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[/iV  this  E dii ion,  bcfidcs  many  correction:,  fomc  addi- 
tional Notes  are  placed  in  the  margin,  wbkh  are  inclofcd 
\thus~\.  Mr.  Hutchinson^  fintiments  refpecling  alljsl 
giance  and  the  politic a l  connexion  of ''  this  country  with  Great* 
Britain  are  d'yVinguiJljcd  by  ti'am  letters. J     ■ 


PREFACE. 


X  HE  repeated  definition  of  ancient  records 
and  papers  by  fire  in  the  town  of  Bofton  firft  in- 
clined me  to  endeavour  the  prefervation  of  fuch 
materials  as  remained  proper  for  an  Hiftory  of  the 
MafTachufetts  Colony.  Many  fuch  came  to  me 
from  my  anceftors,  who  for  four  fucceflive  genera- 
tions had  been  principal  actors  in  public  affairs ; 
among  the  reft  a  manufcript  hiftory  of  Mr  Wil- 
liam Hubbard,  which  is  carried  down  to  the 
year  1680,  but  after  i6jo  contains  but  few  facts.* 
The  former  prct  of  it  has  tcdn'of-'  great  ufe  to 
me.  It  was  fo  to  Dr.  Mather  in  his  hiftory,  of 
which  Nr.  Neale's  is  little  iribre  than  an  abridg- 
ment. I  made  what'  collection  T  could  of  the 
private  papers  of  others  of  our  firft  fettlers,  but  in 
this  I  have  not  had  the  fuccefs  I  defired.  The 
defendants  of  fome  of  them  are  pofTefted  of  many 
valuable  letters  and  other  manufcripts,  but  have  not 
leifure  or  inclination  to  look  into  them  themfelves, 
and  yet  will  not  fuffer  it  to  be  done  by  others. 
I  am  obliged  to  no  other  perfon  more  than  to  my 
friend  and  brother  the  Reverend  Mr.  Mather, 
whofe  library  has  been  open  to  me  as  it  had  been 
before  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Prince,  who  had 
taken  from  thence  the  greateft  and  molt  valuable 
part  of  what  he  had  collected. 

Several 

£*  This  marmfcript  is  now  in  poficiTion  of  the  Maffachufetts  Kiftorical  Society. : 
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Several  gentlemen  have  given  us  encouragement 
to  expect  from  them  an  Hiftory  of  the  Colony. 
Mr.  Prince  gave  us  the  chronology  of  two  or 
three  years,  and  there  left  it.  Mr.  Prat,  the  late 
chief  juftice  of  New  York,  has  often  mentioned  to 
me  his  intention  to  prepare  and  publifh  an  Hiftory. 
Death  has  put  it  out  of  his  power.  Another  gen- 
tleman of  the  firrt  character  at  the  bar,  whofe  talents 
for  it  will  not  be  called  in  queflion,  has  propofed 
the  lame  thing,  Want  of  leifure  for  it  has  probably 
prevented.  •" 

I  am  fenfible  that  whoever  appears  in  print 
fhould  he  able  to  difpofe  his  matter  in  fuch  order, 
and  clothe 
not  only 

I  would  willingly 'liar^  4'plH'tred  over  every  thingc 
I  have  collected  io-  n,  pcrfoil  ojt  genius  for  .fuch  a 
work.  But  feeing  :  no*  prolp'ect  of  its  being  done 
by  any  other,  I  engaged  in  it  myfelf,  being  very 
loth  that  what  had  coft  me  fome  pains  to  bring  to- 
gether fhould  be  again  fcattered  and   utterly  loft. 

I  am  fenfible  of  many  defects  in  this  perform- 
ance,*and  that  it  ftands  in  need  of  all  the  apologies 
I  am  capable  of  making  for  it.  It  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  the  affairs  of  a  colony"  fhould  afford 
much  matter  iritereftmg  or  entertaining  to  the 
world  in  general.  I  write  for  the  fake  of  my  own 
countrymen,  and  even  to  many  of  them  I  expect 
fome  facts  will  be  thought  of  too  little  importance, 

%  and 

[*  The  gentleman  here  meant  was  Oxeneridge  TjiACHER,efquire,\vho  died 
the-  next  year  after  this  Volume  was  firft  publi&ed,  viz.  in  1 76?.] 
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and  yet  I  have  omitted  many  fuch  as  have  been 
been  judged  proper  for  the  prefs  by  former  hifco- 
rians.  In  general  we  are  fond  of  knowing  the  mi- 
nutiae which  relate  to  our  own  anceftors.  There 
are  other  facts  which  from  the  nature  of  them  will 
afford  but  a  dull  and  heavy  narration.  My  chief 
dcfign  is  to  fave  them  from  oblivion. 

All  hiftorians  profefs  a  facred  regard  to  truth. 
I  have  found  fome  difficulty  in  guarding  againft 
every  degree  of*prejudice  in  writing  the  raftcry 
of  my  own  country.  I  hope  by  fhurming  one  ex- 
treme I  have  not  run  upon  the  other. 
'■.  The  MafTachu felts  Colony  may  be  confidered  as 
parent  of  all  the  other  Colonies  of  New  En- 
gland. There  was  no  importation  of  planters 
from  England  to  any  part  of  the  continent  north- 
ward of  Maryland,  except  to  Maffachufetts,  for 
more  than  fifty  years  after  the  Colony  began.  In 
the  firft  ten  years  about  twenty  thoufand  fouls  had 
arrived  in  Maffachufetts.  Since  then  it  is  fuppofed 
more  have  gone  from  hence  to  England  than  have 
come  from  thence  hither.  Maffachufetts,  New 
Hampfhire,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Wand,  at 
this  day  probably  contain  five  hundred  thoufand 
fouls.  A  furpriiing  increafe  of  fubjedts  of  the 
Britifh  crown  ! 

Barbadoes  and  the  leeward  iilands  owed  very 
much  of  their  fupplies  of  lumber,  horfes  and  pro- 
viiions,  with   which  they  were  furnifhed  at  the 

beginning 
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beginning  of  their  fettlements  from  this  colony  ill 
as  great  plenty  as  they  defired. 

The  addition  of  wealth  and  power  to  Great 
Britain  in  confequence  of  this  firft  emigration  of 
our  anceftors  exceeds  all  expectation.  They  left 
their  native  country  with  the  ftrongeft  affurances 
that  they  and  their  pofterity  mould  enjoy  the  priv- 
ileges of  free  natural  born  Englifh  fubje&s.  May 
the  wealth  and  power  of  Britain  ftill  increafe  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  her  Colonies  ;  may 
thofe  privileges  never  be  abufed ;  may  they  be 
preferved  inviolate  to  the  lateft  pofterity. 
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From  the  firji  Settlement  ef  the  Colony ',  until  the  Year 

1660. 

TH  E  difc every  of  America  by  Columbus,  and  of  the 
northern  continent  by  the  Cabots,  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  and  the  feveral  voyages  of  Engliih  and  French 
in  the  fixteeath,  I  pals  over,  and  begin  with  the  voyage 
made  by  Bartholomew  Gofnold,  an  Englishman,  in  the 
year  1602,  to  that  part  of  North-America  fince  called 
New-England.  It  is  not  certain  that  any  European  had 
been  there  before.  Hakluit  mentions  the  landing  of  fome 
of  Sir  H.  Gilbert's  men  upon  fome  part  of  the  continent  ; 
but  it  is  probable  that  was  farther  eaitward,  upon  what  is 
now  called  Nova-Scotia.  Gofnold  landed  nrft  on  the 
eaitern  coaft,  which  he  calls  Mavofhen.*  After  fome 
commerce  with  the  natives,  he  failed  fouthward,and  landed 
upon  one  of  the  iflands  called  Elizabeth-Iflands.-f-  He 
gave  them  that  name  in  honour  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  who 
was  living  when  he  left  England ,  and  thev  have  retained 
it  ever  fince.  He  built  a  fort,  and  intended  a  fettlement 
upon  the  ifland,   or  the  continent  near  it ;  but  he  could 

not 

*  About  43  decrees  north. 

-r  A  little  fouthward  of  Cape-Cod.     [He  gave  the  name  of  Martha's  Vine)  at  1 
to  one  of  thefe  iflands.     See  Bslknap-t  American  Biography  i  vol.  i.   p.  *35-j 

Vol.  L  B 
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not  perfuade  bis  people  to  remain  there,  and  they  all  re- 
turned to  England  before  winter.* 

In  1603,  De  Monts  obtained  a  patent  from  Henry  tlje 
Fourth  of  France,  for  all  the  country  from  the  40th  to  the 
46th  degree,  by  the  name  of  Cadic,  or  Acadie.  In  1604, 
De  Monts  ranged  along  the  feacoaft  from  St.  Lawrence 
to  Cape  Cod,  and  to  the  fouth  of  it.  He  went  far  up 
Kennebeck  river,  and  into  divers  other  rivers,  bays  and 
harbours.-]- 

In  1606,  Kins;  Tames  the  Fiiit  granted  al!  the  cont'i- 
iient,  from  34  to  45  degrees,  which  he  divided  into  two 
colonies,  viz.  the  Southern,  or  Virginia,  to  certain  mer- 
chants of  London ;  the  Northern,  or  New-England,  to 
rri  .chants  of  Plymouth. 

In  7607,  fome  °*  the  patentees  of  the  Northern  colony 
began  a  fettlerncnt  at  Sagadehoc.  They  laid  the  plan  of 
a  great  f:ate.'{'  The  pivlident  died  the  firft  winter,  which 
was  extreme  cold.  Sir  John  Popham,  his  brother,  the 
great  promoter  of  the  defign,  and  Sir  John  Gilbert,  the 
admiral's  brother,  died  the  fame  year  in  Europe  ;  and  the 
next  year,  1608,  the  whole  number  which  furvived  the 
winter  returned  to  England,  Their  dengn  of  a  plantation 
was  at  aii  end.  Both  Englifh  and  French  continued  their 
voyages  to  the  coafi,'  fome  for  fifhing,  and  fome  for  trade 
with  the  natives  j  and  fome  feeble  attempts  were  made  by 
the  French  towards  plantations,  but  they  were  routed  by 
the  Englifh  in  16 13.  There  was  no  fpirit  in  the  people 
of  either  nation  for  colonizu  g.  Favourable  accounts 
were  pubiifhed  of  the  continent  by  Capt.  Smith  and 
others:  But  who  would  remove  and  fettle,  in  Co  remote 
and  uncultivated  a  part  of  the  globe,  if  he  could  live 
tolerably  at  home  ?{[  The  country  would  afford  no  im- 
mediate 

*  Thi*  I  fuppofe  is  what  Jofi'elyn,  and  no  other  author,  calls  the  firft  colony 
of  Mew-Plymouth  ;  lor  he  lays,  it  was  began  in  i6ci,  and  near  Narraganfet  bay. 

t  lie  did  not  go  into  the  Mtairachui'ettS  bay,  but  (truck  over  from  fome  part  of 
the  calccrn  ftiore  to  Cape-Ann,    anfl   lb   to    Cape-Cod»    and  failed  further  fouth- 

ward-  Ch..;:ip. 

%  The  following  perfpns  were  fejit  over  to  begin  the  colony  :  George  Popham, 
prefident;  ;  i  deign  Gilbert,  admiral ;  Edward  Harlow,  maftcr  of  the  ord- 
nance ;     Rob  -  .  ios,   ferjeaiit-major ;     Ellis    Beft,   niarlhal;    ■ Seaman, 

levies,  commander  of  the  fort ';     Gc.v.e  Garew,  fearehe-r  ;    and 

1  pn  'iiujiaity. 
|l  il'~'  x'ter  periculum  horricU  &  ignoti  maris,    Ada  atrV.  Africa,  aut 

Italia 
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mediate  fubfiftence,  and  therefore  was  not  fit  for  indigent: 
pcrlbns.  Particular  perfons  or  companies  would  have 
been  difccfunigcd  from  iupporting  a  colony  by  the  long- 
continued  expenfe  and  outlet,  without  any  return.*  No 
encouragement  could  be  expected  from  the  public.  The 
advantages  of  commerce  from  the  colonies  were  not  then 
forefeen,  but  have  been  fmce  learned  by  experience. 
Virginia  in  its  infancy  was  flruggling  for  life;  and  what  its. 
fate  would  have  been,  if  the  fathers  of  it  in  England  had. 
not  feen  the  rife  and  growth  of  other  colonies  near  it,  is. 
uncertain.-}-  God  in  his  providence  bringeth  good  out  of 
evil.  Bigotry  and  blind  zeal  prevailed  among;  chriftians 
of  every  fe(5t  or  profefficn.  Each  denied  to  the  other, 
what  all  had  a  right  to  enjoy,  liberty  o^  confeience.  To 
this  we  mud  afcribe,  if  not  the  fettlement,  yet  at  leaf!  the 
preferit  flourifhing  ftate,  of  North- America.  Perfccution 
drove  one  Mr.  Robinfon  and  his  church  from  England  t6 
Holland,  about  the  year  i6o3.  They  itayed  about  a 
year  at  Amfterdam,  and  then  removed  to  Leyden.  Tn 
1617,  they  began  to  think  of  removing  to  America. 
They  laid  great  ftrefs  upon  their  peculiar  tenets,  but  this, 
did  not  leffen  their  regard  to  morality.  The  manners  of 
the  Dutch  were  too  licentious  for  them.  Their  children 
left  them  j  fome  became  fokliers,  and  others  failors,  in  the 
Dutch  fervice.  In  a  few  years  their  pofterity  wculd  have 
been  Dutch,  and  their  church  extinct.  They  were  at  a* 
lofs  whether  to  remove  to  Guiana,;j;  or  to  Virginia  ;  but 
the  majority  were  in  favour  of  the  letter.  The  Dutch 
laboured  to  perfuade  them  to  go  to  Hudibn's  river,  and 
fettle  under'  their  Weft-India  company  ;  but  they  had 
not  loft  their  affection  for  the  Englifh,  and  chofe  to  be 

under 

Italia  reli^a,  Germaniam  peteret  informem  terris,  afperam  ccelo,  truism  cultu 
al'pecluq;  niijuli  patria  lit.,        T.ic.  de  mar.  Cenn. 

*  Sir  Fcrdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon  fpent  twenty  tho'iland  pounds 
each,  in  attempts  for  fettlement ;  ai'.d  each  of  them  thought  it  advilable  to  give 
over  their  defiwis,  and  lit  down  with  the  lofs. 

-t  Whether  liritain  would  have  had  any  colonics  in  America  at  this  dav»  if 
religion  had-  not  been  the  grand  inducement,  is  doubtful.  One  huiuirad  and 
twenty  year;  had  palled,  from  the"  difcovery  of  the  northern  continent  by  ths 
Cabots,  without  any  i'uecefsful  attempt.  After  repeated  attempt  had  failed,  it 
fcems  lei's  probable  that  an)  fhouid  undertake  in  fuch  an  aiiair,  than  it  w«xili± 
have  becH  if  no  attempt  had  been  made. 

t  Sir  Waker  Raw  lei gh  kad  railed  the  fame  of  Guiana!  about  this.timev 

B  a 
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under  their  government  and  protection.  They  applied 
to  the  Virginia  company  for  a  patent  of  part  of  the  coun- 
try. To  render  it  probable  that  their  undertaking  would 
not,  like  all  former,  be  abortive,  they  gave  among  others 
thefe  fpecial  reafons :  "  That  they  were  we'll  weaned  irom 
the  delicate  milk  of  their  mother  country,  and  enured  to 
the  difficulties  of  a  ft  range  land  :  That  they  were  knit 
together  in  a  ftricl:  and  facrcd  bond,  by  virtue  of  which 
they  held  themfeives  bound  to  take  care  of  the  good  of 
each  other  and  of  the  whole  :  That  it  was  not  with  them 
as  with  other  men,  whom  fmall  things  could  difcourage, 
or  fmall  difcontents  cauie  to  wifh  themfeives  at  home 
again."  The  Virginia  company  were  very  much  pleafed 
with  the  application,  and  fome  of  the  chiet  of  them  ad- 
dreffed  the  King  to  grant  the  petitioners  liberty  in  religion 
under  the  great  feal ;  but  this  was  refufed.  He  promifed 
to  connive,,  and  not  moleft  them  ;  but  this  would  not  do 
for  them  at  that  time.  They  laid  afide  the  defign  for 
that  year.  In  1619,  they  renewed  their  application,  and 
refolved  to  venture,  though  they  could  not  have  a  fpecial 
«rant  from  the  Kins,  of  liberty  of  conscience.  Thev 
hoped  their  remote  fituation  would  put  them  out  of  clan- 
ger of  the  ecclefiaftical  courts.  The  affairs  of  the  Virgin- 
ia company  were  in  great  confufion,  and  it  was  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  before  the  patent  was  granted.  It  was 
taken  out  under  the  company's  feal  to  John  Wincob. 
He  lived  in  the  family  of  the  Count efs  of  Lincoln,  and 
not  removing  with  the  reft,  they  never  took  any  benefit 
from  the  patent.  Mr.  Weftpn,  and  other  merchants  of 
London,  engaged,  fome  to  adventure  their  money,  and 
fome  to  go  over  with  them.  They  therefore  made  the 
necefla-ry  preparations;  and  in  July,  1620,  the  principal 
of  them  went  over  to  Southampton,  where  two  fhips  were 
ready  to  take  them  on  board.  They  failed  the  beginning 
of  Auguft,  but  were  obliged  repeatedly  to  put  back,  and 
to  leave  one  of  their  fhips  behind,  with  part  of  the  com- 
pany, at  laft.  They  intended  for  Hudfon's  river,  or  the 
coaft  near  to  it ;  but  the  Dutch  had  bribed  their  pilot, 
and  he  carried  them  farther  northward,  fo  that  they  fell 
in  about  Cape-Cod>  and  arrived  in  that  harbour  the  nth 

of 
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of  November.  The  harbour  is  good,  but  the  country  is 
fandy  and  barren.  This  was  difcouraging,  but  it  was  too 
late  in  the  year  to  put  to  Tea  again.  They  coafted  about 
in  their  boat,  until  they  found  a  place  more  agreeable  to 
them  for  a  plantation,  though  not  fo  good  a  harbour. 
Here  they  brought  their  ihip,  and  determined  to  take  up 
their  abode.  They  gave  it  the  name  of  New- Plymouth. 
Capt.  Smith  happened  to  give  the  name  of  Plymouth  to 
the  fame  place  in  1 614.  A  very  circumftantial  account 
of  the  beginning  and  progrefs  of  this  colony,  wrote  by 
Mr.  Edward  Winflow,  one  of  the  principal  undertakers, 
is  to  be  found  among  Purchafe's  collections.* 

The  project  of  fettling  America  revived  again;  and  a 
•new  patent  was  granted,  bearing  date  Nov.  3d,  1620, 
incorporating  the  adventurers  to  the  Northern  Colony  by 
the  name  of  the  Council  for  the  Affairs  of  New-England  ; 
the  bounds  of  the  country  were  exprelied  between  40  and 
4S  deg.  N.  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  John 
Mafon  were  two  of  the  mod  active  members  of  this 
council.  All  the  feacoaft  at  one  time  or  other  has  been 
granted  or  pretended  to  be  granted  by  this  council,  and 
fbme  parts  feveral  times  over,  partly  from  defects  in  form 
in  preceding  grants,  and  partly  from  unacquaintednels 
with  the  geography  of  the  country.  The  htft  grant  with- 
in the  bounds  of  Mail'achufetts  was  obtained  by  Mr, 
Wefton,  who,  in  the  fiimmer  of  1622,  lent  over  two 
mips,  with  50  or  60  men,  to  begin  a  plantation  at  Wefia-' 
gullet,  fince  called  Weymouth.  They  were  fickly  when 
they  arrived,  and  received  necelTaries  and  refremment  from 
their  neighbours  at  New-Plymouth.  They 'were  a  diflb- 
lute  crew,  foon  brought  themfelves  to  poverty,  then 
robbed  the  Indians  and  offered  other  abufes  to  them. 
The  Indians  made  their  complaints  to  the  colony  of  New- 
Plymouth  ;  but  the  abufes  continuing,  the  next  year  they 
laid  a  plot  for  the  deftruction  of  all  Weiton's  company.-}* 

The 

*  In  1619,  they  obtained  a  patent  from  the  Council  of  Plymouth. 

t-  1 1  was  this  plantation  which  gave  occafion  to  the  author  of  Hudibras  to  make 
merry  with  New- England  in  general,  for  hanging  a  bed-rid  weaver,  inftead  ot  a 
ufeful  cobler.  The  Plymouth  people,  their  neighbours,  allowed  that  there  was 
fome  foundation  for  the  ftory.  Several  had  been  concerned  in  a  theft.  The  In* 
duns  infilled  that  the  ringleader  fhoukl  be  put  to  death.     They  hanged  one   who 
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The  plot  was  discovered  to  the  New-Plymouth  people, 
who  Cent  fome  of  their  men  and  prevented  the  execution 
of  it,  by  the  furprife  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  the  principal 
actors.  Mr.  Weilon,  coming  over  to  vifit  his  plantation, 
was  call  away  in  Ipfwich  bay,  and  dripped  by  the  Indians 
of  every  thing  but  his  fl-.irt.  Being  thus  rendered  incapa- 
ble of  affording  any  relief  to  his  colony,  it  came  to  an  end 
after  one  }rear's  continuance. 

Capt.  Robert  Gorges  pbtained  a  patent  from  the  coun- 
cil of  Plymouth,  plated  Dec.  13,  1622,  10  miles  in  breadth, 
and  30  miles  into  the  land  on  the  northeaft  fide  of  Mafla- 
chufetts  bay.  This  was  loofe  and  uncertain,  and  no  ufe 
'ever  made  of  it.*  He  was  fon  to  Sir  Ferdinando,  and 
employed  by  the  council  in  1623  as  lieutenant-general,  to 
reftrain  interlopers  and  regulate  all  affairs.  He  made  fome 
attempts  to  revive  Weftcn's  plantation,  but  returned  home 
the  fame  year  without  fuccefs.  Francis  Weft  came  the 
fame  year  as  vice-admiral,  but  made  no  flay.  The  earl 
of  Warwick  had  a  patent  for  Mavlachufetts-Bay  about  the 
fame  time,  but  the  bounds  are  not  known. 

In  1624,  Lyford,  the  minifler  of  New-Plymouth,  and 
one  John  Oldham,  flirred  up  a  faction  there,  and  were 
banilhed  that  colony.  They  began  a  fettlement  at  Nan- 
ta/ket.  The  fame  year,  fome  pcrfons  belonging  to  Dor- 
chelier  in  England  lent  over  fiihermen,  and  made  necef- 
iary  proviijon  for  a  filhery  at  Cape-Ann  ;  and  Roger  Co- 
iiant,f  who  with  John  Oldham  had  left  Plymouth  and 

removed 

was  left  culpable,  and  not  like  to  live,  in  his  ftead.  Others  fay,  they  deceived 
the  Indians,'  and  hanged  tip  one  who  died  of  iicknefs  or  famine,  a  little  while  be- 
fore. Hubbard. 

*  Robert  Gorges  conveyed  his  title  to  Sir  William  Brereton,  who  afterwards 
became  an  adventuier  in  the  Mafl'achufetts  corporation.  He  acquainted  the  com- 
pany thut  he  did  not  intend  to  conteft  with  them,  but  deiired  a  proportionable 
quantity  of  laud  might  be'affigned  for  the  accommodation  of  his  people  and  fer- 
vants.  •  They  gave  him  a  very  refpectful  anfwer,  but  declined  acknowledging  his 
title  by  any  capitulation.  They  promifed  him  land  fqfficient  for  the  emouiage- 
inent  of  his  defign,  but  he  mufttake  it  as  one  of  the  company,  &c.  Al^Jf.  Re- 
corJj,  I-tb.  10,  i6z9-  When  the  new  charter  in  1691  was  preparing,  one  Mr. 
Levet,  as  heir  at  law  to  Sir  William,  laid  a  claim  to  the  lands  contained  m  this 
grant,  but  it  met  with  no  countenance  from  the  committee  of  council.        M.S. 

\  He  lived  until  about  1680,  and  died  at  Beverly  in  the  county  of  Efi'ex.  He 
is  always  fpoken  of  as  a  perfon  of  worth.  The  fupetior  condition  of  the  perforis 
who  came  over  with  the  charter,  calt  a  lhade  upon  him,  and  he  lived  in  obfeu'ri- 
ty.  Thebaic  feveral  of  his  dependents  remaining  ;  fome  of  dittindion  in  the 
colony  of  Connecticut.  Governor's  Uiarid,  in  hofton  harbour  was  called  Count's 
ifland. 
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removed  with  the  reft  to  Nantafket,  was  appointed  their 
overfeer.  A  grant  was  made  by  one  of  the  Gorges,  it  is 
not  laid  which,  to  Old-ham  and  others,  of  part  or"  MalTa- 
chufctts-Bay,  which  occalioned  fome  difpute  between  them 
and  the  Maffichufetts  grantees.* 

In  162  c;,  one  Capt.  Wollafton,  with  about  30  pcrfo:v\ 
began  a  plantation  near  Weilon's.  They  gave  it  the 
name  of  Mount  Wollafton.  It  was  known  by  that  name 
ibme  years  after;  but  at  length  the  name  was  loft  in  that 
of  Braintree,  of  which  town  it  is  a  part.-j-  No  mention  i-s 
made  of  a  patent  to  Woliaifen.  One  Morton,  of  Furni- 
val's  inn,  was  of  this  company.  He  was  not  left  in  com- 
mand, but  contrived  to  make  himlelf  chief,  changed  the 
name  of  Mount  Wollafton  to  Merry  Mount,  fet  all  the 
fervants  free,  erected  a  may-pole,  and  lived  a  life  of  diffipa- 
tion  until  all  the  flock  intended  for  trade  was  confumed. 
He  was  charged  with  ftrrmfhing  the  Indians  with  euns  and 
ammunition,  and  teaching  them  the  life  ot  them.  At 
Length  he  made  himlelf  ib  obnoxious  to  the  planters  in 
all  parts,  that  at  their  general  deiire  the  people  of  New- 
Plymouth  feized  him  by  an  armed  force,  and  confined 
him  until  they  had  an  opportunity  or  lending  him  to  Eng- 
land. In  the  fall  of  1626,  Roger  Conant,  and  fome  if 
not  all  ot  his  company,. removed  from  Gape- Ami  to  a  neck 
of  land  upon  Naumkeag  river.  I  find  mention  rrtadt  tf 
planters  at  WYmfimet  about  the  fame  timid,  who  probably- 
removed  there  from  fome  of  the  other  plantations.  This 
is  all  the  account  we  have  of  any  iettiements  or  atternrats 

tor 

*  At  the  end  of  the  flrft  book  of  records  of  deeds  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  is 
fhe  copy  of  a  letter  fron>  the  company  in  England  to  Captain  John  Endicot,  dat- 
ed Gravefond,  37th  April,  1629,  in  the  dole  of  which  is  thus  written  : 

»'  I  flnde  Mr.  Oldham's  graunt  from  Mr.  Gorge,  is  to  him  and  John  Dorrell 
for  all  the  lauds  vyithin  Mattachufett  bay  betwene  Chads  river  and  Ab'jufett  riv- 
er, containing  in  length  by  a  ftraiglft  line  5  miles  up  the  faid  Charls  river  into  the 
maine  land,  north  well  from  the  border  of  the  faid  bay,  including  all  creeks  and 
ppynts  by  the  way  ;  and  3  miles  in  length  from  the  mouth  of  the  afoi'efaid  liver 
of  Aboulett  up  into  the  maine  land,  upon  a  ltraight  line  fouth  weft,  ine'udmg  all 
creeks  and  ponds,  and  all  the  land  in  breadth  and  length  bctwene  the  forefaicl 
rivers,  with  all  prerogatives,  royal  mines  excepted-  'the  rent  referved  i.;  nd.  on 
every  hundred  acres  of  land  that  fh*ll  be  ufed.  William  lilackfton,  clerk,  and 
William  Jeli'rys,  gent,  authorifed  to  put  Jchn  Oldham  in  poiTeflion,  Having  a 
lig'i*,  of  their  graunt  this  I  found,  tho'  Ihoid  it  voyde  in  law,  yet  his  claime  hc- 
ing  10  this,  you  may  in  your  difcretion  prevent  him,  by  cauling  fome  to  take  pof- 
ieflion  of  the  chief  part  thereof." 

t  The  particular  hill  which  caufed  the  name  of  Mount,  is  in  the  farm  of  N'or* 
foil  Qnincy,  Eftj. 
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for  fet'tlements  in  Maflachufctts-Bay  until  the  year  1627. 
Mr.  White,  the  m.inifter  of  Dorchefter,  had  encouraged 
Conant  and  his  company  to  remain  in  New-England,  and 
promifed  them  men,provifions,  &c. 

In  1627,  March  io,  the  council  of  Plymouth  fold  to 
Sir  Henry  Rofwell,  Sir  John  Young,  Thomas  Southcoat, 
John  Humphry,  John  Endicot,  and  Simon  Whetcomb, 
who  lived  about  Dorchefter  in  England,  their  heirs  and 
aflbciates,  all  -that  part  of  New-England  three  miles  to  the 
fouth  of  Charles  river,  and  three  miles  north  of  Merrimack 
river,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  South  Sea.  All  the  leffer 
grants  which  have  been  mentioned  within  thofe  limits 
(the  fettlement  of  the  country  being  entirely  neglected  by 
the  grantees)  were  without  doubt  looked  upon  to  be  for- 
feited or  void.  The  conditions  or  tenor  of  none  of  them 
appear  at  this  day.  It  is  very  likely  the  three  perfons  firfl 
named  in  this  grant  had  nothing  more  in  view  by  the  pur- 
chafe  than  a  fettlement  for  trade  with  the  natives,  or  for 
fifliery,  or  other  advantageous  purpofes.  As  foon  as  a 
colony  for  religion  was  projected,  we  hear  no  more  of 
them.*  The  other  three  remained.  Mr.  White  manag- 
ed a  treaty  between  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Matthew 
Cradock,  and  John  Venn,  Efquires,  and  divers  others  in 
and  about  London,  and  the  original  patentees.  A  pur- 
chafe  was  made,  and  the  fame  fummer  Mr.  Endicot,-{-  one 
of  the  original  patentees,  was  fent  over  to  Naumkeag  with 
planters  and  fervants,  and  all  the  affairs  of  the  colony  com- 
mitted to  his  care.  The  patent  from  the  council  of  Ply- 
mouth 

*  Some  of  the  principal  of  the  liberal  fpeakers  in  parliament  being  committed 
to  the  tower,  others  to  other  prifons,  this  took  away  all  hope  of  reformation  of 
church  government  from  many  not  affecting  epifcopal  jurifdiction,  nor  the  ul'ual 
praclice  of  the  common  prayers  of  the  church  ;  thereof  there  were  feveral  forts, 
though  not  agreeing  among  themfclves,  yet  all  of  like  difiike  of  thofe  particulars. 
Some  of  the  difcrestcr  fort,  to  avoid  what  they  found  themielves  fubject  to,  made 
ufe  of  their  friends  to  procure  from  the  council  for  the  affairs  of  Ne\->- England  to 
fettle  a  colony  within  their  limits.  In  a  very  ihort  time  numbers  of  people  of  all 
forts  flocked  thither  in  heaps,  that  at  laft  it  was  efpecially  ordered,  by  the 
King's  command,  that  none  lhoulcl  be  fuffered  to  go  without  licence;  lb  that 
whit  I  long  before  prophefied  when  I  could  hardly  get  any  fur  money  to  refidc 
there  wis  now  brought  to  pals.         FerJ.  Gorges  Hiji.  bietv-Englattd. 

+  His  inftrudior.s  were  dated  London,  May  30,  161S.  and  figned  by  Jr>hn 
Venn,  Matthew  Cradock,  George  Harwood,  John  Humphry,  Richard  l\rry. 
George  Hewfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  Thomas  Stevens,  Jofeph  Caxon,  Thomas 
Webb,  Increafe  Nowell,  Hugh  Feters,  John  White,  and  Abraham  Palmer.  His 
firft  letters  from  Naumkeag  were  dated  Sept.  13,  16  ;8. 
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mouth  gave  a  good  rijjbt  to  the  foil,  but  no  powers  of 
government.  A  royal  charter  was  neceflarv.  This  paffed 
the  feals  March  4,  1628.  Matthew  Cradock  was  appoint- 
ed the  firft  governor,  and  Thomas  Goffe  deputy  governor. - 
Two  days  before,  March  2d,  fome  affairs  of  the  colony 
requiring  it,  there  had  been  a  meeting  of  the  company,  at 
which  both  governor  and  deputy  are  named  as  fuch.  The 
day  for  the  annual  election  of  officers  by  charter  being  the 
laft  Wednefday  in  Eafter  term,  on  the  13th  of  May,  1628, 
Mr.  Cradock  was  chofen  governor  by  the  company,  and 
Mr.  Goffe  deputy  governor ;  and  Sir  Richard  Saltonftali, 
Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Venn,  John  Hum- 
phry, Simon  Whetcomb,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry, 
Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  VafTall,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Adams,  Thomas  Hutchins,  George  Foxcroft, 
William  Vaflall,  William  Pynchon,  John  Pocock,  and 
Chriftopher  Coulfon,  afliftants.  William  Burgis  was  chof- 
en fecretary  in  the  room  of  John  Walhburne.  At  this 
court  it  was  determined,  that  every  one  of  the  company 
who  had  fubferibed  fifty  pounds  fhould  have  200  acres  of 
landaffigned,  and  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  leffer  fum, 
as  the  firlt  dividend.  The  names  of  all  the  adventurers, 
and  the  funis  fubferibed,  were  fent  over  to  Mr.  Endicot, 
who  was  appointed  their  governor  in  the  plantation.  A 
fecond  embarkation  of  planters  and  fervants  had  been  de- 
termined, at  a  meeting  April  30,  to  be  made  with  all 
fpeed.*  Four  minifters  were  provided.  Three  of  them, 
Francis  Higginfon,  Samuel  Skelton,  and  Francis  Bright, 
were  readily  accepted  by  the  company,  and  had  all  due 
encouragement  prornifed  them  ;  the  fourth,  Ralph  Smith, 
was  required  to  give  under  his  hand,  that  he  would  not 
exercife  his  miniftry  within  the  limits  of  the  patent  without 
the  exprefs  leave  of  the  governor  upon  the  fpot.-j-     Five 

mips 

•  Mr.  Endicot  fent  three  brethren,  Ralph,  Richard  and  William  Sprague,  to 
explore  the  country  weftward.  Between  Miftick  and  Charles  rivers  they  find  a 
body  of  Indians  fettled,  called  Abcrginians,  and  one  Englifh  houfe  thatched,  and 
poflefled  by  Thomas  Walford,  a  fmith.  The  Indian  name  of  theneck  was  Mifh- 
awun,  now  Charleftown.  Thsfe  firft  travellers,  with  the  confent  of  the  Indian*, 
took  up  their  abode  there.  Some  of  their  poflerity  remain  there  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony  to  this  day. 

+  Mr.  Bright,  one  of  thefe  minifters,  is  faid  by  Hubbard  to  have  been  a  con- 
Jormift.     He  went  foon  after  his  arrival  to  CharUtown,  and  tarried  about  a  year 
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fhips  were  provided  for  this  cmbarV.tion.  Mr.  Higginton 
fays  in  his  journal,  that  he  failed  from  the  Ifle  of  Wight 
the  nth  of  May,  and  arrived  at  Cape- Ann  the  27th  of 
June,  and  at  Naumkcag  the  29th.  They  found  at 
Naumkeag  about  100  planters,  8  houfes,  befides  a  fair 
lioufe  built  for  Mr.  Endicot.  The  old  and  new  planters 
together  were  about  300,  of  which  100  removed  to 
Charleftown,  where  there  was  a  houle  built  ;  the  reft  re- 
mained at  Salem.  Mr.  Endicot  had  corresponded  with 
the  fettlers  at  Plymouth,  who  fatisfied  him  that  they  were 
right  in  their  judgments  of  the  outward  form  of  worfhip 
being  much  like  to  that  of  the  reformed  churches  in  France, 
&c*  On  the  20th  of  July,  Mr.  Higginfon  and  Mr. 
Skelton,  after  fafting  and  prayer,  were  firit  elected  by  the 
company  for  their  miniiters,  the  firft  teacher,  the  other 
pallor,  each  of  them,  together  with  three  or  tour  grave 
members,  laying  their  hands  on  the  other  with  folemn 
prayer.  Nothing  is  laid  of  any  church  being  then  form- 
ed ;  but  on  the  6th  of  Auguft,  the.  day  appointed  for  the 
choice  and  ordination  of  elders  and  deacons,  thirty  perfons 
entered  into  a  covenant  in  writing,  which  is  faid  to  be  the 
beginning  of  the  church,  and  that  the  miniiters  were  or- 
dained  or  inftitutcd  anew.  The  repetition  of  this  form 
they  probably  thought  necelfary,  becaiift  'the  people  were 
not  in  a  church  lbte  before.  It  is  difficult  to  afiign  any- 
other  reaibn.  Meilengers  or  delegates  from  the  church 
of  Plymouth  were  expected  to  join  with  them  ;  but  con- 
trary winds  hindered  them  in  their  paiiage,  fo  that  they 

did 

in  the  country.  Mr.  Smith  feems  to  have  been  of  the  reparation  in  England, 
which  occafioned  the  caution  ufed  with  him.  He  was  a  little  while  at  Nantal- 
kct,  and  went  from  thence  to  Plymouth,  where  he  was  their  miniftei; feveral  years. 

*  Mr.  Hubbard  in  his  M.  S.  hiftoiy  remarks  upon  this  occafion,  '«  It  i-  cer- 
tainly known,  that  the  old  non-conformifts,  and  good  old  puritans  of  QiSeen  Lh- 
beth.'s  and  King  James's  time,  did  in  many  things  not  fymbolize  with  the  fepa- 
tills,  the  one  endeavouring  only  a  reformation  of  fame  corruptions  retained  or 
crept  into  the  church  (as  they  thought)  either  before  or  after  its  reformed  flate  ; 
the  other,  not  content  therewith,  ftood  as  ftirHy  to  maintain  a  necethty  of  difai'i- 
nullirig  their  former  church  ftate,  as  that  like  a  velFel  once  infected  with  leprofy, 
it  muft  be  broken  in  pieces  to  be  new  caft.  It  is  affirmed  that  Mr.  Hilderfham 
advifed  Mr.  Higginfon  and  other  miniiters  looking  this  way,  to  agree  upon  their 
form  of  church  government  before  they  came  away  from  England,  which  counfel, 
if  it  had  been  attended  to,  might  have  prevented  fame  inconvenience  that  hath  finje 
fallen  out,  or  at  lead  have  faved  fame  of  the'  fuceeeding  miniiters  from  the  impu- 
tation of  departing  from  their  lirlt  principles,  becaufe  they  wcr?  not  publidy  i<£ 
ctared  in  the  beginning  »f  things."        M.  S.  Hifi. 
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did  not  arrive  until  the  afternoon,  but  time  enough  to 
give  the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip.  Two  of  the  companv, 
John  Brown  and  Samuel  Brown,  one  a  lawyer,  the  other  a 
merchant,  both  men  of  good  eftates,  and  of  the  firft  pa- 
tentees and  of  the  council,  were  diflatisfied.  Thcv  did 
not  like  that  the  common  prayer  and  fervice  of  the  church 
of  England  (hould  be  wholly  laid  afide  ;  and  therefore 
drew  off,  with  as  many  as  were  of  their  fentiments,  from 
the  reft,  and  fet  up  a  feparate  fociety.  This  offended  the 
governor,  who  caufed  the  two  members  of  his  council  to 
be  brought  before  him-,  and  judging  that  this  practice, 
together  with  fome  fpeeches  they  had  uttered,  tended  £0 
fedition,  he  fent  them  back  to  England.  The  heads  of 
t\ic  party  being  removed,  the  oppofition  ceafed.* 

Whilft  thefe  things  were  doing  in  the  colony,  the  com- 
pany in  England  were  projecting  a  much  larger  embarka- 
tion, and  the  transfer  of  the  corporation  itfelf  from  Old 
England  to  New.  Several  gentlemen  of  figure  and  eftate, 
Ifaac  Johnfon,  John  Winthrop,  Thomas  Dudley,  and 
divers  others,  who  were  diflatisfied  with  the  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings both  in  church  and  ftatc,  plcafed  thcmfeives  with 
the  prolpect  of  liberty  in  both,  to  be  enjoyed  in  America; 
and  propofed  to  the  company  at  London  to  remove  with 
their  families,  but  upon  this  condition  only,  that  the  pa- 
tent and  charter  fltould  remove  with  them.  This  pro- 
pofal  was  firft  communicated  July  the  28th,  1629.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  confider  of  it,  and  to  advilc 
with  counfel  learned,  in  the  law,  and  to  make  report.  The 
adventurers  had  been  at  great  experfe  without  any  returns 
made  to  them,  and  had  no  rational  profpect  of  any  profit 
from  the  plantation  in  the  way  they  were  in.  The  prin- 
cipal objection  fcems  to  have  arofe  from  a  doubt  whether 

fuch 

*  They  applied  to  the  company,  upon  their  arrival  in  England,  for  recompence 
for  the  damages  they  had  fudained,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  Samuel  Vaf- 
fall,  William  Vaiiall,  Simon  Whetcomb,  and  William  Pynchort,  chofen  by  the 
Complainants  ;  and  John  White,  John  Davenport,  Ilaac  johnfon  and  John  Win- 
throp, chofen  by  the  company.  The  letters  which  the  Browns  had  fent  over  to 
their  private  fiiends,  were  flopped  by  the  company  in  England,  and  opened  and 
publicly  read,  to  prevent  any  prejudice  to  the  plantation.  Majf.  Rec.  It  does 
not  appear  by  the  records  how  the  difpute  was  finally  ifiued. 

"It  is  a  principle,  that  every  religion  which  is  perfecuted,  becomes  itfelf  per- 
fecting; tor  as  foon  as  by  fome  accidental  turn  it  ar'rfes  from  perfecutiori,  it  attacks 
the  religion  which  perfecuted  it."  &c.      Spirit  ef  Laws. 
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fuch  a  transfer  was  legal.  The  report  of  the  committee 
is  not  recorded.  Mr.  White,  a  councilor  at  law,  was 
one  of  the  company,  and  great  ftrefs  was  laid  upon  his 
opinion;  and  on  the  29th  of  Auguft  it  was  determined, 
44  by  the  general  confent  of  the  company,  that  the  govern- 
ment and  patent  mould  be  fettled  in  New-England."  It 
is  evident  from  the  charter,  that  the  original  defign  of  it 
was  to  conftitute  a  corporation  in  England,  like  to  that 
of  the  Eaft-lndia  and  other  great  companies,  with  powers 
to  fettle  plantations  within  the  limits  of  the  territory, 
under  fuch  forms  of  government  and  magiftracy  as  mould 
be  fit  and  neceffary.  The  firfr.  ftep,  in  fending  out  Mr. 
Endicot,  appointing  him  a  council,  giving  him  commif- 
fion,  inttruclions,  he.  was  agreeable  to  this  confr.rucV.ion 
of  the  charter. 

In  ccnfequence»  of  this  new  refolution,  the  members  of 
the  corporation  which  remained  in  England  were  to  retain 
a  ihare  in  the  trading  frock  and  the  profits  of  it  for  the 
term  of  feven  years.  The  management  of  it  was  commit- 
ted to  five  perfons  who  were  going  over,  viz.  J.  Win- 
throp,  Sir  Richard  Sa.ltftonfl.all,  I.  Johnibn,  T.  Dudley,  and 
J.  Revel! ;  and  to  five  who  were  to  remain,  M.  Cradock, 
N.  Wright,  T.  Eaton,  T.  Gofre,  and  J.  Young;  and  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term,  the  flock,  with  the  profits,  were 
to  be  divided  to  each  man  in  proportion  to  his  adventure. 
All  other  powers  and  privileges  were  to  remain  with  the 
planters  upon  the  fpot.  We  have  no  account  of  any  div- 
idend ever  made,  nor  indeed  of  any  trade  ever- carried  on  for 
the  company.  There  was  another  article,  that  one  half 
the  charge  of  fortifications  and  fupport  of  the  miniflers 
fliould  be  paid  out  of  the  joint  flock,  but  no  notice  was 
taken  of  it  in  the  colony. 

The  20th  of  October,  at  a  general  court  of  governor,, 
deputy  and  afiiftants,  and  the  generality,  a  new  choice  was 
made  of  governor,  &c.  confifting  of  iuch  perfons  as  had 
determined  to  go  over  with  the  patent.  John  Winthrop 
was  eleded  governor,  John  Humphry  deputy  governor, 
Sir  Richard  Salttonftall,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Thomas  Dudley, 
John  Endicot,  Incre'afe  Nowell,  William  Varlall,  William 
Pynchpn,    Samuel    Sharp,    Edward    Roflitcr,    Thomas 

Sharp, 
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Sharp,  John  Re  veil,  Matthew  Cradock,  Thomas  GofFe, 
Samuel  Alderfev,  John  Venn,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Theo- 
philus  Eaton,   and  Thomas  Adams,  afiiftants.*      They 

did 

?  I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  as  particular  account  as  can  be  now  had,  of  the 
character  and  cireumftanees  of  the  principal  undertakers. 

Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor,  was  of  Groton,  in  Suffolk,  defcended  from  repu- 
table anceftors.  One  cf  them,  Adam  Winthrop,  i*  f.iid  to  have  been  an  eminent 
lawyer,  atui  alfo  a  great  favourer  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth. 
Mr.  Winthrop  was  a  jufticc  of  peace  at  the  age  ot  eighteen;  and  very  early  in 
life  was  exemplary  for  his  polite  as  well  as  grave  and  chriftian  deportment.  He 
had  an  eltate  of  fix  or  feven  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which  he  turned  into  money, 
and  embarked  his  all  to  promote  the  fettlement  of  New-England.  It  is  a  very 
full  evidence  of  the  citecm  he  was  in,  that  when  many  gentleinea  of  character, 
lbme  of  them  of  noble  allia  nee,  were  concerned  in  the  fame  undertaking  with  him,  he» 
by  a  general  voice,  was  placed  at  their  head.  He  was  eleven  timer,  chofen  gover- 
nor, and  fpent  his  whole  eltate  in  the  public  fervice,  the  ftipend  being  fmall,  and 
his  hofpitality  great,  and  hi*  bayliff  unfaithful.  His  fon  and  grand  fon  were  fuc- 
cefilveiy  governors  of  Connecticut  colony.  His  great-grand  ion,  John  Winthrop, 
ElVj.  died  in  London,  about  12  or  14  year9  ago.  He  was  known  there  by  the 
name  of  Governor  Winthrop,  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  one  volume  of 
the  Philosophical  Tranfaclions  is  dedicated  to  him.  And  his  potlerity  have  been 
ever  lincc  relpected  and  honoured,  both  in  Connecticut  and  in  Malfachufetts. 
Mr.  Winthrop  was  about  43  years  of  age,  when  he  removed- 

Mr.  Dudley's  father,  Capt.  Roger  Dudley,  loft  his  life  in  the  fevvice  of  his 
country,  leaving  no  oilier  fon.  Mr.  Dudley  early  in  life  engaged  in  the  fame  fer- 
vice.  In  1^97,  he  railed  a  company  of  volunteers,  received  a  captaincy  from 
Queen  Elizabeth,  went  over  to  France,  and  was  at  the  ficge  of  Amiens  under 
Henry  the  Fourth.  After  his  return  10  England,  he  married  a  gentlewoman  of 
good  family  and  eltate,  and  fettled  near  Northampton,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Mr,  Dod,  Hildcrlham,  and  other  celebrated  puritan  minifters  ;  was  a  devout  at- 
tendant upon  their  mimftiv,  and  (although  he  had  been  an  officer)- became  a  fober 
non-conformift.  Lord  Say  and  Seal  recommended'  him  to  the  Earl  of  North- 
hampton. The  Earl,  when  he  came  to  his  eltate,  found  it  encumbered  and  en- 
tangled ;  but  putting  his  afiairs  under  the  care  of  Mr  Dudley,  he,  by  his  prudent 
management,  very  happily  extricated  them.  After  which,  leaving  the  fervice  of 
the  Earl,  he  removed  to  Bolton,  where  he. became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Cotton. 
He  was  loon  dciired  to  return  to  the  Eai  l's  family,  where  he  continued  until  he 
came  to  Nesv-England-  He  was  far  advanced  in  life  forfach  an  undertaking,  be- 
ing fifty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  cliofen  into  the  magistracy  every  year  of  his 
life  afterwards,  four  years  governor,  and  often  deputy  governor.  He  married  a 
i'econd  time  in  his  old  age,  and  had  a  new  let  of  children  ;  and  it  is  very  remark- 
able,  that  he  was  a  captain  in  1  597  ;  and  in  1  764  two  of  his  grand-children  are 
living,  viz.  one  elderly  lady  at  New- London,  in  Connecticut  colony,  the  widow  of 
John  Winthrop  Efq.  greut-grandfon  of  the  firlt  governor)  and  another  at  Newbu- 
ry in  Malfachufetts,  Mrs.  Atkins. 

Mr.  Humphry  was  early  engaged.  He  was  one  of  the  fix  original  patentees 
from  the  council  of  Plymouth.  He  was  prevented  from  coming  over  with  the 
charter.  He  married  the  Lady  Sufan,  daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and 
brought  her  with  their  children  to  New-England  in  165  z,  and  was  immediately 
chofen  an  afliftant.  He  fettled  at  Saugus,  now  Lynn,  about  12  miles  from  Bof- 
ton.  Ebenezer  Burrill,  Efq.  late  of  the  council,  lived  on  part  of  his  farm.  Up- 
on an  invitation  from  Lord  Say,  he  intended  in  the  year  1640  to  have  removed  to 
the  Bahama  iflands ;  but  the  illand  of  Providence  being  taken  by  the  Spaniards, 
he  gave  over  that  defign.  Soon  after,  having  met  with  great  lolTes  by  fire,  and 
his  eft  ate  being  much  impaired,  he  fold  his  plantation  at  Saugus  to  lady  Moody, 
and  returned  to  England. 

Sir  Richard  Saltonftall  was  the  firft  named  afTociate  to  the  fix  original  paten- 
tees.    Although  lie  remained  but  a  fhorf  time  in  New-England,  yet  his  heart  wa6 

let 
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did  not  all  go  over.  From  time  to  time,  until  the 
general  embarkation,  as  any  one  declined,  Tome  other 
perfon  was  chofcn  in  his  ftead.  Firft,  Roger  Lud- 
low was  chofcn  inftead  of  Samuel  Sharp.*      Whilft  they 

were 

fetupon  promoting  the  colony.  He  fent  over  two  of  his  fons,  one  of  which  was 
chofen  into  the  magiitracy,  and  continued  in  it,  except  while  he  was  abfent  in 
England,  until  alter  the  year  tbSo-  Sir  Richard  was  fon  or  grandfon  of 
Sir  Richard  Salronltall,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  1111597.  He  lived  many  years 
after  his  return  to  England.  1  have  feen  his  name  among  the  commiiTioners  for 
the  tr'kil  of  Lilb.um,  or  fome  other  offender  againft  the  ftate.  By  a  will  made  in 
1658,  he  gave  a  legacy  to  the  college  in  New-  England.  His  great-grandfon,  Gut" 
don  Saltonftal),  was  many  years  governor  of  Connecticut ;  and  fome  of  his  pof- 
terity  in  t'iat  colony,  and  MafiachufettSi  are  in  efteem  and  honour  to  this  day. 
Sir  John  Foche,  a  city  knight  in  King  William's  reign,  married  his  great-grand- 
daughter. 

Mr.  Johnfon,  in  a  will  uncancelled,  and  which  remains  on  the  Maflachufetts 
files,  executed  April  28,  in  the  5th  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  calls  himfelf  of  Clip- 
iham  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  fon  of  Abraham  Johnfon,  Efq.  and  grandfon  of 
Robert  Johnfon.  Doctor  Chaderum  was  his  motner's  father.  He  had  much  the 
laigetl  eitate  of  any  of  the  undertakers.  It  lay  in  Rutland,  Northamptonfhire, 
and  Lincolnshire.  He  values  his  intereft  at  that  time  in  the  New-England  ad- 
venture, at  lix  hundred  pounds.  He  had  no  children.  After  providing  for  his 
lady,  he  gave  a  great  number  of  legacies  to  his  friends,  and  to  pious  and  charita- 
ble ufes  ;  his  lands  he  gave  to  his  father  and  brethren.  To  Mr.  Cotton,  from 
whom,  to  the  praiie  ot  God's  grace,  he  acknowledges  to  have  received  much  help 
ind  comtort  in  his  fpuitual  eltate,  he  gave  thirty  pounds,  and  a  gown  cloth.  The 
advowfon  and  right  of  patronage  of  the  parilh  church  of  Ctiplham,  he  gave  to 
Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Cotion.  He  limited  his  funeral  charges  to  250I.  As  Pro- 
vidence ordered  it,  a  lmall  part  of  that  fuin  fuificed.  His  heart  was  fet  on  the 
New-England  concern,  amt  he  ordered  his  executors  to  carry  on  his  fhare  or  part 
in  it.  He  mane  another  will  before  his  death,  ami  appointed  John  Hampden, 
Eiq.  one  of  his  executors  with  Winthrop  and  Dudley.  Upon  his  death  bed,  he 
Is  laid  to  have  rejoiced  that  he  had  lived  to  fee  a  church  of  Chtift  gathered  in 
America,  and  profeffed  that  he  thought  his  life  better  fpent,  than  in  any  other 
way.  He  was  buried,  at  his  own  requeft,  in  part  of  the  ground  upon  Trimon- 
tain  or  Bolton,  which  he  had  chofcn  for  his  lot,  the  fquare  between  School  Itreet 
and  Queen  ltreet.  He  may  be  laid  :o  have  been  the  idol  of  the  people,  for  they  order- 
ed their  bjdies,  as  they  uied,  to  be  buiied  tound  him,  and  this  \va«  the  reafon  of 
appropriating  tor  a  place  of  buiial  what  is  new  called  the  old.  burying  place,  ad- 
joining to  King's  chapel.  He  married  the  lady  Arabella,  another  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Endicot,  the  next  named,  was  among  the  moft  zealous  undertakers,  and 
the  moil  rigid  in  principles,  as  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of  the  hiltory.  This 
difpofition  diftinguilhed  him  more  than  his  other  mental  accBirtplifhments,  or  his 
outward  condition  in  life.  1  have  feen  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  in 
King  Charles  the  Second's  time,  wherein  is  this  expreiiion  :  "The  King  would  take 
it  well,  if  the  people  would  leave  out  Mr.  Endicot  from  the  place  of  governor." 
Some  of  his  uiolterity  remain  at  or  near  Salem. 

Mr.  Nowcli  was  nephew  to  Alexander  Nowell,  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  in  Queen 
Elizabeth's  reign,  or  elfe  the  Dean  was  his  great  uncle.  He  was  a  ruling  elder, 
fome  time,  of  the  church  at  Charleftown  ;  but  that  place,  and  a  place  in  tr.e  civil 
order,  were  thought,  in  that  day,  not  well  to  coniilt,  and  therefore  he  quitted  it, 
cbooung  the  places  of  auiltant  and  fecretary. 

Mr.  William  Vallall,  as  well  as  his  brother  Samuel  Valiall,  were  gentlemen  of 
good  circumitance.s  in  England,    but  do  not  feem  to  have  been  fully  ot    tita  I  .1  ue 
i'entunent  in  matters  of  religion  with  the  planters  in  general ;   and  although  Wil- 
liam 

*  Samuel  Sharp  came  over  afterwards  and  lived  at  Salcin»  but  was  never  tcl- 
i>  ed  to  the  magiftracy.         Majf.  Ree. 
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were  at  Southampton  (March  iS)  Sir  Bryan  Janfen,  Wil- 
li am  Codclington  and  Simon  Braditreet  were  chofen  in  the 
jooril  of  Mr.  Wright,  Eaton  and  GofFe,  and  yet  Sir  Bryan 

never 

Ham  came  over  with  the  firft  company,  yet  he  foon  went  hack  to  England.  He 
returned  a  lew  years  alter  to  New- England,  and  fettled  at  Scituaic  in  Plymouth 
colony,  not  becaufc  they  were  reputed  more  rigid  than  the  Maflaehufetts  people. 
When  Jamaica  was  r^ken  hy  Cromwell  he  laid  the  foundation  of  feveral  tine  eftates 
there,  enjoyed  by  his  poftenty  to  the  prefent  time. 

Mr  Pynchon  was  a  gentleman  ci'  learning  as  well  as  religion.  He  laid  the 
foundation  of  Roxbury,  hut  foon  removed  to  Connecticut  rivor,  was  the  father  of 
the  town  of  Springfield,  where  his  family  hath  rlomiihed  ever  fince. 

Edward  Roflirer  was  of  a  good  family  in  the  Weft  of  England.  He  died  the 
firft  year.  His  lbn  lived  afterwards  at  Combe.  His  grandfon,  Edward  Rolfiter, 
tn  the  >ear  i6Sz  was  deacon  of  Mr.  Jofcph  Allcine's  church  in  Taunton.  He 
fa"ys  in  a  letter,  dated  March  iS,  16X2,  that  his  grandfather,  a  pious  gentleman  of 
good  eltatr,  left  England  for  the  fake  of  religion. 

Thomas  Sharp  and  John  Revell  made  but  a  fliort  itay  in  New-England. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  an  F.alt  country  merchant.  His  father  was  a  minifter  in  Co- 
ventry. He  did  not  come  to  New- Englapd  untij  1637;  and  then  fettled  New. 
Haven  colony,  of  which  he  was  governor  all  his  life  after.  His  correfpor.dence, 
both  with  the  governor  of  Maflaehufetts  and  with  the  Dutch  governor  of 
Manhadoes,  or  New-York,  difcover  a  good  uriderftanding  and  a  virtuous  mind. 

Mr.  Coddington  was  of  Lincolnihiie,  zealous  to  a  great  degree;  was  afterwards 
the  father  of  Rhode- Iffand  colony,  where  his  zeal  abated  and  he  promoted  a  gen- 
eral toleration.  He  was  many  years  v.heir  governor,  and  would  gladly  have  joined 
in  confederacy  with  the  other  colonies,  but  diJlerent  fentiments  upon  tcligioij 
prevented. 

Mr-  Bra  iftrcet  was  of  Emanuel  college,  Cambridge,  from  whence  he  removed 
to  the  family  of  the  Tail  of  Lincoln  as  lis  Reward,  and  afterwards  he  lived  in  the 
fame  capacity  with  the  CouateCs. of  Warwick.  He  married  one  of  Mr.  Dudley's 
daughters,  and  after  her  death  a  lifter  of  Sir  George  Downing.  He  lived  to  be  the 
Ncftor  of  .New-England,  was  born  the  beginning  of  the  century  in  160;,  and 
wanted  but  three  or  four  years  of  completing  it.  I  fuppofe  Sir  Simon  Bradftreet 
and  Dudley  Braditreet,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  are  descended  from  him. 

Mr.  Venn,  commonly  called  Colonel  Venn,  was  in  the  delign  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  intended  to  have  removed,  but  never  did.  Upon  the  change  of  ali'airs 
in  England  he  made  a  figure  there,  being  one  of  the  members  for  the  city  in  the 
long  parliament,  and  among  the  tnoft  active  in  the  oppoiition  to  the  court,  and 
was  one  of  the  King's  judges. 

Mr.  Cradock  waa  more  forward  in  advancing  out  of  his  fubftance  than  any  other, 
being  generally  the  higheft  in  all  fubfenptiohs.  He  was  an  eminent  merchant  in 
London,  and  continued  divers  years  to  carry  on  a  trade  in  the  colony  by  hie  fcr- 
vnnts,  but  he  naver  came  over.  His  fon  or  grandfon,  Samuel  Cradock,  was  a  dif- 
fenting  mlniiter  at  Wickambrook  in  1690.  George  Cradock,  Efq.  now  in  public 
ports  in  the  colony,  is  defcended  from  him. 

I  can  give  no  account  of  the  other  afliftants. 

Sir  William  Brercton  was  one  of  the  company,  and  feems  to  have  been  preparing 
to  come  over,  but  he  found  employment  alio  in  the  long  parliament  and  in  the 
army,  and  was  at  the  head  of  the  forces  which  reduced  C heller.  Several  others,  as 
Mr.  Blackhoufe,  Mr.  Whichcote,  Captain  Waller,  Mr.  Pocock,  Mr.  Harwood, 
and  other  perfons  of  note,  were  of  the  company  and  great  promoters  of  the  plan- 
tation. Lincolnshire  contributed  greatly,  and  more  of  our  principal  families  de- 
rive their  origin  from  thence  than  from  any  part  of  England,  unlefs  the  city  of 
London  be  an  exception.  The  Countefs  of  Warwick  was  a  benefactor.  In  1634 
the  general  court  voted,  "  that  there  mould  be  letters  of  thankfulnefs  figned  by 
the  court  and  fent  to  the  Countefs  of  Warwick,  Mr.  Paynter,  Mr.  Wood,  and 
ethers  that  have  been  benefactors  to  this  plantation."  The  Earl  of  Warwick  her 
fon  was  a  patron  of  the  colony,  and  was  very  able  as  well  as  willing  to  do  kind 

offices 
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never  came  to  New-England.  Even  after  they  had  em- 
barked, at  a  court  on  board  the  Arabella,  Mr.  Dudley  was 
chofen  deputv  governor,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Humphry, 
who  {laid  behind.  It  is  not  matter  of  wonder  that  they 
difcovered  fo  great  want  of  refolution.  It  is  ftrange,  that 
fo  manv  perfevered.  It  mews  fome  little  fortitude  in  a 
man  in  health  and  vigour,  who  goes  through  the  fatigues 
of  a  long  voyage,  and  fpends  but  a  few  months  in  a  wilder- 
nels,  among  ravages,  and  in  a  climate  more  fevere  than  he 
had  ever  experienced.  What  mull  we  think  then  of  per- 
fons  of  rank  and  good  circumftances  in  life,  bidding  a  fin- 
al adieu  to  all  the  conveniences  and  delights  of  England, 
their  native  country,  and  expofing  themfelves,  their  wives 
and  children,  to  inevitable  hardfhips  and  fufferings,  in  a 
long  voyage  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  to  land  'upon  a  moft  in- 
hoipitable  more,  destitute  of  any  kind  of  building  to  fe- 
cure  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  of  moll 
forts  of  food,  to  which  they  had  been  always  ufed  at  their 
former  home  ?  The  ficknefs  and  mortality  which  prevailed 
the  flrft  winter,  they  did  not  forefee.  It  is  an  obiervation 
iince  made,  that  mod  parts  of  America  have  proved  un- 
healthy '(except  where  the  country  is  cleared)  until  perfons 
have  had  a  fealbning  in  it. 

Eleven  mips,  which  failed  from  different  ports  in  En- 
gland, arrived  in  New-England  before  the  end  of  July. 
Six  more  arrived  before  the  end  of  the  year.  They  brought 
above  1500  pafTengers.  The  Arabella,  on  board  which 
was  the  governor  and  feveral  of  the  affiftants,  left  Yarmouth 
between  the  7th  and  10th  of  April.  On  the  7th,  the  gov- 
ernor and  divers  ethers  on  board  figned  a  paper*  directed  to 
their  brethren  of  the  church  of  England,  to  remove  fujfpi- 
cions  or  mifconftrudlions,  and  to  afk  their  prayers.  This 
paper  has  occafioned  a  difpute,  whether  the  flrft  fettiers  of 
MafTachufetts  were  of  the  church  of  England,  or  not. 
However  problematical  it  may  be  what  they  were   while 

they 

offices  to  it  as  long  as  he  lived.  Some  of  the  roinifters  were  of  fatuities  of  dif- 
tindion.  Mr.  Bulkier  from  Bedfordihire  of  an  honourable  family  there.  Samuel 
Whiting,  who  was  mimfter  of  Lynn,  married  a  daughter  of  Oliver  St.  John.  She 
came  with  him  to  New- England.  John  Shearman,  minifter  of  Watertovni,  mar- 
Tied  a  grand-daughter  of  Eari  Rivers.  Her  father,  Mr.  Laume,  was  a  gerttlerjjaj] 
of  1400I.  a  year.  She  was  alive  in..  1697,  the  mother  of  26  chi!d:?n. 
*  Appendix,  No  I. 
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they  remained  in  England,  they  left  no  'room  for  doubt 
after  they  arrived  in  America.  The  Arabella  arrived  at 
Salem  the  12th  of  June.*  The  common  people  immedi- 
ately went  afhore,  and  regaled  themielves  with  Strawberries, 
which  are  very  fine  in  America,  and  were  then  in  perfec- 
tion. This  might  give  them  a  favourable  idea  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country ;  but  the  gentlemen  met  with  enough 
to  fill  them  with  concern.  The  firit  news  they  had,  was  of 
a  general  confpiracy,  a  few  months  before,  of  all  the  Indi- 
ans as  far  as  Narraganfet,  to  extirpate  the  English.  Eigh- 
ty perfons  out  of  about  three  hundred  had  died  in  the  col- 
ony the  winter  before,  and  many  of  thofe  that  remained 
were  in  a  weak,  fickly  condition.  There  was  not  corn  e- 
nough  to  have  lafted  above  a  fortnight,  and  all  other  pro- 
visions were  very  fcant.  They  were  obliged  to  give  all 
the  fervants  -j-  they  had  fent  over  their  liberty,  that  they 
might  thift  for  themfelves,  although  they  had  coft  from  Six- 
teen to  twenty  pounds  a  head.  They  had  not  above  three 
or  four  months  to  look  out  proper  places  for  fettlements, 
and  to  provide  Shelter  againft  the  ieverity  of  the  winter. 
With  this  profpecr,  of  difficulties,  great  enough  for  them 
to  encounter,  ficknefs  began,  among  them.  Being  destitute 
of  neceHary  accommodations,  they  dropped  away  one  af- 
ter another.  Among  others,  the  lady  Arabella,  who,  to 
ufeMr.  Hubbard's  words,  tf  came  from  a  paradife  of  plen- 
ty and  pleafure  in  the  family  of  a  noble  Earl,  into  a  wil- 
dernefs  of  wants ;  and,  although  celebrated  for  her  many 
virtues,  yet  was  not  able  to  encounter  the  adverfity  fhe 
was  Surrounded  with  ;  and,  in  about  a  month  after  her 
arrival,  ihe  ended  her  days  at  Salem,  where  She  firit  land- 
ed." Mr.  Johnfon,  her  nufband,  highly  eSteemed  for  his 
piety  and  wiidom,  overcome  with  grief,  Survived  her  a  Short 
time  only,  and  died  at  Bofton,  the  30th  September,  to  the 
great  lofs  of  the  colony.  Mr.  Roffiter,  another  t>f  the  af- 
fiftants,  died  foon  after.  Before  December,  they  had  loft 
two  hundred  of  their  number,  including  a  few  who  died 
upon  their  pafiage.  The 

•  Mafconomco,  the  Sagamore  of  Cape-Ann,  came  on  board  the  next  morning 
after  the  governor's  arrival  to  bid  him  welcome.        Hub. 

i  The  whole  number  fent  over  was  180.     This  was  a  heavy  iofs. 

Vol.  I.  C 
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The  governor,  and  fomeofthe  principal  perfons,  left  Sa- 
lem the  i  7th  of  June,  and  travelled  through  the  woods  to 
Charleitown,  about  twenty  miles,  to  look  out  for  a  conve- 
nient place  for  their  chief  town,  which  they  had  determin- 
ed mould  be  in  fome  part  of  the  bay  or  harbour  between 
Nantaikot  and  Cambridge.  At  firft  they  pitched  upon 
the  north  fide  of  Charles  river,  or  rather  northweft,  by  the 
major  voice  ;  but  a  number  of  the  principal  gentlemen  hav- 
ing fixed  their  cottages,  fhelters  intended  tor  one  winter  on- 
ly, upon  the  oppoilte  fide  of  the  river,  the  Governor  and  moil 
of  the  afilftants  removed  to  them  in  November.  They 
were  however  undetermined  where  to  build  in  the  fpring. 
A  fortified  town,  at  lead  palifadoed,  was  thought  necena- 
ry  to  defend  them  againft  the  natives,  and  they  could  not 
agree  upon  the  raoft  convenient  place  for  that  purpcfe. 

They  found,  when  they  arrived,  a  few  families  fcattered 
about,  in  feveral  parts  of  the  bay.  Samuel  Maverick,  who 
,  will  often  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  lived  upon 
Noddle's  ifland,  a  grant  or  confirmation  of  which  he  after- 
wards obtained  from  the  court.  He  had  built  a  fmall 
fort,  and  had  four  cannon  mounted  there.*  At  a  point 
upon  Shawmut,  fince  Bofton,f  lived  William  Blackitone, 
who  had  left  England,  being  diflatisfied  there,  and  not  a 
thorough  conformi/l ;  but  he  was  more  diflatisfied  with  the 
non-conformity  of  the  new  comers.  He  told  them  he 
came  from  England  becaufe  he  did  not  like  the  Lords 
Biihops ;  but  he  could  not  join  with  them,  becaufe  he  did 
not  like  the  Lords  Brethren.  He  claimed  the  whole  pen- 
infula  upon  which  Bofton  is  built,  becaufe  he  was  the  firft 
that  flept  upon  it.  He  had  a  grant  of  a  very  handfome 
lot  there  at  the  weft  part  of  the  town;  but  he  chofe  to  quit 
all,  and  removed  to  the  fouthward,  at  or  near  what  is  fince 
called  Providence,];  where  he  lived  to   old   age.       There 

were 

[*  He  was  the  firft  perfon  who  introduced  Negroes  into  the  country.  His  fon, 
Samuel  Maverick,  was  one  of  the  commiflioners  appointed  by  Charles  II.  in  1664 
to  i'ubjugate  the  Dutch,  and  fettle  controverfies  in  the  Englilh  colonies.  J^Jfe- 

lyn's  voyage,  p.  28.  252.     See  Appendix,  No.  15.  j 

f  Said  to  be  called  fo  from  ref'pe£t  to  Mr.  Cotton,  minifter  of  Bofton  in  Eng- 
land, whom  they  expected  to  follow  them. 

i  One  Matter  Blakcftone,  a  minifter,  went  from  Soften,  having  lived  there  9  or 
10  years,  becaufe  he  would  net  join  with  the  church.  He  lives  near  Mufter  Wil- 
liams, but  is  far  from  hi*  opinion.         %echftrd. 
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Were  alfo  feveral  families  at  Mattapan,  fince  called  Doreh- 
efter,  or  rather  Dorcheiter  Neck  ;  here  *  Mr.  Ludlow  and 
Mr.  Re  filter  pitched  with  two  minifters,  Mr.  Warham  and 
Mr.  John  Maverick.  On  the  north  of  Charles  river 
(Cbarleftown)  were  the  remains  of  thole  who  had  moved 
the  laft  year  from  Salem  ;  here  Mr.  Nowell  and  ibrne  of 
his  friends  made  their  pitch,  but  considered  tiaemfelves  and 
Bofton  at  firfl  as  but  one  fettlement,  and  one  church,  with 
Mr.  Wilfon  for  their  minifter.  When  he  went  to  England 
in  the  fpring,  Charleftown  became  a  diftinct  church  and 
town,  and  took  Mr.  James  for  their  minifter.  Sir  Richard 
Saltonftall  chofe  41  place  fome  miles  up  Charles  river,  which 
has  taken  the  name  of  Watertown.  His  company  took 
Mr.  Phillips  for  their  minifter.  Mr.  Pynchon  was  at  the 
head  of  another  company,  who  fettled  between  Dorchefter 
and  Bofton.  Their  town  took  the  name  of  Roxbury. 
They  had  Mr.  Eliot-f  for  their  minifter.  Medford  and 
Miftick  were  then  diftiricv  places,  though  not  fo  at  prefent. 
At  Medford,.!;  which  I  take  to  have  been  afmall  village  at 
the  lower  part  of  Miftick  river,  now  called  a  neck  of  land, 
where  a  creek  alio  ran  into  Charles  river,  it  was  intended  a 
fettlement  mould  be  made  for  Mr.  Cradock  and  the  peo- 
ple he  was  fending  and  had  fent  over.  Here  by  his  agents 
he  built  feveral  vefTels  of  burden.  At  thefe  feveral  places, 
together  with  Salem,  the  whole  company  were  fettle 
the  firft  winter.  They  had  little  time  enough  to  provide 
their  huts.  As  foon  as  December  came,  their  out  door 
work  was  over.  On  the  6th  of  December,  the  governor 
and  affiftanfs  met,  and  agreed  to  fortify  the  neck  between 
Bofton  and  Roxbury,  and  orders  were  give©  for  preparing 
the  materials ;  but  at  another  meeting  on  the  21ft,  they 
laid  that  delign  allele,  and  agreed  on  a  place  {}  about  three 
miks  above  L'harleilovvn,  and  mod  of  them  engaged  to 
build  houfes  there  the  next  year.  The  weather  held  tolerable 
until  the  24th  of  December  ;  but  the  cold  then  came  on 
with    violence.       Such    a  Chriftinas  eve   they  had  never 

feen 

*  They  arrived  at  Nantafket   the  33th  of  May,  from  Plymouth,  in  England. 
+  H-e  did  not  come  over  until  1631.      Mr.  Weld  was  his  colleague. 

+    U''d- 

||   t'irft  qalled  Newtcwn,  iince  Cambridge.  . 
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feen  before.  From  that  time  to  the  i  cth  of  February,  their 
chief  care  was  to  keep  themfelves  warm,  and  as  comforta- 
ble in  other  refpe&s  as  their  fcant  provifion  would  permit. 
The  poorer  fort  were  much  expofed,  lying  in  tents  and 
miferable  hovels,  and  many  died  of  the  fcurvy  and  other 
diftempers.  They  were  lb  ihort  of  provifions,  that  many 
were  obliged  to  live  upon  clams,  mufi'els,  and  other  fhell 
filh,  with  ground  nuts  and  acorns  inftead  of  bread.  One 
that  came  to  the  governor's  houfe,  to  complain  of  his  fuffer- 
ings,  was-  prevented,  being  informed  that  even  there  the 
laft  batch  was  in  the  oven.  Some  inftances  are  mentioned 
of  great  calmnefs  and  refignation  in  this  djftrefs.  A  good 
man,  who  had  affeed  his  neighbour  to  a  dim  of  clams,  after 
dinner  returned  thanks  to  God,  who  had  given  them  to 
fuck  of  the  abundance  of  the  leas,  and  of  treafure  hid  in 
the  fands.  They  had  appointed  the  2 2d  of  February  for 
a  faft  ;  but  on  the  5th,  to  their  great  joy,  the  (hip  Lyon, 
Capt.  Pierce,  one  of  the  laft  year's  fleet,  returned,  laden 
with  provifions,  from  England,  which  were  diftnbuted  ac- 
cording to  the  necefiities  of  the  people*  They  turned 
their  faft  into  a  thankfgiving. 

In  the  fpringof  1631,  they  purfued  their  defign  of  a  for- 
tified town  at  Newtown.  The  governor  fet  up  the  frame 
of  a  houfe,  the  deputy  governor  finilhedhis  houfe,  and  re- 
moved his  family.  About  this  time,  Chicketawbut,  the 
chief  of  the  Indians  near  Bofton,  came  to  vifit  the  gover- 
nor, and  made  high  profeffions  of  friend ihip.  The  appre- 
henfions  of  danger  leilened  by  degrees  ;  the  defign  of  a  for- 
tified town  went  off  in  the  fame  proportion,  until  it  was 
wholly  laid  afide.  The  governor  took  down  his  frame,  and 
carried  it  to  Bofton.  Mr.  Dudley,  the  deputy,  was  offend- 
ed, and  perfifted,  for  fome  time,  in  his  firft  determination 
of  refiding  at  Newtown,  but  at  length  removed  to  Roxbu- 

This  fcheme  of  a  fortified  town  was  well  enough,  while 
they  were  uncertain  what  the  temper  of  the  natives  would 
be.  Their  defign  was  to  make  improvements,  and  to  ex- 
tend their  fettlements  in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  country. 
Unlefs  they  were  upon  fuch  terms  with  the  Indians,  that 
they  could  do  this  with  fafety,  the  colony  could  not  long 

fubfift. 
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fubfiih     If  they  were  upon  fuch  terms,  fortified  towns  were 
unnecefl'ary.* 

The  high  price  of  provifions  this  year  in  England  im- 
poverished the  colony.  Every  bulhel  of  wheat  meal 
toft,  including  the  freight,  14s.  fterling ;  every  bufh- 
el  of  peas  10s.  and  indi&n  corn,  imported  from  Virginia, 
fold  at  los.-f-  Some  were  difcouraged,  and  returned  to 
England,  viz.  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas  Sharp, 
&c.  and  never  came  back  ;  but  others,  in  hopes  of  better 
times,  went  over  to  fetch  their  families,  and  returned  with 
them  ;  viz.  Mr.  Wilion,  Coddington,  J  &c.  They  went 
in  the  Lyon,  which  brought  their  fupply.  In  the  fame 
ihip,  Sir  Chriffopher  Gardner  was  fent  heme  lender  con- 
finement. He  was  a  knight  of  the  fepulchre,  but  conceal- 
ed his  true  character,  and  came  over  laft  year,  under  pre- 
tence of  feparating  himfelf  from  the  world,  and  living  a  life 
of  retirement  and  devotion.  He  offered  to  join  to  ieveral  of 
the  churches,  but  he  was  iufpecxed  to  be  an  immoral  man., 
and  not  received.  He  had  a  comely  young  woman  which 
travelled  with  him.  He  called  her  his  coufih.  For  fome 
mifcarriages  in  Maflachufetts,  be  fled  to  the  Indians, 
They  carried  him  to  Plymouth,  having  firft  ufed  him 
pretty  roughly.  From  thence  he  was  fent  to  Bofton.  He 
joined  afterwards  with  Gorges,  Mafon  and  others  in  com- 
plaints again  ft  the  colony. 

Mr.  Wilfon  left  the  church  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  riv- 
er without  a  minifter.  At  his  parting  he  recommended 
them  to  the  care  of  the  governor,  deputy-governor,  and 
other  godly  and  able  chriftians,  to  carry  on  the  worfliip  of 
God,  on  the  Lord's  day,  by  propheiying  until  his  return. 

So 

*  Mr.  Dudley  fays,  they  laid  aflde  all  thought  of  a  fort,  becaufe  upon  any  in- 
yafion,  when  they  fhould  retire  to  it,  they  mult  necefl'arily  iole  theh  houi'es.  Let- 
ter to  Counters  of  Lincoln.  There  was  the  fame  objection  to  a  fortified  town,  if 
the  inhabitants  ot  other  towns  and  villages  fhould  retire  to  it. 

+  It  was  the  year  163;  before  they  knew  they  fhould  be  able  to  raife  Englifh 
grain,  if  we  may  credit  Johnfon.  ««  This  year  a  fmall  glean  of  rye  was  brought 
to  the  court  as  the  firft  fruits  of  Englifh.  grain,  at  which  this  poor  people  greatly 
rejoiced  to  fee  the  land  would  bear  it."        Jobyrfon,  1633. 

%  The  following  paragraph  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cotton  from  Mr.  Coddington. 
London  June  4,  163  z,  fhews  with  what  zeal  he  had  embarked  in  this  undertaking. 
"  1  am  1  thank  God  in  bodily  health,  yet  not  enjoying  that  freedom  of  fpirit, 
being  withheld  from  that  place  which  my  foul  defireth  and  my  heart  earneftly 
worketh  after  ;  neither  I  think  fhall  I  fee  it  till  towards  the  next  fpring,  my  wife 
Iteinf  with  child;,  and  all  her  friends  unwilling  fhe  fhould  go  in  that  condition." 
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So  much  of  their  attention  was  neceffary,  in  order  to 
provide  for  their  fupport,  that  little  bufinefs  was  done  by 
the  affiftants,  or  by  the  general  court.  The  removal  of 
the  charter  made  many  new  regulations  neceffary,  which 
were  fettled  by  degrees.  The  firft  court  of  affiftants  was 
at  Charleftown,  Aug.  23d,  about  two  months  after  their  ar- 
rival. A  beadle,  a  corporation  officer,  was  appointed,  k 
was  then  Ordered  that  the  governor  and  deputy  for  the 
time  being,  fhould  be  juftices  of  the  peace;  four  of  the  then 
affiftants  were  alio  appointed  juftices.  All  juftices  whatso- 
ever were  to  have  the  fame  power  for  reformation  of  abuf- 
es  and  punishing  offenders,  which  juftices  have  in  England ; 
but  no  corporeal  punifhment  to  be  inflicted,  except  by  an 
affiftant.  In  high  offences,  the  governor  and  affiftants  fat 
as  a  court,  as  well  as  in  civil  matters.  There  was  a  trial 
by  a  jury  this  year  for  murder,  and  the  perfon  charged  was 
acquitted.  The  firft  general  court  was  held  the  19th 
of  October,  not  by  a  reprefentative,  but  by  every  one  that 
was  free,  of  the  corporation,  in  perfon.  None  had  been 
admitted  freemen  fmce  they  left  England.  The  gover- 
nor and  affiftants  had  a  great  influence  over  the  court.  It 
was  ordered,  that  for  the  future  the  freemen  fhould  choofe 
the  affiftants,  and  the  affiftants  from  among  themfelves 
choole  the  governor  and  deputy  governor.  The  court  of 
affiftants  were  to  have  the  power  of  making  laws,  and  ap- 
pointing officers.  This  was  a  departure  from  their  char- 
ter. One  hundred  and  nine  freemen  were  admitted  at  this 
court,  Maverick,  Eiackftone,  and  many  more  who  were 
not  of  any  of  the  churches,  were  of  this  number.  This 
was  all  that  was  tranfacled,  that  was  any  thing  material, 
the  firft  year.  The  next  general  court  was  the  court  of 
election  for  163.1-.  The  fcale  was  now  turned,  and  the 
freemen  refolded  to  choofe  both  governor,  deputy  and  af- 
fiftants, notwithstanding  the  former  vote;  and  made  an  or- 
der, that,  for  the  time  to  come,  none  fhould  be  admitted  to 
the  freedom  of  the  body  politic,    but  fuch  as  were  church 

members.* 

ihis 

*  None  may  now  he  a  Freeman  of  that  company,  unlefthebe  a  church  member 

.  them.      None  iiave  voice  in  elections  ot  governor,  deputy  and  affiitants, 

'  to  be  magiftrates,  officers  or  jurymen,  grand  or  petit,  but  freemen.    The 

migiftatis 
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This  was  a  moft  extraordinary  order  or  law;  and  yet  it 
continued  in  force  until  the  d  involution  of  the  government, 
i(  tx  ing  repealed  in  appearance  only  *  after  the  reftoration  of 
King  Charles  the  Second.  Had  they  been  deprived  of  their 
civil  privileges  in  England,  by  an  ace  of  parliament,  unlefs 
they  would  join  in  communion  with  the  churches  there,  it 
might  very  well  have  been  the  firfl  in  the  roll  of  grievan- 
ces. But  fuch  were  the  requiiites  to  qualify  for  church 
memberfhrp  here,  that  the  grievance  was  abundantly  great- 
er. 

The  fcarcity  of  the  former  year  excited  the  inhabitants 
to  make  the  greater  improvements  by  tillage,  as  foon  as 
the  fpring  advanced  ;  and  it  pleafed  God  to  give  them  fuch 
favourable  feafons,  that  they  had  a  very  plentiful  harveil ; 
and  indian  corn,-j-  which  could  not  be  purchafed  with  mo- 
ney the  year  before,  at  the  end  of  this  year  was  made  a 
tender  in  difcharge  of  all  debts,  except  money  or  beaver 
had  been  fpecially  agreed  for.  Cattle  were  extremely  dear, 
a  great  part  of  what  had  been  f hipped  from  England  being 
dead,  and  a  milch  cow  was  valued  at  twenty-five  to  thirty 
pounds  ireriing. 

The  fame  governor  and  deputy  governor,  and  fuch  of 
the  afUftants  o^  1630  as  were  living,  and  in  the  colony,  were 
re-elected  for  the  year  1631.;!;  They  continued  to  make  the 
fame  choice  for  1632,  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  John 
Humphry,  who  had  been  deputy  governor  in  England,  but 
was  prevented  coming  the  firfl  year,  and  John  Winthrop, 
jun.  the  governor's  eldeft  fbn,  who,  with  his  wife,  mother* 
and  fome  others  of  the  family,  arrived  in  October  the  year 

before. 

minifters  give  their  votes  in  all  elections  of  magiftrates.  Now  the  moft  of  the 
porfons  at  New- England  are  not  admitted  or"  their  church,  and  therefore  are  no': 
Jreemen,  and  when  they  come  to  be  tried  there,  be  it  for  life  or  limb,  name  or 
cilate,  or  whatsoever,  they  mult  be  tried  and  judged  too  by  thole  of  the  church 
who  are  in  a  fort  their  adverfaries.  How  equal  that  hath  been  or  may  be,  fome 
by  experience  do  know,  others  may  judge.        J.cchfvd. 

*The  minifter  was  to  certify,  that  the  candidates  for  freedom  were  of  orthodox 
principles,  and  of  good  lives  and  converfations. 

+  Th'.s  however  was  mean  diet  and  diftafteful  to  Europeans  in  general.  "  The 
want  of  Englith  grain,  wheat,  barley  and  rye,  proved  a  fore  afflidiqn  to  fome  fto- 
muchs  who  could  not  live  upon  indian  bread  and  water,  yet  were  they  compelled 
to  it."         J^h.-'fon. 

%  Hubbard.  This  year,  and  this  only,  the  affiftants  chofen,  are  not  named  it 
the  colony  records. 
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before.  They  were  frequently  alarmed,  this  year,*  by  the 
Indians,  which  put  them  into  confufion ;  happy  for  them, 
that  in  this  their  feeble  infant  ftate  they  were  only  alarm- 
ed. A  company  of  Eaftern  Indians,  called  Tarrateens,  a- 
bout  an  hundred  in  number,  aifaulted  the  wigwams  of  the 
Sagamore  of  Agawam.-f  They  came  by  water  in  thirty 
canoes,  flew  feven  Indians,  and  wounded  two  Sagamores, 
who  lived  near  Boflon,  and  carried  away  captives  one  of 
their  wives,  with  divers  other  Indians.  The  governor  like- 
wife  received  advice  from  the  governor  of  Plymouth,  of  a 
broil  between  fome  Englifh  of  that  colony  and  fome  of 
the  Narraganfet  Indians,  who  fet  upon  the  Englifh  houfe 
at  Sowam  ;"];  alfo  of  motions  made  by  the  Pequods,  which 
caufed  the  Dutch  governor  of  Manhadoes  to  give  notice 
to  the  Englifh  to  be  upon  their  guard.  A  fhallop,  bel ongo- 
ing to  Dorchcfter,  having  been  miffing  all  the  winter,  it 
appeared  this  fummer,  that  the  crew,  confifting  of  five 
men,  had  been  fecretly  murdered  by  the  Eaftern  Indians. 
However,  the  Sagamores  near  Boflon  made  profeflions  of 
friendfhip  ;  and  on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  this  year,  Myantino- 
mo,  one  of  the  great  Sachems  of  the  Narraganfets,  the 
moll  numerous  of  all  the  Indians  between  Boflon  and  Hud- 
fon's  river,  came  down  to  Boflon,  whether  out  of  fear  or 
love  they  could  not  tell,  to  enter  into  a  league  of  friend- 
fhip with  the  colony.  He  and  his  followers  were  invited 
to  attend  the  public  worfhip  ;  but  three  of  them  withdrew 
in  fermon  time,  and  to  fatisfy  their  hunger  broke  into  an 
Englifh  houfe  to  get  victuals.  The  Sagamore,  who  was  a 
very  high  fpirited  fellow,  could  hardly  be  perfuaded  to  or- 
der them  any  corporeal  punifhment ;  but  he  was  fo  afham- 
ed  of  his  attendants,  that  he  ordered  them  out  of  town, 
and  followed  them  himlelf  foon  after. 

The  French  alfo  occafioned  fome  uneafy  apprehenfions, 
They  had  been  drove  from  Acadie  by  Sir  Samuel  Argall, 
in  1613.     The  people  of  New-Plymouth    had   fet   up  a 
trading  houfe  at  Penobfcot,  about  the  year  1627.      Intel- 
ligence 

*  There  was  an  alarm  in  1 63 1  at  Saugus  or  Lynn,  Lieut.  Walker,  then  upon 
the  watch,  was  (hot  through  his  clothes  hy  two  arrows,  but  by  an  immediate  dis- 
charge of  a  culverin  it  was  fuppoied  the  Indians  withdrew.        J.hnjorti  &c. 

+  Ipfwich. 

X  In  part  of  what  is  now  Biiftol. 
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ligence  was  brought  this  year  to  MaiTachufetts,  that  in  1 630 
or  1 63 1  Sir  William  Alexander  had  fold  the  country  of 
Nova-Scotia  to  the  French,  and  that  the  fort  with  all  the 
ammunition  and  ftores  were  delivered  to  them;  that  Car- 
dinal Richlieu  had  ordered  fome  companies  there,  and 
that  more  were  expected  the  next  year,  with  priefts, jefuits, 
&c.  This  news  alarmed  the  governor  and  council,  and 
put  them  upon  confultations  for  their  defence.  They  de- 
termined to  finilh  a  fort  which  was  begun  at  Bofton,  to 
build  another  at  Nantafket,  and  to  haften  the  fettlement 
of  Agawam  (Ipfwich)  it  being  one  of  the  beft  places  both 
for  pafture  and  tillage,  left  an  enemy  mould  take  pofleflion 
and  prevent  then].  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor's  fon, 
was  accordingly  fent  to  begin  a  plantation  there.*  It  ap- 
pears that  their  apprehenfions  of  the  French  defigns  to  take 
pofTeflion  of  fome  part  or  other  of  the  coaft  were  not  ill  found- 
ed, for  they  fent  a  (hip  this  year,  1632,  to  Penobfcot,  as  a 
prelude  to  what  was  to  come  after.  Governor  Bradford,  of 
Plymouth,  gives  this  account  of  it.  "  This  year  the  houfe 
"  at  Penobfcot  is  robbed  by  the  French  in  this  manner  : 
"  While  the  mailer  of  the  houfe,  and  part  of  the  company 
"  with  him,  is  come  with  one  vefl'el  to  the  weftvvard,  to 
"  fetch  a  lupply  of  goods,  brought  over    for  us,   a  fmall 

French 

*  The  Tarrateen  or  Eaflern  Indians,  who  had  a  fpite  againft  the  Indians  of 
Agawam,  and  had  attacked  them  and  drove  tliein  from  their  fettlement,  intended 
mifchief  againft  the  Englifh  alfo,  as  appears  by  the  following  account  preferved 
among  the  papers  of  Mr.  Cobbett,  the  minifter  of  Agawam  or  Ipfwich  : 

m  At  the  firft  planting  of  Ipfwich,  as  a  credible  man  informed  me,  namely, 
«'  Quartermafter  Perkins,  the  Tarrateens  or  Eafterly  Indians  had  a  deiign  to  have 
"  cut  them  off  at  the  firft,  when  they  had  but  between  20  and  30  men,  old  and 
*'  young,  belonging  to  the  place,  and  at  that  inftant  moft  of  them  gone  into  the 
*'  bay  about  their  occafions,  not  hearing  of  any  intimations  thereof.  It  was  thus. 
•"  One  Robin,  a  friendly  Indian,  came  to  this  John  Perkins,  then  a  young^  man, 
M  living  then  in  a  little  hut  upon  his  father's  illand  on  this  fide  of  Jeoifry's*neck, 
f  and  told  him,  on  fuch  a  Thurfday  morning  early  there  would  come  four  In- 
"  dians  to  draw  him  to  go  down  the  hill  to  the  water  fide  to  truck  with  them, 
"  which  if  he  did,  he  and  all  near  him  would  be  cut  off,  for  there  were 40  birchen 
44  canoes  would  lie  out  of  light  at  the  brow  of  the  hill,  full  of  arm'd  Indians  for 
"  that  purpofe.  Of  this  he  forthwith  acquainted  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  who  then 
"  lived  there  in  a  houfe  near  the  water,  who  advifed  him,  if  fuch  Indians  came, 
"  to  carry  it  ruggedly  towards  them  and  threaten  to  fhoot  them  if  thev  would  not 
"  be  gone,  and  when  their  backs  were  turned  to  ftrifce  up  a  drum  he  had  with 
'•  him,  belides  his  two  mufkets,  and  then  difchage  them,  that  io  6  or  8  young 
«'  men  who  were  in  the  marines  hard  by,  a  mowing,  keeping  their  guns  ready 
."  charged  by  them,  might  take  the  alarm,  and  the  Indians  would  perceive  their 
».«  plot  was  difcovered  and  hafte  away  to  fea  again,  which  accordingly  was  fo  acted 
««  and  took  like  effect,  for  he  told  me,  he  prefently  after  difcerned  40  fuch  canoe* 
*.«  ihoye  off  from  under  the  bill  and  make  as  faft  as  they  could  to  fea." 
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"  French  vefTel,  having  a  falfe  Scot  aboard,  goes  into  the 
"  harbour,  pretends  they  are  newly  come  from  fea,  knows 
"  not  where  they  are,  that  the  i'effel  is  very  leaky,  and  de- 
"  fires  they  may  haul  her  alhore,  and  flop  her  leaks,  mak- 
"  ing  many  French  compliments  and  congees :  and  leeing 
"  but  three  or  four  fimple  men,  who  are  fervants,  and  by 
"  the  Scotchman  underftanding  the  mafter  and  the  reft  of 
"  the  company  are  gone  from  home,  fall  to  commending 
"  the  guns  and  mulkets,  which  lie  on  the  racks  by  the  wall 
"  fide,  take  them  down  to  look  on  them,  afking  if  they 
"  were  charged,  and  when  pofiefTed  of  them,  one  prefenta 
"  a  loaded  piece  againfl  the  fervants,  another  a  piftol :  they 
"  bid  them  not  to  ftir,  but  deliver  the  goods,  and  made 
"  them  help  in  carrying  them  all  aboard,  to  the  value  of 
"  four  or  live  hundred  pounds  flerling,  prime  coft ;  three 
"  hundred  weight  of  beaver,  the  reft  in  trading  goods,  as 
"  coats,  rugs,  blankets,  &c.  then  fet  the  fervants  at  liberty, 
"  and  go  away  with  this  taunting  nieflage,  Tell  your  maf- 
"  ter,  when  he  returns,  that  fome  or  the  Ille  of  Rhee  gen- 
"  tlemen  have  been  here." 

It  appears  that  the  Maflachufetts  people  took  poffeffion 
of  the  country  at  a  very  critical  time.  Richiieu  in  all 
probability  would  have  planted  his  colony  nearer  the  lun, 
if  he  could  have  found  any  place  vacant.  De  Mcnts  and 
company  had  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the 
coaft  from  Cape-Sables  beyond  Cape-Cod  in  1604  ;  indeed 
it  does  not  appear  that  they  then  went  round  or  to  the 
bottom  of  Maflachufetts-Bay.  Had  they  once  gained 
footing  there,  they  would  have  prevented  the  Englifn.  The 
frenchified  court  of  King  Charles  the  Firft  would,  at  the 
treaty  of  Saint  Germain's,  have  given  up  any  claim  to 
Maflachufetts-Bay  as  readily  as  they  did  to  Acadie  ;  for 
the  French  could  make  out  no  better  title  to  Penobfcot 
and  the  other  parts  of  Acadie  than  they  could  to  Maffa- 
chufetts.  The  little  plantation  at  New-Plymouth  would 
have  been  no  greater  bar  to  the  French  in  one  place  than 
in  the  other.  The  Dutch  the  next  year  would  have  quiet- 
Iv  pofTefTed  themfelves  of  Connecticut  river,  unlefs  the 
French  infeead  of  the  Engliih  had  prevented  them. 
Whether  the  people  of  either  nation  would  have  perfever- 

ed, 
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cd,  is  uncertain.  If  they  had  done  it,  the  late  conteft  f0I 
the  dominion  of  North-America  would  have  been  between 
France  and  Holland,  and  the  commerce  of  En^nd  would 
have  borne  a  very  different  proportion  to  that  of  *Uc  *»fli 
of  Europe  from  what  it  does  at  prefent. 

The  new  fettlers  were  in  perils  alfo  from  their  owr. 
countrymen.  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon. 
two  of  the  council  of  Plymouth,  who,  with  a  view  to  the 
advancement  of  their  fortunes  had  expended  large  fumi 
to  little  purpofe  in  attempts  to  fettle  colonies  in  New 
England,  beheld  Mafiachufetts  with  an  envious  eye.  They 
intended  for  themfelves  all  that  part  of  the  colony  which 
lies  to  the  eaftward  of  Naumkeag.  Gardiner  and  Mor- 
ton,* to  revenge   the  affronts  they  had  received,  joined 

rtrtth 

*  Morton  wrote  the  following  letter  to  one  Jeffries  in  New-England-  "  My 
very  good  gofilp.  If  I  fhould  commend  my  felt  to  you,  you  would  reply  with  this 
proverb. propria  lau&fordtt  in  ere:  but  to  leave  impertinent  falutes  and  really  pro- 
ceed,-you  (hall  hereby  underftand,  that  altho'  when  I  was  rirft  fent  to  England 
to  make  complaint  againft  Ananias  aiid  the  brethren,  I  eireded  the  bullnefs  but 
fuperfkially  (through  the  brevity  of  time)  I  have  at  this  time  taken  deliberation 
and  brought  the  matter  to  a  better  pais,  and  it  is  brought  about  that  the  King 
hath  taken  the  matter  into  his  own  hands.  The  fyfalfachufetts  patent  by  an  order 
of  council  was  brought  in  view,  the  privileges  therein  granted  well  (canned,  and 
at  the  council  board,  in  pretence  of  Sir  R.  Saltonftall  and  the  reft,  it  was  declared, 
for  manifold  abufes  therein  difcoveied,  to  be  void.  The  King  hath  re-affumed 
the  whole  bufinefs  into  his  own  hands,  and  given  order  for  a  general  governor  for 
the  whole  territory  to  be  fent  over.  The  commiflion  is  palled  the  privy  feal,  I 
law  it,  and  the  fame  was  fent  to  my  Lord  Keeper  to  have  it  pafs  the  great  feal, 
and  I  now  ftay  to  return  with  the  governor,  by  whom  all  complainants  fhall  have 
relief.  So  that  now  Jonas  being  fet  afhore  may  lately  cry,  repent  ye  cruel  fchif- 
matics,  repent,  there  are  yet  but  40  days.  If  J  »ve  vouchsafe  to  tlunx'.er,  the 
charter  and  the  kingdom  of  the  fepafatifts  will  fall  alunder.  —  My  lord  of  Canter- 
bury with  my  lord  privy  feal,  having  caufed  all  Mr.Cradock's  letters  to  be  viewed, 
and  his  apology  for  the  brethren  particularly  heard,  protefted  againft  hi  in  and 
Mr.  Humfries  that  they  were  a  couple  of  impofturous  knaves,  fo  that  for  all  their 
great  friends  they  departed  the  council  chamber  in  our  view  with  a  pair  of  cold 
lhouiders.  I  have  ftaid  long,  yet  have  not  loft  my  labour.  The  brethren  have 
found  themfelves  frultrated  and  I  lhall  fee  my  defue  upon  mine  enemies. — Of 
tbefe  things  I  thought  good  by  fo  convenient  a  met'.enger  to  give  you  notice  left 
you  lhculd  think  I  died  in  obfeurity,  as  the  brethren  vainly  intended  I  fhould. 
As  for  Ratc'ifre  he  was  comforted  by  their  lordlhips,  with  the  cropping  of  Mr. 
Winthrop's  ears,  which  thews  what  opinion  is  held  amongft  them  of  king  Win- 
throp  with  all  his  inventions  and  his  Amfterdam  and  fantaftical  ordinances,  his 
preachings,  marriages  and  other  abufive  ceremonies  which  exemplify  his  deterta- 
tion  of  the  church  of  England  and  contempt  of  his  Majefty's  authority  and 
wholefome  laws.     I  reft  your  loving  friend. 

May  1,  1634.  Thomas  Morton." 

Morton  came  to  New- England  again  in  1643,  when  this  letter  and  a  book  he  had 
wrote  full  of  invectives  were  produced  againft  him.  He  was  truly  called  the  ac- 
cufer  of  the  brethren.  The  court  lined  him  iccl.  He  was  poor  and  unable  to 
pay  it.  Nothing  but  his  age  faved  him  from  the  whipping  poft.  He  went  to 
Acamenticus  and  there  died  a  year  or  two  after. 
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with  them  in  a  complaint  to  the  King  in  council  againft 
the  colony.  At  this  time  they  failed  of  fuccefs,  and  an 
order  wa?  tu&H  m  council,  19th  January,  1632,  "  dt-clar- 
«  jpS  ine  fair  appearances  and  great  hopes  which  there  then 
"■  were  that  the  country  would  prove  beneficial  to  the 
:i  kingdom,  as  well  as  profitable  to  the  particular  perfons 
■c  concerned  ;  and  that  the  adventurers  might  be  allured, 
'  that  if  things  mould  be  carried  on  as  was  pretended 
'  when  the  patents  were  granted  and  according  as  by  the 
"  patent  is  appointed,  his  Majefty  would  not  only  main- 
"  tain  the  liberties  and  privileges  heretofore  granted,  but 
"  fupply  any  thing  further  which  might  tend  to  the  good 
"  government,  prolperity  and  comfort  of  the  people 
«  there."* 

In  the  year  1633,  the  people  ftill  continued  the  admin- 
iftration  of  government  in  the  fame  hands.  Freih  fupplies 
of  inhabitants  had  been  brought  from  .England  from  time 
to  time  in  the  courfe  of  the  two  former  years,  but  there 
were  many  who  were  willing  to  fee  the  fuccefs  of  the  tirft 
adventurers  before  they  embarked  themfelves.  The  re- 
ports carried  over  were  very  encouraging,  fo  that  this  year 
there  was  a  very  great  addition  made,  fhips  arriving  all 
fummer,  in  fome  months  twelve  or  fourteen  in  a  month  j 
an  exportation  fo  great,  and  of  fuch  fort  of  perfons,  that  it 
produced  the  following  order  of  the  King  in  council,  21ft 
February,  1633. 

"  Wherearthe  board  is  given  to  underfhmd  of  the  fre? 
"  quent  transportation  of  great  numbers  of  his  Majefty's 
"  iubjects  out  of  this  kingdom  to  the  plantation  of  New- 
"  England,  among  whom  divers  perfons,  known  to  be  ill 
"  affected,  difcontented  not  only  with  civil  but  eccleii- 
"  aftical  government  here,  are  obferved  to  refort  thither, 
"  whereby  fuch  confufion  and  diffraction  is  already  grown 
"  there,  efpecially  in  point  of  religion,  as  befide  the  ruin  of 
ci  the  faid  plantation  cannot  but  highly  tend  to  the  fcan- 
"  dal  both  of  church  and  ftate  here  :  And  whereas  it  was 
"  informed  in  particular,  that  there  are  at  this  prefent 
"  divers  (hips  in  the  river  of  Thames  ready  to  fet  fail  thi- 
"  ther,    freighted  with   pafiengers  and   provifions  :    It  is 

"  thought 

*  Hubbard. 
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"  thought  fit  and  ordered  that  ftay  fhould  be  forthwith 
"  made  of  the  faid  fhips  until  further  order  from  this 
"  board.  And  the  feveral  mailers  and  freighters  of  the 
"  fame  fhould  attend  the  board  on  Wednefday  next  in  the 
'-  afternoon,  with  a  lift  of  the  paiTengers  and  provilions  in 
V  each  (hip.  And  that  Mr.  Cradock,  a  chief  adventurer 
"  in  that  plantation,  now  prefent  before  the  board,  fhould 
"■  be  "required  to  caufe  the  letters  patent  for  the  faid  planta- 
14  tion  to  be  brought  to  this  board."* 

Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  that  this  order  was  the  efTed:  of  a 
new  complaint,  preferred  by  Gardiner,  Morton  and  others, 
of  their  hardfhips  and  fufrerings  from  the  ie verity  of  the 
government ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  company  as  were  in 
England  were  called  before  the  committee  of  council,  and 
delivered  an  anfwer  in  writing ;  and  that  upon  reading 
thereof  it  pleafed  God  fo  to  work  with  the  Lords  of  the 
council,  and  afterwards  with  the  King's  Majefty,  that  when 
the  whole  matter  was  reported  to  him  by  Sir  Thomas  Jer- 
mayne,  one  of  the  council,  who  had  been  prefent  at  the 
three  days  of  hearing,  and  fpake  much  in  commendation 
ot  the  governor,  both  to  the  Lords  and  after  to  his  Majef- 
ty, the  King  laid  he  would  have  fuch  feverely  punifhed  as 
fhould  abufe  his  governor  and  the  plantation  ;  and  the  de- 
fendants were  difmifled  with  a  favourable  order  for  their 
encouragement ;  being  allured  from  fome  of  the  council 
that  his  Majefty  did  not  intend  to  impofe  the  ceremonies 
of  the  church  of  England  upon  them,  for  that  it  was  con- 
fidered  it  was  for  the  fake  of  freedom  from  thofe  things 
that  people  went  over  thither.'  It  is  certain  a  ftop  was 
not  put  to  the  emigration.  There  came  over  amongft 
many  others  in  this  year,  1633,  Mr.  Haynes,  of  the  civil 
order  ;  Mr.  Cotton,-f  Mr.  Hooker,  and  Mr.  Stone,  three 
of  the  molt  famous  men  of  the  religious  order.  Mr.  Cot- 
ton is  fuppofed  to  have  been  more  inftrumental  in  the  fet- 
tlement  of  their  civil  as  well  as  ecclefiaftical  polity,  than 
any  other  pei'fon.     The  church  of  Bofton,   by  advice  of 

the 

*  Hubbard. 

+  Mr.  Cotton's  removal  was  flattened  by  letters  mifllve  which  were  out  againrt: 
him  to  convent  him  before  the  high  commilfion  court  for  non-conformity.  His 
friends  advifed  him  to  keep  clofe  until  he  had  an  opportunity  of  embarking. 
Mf.  Jetttr  Sam.  Whiting. 
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the  governor  and  council,  and  of  the  elders  in  the  colony, 
received  him  for  their  teacher,  to  which  office  he  was  or- 
dained the  17th  October.  Mr.  Thomas  Levefett,  an 
ancient  member  of  Mr.  Cotton's  church  in  England,  was 
at  the  fame  time  ordained  ruling  elder.  The  circumftan- 
ces  and  order  of  proceeding  in  Mr.  Cotton's  ordination 
were  intended  as  a  precedent,  and  the  congregational 
churches  in  New-England  have  generally  conformed  there- 
to ever  fince.  Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Stone,  with  their 
friends,  fettled  at  Newtown  (Cambridge.)* 

In  the  year  1634,  they  thought   proper  to  give  their 

governor 

*  In  the  year  1633,  the  final]  pox  made  terrible  havock  among  the  Indians  of 
Maflachufetts.  Whether  or  no  their  food  and  irregular  diet  futnimes  greater 
quantities  of  the  morbihek  matter  than  in  more  temperate  pet  ions,  I  leave  to 
phyficians.  They  were  destitute  of  every  thing  proper  for  comfort  and  relief, 
and  died  in  greater  proportion  than  is  known  among  the  Englilh.  John,  Saga- 
more or  Winiiimet,  and  James  of  Lynn,  with  aim  oft  all  their  people,  died  of  the 
diftemper.  All  writers  agree,  that,  a  few  years  before  the  Englifn  came  to  New- 
Plymouth,  a  mortal  contagious  diflemper  fwept  away  great  numbers  of  Indians, 
fo  that  fome  tribes  were  in  a  manner  extinct  ;  the  Mallaehufetts  paiticulaily  are 
faid  by  fome  to  have  been  reduced  from  thirty  thoufand  to  three  hundred  fight- 
ing men.  The  fmall  pox  proving  fmce  fo  fatal  to  Indians,  caufed  fome  to  iup- 
pofe  that  to  have  been  the  diftemper  ;  but  the  Indians  themfelves  always  gave  a 
very  different  account,  and,  by  their defcription,  it  was  a  peftilential  putrid  fever. 
In  one  of  the  voyages  collected  by  Purchafe,  it  is  laid  to  have  been  the  plague  ; 
and  that  lome  of  the  Indians  which  recovered  (hewed  the  fears  of  the  boil.  An 
inftance  of  mortality  among  the  Indians  of  NantuiAet,  in  the  year  1763,  ftrength- 
enithe  probability  of  their  account  ol  the  diftemper  itfelf,  ami  of  the  amazing  el* 
feels  of  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  Odtober,  there  were  belonging  to  the  ifland  of  Nantucket 
about  320  Indians  of  every  age  and  fex,  in  90  families.  A  fever  then  began 
among  them,  and  before  the  end  of  January  between  260  and  270  perfons  had 
been  feized  with  it,  of  which  number  i  men  and  9  women  only  recovered,  and 
but  15  families  and  about  8^  fouls  remained,  15  of  which  had  wintered  in  the 
ftraits  of  Belleifle  and  efcaped  the  diftemper.  A  phyfician  of  note  iuppol'ed  this 
mortality  to  be  occafioned  by  a  dearth  among  the  Indians  the  two  preceding 
years,  fo  that  they  had  but  little  corn  or  any  other  farinaceous  food,  and  this  year 
had  been  fome  months  without,  which  caufed  them  to  fall  upon  their  pumpkins, 
fqualhes,  &c.  before  they  were  vipe,  and  this  food  brought  their  blood  into  a 
putrid  and  broken  ftate.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  Englilh  inhabitants  were 
free  from  the  diftemper,  and  not  one  perfon  died  of  it.  The  infeclion  was  fup- 
pofed  by  fome  to  be  taken  from  an  Irilh  bngantine  ;  but  Mr.  Timothy  Folger,  a 
fenfible  gentleman  of  the  ifland,  from  whom  I  received  the  foregoing  account, 
alibied  me  there  was  no  room  to  fuppofe  fo,  or  that  it  caqne  from  abroad. 

Our  anceftors  fuppofed  an  immediate  interpofition  of  Providence  in  the  great 
mortality  among  the  Indians,  to  make  room  for  the  fettlement  of  the  Englilh.  I 
am  not  inclined  to  credulity  ;  but  fhould  not  we  go  into  the  contrary  extreme  if 
we  were  to  t-ke  no  notice  of  the  extinction  of  this  people  in  all  parts  of  the  con- 
tinent ?  In  fome  the  Englilh  have  made  life  of  means  the  moft  likely  to  have 
prevented  it,  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  Notwithstanding  their  frequent  ruptures 
with  the  Englilh,  very  few,  comparatively,  have  perilbed  by  wars.  They  waite, 
they  moulder  away,  and,  as  Charlevoix  fays  of  the  Indians  of  Canada,  they 
dtfappear. 
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governor  fome  refpite,  Mr.  Dudley  being  chofen  in  his 
itead,  and  Roger  Ludlow  deputy  governor. 

Mr.  Haynes,  who  had  lately  come  over,  was  chofen  to 
the  place  of  affiftant.  The  governor  and  affiftants  kept 
the  powers  of  government,  both  legiflative  and  executive, 
very  much  in  their  hands  the  three  flril  years.  The  peo- 
ple began  to  grow  uneafy  ;  and  the  number  of  freemen 
being  greatly  multiplied,  an  alteration  of  the  conftitution 
feoms  to  have  been  agreed  upon  or  fallen  into  by  a  general 
confent  of  the  towns  ;  for  at  a  general  court  for  elections, 
in  1634,  twenty-four  of  the  principal  inhabitants  appeared 
as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  body  oi  freemen,  and  before 
they  proceeded  to  the  election  of  magiftrates,  the  people 
aherted  their  right  to  a  greater  mare  in  the  government 
than  had  hitherto  been  allowed  them  ;  and  reiblved, 
"  That  none  but  the  general  court  had  power  to  make  and 
eftabiiih  laws,  or  to  elect  and  appoint  officers!,  as  governor, 
deputy  governor,  affiftant  s,  treafurer,  fecrctary,  captains, 
lieutenants,  enfigns,  or  any  of  like  moment,  or  to  remove 
iiich  upon  mifdemeanor,  or  to  let  out   the   duties   and 

powers   of  thefe   officers That  none  but  the  general 

court  hath  power  to  raife  monies  and  taxes,  and  to  difpofe 
of  lands,  viz.  to'  give  and  confirm  proprieties."  After 
thefe  refolutions,  they  proceeded  to  the  election  of  magif- 
trates. Then  they  further  determined,  "  That  there  mall 
be  four  general  courts  held  yearly,  to  be  fummoned  by  the 
governor  for  the  time  being,  and  not  to  be  difibived  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  major  part  of  the  court That  it 

fhail  be  lawful  for  the  freemen  of  each  plantation  to  chooie 
two  or  three  before  every  general  court,  to  confer  of  and 
prepare  fuch  bufmefs  as  by  them  (hall  be  thought  fit  to 
conlider  of  at  the  next  court ;  and  that  fuch  perfons  as  fhall 
be  hereafter  fo  deputed  by  the  freemen  of  the  feveral 
plantations  to  deal  in  their  behalf  in  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
monwealth, fhall  have  the  full  power  and  voices  of  all  the 
faid  freemen  derived  to  them  for  the  making  and  eftab- 
lifhing  of  laws,  granting  of  lands,  &c.  and  to  deal  in  all 
other  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  wherein  the  freemen 
have  to  do,  the  matter  of  election  of  magiftrates  and  other 
officers  only  excepted,  wherein  every  freeman  is  to  give  his 

own 
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own  voice." — And,  to  fhow  their  refentment,  they  impofed 
a  fine  upon  the  court  of  afliftants  for  going  contrary  to  an 
order  of  the  general  court.* 

The  freemen  were  fo  increafed,  4:hat  it  was  impracticable 
to  debate  and  determine  matters  in  a  body  ;  it  was  befides 
unfaie  on  account  of  the  Indians,  and  prejudicial  to  their 
private  affairs,  to  be  fo  long  abfent  from  their  families  and 
bufinefs ;  fo  that  this  reprefentative  body  was  a  thing  of 
neceffity,  but  no  provifion  had  been  made  for  it  in  their 
charter. 

Thus  they  fettled  the  legislative  body  ;  which,  except 
an  alteration  of  the  number  of  general  courts,  which  were 
foon  reduced  to  two  only  in  a  year,  and  other  not  very 
material  circumftances,  continued  the  fame  as  long  as  the 
charter  lafled.  This  I  fuppofe  was  the  fecond  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  in  any  of  the  colonies.  There  was,  as  has 
been  obferved,  no  exprefs  provifion  for  it  in  the  charter  ; 
they  fuppofed  the  natural  rights  of  Englifhmen,  referved  to 
them,  implied  it.  In  Virginia,  a  houfe  of  burgeffes  met 
hrfb  in  May  1620.  The  government  in  every  colony,  like 
that  of  the  colonies  of  old  Rome,  may  be  conlidered  as  the 
effigies  parva  of  the  mother  ftate. 

There  was  great  difturbance  in  the  colony  this  year, 
occafioned  by  Roger  Williams,  minifter  of  Salem.  He 
had  been  three  or  four  years  at  Plymouth,  and  for  feme 
time  was  well  efteemed,  but  at  length  advanced  divers  lin- 
gular opinions  in  which  he  did  not  meet  with  a  concur- 
rence, whereupon  he  defired  a  difmiilion  to  the  church  of 
Salem,  which  was  granted  him.  That  church  had  invited 
him  upon  his  firft  coming  to  New-England,  but  the  gov- 
ernor and  council  interpofed  with  their  advice,  and  pre- 
vented his  fettlement  at  that  time.  He  had  reftifcd  to  join 
in  communion  with  the  church  at  Bofton,  becaufe-they 
would  not  make  a  public  declaration  of  their  repentanca 
for  holding  communion  with  the  church  of  England  whillT 
they  lived  there.  He  was  charged  with  divers  exceptiona- 
ble tenets,  as  "  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  godly  man  to 
have  communion  in  family  prayer  or  in  an  oath  with  fuch 
as  they  judge  unregenerate,  and  therefore  he  refuied  the 

oath 

*  Mail".  Records. 
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oath  of  fidelity,  and  taught  others  fo  to  do — that  it  is  not 
lawful  for  an  unregenerate  man  to  pray — that  the  magis- 
trate has  nothing  to  do  in  matters  of  the  firft  table."  Ano- 
ther tenet  is  added,  which  ought  not  to  have  been  ranked 
with  the  former,  viz.  "  that  to  punifh  a  man  for  any  mat- 
ters of  his  confeience,  is  perfecution."*  The  magistrates 
lent  a  fecond  time  to  the  church  of  Salem,  to  delire  them 
to  forbear  calling  him  to  office  ;  but  they  refuted  to  hearken 
to  their  advice,  and  proceeded  to  ordain  him,  Mr.  Skelton, 
their  former  minifter,  dying  a  little  before.  Mr.  Williams 
caufed  the  church  of  Salem  to  fend  their  letters  of  admoni- 
tion to  the  church  at  Bofton  and  to  feveral  other  churches, 
accuiing  the  magiftratcs  which  were  members  of  them  of 
divers  heinous  offences,  and  admitting  no  church  to  be  pure 
but  the  church  of  Salem  ;  but  at  length,  becaufe  the  mem- 
bers of  that  church  would  not  feparate  not  only  from  all 
the  churches  in  Old-England,  but  from  all  in  New-Eng- 
land alfo,  he  feparated  from  them;  and  to  make  complete 
work  of  it  he  feparated  from  his  own  wife,  and  would  nei- 
ther a{fc  a  blciling  nor  give  thanks  at  his  meals  if  his  wife 
was  prefent,  becaufe  the  attended  the  public  worfhip  in  the 
church  of  Salem. -{-  But  what  gave  juft  occafion  to  the 
civil  power  to  interpofe,  was  his  influencing  Mr.  Endicpt, 
one  of  the  magiftrates  and  a  member  of  his  church,  to  cut 
the  crofs  out  of  the  King's  colours,  as  being  a  relique  of 
antichriftian  fuperitition.  j  A  writer  of  the  hiftory  of  thole 
times  questions,  whether  his  zeal  would  have  carried  hira 
fo  far  as  to  refufe  to  receive  the  King's  coin  becaufe  of  the 
crofs  upon  it.  Endeavours  were  ufed  to  reclaim  him,  but 
to  no  purpofe  ;  and  at  length  he  was  banifhed  the  jurifdic- 
tion.  He  removed  to  the  fouthward  to  look,  out  for  a  new 
fettlement  among  the  Indians,  and  fixed  upon  a  place 
called  by   t  hern  Mofhawiick,  but  by  him  Providence.  |j 

After 

*  Hubbard. 

t  Hubbard. 

X  Many  of  the  militia  refuted  to  train  with  the  mangled}  defaced  colours. 
This  fcruple  afterwards  prevailed,  and  the  crofs  was  left  out  of  the  colours,  and 
generally  condemned  as  unlawful. 

ji  The  inhabitants  have  a  veneration  far  a  fpring  which  runs  frtfm  the  hill  into 
the  river  above  the  great  bridge.  The  fight  of  this  fpring  caufed  him  to  ftep  his 
canoe  and  land  there. 

Vol.  1.  D 
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After  all  that  has' been  faid  of  the  actions  or  tenets  of  this 
perfon  while  he  was  in  MafTachufetts,  it  ought  forever  to 
be  remembered,  to  his  honour,  that  for  forty  years  after, 
initead  of  (hewing  any  revengeful  refentment  againft  the 
colony  from  which  he  had  been  baniihed,  he  feems  to  have 
been  continually  employed  in  adls  of  kindnefs  and  benevo- 
lence, giving  them  notice  from  time  to  time  not  oniy  of 
every  motion  of  the  Indians,  over  whom  he  had  very  great 
influence,  but  alio  of  the  unjuit  defigns  of  the  Engliih 
within  the.  new  colony,  of  which  he  hi-mfelf  had  been  the 
founder  and  governor,  and  continued  the  patron.* 

Mr. 

*  Mr.  Calender,  in  his  century  fermon  at  Rhode-IOand,  queftions  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's ever  profefiing  himfelf  a  baptift ;  but  Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  he  was  rebap- 
tized  at  Providence  by  one  Holman,  and  that  Mr.  Williams  in  return  baptized 
him  and  ten  more,  but  afterwards  renounced  this  baptifm,  not  being  able  to  de- 
rive the  authority  of  it  from  the  apoftles,  but  through  the  ministers  of  the  church 
of  England,  whom  he  judged  to  be  antichriftian.  He  refuted  communion  with 
all  chriltians  of  every  profe'lioa,  anil  conceived  that  God  would  raife  up  new 
apoltles,  and  expected  to  be  one  him felf;  but  afterwards  changed  from  thefe 
principles,  and  would  preach  and  pray  with  all  that  would  hear  hirn,  Without  any 
distinction.  In  the  year  1677  he  published  a  defence  of  fome  fundamental  doc- 
trines of  Christianity,  againft  the  Quakers.  In  it>4j  he  went  to  England,  and  by 
the  interelt  of  Sir  Henry  Vane  obtained  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick  a  charter  of 
incorporation  of  Providence  plantation,  in  Narraganfet  bay.  He  feems  to  have 
been  well  refpected  in  England.  He  brought  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Mafia- 
chufetts-Bay,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

To  the  right  worlhipful   the  governor   and  aSfiftants   and  the  reft  of  our  worthy 
friends  in  the  plantation  of  Malfachufetts-Bay. 

Our  much  honoured  friends ► 
Taking  notice  fome  of  us  of  Tung  time  of  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  his  good  affec- 
tions and  confciehce,  and  of  his  Sufferings  by  our  common  enemy  and  opprellors 
of  God's  people  the  prelates,  as  alio  of  his  great  indultvy  and  travels,  in  his 
printed  Indian  labours  in  your  parts  (the  like  whereof  we  have  not  l'een  extant 
from  any  part  of  America)  and  in  which  refpeft  it  hath  pleafed  both  houfes  of 
parliament  to  grant  unto  him  and  friends  with  him  a  free  and  abfolute  charter  of 
civil  government  for  thole  parts  of  his  abode,  and  withal  forrowfully  relenting, 
that  amongft  good  men  (our  friends)  driven  to  the  ends  of  the  world,  exercifed 
with  the  trials  of  a  wiidernefs,  and  who  mutually  give  good  tcitimony  each  of  the 
other  (as  we  obferveyou  do  of  him,  and  he  abundantly  of  you)  there  fhould  be 
fuch  a  dilfancc  :  We  thought  it  fit,  upon  divers  coniidcrations,  to  profeis  our 
great  delires  of  both  your  utmoft  endeavours  of  nearer  doling,  and  of  ready  ex- 
prefhng  thofe  good  afte&ions  (which  we  perceive  you  bear  each  to  other)  in  the 
actual  performance  of  all  friendly  offices  :  the  rather  becaufc  of  thole  bad  neigh- 
bours you  are  likely  to  find  too  near  you  in  Virginia,  and  the  unfriendly  vilits 
from  the  Weft  of  England  and  from  Ireland.  That  howfoever  it  may  pleafe  the 
Molt  High  to  lhake  our  foundations,  yet  the  report  of  your  peaceable  and  prof- 
perous  plantations  may  be  fome  refreshings  to  Your  true  and  faithful  friends, 

Cor.  Holland  Oliver  St.  John  Northumberland 

John  Blackiftcw  Gilbert  Pickering  P.  Wharton 

Ifaac  Pennington  Robert  Harley  Tho.  Barrington 

Miles  Corhctt  John  Gurdon  William  MaiLam 

This  letter  produced  a  profcflira  of  readinefs  to  all  offices  of  chriftian  love  and 
mutual  correfpondence  •    but  unlets  he  could  be  brought  to  lay  down  his  danger- 
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Mr.  Endicot  was  fentenced  by  the  court,  "  for  his  rafli- 
"  neis,  uncharitablcnefs,  indifcretion,  and  exceeding  the 
"  limits  of  his  commiflion,  to  be  fadly  admonifhed,  and 
"  alio  difabled  for  bearing  any  office  in  the  commonwealth 
"  for  the  lpace  of  a  year  next  enfuing."  He  protefted 
againft  the  proceeding  of  the  court,  and  an  order  pafled 
for  his  commitment,  but  upon  his  iubmiffion  he  was  dif- 
milled. 

Mr.  Winthrop's  conduct  had  been  fuch  from  his  firft 
aflbciating  with  the  company  in  England  until  his  being 
dropped  this  year  from  his  place  of  governor,  that,  unlefs 
the  oitracifm  of  the  ancient  Greeks  had  been  revived  in 
this  new  commonwealth,  it  was  reafonable  to  expect  that 
he  mould  be  out  of  all  danger  of  lb  much  as  the  leafb 
thought  to  his  prejudice  ;    and  yet  he  had  a  little  tafte  of 
what,  in  many  other  popular  governments,  their  greatefl 
benefactors  have  taken  a  large  potion.     After  he  was  out 
of  the  chair,  he  was  queftioned,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ap- 
pears to  have  been  dilagrceable  to  him,    concerning   his 
receipts  and  difburfements  for  the  public  during  his  admin- 
istration.    Having  discharged  himfelf  with  great  honour, 
he  concludes  his  declaration  and  account  in  thefe  words:* 
"  In  all  thefe  things  which  I  offer,  I  refer  myfelf  to  the 
"  wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  court,  with  this  proteftation, 
*'  that  it  repenteth  me  not  of  my  cod  or  labour  beftowed 
"  in  the  fervice  of  this  commonwealth,  but  do  heartily  blefs 
"  the  Lord  our  God  that  lie  hath  pleafed  to  honour  me 
u  fo  far  as  to  call  for  any  thing  he  hath  beftowed  upon 
"  me  for  the  fervice   of  his  church  and  people  here,   the 
"  profperity  whereof  and  his  gracious  acceptance  (hall  be 
"  an  abundant  recompence  to  mc. 

"  I  conclude  with  this  one  requeft  (which  in  juftice 
"  may  not  be  denied  me)  that  as  it  itands  upon  record, 

"  that 

ous  principles  of  feparationi  they  faw  no  reafon  why  to  concede  to  him,  or  an/ 
fo  perfuaded,  free  liberty  of  ingrefs  and  egrefs,  left  the  people  ihouid  be  drawn 
away  with  fuch  erroneous  opinions.  He  died  in  i62z,  forty-eight  years  after  his 
baniihment. 

*He  might  have  torn  his  boo!<s  of  accounts,  as  Scipio  Africanus  did.  and  given 
the  ungrateful  populace  this  anfwer  :  A  colony,  now  in  a  flourishing  eftate,  has 
been  led  out  and  fettled  under  my  direction.  My  own  luoftance  is  confunied- 
Spend  no  more  time  in  harangues,  but  give  tl.a.tksto  God. 

D  2 


44  THE  HISTORY   OF  [Chap  h 

"  that  upon  the  difcharge  of  my  office  I  was  called  to  ae- 
"  count,  fo  this  my  declaration  may  be  recorded  alfo,  left 
"  hereafter,  when  I  lhall  be  forgotten,  feme  blemifh  may 
"  lie  upon  my  pofterity,  when  there  fhall  be  nothing  to 
"  clear  it.  John  Wis  thro  p. 

"Sept.  4,  1634."* 
In  the  year  1635-}*  there  was  a  great  addition  tirade  to 
the  numbers  of  inhabitants  :  among  others,  Mr.  Vane, 
afterwards  Sir  Henry  Vane,  was  admitted  to  the  freedom 
of  the  colony  on  the  3d  of  March  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
Mr.  Harlakenden,  a  gentleman  of  good  family  and  eitate. 
There  were  many  others ;  as  Mr.  Beliingham,  Mr.  Dum- 
mer,  of  the  magiftrates ;  Mr.  R.  Mather,  Mr.  Norton, 
Mr.  Shepardj  and  Mr.  Peters,  of  the  minifters,  who  came 
ever  in  this  and  the  laft  year,  determined  to  tal:e  up  their 
abode  ;  and  many  other  perfons  of  figure  and  diftin&ioii 
were  expected  to  come  over,  ibme  of  which  are  laid  to  have 
been  prevented  by  exprefs  order  of  the  King,  as  Mr.  Pym, 
Mr.  Hampden,  Sir  Arthur  Haflerigg,  Oliver  Cromwell, 
&c.  I  know  this  is  queiiioned  by  feme  authors ;  but  it 
appears  plainly,  by  a  letter  from  Lord  Say  and  Seal  to  Mr. 
Vane,  and  a  letter  {  from  Mr.  Cotton  to  the  fame  noble- 
man as  I  take  it,  though  his  name  is  not  mentioned,  and 
an  anfwer  J  to  certain  demands  made  by  him.  that  his 
Lord  (hip  himfelf,  and  Lord  Brooke  and  others^  were  not 
without  thoughts  of  removing  to  New-England,  and  that 
feveral  other  perfons  of  quality  were  in  treaty  about  their 
removal  alfo,  but  undetermined  whether  to  join  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  or  to  fettle  a  new  colony.  By  the  charter,  the 
number  of  affiftants  might  be  eighteen  j  but  hitherto  they 

had 

*  Mr.  Winthrop  about  this  time  received  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
congratulating  the  fuccefs  of  the  plantation,  and  offering  his  affiflance  in  their 
proceedings.         Hubbard. 

t  M.  Maverick,  the  minifter  of  Dorcaefter,  died  the  jd  of  February,  i6j$j 
aged  about  60.  Hubbard. 

In  the  fprir.g  of  1634  they  firft  turned  their  thoughts  to  fortifying  the  harbour 
of  Barton.  Mr.  Winthrop  the  governor  and  8  or  io  of  the  principal  men  went 
down  to  what  is  now  called  caftie  ifland  in  a  boat,  the  day  being  warm  and  pleaf- 
ant,  the  winter  as  they  l'uppoled  breaking  up  ;  but  they  were  furprifed  by  a; 
northwefter,  and  the  cold  lo  great  as  to  freeie  all  up,  io  as  that  for  a  day  and 
a  night  they  coul  I  not  get  oil"  the  ifland,  and  were  forced  to  lodge  upon  the 
ground  and  in  heaps  to  prevent  freezing.  'Johnfon. 

%  Appendix,  No.  1  liid  j. 
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had  chofen  a  lefs  number,  from  6  to  9  ;  which  left  room, 
as  any  gentleman  of  diitinCtion  came  over,  to  admit  him 
to  a  ihare  in  the  government,  without  leaving  out  any  of 
the  former  afiiftants. 

It  appears  by  the  demands  juft  mentioned,  that  fome  of 
the  nobility  and  principal  commoners  of  that  day  had 
what  appears  at  this  day  to  be  very  ftrange  apprelienfions  of 
the  relation  they  fiould  /land  in  to  Great-Britain,  after  their 
.removal  to  America.  Many  of  the  propofals  were  inch  as 
imply,  that  they  thought  themfelves  at  full  liberty ',  without 
any  charter  from  the  crown>  to  e flab  I  if  1  fuch  fort  of  government 
■4s  they  thought  proper,  and  to  form  c  new  fate  as  fully  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes  as  if  they  had  been  in  a  (late  of  nature  and 
-were  making  their  firf  entrance  into  civil  focietv.  The  im- 
portance gi  the  colonies  to  the  nation  was  not  fully  under- 
ilood  and  confidered.  Perhaps  the  party  which  then  pre- 
vailed in  England  would  have  been  content  to  have  been 
rid  of  the  heads  of  what  was  deemed  a  faction  in  the  gov- 
ernment, and  to  have  had  no  further  connexion  with  them. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  this  fentiment  in  perfons  of  fuch  figure 
and  diftinction  will  in  a  great  meafure  excufe  the  fame 
.mi/lake,  which  will  appear  to  have  been  made  by  our  firfl  fei  - 
tUrs,  in  many  injlances  in  ike  courfe  of  our  Jnfory.  The  an- 
fvvcr  made  to  the  demands  feems  not  to  have  been  fatisfac- 
tory ;  for  thefe  Lords  and  g-ntlcmen  foon  after  again  turn- 
ed their  thoughts  to  Connecticut,  where  they  were  expected 
to  arrive  every  year,  until  after  1640. 

Mr.  Haynes  was  chofen  governor  for  this  year,  and  Mr, 
Belli ngham  deputy  governor ;  Mr.  Dummer  and  Mr, 
Haugh  were  added  to  the  afiiitants,*  The  inhabitants  of 
the  plantation,  being  fo  much  increafed,  found  it  difficult 
to  pitch  upon  convenient  places  for  fettlements.  Mr„ 
Hooker  and  Mr.  Cotton  were  defervedly  in  high  efteem  ; 
fome  of  the  principal  perfons  were  flrongly  attached  to  the 
one  of  them,  and  fome  to  the  other.  The  great  influence 
which  Mr.  Cotton  had  in  the  colony  inclined  Mr.  Hooker, 
and  his  friends  to  remove  to  fome  place  more  remote  from 

Bofton 

*  Mr.  Ludlow,  aiming  at  the  governor's  place  the  year  before  and  being  difap- 
pointed»  had  protefted  againft  the  choice;  which  fo  offended  ths  freemen,  lluf 
this  year  ther  left  him  out  <jf  the  maeiftracy.  Ke  removed  foor,  after  to  Cou- 
acdicut. 
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Bofton  than  Newtown.     Bcfides,  they  alleged  as  a  reafon 
for  their  removal,  that  they  were  iiraitened  for  room  ;  and 
thereupon  viewed  divers  places  on  the  feacoaft,  but  were 
not  fatisfled  with  them.     Three  or  four  pcribns  had  feme 
time  before  *  travelled  weftward  into  the  country  an  hun- 
dred miles  upon  difcovery,  until  they  ftruck  a  great  river, 
which  afterwards  they  found  to  be  Connecticut  or  the  frefl* 
river,  where  there  were  many  fpots  of  interval  land,  and 
Jand  in  other  refpecls  to  be  defired  for  fettlement.     The 
Dutch  at  Manhadoes  had  fome  knowledge  of  this  place, 
and  had  given  intimations  of  it  to  the  people  of  New- 
Plymouth,  with  whom  they  had  commerce  ;  but  Plymouth 
government  kept  their  intelligence  fecret.-f     A  letter  from 
Mr.  Winflow  of  New-Plymouth,   Sept.  26,   1633,   men- 
tions their  having  been  up  the  river.     They  forbad    the 
Dutch  making  any  fettiements  there,  and  fet  up  a  trading 
houfe  themfelves.^     The  governor  of  MaiTackuietts  alio 
this  year,  1635,  fent  a  bark  round  the  cape  to  the  Dutch 
governor,  to  acquaint  him  that  t,he  King  had  granted  the 
river  and  country  of  Connecticut  to  his  own  fubjecls,  and 
defired  him   to  forbear  building  any  where  thereabouts. 
This  river  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  friends  pitched  upon,   as 
the  mod  likely  place  to  accommodate  them.     The  latter 
end  of  the  laft  year,   1634,  they  intended  to  remove,  and 
applied  to  the  court  for  leave. j|     Of   21   members  of  the 
lower  houfe,  15  were  for  their  removal ;  but  of  the  magif- 
trates,  the  governor  and  two  amftants  only  were  for  it  ;  the 
deputy  governor  (Mr.  Winthrop)  and  the  reft  of  the  afliil- 
ants,  againil  it ;  out  dill,  as  the  lower  houfe  was  fo  much 
more  numerous  than  the  upper,  the  major  part  of  the  whole 
court  was  for  it.     This  divifion  was  the  occafion  of  firit 
Parting   the   queflion   about   the   negative   voice.      The 

deputies 

*  In  the  year  1635.  Thefewere  John  Oldham  before  mentioned,  Samuel  Hall 
and  others.  Hubb. 

\  The  comrnifTioners  of  the  united  colonies,  in  a  declaration  againil  the  Dutch 
in  1 65 3 »  fay,  that  ««  Mr.  Winiiow,  one  of  the  commiilioners  for  Plymouth,  dil- 
*'  covered  thcireih  river  when  the  Dutch  had  neither  trading  houfe  nor  any  pre. 
>*  tence  to  a  foot  of  land  there." 

%  Hubbard.  * 

\\  It  v.as  the  general  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants,  that  they  were  all  mutually  bound 
to  one  another  by  the  oath  of  a  freeman  as  well  as  the  original  compact,  fo  as  uot 
to  be  at  liberty  to  feparate  without  the  confem  of  the  whole" 
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deputies  or  representatives  infilled,  that  the  voice  of  a 
major  part  of  the  affiftants  was  not  neceftary  :  the  affift- 
ants refufed  to  give  up  their  right,  and  the  bufmefs  was  at 
a  ftand.  The  whole  court  agreed  to  keep  a  day  of  humili- 
ation and  praver,  to  feek  the  divine  direction  in  all  the 
congregations  in  the  colony,  and  to  meet  again  the  nex£ 
week  after.  At  the  opening  of  the  court,  Mr.  Cotton 
preached  from  Hag.  ii.  4.  "  Yet  now  be  ftrong  O  Zerul> 
babel  faith  the  Lord,  and  be  ftrong  O  Jolhua  the  fon  of 
Joiedech  the  high  pried,  and  be  ftrong  all  ye  people  of  the 
land,  faith  the  Lord,  and  work,  for  I  am  with  you,  faith 
the  Lord  of  hofls."  His  fermon  was  as  pertinent  to  the 
occafion  as  his  text,  and  prevailed  upon  the  deputies  to 
give  up  the  point  at  that  time.*  Here  was  a  crifis  when 
the  patricians,  if  I  may  fo  ftyle  them,  were  in  danger  of 
lofing  great  part  cf  their  weight  in  the  government.  It 
may  feem  a  matter  of  lefs  confequence  than  it  would  have 
been  if  the  office  of  affiftant  had  by  charter  been  heredi- 
tary, or  even  for  life  ;  but  the  affiftants,  aided  by  the  el- 
ders, who  had  great  influence  with  the  people,  were  in  a 
good  mcafure  fecure  of  their  places.  It  was  by  the  lame 
aid  that  they  now  carried  the  point  againft  the  plebeians. 
There  was  no  occafion  for  prodigies,  or  other  arts  of  the 
priefts  of  okj  Rome.  A  judicious  difcourfe  from  a  well 
chofen  text  was  more  rational,  and  had  a  more  lading 
effect. 

There  were  fome  circumftances  very  difcouraging,  par- 
ticularly the  neighbourhood  of  the  Dutcli  on  the  one  fide, 
and  fome  intelligence  received  of  the  defigns  of  the  Pequod-{- 
Indians  on  the  other,  and  of  their  having  killed  Capt, 
Stone  and  his  company  as  he  was  going  up  the  river ;  but 
they  could  not  be  fatisfied  until  they  had  accomplifhed 
their  intentions,  and  obtained  the  leave  of  the  court. 

They  met  with  a  new  company  which  arrived  this  year, 
who  purchafed  their  eftates  and  fettled  at  Newtown  in 

their 

*  Hubbard. 

+  I  fuppofe  the  chief  country  of  the  Pcquods  to  be  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river  at  Sconington,  towards  New- London,  whicli  is  fituat^l  at  the  mouth  <A 
what  was  properly  Pequod  river.  The  chief  Sachem  was  called  Tatobam,  a  very 
ftout  fellow.  Tatobam  hated  the  EngliiAi  and  was  ever  moving  the  other  In- 
dians to  join  with  him  againft  them.  WinL  ayf.  to  Gorton. 
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their  ftead,  with  Mr.  Shepard  for  their  minifter.  They 
did  not  take  their  departure  until  June  the  next  year;, 
and  then  about  an  hundred  peribns  in  the  fir  ft  company, 
Corns  of  whom  had  lived  in  fplendour  and  delicacy  in  Eng- 
land, let  out  on  foot  to  travel  an  hundred  and  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  with  their  wives  and  children,  near  a  fort- 
night's journey,  having  no  pillows  but  Jacob's,  and  no 
canopy  but  the  heavens — a  wildernefs  to  go  through,  with- 
out the  leafl  cultivation — in  mod  places  no  path,  nor  any 
marks  to  guide  them,  depending  upon  the  compafs  to  fleer 
by  ;  many  hideous  fwamps  and  very  high  mountains,  be- 
iides  five  or  fix  rivers,  or  different  parts  of  the  fame  wind- 
ing river  (the  Chickapi)  not  every  where  fordable,  which 
they  could  not  avoid.  The  greateft  part  of  the  lands  they 
were  going  to  were  evidently  without  the  jurisdiction  cf 
Maflachufetts ;  neverthelefs,  they  took  a  commimon  from 
the  authority  of  that  colony  to  govern  in  Connecticut. 
There  are  other  inftances  which  (hew  that  they  fuppofed 
they  retained  fome  authority  over  their  inhabitants,  even 
when  out  of  the  limits  of  the  colony.* 

The  Plymouth  people,  notwithstanding  the  French 
piracy  in  1632,  kept  poiiemon  of  their  houfe  at  Penobfcot, 
and  carried  on  trade  with  the  Indians ;  but  in  1635, 
Roffillon,  commander  of  a  French  fort  at  La  Have  upon 
the  Nova-Scotia  fhore,  lent  a  French  man  of  war  to  Pe- 
nobfcot, which  took  poileffion  of  the  trading  houfe  and  all 
the  goods.  The  French  gave  their  bills  for  the  goods,  and 
lent  away  all  the  men.  The  commander  wrote  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  Plymouth,  that  he  had  orders  to  difplace  all  the 
Englifli  as  far  as  Pemaquid,  but  to  thole  wefiward  he 

would 

*  They  were  reduced  to  great  extremity  the  firft  winter,  their  previiTor.s  being 
detained  at  the  river's  mouth  by  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  the  ftrearn  being 
i'roien  all  the  way.  Some  fcatterpd  down  towards  the  mouth  of  the  river; 
cithers  veutuied  through  the  woods  back  to  the  bay,  one  or  two  of  whom  perlfhed, 
A  few  only  remained  to  look  after  the  cattle,  many  of  whichwere  loft.     Hubbard. 

Several  authos,  and  Douglafs  among  the  reft,  fuppofe  this  fettlenient  to  have 
been  began  by  the  more  ri^id  brethren,  who  feparated  from  the  reft.  I  ques- 
tion whether  they  had  any  grounds  for  their  fuppofition.  The  peculiar  tenets  of 
Mr.  Vane  and  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  did  not  prevail  until  iuj6.  Mr.  Hooker  oppof- 
ed  them.  »*  A  copy  of  Mr.  Vane's  expreflions  at  Roxbury  I  defire  to  fee  and 
receive  by  the  next  meffenger.  I  have  heard  my  brother  Eliot  is  come  about  to 
this  opinion  ;  I  have  writ  to  him  about  it.  I  would  fain  come  to  a  bandy  where 
I  might  be  a  little  rude  m  the  buiinefs,  fori  do  as  verily  believe  it  to  bs  falle  as 
I  de  believe  any  article  cf  my  taith  to  h  ;  true.'"'        flicker  to  Sheparii. 


1635]  •   MASSACHUSETTS.  49 

would  fhew  all  courtefy.  The  Plymouth  governments 
who  fuppofed  they  had  good  right  to  the  place,  were  not 
willing  to  put  up  the  injur)7  quietly,  and  hired  a  large  fliip 
of  fome  force,  the  Hop  of  Ipfwich  in  England, Gir- 
ling commander,  to  difplace  the  French.  Girling  was  to 
have  two  hundred  pounds  if  he  effected  it.  A  bark  with 
20  men  was  lent  with  him  as  a  tender.  But  the  French, 
having  notice  of  the  defign,  fortified  the  place  ;  and  Gir- 
ling, having  near  ipent  his  ammunition,  lent  the  bark  to 
Maffachufetts  for  aid.  Two  perfons  came  from  Plymouth 
alfo  to  treat  about  it,  and  the  court  agreed  to  aflift  their 
neighbours  by  a  iubicription  among  themfelves  ;  but  pro- 
vision was  fo  icarce,  that  there  could  not  fufficient  be  had 
Suddenly  to  fit  out  an  expedition  of  an  hundred  men  only  ; 
fo  the  matter  was  deferred  to  a  further  time,  and  Girling 
returned,  leaving  the  French  in  pollefllon,  which  they  con- 
tinued until  1654. 

The  fituation  the  colony  was  in  at  this  time  mufl  have 
given  them  a  threatening  proipecl.  The  French  on  their 
borders  on  one  fide,  the  Dutch  on  the  other,  the  Indians 
in  the  rrridft  retrained  only  by  wane  of  union  among 
themfelvcs  from  breaking  up  all  fettlemenus,  they  being 
utterly  defencelefs. 

This  year  Mr.  Winthrop,  jun.  returned  from  England, 
whither  he  had  gone  the  year  before,  and  brought  a  com- 
tnirTion  *  from  the  Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  Lord  Brook 
and  others  to  be  their  governor  of  their  plantation  at  Con- 
necticut. A  fort  was  built  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
known  by  the  name  of  Saybrook  fort.  He  brought  a 
number  of  men,  with  arms,  ammunition  and  ftores,  and 
two  thoufand  pounds  in  money,  to  bring  forward  a  fetfcie- 
ment.  This  commiffion  interfered  with  the  intended  fettle- 
ments  by  Maffachufetts  ;  notwithftanding  that,  as  a  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  Watertown  had  poffefled  them- 
felves  of  a  fine  piece  of  meadow  at  Weathersfield,  below 
Hartford,  where  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  company  fettled,  the 
agents  for  the   Lords,  being  well  dii'pofed  to  promote  the 

general 

*  Hoil'  cm  we  account  far  it  that  they  fhould  imagine,  they  had  a  right  to  /elite 
eolv/ues  and  rjht&tijh  ichat  form  of  government  they  pleafcd  >  Ten  years  aJter  it 
might  well  enough  be  i'uppoled,  but  this  was  leveral  years  before  the  confufcous 
in  England  began. 

I 
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general  good,  permitted  thefe  fettlers  quietly  to  enjoy  their 
pafleffiens;  The  fortrefs  below  ftruck  terror  into  the  In- 
dians, and  quieted  the  minds  of  the  Engliih.  Plymouth 
was  diflatisfied  with  being  thus  fupplanted  by  Maiiachu- 
fetts  (the  Dorchefler  men,  as  I  fuppofe,  having  pitched  upon 
the  fpot  where  Plymouth  had  built  a  trading  houfc,  and, 
as  they  alleged,  had  purchafed  the  lands  of  the  Indians)  and 
demanded  an  hundred  pounds  or  part  of  the  land.  There 
was  great  danger  of  a  warm  contention  between  the  two 
colonies  ;  but  at  length  the  Dorchefter  men  made  fuch 
offers  of  fatisfaction,  that  Plymouth  accepted  them.  The 
Dutch  alfo  lent  home  to  Holland  for  miiruc~tions,  intend- 
ing to  maintain  their  claim  to  the  river  or  the  place  where 
they  had  poneffion  ;  but  upon  a  treaty  afterwards  with  the 
commifiioners  of  the  united  colonies,  they  quitted  all  claim 
to  all  parts  of  the  river,  refigning  it  up  to  the  Engliih.* 

Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon  having  been  at 
more  expenfe  and  taken  more  pains  than  any  other  mem- 
bers of  the  grand  council  of  Plymouth,  and  perceiving  no 
profpect  of  any  equivalent  return,  and  fearing  from  the 
great  clamour  in  the  nation  againft  monopolies  that  they 
lhould  ere  long  be  forced  to  refign  up  their  grand  charter, 
they  entered  this  year  upon  a  new  project,  viz.  to  procure  a 
general  governor  for  the  whole  country  of  New-England 
to  be  forthwith  fent  over  ;  and  becaufe  the  Maifachufetts 
charter  ltood  in  their  way,  the}-  endeavoured  a  revocation 
of  it,  that  fo  the  whole  from  St.  Croix  to  Maryland  might 
be  brought  under  the  fame  form  of  government.  The 
iettiement  of  the  Dutch  at  Manhadoes,  which  lay  within 
thofe  limits,  both  then  and  at  all  other  times  was  confider- 
ed  by  the  Engliih  court  as  an  intruficn,  as  indeed  it  was.-f 

In 

•  Hubbard. 

+  In  1609,  Henry  Hudfon,  an  Englishman,  from  fome  mifunderftanding  be- 
tween the  Eaft-India  company  and  him,  engaged  in  the  Dutch  feivice.  On  his 
return  from  the  (heights  and  bay  which  bear  his  name,  he  made  the  firft  difcov- 
ery  of  Hudfcn's  river,  and  went  up  as  far  as  Aurania  (Albany)  or  near  to  it.  The 
Dutch  a  few  years  after  built  a  fmall  houfe  or  fort  there,  for  the  fake  of  trade, 
pretending  no  title  to  the  country.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  Engliih,  who 
•  :3me  to  New-PJymouth,  intended  in  1620  to  have  fettled  there.  Neglecled  by 
the  Engliih  court,  the  Dutch  began  a  fettlement  foon  after.  It  has  been  lbme- 
tifpes  urged  that  the  line  of  the  Mafiachufetts  charter,  which  exteRds  to  the  Sobth- 
Sea,  or  until  it  meets  the  fettlements  of  fome  other  chriftian  prince  or  date,  was 
15  pxpreiied  frosi  a  particular  regaid  to  tins  Dutch  fettleiucnt,  and  that  a  line  to 

extend 
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In  June  letters  were  received  from  Lord  Say,  advifmg  that 
petitions  had  been  preferred  to  the  King  and  to  the  Lords 
of  the  council,  by  the  Duke  of  Lenox,  Marquis  of  Hamil- 
ton, and  divers  other  noblemen,  together  with  Sir  Ferdi- 
nando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon,  but  conceived  to  be  the 
project  of  Sir.  F.  Gorges  only.  That  to  the  Lords  was  as 
follows,  viz. 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  Lord  (hips, 
"  Whereas  it  pleafed  your  Lordfhips  to  give  orders  to 
"  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  to  confer  with  fuch  as  were  chief- 
"  ly  interefted  in  the  plantation  of  New-England,  to  re- 
"  folve  whether  they  would  refign  wholly  to  Jiis  Majefty 
u  the  patent  of  New-England,  and  to  leave  to  his  Majefty 
"  and  his  council  the  fole  management  of  the  public  af- 
*l  fairs,  with  refervation  of  every  man's  right  formerly  grant- 
"  ed  ;  or  whether  they  would  ftand  to  the  (aid  patent,  and 
"  profecute  the  bufinefs  among  themfelves,  and  have  the 
<s  faid  patent  renewed,  with  the  reformation  or  addition  of 
"  fuch  things  as  fliould  be  found  expedient :  we  whole 
"  names  are  here  underwritten,  being  interefted  in  that  bu- 
**  finefs,  do  humbly  fubmit  to  his  Majefty's  pleafure  to  do 
"  therewith  as  he  pleafeth.  But  withal  we  humbly  (kfire, 
"  that  upon  our  refignation  of  our  faid  patent,  his  Majefty 
*'  being  to  difpofe  of  the  whole  country  feverally  and  im- 
"  mediately  from  himfelf,  thole  divifions  upon  the  feacoaft 
"  that  are  hereunder  defigned  may  be  inftantiy  confirmed 
'*  and  beftowed  by  new  grants  from  his  Majefty  unto  us, 
"  to  be  holden  of  his  Majefty,  paying  the  fifth  part,  &c. 
"  and  with  the  privilege  of  the  laid  patent,  and  iuch  fur- 
<c  ther  royalties  as  the  Lord  of  Baltimore  hath  in  his  patent 
"  for  the  country  of  Maryland  5  laving  only  that  we  fhould 
*  fubmit  ourfelves  to  the  general  governor  now  prefently 
*l  to  be  eftablilhed  by  his  Majefty  for  the  whole  country, 

"  and 

extend  to  the  Spanifh  fettlements,  was  too  extravagant  to  have  been  intended  J 
but  the  Dutch  were  never  allowed  by  the  Lnglilh  to  have  any  title  to  the  coumryt 
and  at  the  time  of  granting  the  charter,  there  were  only  a  lew  ftragglers  there- 
Cromwell  and  the  Parliament  before  him  contidered  them  as  innuders,  and 
bUmcd  the  Engliih  colonies  that  they  had  not  extirpated  them.  The  geography 
,of  this  part  of  America  was  lefsunderftood  than  it  is  at  preient.  A  line  to  the 
Spanith  fettlements  was  imagined  to  be  much  fhorter  than  it  really  was.  Some 
of  Champlain's  people,  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century.  v\ho  had  been  but  & 
few  days  on  a  march  from  Quebec, -returned  with  great  joy,  fuppofingt  tlii 
ftora  the  top  of  a  high  mountain,  they  had  diicoyered  the  South  Sea. 
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"  and  after  his  deceafc,  or  other  extermination  of  his  office, 
'*  that  then  from  the  Lords  of  his  province  there  may  be  an 
n  election  of  three  by  lot,  which  faid  three  pcrfons  fo  elect - 
"  ed  mail  be  presented  to  the  Kin?,  that  out  of  the  num- 
s<  ber  one  may  be  cholen  by  his  Ma  jelly  to  fuccecd  in  the 
"  place  of  the  general  governor,  v/ho  lhall  in  per-fon  or  by 
"  his  fumcient  deputy  refide  in  the  country  during  the 
"  foace  of  three  years  only,  and  ib  from  three  years  to  three 
*'  years  another  governor  to  be  chofen  fuceeiiively,  and  the 
*  okl  governor  to  be  left  out  of  the  lot  of  choice." 

The  propofed  divifions.  of  t\\Q  twelve  provinces  were  as 
follows  :  the  firth  was  from  St.  Croix  to  Pemaquid ;  the 
fecond  from  Pemaquid  to  Sagadehoc  ;  the  third  contained 
the  land  between  the  rivers  Amarafcoggin  and  Kennebeck; 
the  fourth  along  the  feacoaft  from  Sagadehoc  to  Pifcata- 
qua  j  the  fifth  from  Pifcataqua  to  Naumkeag ;  the  fixth 
from  Naumkeag  round  the  ieacoafb  by  Cape-Cod  to  Nar- 
raganfet ;  the  feventh  from  Narraganfet  to  the  half-way 
bound  betwixt  that  and  Connecticut  river,  and  fo  fifty 
miles  up  into  the  country  ;  the  eighth  from  the  half-way 
bound  to  Connecticut  river,  and  fo  fifty  miles  into  the 
country;  the  ninth  from  Connecticut  river  along  the  fea- 
coaft to  Hudfon's  river,  and  fo  up  thirty  miles ;  the  tenth 
from  the  thirty  miles  end  to  crcis  up  forty  miles  eaftward  ; 
the  eleventh  from  the  weft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river  thirty  miles 
up  the  country  towards  the  40th  degree,  where  New-Eng" 
land  beginneth  ;  the  twelfth  from  the  end  of  the  thirty 
miles  up  the  OJd  river,  northward  thirty  m'llm  further,  and 
from  thence  to  crois  into  the  land  forty  miles.  And  out 
of  every  one  of  thefe  provinces  was  5000  acres  to  be  grant- 
ed to  certain  pcrfons  there  named,  in  lieu  of  ibme  former 
grants  made  to  each  ot  them  in  thofe  divifions  which  they 
were  now  to  furrender,  and  to  hold  to  each  man  his  ^ooa 
acres  in  fee  of  the  Lord  of  the  province.  And  the  Lord  of 
every  one  of  thofe  twelve  provinces  was  to  lend  the  fame 
year  ten  men  with  the  general  governor,  well  provided. 
To  ail  which  was  added, 

"  It. is  humbly  deftred  that  your  Lordihips  would  be 
pjeafeel  to  order  thefe  things  following  : 

*-  1.  That  the  patent  for  the  plantation  of  MalTachufetts- 

Bay 
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Bay  may  be  revoked  ;  and  that  all  thofe  who  have  any  o- 
ther  grants  within  any  of  thefe  provinces,  whether  they  1  ave 
planted  or  not  upon  any  part  of  the  fame,  yet  they  iha.il 
enjoy  their  lands,  laying  down  their  jura  regalia,  if  the/ 
had  any,  and  paying  ionic  reafonable  acknowledgment  as' 
freeholders  to  the  Lord  of  the  province,  of  whom  they  are 
now  to  take  new  grants  of  their  laid  lands  ;  and  in  cafe  a- 
ny  of  thur  land*  thai!  be  found  having  exorbitant  bounds 
to  have  been  unlawfully  obtainedr^hey  mail  be  reduced  to' 
a  lefTer  proportion,  as  may  Jdffttm&Wc grantor,  who  is  un- 
dertaker under  the  dire/£^&n  io£/o5ir$?krdir.ando  Gorges.' 
And  if  the  grantee  fnali  jr^g  an/yy  vraj's  feflradfcory,  and  rcfufe 
to  furrender  and  hold  anW»<ff  the  foitf  Lord  of  the  pro- 
vince, that  then  your  LoK^hips  rvjj/iake  order,  by  iuch.' 
courfe  as  law  will  permit,  tomlfk.5void  the  fame. 

"  2.  That  every  river  which  parts  two  provinces  mill  e- 
qually  belong  half  way  over  to  the  provinces  they  lie  con- 
tiguous unro. 

"  3..  That  the  iflands  upon  the  feacoaft  or  within  the 
river  of  any  province,  being  not  here  named,  mail  belong 
to  the  province  they  lye  ncaivir  urfro. 

w  4.  That  there  is  ofTered  to  your  Lord  mips  confedera- 
tion the  building  of  a  city  for  the  feat  ot  the  governor,  un- 
to which  city  forty  thoufand  acres  of  land  may  be  allotted, 
bendes  the  di  virions  above  mentioned.  And  that  every  one 
who  is  to  have  any  of  fehefe  provinces  fnall  be  at  the  charge 
of  fending  over  with  the  governor  ten  men  towards  the 
building  the  faid  city,  wherein  every  fuch  adventurer  fhail 
not  only  have  his  mare  of  the  trade  and  buildings,  but  alio 
fhall  have  all  other  fruit  of  the  tea  men's  labour  fent  as 
aforefaid. 

"  Moreover  there  is  humbly  dedicated  to  the  foundation 
of  a  church  in  the  faid  city,  and  maintenance  of  clergymen 
to  ferve  in  the  faid  church,  10,000  acres  cf  land  near  ad- 
joining to  the  faid  city." 

The  petition  to  the  King  was  of  this  form. 
"  May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

"  It  is  humbly  defired  by  the  Duke  of  Lenox,  Sec.  an- 
n  cient  patentees  and  adventurers  in  the  plantation  of  New- 
**  England,  that  forafmuch  as  they  are  now  prefently  to  join 

*'  in 
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"  in  the  furrender  to  your  Majefty  of  the  grand  patent  of 
"  their  corporation,  that  your  royal  Majefty  will  be  gra- 
"  cioufiy  inclined  to  give  order  to  your  attorney  general  to 
"  draw  feveral  patents  of  fuch  parcels  of  land  as  by  their 
**  mutual  confent  have  been  allotted  to  them,  and  to  have 
"  the  fame  patents  prepared  fit  for  your  roy al  fignature,  with 
"  fuch  titles,  privileges  and  immunities  as  have  been  here- 
"  tofore  granted  either  to  them  or  to  any  other  by  your 
"  Majefty  or  by  your  late  royal  father  King  James  of 
*'  bleffed  memory,  with  refervations  of  appeal  to  the  gov- 
"  ernor  or  lieutenant  of  the  territories  in  cafes  reafonable  ; 
"  that  they,  knowing  their  own  intereft,  may  be  the  better 
"  able  to  plant  and  govern  them  to  your  Majefty'?  honour, 
"  their  particular  profit,  and  their  people's  civil  government 
"  and  faithful  obedience  to  the  laws  of  your  facred  Ma- 

"jeffy"* 

April  6,  1635. 

A  copy  of  fome  grant  or  agreement  concerning  one  of 
the  provinces  to  Capt.  Mafon  was  tent  over,  figned  Lenox, 
Hamilton,  Arundel  and  Surry,  Carliile,  Stirling,  Edward 
Gorges,  Ferd.  Gorges.  Attefted  by  Thomas  Maydwell, 
Not.  Pub.  It  has  been  faid  that  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton 
and  the  Earl  of  Stirling  both  obtained  the  like  inftruments, 
and  it  is  pofiible  all  the  others  might  alio.  It  is  not  ma- 
terial at  this  day  whether  they  did  or  not.  It  is  certain  that 
above  an  hundred  years  are  paft,  and  no  poffemon  taken, 
or  improvements  made  by  them  or  their  afTigns  in  confe- 
quence  thereof  ;  and  ail  the  territory  is  either  included  in 
other  grants,  fome  made  before  this  furrender  by  the  coun- 
cil itfeif,  .and  fome  made  fince  by  the  crown  ;  or  has  been 
purchafed  or  the  natives  ;  which,  if  done  bona  fide,  fo  far 
as  refp.-dh  the  property,  hks  been  thought  by  fome  to  be 
the  beft  title.f 

In  the  year  1656,  Mr.  Vane,  was  chofen  governor,  Mr, 

Winthrop 

*  Gorges — Hubbard. 

r  Mention  is  made  by  Hubbard  of  a  ftorm,  Ati*.  15,  1(1^5,  which,  by  his  def- 
ection, was  more  violent  than  any  that  has  ever  nappened  lincc.  Many  rx.ul'cs 
\>  ere  blown  down,  and  many  more  uncovered;  the  Indian  corn  eveiy  where  beat 
down  to  the  ground,  fo  as  not  to  rife  again  :  the  tide  rofe  twenty  feet  perpendic- 
ular. At  Narraganfet,  the  Indians  were  Obliged  'o  betake  lhe«>le>ves  to  the 
trees  i  and  ret  many  of  :hem  were  drovvitd,  the  tide 'of  flood  returning  before 
the  ufuaj  time  for  it. 
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Winthrop  deputy  governor  ;  and  Mr.  Harlakenden,  who 
came  in  the  fame  fhip  with  Mr.  Vane,  was  added  to  the 
affiftants.  The  people  of  the  colony  very  early  dis- 
covered that  they  were  not  without  difpofition  to  novelty 
and  change*  Tt  was  not  merely  out  of  policy  to  encourage 
others  that  they  took  early  notice  of  fuch  as  came  over 
from  year  to  year.  Befidcs  this  motive,  they  were  eafily 
captivated  with  the  appearance  only  of  wifdom  and  piety, 
profeflions  of  a  regard  to  liberty  and  of  a  ftrong  attach- 
ment to  the  public  intereft.  Mr.  Hayues,  who  feemed 
to  fbnd  moil  in  the  way  of  Mr.  Winthrop,  had  left  the 
colony,  and  was  fettled  at  Connecticut  ;  and  Mr.  Win- 
throp would  have  had  a  good  profpect  of  recovering  his 
former  (hare  of  the  people's  favour,  if  Mr.  Vane's  grave, 
folcmn  deportment,  although  he  was  not  then. above  24  or 
25  years  of  age,  had  not  engaged  almofl  the  whole  colony 
in  his  favour.  There  was  a  great  friendlhip  between  Mr. 
Cotton  and  him,  which  feems  to  have  continued  to  the 
laft.*  He  had  great  refpeel  Ihevvn  him  at  firft.  He  took 
more  ftate  upon  him  than  any  governor  had  ever  done  be- 
fore, When,  he,  went  either  to  the  court  or  to  church,  four 
ierjeants  walked  before  him  with  their  halberds.  His  ad- 
miniitration  for  fevcral  months  met  with  great  applaufe. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  people  grew  difcontented. 
He  perceived  it,  and  grew  weary  of  the  government.  Re- 
ceiving letters  from  London  in  December  v.rging  his  return 
home,  he  firfr.  communicated  them  to  the  council,  and 
then  called  the  general  court  together  to  afk  their  content 
to  his  quitting  the  adminiftration.  He  declared  to  them 
the  neceffity  of  his  departure  ;  and  fuch  of  the  council  as 
had  feen  the  letters  affirmed  that  the  reafons  were  very  ur- 
gent, but  not  fit  to  be  imparted  to  the  whole  court.  The 
court  took  time  until  the  morning  to  conlider  ;  when  one 
of  the  affifrants,  lamenting  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  governor  in  a 
time  of  fuch  danger  both  from  French  and  Indians,  the 
governor  burft  into  tears,  and  profeffed,  that  howfoever  the 
caufes  propounded  for  his  departure  did  concern  the  utter 
ruin  of  his  outward  eftate,  yet  he  would  rather  have  haz- 
arded 

*  A  fmall  houfe  which  he  lived  in  at  the  fide  of  the  hill  above  Queen-urect, 
he  gave  to  Mr.  Cotton,  who  made  an  addition  to  ir  after  Mr.  Vane  Went 
away,  and  lived  and  died  there. 
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arded  all  than  have  gone  from  them  at  fuch  a  time,  if  fome- 
thing  elfe  had  not  prefied  him  more,  viz.  the  inevitable 
danger  of  God's  judgments  which  he  feared  were  coming 
upon  them  for  the  differences  and  dilTentions  which  he  faw 
among!!:  them,  and  the  fcandalous  imputation  brought 
upon  himfelf,  as  if  he  mould  be  the  caufe  of  all,  and  there* 
fore  he  thought  it^was  beft  for  him  to  give  place  for  a  time. 
The  court  did  not  think  fit  to  confent  to  his  going  for  fuch 
rcafons.  He  found  he  had  gone  too  far,  and  recalled  him- 
ielf,  profeffing  that  the  reafbns  which  concerned  his  own 
eftate  were  fufficient  to  fotisfy  him,  and  therefore  defired  he 
might  have  leave  ;  the  other  paffage  flipped  rrom  him  out 
of  paflion,  not  judgment.  Whereupon  the  court  agreed 
that  it  was  neceifary  to  give  way  to  his  departure,  and  or- 
dered another  meeting  of  the  general  court  to  make  choice 
of  a  governor  and  deputy  governor  ;*  and  as  it  was  in  the 
midft  of  winter  (15  December)  the  freemen  had  liberty  to 
fend  thdir  votes  in  writing,  if  they  did  not  come  in  perfon. 
Some  of)  the  church  of  Bofton,  loth  to  part  with  the  gov- 
ernor, /met  together,  and  agreed  that  it  was  not  neceifary 
for  the'reafons  alleged  that  the  governor  mould  depart,  and 
lent  fome  of  their  number  to  fignify  as  mudk-to  the  court. 
The  governor  pretended  to  be  overpowered,  and  expreiled 
himfelf  to  be  fuch  an  obedient  fon  of  the  church,  that  not- 
withstanding the  licenfc  of  the  court,  yet  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  church  he  durft  not  go  away.  A  great  part  of 
the  people  who  were  informed  of  this  traniaetion  declared 
their  purpofe  ftill  to  continue  him  ;  and  it  was  thought 
advifable.  when  the  day  appointed  for  election  came,  to 
adjourn  the  court  to  May,  the  time  of  the  annual  choice. -f- 
Mr.  Vane  has  been  charged  with  as  dark  diffimulation  a 
few  years  after,  in  affairs  of  vaftly  greater  importance,  par- 
ticularly in  the  manner  of  giving  his  teflimony  in  the  cafe 
the  Earl  of  Strafford. 

There  came  o\rer  with  Mr.  Cotton,  or  about  the  fame 
time,  Mr.  Hutchinfon  and  his  family,  who  had  lived  at 
Alford,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton.  Mr.  Hutchin- 
fon had  a  good  eftate,  and  was  of  good  reputation.      His 

wife, 

*  In  cafe  the  deputy  fhouid  be  chofe  governor,  as  was  expeSsd. 
1  Mail',  records— Hubbard. 
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wife,  as  Mr.  Cotton  fays,  "  was  well  beloved,  and  all  the 
faithful  embraced  her  conference,  and  bleffed  God  for  her 
fruitful  difcourfes.*  After  Hie  came  to  New-England,  fhe 
was  treated  with  refpecl,  and  much  notice  was  taken  of 
her  by  Mr.  Cotton,  and  other  principal  perfons,  and  parti- 
cularly by  Mr.  Vane  the  governor.  Her  hufband  ferved 
in  the  general  court  feveral  elections  as  a  reprefentative  for 
Bofton,  until  he  was  excuied  at  the  defire  of  the  church. -f- 
So  much  refpecl:  feems  to  have  increafed  her  natural  van- 
ity. Countenanced  and  encouraged  by  Mr.  Vane  and 
Mr.  Cotton,  fhe  advanced  doctrines  and  opinions  which 
involved  the  colony  in  difputes  and  contentions  ;  and,  being 
improved  to  civil  as  well  as  religious  purpoles,  had  like  to 
have  produced  ruin  both  to  church  and  flate.  The  vigi- 
lance of  fome,  of  whom  Mr.  Winthrop  was  the  chief,  pre- 
vented and  turned  the  ruin  from  the  country,  upon  herfelf 
and  many  of  her  family  and  particular  friends.  Mr. 
Wheelwright,  a  zealous  minifter,  of  character  for  learning 
and  piety,  was  her  brother  in  law,  and  firmly  attached  to 
her,  and  finally  fuffered  with  her.  Befides  the  meetings 
for  public  worihip  on  the  Lord's  day,  the  flated  lecture 
every  Thurfday  in  Bofton,  and  other  occafional  lectures 
in  other  towns,  there  were  frequent  private  meetings  of  the 
brethren  of  the  churches  for  religious  exercifes.  Mrs.- 
Hutchinfon  thought  fit  to  fet  up  a  meetmg  of  the  fillers 
alfo,  where  fhe  repeated  the  fermons  preached  the  Lord's 
day  before,  adding  her  remarks  and  expofitions.  Her  lec- 
tures made  much  noife,  and  lixty- or  eighty  principal  wo- 
men attended  them.  At  firfl  they  were  generally  approv- 
ed of.  After  fome  time,  it  appeared  fhe  had  diftinguithed 
the  minifters  and  members  of  churches  through  the  coun- 
try, a  fmall  part  of  them  under  a  covenant  uf  grace,  the 
reft  under  a  covenant  of  works.  The  whole  colony  was 
foon  divided  into  two  parties,  and  however  diftant  one 
party  was  from  the  other  in  principle,  they  were  ftill  more 
fo  in  affection.  The  two  capital  errors  with  which  fhe  was 
charged,  were  thefe  :  That  the  Holy  Ghoit  dweLs  perfon- 

aliy 

*  Anfwer  to  Bailey. 

+  Mr.  William  Hutchinfon  was  difcharged  from  aOifling  at  the  particular  courtSj 
it  the  requeft  oftne  church.        Majf.  Rtc.  Dec.  j6jw. 
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ally  in  a  juftified  perfon ;  and,  that  nothing  of  fanctification 
can  help  to  evidence  to  believers  their  juftification.  From 
thefe  two  a  great  number  of  others  were  faid  to  flow, 
which  were  enumerated  and  condemned  at  a  fynod  held 
the  next  year.  The  minifters  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
country,  alarmed  with  thefe  things,  came  to  Bofton,  whilfl 
the  general  court  was  fitting,  and  forne  time  before  the 
governor,  Mr.  Vane,  afked  his  difmiflion.  They  conferred 
with  Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr.  Wheelwright  upon  thofe  two 
points.  The  lad  they  both  difclaimed,  fo  far  as  to  ac- 
knowledge that  fanctification  did  help  to  evidence  juftifi- 
cation :  the  other  they  qualified  at  leaf!  by  other  words ; 
they  held  the  indwelling  of  the  perfon  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
but  not  ftrictly  a  perfonal  union,  or,  as  they  exprefs  it,  not 
a  communicating  of  perfonal  proprieties.  The  governor 
not  only  held  with  Mr.  Cotton,  but  went  further,  or  was 
more  exprefs,  and  maintained  a  perfonal  union.  Mr. 
Winthrop,  the  deputy  governor,  denied  both ;  and  Mr. 
Wilfon,  the  other  minifter  of  Bofton,  and  many  of  the  min- 
isters in  the  country,  joined  with  him.  A  conference  or 
difputation  was  determined  on,  which  they  agreed  fhould 
be  managed  in  writing,  as  molt  likely  to  tend  to  the  peace 
of  the  church.  When  they  could  not  find  that  the  fcrip- 
tures,  nor  the  primitive  church  for  the  firft  three  hundred 
years,  ever  ufed  the  term  Perfon  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  they 
generally  thought  it  was  beft  it  lhould  be  forborn,  as  be- 
ing of  human  invention.  Upon  the  other  queftion,  Mr. 
Cotton,  in  a  fermon,  the  day  the  court  met,  had  acknow- 
ledged that  evident  fanctification  is  a  ground  of  juftifica- 
tion j  and  went  on  to  fay,  that  in  cafes  of  fpiritual  defer- 
tion,  true  defire  of  fanctification  was  found  to  be  fanctifi- 
cation  as  divines  ufually  held  j  and  further,  if  a  man  was 
laid  fo  flat  upon  the  ground,  as  that  he  could  fee  no  de- 
fires,  but  only  as  a  bruifed  reed  did  wait  at  the  foot  of 
Chrift,  yet  here  was  matter  of  comfort,  for  this  was  found 
to  be  true  fanctification  in  the  root  and  principle  of  it.  Mr. 
Vane  and  he  both  denied  that  any  of  thefe,  or  any  degree 
of  fanctification,  could  be  evident  without  a  concurrent 
fight  of  justification.*      The  town  and  country  were  dif- 

tracted 
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tradted  with  thefe  Subtleties,  and  every  man  and  woman 
who  had  brains  enough  to  form  fome  imperfect  concep- 
tions of  them,  inferred  and  maintained  fome  other  point, 
fuch  as  thefe  :  a  man  is  juftified  before  he  believes,  faith 
is  no  caufe  of  justification  ;  and  if  faith  be  before  jus- 
tification, it  is  only  apaffive  faith,  an  empty  veiTel,  &c.  and 
afTurance  is  by  immediate  revelation  only.  The  fear  of 
God  and  love  of  our  neighbour  feemed  to  be  laid  by,  and 
out  of  the  queftion.  All  the  church  of  Bofton,  except  four 
or  five,  joined  with  Mr.  Cotton.  Mr.  Wilfon,  the  other 
minifler,  and  moft  of  the  minifters  in  the  country,  oppofed 
him. 

To  increafe  the  flame,  Mr.  Wheelwright  preached  a  fer- 
mon  (Jan.  19)  in  which,  befides  carrying  antinomianifm 
to  the  height,  he  made  ufe  of  fome  expfeffions,  which  were 
laid  hold  of  by  the  court  as  tending  to  Sedition,  for  which 
he  was  fent  for  and  examined,  whilft  Mr.  Vane  was  in  of- 
fice ;  but  a  full  inquiry  and  determination  was  fufpended, 
until  a  more  convenient  time. 

Whilft  thefe  contentions  were  thus  increafmg  within,  the 
Pequods,  the  moft  warlike  of  all  the  Indians,  were  plotting 
destruction  from  without.  After  Stone  and  his  company 
were  murdered,  they  fent  meflengers  to  Bofton  to  make 
peace,  pretending  that  the  murder  was  committed  by  a  few 
bad  fellows,  who  had  fled  to  the  Dutch.  Their  ambafla- 
dors  were  courteoufly  treated,  and  the  terms  of  peace  were 
agreed  on.  In  confidence  of  their  fidelity,  John  Oldham, 
of  whom  mention  has  been  made  before,  went  in  a  fmall 
bark  to  trade  with  the  Indians  at  Block-Iiland.  They 
murdered  him,  but  fpared  two  boys,  and  two  Narraganfet 
Indians,  who  were  of  nis  company.  The  murderers  were 
difcovered  by  the  crew  of  a  Small  veflel,  one  Gallop  mafter, 
from  Connecticut,  which  happened  to  come  upon  them 
Soon  after  the  fact.  Gallop  had  with  him  only  one  man  and 
two  boys,  and  no  arms,  except  two  mulkets  and  two  pii- 
tols.  Although  the  deck  was  full  of  Indians,  who  had  guns, 
Swords,  8cc.  yet  as  they  were  then  not  much  ufed  to  them, 
they  made  but  little  reSiftance;  and  when  he  boarded  the 
veflel,  they  jumped  into  the  fea,  and  many  of  them  were 

drowned, 
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drowned.  He  found  Oldham's  body  not  cold,  his  brains 
beat  out,  and  his  limbs  hacked  off.  Block-lfland  was  un- 
der the  Narraganfet  Indians,  but  they  denied  their  having 
any  concern  in  the  murder.  The  murderers  were  (hel- 
tered  and  protected  by  the  Pequods,  who  at  the  fame  time 
furprifed  divers  Englifh  in  Connecticut  river.  Theie 
proceedings  caufed  Maflachufetts  to  fend  fourfcore  men  by 
water,  under  Capt.  Endicot,  who  had  instructions  to  offer 
peace  to  the  Indians,  upon  their  delivering  up  the  murder- 
ers ;  if  they  refufed  to  do  it,  then  to  attack  them.  A  great 
number  of  them  entered  into  fome  fort  of  parley,  by  a 
meiTenger  and  interpreter,  keeping  at  a  great  difbmce 
themfelves :  but  as  foon  as  they  knew  the  terms,  they  fled 
into  the  woods.  Winter  was  approaching,  and  Mr.  Endi- 
cot thought  it  advifable  to  return  home,  in  order  to  prepare 
for  a  more  general  attack  the  next  fummer.  There  were 
fome  fevere  reflections  caft  upon  him,  for  not  purfuing 
the  enemy  at  that  time.  The  Pequods  in  the  winter  at- 
tempted an  union  with  the  Narraganfets.  There  had 
been  a  fixed,  inveterate  enmity  between  the  two  tribes ;  but 
on  this  occafion  the  Pequods  were  willing  to  (mother  it, 
their  enmity  againft  the  Englifh  being  the  ftrongeft  of  the 
two  ;  and  although  they  had  never  heard  the  ftory  of  Po- 
lypheme  and  Ulyfies,  yet  they  artfully  urged  that  the  En- 
glifh were  come  to  difpoffefs  them  of  their  country,  and  that 
all  the  Narraganfets  could  hope  for  from  their  friend Hiip 
was  the  favour  of  being  the  laft  devoured  :  whereas,  if  the 
Indians  would  unite,  they  might  eafily  deftroy  the  Englifh, 
or  force  them  to  leave  the  country,  without  being  expofed 
themfelves  to  any  hazard.  They  need  not  come  to  open 
battles :  firing  their  houfes,  killing  their  cattle,  and  lying 
in  wait  for  them  as  they  went  about  their  ordinary  bufi- 
nefs,  would  foon  deprive  them  of  all  means  of  fubfifting. 
But  the  Narraganfets  *  preferred  the  prcfent  pleafure  of 
revenge  upon  their  mortal  enemies  to  the  future  happinefs 
of  themfelves  and  their  posterity.-}'  They  are  faid  to  have 
wavered  at  firft,  but  at  length  Myantinomo  their  chief  fa- 

chem 

*  The  Narraganfet  fachern,  and  Uncas,  fachem  of  the  Moheges,  fent  to  the 
Engliih.  and  offered  their  feme*  to  join  with  them  againft  the  Pequods.  Winf- 
low'»  anf.  to  Gorton..  , 
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chem  with  twenty  attendants  went  to  Boilon,  where  all 
the  magiftrates  and  miniflers  were  called  together  to  receive 
them,  and  a  guard  of  twenty  muiketeers  fent  to  Roxbury 
to  attend  them.  They  propofed  to  join  in  war  againfl  the 
Pequods,  and  that  neither  Englilh  nor  Indians  mould 
make  peace  with  them,  but  utterly  deftroy  them.  The 
governor  for  form  fake  took  time  until  the  next  morning 
to  give  an  anfwer,  and  then  the  following  articles  were  a- 
greed  to. 

i .  A  firm  and  perpetual  peace  betwixt  them  and  the 
Engiifh. 

2.  Neither  party  to  make  peace  with  the  Pequods  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  other. 

3.  That  the  Narraganfets  mould  not  harbour  any  Pe- 
quods. 

4.  That  they  mould  put  to  death  or  deliver  up  any 
murderers  of  the  Englijp>«rr~^\ 

5.  That  they  flio^t^etumjugitive  fervants. 

6.  ,The  Engiifh  tfrj|ivei  tf$Jh  'ftice  when  to  go  out  a- 
gainfl  the  Pequods,  %nd  tWe\ Narraganfets  to  furniih  guides. 

7.  Free  trade  to  be^arriea  on^between  the  parties. 

8.  None  of  the  Narraganfets,. <o  come  near  the  Engiifh 
plantation  during  the  war  with  the  Pequods,  without  fome 
Englifliman  or  Indian  known  to  the  Engiifh. 

Culhamaquin,  a  fachem  of  the  Mafiachufetts  Indians, 
alfo  became  a  party  to  the  treaty. 

Indian  fidelity  is  proverbial  in  New-England,  as  Punic 
was  in  Rome.  The  Narraganfets  are  faid  to  have  kept 
to  the  treaty  until  the  Pequods  were  deflroyed,  and  then 
they  grew  infolent  and  treacherous. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  religious  heats  became  more 
violent,  and  the  civil  affairs  more  fenfibly  affected  by  them. 
The  people  of  Boilon  in  general  were  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Vane  the  governor,  the  reft  of  the  towns  in  general  for 
Mr.  Winthrop  the  deputy  governor.  At  a  feflions  of  the 
court  in  March,  it  was  moved  that  the  court  of  elections 
for  1637  fhould  not  be  held  in  Boilon,  but  in  Newtown 
(Cambridge.)  Nothing  could  be  more  mortifying  to  the 
governor ;  and  as  he  could  not  hinder  the  vote  by  a  nega- 
tive, he  refufed  to  put  the  queftion.     Mr.  Winthrop  the 

deputy 
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deputy  governor,  as  he  lived  in  Bofton,  excufed  nimfelf, 
and  the  court  required  Mr.  Endicot,  one  of  the  affiftants, 
to  do  it.     -It  was  carried  for  the  removal. 

The  more  immediate  occafion  of  the  court's  refentment 
againft  Bofton,  was  a  petition  figned  by  a  great  number  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  that  town,  together  with  fome 
belonging  to  other  towns,  judging  and  condemning  the 
court  for  their  proceedings  againft  Mr.  Wheelwright.  At 
this  fefllon,  Mr.  Vane  the  governor  could  not  prevent  a 
cenfure  upon  one  Stephen  Greenfmith,  for  faying  'hat  all 
the  minifters,  except  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Wheelwright, 
and  he  thought  Mr.  Hooker,  preached  a  covenant  of 
works.  He  was  required  to  make  an  acknowledgment  to 
the  fatisfaction  of  the  magiftrates  and  minifters,  was  fined 
forty  pounds,  &c* 

At  the  opening  of  the  court  of  election  for  1637,  which 
was  not  done  until  one  o'clock  (May  17th)  a  petition  was 
again  offered  from  many  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  which  the 
governor,  Mr.  Vane,  would  have  had  read ;  but  Mr. 
Winthrop,  the  deputy  governor,  oppofed  it  as  being'  out 
oi  order ;  this  being  the  day  by  charter  for  elections,  and 
the  inhabitants  all  convened  for  that  purpofe,  if  other  buf- 
inefs  was  allowed  to  take  up  the  time,  the  elections  would 
be  prevented ;  after  the  elections  were  over,  the  petition 
might  be  read.  The  governor  and  thofe  of  his  party 
would  not  proceed,  unlefs  the  petition  was  read.  The 
time  being  far  fpent,  and  many  perfons  calling  for  elec- 
tion,-}- the  deputy  governor  called  to  the  people  to  divide, 
and  the  greater  number  lhould  carry  it ;  which  was  done, 
and  the  majority  was  for  proceeding.  Still  the  governor 
refufed  until  the  deputy  governor  told  him  they  would  go 
on  without  him.  This  caufed  him  to  fubmit.  Mr.  Win- 
throp was  chofen  governor,  Mr.  Dudley  deputy  governor, 
Mr.  Saltonftall,  fon  of  Sir  Richard,  and  Mr.  Stoughton, 

new 

*  MaflT.  Records. 

+  Mr.  Wilfon,  theminifter,  in  his  zeal,  gat  upon  the  bough  of  a  tree  (if  was  hot 
«reatlier>  and  the  election  like  that  oi  parliament  men  for  the  counties  in  England 
was  carried  on  in  the  field)  andtheie  made  a  ipeech,  advifuig  the  people  to  look  to 
(heir charter*  and  to  consider  the  preienr  work  of  the  day,  which  wasdelignedfor  the 
chooiing  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  the  reftof  the  affiftants  lor  the  govein- 
rneinof  theconimonwealtn.  Hisfpcech  was  well  received  by  the  people,  whopre- 
i  Listly  called  cut  eledUoiii  election,  which  turned  the  fcale. — MS.  Life  if  J-  !!'itf*.i. 
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new  aflifrants ;  and  Mr.  Vane  and  his  rriends  of  the  fame 
perfuafion,  Duramer,  Haugh  and  Coddington,  left  out  of 
the  magiflracy.      There  was  great  danger  of  a  violent  tu- 
mult that  day.      The  fpeeches  on  both  fides  were  fierce, 
and  they  began  to  lay  hands  on  one  another,  but  the  man- 
ifeft  majority  on  one  fide  was  a  reftraint  to  the  other.* 
Bofton  waited  the  event  of  this  election  of  mao-iftrates  be- 
fore  they  would  choofe  their  representatives  for  the  other 
tnafinefs  of  the  general  court,  and  the  next  morning  thty 
chofe  Mr.  Vane  the  late  governor,  Mr.   Coddington  and 
Mr.  Haugh.     This  election  of  Bofton  was  immediately 
determined  by  the  court  to  be  undue.     The  reafon  is  not 
affigned  in  the  record,  but  it  is  faid  -f  this  reafon  was  given, 
that  all  the  freemen  were  not  notified.     A  warrant  iffued 
for  a  new  choice,  and  Bofton  returned  the  fame  men  again, 
and  then  they  were  not  rejected.     The  ferjeants,  who  ufed 
to  attend  Mr.  Vane,  laid  down  their  halberds  and  went 
home  as  foon  as  the  new  governor  was  elected ,  ^  and  they 
refufed  to  attend  him  to  and  from  the  meetings  on  the 
Lord's  days  as  had  been  ufual.     They  pretended  this  ex- 
traordinary refpect  was  fhewn  to  Mr.  Vane  as  a  perfon  of 
quality.      The  court  would  have  appointed  others,  hu.t 
Mr.  Wmthrop  took  two  of  his  own  fervants  to  attend  him. 
Mr.  Vane  profeffed  himfelf  ready  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  God 
in  the  meaneft  capacity.     He  was  notwithstanding  much 
mortified,  and  discovered  his  refentraent.    Although  he  had 
fat  at  church  among  the  magistrates  from  his  firft  arrival, 
yet  he  and  thofe  who  had  been  left  out  with  him  placed 
themfclves  with  the  deacons,  and  when  he  was  invited  by 
the  governor  to  return  to  his  place,  he  refufed  it. 

An  extraordinary  act  made  by  the  general  court  this  (tf- 
fion  very  much  heightened  the  difcontent.  Many  perfonc. 
of  the  favourite  opinions  in  Bofton,  were  expected  from 
England  ;  a  penalty  therefore  was  laid  on  all  pcribns  who 
(hcuid  entertain  in  their  houfes  any  flranger  who  came  with 
intent  to  refide,  or  ihould  allow  the  ufe  of  any  lot  or  hab- 
itation above  three  weeks,  without  liberty  from  one  of  the 

ftanding 

*  Hubbard— Mart".  Records. 
+  Hubbard. 

X  The  military  companies  elected  their  orFjcers,  ctherwife  the  court  would  un- 
doubtedly have  appointed  ether  ferjeants. 
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{landing  council,  or  two  other  affiftants.  The  penalty  on 
private  perfons  was  forty  pounds,  and  twenty  pounds  be- 
fides  for  every  month  they  continued  in  the  offence.  And 
any  town  which  gave  or  fold  a  lot  to  fuch  ftranger  was 
fubject  to  iool.  penalty;  but  if  any  inhabitant  of  fuch 
town  fhould  enter  his  dnTent  with  a  magiftrate,  he  was  to 
be  excufed  his  part  of  the  fine.*  This  was  a  very  fevere 
order,  and  was  fo  diiliked  by  the  people  of  Bofton  that  upon 
the  governor's  return  from  court  they  all  refufed  to  go  out 
to  meet  him  or  fihew  him  any  refped.-f  Mr.  Winthrop, 
however  firm  and  refolute  in  the  execution  of  his  office  and 
fteady  to  his  principles,  yet  in  private  life  behaved  with 
much  moderation.  He  was  obliging  and  condefcending 
to  all,  and  by  this  means  in  a  fhort  time  recovered  their 
affections  and  was  in  greater  efleem  than  ever.  Indeed 
while  Bofton  thus  flighted  him,  the  other  towns  increaied 
their  refpect ;  and  in  travelling  the  fame  fummer  to  Ipfwich, 
he  was  guarded  from  town  to  town  with  more  ceremony 
than  he  defired.'j; 

Mr.  Vane,  in  company  with  Lord  Leigh,  fen  of  the  Earl 
of  Marlborough,  who  came  to  fee  the  country,  failed  for 
England  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  where  he  had  a  much 
larger  field  opened.  The  nation  at  that  time  was  difpofed 
to  receive  very  favourably  men  of  his  genius  and  caft  of 
mind.  The  fhare  he  had  in  the  revolution  there,  and  his 
unhappy  fate  upon  the  refloration  of  King  Charles  the 
iecond,  are  too  well  known  to  need  any  notice  here.  He 
came  into  New-England  under  peculiar  advantages.  His 
father  was  one  of  the  privy  council.  He  himfelf  had  the 
friendfhip  of  the  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  who  was  in  the  higher!: 
efteem  in  the  colony.  He  made  great  profefhons  of  reli- 
gion, and  conformed  to  the  peculiar  fcruples  of  that  day. 
I  have  feen  a  long  letter  wrote  to  him  while  he  was  on 
Ship- board  by  one  of  the  paffengers  in  the  fame  fhip,  ap- 
plauding him  for  honouring  God  fo  far  as  to  fhorten  his 

hair 

*  MaiT.  Records. 

+  Mr.  Cotton  was  fo  difiatisfied  with  this  law,  that  he  fays  he  intende d  to 
have  removed  out  qf  the  jurifdicUon  to  Quinnypiack,  fince  called  New-Haven  ; 
but  finding  the  law  was  not  improved  rr>  exclude  fuch  perfons  as  he  feared  it 
would  be,  he  altered  his  mind.        Anf-  t°  Bailey. 

%  Hubbard. 
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hair  upon  his  arrival  in  England  from  France,  and  urging 
a  complete  reformation  by  bringing  it  to  the  primitive 
length  and  form.  It  was  with  much  difficult)'  he  could 
obtain  his  father's  confent  to  come  over,  but  his  inclination 
was  fo  ftrong  that  at  length  he  had  leave  of  abfence  for 
three  years.  It  is  faid  that  the  King  being  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Vane's  difpofition,  commanded  the  father,  who 
had  no  great  affection  for  the  religion  of  New-England,  to 
gratify  him.*  However  this  may  have  been,  it  was  be- 
lieved in  New-England  to  be  true,  and  with  the  other 
circumftances  mentioned  ftrongly  recommended  him.  Part 
of  his  bufinefs  was  the  fettlement  of  Connecticut,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Winthrop  the  governor's  fon,  as  agents 
for  Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  Lord  Brooke,  &c.-f-  The  moft 
valuable  places  for  townlhips  had  been  taken  up  before,  by 
people  from  Maffaclvuietts,  as  we  have  already  obierved  ; 
and  the  agents,  not  being  willing  todifturb  them,  contented 
themfelves  at  prefent  with  the  poiTelTion  of  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  and  Mr,  Vane  was  flopped  by  the  general  defire 
of  the  colony  in  order  to  his  being  elected  governor.  The 
adminiftration  of  a  young  and  unexperienced  but  obftinate 
and  felf-luflicient  governor,  could  not  but  be  difliked  by 
the  major  part  of  the  people,  and  at  the  next  election  they 
not  only  would  not  fo  much  as  choofe  him  an  afTiftant,  but 
made  an  order  that  no  man  for  the  time  to  come  ihould 
be  qualified  for  the  place  of  governor  until  he  had  been  at 
lead  one  whole  year  in  the  country. X  A  letter  wrote  from 
New-England  fhews  the  fenfe  they  had  of  him  after  they 
had  made  trial.  "  Mr.  Vane  coming  from  England  a 
"  young  gentleman,  was  prefently  elected  governor,  and 

"  before 

•  Hubbard. 

+  The  Earl  of  Warwick  obtained  a  jjrant  of  the  feacoaft  from  Narraganfet 
river  to  the  fouth-weft  40  leagues  to  keep  the  breadth  to  the  fouth  fea.  This  he 
alTigned  in  163  1  to  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  Lord  Brook,  Lord  Rich.  Charles  Fiennes, 
Sir  Nathaniel  Rich,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Richard  Knightly,  John  Pym,  John 
Hampden,  John  Humphry,  and  Herbert  Pelham,  Efq.  Thefe  with  their  alTo- 
ciatcs  are  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of;en  mentioned  in  private  letters  to  be 
expected  over  every  year,  and  Mr.  Fenwick  kept  poiiefficn,  and  would  not  fufFer 
fettlements  wntil  affairs  in  England  had  taken  fuch  a  turn  that  petfons  of  their 
character  had  r.o  occafion  for  an  afyluin. 

%  I  do  not  find  this  order  in  the  records.  It  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Hubbardt 
who  was  then  on  the  fpot.  1 
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before  he  was  half  warm  in  his  feat,  to  (hew  his  fpirit, 
began  to  broach  new  tenets  drawn  from  the  lees  of  one 
Mr.  Wheelwright,  agitated  with  fuch  violence  as  if  they 
had  been  matters  of  that  confequence,  that  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  New-Enafiand  mud  be  facrificed  rather 
than  they  mould  not  take  place.  Divifions  are  always 
dangerous,  never  fafe,  never  more  dangerous  than  in  a 
new  fettled  government.  Yet  this  man,  altogether  ig- 
norant of  the  art  of  government,  thinks  it  not  enough  to 
let  the  houfe  on  fire,  but  muft  add  oil  to  the  flame,  and 
fo  far  had  the  bandying  of  thefe  things  proceeded,  that 
it  was  of  God's  great  mzrey  it  ended  not  in  our  deltruc- 
tion.  It  is  fit  that  fomething  mould  be  faid  of  the  man 
that  put  us  into  this  danger.  Truly  by  his  afpect  you 
would  judge  him  a  good  man.  Yet  I  am  perluaded  he 
hath  kindled  thofo  fparks  among  us  which  many  ages 
will  not  be  able  to  extinguifh.  Bat  the  wifdom  of  the 
ftate  put  a  period  to  his  government  before  he  had  run 
out  his  circuit.  They  were  necemtated  to  undo  the 
work  oi  their  own  hands,  and  leave  a  blemifh  upon 
thatrafh  undertaking  for  pofterity  to  defcant  upon,  and 
a  caveat  to  us,  th.U  all  men  are  not  fit  for  government, 
and  none  (o  dangerous  when  he  is  up  as  one  that  makes 
his  affection  his  rule.  Rut  this  ditgrace  took  fo  deep  an 
impreffion,  that  partly  from  a  fenfe  of  it,  and  partly 
from  a  confeioufnefs  how  ill  he  had  deferved  of  us  through 
his  heat  of  indifcretion,  he  exchanged  New-England  for 
Old."  Lord  Say  and  Seal  fpeaking  of  him  after  his 
arrival  in  England,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cotton,  fays,  "  For 
the.  young  man  Mr.  Vane  whom  ycur  love  followeth, 
and  its  well  it  doth  fo,  for  he  may  be  recovered,  I  have  not 
been  wanting  to  do  my  endeavour  to  iriew  him  the  dan- 
ger of  his  way  and  what  hath  been  the  fad  iffue  thereof 
in  others,  from  whence  I  think  it  cometh,  and  whither 
Satan's  aim  is  to  drive  it,  as  might  have  appeared  to  you 
by  my  letters  written  to  him  unto  New-England  when  I 
firft  did  perceive  his  delufions,  if  he  had  (hewn  my  let- 
ters to  you.  I  fhall  be  glad  to  do  my  heft  to  that  end  fiill, 
but  I  have  not  that  frequent  converfe  with  his  family 

"  now 
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"  now  as  heretofore,  whereof  there  are  the  mod  in  Holland, 
•«  and  the  reft  will  fhortly  be  there  alfo."* 

The 

*  After  all  that  has  been  faid  to  the  difadvantage  of  Mr.  Vane's  character,  it 
ought  to  be  remembered,  to  his  honour,  that  notwithstanding  the  flights  put 
Upon  him  by  the  colony,  he  fhewed  a  truly  chriftian  fpirit  of  forgivenefs  ;  tv 
when  in  the  year  1644  an  attachment  was  made  of  the  effects  of  alderman  Berk- 
ley of  London,  in  the  Maffachufetts  colony,  at  the  fuit  of  the  lady  La  Tour,  and 
judgment  given  for  2000I.  fterling,  and  no  appeal  admitted,  a  heavy  complaint 
was  made  againft  the  government,  and  they  were  threatened  with  the  lofs  of  their 
privileges,  Sir  H.  Vane  flood  their  friend,  and  by  his  great  intereft  with  the  par- 
liament appeafed  their  refentment,  and  laid  the  ftorm  which  was  gathering  and 
hung  over  them.         MS  inter. 

The  author  of  the  life  and  death  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  printed  in  1662,  fays — 
>'  That  it  was  fuggefted  by  the  bifhops  to  the  then  King  concerning  him,  that 
the  heir  of  a  considerable  family  about  his  Majefty  was  grown  into  dillike  of  tne 
discipline  and  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England,  and  that  his  M.ijelty  might 
do  well  to  take  fome  courfe  about  him.  On  this  the  then  bifhop  of  London  took 
him  to  tafk,  who  feemed  to  handle  him  gently  in  the  conference,  but  concluded 
harfhly  enough  againft  him  in  the  clofe.  In  fine,  feeing  himfelf  on  all  hands  in 
an  evil  cafe,  he  refolved  for  New- England.  In  order  to  this,  ftriking  in  with 
fome  non-conformifts  which  intended  that  way,  his  honourable  birth,  long  haii> 
and  other  circumftances  of  his  perfon,  rendered  his  fellow  travellers  jealous  cf 
htm  as  2  fpy  to  betray  their  liberty,  rather  than  any  way  like  to  advantage  their 
defign.  But  he  that  they  thought  at  firft  fight  to  have  tco  little  of  Chrift  for 
their  company,  did  foon  after  appear  to  have  too  much  for  them.  For  he  had 
not  been  long  in  New-England  but  he  ripened  in'o  more  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence of  Chrift  than  the  churches  there  could  bear  the  teftimony  of.  Even  New- 
England  could  not  bear  all  his  words,  though  there  was  no  King's  court  or 
King's  chapel.     Then  he  returns  for  Old- England." 

The  following  letter  was  wrote  by  a  perfon  of  quality  to  a  near  relation  of  Sir 
Henry  Vane,  about  a  week  after  his  execution  : 
m  Madam, 

«•  If  1  do  later  than  others  give  you  an  account  of  the  (hare  I  have  in  the  lofs. 
of  your  generous  kinfman,  it  is  becaule  I  would  not  rudely  disturb  the  motions 
of  fo  juft  a  forrow  :  but  I  hope  that  you  are  allured  I  have  fo  real  a  concern  in 
all  that  relates  to  you,  that  it  was  not  neceffary  by  an  early  hafte  to  fend  you  an 
information  of  it.  I  have,  Madam,  whilft  I  own  a  love  to  my  country,  a  deep 
intereft  in  the  public  lofs  which  fo  many  worthy  perfons  lament.  The  world  is 
robbed  of  an  unparalleled  example  of  virtue  and  piety.  His  great  abilities  made 
his  enemies  perfuade  themfelves  that  all  the  revolutions  in  the  laft  age  were 
wrought  by  his  influence,  as  if  the  world  was  moved  only  by  his  engine.  In  him 
they  lodged  all  the  dying  hopes  of  the  party.  There  was  no  opportunity  that  he 
did  not  improve  for  the  advantage  of  his  country.  And  when  he  was  in  his  laft 
and  much  deplored  ftatc,  he  ftrove  to  make  the  people  in  love  with  that  freedom 

they  had   fo   fooliihly   and    lavilhfy   thrown   away. He  was   great    in  all  his 

actions,  but  to  me  he  feemed  greateft  in  his  fufferings,  when  his  enemies  feemed 
to  fear  that  he  alone  fhould  be  able  to  acquaint  them  with  a  change  of  fortune. 
In  his  loweft  condition,  you  have  feen  him  the  terror  of  a  great  prince  ftrength- 
ened  by  many  potent  confederates  and  armies.  You  have  feen  him  live  in  high 
eftimation  and  honour,  and  certainly  he  died  with  it.  Men  arrive  at  honours  by 
feveral  ways.  The  martyrs,  though  they  wanted  the  glittering  crowns  the 
princes  of  thofe  ages  difpenled.  have  rich  qnes  in  every  juft  man's  efteem  — 
Virtue,  though  unfortunate,  mines  in  fpite  jaf  all  its  enemies,  nor  is  it  in  any 
power  to  deface  thofe  lifting  monuments  your  friend  hath  railed  of  his  in  every 
heart  that  either  knew  him  or  held  any  intelligence  with  his  fame.  But  Madaia 
1  trefpafs  too  long  upon  your  patience.  Th6  is  a  fubject  I  am  apt  to  dwell  on, 
becaufe  I  can  never  fay  enough  of  it.  I  fhall':  ow  only  defire  you  to  make  ufe  of 
that  fortitude  and  virtue  that  raifed  your  frieiVi  above  the  power  and  malice  of 
his  enemies,  and  do  not  by  an  immoderate  form*?  deftroy  that  which  was  fo  dear 

to 
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The  party  in  New-England  loft  their'head.  Mrs.  Hut- 
cliinfon  notwithstanding  continued  her  leclures.  The 
court  for  the  prefent  took  no  notice  of  her  conduit,  nor  oi 
any  erroneous  opinions,  but  waited  the  determination  of 
the  churches  in  a  general  council :  accordingly,  a  fynod 
was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Newtown  the  30th  of  Auguft, 
where  were  prefent  not  only  the  minifters  and  melTengers 
of  churches,  but  the  magiftrates  alfo,  who,  Mr.  Weld  fays 
(I  fuppofe  he  was  a  member)  were  not  only  hearers,  but. 
fpeakers  alfo,  as  tney  thought  fit.  Mr.  Cotton,  although 
at  the  head  of  the  minifters,  was  too  much  a  party  to  be 
proper  for  a  moderator,  and  Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Bulkley 
were  chofen.  Three  weeks  were  fpent  in  difputing  pro 
and  con,  and  at  length  above  fourfcore  points  or  opinions 
faid  to  have  been  maintained  by  fonie  or  other  in  the  coun- 
try were  condemned  as  erroneous,  and  the  refult  was  fign- 
ed  by  all  the  members  but  Mr.  Cotton.  He  had  expref- 
fed  his  diilike  of  moil  of  them,  but  declined  condemning 
them,  all  maintaining  that  union  to  Chrift  preceded  faith 
in  him ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  declared  that  the  other 
new  opinions  were  heretical,  abfurd,  and  fome  of  them 
blafphemous,  and  promifed  to  bear  teftimony  againft 
them.*  This  general  agreement  {truck  a  damp  upon  the 
opinionifb,  and  gave  further  life  and  vigour  to  the  other 
party.  Mr.  Hooker  at  ftrft  disapproved  of  determining 
the  points  in  controverfy  by  a  fynod.  He  writes  to  Mr. 
Shepard  of  Newtown,  April  8,  1636  (it  ftiould  be  37) 
€<  For  your  general  fynod,  I  cannot  yet  fee  either  how  rea- 
"  fonable  or  how  falutable  it  will  be  for  your  turn,  for  the 
"  fettling  and  eftablifning  the  truth  in  that  honourable  way 
"  as  were  to  be  defired.  My  ground  is  this.  They  will 
"  be  chief  agents  in  the  fynod  who  are  chief  parties  in  the 
"  caufe  ;  and  for  them  only  who  are  prejudiced  in  the  con* 
"  troverfy  to  pafs  fentence  againft  cauie  or  perfon,  how 
"  improper  !  how  unprofitable  !  My  prefent  thoughts 
"  run  thus :    That  fuch  concluiions  which  are  mod  extra,, 

"  molt 

to  him,   yourfe'.f,  but  live  the  lively  reprefentation  of  his  virtue,   the  exercife  of 
which  hath  made  you  always  the  ac*'niration  of 

Your  humble  fervant,  &c. 
The  lift  June,  1662."  LJe  of  Sir  H.  Vane. 

*  Hubbard — Johnfon. 
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u  moft  erroneous ,  and  crofs  to  the  common  current,  fend 
"  them  over  to  the  godly  learned  to  judge  in  our  own 
"  country,  and  return  their  apprehensions.  I  fuppofe  the 
"  iflue  wii?  be  more  uncontrcuiable.  If  any  mould  fug- 
"  geft  this  was  the  way  to  make  the  clamour  too  great  and 
"  loud,  and  to  bring  a  prejudice  upon  the  plantations,  I 
"  mould  foon  anfwer,  there  is  nothing  done  in  corners  here, 
"  but  it  is  openlv  there  related,  and  in  fuch  notorious  caf- 
"  es  which  cannot  be  kept  fecret,  the  moft  plain  and  na- 
**  ked  relation  ever  caufeth  the  truth  moft  to  appear, 
"  and  prevents  all  groundlefs  and  ncedlcis  jealoufies,  where* 
**  by  men  are  apt  to  make  things  more  and  worfe  than  they 
"  are." 

Although  two  of  the  elders  were  the  moderators  or  pro- 
locutors of  the  aflembly,  yet  Mr.  Winthrop  feems  to  have 
had  a  controuiing  power.  An  anonymous  writer  of 
a  manufcript  fent  from  New-England  the  fame  year 
gives  this  account  of  it.  "  The  fynod  being  met,  much 
"  time  is  fpent  in  ventilation,  and  emptying  of  private  paf- 
"  fions ;  at  length  divers  truths  are  concluded  upon,  as  the 
f  nature  of/  grace  and  faith,  the  neceflity  of  repentance 
"  and  good  works,  the  perfection  of  the  fcriptures,  and  like 
"  truths  of  common  allay  were  affented  unto  by  common 
"  fuffrage  :  but  when  they  came  to  the  nature  of  the  cov- 
"  enant,  the  qualifications  preceding  it,  the  ufe  of  it,  the 
"  leal  of  the  fpirit,  the  Helenas  for  which  they  drive,  there 
"  they  were  as  different  as  ever,  refolved  in  nothing  but 
"this,  that  no  one  would  be  refolved  by  another ;  but 
"  therein  was  the  wifdom  and  excellent  fpirit  of  the  gov- 
P  ernor  feen,  filencing  parti onate  and  impertinent  fpeech- 
"  es,  as  another  Conitantine,  defiring  the  divine  oracles 
"  might  be  heard,  fpeak  and  exprels  their  own  meaning, 
"  adjourning  the  afiembly  when  he  faw  heat  and  paffion, 
"  fo  that  through  the  blefhng  of  God  the  aflembly  is  dif- 
"  folved,  and  jarring  and  diflbnant  opinions  if  not  reconcil- 
"  ed,  yet  are  covered,  and  they  who  came  together  with 
"  minds  exaiperated,  by  this  means  depart  in  peace,  and 
"  promife  by  a  mutual  covenant,  that  no  difference  in  0- 
"  pinion  (tall  alienate  their  affections  any  more,  but  that 
"  they  will  refer  doubts  to  be  refolved  by  the  great  God, 

'«  at 
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*«  at  that  great  day,  when  we  (hall  appear  at  his  tribunal." 
The  fynod  being  thus  over,  the  minds  of  the  people  were: 
prepared  for  a  further  proceeding  againft  the  opinionifts.* 
The  court  at  their  fefnons  the  2d  of  November,  took  no- 
tice of  the  petition  prefented  and  called  feditious  in  March 
preceding.  They  expelled  two  of  their  own  members, 
Afpinwall  and  Coggefhali,  one  for  figning,  and  the  other 
for  juftifying  it,  and  lent  a  warrant  to  the  town  of  Bolton 
to  return  two  other  deputies  in  their  room.  The  town  a- 
grced  to  fend  them  back,  but  Mr.  Cotton  hearing  of  it, 
went  to  the  meeting,  and  prevented  it,  and  they  chole 
two  others,  one  of  which  had  figned  the  petition,  and  was 
therefore  difmiiTed.-f*  The  court  then  fent  for  Mr. 
Wheelwright,  and  requiring  of  him  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  offence,  he  refuted  it,  and  juftified  his  conduct  ;  but 
the  court  refolved  that  it  tended  to  difturb  the  civil  peace, 
disfranchifed  and  baniihed  him,  allowing  14  days  to  fettle 
his  affairs,  &C.J 

Mrs.  Hutchinfon  was  next  called  to  her  trial,  before  the 
whole  court  and  many  of  the  elders.  An  ancient  manu- 
fcriptof  the  trial  at  large  having  been  preferred,  difcovers 
nothing  in  her  conduct  but  what  might  naturally  be  ex- 
pected from  a  high  degree  of  enthunaim.||  Her  notions  of 
revelations  do  not  leem  to  have  been  altogether  difcounte- 
nanced  by  Mr.  Cotton  himfelf.  Her  fentence  upon  re- 
cord ftands  thus  :  "  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
"  William  Hutchinfon,  being  convented  for  traducing  the 
'{  minifters  and  their  miniftry  in  the  country,  ihedeclar- 
"  ed  voluntarily  her  revelations,  and  that  me  fhould  be 
"  delivered,  and  the  court  ruined  with  their  poilerity,  and 
"  thereupon  was  baniihed,  and  in  the  mean  while  was 
"  committed  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Weld  (of  Roxbury)  until  the 
"  court  mail  difpofe  of  her."  Having  received  her  fen- 
tence from  the  court,  fhe  had  a  further  trial  to  go" 
through   in  the  church.      She  was  firft  admonilhed.  Mr. 

Cotton 

*  This  fpiritual  court  did  not  pronounce  particular  pcrfons  to  be  heretics,  but 
it  determined  what  was  herefy,  and  made  the  way  plain  for  the  lecular  power  t* 
proceed. 

4  Hubbard. 
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Cotton  fays  that  Mr.  Davenport  and  he  imagined  they  had 
convinced  her  of  her  errors,  and  (lie  prefented  what  was 
called  a  recantation  under  her  hand,  but  at  the  fame  time 
profefled  that  fhe  never  was  of  any  other  judgment  than 
what  fhe  now  held  forth.  The  recantation  is  not  preferv- 
ed.  She  had,  no  doubt,  fome  fine-fpun  distinctions,  too 
commonly  made  ufe  of  in  theological  controversies,  to  ferve 
as  a  fubterfuge  if  there  be  occafion,*  and  perhaps,  as  many 
other  enihufiafts  have  done,  (lie  confidered  herfelf  divinely 
commiffioned  for  fome  great  purpofe,  to  obtain  which  ihe 
might  think  thole  windings,  fubtleties  and  infinuations 
lawful  which  will  hardly  confift  with  the  rules  of  morality. 
No  wonder  (he  was  immoderately  vain  when  (lie  found 
magistrates  and  ministers  embracing  the  novelties  advanced 
by  her.  The  whole  church  of  Bolton,  a  few  members  ex- 
cepted, were  her  converts.  At  length  lhe  forfook  the  pub- 
lic aUemblies,  and  fet  up  what  fhe  called  a  purer  worihip 
in  her  own  family.  It  is  not  improbable  fhe  was  encoura- 
ged herein  by  Mr.  Vane,  who  fome  years  after  fell  into  the 
fame  practice  in  England.  Mr.  Hooker,  who  had  been 
charged  by  her  with  want  of  foundnefs  in  the  faith,  in  re- 
turn expreffes  himfelf  with  fome  acrimony  concerning  her. 
'  The  expreffion  of  providence  againft  this  wretched  wo- 

*  man  hath  proceeded  from  the  Lord's  miraculous  mercy, 

*  and  his  bare  arm  hath  been  difcovered  therein  from  firft 

*  to  laft,  that  all  the  churches  may  hear  and  fear.  I  do 
1  believe  fuch  a  heap  of  hideous  errors  at  once  to  be  vented 
'  by  fuch  a  felf-deluding  and  deluded  creature,  no  hiftory 
i  can  record  ;  and  yet,  after  recantation  of  all,  to  be  caft 
'  out  as  unfavoury  fait,  that  fhe  may  not  continue  a  pell 
'  to  the  place,  that  will  be  forever  marvellous  in  the  eyes 

*  of  all  the  faints.     It  will  not  get  out  of  my  mind  and 

*  heart,  but  there  is  a  myftery  in  the  clofure  and  u.;ihot  of 
!  this  bufinefsj  but  he  that  carries  the  wifdom  of  the  craf- 
'  ty  headlong,  is  able  to  lay  open  that  alio  in  his  feafon, 
'  At  the  firft  reading  of  your  relation,  I  could  not  but  fuf- 

"pect 

*  Mr.  Cotton  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stone  at  Hartford  fays,  "  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  of 
whom  you  fpeak,  though  the  puolicly  revoked  the  errors,  yet  affirming  her  judg» 
ment  was  never  other  wife,  though  her  expreffions  were  contrary,  ihc  was  excom- 
municated by  the  whole  church,  nem.  con.  Some  ether  of  the  member*  trut 
joined  with  her  were  gone*  away  before,"  &c. 
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*'  peer,  fo  much  ;  may  be  it  is  but  my  melancholic  fufpi- 
"  cion,  but  thefe  three  things  prefented  themfelves  in  open 
"  view  to  my  mind  :  i.  That  it  was  never  intended  ihe 
"  ihould  be  excommunicated.  2.  That  her  recantation 
"  was  dill  with  fo  much  refervation  as  finks  the  mind  of 
"  fuch  who  would  have  made  way  for  her  efcape,  viz.  That 
"  our  election  is  firft  evidenced.  3.  That  this  conceit  is 
"  a  neft  egg  to  breed  and  bring  in  many  other  falfe  imag- 
"  inations,  if  it  be  ftretched  to  its  breadth.  Add  alio 
"  hereunto,  that  there  is  no  odds  from  herfeif,  but  only  in 
"  fome  expreffions  and  mifprifions  that  way  as  ihe  would 
"  have  men  think,  and  then  you  have  the  whole  caufe 
"where  it  was  conceived  in  a  narrower  compafs,  and  un- 
"  der  a  double  vizard,  that  the  appearance  of  it  may  fuit 
"  every  purpofe,  as  the  occafion  fits." 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  her  hufband  fold  his  eftate,  and  remov- 
ed with  his  wife  and  family  firft  to  Aquidneck*  (Rhode 
Ifland)  being  one  of  the  purchalers  of  that  ifland  from  the 
Indians,  where,  by  the  influence  of  his  wife,-}-  the  people 
laid  afide  Mr.  Coddington  and  three  other  magiflrates,  and 
chofe  him  for  their  fole  ruler  ;  but  he  dying  about  the  year 
1642,  and  ihe  being  diffatisfied  with  the  people  or 
place,  fhe  removed  to  the  Dutch  country  beyond  New- 
Haven,  and  the  next  year  (he  and  all  of  her  family  which 
were  with  her,  being  16  perfons,  were  killed  by  the  In- 
dians, except  one  daughter,  whom  they  carried  into  cap- 
tivity.;;; 

The 

*  Canonictts,  chief  fachem  of  Nnrrap:anfet  and  Niantick,  fold  the  ifland  t» 
William  Coddington  and  his  affociates,  March  291  1  bj  7.         MS. 

f  Hubbard. 

%  For  the  falthood  of  her  declaration  fhe  was  excommunicated.  Some  -writers 
mention  the  manner  of  her  death  as  being  a  remarkable  judgment  of  Cod  for  her 
herefies.  Her  partilans  charged  the  guilt  of  the  murder  upon  the  colony.  Mr. 
Weld  fays  (lie  was  delivered  of  as  many  unformed  foetus's  at  a  birth  as  ihe  main- 
tained errors,  and  that  another  aclrefs  was  delivered  of  a  monfter,  and  that  all 
ihe  women  were  feized  with  a  violent  vomiting  and  purging — ftores  as  credible  as 
that  of  the  Flanders  Countefs,  who  is  laid  to  have  had  as  many  children  at  a 
birth  as  there  are  days  in  the  year. 

The  author  of  a  little  trad  publiihed  in  1676  under  the  title  of  A  Glafs  for 
the  Peeple  of  Nenu-Englavd,  by  S.  G.  (it  feems  by  the  language  and  the  malevo- 
lent fpirit  to  be  Samuel  Gorton)  fays,  •«  The  next  piece  of  wickednefs  I  am  to 
mind  you  of  is  your  barbarous  action  committed  againft  Mrs.  Ann  Hutchinlon, 
whom  you  firft  imprifoned,  then  banifhed,  and  fo  expofed  her  to  that  dei'olate 
condition  that  fhe  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who  murdered  her  and  her 
family  except  one  child,   and  after  that   made  a  notorious  lie  on  the  deftroyed 

woman 
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The  confufiori  in  the  colony  occasioned  by  thefe  religious 
difputes  was  very  great,  and  it  appears  from  the  letters  then 
wrote  from  England  that  they  made  great  noife  there,  but 
after  all  it  is  highly  probable  that  if  Mr.  Vane  had  re- 
mained in  England  or  had  not  craftily  made  ufe  of  the 
party  which  maintained  thefe  peculiar  opinions  in  religion 
to  bring  him  into  civil  power  and  authority  and  draw  the 
affections  of  the  people  from  thofe  who  were  their  leaders 
into  the  wildernefs,  thefe  like  many  other  errors  might  have 
prevailed  a  fhort  time  without  any  disturbance  to  the  State, 
and,  as  the  abfurdity  of  them  appeared,  filently  Subsided* 
and  pofterity  would  not  have  known  that  fuch  a  woman 
as  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  ever  cxifted.*  We  may  iuppoie  that 
they  who  from  the  beginning  had  gone  along  with  her  in  her 
errors  were  not  difplealed  at  a  good  pretence  for  getting  rid 
of  her  without  condemning  themfelves.  It  is  difficult  to 
difcover  from  Mr.  Cotton's  own  account  of  his  principles* 
publifhed  ten  years  afterwards  in  his  aniwerto  Bailey,  wherein 
he  differed  from  her.      Her  warm  imagination  was  mere 

wrought 

woman,  which  Samuel  Clark,  prieft  of  London,  taking  the  lie  out  of  his  brother 
Weld's  (hort  ftory,  muft  needs  put  into  ins  book  called  God's  judgments  aga'mft 
herciy — The  woman  before  mentioned  having  been  by  the  priefts  and  profeflbrs 
'pumped  and  fitted  to  get  fomething  againlt  lier,  laying  their  fnares  to  entrap  her, 
and  taking  their  opportunity  when,  her  hufband  and  friends,  as  it  was  laid,  were 
abl'ent,  examined  and  banilhed  her. — So  the  goes  by  water  with  many  others  wh« 
perceived  they  mult  go  to  pot  next,  and  providentially  fell  in  with  Rhocte-Iiland. 
where  they  made  a  cave  or  caves,  and  in  them  lived  until  the  cold  winter  was 
part,  in  which  time  it  was  known  to  the  profeflbrs  where  they  were,  and  that 
they  had  bought  the  ifland  of  the  Indians.  And  the  profeflbrs  began  to  Itir  and 
endeavour  to  bring  the  ifland  within  the  com  pa  fs  of  their  patent  j  fo  the  poor* 
moleited  woman  it  is  like  let  in  fear,  and  thought  the  would  g.j  far  enough  from 
their  reach  ;  fo  going  fouthward  to  feck  a  place  to  fettle  upon,  where  Ihe  and  her 
family  might  live  in  quietnefs,  fell  upon  a  piece  of  land  that  was  in  c-ontrovcriy 
between  the  Dutch  and  the  natives,  and  the  natives  being  in  a  heat  came  upon 
them  and  were  the  eXceutionets  of  wn.it  the  Nevv-England  prielts,  magistrates  . 
and  church  members,  were  the  occafion,  through  their  wicked  and  cruel  proceed- 
ings in  forcing  them  to  flee  from  their  rage  and  fury. Sot  reader,  thou  mayeft 

fee  the  rage  and  envy  of  this  profeiling  generation,  for  they  imprifoned  and  ban- 
ilhed this  tenderly  bred  woman  in  or  towards  winter,  and  what  with  fears  and 
toffings  to  and  fro  the  woman  milcarried,  upon  which  they  grounded  their  abom- 
inable untruth.  Many  witneil'es  might  be  produced  to  prove  thris,  and  to  dif- 
prove  their  abominable  frequently  told  flandcr  and  alio  printed  by  piieits  and 
New-England  profeflbrs  and  their  confederates  here  in  England." 

*  A  great  number  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  molt  of  them  being  difarmed 
and  deprived  of  their  civil  privileges,  removed.  Mr.  Coddington  and  Dummer 
had  been  alfiltants ;  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  Aipinwall  and  Co^geihalU  representatives ; 
Rainsford,  Sanford,  Savage,  Eliot,  Ealton.  Kendall,  Dcnilon,  were  all  perl ons  ot' 
diftinolion.     About  60  were  difarmed  in  13oiton  befsdes. 
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wrought  upon  by  the  enthufiaftic  tenet  than  his  pla- 
cid temper.  He  feems  to  have  been  in  danger  when  me 
was  upon  trial.  Mr.  Dudley  the  deputy  governor  bore 
hard  upon  him :  Hugh  Peters  fhewed  that  he  was  well 
difpofed  to  bring  him  upon  trial.  The  other  minifters 
treated  him  coldly ;  but  Mr.  Winthrop,  whofe  influence 
was  now  greater  than  ever,  protected  him.  Not  long  after, 
in  a  lermon  at  a  fail,  Dec.  13,  1638,  he  confeiTed  ancl  be* 
wailed  the  churches  and  his  own  fccurity  and  credulity,  by 
means  whereof  fo  many  dangerous  errors  had  fpread,  and 
fhewed  how  he  came  to  be  deceived ;  the  errors  be- 
ing formed  in  words,  fo  near  the  truth  which  he  had 
preached,  and  the  faifehood  of  the  maintainers  of  them  be- 
ing fuch  that  they  ufually  would  deny  to  him  what  they 
had  maintained  to  others.*  His  conduct  in  this  day  of 
temptation  was  forgotten,  and  he  loon  recovered,  and  to 
his  death  preferved,  the  efteem  and  refpecr.  of  the  whole 
colony. 

Mr.  Wheelwright  went  to  New-Hampfhire  and  laid 
the  faundation  of  the  town  and  church  of  Exeter,  and  af- 
terwards removed  to  Hampton,  and  from  thence  to  Salis- 
bury. He  was  reftcred  in  1 644  upon  a  flight  acknowledg- 
ment. He  was  in  England  in  1658,  and  in  favour  with 
Cromwell,  as  appears  by  a  letter  to  the  church  at  Hamp- 
ton. He  lived  to  be  the  oldeft  minifter  in  the  colony, 
which  would  have  been  taken  notice  of,  if  his  perfecutors 
had  not  remained  in  power.-j~ 

The  court,  to  prevent  tumults,  required  about  fixty  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Bofton  to  deliver  up  their  arms  and  am- 
munition of  every  fort,  under  penalty  of  10I.  upon  each 
perfon  neglecting,  and  laid  the  like  penalty  upon  every  one 
of  them  who  mould  afterwards  borrow  any  arms  or  ammu- 
nition. And  at  the  fame  time  made  a  law  to  puniih  any 
perfon  by  fine,  imprifonment  or  banimment,  who  mould 
defame  any  court,  or  any  of  their  fentences. 

A  great  number  removed  out  of  the  jurifdiction,  fome 
of  them   being  banifhed,  fome  disfranchifed ;    more   to 

Rhode* 

*  Hubbard. 

+  He  died  in  1680.     His  for.,  grandfon>  and  great-grandfon»  have  been  of  thfr^ 
council  for  the  provir.ee. 
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Rhode-Ifland  than  to  any  other  place.  In  a  fhort  time* 
mod  of  them  were  permitted  to  return,  and  were  reftored 
to  their  former  privileges.  The  moil  of  thofe  errors  which 
were  condemned  by  the  fynod,  it  is  probable,  they  never" 
would  have  owned  as  their  principles,  and  they  appear 
rather  to  be  deduced  by  fome  of  the  fynod  as  naturally 
following  from  the  capital  opinions,  than  to  have  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  opinionifts  themfelves,  or  perhaps  may  have 
been  unguardedly  dropped  by  particular  perfons-  in  the 
heat  of  their  difputes,  or  during  an  enthufiaftic  frenzy, 
and  in  others  may  have  been  the  effect  of  a  fond  fancy  for 
paradoxical  tenets.  They  were  charged  indeed  with  prin- 
ciples which  admit  and  introduce  all  kinds  of  immorality, 
and  which  make  no  diftindtion  between  virtue  and  vice. 
So  are  fatalifts  and  predeftinarians.  Many  of  them  were 
afterwards  employed  in  polls  of  honour  and  truft,  were  ex- 
emplary in  their  lives  and  converfations,  and  their  letters 
and  private  papers  (hew  that  they  were  pious  and  devout, 
and  with  the  name  of  antinomians  paid  the  ftri<£teft  regard 
to  moral  virtue.  The  opinionifts  were  punifhed  for  be- 
ing deluded  enthufiafts.  The  other  fide  were  delud- 
ed alfo  by  a  zeal  for  the  punifliment,  for  the  honour 
of  God,  of  fuch  of  his  creatures  as  differed  in  opinion  from 
themfelves.  It  is  evident  not  only  by  Mrs.  Hutchinfon's 
trial,  but  by  many  other  public  proceedings,  that  inquifi- 
tion  was  made  into  men's  private  judgments  as  well  as 
into  their  declarations  and  practice.  Toleration  was 
preached  againil  as  a  fin  in  rulers  which  would  bring  down 
the  judgments  of  heaven  upon  the  land.* 

This  unhappy  controverfy  did  not  take  off  the  attention 
©f  the  government  from  their  neceflary  defence  againit  the 
Pequod  Indians,  who  continued  their  hoflilities.  Gover- 
nor Vane  had  lent  Capt.  Underhill  the  winter  before  to 

ftrengthen 

*  Mr.  Dudley  died  with  a  copy  of  verfes   in   his  pocket  wrote  with  his  own 
hand.     The  following  two  lines  made  part  of  it  : 

i-et  men  of  God  in  court  and  churches  wntch 
O'er  fuch  as  do  a  toleration  hatch. 
This  was  the  prevailing  doctrine  many  years,  and  until  their  eyes  were  opened 
by  s.  frelh  perfeeution  coming  upon  themfelves  from  King  Junes.  This  maae 
his  declaration  for  a  general  liberty  of  confidence  welcome,  and  they  thanked  the 
King  for  allowing  to  them  what  they  before  thought  themfelves  bound  in  eon- 
lcience  to  deny  to  ethers. 
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strengthen  the  garrifon  at  Saybrook  fort,  which  they  laid 
(lege  to  for  feveral  weeks  together.     The  three  colonies^ 
Maflachufetts,  Plymouth  and  Connecticut,  agreed,  with 
their  joint  forces,  to  go  into  the  Indian  country,  and  at- 
tempt their  entire  deftruction.      Maifachufetts  lent   160 
men,  under   the  command    of  Capt,  Stoughton.       The 
number  raifed  by  each  town  gives  us  fome  idea  of  the  pro- 
portion which  the  feveral  fettlements  bore  to  one  another- 
at  this  time.*     Connecticut  men  being  fettled  near  the 
Indian  country,  it  was  expected  they  would  be  early  iq 
action ;  the  firfl  of  the  Maifachufetts  men  that  could  be 
raifed  were  therefore  ordered  to  march.     This  party  con- 
fided of  40  men.     Capt.  Patrick,-f-  who  had  the  command 
of.  them,  by  letters  difpatched  from  Providence  acquainted 
Capt.  Mafon,  the  commander  of  the  Connecticut  men, 
that  he  was  hastening  to  join  him.     The  body  of  the  In- 
dians were  in  two  forts  or  inclofures,  which   on  all  fides 
they  had  rendered  as  defenfible  as  they  could  by  palifa- 
does,  their  ikill  in  fortification  carrying  them  no  farther. 
Saflacus  the  chief  fachem  was  in  one  of  them,  and  to  that 
the  Englifh  intended.     Capt.  Mafon  went  with  about  80 
Englifli  (20  of  which  under  Capt.  Underhill  of  the  Mafifc- 
chtetts  he  had  taken  from  Saybrook  fort)  and  106  river  % 
Indians  by  water  to  the  Narraganfets'  country,  where  200 
of  that  tribe  joined  him.     He  would  gladly  have  waited 
for  Patrick's  company,  but  was  afraid  the  friend  Indians 
would  attribute  the  delay  to  want  of  courage,  and  there- 
fore on  the  24th  of  May  he  began  his  march  for  Saffacus's 
fort.     The  Narraganfet  Indians  were  {truck  with  terror  at 
the  name  of  Saflacus,  and  endeavoured  to  diffuade  Mafon; 
but  finding  him  determined,  many  of  them  left  him,  and 
near  an  hundred  of  them  went  back  to  Providence,  where 

they 

*  Bolton  a6,  Charleftown  12,  Roxbury  iof  Dorcrrefter  13,  Weymouth  5,  Hing- 
harn  6,  Medi'ord  j,  Newbury  8,  lpfwich  171  Salem  18,  Saugus  (Lynn)  16,  Water- 
town  14.  Newtown  19,  Marblehcad  3. 

t  Patrick,  had  ferved  in  Holland  in  the  Prince  of  Orange's  guard,  and  was  fent 
for  to  inltruci  the  people  of  the  colony  in  military  difcipline.  In  order  to  his 
being  made  a  freeman  he  wa»  admitted  a  member  of  the  church  at  Watertown, 
but  the itfict  manners  ot  the  New-England  men  did  not  agres  with  a  Dutch 
foldier.  He  loon  removed  to  the  Dutch  at  New-Netherland.  He  was  Ihot  dead 
by  a  Dutchman  at  Stamford  in  164J.         Hubbard; 

X  Ccnociticut  river. 
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f.hcy  reported  that  the  Pequods  had  killed  all  the  Englifh. 
This  report  was  carried  t6  Bofton,  and  mud  have  caufed 
great  concern  there,*  Soon  after,  one  of  Underbill's  men 
fell  lame,  and  the  reft  of  the  company,  wearied  in  travel- 
ling, being  loaded  with  arms,  ammunition  and  provifions, 
and  Saflacus's  fort  being  eight  miles  further  diftant,  they 
refolved  to  attack  the  Indians  in  the  other,  which  was 
called  Miftick  fort.-f  WequaCb,^  originally  a  Pequod, 
who  was  born  at  Miftick  but  now  lived  with  the  Narra- 
ganfets,  was  their  guide  to  the  deftruclion  of  his  own 
countrymen  and  neareft  relations.  They  fent  him  forward 
%o  reconnoitre  ;  and  he  returned  with  intelligence,  that  the 
Pequods  had  taken  great  ftore  of  bafs  that  day,  and  were 
jn  a  high  feaft,  finging,  dancing,  and  blefling  their  god|[ 
for  that  the  Englifh  were  gone  away.  They  had  feen  the 
yeftels  pais  by  their  river  from  Say  brook  towards  Narra- 
ganfet,  and  fuppofed  they  were  gone  off*  Some  of  the 
Engi't!*!  advanced,  and  heard  the  Indians  at  their  revels 
until  midnight.  The  next  morning  (May  26)  about 
break  of  day,  after  a  inarch  of  three  or  tour  miles  from 
the  place  where  they  halted  the  night  before,  they  came 
within  light  of  the  fort,  which  was  upon  a  hill,  Wequafh 
piloted  them  to  the  gate,  The  centinel  happened  juft 
then  to  be  gone  into  a  wigwam  to  light  his  pipe,  The 
Indians  were  all  in  a  deep  fleep.  One  of  their  clogs  bark- 
ing at  the  approach  of  the  Englifh  caufed  a  difcovery. 
The  Inclians  within  the  fort  began  their  tremendous  yell ; 
and  the  Indians  without,  who  were  in  the  Englifh  rear 
and  afraid  to  come  up,  feconded  them.  No  found  that 
was  ever  made  can  be  more  horrid  than  the  Indian  yell. 
The  Englifh  immediately  fired  into  the  fort,  the  palifadoes 
not  being  lb  clofe  as  to  hinder  the  muzzles  of  their  guns 

going 

f  MS  letter, 

t  A  manufcript  jolhrial  fays?  that  Underhill,  upon  his  man's  l^menefs,  refolv- 
ed that  he  and  his  company  would  go  to  Miftick,  reading  God's  mind  by  that 
providence;  and  that  Mafon,  unwilling  tJ  part,  conformed  :  but  Hubbard  fays, 
they  were  both  of  a  mind,  for  the  other  rcafons  mentioned.  Underhi'l  was  one 
of  the  forwardeft  of  the  Bofton  enthufiafts. 

J  Wequaih  became  a  chriftian  and  an  apoftle  among  his  own  people,  travelling 
Up  and  down  to  make  converts,  and  when  he  died  gave  his  foul  to  Chrift  and  hi* 
only  child  to  the  Englifh,  hoping  it  would  know  more  of  Chrift  than  its  pecx 
father  ever  did.         Mr,  Sbcpard's  Litter  to  London. 

I  This  may  be  the  conje&we  of  the  joUrnalift, 
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going  between.  Not  being  able  eafily  to  enter  at  the  gate, 
Mafon  went  round  to  the  other  fide  of  the  fort,  where  was 
another  opening  or  entrance  barred  with  branches  of  forked 
trees  only,  at  which  he  entered  with  thofe  that  were  with 
him.  His  lieutenant  and  the  reft  of  the  Englifh  entered 
at  the  fame  time  by  other  parts.  The  Indians,  who  had 
no  arms  but  bows,  tomahawks  and  Englifh  hatchets,  made 
flout  refiftance  at  firft,  and  wounded  many  of  the  Englifh, 
Mafon  intended  to  have  fpared  the  wigwams ;  but  finding 
his  men  thus  diitreffed,  he  entered  one  of  them,  and  with 
a  firebrand  he  found  there  fefr  it  on  fire.  While  he  was 
doing  it,  an  Indian  was  drawing  his  bow,  and  would  un-» 
doubtedly  have  killed  him  if  his  ferjeant  coming  in  had 
nor  cut  the  bow-firing  with  his  hanger.  The  fire  fpread 
to  the  reft  of  the  wigwams,  and  the  Englifh  all  retreated 
without  the  fort,  and  furrounded  it.  The  Indians  fome 
climbed  to  the  top  of  the  paiifadoes  to  avoid  the  fire,  and 
fo  expofed  themfeives  to  the  Englifh  bullets ;  others  forced 
their  way  out  of  the  fort ;  and  if  any  of  them  brake 
through  the  Englifh,  the  allied  Indians  were  in  a  ring  at 
fome  little  diflance,  fo  that  few  if  any  efcaped.  There 
were  about  60  or  70  wigwams  in  the  fort  or  incloiure, 
and,  it,  was  imagined,  four  or  five  hundred  Pequods,  men 
women  and  children.  Three  of  the  Englifh  were  fiain, 
and  many  both  Englifh  and  Indians  their  friends  wounded 
with  arrows,  and  fome  very  badly.  The  army  was  in  dif* 
trefs,  notwithstanding  their  victory.  The  morning  was 
cold.  They  had  no  fort  of  refreshment,  not  fo  much  as 
water,  nor  any  fhelter  for  their  wounded.  They  had  no 
intelligence  of  their  veflels  which  had  been  ordered  to 
come  from  Narraganfet  to  Pequod  river.  Many  Indians 
were  in  the  woods  who  were  not  of  the  party  in  the  fort.. 
In  the  midft  of  this  perplexity,  they  efpied  their  veflels  at 
a  diftanee,  failing  towards  them.  They  then  took  up 
their  wounded  upon  mats  faftened  to  poleflfl  fome  with  the 
heads  of  the  arrows  in  their  bodies,  and  marched  to  the 
veflels  lix  miles  through  the  woods  and  fwamps,  the  In- 
dians lying  in  wait  at  every  convenient  place,  and  with 
their  arrows  wounding  many  more  ;  but  many  of  the  In- 
dians were  flaia  in  their  attempts  upon  the  Englifh.     They 

put 
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put  their  wounded  into  one  of  the  barks,  which  fet  fail  the 
fame  night  and  reached  Saybrook  fort.  Patrick  came  in. 
a  pinnace  from  Providence  to  Narraganfet  foon  after  the 
forces  marched,  and  with  the  other  veflels  went  forward, 
taking  Myontinomo  the  fachern  of  Narraganfet  with 
them  j  but  their  arrival  was  prevented  by  contrary  winds 
until  the  morning  of  the  acr.ion,  after  it  was  over.  Moll 
of  the  Engliih  and  all  the  Indians  marched  through  what 
was  called  Nianticut's  country,  to  Saybrook  fort,  their 
veflels  alio  arriving  there  the  next  day.  The  Indians  in 
alliance  with  the  Engliih  had  taken  eighteen  captives,  ten 
males  and  eight  females ;  four  of  the  males  were  difpofed 
of,  one  to  each  of  four  fachems,  the  reft  put  to  the  {word. 
Four  of  the  females  were  left  at  the  fort,  the  other  four 
carried  to  Connecticut,  where  the  Indians  .challenged  them 
as  their  prize  ;  the  Engliih  not  agreeing  to  it,  they  were 
f  facrificed  alfo  to  end  the  difpute,  The  policy  as  well  as 
the  morality  of  this  proceeding  may  well  be  queftioned. 
The  Indians  have  ever  ihewn  great  barbarity  to  their  Eng- 
liih captives — the  English  in  too  manv  inftances  have  re- 
taliated it.  This  has  only  enraged  thlna  the  more.  Be- 
fides,  to  deftroy  women  and  children  for  the  barbarity  of 
their  hufbands  and  parents  cannot  eafily  be  juftified. 

Saflacus  the  fachem,after  the  taking  of  Miftick  fort  and 
fo  many  of  his  warriors  being  flain,  broke  down  his  own 
fort,  burned  all  their  wigwams,  put  his  goods  into  canoes, 
and, men,  women  and  children  forfook  their  country  and 
went  away  by  land  to  Quinnipiack,  The  forces  under 
Capt.  Stoughton  arrived  at  Siybrook  the  latter  end  of 
June.  They  purfued  the  Indians,  meeting  now  and  then 
two  or  three  at  a  time,  whom  they  killed  or  took  prifon- 
ers  ;  at  length  they  were  informed  of  a  great  body  of  In- 
dians in  a  fwamp,*  which  they  furrounded.  They  feem  to 
have  been  of  other  tribes  as  well  as  Pequods.  One  of  the 
fachems  came  out  with  99  men,  women  and  children,  and 
delivered  themfelves  up  to  the  Engliih.  Wampum  he 
jfaid  he  had  none,  nor  had  he  ever  killed  any  Englifh. 
The  garment  he  had  on,  which  was  of  black  beaver  {kin, 
he  pre  tented.     An  Indian  was  lent  in  to  tell  the  reft,  that 

if 

*  Mr.  Hubbard  fays  near  Fairfield  or  Stratford, 
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if  tfaef  would  come  out  and  deliver  up  their  arms  and 
clear  themfelves  from  having  murdered  any  Engllih,  they 
fhould  fare  the  better.  After  a  ihort  parley  they  deter- 
Tnineel,  that  as  they  had  lived  together  they  would  die  to- 
gether. Twelve  of  the  murderers  were  among  them. 
They  were  about  eighty  in  all.  The  Englifh  fired  upon 
them,  and  having  furrounded  the  fwamp  all  night,  entered 
•in  the  morning,  but  found  great  part  had  efcaped.  Some 
of  the  Indians  had  guns,  and  fired  upon  the  Englifh, 
This  is  the  firft  account  we  have  of  their  making  ufe  of 
guns.  SafTacus  fled  to  the  Mohawks,  by  whom  it  was 
reported  he  was  murdered.  It  is  more  probable  that  he 
and  his  company  incorporated  with  them.  Many  of  the 
captives  were  lent  to  Bermudas  and  fold  for  ffaves.  The 
Pequod  tribe  was  wholly  extinguished.  The  Narragan- 
fets  took  charge  of  fome  of  them,  and  promifed  to  pay  the 
Englifh  for  their  fervice  -,  the  few  that  remained  never 
dared  own  they  belonged  to  that  tribe,  but  mixed  with 
the  Narraganfet  and  other  tribes.  We  have,  been  more 
^particular  in  relating  this  action,  it  being  the  firft  between 
the  Englifh  and  Indians,  many  circumstances  not  having 
been  publilhed  before,  and  the  reft  of  the  Indians  being 
thereby  brought  to  be  more  afraid  of  the  Englifh,  and 
reftrained  from  open  hoftilities  near  forty  years  together. 

This  year,  1637,  a  number  of  the  puritan  miniilers  in 
England  wrote  over  to  the  miniiters  of  New-England,  in* 
forming  them  of  reports  that  they  had  embraced  new 
opinions  which  they  difliked  formerly  and  which  they  in 
England  flill  judged  to  be  groundleis  and  unwarrantable, 
viz.  "  That  a  Hinted  form  of  prayer  and  fet  liturgy  is  un~. 
*'  lawful :  That  the  children  of  godly  and  approved  chrif- 
w  tians  are  not  to  be  baptized  until  their  parents  be  fet 
*'  members  of  fome  particular  congregations  :  That  the 
"  parents  themfelves,  though  of  approved  piety,  are  npt  to 
"  be  received  to  the  Lord's  fupper  until  they  be  admitted 
"  fet  members  \  That  the  power  of  excommunication  is  in 
*c  the  body  of  the  church,  though  the  minifter  fhould  be 
"  of  another  mind  :  That  upon  a  minifter's  bein<>;  dilmifrecL 
"  though  unjuftly,  from  his  particular  congregation,  he 
*c  ceafeth  to  be  a  minifter :  That  one  minifter  cannot  per- 

"  form 
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**  form  a  minifterial  act  in  any  but  his  own  congregation  : 
"  That  members  of  one  congregation  may  not  communi- 
*c  cate  in  another."  They  add,  "  that  letters  from  New- 
"  England  had  influenced  many  in  Old  to  leave  their 
"  ailemblies  becaufe  of  a  dinted  liturgy,  and  to  abfent 
*'  themfelves  from  the  Lord's  fupper  becaufe  fuch  as  ought 
"  to  be  were  not  debarred  from  it."  They  therefore  re- 
quested a  feafonable  review  might  be  taken  of  the  grounds 
and  reafons  that  had  twayed,  and  fent  over,  and  if  they 
were  found  to  have  weight  they  would  be  ready  to  give 
the  right  hand  of  fellow/hip;  if  otherwife,  they  would 
animadvert  upon  them  fo  far  as  they  varied  from  the  truth, 
&c.  The  famous  puritan  John  Dod  joined  in  the  re- 
queft.*  Mr.  Hooker  upon  the  occafion  of  this  letter 
writes  thus  to  Mr.  Shepard  :  "  1  confels  freely  to  thee  my 
"  fears  that  the  firft  and  fecon-.I  queftions  touching  a  ftint- 
**  ed  form  of  prayer  will  prove  very  Lard  to  make  anv 
"  handfome  work  upon,  and  I  do  fadly  fulpecl  a  trouble- 
"  fome  anfwer  may  be  returned  to  all  the  arguments- 
*'  This  is  to  yourfelf,  wherein  I  crave  filence." 

An  anfwer  was  wrote  by  Mr.  Cotton,  and  a  mere  full 
anfwer  aftewards  printed.  In  fome  of  the  points,  1  flip- 
pofe  the  two  lad,  the  minifters  in  England  were  miiinform-. 
ed.  In  fome  of  the  others,  particularly  thofe  which  it  was 
thought  moft  difficult  to  anfwer,  in  a  few  years  after  the 
clergy  in  England  fully  concurred  with  their  brethren  in 
New-England, 

In  June  1637  two  large  fhips  arrived  from  England 
with  paliengers.  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr.  Hopkins,*f  two 
London  merchants,  Mr.  Davenport,  a  miniiter  of  great 
character  for  learning  and  piety,  and  many  others  of  good 

note 

*  MS  original  letters  and  papers. 

+  Mr.  Hopkins  had  been  a  Turkey  merchant  in  London,  of  good  credit  and 
efteem,  but  or  puritan  principles,  and  for  the  lake  of  an  uudifturbed  enjoyment 
of  the  worlhip  of  God  agreeable  to  thole  principles  came  to  New- England.  He 
married  Mr.  Earon's  daughter  in  law.  When  Mr.  Eaton  removed  to  New- 
Haven,  Mr.  Hopkins  went  to  Hartford,  the  chief  town  of  Connecticut,  and  was 
chofen  their  governor  feveral  years,  at  length  returned  to  England  and  was  chofen 
member  of  parliament,  was  warden  of  the  fleet,  a  commilfioner  of  the  navy  and 
of  the  admiralty.  He  had  notwithstanding  thoughts  «f  returning  to  New- 
England,  having  an  aiirction  for  the  country,  but  death  put  an  end  to  thofc 
thoughts.  He  died  at  London  in  March  1657.  He  left  a  legacy  to  Harvard 
College,  which  was  unpaid  until  171c  when  u  v/.is  received  by  virtue  of  3 
(leered  in  chancery. 
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ijote  and  condition,  were  of  this  company.  Great  pains 
were  taken  to  perfrade  them  to  flay  in  the  jurifdiction. 
The  court  offered  them  any  place  they  would  pitch  upon. 
The  town  of  Newbury  offered  to  give  up  their  fettlement 
to  them.  Qtiinnipiack  and  the  country  between  that  and 
the  Dutch  was  reprefented  as  a  very  fruitful  place,  and 
well  fituated  for  trade  and  navigation.  They  flattened 
themfelves,  but  upon  what  grounds  does  not  appear,  that 
there  they  fhould  be  out  of  the  reach  of  a  general  governor, 
with  which  the  country  was  from  time  to  time  threatened. 
Thefe  were  the  reafens  publicly  given  for  removing  there, 
Befides,  the  principal  men  of  the  new  company  would  be 
at  the  head  of  the  government  there ;  here,  it  was  natural 
to  expect,  the  old  (landers  w^ould  be  confidered  as  their 
fuperiors.  They  laid  the  foundation  of  a  flourishing 
colony,  of  which  Quinnipiack  or  New  Haven  was  the 
chief  town.  They  agreed  among  themfelves  upon  a  model 
of  government  in  church  and  ftate,  very  like  to  that  of 
Mailachufetts,  and  continued  a  diftincTt  colony  and 
/  government  until  the  year  1665,-*  when  Connecticut  and 
New-Haven,  having  three  years  before  been  incorporated 
by  a  charter  from  King  Charles  the  Second,  united  under 
one  governor,  f     The  people  in  Mailachufetts  foon  after 

reflected 

*  Connecticut  charter  was  brought  over  by  Mr.  Winthrap  in  1662,  but  New- 
Haven  refilled  to  fiibmit  to  it.  At  a  general  meeting  at  New-Haven.  4th  Nov, 
1661,  Mr.  Davenport  being  nref-nt  iniifted,  I.  Thar  the  colony  of  New-Haven 
was  not  within  the  patent.  2.  That  it  was  not  lawful  to  join,  and  they  unani- 
r.ioutty  concluded  to  ftand  to  their  own  combination.  Gujje'i  'Journal.  But  in 
j 665,  upon  conmiffioners  coming  over  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  colonies, 
they  wifely  changed  their  refolution,  and  of  a  colony  became  a  county,  and  fo 
have  remained  ever  fince. 

t  The  heads  of  the  combination  or  agreement  were  thefe,  viz.  That,  none  (hall 
be  admitted  to  any  office  in  the  government,  civil  or  nailitary,  or  have  a  voice  in 
any  election,  except  he  be  a  member  of  one  of  the  churches  in  New- England  : 

That  all  the  freemen,  without  fummons,  (ball  yearly  meet  thelaft  fourth  dajr 
in  May  and  vote  in  the  election  ot  governor,  deputy  governor,  magistrates  and 
ether  officers — fuch  as  cannot  attend  in  perfon  may  vote  by  proxy  or  fend  their 
votes  fealed  : 

That  there  be  a  general  court,  confuting  of  governor,  deputy  governor  and 
magistrates,  and  two  deputies  for  each  plantation  where  there  is  a  church  and, 
freemen  orderly  admitted,  every  member  of  the  court  to  have  a  voice,  and  all 
determinations  to  be  by  the  major  vote  of  the  magiftrates  and  the  major  vote  of 
the  deputies.  This  court  to  lit  the  laft  fourth  day  of  May  in  every  year  of 
courfe,  and  on  other  occanons  to  be  fummoned  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfer.ee 
by  the  deputy  governor,  or  in  the  abfence  of  both  by  two  magiilrates.  To  de- 
clare, publilh  and  etlabiiiTi  the  laws  ot  God,  the  fupieme  legiflator,  and  to  make 
$nd  repeal  orders  for  fmalier   matters  not   particularly  determined  in  fcripture, 

according 
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j-efleclecl  upon  the  favour  of  Providence  in  not  gratifying 
them  with  the  continuance  of  this  company  among  them. 

It 

according  to  the  general  rules  of  righteoufnefs.  To  order  all  affkhs  of  war  and 
peace?  and  all  matters  relative  to  the  defending  or  fortifying  the  covintry.  To 
receive  and  determine  all  appeal",  civil  or  criminal,  from  any  inferior  courts,  in 
which  they  are  to  proceed  according  to  fcripture  light  and  laws,  and  orders  agree- 
ing therewith  : 

That  there  be  a  court  of  magiftrates  to  meet  or  be  held  twice  eveuy  year  to 
determine  all  weighty  caufes  civil  or  criminal,  above  thofe  limited  to  plantation 
courts,  and  to  receive  and  try  all  appeals  from  plantation  courts.  In  this  court, 
when  the  voices  are  erjnal,  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  deputy  governor, 
(hall  have  a  calling  voice  : 

That  there  be  a  court  in  each  plantation  in  which  there  fhall  be  one  or  more 
magiftrates,  the  freemen  to  choofe  two,  three  or  four  deputies  to  atfift  the  magif- 
trate  for  the  trial  of  civil  caufes  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  and  criminal  the 
penalty  not  exceeding  flocks,  whipping,  or  five  pounds  fine. 

Their  laws  and  judicial  proceedings  varied  in  very  few  circumftances  from  the 
Maflachufetts  ;  one  indeed  was  a  material  one,  that  they  had  no  jury  neither  in 
civil  nor  criminal  cafes.  All  matters  of  fact,  as  well  as  law,  were  determined  by 
the  court. 

Mr.  Davenport,  the  minifter  who  came  over  with  Mr.  Eaton,  had  been  a 
preacher  of  great  note  in  Colman-ftreet,  London,  and  for  his  inn-compliance  in 
ecciefiaftical  matters  abfLonded  andcame,  o<  er  privately.  Many  of  his  principal 
hearers  accompanied  him,  and  formed  a  chuich  at  New-Haven.  Another  com- 
pany came  from  Kent,  Suffolk,  and  Surry,  in  England,  among  whom  was  Mr. 
William  Leet,  then  a  young  man,  after  Mr.  Eaton's  death  governor,  and  alter  the 
colonies  were  united  fome  time  governor  of  Connecticut.  Thefe,  with  Mr. 
Whitfield  their  minifter,  chofe  a  place  about  16  miles  eaft  of  New-Haven,  fince 
called  Guilford.  Another  company  removed  from  Hartford,  with  Mr.  Peter 
Prudden  for  their  minifter,  and  fe tt led  a  little  weft  from  New-Haven,  and  called 
the  place  Milf'ord.  Erainford  on  the  calt  and  Stamford  near  tort}  miles  weft  of 
New-Haven  were  both  fet^ed  by  people  who  removed  from  Weathersfield  on 
account  of  disturbances  in  the  church  there.  Thefe  towns,  together  with  a 
plantation  upon  the  eaft  end  of  Long-Iflancl  called  Southold,  are  laid  to  have 
been  all  that  were  concerned  in  the  combination  which  was  firft  formed.  The 
colony  chofe  their  leader  Mr.  Eaton  for  their  firft  governor,  and  continued  him 
every  year  until  he  died,  which  was  14  years  after  the  foundation.  Their  chief 
view  was  trade ;  and  to  be  better  accommodated  they  built  on  finall  houfe-lots 
near  the  fea,  and  fairer  and  more  commodious  lioufes  than  thofe  in  the  other 
colonies.  They  built  veffels  for  foreign  voyages,  and  fet  up  trading-houfes  upon 
lands  which  they  purchafed  at  Delaware  bay  for  the  fake  of  beaver,  but  were 
unfuccefsful,  and  their  ftocks  funk  very  faft,  and  in  five  or  fix  years  they  were 
much  exhaufted.  Unwilling  to  give  over,  they  exerted  themfelves,  as  a  laft 
efi'oit,  in  building  a  fhip  for  the  trade  to  England,  in  which  they  put  their  wliule 
ftock  of  money,  plate,  and  all  the  proper  goods,  they  could  procure,  to  make  ;t 
more  valuble  adventure.  In  her  went  paflenger,  Mr.  Grigfon,  «ue  of  the  magif- 
trates, in  order  to  l'olicit  a  patent,  and  8  or  10  more  conliderable  perfons,  who, 
to  ufe  Mr.  Cotton's  expreflion,  all  went  to  heaven  by  water,  the  llup  never  being 
beard  of  after  her  failing.  The  lofs  of  this  fljip  entirely  broke  them  up  as  trad- 
ers, and  they  turned  to  liuibandry  tor  their  fnpport.  The  manner  of  their  fettle- 
ment  upon  fmali  lots  was  inconvenient  for  hufhandmen.  and  the  foil  was  not  the 
beft,  fo  that  they  wete  much  difcouraged,  and  feveial  projections  were  made  tor 
their  removal  in  a  body.  They  made  further  purchafe*  of  large  tracts  ot  land  at 
Delaware  bay,  but  were  obftructed  and  difcouraged  by  opposition  from  the  Dutch. 
They  had  otters  from  Ireland,  after  the  wars  were  over,  and  were  in  treaty  for 
the  purchale  of  lands  there  fo*  a  fmall  diftincl  province  by  themfelves  ;  and  when 
Jamaica  was  conquered  by  Cromwell,  propoials  were  made  to  them  to  remove 
there  in  a  body  :  but  as  the  firft  generation  went  off',  and  the  fecond  came  on  with 
the  attachment  natural  to  the  place  of  their  birtn  and  education  they  became 

more 
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It  appeared  that  the  Dutch  were  designing  to  take  pofTefr 
fion  of  this  country,  and  they  oppoted  the  Englifh  in  the 
fettlement  even  of  New-Haven  itfelf,  threatening  hoftili- 
ties  againfl  them.  Mr.  Eaton,  being  a  man  of  good 
abilities,  was  a  fit  perfon  to  refift  them  ;  and  finally,  in 
the  year  1650,  the  other  colonies  uniting  in  the  caufe 
with  New-Haven,  they  were  by  treaty  limited  to  Green? 
wich,  faid  to  be  ten  or  twelve  miles  on  a  ftrait  line  diftant 
from  Hudfon's  river.  Indeed  the  fuffering  them  to  ex- 
tend thus  far  was  mere  favour  and  indulgence,  but  there 
had  been  a  good  correfpondence  always  kept  up  between 
the  Engliih  colonies  and  thefe  intruders.  They  had  mu- 
tual trade  and  commerce,  and  although  the  Dutch  at  that 
day,  whatever  they  may  now  do,  did  not  efteem  godlinefs 
to  be  the  greateft  gain,  yet  their  form  of  worfnip,  their 
principles  as  to  difcipline  and  ceremonies,  were  more  agree- 
able to  the  New-Englahders  than  thofe  of  the  high  party 
in  England.  New-Haven  was  a  barrier  to  the  colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  caufed  its  increaie.  To  which  we  may 
add,  that  Maflachufetts,  by  the  removal  of  this  company, 
were  enabled  to  provide  the  better  for  the  immediate  ac- 
commodation of  the  great  number  of  paflengers  which  un- 
expectedly came  over  the  next  year.       * 

In  1638,  notwithftanding  the  clamour  againfl:  the  plan- 
tation was  revived  in  England,  and  a  defign  was  on  foot  to 
revoke  or  annul  the  charter,  there  arrived  about  twenty 
ihips  and  three  thoufand  paflengers,  Thefe  (hips  were  the 
more  welcome  to  the  colony  becaufe  they  were  afraid,  that 
in  confrquence  of  the  complaints  again  ft  them,  a  flop 
would  be  put  to  any  more  paffengers  coming  from  England. 
In  £635  a  commifiion  had  been  granted  to  feyeral  of  the 
nobility  and  great  officers  of  the  crown  for  the  regulation 
of  the  colonies.*  The  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  (Laud) 
kept  a  jealous  eye  over  New-England.  One  Burdett  of 
Pifcataqua  was  his  correfpondent.     A  copy  of  a  letter  to 

the 

Tnore  reconciled  to  their  fituation  ;  and  although  they  have  never  heen  remarka- 
ble tor  foreign  commerce,  the  firft  intention  of  the  fettlement,  yet  their  improve- 
pjents  in  hufbandry  have  been  equal  to  any  of  their  neighbours.  The  ancient 
colony  of  New-Haven  is  at  this  day  a  principal  part  of  the  colony  of  Cunnetticuts 
on  many  accounts  refpedtablei  and  to  be  placed  with  thofe  of  the  iiilt  ra&&. 

*  Appendki  No  4. 
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the  archbifhop  wrote  by  Burdett  was  found  in  his  ftudy 
and  to  this  effect,  viz*  "  That  he  delayed  going  to  England 
"  that  he  might  fully  inform  himfelf  of  the  (late  of  the 
"  place  as  to  allegiance,  for  it  was  not  new  discipline  Which 
*'  was  aimed  at,  but  fovereignty,  and  that  it  was  accounted 
"  perjury  and  treafbn  in  their  general  court,  to  (peak  ot 
"  appeals  to  the  King."  By  the  fir  ft  ihips  which  came 
this  year,  a  letter  was  brought  from  the  archbifhop  to  Bur- 
dett, rendering  him  thanks  for  the  care  ot  his  Majefty's 
fervice,  and  alluring  him  that  they  would  take  a  time  for 
the  redrefs  of  the  disorders  which  he  informed  them  of,  but 
by  reafon  of  much  bufmefs  which  lay  upon  them,  they 
could  not  at  that  time  accompjilh  his  defire.  Tins  letter 
to  Burdett  was  by  iome  means  or  oilier,  not  mentioned, 
ihewn  to  the  governor  of  Mafiachuiebts*  A  quo  war- 
ranto had  been  brought  by  Sir  John  Banks  attorney  gene- 
ral, a  year  or  two  before,  againil  the  governor,  deputy  gov- 
ernor and  affiftaats  of  the  corporation  of  Maflachufetts. 
This  was  never  ferved  upon  any  perfons  in  New-England. 
Some  which  were  or  had  been  of  the  corporation,  and  who 
remained  in  England,  appeared  and  difclaimed  the  charter, 
and  there  was  a  determination  that  the  liberties  and  fran- 
chises of  the  corporation  ihould  be  ieized  into  the  Kind's 
hands,  but  it  is  laid  judgment  was  never  entered  in  form 
againit  the  corporation.*  It  is  agreed  that  there  was  an 
order  of  the  King  in  council,  May  3d,  1637,  that  the  attor- 
ney general  be  required  to  call  for  the  patent  of  Mafla- 
chufetts, and  this  year  (1638)  Mr.  Winthrop  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Meautis  clerk  of  the  council,  accompanied 
with  an  order  from  the  Lords  of  the  council  of  April  4th, 
163S,  requiring  the  governor  or  any  other  perfen  who 
fhould  have  the  letters  patent  in  their  power  or  cuftody 
without  fail  to  tranfmit  the  fame  by  the  return  of  the  fhip 
which  carried  the  order,  and  in  cafe  of  contempt  their 
Lordihips  would  move  his  Majefty  to  re-afiume  into  his 
hands  the  whole  plantation.      An  anlwer  was  drawn  up 

and 


*  Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  judgment  was  given,  &c.  but  the  government  themfetves, 
in  fome  of  their  declarations  in  King  Charles  the  Second's  time,  fay  that  the 
procefs  was  never  completed.  Judgment  was  entered  againft  i'o  man/  as  appear- 
ed, and  they  which  did  not  appear  were  outlawed. 
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and  transmitted  as  appears  by  the  files"  of  the  court,  *  in 
which  after  profefling  their  loyalty  they  fay,  that  they  were* 
never  called  to  anfer  to  the  quo  warranto,  if  they  had 
been  they  fhould  have  had  a  good  plea  againft  it ;  that  they 
came  over  with  their  families  and  eftates  with  his  Majefty's 
licenfe  and  encouragement,  had  greatly  enlarged  his  do- 
minions, and  if  their  charter  mould  be  taken  away  they 
fhould  be  forced  to  remove  to  fome  other  place  or  return 
to  their  native  country  ;    that  the  other  plantations  would 
be  broke  up  and  the  whole  country  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  French  or  Dutch,  and  that  all  men  would  be  difcour- 
aged  from  fuch  undertakings  in  confidence  of  a  royal  grant ; 
that  the  common  people  if  caft  off  by  his  Majefty  might 
confederate  under  fome  new  form  of  government  which 
would  be  of  evil  example  and  might  expofe  the  Court  to 
his  Majefty's  difpleafure  ;-f-  and  for  thefe  reafons  they  pray 
their  Lordfhips  that  they  may  be  fuffered  to  live  in  this 
wildernefs,  that  their  liberties  may  not  be  reftrained  when 
others  are  enlarged,  and  that  men  of  abilities  may  not  be 
hindered  from  coming  to  them  when  they  are  encouraged 
to  2;o  to  other  plantations.     It  was  never  known  what  re- 
ception this  aniwer  met  with.     It  is  certain  that  no  further 
demand  was  made.     In  a  lliort  time  the  archbimop  and 
feveral  other  of  fcj?e  Lords  of  the  council  who  were  prefent  at 
this  order  loft  their  authority  and  influence.     They  were  as 
much  perplexed  when  called  to  account  for  their  own  con- 
duct as  the  colony  could  have  been  for  theirs,  had  it  been 
more  exceptionable  than  it  was.      We  may  make  fome 
conjectures  what  would  have  been  the  confecmence  of  tak- 
ing away  the  charter  at  this  time.     It  is  pretty  certain  the 
body  of  the5  people  would  have  left  the  country.     Two 
years  after,  merely  from  adiffatisfaftion  with  the  foil  and 
the  climate,  many  did  remove,  and  many  more  were  a  tiptoe 
and  reftrained  only  by  the  confederation  of  their  engage- 
ments to'ftand  by  and  fupport  one  another.     But  where 
they  would  .have  removed  is  the  queftion.     It  would  not 
have,  been  to  the  French.     This  would  have  been  going 
further  from  the  fun.   .  They  were  too  far  northward  al- 
ready, 

*  The  records  of  the  fefllor.  take  no  notice  of  it.     Appendix,  No.  5. 
1  For  being  the.  occalion  of  it  by  giving  up  the  charter. 
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ready.  Befides,  they  might  well  expect  a  heavier  yoke 
under  the  romifli  hierarchy  than  what  they  complained  of 
under  the  proteftant.  They  would  not  have  removed  to 
any  plantation  or  territory  claimed  by  the  Kingot  England* 
What  aviurance  could  they  have  of  fecurky  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  privileges  in  any  other  part,  ftronger  than  they  had 
when  they  came  here?  After  they  had  fpent  tbeir  fub- 
ftance,  and  many  that  came  with  them  their  lives,  in  poi- 
fefiing  and  improving  a  country  in  confidence  that  they 
ihou'id  enjoy  their  charter  privileges,  they  and  their  poflerity 
forever,  they  would  not  have  trui led  to  promifes  if  any  had 
been  made  them  a  fecond  time.  It  is  moft  likely  they 
would  have  gone  to  the  Dutch  at  Hudfon's  river.  They 
had  always  kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  them* 
In  their  religious  principles  and  form  of  worfhip  and  church 
government  they  were  not  very  diftant  from  one  another, 
The  Dutch  were  not  generally  very  nice  upon  thofe  points. 
The  only  difficulty  would  have  been  to  have  obtained  thofe 
*  privileges  m  matters  of  government  from  the  Dutch  which 
they  had  from  the  Engliih.  And  I  think  the  Dutch  would 
have  been  politic  enough  to  have  granted  them.  If  they 
had  failed  with  the  Dutch,  fuch  was  their  refolution,  that 
they  would  have  fought  a  vacuum  domicilium  (a  favourite  ex- 
preffwn  with  them)  in  fome  part  of  the  globe  where  they  would 
according  to  their  apprehenjions  have  been  free  from  the  controul 
of  any  European  power.  In  their  rirft  migration  moft  of 
them  could  fay,  omnia  mea  mecum  porta.  All  the  difference 
as  to  the  fecond  would  have  been,  that  fo  far  as  they  -had 
Icffened  their  fubftance  fo  much  lefs  room  would  have  been 
neceifary  for  the  transportation  of  what  remained.  Such  a 
fcheme  would  have  couftjled  very  well  with  their  notions  of  civil 
fubjeclioH)  as  we  fliatl  fee  in  many  injiances.  I  do  not  fay  their 
notions  were  juft.  Allegiance,  in  an  Englifli  born  fubjett,  is 
faid  to  be  perpetual,  and  to  accompany  him  wherever  he  goes. 

The  fame  governor,  deputy  governor  and  affiftants  were 
chofen  for  1638  as  had  been  for  1637.  The  fettlements 
were  extended  this  year  beyond  Merrimack  river.  Salis- 
bury and  Hampton  had  great  quantity  of  fait  meadows. 
They  were  an  inducement  to  people  to  fit  down  there, 
although  the  upland  was  a  light  fandy  foil  and  not  very 

inviting. 
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inviting.  Rowley  and  Sudbury  were  both  fettled  thi* 
year  alfo. 

The  inhabitants  of  Lynn  being  defirous  of  larger  ac- 
commodations, many  of  them  removed  to  Long  Jfland, 
near  the  weft  end,  Lord  Sterling  by  his  agent  there  having 
Icld  or  quit-claimed  to  them  a  tract  for  a  plantation  ;  but 
they  were  foon  difturbed  by  the  Dutch,  and  fome  of  them 
were  impriloned  under  a  pretence  of  an  affront  offered  W 
the  Piince  of  Orange's  arms  which  they  had  taken  down 
from  a  tree  where  the  Dutch  had  hung  them  up.  Not 
being  able  to  keep  their  ground,  they  removed  to  the  eaft 
end  and  fettled  a  church  and  town  (Southampton)  and 
entered  into  a  civil  combination,  intending  to  be  independ-^ 
ent  of  any  of  the  colonies.  Another  diilinct  government 
was  forming  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river  by  the 
agent  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  Lord  Brooke,  who  with 
other  perions  of  diftinction  were  flill  expected  in  New- 
England  ;  and  other  companies  who  were  intending  to  re- 
move, intended  likewife  to  form  into  ieparate  ^wernments. 
But  this  humour  did  not  laft  long.  In  a  few  years  all  the 
colonies  found  an  union  or  confederacy  neceffary  for  their 
defence,  not  only  againft  the  Indians,  but  againft  the  French 
and  Dutch,  and  there  could  be- no  encouragement  for  Imall 
bodies  of  men  to  fit  down  any  where  independent  or  un- 
connected. All  that  had  began  any  fettlements  between 
Maffachufetts  and  the  Dutch  (the  Rhode-Iflanders  excepted, 
who  were  covered,  except  on  the  fea,  by  the  other  colonies) 
joined  with  Connecticut  or  New-Haven ;  and  all  to  the 
eaft  ward,  whether  in  New-Hampfhire,  Province  of  Maine, 
or  the  country  further  eaft,  applied  to  Maffachufetts  that 
they  might  incorporate  with  them. 

The  year  1638  was  memorable  for  a  very  great  earth- 
quake throughout  New-England.  The  make,  by  the 
printed  accounts  of  it  and  from  manufcript  letters,  appears 
to  have  been  equal  to  that  in  172.7*  the  pewter  in  many 
places  being  thrown  off  the  fhelves,  and  the  tops  of  chim- 
nies  in  fome  places  ihook  down,  but  the  noife,  though  great,. 
not  fo  furprifing  as  that  of  the  laii:  mentioned.  The  courfe 
of  it  was  from  Weil  to  Eaft.  This  was  a  remarkable  era; 
fo,  long  after  the  earthquake,  was  as  common  with  the  peo- 
ple 
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pie  -of  New-England  for  many  years,  as  it  feems  to  have 
been  heretofore  with  the  children  of  Ifrael.* 

Harvard  College  takes  its  date  from  the  year  1638. 
Two  years  before,  the  general  court  gave  four  hundred 
pounds  towards  a  public  ichool  at  Newtown  ;  but  Mr. 
John  Harvard,  a  worthy  ininifter  of  Char'ieftown,  dying  this 
year,  and  having  given  a' great  part  of  his  eftate,  between 
levari  and  eight  hundred  pounds,  to  the  fame  ufe,  the 
fchool  took  the  name  of  Harvard  College  by  an  ord«.r  of 
court.-}" 

In  1639,  the  former  governor  and  deputy  governor 
were  continued,  and  the  lame  alTittants,  except  Mr.  Har- 
lakenden,  who  died  in  the  colony,  and  I  fuppofe  the  iait 
year. 

Straits  and  difficulties  at  the  beginning  of  the  colony 
had  produced  induftry  and  good  lrofbandry,  and  then  tbey 
foon  railed  pro  virions  enough  for  their  own  iupport,  and 
an  overplus  for  exportation.  We  hear  but  little  of  trade 
for  the  tirlt  feven  years,  except  a  fm-ill  trarfick  with  the 
natives,  by  barter  of  toys,  and  the  few  utenfils,  tools  and 
clothing  they  at  firft  (bought  neceifary,  in  exchange  for 
furs  and  lions.  What  the  planters  brought  with  them 
confided  principally  of  materials  for  their  buildings,  nccef- 
fary  tools  for  their  hulbandry,  ftock  for  their  farms,  and 
clothing  for  themfdves  an  1  families  ;  and  thofe  who  had 
more  eilate  than  was  iuiheient  for  thefe  purpofes,  were 
country  gentlemen,  and  unacquainted  with  commerce,  as 

Winthrop, 

*  Johnfoiv — Hubbard. 

+  The  firft  mafter  of  the  coftegfi  v>'as  Nathaniel  Eaton,  who  v/as  a  good  fcholar» 
but  had  not  the  other  qualities  requisite  for  the  inftruclion  and  government  of 
youth.  He  was  charged  with  avarice,  in  withholding  neceifary  or  convenient 
commons;  and  with  cruelty,  in  heating  his  ulher  with  a  cudgel  whilst  two  of 
his  fervants  held  him  out  by  the  legs  and  arms.  His  conduct  having  been  in- 
quired into  by  the  court  in  1639,  he  was  thereupon  difplaced.  fined  100  marks* 
and  ordeied  to  pay  thirty  pounds  to  Mr.  Brifcoe  whom  he  had  cruelly  beat. 
After  the  fen'ence  of  the  court,  he  was  excommunicated  from  the  church  at 
Cambridge.  He  complained  that  the  church  had  inquired  into  his  cafe  before 
aad  fuily  understood  it  and  paffed  no  cenfure  upon  him,  but  when  they  knew 
the  opinion  of  the  court  they  conformed  to  that.  He  went  to  Virginia.  After 
the  restoration  he  was  in  EngVand,  conformed  and  had  a  living,  and  is  faid  to 
have  revenged  hirrrfelf  on  all  nonconformist-,,  being  greatly  instrumental  in  their 
persecutions.  He  was  educated  under  Dr.  Ames  in  Holland,  and  known  to  Mr. 
Hooker  whilft  there,  who  lays  he  did  not  approve  of  his  fpitit,  and  feared  the 
illue  of 'his  being  received  here,  &c>  He  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Henry  I>unilar» 
well  esteemed  for  hii4eativing>  piety,  and  fpivit  of  government- 
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Winthrop,  Dudley,  Bellingham,  Bradflreet,  &c.  and  nevef 
employed  themfelves  in  it.  (Mr.  Winthrop  built  a  fmall 
bark,  called  the  Blefiing,  which  was  employed  to  import 
corn  from  the  fouthern  Indians,  when  the  colony  was  in 
want,  but  ihe  was  foon  call  away).  And  people  in  general 
turned  their  minds  to  provide  comfortable  lodgings,  and  to 
bring  under  improvement  fo  much  land  as  would  afford 
them  neceffary  iupport,  and  this  was  enough  to  employ 
them.  After  a  few  years,  by  hard  labour,  and  hard  fare, 
the  land  produced  more  than  was  conlumed  by  the  inhab- 
itants ;  the  overplus  was  fent  abroad  to  the  Weit-Indies,  the 
Wine-Iilands,  &c.  Returns  were  made  in  the  produce  of 
the  refpective  countries,  and  in  bullion,  the  moft  of  which,- 
together  with  the  furs  procured  from  the  natives,  went  to 
England,  to  pay  for  the  manufactures  continually  neceflary 
from  thence.  As  hands  could  be  fpared  from  hufbandry 
and  labour  in  providing  their  houfes,  they  were  taken  oft*, 
andfome  employed  in  fawing  boards,  fplitting  ftaves,  min- 
gles and  hoops,  others  in  the  fiihery,  and  as  many  as  were 
capable  of  it,  in  building  fmall  veitels  for  the  fiihery,  and 
for  coafting  and  foreign  trade.  Thus  gradually  and  ir.fen- 
fibly  they  leem  to  have  fallen  into  that  trade  moft  natural 
fco  the  country,  and  adapted  to  their  peculiar  circumftan- 
ees,  without  any'  premeditated  lcheme,  or  projection  for 
that  purpofe.  Their  primary  views  in  their  removal,  were 
the  enjoyment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Merchants 
and  others,  for  the  lake  of  gain,  when  they  faw  a  profpect 
of  it,  afterwards  came  over,  and  incorporated  with  them, 
and  caufed  a  great  increafe  of  commerce,  and  led  the  legis- 
lators to  meafures  for  the  further  improvement  of  it.  For 
encouraging  the  fiihery,  an  act  was  made  this  year  to  free 
all  eftates,  employed  in  catching,  making  or  tranfporting 
fiih,  from  all  duties  and  public  taxes,  and  ail  perfons  were 
reftrained  by  a  penalty  from  ufing  any  cod  or  bafs  fifli  for 
manuring  the  ground  ;  and  all  fifhermen  during  the  feafon 
for  bufmefs,  and  all  {hip-builders,  were  by  the  fame  act 
excufed  from  trainings.  Sumptuary  laws  were  made  for 
rcftraining  excefs  in  apparel,  and  other  expenfes ;  a  fpirit 
ry  and  frugality  prevailed,  and  thofe  who  lived  in 
the  next  age,  fpeak  of  this  as  the  curea  <etas,  in  which  reli- 
gion 
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gion  and  virtue  flourifhed  :  but  it  was  not  long  before  ma- 
ny became  difcontented,  and  encouraged  projects  for  their 
removal. 

In  the  year  1640,  Mr.  Dudley  was  governor,  and  Mr; 
B^llingham  deputy  governor,  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  former 
governor,  one  of  the  afltftants,  the  reft  the  fame  as  the  lait 
year.  The  importation  of  fettlers  now  ceafed.  The  mo- 
tive to  tranfportation  to  America  was  over,  by  the  change 
in  the  affairs  of  England.  They  who  then  profeffed  to  be 
able  to  give  the  beft  account  fay,  that  in  298  fhips,  which 
were  the  whole  number  from  the  beginning  of  the  colony, 
there  arrived  *  2 1 200  paftengers,  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, perhaps  about  four  thoufand  families. -j-  Since  which, 
more  peribns  have  removed  out  of  New-England  to  other 
parts  of  the  world,  than  have  come  from  other  parts  to  it ; 
and  the  number  of  families  at  this  day  in  the  four  govern- 
ments may  be  fuppafetTtpf  be  Ids,  rather  than  more,  than 
the  natural  increauCof  four  £houfand.  This  fudden  flop 
had  a  furprifing  iffc&/ffp(rtvtKfe  price  of  cattle.  They  had 
loft  the  greateft  rkt  ^wiyat  \Pkl  intended  for  the  firft  fup- 
ply,  in  the  paffaWvirom  E^frppe.  As  the  inhabitants 
multiplied,  the  derttajMQ3^ne  cattle  increafed  ;  and  the 
price  of  a  milch  cow  hau  kept  from  25  to  30I.  but  fell 
at  once  this  year  to  5  or  61.  A  farmer,  who  could  fpare 
but  one  cow  in  a  year  out  of  his  ftock,  ufed  to  clothe  his 
family  with  the  price  of  \tf  at  the  expenfe  of  the  new- 
comers i  when  this  failed,  they  were  put  to  difficulties. 
Although  they  judged  they  had  12000  neat  cattle,  yet 
they  had  but  about  3000  (beep  in  the  colony. 

The  year  1641  afforded  not  fo  pkafing  a  profpecl.     As 

foon 

*  Mr.  Kealc  fuppofes  this  to  be  impartible  ;  but  the  number  is  not  great  for  f» 
itiany  fhips.  If  we  allow  halt' of  them  for  tranfporting  goods,  and  140  fouls  t» 
each  of  the  other,  it  will  make  the  number.  Many  of  the  fhips  were  large,  in 
the  firft  fleet  especially. 

f  A  modeft  computation  then  made  of  the  whole  charge  of  tranfportation  of  the 
perfons,  their  goods,  the  ltock  of  cattle,  provifions,  until  ttiey  could  fuppori 
themfelves,  necelfanes  tor  building,  artillery,  arms  and  ammunition,  amounts  to 
1^2,000).  lteiling.  John  fan.  A  dear  purchafe,  if  they  had  piid  nothing  before 
tu  the  council  of  Plymouth,  and  nothing  afterwards  to  the  fachems  of  the  coun- 
try. Well  might  they  complain,  when  their  titles  to  their  lands  were  called  in. 
cjueition  by  Sir  Edmund  Andros ;  their  labour  in  clearing  and  improving  them 
was  of  more  value  than  the  lands  after  they  were  improved  >  *nd  "lis  other  e»* 
panic  might  be  out  of  the  queftion. 
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foon  as  the  country  ceafed  to  be  necefiliry  as  an  afylum 
for  oppreiied  people  in  England,  fome  of  thofe  who  had 
been  the  greatelt  benefactors  there,  not  only  difcouraged 
any  further  transportation,  but  endeavoured  to  induce  lucii 
as  had  gone  over  to  remove.  Had  the  fame  changes 
happened  in  England  fix  or  eight  years  fooner,  the  conti- 
nent of  North-America  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
at  this  day  in  a  far  lets  nouriihing  eftate  than  it  is.  Some 
of  the  principal  men  wavered,  but  others  were  more  Fefo- 
kite,  and  determined  not  to  forfake  their  undertaking.* 

Lord  Say  and  Seal  had  turned  his  thoughts  to  a  more 
fouthern  fettlement  in  the  Bahama  Tilands.  He  had  en- 
gaged Mr  Humphrey,  one  of  the  afliftanfes  of  the  Maila-. 
chufetts  colony,  in  the  defign,  with  a  promife  of  being  the 
governor  of  the  new  fettlement.  A  new  plan  of  govern-^ 
ment  was  framed,  wholly  ariftocratical,  and  the  magiftracy 
to  be  hereditary  ;  but  exceptions  being  taken  to  this  form 
by  the  people,  it  was  altered,  and  brought  nearer  to  that  of 
Maflachufetts.-j*    Mr.  Winthrop*  the  uiual  governor,  ancj 

'  always 

*  Mr.  Richard  Saltonftall  about  this  time,  and  1  fuppofe  upon  this  occafion, 
made  a  vow  to  Cod,  that  he  would  not  leave  the  country  whilft  the  ordinances 
of  God  continued  there  in  purity.  Some  years  after,  his  wife  was  in  a  bad  ftate 
of  health,  and  it  was  thought  the  might  have  relief  by  phyficians  in  England. 
He  applied  to  Mr.  Cotton,  not  to  ablblve  him,  but  to  fatisfy  his  doubting  confer- 
ence.      Mr.  Cotton  convinced  him  that  the  marriage  vow  was  the  mo  ft  binding'. 

M.irti.jcrifit,  J:  Cutton. 

t  It  is  obfervable,  that  all  the  colonies  before  the  (efgn  of  King  Charles  the 
Second,  Maryland  excepted,  fettled  a  model  of  government  for  theinfelves.  Vir- 
ginia had  been  many  years  dillracted  under  the  government  of  piefidents  and 
governors,  with'  councils,  in  whofe  nomination  or  removal  the  people  had  no 
voice,  until  in  the  year  1620  a  houl'e  of  burgeffes  broke  out  in  the  colony,  the 
King  nor  the  grand  council  at  home  not  having  given  any  powers  or  directions 
for  it.  The  governor  and  afliltants  of  Mallachuletts  at  firft  intended  to  rule  the 
people,  and,  as  we  have  obferved,  obtained  their  confent  for  it ;  but  this  lafted  z 
or  3  years  only  ;'  and  although  there  is  no  colour  for  it  in  the  charter,  yet  a  houfs 
of  deputies  appeared  fuddenly  in  1634,  to  the  furprife  of  the  magiftrates,  and  the 
•  tifappointment  of  their  fchemes  foi  power.  Connecticut  foon  after  followed  the 
plan  of  Maftaehufetts.  New- Haven,  although  the  people  had  the  higheft  rever- 
ence for  their  leaders,  and  for  near  30  years  in  judicial  proceeding  fubmitted  to 
the  magiftracy  (it  mult  however  be  remembered  that  it  was  annually  elected) 
without  a  jury,  yet  in  matters  of  legiflation  the  people  from  the  beginning  would 
have  their  fhare  by  their  reprefentatives.  New-Hampfhire  combined  together 
under  the  fame  form  with  MaHachufetts.  Lord  Say  tempts  the  principal  men  of 
Maifachuletts  to  make  them  and  their  heirs  nobles  and  abfolute  governors  ot  a 
new  colony»-  but  under  this  plan  they  could  rind  no  people  to  follow  them.  Bar- 
badoes  and  the  leeward  iflands  began  in  1625,  ftruggled  under  governors  and 
councils  and  contending  proprietors  for  about  20  years  :  numbers  fuffered  death 
by  the  arbitrary  leniences  ai  courts  martial  or  other  aits  of  violence,  as  one  tide' 
•r  the  other  happened  to  prevail :  At  length,  in  i64>»  the  firft  afi'enibiy  was  call- 
ed, 
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always  conftdered  abroad  as  the  bead  of  the  colony,  ha$ 
wrote  to  Lord  Say,  reprefenting  to  his  L-ordfhip,  that  it 
fecmed  evident  that  God  had  chofen  New-England  to 
plant  his  people  in  j  and  that  it  would  be  cjifpleafing  unto 
him  that  this  work  fho^Id  be  hindered,  and  that  iuch  as 
had  been  well  inclined,  if  not  with  their  perform  yet  with 
their  fub(tance,  -to  encourage  it,  mould  defiii  and  difcouragc 
it,  by  infinuating  that  there  was  110  poiTibiiity  of  fubfiftence 
there  ;  and  added,  that  God  would  never  have  (cni  fa  nn- 
Xiy  of  his  people  thither,  if  he  had  not  feen  the  place  furfi- 
jcient  to  maintain  them,  or  intended  to  make  it  10.  His 
Lordfhip  aniwered,  that  he  could  not  deny  great  part  of 
what  was  written,  particularly  the  evidence  of  God's  own- 
ing his  people  in  the  country  of  New-England  ;  but  alleg- 
ed, that  it  was  a  place  appointed  for  a  prefent  refuge  only, 
and  a'better  place  being  now  found  out,  they  ought  all  to 
remove  there,* 

It  is  certain  that  a  great  part  of  the  colony  was  under 

great 

,«dt  and  no  reafon  given  but  this,  viz.  that  by  the  grant  to  the  Eail  of  Carliflc 
jhe  inhabitants  were  to  enjoy  all  the  liberties  privileges  and  frartchifes  of  Engli'h 
fubteds,  and  therefore,  as  it  is  alio  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  grant,  could  not 
legally  be  bound  or  charged  by  any  ad,  without  their  own  con  fen  t.  This  grant 
in  1627  was  made  by  Charles  the  Firft,  a  prince  not  the  molt  tender  of  the  fub- 
jeds'  liberties.  After  the  reiteration  there  is  no  inftance  of  a  colony  fettled  with- 
out a  reprefentative  of  the  people,  nor  any  attempt  to  deprive  the  colonies  of  this 
privilege,  except  in  the  arbitrary  reign  of  King  fames  the  Second.  The  colonies 
which  are  to  be  fettled  in  the  new  acquired  countries  have  the  fulleft  affurance  by 
his  Majefty's  proclamation  that  the  fame  form  of  government  (hall  be  eltabliihed 
there.  Pcrrups  the  fame  eftablilhment  in  Canada,  and  the  full  privileges  of 
fcritifh  fubjeds  conferred  upon  the  French  inhabitants  there,  might  be  the  means 
of  firmly  attaching  them  to  the  Britiih  interelt.  and  civil  liberty  jend  alia  to  difc- 
liver  them  by  degrees  from  their  religious  ilavery.  The  inhabitants  of  Acadie  or 
Nova-Scotia  lived  above  forty  years  after  the  reduction  of  Fort  Royal  under  the 
government  nt'  their  priefts.  No  form  of  cjvil  government  was  eftablithect,  and 
they  had  no  move  affection  for  England  than  for  Rutfia.  The  military  authority 
fevvtd  as  a  watch  to  prevent  confudcracics  or  combinations.  The  people  indeed 
chofe  more  or  left  deputies  from  each  canton  or  divilion,  but  their  only  bufinefs 
leems  to  have  been  to  receive  ordti ■»  from  the  governor,  and  to  prefent  petitions 
to  him  from  the  people.  Temporal  offences,  urdefs  enormous,  and  all  civil  con- 
troverts, were  ordinarily  adjudged  and  determined  by  their  fpirirua!  fathers.  I 
afked  fome  of  the  moll  fenfible  of  the  Acadians,  what  puniihment  the  priefts 
could  inrlid  to  anfwer  the  ends  of  government  ?  They  aniwered  me  by  another 
queftion  :  What  can  be  a  greater  puniihment  than  the  forfeiture  of  ourfalvatibn  ? 
In  no  part  of  the  romiih  church,  the  blind  perfuafion  of  the  power  of  the  prieft 
to  fave  or  damn  was  ever  more  fjrml>  rivetted;  and  although  theft  Acadians  have 
for  eight  years  pad  been  fcattered  through  the  Engiilh  colonies,  yet  I  never  could 
hear  of  one  apoltate,  or  fo  much  as  a  wavering  perfon  among  them  all;  and  n 
the  Canadians  are  treated  Uj  the  fame  manner,  they  will  probably  remain  under 
fhe  fame  infatuation. 

*  Hubbard.  * 
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great   doubts  as  to  their  fubfiftence.     All  could  not  be 
traders.     Much  labour  was  neceffary  to  the  clearing  a  new 
country  for  pafture  or  tillage  ;  after  three  or  four  years  im- 
provement of  a  piece  of  ground,  they  found  they  had  ex- 
hausted the  goodnefs  of  the  foil,  and  were  obliged  to  go 
upon  new  improvements.     They  never  ufed  luch  manure 
as  would  keep  it  in  heart.     The  common  practice  of  ma- 
nuring with  fifh  left  the  land  in  a  worfe  ftate  than  it  would 
have  been  in  if  they  had  ufed  no  manure  at  all,  or  than 
any  other  manure,  even  lime,  would  have  left  it.     This 
caufed  many  of  them  to  have  an  unfavourable  opinion  of 
the  country,  and  to  defpair  of  obtaining  a  livelihood  in  it, 
and  great  numbers  had    determined    to   remove.     Some 
were  perfuaded  to  alter  their  reiblution,  but  others  perfift- 
ed.     A  church  had  been  gathered   at   Providence,   and 
news  came  that  Mr.  Sherwood  the  paftor  with  another 
minifter  had  been  lent  home  prifoners  by  Carter  the  deputy 
governor,  and  that  the  magiftrates  were  inclined  to  perfe- 
ction.    This  is  not  incredible,  even  in  the  year  1641, 
V/hen  they  could  not  have  expected  that  thele  meafures 
would  be  approved  in  England,  for  Virginia  perfifted  in 
pppofition  to  the  parliament  many   years  after.     Whilft 
ibme  in  New-England  were  difcouraged  by  this  advice, 
others  were  the  more  confirmed,  looking  upon  it  their 
duty  to   go  over   and    ftrengthen   their   brethren.      Mr. 
Humphrey  had  met  with  great  lofles  by  fire  the  year  be- 
fore, and  was  detained  in   New-England  by  his  private 
affairs  for  this  year ;  but  a  company  embarked  with  Capt? 
William  Peirce,  who  was  of  the  firft  fleet  which  came 
over  with    the   charter,   and   a   very  noted  commander. 
Upon  their  arrival  at  Providence,  they  found  the  ifland  in 
the  pofleflion  of  the  Spaniards.     They  had  fhot  in  under 
the  command   of  the  fort  before   they  difcovered    their 
clanger,  and  in  coming  about  Peirce  was  flain  from  the 
fort,    but    the    veflel   got   clear   and   returned   to   New- 
England  ;    and  the  defigns  of  the  reft,  of  courfe,  were  at 
an  end.     The  Lords  and  others  concerned  in  this  attempt 
to  fettle  the  Bahama  Iflands  fpent  fixty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,   which  was  entirely   loft  by   the   ifland's   being 
taken.*  The 

t  Hubbard. 
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The  difficulties  particular  perfons  were  under,  and  the 
■difference  of  ientiment  upon  private  affairs,  had  an  influ- 
ence upon  the  public  affairs.  The  election  this  year  ( 1 641 ) 
notwithstanding  the  great  number  of  voters,  was  deter- 
mined in  favour  of  Mr.  Bellingham  for  governor  (Mr. 
Winthrop  being  his  competitor)  by  a  majority  of  fix  votes 
only.  Mr.  Endicot  was  chofen  deputy  governor.  It 
was  dilputed  whether  they  had  the  majority  ;  and  it  was 
fome  time,  Mr.  Hubbard  fays  long,  before  either  of  them 
were  admitted  to  their  places.  The  choice  feems  net  to 
have  been  agreeable  to  the  general  court,  for  the  firlt  order 
they  made  was  to  repeal  a  ftanding  law  for  allowing  one 
hundred  pounds  annually  to  the  governor. 

The  court  this  year,  expecting  great  revolutions  were 
at  hand  in  England,  fent  over  as  their  agents  two  of 
the  minilters,  Mr.  Thomas  Weld  and  Mr.  Hugh  Pe- 
ters,* and  one  of  the  representatives,  Mr.  William  Hib- 
bins,  in  order  to  eftablilh  the  interest  of  the  colony. 
Their  particular  inftructions  have  not  been  preferred. 

This  year  alfo  the  plantation  at  Springfield  upon  Con- 
necticut river  returned  to  the  jurifdiction  of  Mallachufetts. 
In  the  year  1636,  as  has  been  oblervcd,  the  towns  or  let- 
tlements  on  Connecticut  river  began.  A  more  particular 
account  of  the  fettlemcnt  of  that  colony  will  perhaps  be 
expected.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Roxburv, 
Dorchefter,  Cambridge  and  Watcrtown,  in  Maffachufetts, 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  Mr. 
William  Pynchon  being  the  principal  perfon  among  thole 
from  Roxbury,  who  had  pitched  upon  a  place  higher  up 
the  river  than  the  reff,  called  by  the  Indians  Agawam,  he 
changed  the  name  to  Springfield. -j-  His  manfion  houle 
was  at  a  town  of  that  name  in  England,  near  to  Chelms- 
ford, in  Eflex.     Thofe  from  Dorcheiter  pitched  upon  a 

place 

*  Weld  and  Peters  never  returned  to  New-Enclmd.  The  firft.  as  appears  by 
fome  of  his  letters,  had  a  living  at  Catefend  in  the  Bifrioprick  of  Durham.  He 
went  to  Ireland  with  Lord  Forbes,  but  came  back  to  England,  and  was  ejected  in 
JCing  Chailes  the  Second's  reign.  The  latter,  by  bul'ying  himlelt  too  much  with 
politics,  came  to  a  tragical  end,  which  he  would  have  heen  in  no  danger  of  if  he 
had  returned  to  his  church  again.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  New- England, 
was  fupported  after  his  death  by  a  collection  of  jo  1.  a  year,   until  1671. 

MS.  letter. 

+  At  firft  they  called  the  new  fettlements  by  the  names  of  the  towns  they  hid 
Jeft  in  the  bay. 
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place  below,  called  by  the  Indians  Mattaneaug  or  Cufh- 
ankamaug.  Mr.  Ludlow  was  the  principal  perfon  who 
removed  with  them.  Mr.  Warham,  their  minifter,  and 
the  whole  church  followed  the  next  year.  They  called 
their  fettlement  Windfor.  The  Cambridge  people,  with 
Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Stone  their  minifters,  and  Mr. 
Havnes,  who  the  year  before  had  been  governor,  at  their 
head,  were  feated  next  below,  at  a  place  called  Suckiang, 
which  they  changed  into  Hartford,  the  place  of  Air. 
Stone's  nativity  in  England.  A  few  miles  below  there  was 
another  tract  of  interval  land,  called  by  the  Indians  Paur 
quiang,  which  thole  of  Hartford  intended  to  have  included 
in  their  fettlement,  but  a  few  of  the  Watertown  people 
were  too  quick  for  them.  They  gave  it  the  name  of 
Weathersfield.  The  commifiion  which  they  took  from 
Maflachufetts  was  of  a  pretty  extraordinary  nature.  The 
preamble  to  it  acknowledges  that  the  lands  which  they  in-: 
tended  to  take  poffemon  of  were  without  the  common- 
wealth and  body  of  MatTachufetts ;  and  that  certain  noble 
perfonages  in  England,  by  virtue  of  a  patent,  challenged 
the  jurifdiclion  there  ;  but  their  minds  not  being  known 
as  to  a  f o  m  of  government,  and  there  being  a  neceflity 
that  fome  authority  mould  be  eftablifhed,  they  therefore 
appoint  Roger  Ludlow,  Efq.  *  &c.  with  full  power  and 
authority  to  hear  and  determine  in  a  judicial  way  all  mat- 
ters in  difference  between  party  and  party,  to  inflict  corpo- 
real punifhment,  imprifonment  and  fines,  and  to  make  and 
decree  orders  for  the  prefent  as  lhall  be  neceiTary  for  the 
plantation,  relative  to  trading,  planting,  building,  military 
difcipline  and  defenfive  war  if  need  require,  and  to  convene 
the  inhabitants  in  general  court  if  it  (hall  be  thought 
meet.  The  commifiion  to  continue  no  longer  than  one 
year,  and  to  be  recalled  if  a  form  of  government  could  be 
agreed  upon  between  the  noble  perfon  ages,  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  commonwealth  of  MatTachufetts,  &c. 

There   would   be   no   accounting  for   this   ftretch   of 

power, 

*  The  others;  we  William  PyncVton,  pfq.  John  Steele,  William  Swaine,  Hen- 
ry Smith,  William  Phelps,  William  Weft  wood,  and  Andrew  Warner. 

Mi.  Ludlow,  in  a  letter  fom  Hartford,  ift  of  the  8th  month,  1638,  to  the 
Maflachufetts  generi!  ..ourt,  obferves,  they  haci  ik-urcd  that  Connecticut  would 
forbear  exercijing  juriiuiction  at  Aguwara, 
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power,  were  it  not  for  a  principle  at  that  time  generally 
received,  and  which  upon  a  queftion  was  determined  feme 
years  after  by  the  general  court,  fome  of  the  members 
ditfenting  :  That  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  conrraonweall  h 
was  binding,  even  though  the  perlbn  mould  no  longer 
reiide  within  the  limits. 

Notwithftanding  this  commiffion,  they  foon  after  en- 
tered into  an  agreement  or  combination,  by  virtue  of 
which  they  called  themfehes  a  body  politic  formed  and 
eflablimed  by  mutual  confent,  and  framed  fuch  laws  and 
confbtutions  as  they  thought  neceflary.  The  moft  mate- 
rial point  in  which  they  differed  from  Mailachuietts  was, 
the  not  making  memberihip  of  their  churches  neceflary  to 
freedom  in  the  civil  government  or  to  the  holding  any 
Offices  therein.  Upon  the  petition  of  Mr.  Pynchon  and. 
others  to  the  court  to  receive  them  again,  an  order  paffed, 
averting  the  court's  right ;  and  a  commiffion  was  granted 
to  Mr.  Pynchon  to  hold  courts  there,*  from  whole  judg- 
ments an  appeal  lay  to  the  court  of  afhTcants.-f- 

The 

*  Mail.  Records. 

+  George  Fenwiek.  Efq.  a  worthy,  pious  gentleman,  and  of  a  good  family  and  . 
tftate.  came  from  Ehglafrd  with  dclign  to  take  poflefiioii  of  the  lands  upon  Con- 
necticut river  for  the  Lords  Say  and  Brook>  &c.  The  lands  between  Connectia  t 
fiver  and  the  Narraganitt  country,  fixty  miles  in  length  ami  breadth,  wtie 
aligned  by  the  council  of  Plymou  h  in  1655  to  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton.  The 
lords  Say,  &c-  had  a  patent  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  including  all  that  part 
of  New-England  in  America  from  Narraganfet  river  forty  leagues  upon  a  {trait 
line  near  the  fea  fhore  towards  the  fouthweft.  weft  and  by  fouth  or  weft,  as  the 
coaft  lies  towards  Virginia,  and  all  lands  within  the  breadth  aforel'aid  from  the 
Aveftern  ocean  to  the  fouth  fea.  fo  that  the  two  giants  or  claims,  interfered.  The 
Connecticut  people  purchafed  the  title  of  the  Loids  of  Mr.  Fenwiek,  December  5, 
1644.  The  thoughts  of  lemoving  were  then  at  an  end,  and  Fenwiek  joined  with 
the  colony,  and  was  chofen  an  affiftant.  The  colony  went  on  exercifing  the 
powers  of  government  until  the  restoration,  when  they  applied  by  Mr.  Winthrop 
their  agent  to  King  Charles  II.  in  1661  tor  a  charter,  which  was  granted  in  1662? 
with  as  ample  privileges  as  they  could  defire.  Mr.  Winthiop  had  been  many 
years  an  affiftant  ifi  Mafi'achufetts.  He  was  fenfible  of  the  defects  in  the  char- 
ter ;  and  beiides,  this  colony  beipg  in  America  at  the  tune  ot  granting  ths 
chatter,  the  powers  granted  them  would  naturally  be  better  adapted  to  then  cir- 
cur.iftances.  Mr.  Winthrop,  it  is  laid,  prelented  the  King  with  a  ring  which 
bad  been  given  by  Charles  the  Firft  to  his  grandfather,  and  that  the  King  was 
much  pleafed  with  it.  When  they  were  finding  fault  wiih  Mafi'achufetts,  they 
notwiijiftanding  eftablifhed  another  government  much  of  the  fame  form  and  the 
fame  fort  of  people.  Rhode- Ulanci  about  the  fame  time  obtained  the  like 
charter.  Certain  powers  aflhmed  by  Mallachufetts  not  mentioned  in  their 
charter,  by  thefe  new  char'ers  are  exprefsly  granted  to  the  two  colonies.  Had 
thefe  applications  been  delayed  two  or  three  years  longer,  they  would  hardly  have 
fucceeded.  Plymouth,  which  hsd  as  much  realbn  to  expect  fuch  a  favour,  never 
could  obtain  it.  They  kef>t  foliciting  one  time  after  another,  and  were  amufed 
With  general  promiica  of  favour,   until  they  were  comprehended  in  a  commilfion. 

to 
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The  fettlers  at  Pifcataqua  about  the  fame  time  fub* 
mittted  themfelves  to  the  Mafiachufetts  government.  The 
iubmimon  and  agreement  upon  record  is  as  follows  : 
"  The  14th  of  the  4th  month,  1641. 

"  Whereas  feme  Lords,  Knights,  Gentlemen  and  others, 
<c  did  purchafe  of  Mr.  Edward  Hilton  and  forne  mer.- 
*c  chants  of  Bnftol  two  patents,  the  one  called  Wecohamet 
"  or  Hilton's  point,  commonly  called  or  known  by  the 
M  name  of  Dover  or  Northam,  the  other  patent  fet  forth 
"  by  the  name  of  the  fouth  part  of  the  river  Pifcataquack, 
"  beginning  at  the  fea  fide  or  near  thereabouts  and  coming 
"  round  the  laid  land  by  the  river  fide  unto  the  falls  of 
"  Quamfcot,  as  may  more  fully  appear  by  the  faid  grant  : 
"  And  whereas  alfo  the  inhabitants  refiding  at  prefent 
"  within  the  limits  of  both  the  faid  grants  have  of  late  and 
*'  formerly  complained  of  the  want  of  ibme  good  govern*- 
*'  ment  amongft  them,  and  defired  fome  help  in  this  par- 
"  ticular  from  the  jurifdiction  of  the  Maflachufetts-Bay, 
"  whereby  they  may  be  ruled  and  ordered  according  unto 
"  God  both  in  church  and  common  weal,  and  (or  avoid- 
"  ing  of  fuch  unfufferable  difordcrs  whereby  God  hath 
"  been  much  dishonoured  amongft  them,  thefe  gentlemen 
**  whofe  names  are  here  fpecified,  George  Willys,  gent. 
"  Robert  Saltonftall,  gent.  William  Whiting,  EdwarcJ 
"Holioke,  Thomas  Makepeace,  partners  in  the  faid 
"  patent,  do  in  the  behalf  of  the  reft  of  the  patentees  dif- 
"  pofe  of  the  lands  and  jurifdiction  of  the  premifes  as  fol- 
**  loweth  ;  being  willing  to  further  fuch  a  good  work, 
"  have  hereby,  for  themfelves  and  in  the  name  of  the  reft 

"  of 

to  Sir  Bdmund  Andros,  which  put  an  end  to  their  expe&ations.  Mr.  (afterwards 
Colonel)  Fenwick,  above-mentioned,  by  his  laft  will,  proved  in  SuiVex  in  Eng- 
land April  17,  1657,  gave  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  public  ufe  of  the  country 
of  New-England,  if  his  loving  friend  Mr.  Edward  Hopkins  fhould  think  fit,  and 
to  be  employed  as  he  ihould  order  and  direft.  Mr.  Hopkins  died  a  day  or  two 
before  Col.  Fenwick.  and  by  his  will  left  at  leaft  2000I.  to  be  employed  for 
breeding  youth  at  the  grammar  fchool  and  univerfity  in  New- England.  The 
queftion  was,  whether  the  500I.  mentioned  in  Mr.  Fenwick's  will,  be  not  recov- 
erable from  the  executrix  of  the  faid  will.  This  was  propofed  to  ferjeant  May- 
nard.  Anf.  The  difpofition  to  the  charitable  ufe  being  with  condition  of  Mr. 
Hopkins's  approvement,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  dying  before  the  teflator.  it  is  im« 
poffible,  and  the  charitable  ufe  becomes  abfolute  and  ought  now  to  be  performed. 
Tohn  Maynard  — I  never  heard  that  any  part  of  this  legacy  was  recovered.  Mr. 
Hopkins's  or  part  of  it  was  decreed  by  Lord  Chancellor  Cowper  as  we  have  bet 
fore  obferved,  and  the  college  cjlate  in  Hopkjnion  was  purchaled  therewith. 

AIS  lattcrt. 
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4t  of  the  patentees,  given  up  and  fit  over  all  that  power  or 
•"  jurifdiction  of  government  of  the  laid  people  dwelling  or 
•*'  abiding  within  the  limits  of  both  the  faid  patents  unto 
"  the  government  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  by  them  to  be 
"  ruled  and  ordered  in  all  caufes  criminal  and  civil  as  in- 
"  habitants  dwelling  within  the  limits  of  Maffachufetts 
"  government,  and  to  be  fubject.  to  pay  in  church  and 
"  commonwealth  as  the  faid  inhabitants  of  Maflachufetts- 
"  Bay  do,  and  no  other  :  and  the  freemen  of  the  faid  two 
"  patents  to  enjoy  the  like  liberties  as  other  freemen  do 
"  within  the  faid  Maffachufetts  government  ;  and  that 
"  there  (hall  be  a  court  of  juftice  kept  within  one  of  the 
"  two  patents,  which  (hall  have  the  fame  power  that  the 
"  courts  at  Salem  and  Ipfwich  have.  Provided  always, 
"  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  one  of  the  faid  patents, 
"  that  is  to  fay,  that  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Pifcata- 
"  quack,  and  in  the  other  patent  one  third  part  of  the 
"  land,  with  all  improved  land  in  the  faid  patent,  to  the 
■"  Lords  and  gentlemen  and  owners  (hall  be  and  remain, 
"  unto  them,  their  heirs  and  afligns  forever,  as  their  prop- 
"  er  right,  as  having  true  intereff.  therein,  faving  the  in- 
"  tereft  of  jurifdiction  to  Maffachufetts.  And  the  faid 
"  patent  of  Wecohamet  (hall  be  divided,  as  formerly  is 
"  exprelfcd,  by  indifferent  men,  equally  chofen  on  both 
-<c  (ides,  whercbv  the  plantation  may  be  furthered,  and  all 
"  occafion  of  difference  avoided.  And  this  honoured  court 
"  of  the  MaiTachufetts  doth  hereby  promife  to  be  help- 
"  ful  to  the  maintenance  of  the  right  of  the  faid  patentees 
"  in  both  the  patents,  all  legal  courfes  in  any  part  of  their 
•'  jurifdidion. 

"  Subfcribed  by  the  aforenamed  gentlemen,  in  the  pref- 
*'  ence  of  the  general  court  aflembled  the  day  afore- 
"  written,"* 

The  river  of  Newichewannock  or  Pifcataqua  is  faid  to  have 
been  firft  difcovered  by  Capt.  Smith,  or  fome  employed  by 
him,  in  16 14  or  1615.  De  Monts  ten  years  before  had 
been  at  Kennebeck  and  Saco,  and  fome  leagues  further 
weftward  along  (hore,  but  (truck  over  from  iome  part  of 
Welis,  by  the  defcription  he  gives  of  the  coaft,  to  Cape- 
Ann, 

*  MafT.  Records. 
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Ann,  which  he  calls  Cane-Louis,  and  from  thence  to  Cape- 
Blanc,  which  muft  be  Cape-Cod.  In  the  year  1623,  fev- 
eral  gentlemen,  merchants  and  others,  in  the  weft  of  Eng- 
land, belonging  to  Rriftol,  Exeter,  Dorchefter,  Shrewfbury, 
Plymouth,  81c.  having  obtained  parents  from  the  councii 
cf  Plymouth  for  feveral  parts  of  New-England,  and  being 
encouraged  by  the  plantation  of  New-Plymouth,  and  the 
reports  of  fiihermen  wtio  had  made  voyages  upon  the 
coaft,  projected  and  attempted  a  fifnery  about  Pifcataqua, 
and  fent  over  David  Thorn  pfon,  together  with  Edward 
Hilton  and  William  Hilton,  who  had  been  fifh mongers  in 
London,  and  fome  others,  with  all  necefTaries  for  their  pur- 
pofe.  The  Hiltons  fef  up  their  flages  fome  diftance  above 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  at  a  place  fince  called  Dover.  Some 
others  of  the  company  about  the  fame  time  feized  on  a 
place  below,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  called  Little  Har- 
bour, where  they  built  the  firfl  hcufe.  Sir  Ferdinands 
Gorges  and  Capt.  John  Mafon  were  of  this  company  j  and 
the  place  where  this  honfe  was  built,  with  three  or  four 
thou  land  acres  of  "land  for  a  manor  or  lordihip,  by  con- 
fort  of  the  reft  of  the  undertakers  was  afligned  to  Capt. 
Mafon,  and  the  houfe  took  the  name  of  Mafon -hall.* 

Thefe  fertlements  went  on  very  flovvlv  for  feven  years  af- 
ter ;  and  in  16  }i,  when  Edward  Colcott  ^  nrft  came  over, 
there  were  but  three  houfes  in  all  that  fide  of  the  country 
adjoining  to  Pifcataqua  river.  There  had  been  fome  ex- 
pense befides  about  fait  works.  The  affairs  of  the  great 
council  of  Plymouth  from  firffc  to  laft  were  carried  on  in  a 
confuted  manner.  There  have  been  fix  or  feven  feveral 
grants  of  the  lands  between  Merrimack  and  Kennebeck. 
Whether  any  of  them,  befides  thofe  to  Gorges  and  Maffa- 
ehnfetts,  are  at  this  day  of  any  validity,  I  will  not  deter- 
mine.!' In  1629,  Gorges  and  Mafon  are  faid  to  have  ta- 
ken a  patent  together  for  all  the  lands  between  the  two 
rivers,  and  by  mutual  agreement  and  by  a  diftinct  patent 
all  the  lands  from  Pifcataqua  to  Merrimack  were  afligned 

to 

**  The  chimney  and  part  of  the  (tone  wall  were  ftar.ding  in  the  year  1680.    Huh. 
-*•  He  was  afterwards  chofe  by  lonie  of  the  planters  at  Dover  their  head  or  gov- 
ernor. Hulbard. 

t  BenightoB's  patent  upon  S^cp  river  was  early,  and  divers  perfons  hold, 
utder  it. 
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to  Mafon  *  Gorges  feems  to  have  laid  no  great  flrefs  up- 
on his  title,  for  in  1639  he  obtained  a  patent  under  the 
great  feal  from  King  Charles  the  firit.  The  Lords  Say  and 
Brooke,  who  were  wry  general  adventurers,  purchafed  the 
Briilol  men's  ihare,  which  was  two  thirds  of  the  firfl  com- 
pany's intereft.  Some  perlbns  of  Shrewsbury  held  the 
other  third.  Cape.  Wiggan  was  made  the  agent  for  the 
Shrewfbury  men.  In  the  year  1630  Capt.  Neale  with  three 
others  came  over  to  Pifcataqua  to  fupcrihtend  the  atfairs  of 
Sir  Fcruinatido  Gorges,  Mafon,  and  the  reft,  but  princi- 
pally to  difcover  a  new  country,  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  ot  Laconia,  and  which  in  Gorges's  hiftory  is  very 
pompouily  deicribed.  Cham[)lain  many  years  before  this 
had  given  his  own  name  to  Lake  Iroquois  ;  and  the  Englifh, . 
it  may  be,  were  informed  by  the  Indians  fomething  of  the 
geography  ot  the  country,  and  of  other  lakes  on  the  back 
of  New- England,  and  no  doubt  the  rumour  was  carried 
over  to  England.  Neale  fpent  three  years  in  fearching 
out  his  new  country,  but  could  not  find  it,  and  fo  returned, 
Nothing  elfe  memorable  is  mentioned  of  Neale,  except  that 
he  forbad  Wiggan  fettling  a  point  of  land  betwixt  Dover 
and  Exeter.  YV*iggan  went  on,  and  determined  to  defend 
his  right  by  the  fvvord.  The  other  threatened  as  high  ; 
and  from  what  might  have  happened,  the  difputed  land 
took  the  name  of  Bloody  Point,  which  it  retains  to  this 
day.  The  Lords  Say  and  Brooke  alfo  made  Wiggan  their 
agent  for  the  term  of  feven  years,  during  which  time  the* 
intereft  was  not  greatly  advanced,  the  whole  being  ibid  to 
him  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  fix  hundred  pounds.' 
Soon  after  the  year  1631,  one  Mr.  Williams  came  over 
from  England,  fent  alfo  by  Gorges  and  Mafon  to  take  care 
of  their  fait  works.  Mr.  Chadburne,  -f  with  feveral  other 
planters  and  traders,  came  over  with  him.  Thefe  began 
the  fettlement  of  Strawberry  Bank  (Portfmouth) ;  and  after 
Neale  went  away,  they  are  fuppofed  either  to  have  entered 
into  an  agreement  and  to  have  chofen  Williams  for  their 
governor,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  a  difcreet,  fenfible  man, 

and 

*  Hubbard. 

+  Mr.  Chadburne  had  the  direction  of  the  artincers  who  built  what  was  called 
the  great  houfe  at  Strawberry  Rank.  H'i3  posterity  are  fotried  on  -.lie  Other  fidC 
the  river  in  the  province  of  Main. 
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and  a  gentleman,  or  elfe  he  was  appointed  by  th£  company 
in  England.  There  was  a  grant  of  a  mm  of  money  for 
building  a  parfonage  houfe  and  a  chapel,  and  for  a  glebe 
of  50  acres  of  land  to  be  annexed,  made  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Strawberry  Bank  to  Thomas  Waiford  and  Henry  Sher- 
burn,  church  wardens,  and  their  iuccelFors,  &c.  and  this 
was  figned  by  Francis  Williams  governor,  Ambrofe  Gib-' 
bons  affiftant,  and  18  Inhabitants,  dated  May  25,  1640. 
Williams  foon  after  removed  to  Barbados.  The  firft  who 
enterprifed  the  fettlement  of  PifcataqUa  had  fome  religious 
as  well  as  civil  views ;  and  a  puritan  minifter,  Mr.  Lever- 
idge,  a  worthy  man,  came  over  with  Capt.  Wiggan  in 
1633  ;  but  not  being  ftipported,  he  removed  to  the  ibuth- 
ward,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Burdet,  who  has  not  left 
fo  good  a  character.  Not  contented  with  his  facred  func- 
tion, he  invaded  the  civil  government,  and  thruft  out  Capt.- 
Wiggan,  and  aiTiimed  the  place  of  governor  himfdf. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Lords  and.  others  concerned  had 
prevailed  upon  feveral  perfons  of  good  eftates,  and  who 
made  profeflion  of  religion,  to  traniplant  themfelves  and 
families  to  Pifcataqua,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  make  inhabitants 
enough  for  a  confiderable  townfhip  ;  and  having  no  char- 
ter, commiffion  or  power  of  government  from  the  crown, 
they  were  under  necemty  of  entering  into  a  combination  or 
agreement  among  themfelves,  which  was  in  the  following 
form  : 

"  Whereas  fundry  mifchiefs  and  inconveniences  have 
*'  befallen  us,  and  more  and  greater  may,  in  regard  of  want 
"  of  civil  government,  his  gracious  Majefty  having  fettled 
"  no  order  for  us  to  our  knowledge  ;  we  whofe  names  are 
"  under  written,  being  inhabitants  upon  the  river  Pifcata- 
"  qua,  have  voluntarily  agreed 'to  combine  ourfelves  into  a 
"  body  politic,  that  we  may  the  more  comfortably  enjoy 
"  the  benefit  of  his  Majefty's  laws,  and  do  hereby  actually 
"  engage  ourfelves  to  iubmit  to  his  royal  Majeily's  laws, 
"  together  with  all  fuch  laws  as  (hall  be  concluded  by  a 
•*  major  part  of  the  freemen  of  our  fociety,  in  cafe  they  be 
"  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  adminiftered 
"  in  behalf  of  his  Majefty.  And  this  we  have  mutually 
".promifcd  and  engaged  to  dov  and  fo  to  continue,  tili  his 

1    -       "  excellent 
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"  excellent  Majefty  fhall  give  other  orders  concerning  us. 
"  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  hereunto  fet  our  hands, 
*4  Octob,  22,  1640,  in  the  16th  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
"  fovereign  Lord  Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of 
"  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
44  faith,  &c." 

Signed  by  Thomas  Larkham,    Richard  Waldron, 
William  Waldron,  with  thirty-eight  more. 

About  the  fame  time,  viz.  in  165S,  Mr.  Wheelwright 
the  minifter,  who  had  been  banifhed  from  Maifachufetts, 
with  a  number  of  perfons  who  adhered  to  him,  began  a 
plantation  on  the  fouth  lide  of  the  great  bay  up  Pifcataqua 
river,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Exeter.  They 
thought  it  neceilary  likewiie  to  form  themfelves  into  a  body 
politic,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of 
their  plantation.  The  inftrument  which  they  determined 
upon  was  of  the  following  form  : 

"  Whereas  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  move  the  heart 
V  of  our  dread  Sovereign  Charles,  &.c.  to  grant  iiccnfe 
*'  and  liberty  to  fundry  of  his  fubjects  to  plant  themfelves 
4t  in  the  weftern  parts  of  America  :  We  his  loyal  fubjecls, 
*'  members  of  the  church  of  Exeter,  fituate  and  lying  upon 
"  the  river  Pifcataqua,  with  other  inhabitants  there,  con- 
"  fidering  with  ourfelves  the  holy  will  of  God  and  our  own 
f  neceffity,  that  we  (hould  not  live  without  wholefome 
''  laws  and  civil  government  amongft  us,  of  which  we  are 
"  altogether  deftitute,  do  in  the  name  of  Chriit  and  in  the 
"  fight  of  God  combine  ourfelves  together  to  erect  and  fet 
"  up  among  us  fuch  government  as  lhall  be  to  our  beft 
"  difecrning  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God,  profefling  our- 
"  fclves  liibjecl:  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  Charles  accord- 
"  ing  to  the  liberty  of  the  Englifh  colony  of  the  Maffachu- 
*'  fetts,  and  binding  ourfelves  folemnly,  by  the  grace  and 
"  help  of  Chrift  and  in  his  name  and  fear,  to  fubmit  our- 
"  felves  to  all  fuch  chriftian  laws  as  are  eitablifhed  in  the 
"  realm  of  England,  to  our  beft  knowledge,  and  to  all  other 
"  fuch  laws  which  fhall  upon  good  grounds  be  made  and 
"  enacted  among  us  according  to  God,  that  we  may  live 
"  quietly  and  peaceably  together  in  all  godlinefs  and  hon- 
"  efty,      October  4,   1639.    John  Wheelwright,  William 

"  Went  worth, 
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"  Wentworth,  George  Walton,"  with  32  more.  Captain 
Underbill,  an  enthufiaft,  who  obtained  his  afiurance,  as  he 
expreffed  himfelf  before  the  church  of  Bcflon,  while  he 
was  taking  a  pipe  of  the  good  creature  tobacco,*  and  who 
was  at  the  fame  time  a  very  immoral  man,  and  for  adultery 
had  been  excommunicated,  obtained  the  place  of  governor 
at  Dover,  they  having  quarrelled  with  Burdet  the  minifter, 
who  removed  to  York.  There  was  a  ftrong  party  againft 
Underhill,  which  caufed  great  diilurbance  and  confufion. 
At  the  lame  time  they  were  as  much  divided  in  their  ec- 
clefiaftical  affairs.  They  at  Dover  had  one  Mr.  Knolles 
for  their  minifter  ;  but  Mr.  Larkham  arrivins;  there  from 
Northam  near  Barnicable  in  England,  many  people  were 
taken  with  him  and  determined  to  difmifs  Knolles  ;  but 
his  party  flood  by  him,  and  he  and  his  company  excom- 
municated Larkham.  He  in  return  laid  violent  hands  or* 
Knolles.  The  magiftrates  took  part>  fome  on  oife  fide  and 
fome  on  the  other  ;  but  Larkham's  party,  being  weakeft, 
fent  to  Williams  the  governor  below,  for  afiiftance,  who- 
came  up  with  a  company  of  armed  men,  befet  Knolles1^ 
houfe  where  Underhill  the  governor  then  was,  called  him 
to  account,  fet  a  fine  upon  him  and  fome  others  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  riot,  and  obliged  them  to  remove' 
from  the  plantation.  Knolles  was  a  rigid  antinomian,  his 
acq  was  agreeable  to  his  principles.  He  was  charged 
with  being  too  familiar  with  fome  of  his  female  domeitics, 
and  found  it  neceilary  to  depart.  Larkham,  a  zealous 
churchman,  foon  followed  him,  for  an  offence  of  the  fame 
nature»-f  Tims  we  fee  three  di  (liner,  colonies  and  inde- 
pend*  nr  governments  formed  upon  Piioataqua  river. 

During  thefe  tranfac~tions,  the  Mt-'/.ackuf au  people  were 
inquiring  into  the  bounds  of  their  patent.  Tn  1639  thejf 
fent  perions  to  find  out  the  northernmoft  part  of  Merri- 
mack river.  A  line  to  run  call  from  three  miles  north  of 
the   head  of  the  river  will  cake  in  the  whole  of  New- 

Hamplhirc. 

*  Hubbard,  &c.  \ 

4  I  have  taken  the  principal  fafls  relative  to  the  fettlement  of  Pifcat'aqua  from 
Hubbard's  and  other  original  ancient  atanuferipti, 
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Hampfhire.*  They  determined  therefore  that  it  came 
within  their  jurifdiction  ;  and  from  that  tififie  they  allowed 
plantations  to  be  fettled,  particularly  at  Hampton,  as  rea- 
dily as  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony,  and  exercifed  jurif- 
diction over  them  ;  but  they  left  thofe  upon  the  river  to 
their  liberty  ;  and  it  was  their  inability  to  preferve  order 
among  themfelves-  which  occafioned  the  application  and 
iubmiffion  which  has  already  been  mentioned.  At  thei^ 
ieiTion  in  October  the  court  pafled  the  following  order. 

"  Whereas  it  appcareth  that  by  the  extent  of  the  line 
"  according  to  our  patent  the  river  of  Pifcataquack  is  witli- 
"  in  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  MafTachufetts,  and  conference 
"  being  had  at  feveral  times  with  the  faid  people  and  fome 
"  deputed  by  the  general  court  for  the  fettling  and  eftab- 
'*  liming  of  order  in  the  ad  mini  Drat  ion  of  juftice  there  ;  it 
<c  is  now  ordered  by  the  general  court  holden  at  Bofton 
"  this  9th  day  of  the  8th  month  1641,  and  with  the  con- 
"  fent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  river,  as  followeth. 
"  Imprimis,  That  from  henceforth  the  faid  people  inhabit- 
"  ing  there,  are  and  (hall  be  accepted  and  reputed  under 
"  the  government  of  the  Maifachufetts,  as  the  reft  of  the  in- 
{C  habitants  within  the  faid  jurifdiction  are.  Alio,  that 
"  they  (hall  have  the  fame  order  and  way  of  adminiflration 
*c  of  juftice,  and  way  of  keeping  courts,  as  is  eftablimed  at 
"  I])fvvich  and  Salem. -f  Alto,  they  fhall  be  exempted  from 
"  all  public  charges,  other  than  thofe  that  (hall  arife  for  or 
"  from  among  themfelves,  or  from  any  action  or  courie 
"  that  may  be  taken  to  procure  their  o.vn  good  or  benefit. 
"  Alfo,  they  mall  enjoy  all  fuch  lawful  liberties  of  fiihuig; 
ei  planting,  and  felling  timber,  as  formerly  they  have  en- 
"  joyed  in  the  fame  ri ver.  Mr.  Simon  Broadftreet,  Mr. 
"  Ifrael  Stoughton,  Mr.  Samuel  Simonds,  Mr.  William 
"  Tyng,  Mr.  Francis  Williams,  and  Mr.  Edward  Kilton, 
"  or  any  four  of  them,  whereof  Mr.  Broadilreet  or  Mr. 

"  Stou5;htoi> 

*  The  bounds  in  the  charter  being   three  miles  fouth  of  Charles  river  and  all 
and  every  part  thereof,    and  three  miles  north    of   Mtiriinac!:    a»d  all  aiidfever/ 
part  thereof,   and  ail  lands  within   the   limits    aforefaid  in  latitude  and  breadth, 
and  in  length  and  longitude,  &c.    they  fuppofed  they  had  a  right  to  liretc. 
line  ealt  from  the  head  of  Merrimack  to  the  ocean. 

t  Parts  of  Ma.Tichufetts  nearelt  to  Fifcataqua. 
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"  Stoughton  to  be  one,  thefe  mail  have  the  fame  power 
"  that  the  quarter  courts  at  Salem  and  Ipfwich  have, 
"  Alfo,  the  inhabitants  there,  are  allowed  to  fend  two  de- 
"  puties  from  the  whole  river  to  the  court  at  Bofton.  Alfo, 
"  Mr.  Broadftreet,  Mr.  Stoughton,  and  the  reft  of  the 
"  commifTioners,  fhall  have  power  at  the  court  at  Pifcataj 
"  quack  to  appoint  two  or  three  to  join  with  Mr.  Wil- 
"  liams  and  Mr.  Hilton  to  govern  the  people  as  fehe  ma- 
"  giftrates  do  here,  till  the  next  general  court,  or  till  the 
"  court  take  further  order.  It  is  further  ordered,  that 
**  until  our  commifTioners  fliall  arrive  at  Pifcataquack, 
**  thofe  men  who  already  have  authority  by  the  late  com* 
tc  bination  to  govern  the  people  there,  fhall  continue  in  the 
"  fame  authority  and  power,  to  be  determined  at  the  com- 
"  ing  of  the  faid  commifTioners,  and  not  before."  Al* 
though  nothing  is  faid  of  Strawberry  Bank  in  the  fubmif- 
fion,  }Tct  all  the  fettlements  feem  to  have  concurred,  and 
-Williams  the  governor  below  was  made  one  of  the  magif* 
trates. 

MafTachufetts,  by  thus  ex-tending  its  wing  over  the  in- 
habitants of  New-Harnpihire,  nourifhedand  cherifhed  them 
for  near  '40  years  ;  and  to  this  mult  be  attributed  the 
growth  and  the  prefent  flourifhing  date  of  that  colony. 
The  principal  inhabitants,  when  the  benefit  was  recent,  in 
1680,  made  a  public  and  grateful  acknowledgment  of  it. 
Upon  this  conduction  of  the  charter,  the  whole  province 
of  Main  is  taken  into  MafTachufetts,  as  well  as  New- 
Hampfhire  ;  but  no  application  being  made  by  the  people 
there,  nothing  was  done  concerning  them.  Mr.  Wheel- 
wright and  others,  who  had  been  banifhed  from  Maflachu- 
fetts,  foon  after  removed  to  the  province  of  Main  from 
Nevv-Hampfhire. 

Mr.  Winthrop  was  elected  governor  in  1642,  and  Mr. 
Endicot  deputy  governor,  and  Mr,  Thomas  Flint*  added 
to  the  afliftants,  together  with  Mr.  Pynchon,  who  upon 
his  removal  to  Springfield  had  been  left  out  whilft  the 
jurifdiction  was  doubtful. 

The 

*  Mr.  Flint  was  a  gentleman  of  a  fair  eftate  in  England,  which  he  laid  out  in 
forwarding  the  plantation,  arriving  in  New-England  about  the  year  1635. 
Jobnfon.  A  large  tract  of  land  which  he  owned  in  Concord  ftili  retains  the  name 
0i  Flint's  farm. 
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The  college  at  Cambridge  was  this  year  put  upon  a  more 
refpesftable  footing  than  it  had  been.  The  governor,  deputy 
governor  and  magistrates,  and  the  minifters  of  the  fix  next 
adjacent  towns,  with  the  prehdent,  were  made  a  corporation 
for  ordering  and  managing  the  affairs  of  the  college  ;  and 
nine  young  gentlemen  *  at  a  public  commencement  this 

year 

*  Moft  of  them  foon  after  went  over  to  England,  and  before  1651  (as  appears' 
by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Samuel  Mather,  who  received  a  degree  the  next  year,  and 
was  a  celebrated  preacher  in  Dublin)  made  foine  figure  there  Benjamin  Wood- 
bridge,  the  firft-born  of  Harvard  College,  was  fuccelfor  to  Dr.  Twilie  at  New- 
berry, and  though  inclined  to  prefbyterianifm*  to  ul'e  Mr.  Mather's  words,  not 
malignantly  affected.  George  Downing  went  into  the  army,  and  was  fcoutmafter 
general  of  the  Englilh  army  in  Scotland.  He  was  afterwards  in  gicar  favour 
with  Cromwell,  who  Cent  him  ambail'ador  to  the  States  ;  and  upon  the  reltoratiort 
lie  turned  with  the  times,  and  was  lent  or  kept  by  the  King  in  the  fame  employ, 
had  the  merit  of  betraying,  fecuring  and  fending  over  feveral  ot  the  regicides  (he 
had  been  captain  under  one  of  them,  Col.  Okey),  was  knighted,  and  in  favour  at 
court,  and  died  in  1684.  His  character  runs  low  with  the  belt,  hiitorians  in 
England;  it  Was  much  lower  with  his  countrymen  in  New-England  ;  and  it  be- 
came a  proverbial  expreffion  to  fausfiflgt  ferfe'TOan.  Vho  betrayed  his  truft,  that  he 
was  an  arrant  George  Downing. ^(STiver  Cromw-ejl,  „when  lie  lent  him  agent  or 
ambatfador  to  the  States*  in  his/ Ijyrter  ot/c/S^encajJays,  <«  George  Downing  is  at 
perfon  of  eminent  quality,  and, ^heyalfotK/r\3.Y^o{  his  fidelity,  probity  and 
diligence  in  feveral  and  various\  trcgocitmony,  w  Aj,  Ira  p  proved  and  valued  by  us. 
Him  we  have  thought  fitting  to  iVW  to  your  L^tlpSips  dignified  with  the  chai- 
aiter  of  our  agent,"  &c.  (Milton\lett%rs.)  f^jTr^i-S  latter  days  he  is  laid  to  have 
been  very  friendly  to  New-England,,ajid^vhej»'''the  colony  was  upon  the  worft 
terms  with  King  Charles  the  Second.  An  article  of  news  from  England  in  167 r. 
fays.  "  Sir  George  Downing  is  in  the  tower,  it  is  laid  becaufe  he  returned  from 
Holland  where  he  was  lent  amballador  before  his  time.  As  it  is  reported,  he 
had  no  fmall  abufe  offered  him  there.  They  printed  the  fermons  he  preached  in 
Oliver's  time,  and  drew  three  pictures  of  him-  I.  Preaching  in  a  tub*  over  it 
was  wrote,  tbit  I  was.  2.  A  treacherous  courtier,  over  it*  Tbii  I  am.  3.  Hang- 
ing on  a  gibbet,  and  over  it,  "This  I  Jhc.tl  be."  Prints  of  that  fort  were  not  la 
common  in  England  in  that  day  as  they  have  been  the  lalt  twenty  years. 

<♦  Downing  was  lent  to  make  up  the  quarrel  with  the  Dutch,  but  coming  home 
in  too  great  hatte  and  fear,  is  now  in  the  prilon  where  his  milter  lay  that  he  be- 
trayed." Mf.  Utter,  Land.  Match  \,  1671-1.  By  his  mailer  h.j  doubt  Okey  is 
intended.  His  fon  Was  one  of  the  Tellers  in  the  Exciiequer  hi  1&80.  Sir  George 
died  in  1684.  He  was  brother-in-law  to  governor  Bradltreet,  and  kept  up  a 
correfpondenee  with  him 

John  Bulkley  (fon  of  Peter  Bulkley,  miniiter  of  Concord,  who  was  of  a  vety 
reputable  family,  and  had  been  esteemed  for  his  learning  and  piety  in  England/ 
Was  a  fettled  minilter  at  Fordham  in  Elfcx,  and  alter  his  ejectment  in  i66i  prac- 
ticed phytic  in  London. 

Henry  Saltonltall,  who  I  fuppofe  was  a  grandfon  of  Sir  Richard  Saitonftal!, 
was  a  doctor  of  phytic,  and  a  fellow  of  new  college,  Oxford. 

Nathaniel  Brewfter  was  a  Jetted  minifter  in  Norfolk,  and  of  good  report. 

Samuel  Bellingham  received  the  degree  of  doctor  of  pliyfic  at  Leyden.  Twot 
others  of  the  clafs,  William  Hubbard  and  John  Wilfon,  were  minifters  iettled  in, 
New- England,  and  in  high  elteem  there.  Several  of  the  fucceeding  dalles  went 
ever  to  England  foon  after  their  taking  their  batchelor's  degree :  John  Allen,- 
whole  friends  lived  in  Suffolk;  William  Ames,  who  was  ton  of  Dr.  Ames, 
fettled  at  Wrentham ;  Jeremiah  Holland,  who  firlt  fettled  near  London,  but  foon 
after  removed  into  Northamptonshire,  where  he  had  a  living  of  between  two  and 

three 
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year  received  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts.  The  thefts, 
with  a  particular  account  of  the  whole  proceeding,  was 
published  in  England.  I  know  of  but  two  copies  extant, 
and  as  my  chief  defign  is  to  preferve  from  oblivion  every 
tranfaction  which  pofterity  may  think  of  any  importance, 
1  (hall  give  it  a  place  in  the  appendix.* 

There  was  a  general  defign  this  year  among  the  Indians 
againft  the  Engliih.-j-  Miantonomo,  the  fachera  of  the 
Narraganfets,  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  author  and  chief  pro- 
moter, and  to  have  drawn  many  other  lachems  to  join 
with  him.  The  Indians  began  to  make  ufe  of  fire  arms, 
and  had  procured  a  great  number,  together  with  powder 
and  (hot,  from  Englifh  traders  in  the  eaftern  parts,  as  well 
as  from  the  Dutch.  A  conftant  watch  was  ordered  to  be 
kept  from  fun-let  to  fun-rifing,  and  a  place  of  retreat  to  be 
provided  in  each  plantation  for  the  women  and  children, 
and  for  the  fecurity  of  ammunition.  Beacons  were  erected 
and  ordered  to  be  fired  upon  an  alarm,  and  all  fmiths  were 
required  to  lay  afide  all  other  bufinefs  until  all  the  arms  in 
the  colony  were  put  into  good  order,  for  which  payment 
was  promifed  by  the  government.  Mr.'j  John  Leverett 
and  Mr.  Edward  jj  Hutchinion  were  fent  to  Miantinomo 
with  articles  of  complaint,  and  to  require  him  to  come 
himielf  or  to  fend  two  of  his  chief  counfellors  to  the  gover- 
nor in  order  to  give  fatisfaction.  Connecticut  propoied  to 
tall  upon  the  Indians  immediately,  and  offered  if  Maffa- 
chufetts  would  fend  120  men  to  Saybrook,  to  join  a  pro- 
portionable 

three  hundred  pounds  a  year  ;  Jacob  Ward,  who  had  a  fellowship  in  Maudlin 
college,  Oxford  ;  John  Birden  and  Abraham  Waiver,  who  were  both  preachers  in 
the  counties  Where  their  friends  lived  ;  and  Sampfon  Eyton,  who  1  fuppofe  left 
Harvard  college  before  he  had  his  degree,  was  made  a  fellow  in  one  of  the  uni- 
verfities  in  England.  Leonard  Hoar  went  to  Cambridge  and  took,  the  degree  of 
dodor  in  phyfie.  Mr,  Mather  writes  veiy  prefling  lor  others  to  come  over  to 
England,  where  they  might  be  allured  of  encouragement  and  preferment. 

*  No.  6. 

+  Intelligence  was  given  by  fome  of  the  Indians  themfelves,  and  letters  were, 
difpatched  irom  New-Haven  and  Connecticut  to  give  advice.  Under  pretence  of 
trade  in  fmall  companies  at  the  Englilh  houfes,  while  fome  fecured  the  arms  the 
others  were  to  perpetrate  the  maflacre,  the  time  appointed  for  which  was  imme- 
diately after  tlie  harveft  lhould  be  ever. 

An  Indian  of  Providence  attempted  a  rape  upon  an  Englifh  woman,  the  wife 
of  Nicholas  Wood  of  Dorcheiter,  and  was  proteded  by  Miantinomo.  This  if 
tiuc  is  a  rare  inftance. 

$  Afterwards  governor. 

jj  Sen  of  the  famous  Mrs.  Hutchinfon. 
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portionable  number.  But  the  Mafiachufetts  court  doubt- 
ed whether  they  had  fuiiicient  proofs  of  the  defigns  of  the 
Indians  to  juftify  a  war.  However,  the  governor  with  the 
magiitrates  before  the  court  met  thought  it  neceilary  to 
difarm  the  Indians  within  the  colony,  which  they  readily 
fubmitted  to.  Mi'antinotno  came  in  perfon  to  the  court, 
and  demanded  that  his  accufers  mould  be  brought  face  to 
face,  and  if  they  failed  in  their  proof  that  they  mould  luf- 
ter  the  fame  punifhment  he' would  have  deferred  himfelf  if 
he  had  been  guilty,  viz.  death.  His  behaviour  was  grave, 
and  he  gave  his  anfwers  with  great  deliberation  and  feeming 
ingenuity.  He  would  never  fpeak  but  in  the  pretence  of 
two  of  his  counfellors,  that  they  might  be  witneffes  of  every 
thing  which  pafled.  Two  days  were  fpent  in  treaty.  He 
denied  all  he  was  charged  with,  and  pretended  the  reports 
to  his  ditad vantage  were  railed  by  Uncas,  fachem  of  the 
Mohegins,  or  fonie  of  his  people.  He  was  willing  to  re- 
new his  former  engagements,  that  if  any  of  the  Indians, 
even  the  Nianticks,  who  he  laid  were  as  his  own  fleih  and 
blood,  mould  do  any  wrong  to  the  Englilh  fo  as  neither  he 
nor  they  could  fatisfy  without  blood,  he  would  deliver  them 
up  and  leave  them  to  mercy.  The  people  of  Connecticut 
put  little  confidence  in  him,  and  could  hardly  be  kept  from 
falling  upon  him,  but  were  at  laft  prevailed  upon  by  Maf- 
fachu.fetts  to  defift  for  the  prefent.*  The  minds  of  men 
were  filled  with  fear  from  thefe  rumours  of  a  general  con- 
ipiracy,  and  every  noife  in  the  night  was  alarming.  A 
poor  man  in  a  fvvamp  at  Watertown,-}*  hearing  the  howling 
of  a  kennel  of  wolves  and  expecting  to  be  devoured  by 
them,  cried  out  for  help,  which  .cccafioned  a  general  alarm 
through  all  the  towns  near  Bofton.|  The  Indians  being 
thus  prevented  from  fiirprifing,  the  Englilh  remained  qui- 

£11 

The 

*  Records  of  united  colonies,  t  Sept.  19th,  1642.  £  Hubbard. 

11  One  Darbyfield,  an  Irifhman,  with  fotne  others,  travelled  this  year  to  the 
v/hite  hills,  fuppofed  to  be  the  higheft  in  thei'e  parts  of  America.  They  reported 
that  they  had  been  to  the  top,  where  is  a  plain  of  60  feet  fquare  ;  that  on  the 
weft  tide  is  a  very  fteep  precipice,  and  all  the  country  round  about  appeared  like 
a  level  much  beneath  them.  The  glistering  appearance  of  the  rocks  as  they  came 
pear  them  eaufed  an  expedition  of  fomething  valuable,  but  they  found  no* 
Jhiiig.  Hubbard. 

' '  The 
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The  Houfe  of  Commons  this  year  pafled  a  memorable 
refofve  in  favour  of  the  Maffachufetts  cokmy,  which  was 
tranfmitte'd  to  the  governor  by  the  clerk  of  the  houfe,  and 
ordered  by  the  court  to  be  entered  upon  the  public  records, 
that  it  might  remain  to  pofterity. 

"  Veneris,   jo  March,   1642. 

"  WHEREAS  the  plantations  in  New-England  have 
"  by  the  blelTing  of  the  Almighty  had  good  and  profper- 
"  ous  fuccefs  without  any  public  charge  to  this  ftate,*  and 
it  are  now  likely  to  prove  very  happy  for  the  propagation 
iC  of  the  gofpel  in  thofe  parts,  and  very  beneficial  and 
"  commodious  to  this  kingdom  and  nation  :  The  Com- 
et  mons  now  affembled  in  Parliament  do,  for  the  better 
"  advancement  of  thofe  plantations  and  the  encouragement 
*'  of  the  planters  to  proceed  in  their  undertaking,  ordain, 
"  that  all  merchandizing  goods  that  by  any  perfon  or  per- 
*'  fons  whatfoever,  merchant  or  other,  fhall  be  exported 
<f  out  of  this  kingdom  of  England  into  New-England,  to 
"  be  fbent,  u(ed  or  employed  there,  or,  being  of  the  growth 
"  of  that  kingdom,-;-  (hall  be  from  thence  imported  hither, 
"  or  fhall  be  laden  or  put  on  board  any  mip  or  veffel  for 
#  neceilaries  in  pafling  to  and  fro,  and  all  and  every  the 
"  owner  or  owners  thereof,  mall  be  freed  and  difcharged 
i;  of  and  from  paying  and  yielding  any  cuftom,  fubfidy, 
"  taxation,  or  other  duty  for  the  fame,  either  inward  or 
*'  outward,  either  in  this  kingdom  or  New-England,  or  in 
"  any  port,  haven,  creek,  or  other  place  whatfoever,  until 
&  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (hall  take  further  order  therein 
"  to  the  contrary.  And  all  and  fingular  cuflomers,  far- 
"  mers  and  collectors  of  cuftoms,  fubfidies  and  impofts, 

"  and 

The  growth  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  colony  at  different  periods  will  be 
thought  by  fome  worth  obferving.  In  1642  a  tax  of  800I.  was  apportioned  as 
fallows:  Hingham  20I.  Weymouth  14I.  Braintree  14I  Do-thefter  5UI.  10s.  Rox- 
bury  50I.  bofton  I2pl.  Dedham  20I.  Concord  25I.  Watertown  5;!.  Cambridge 
6:1.  JOS.  Charlcftown  6pl.  Sahm  75 1.  Lynn  45!.  Ipfwich  82).  Newbuny  ;cl. 
Salisbury  12I.  ios.  Hampton  3 1.  Rowley  i,l.  Suabuiy  15I.  Medford  10I.  Glou- 
cciUv  61.  jos. 

*  1  iranfcHbe  this  part  of  the  order  with  pleafure.  The  merit  of  our  ancef- 
tors,  many  ol  whom  were  peifonaliy  known  to  the  prinicpal  members  of  parlia- 
ment, was  frefh  in  their  remembrance.  Length  of  time  has  not  leilened  the 
merit  Confequences  fo  advantageous  to  the  nation  tuye  fallowed  it >  that  in 
irtaton  it  ought  to  itvikc  ltronger  iiow  than  it  did  then. 

i  Inaccurately  for  thofe  colonies. 
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'--  and  other  officers,  minifters  and  fubjedb  whatfoever,  are 
*;  hereby  required  and  enjoined  that  they  and  every  of 
"  them,  upon  the  ihewing  forth  unto  them  this  order,  or  a 
"  true  copy  thereof,  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  the 
**  Houfe  of  Commons,  without  any  other  writ  or  warrant 
li  whatfoever,  do  make  full,  whole  and  entire,  and  due 
i%  allowance  and  clear  difcharge  unto  the  faid  owners  of 
"*  the  faid  goods  and  merchandize,  their  fa&ors,  fervants 
*c  and  agents,  according  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of 
'■'  this  order. 

"  H.  Elssing,  Cler.  Pari.  D.  Com." 

In  the  year  1642  letters  came  to  Mr.  Cotton  of  JSofton, 
Mr.  Hooker  of  Hartford,  and  Mr.  Davenport  of  New- 
Haven,  figned  by  feveral  of  the  nobility,  divers  members 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  fome  minifters,  to  call 
them  or  fome  of  them,  if  all  could  not  come,  to  aflift  in 
the  aiiembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfter.*  Such  of  the 
magiftrates  and  minifters  as  were  near  Bofton  met  together, 
and  moft  of  them  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  call  of  God, 

but 

*    *  I  have  the  original   papers  which  accompanied  thefe  letters.     The  following 
is  an  exact  copy. 

«'  The  exprellion  of  the  defires  of  thofe  honourable  and  worthy  perfonages  of 
both  houfes  of  parliament  who  call  and  wilh  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr. 
Hooker  and  Mr.  Davenport  to  come  ovar  with  all  poflible  fpeed,  all  or  any  of 
theni.  if  all  cannot.  Theconditynn  whearein  the  ftate  of  things  in  this  kingdom 
doth  now  ftand  wee  fuppole  you  have  from  the  relations  of  others,  wheareby  you 
cannot  but  underftand  how  greate  need  there  is  of  the  healp  of  prayer  and  im- 
provement of  all  good  meanes  from  all  parts  for  the  featlinge  and  c»mpofeing  the 
affaires  of  the  church.  Wee  therefore  prefent  unto  you  our  earneft  deiires  of  you 
all.  To  (hewe  whearein  or  Lowe  many  wayes  you  may  be  ufeful  would  eafely  bee 
done  by  us  and  fownd  by  you  weare  you  prefent  with  us.  In  all  liikelyhood 
you  will  rlnde  opportunity  enough  to  draw  forth  all  that  healpefullnefs  that  God 
lhall  affoard  by  you.  And  we;  doubt  not  thefe  advantages  will  be  i'utch  as  will 
fully  anl\ver  all  inconveniencies  your  fealves,  churches  or  plantations  may 
fuitame  in  this  your  voyage  and  Ihort  abfence  from  them.  Onely  the  fooner  you 
come  the  bettar.  Warwick 

W.  Say  &  Seale        l'h.  Wharton 
Mandeville 
Rob.  Brooke 
Nath.  Fiennes  Win    Stricland  Tho:  Hoyle 

Gilbt.  Gerrard  Henry  Darley  Cor:  Holland 

Tho:  Barrington  Valentine  Walton  Anth.  Stapley 

Richard  Browne  Willm.  Cawleys  Humfrey  Sahvay 

Henry  Martin  Jolm  Gurdon  William  Hay 

Oliver  Cromwell  John  Blackifton  J.  Waitiil  ' 

A.  Hafelrig  Godfrey  Rotievile 

Wra.  Mafham  H.  Ruthin  Gilbert  Pickering  Alex.  Bencc 

Mart.  Lumley  Ro.  Cooke  Ol-  St,  John 

i4ath.  Baniardifton     Sam.  Lake  lfaac  Bennington 

Ar.  Goodwin    '         John  Francklyn    Miles  Corbet:  Wm.  S^urftowe?' 
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but  Mr.  Hooker  did  not  like  the  bufinefs,  and  thought  it 
was  not  a  fufficient  call  to  go  a  thoufand  leagues  to  confer 
about  matters  of  church  government.  Mr.  Davenport 
thought  othervvife  ;  but  his  church,  having  but  one  minif- 
ter,  would  not  fpare  him.  Mr.  Cotton  thought  it  a  clear 
call,  and  would  have  undertaken  the  voyage,  if  others 
would  have  gone  with  him.  Soon  after,  other  letters  were 
received,  which  diverted  them  from  any  thoughts  of  pro- 
ceeding.* Mr.  Hooker  was  about  that  time  preparing 
for  the  prefs  a  vindication  of  congregational  churches,  or 
rather  framing  a  fyftem  or  plan  of  church  government, 
which  he  defigned  for  the  New-England  churches,  let  the 
determination  at  Weftniinfter  be  what  it  would.  Had  the 
churches  of  New-England  appeared  there  by  their  repre- 
sentatives, or  any  of  the  principal  divines  appeared  as 
members  of  the 'afiembly,  greater  exception  might  have 
been  taken  to  their  building  after  a  model  of  their  own 
framing.  Several  perfons  who  came  from  England  in  1643 
made  a  mutter  to  let  up  preibyterian  government  under 
the  authority  of  the  aiTembly  at  Wedminfter ;  but  a  New- 
England  afiembly,  the  general  court,  foon  put  them  to  the 
rour. 

The  governor  and  deputy  governor  for  the  laft  year 
were  re-elected  in  1643.  Samuel  Symonds^  and  William 
Hibbins^;  were  added  to  the  afiiftants.  The  colony  had 
{o  increased,  that  it  was  divided  this  year  into  four  counties 
or  ihires,  Eifex,  Middlefex,  Suffolk  and  Norfolk.§ 

A  new  feci-,  fpringing  from  the  allies  of  the  antinomians, 
made  great  difturbance  about  this  time.  Samuel  Gorton, 
a  citizen  of  London,  who  came  to  Bolton  in  1656,  was  at 

the 

*  Huhbard. 

+  Mr.  Symonds  was  a  gentleman  of  an  ancient  family  and  good  eftata  in  Eng« 
lasi'l.     Hi1  came  from  Yeldham  in  Eifex.         Hiikbard. 

%  Mr.  Hibbiiis  was  a  principal  merchant  in  the  colony,  but  foon  after  met 
with  great  loifes  in  his  trade.  I  know  of  none  of  their  delcandants  of  the  fame 
names  in  New- England. 


$    Essex  contained 

MipplESEJfi. 

Suffolk.         Norfolk. 

Salem 

Charieltown 

Bofton                  Salisbury  , 

Lynn           - 

Cambridge 

Rrxbury               Hampton 

Enon  (Wenham) 

Watertown. 

Dprchelter           Haverhill 

Ipfwich 

Sudbury 

Dedham               Exeter 

Rowley 

Concord 

Braintree              Dover 

Newb'iry 

Woburn 

Weymouth           Strawberry-Bank 

Gloucester 

Medford 

Hingham                  (Porti'mouih) 

Chocnichawick 

Lynn  Village 

Naiuafket  (Hull) 
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the  head  of  it.  Mr.  Cotton  fays,*  his  principles  were  the 
very  dregs  of  familifm.  Jt  is  certain  that  he  was  artful 
enough  to  explain  them  in  fuch  manner  that  his  judges 
in  Matiachufetts  were  divided  in  opinion  whether  they  were 
heretical  or  not.  He  ffaid  not  long  in  Maffachufetts,  but 
went  to  Plymouth  ;  and  difturbing  the  church  there,  he 
was  whipped,  and  required  to  find  lureties  for  his  good  be- 
haviour, which  not  being  able  to  do,  he  removed  (Mr. 
Winnow  fays  was  driven-}*)  to  Rhode-Ifland.  There 
he  treated  the  court  with  contempt,  and  by  order  of  the 
governor,  Mr.  Coddington,  was  firft  imprifoned,  and  after- 
wards whipped.  From  Rhode-Ifland  he  went  to  Provi- 
dence, where  Roger  Williams,  with  his  ufual  humanity, 
although  he  difliked  his  principles  and  behaviour,  gave 
him  flielter.  Here  he  found  feveral  of  his  own  difpofition, 
fond  of  novelties  in  religion,  and  they  firft  fat  down  at  Pa- 
tuxet  near  Providence  ;  but  fome  of  the  inhabitants  there 
applied  to  Maffachufetts  that  they  and  their  lands  might 
be  received  into  protection,  and  complained  that  Gorton 
and  his  company,  under  pretence  of  purchafe  from  the  In- 
dians, were  going,  about  to  deprive  them  of  their  eftates, 
of  which  for  feveral  years  they  had  been  in  the  lawful  pof- 
feffion.  The  governor  and  three  of  the  afliftants  llgned 
what  was  called  a  warrant  or  notification  to  all  the  people 
of  Providence,  requiring  them  to  fubmit  to  the  jurifdiction 
of  Maffachufetts.  This  was  dated  in  October  1642. 
Gorton  fent  a  very  contemptuous  anfwer,  and  told  them 
they  had  no  authority  over  the  people  of  Providence.  But 
either  for  the  fake  of  being  more  out  of  the  reach  of  Maf- 
fachufetts, or  from  difcord  among  themfelves,  Gorton  and 
1 1  more  purchafed  of  Miantinomo,  the  Narraganfet 
fachem,|  a  tract  of  land  called  Showamet,  and  removed 
thither.  The  price  they  paid  was  144  fathom  of  Wam- 
pum.§  Showamet  was  then  claimed  by  Plymouth  govern- 
ment as  within  their  jurifdiction.     Two  of  the  chief  of  the 

Indians 

*  Bloody  Tenet  wafhed,  &c  p.  5  &  8. 
t  Anfwer  to  Gorton. 

J  Pumham,  a  netty  fachem,  who  lived  upon  the  Kinds,  joined  in  the  fale»  but 
clledged  that  he  had  no  confederation  for  it.         Wmjtvux. 

%  A  fathom  of  wampum  was  one  firing  of  Indian  beads  fix  feet  or  a  fathom  in 
Jsngth,  which  was  valued  at  5/.  8^.  flerling. 
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Indians  who  dwelt  there  and  at  Patuxet,  and  who  were 
called  fachems,  Pomham  and  Sachonoco,  came  to  Bollon 
with  their  interpreter  to  complain  of  Gorton  and  his  com- 
pany for  taking  their  lands  from  them,  and  offered  to  fub- 
jecl  themfelves  and  their  country  to  Maffachufetts,  which 
by'  an  inftnimenf  under  their  hands  was  accordingly  done 
in  the  form  following. 

"  This  writing  is  to  teftify,  that  we,  Pomham  fachem 
*'  of  Showamet,  and  Sachonoco  fachem  of  Patuxit,  have, 
"  and  by  thefe  prefents  do,  voluntarily  and  without  any 
"  conftraint  or  perfuafion,  but  of  our  own  free  motion, 
u  put  ourfelves,  our  fubjects,  lands  and  eftates,  under  the 
"  government  and  juriidiction  of  the  Maffachufetts,  to  be 
"  governed  and  protected  by  them  according  to  their  juffc 
"  iaws  and  orders,  fo  far  as  we  fhall  be  made  capable  of 
"  underftanding  them  :  and  we  do  promife,  for  ourfelves 
"  and  our  fubjecls  and  all  our  posterity,  to  be  true  and 
"  faithful  to  the  government,  and  aiding  to  the  mainte- 
"  nance  thereof  to  our  bell  ability,  and  from  time  to  time 
"  to  give  fpeedy  notice  of  any  confpiracy,  attempt,  or  evil 
"  intention,  of  any  wnich  we  fball  know  or  hear  of  againfl 
"  the  fame,  and  do  promife  to  be  willing  from  time  to  time 
"  to  be  inftrudtcd  in  the  knowledge  of  the  worfhip  of  God, 
"  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  hereunto  put  to  our  hands. 
"  the  2?.d  of  the  4th  month,  1643. 

the    ,    mark  the  _L  mark 

of    »    Sachonocho.  of  *■     Pomham. 

Miantinomo  was  likewile  fent  for  to  Bofton,  but  did  not 
make  out  his  right  to  the  Indian  country  to  the  fatisfaction 
of  the  court.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  relinquifhed  it; 
and  Gorton  lays  in  his  defence,  that  Pomham  and  Sacho- 
noco were  the  natural  fubjecls  of  Miantinomo,  and  in- 
fluenced by  Maffachufetts  to  withdraw  from  him.  He 
being  the  greateft  and  moft  powerful  fachem  in  New- 
England,  it  is  probable  that  thefe  were  dependents  upon 
him  or  tributaries  to  him.  Be  that  as  it  may,  MaffachuT 
fetts  fent  a  meffige  to  Gorton  and  his  company,  acquaint- 
ing them  that  they  were  ftill  within  their  jurifdi&ion  by 
virtue  of  the  fubmiffion  of  Pomham  and  Sachonoco,  and 
requiring  them  to  appear  at  the  court  at  Boil  on  to  anfwer 

to 
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to  complaints  againfl  them  for  injuries  done  to  the  Indians, 
&c.  and  promifing  them  fafe  conduct,  &c.  This  was  dated 
the  1 2th  of  the  7th  month,  1643.  They  fent  back  by  the 
meflenger  a  verbal  anfvver,  that  they  were  out  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  jurifdiction,  and  would  acknowledge  lubjeftion 
to  none  but  the  ftate  and  government  of  Old- England. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  tbeir  anfwer,  viz.  on  the  19th  of  the 
fame  month,  another  meffage  was  fent  to  acquaint  them 
that  the  court  had  appointed  commifiioners*  to  hear  and 
determine  the  controverfy  upon  the  fpot,  and,  if  they  re- 
fufed,  to  bring  them  to  Bofton  by  force.  After  fome  fmall 
refiftance,  Gorton  and  leveral  others  were  taken  and  carried 
to  Bofton  and  imprifoned.-f-  Being  brought  before  the 
court,  the  charge  exhibited  againfl  them  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  : 

"  Upon  much  examination  and  ferious  confederation  of 
your  writings,   with  your  anfwers  about  them,   we  do 

"  charge 

*  The  commilTioners  were  Capt.  George  Cooke,  Lieut.  Hump.  Aiherton  and 
Edward  Johnfon,  who  had  alfo  military  commiliions  and  40  men  to  attend  them. 
Cooke  was  afterwards  a  colonel  in  the  wars  in  Ireland.         cJobnf»n. 

+  If  we  may  give  credit  to  Gorton's  account,  Mr-  Ward,  a  minifter,  came  to 
the  prifon  window  and  called  to  him  one  oi  the  prifouers  who  had  been  his 
neighbour  in  Eii'ex  in  England,  and  defired  him,  if  he  had  done  or  faid  any  thing 
He  could  with  good  confeience  renounce  that  he  would  recant,  and  probably  the 
court  would  be  merciful ;  and  added,  that  this  would  be  no  difparagementt  lor 
the  reverend  Mr.  Cotton  ordinarily  preacheth  that  publicly  one  year  that  the 
tt-xt  year  he  publicly  repents  of  before  the  congregation,  Sec.  Mr.  Window  in 
his  anfwer  will  not  allow  this  to  be  true.  This  Mr.  Ward  was  author  of  The 
Simple  Cobler  of  Agawam,  and  feveral  other  witty  performances.  The  ruling 
paffion  would  frequently  Ihew  itfelf  in  inftances  which  would  have  been  liable  to 
lbme  exception  in  thofe  days  of  great  gravity,  if  his  principles  had  not  been 
»rthodox»  and  his  general  behaviour  ferious  and  guarded.  Many  of  his  witty, 
facetious  terms  are  handed  down  to  polterity.  A  letter  of  his,  1  find  among  Mr. 
Cotton's  papers,  difcovers  ibmething  of  his  eaft  of  mind. 
««  Salutem  in  Xionoftro. 
««  Reverend  and  dear  friend. 

«'  I  was  yefterday  convented  before  the  bi'hop,  I  mean  to  his  court,  and  am 
adjourned  to  the  next  term.  I  fee  fuch  giants  turn  their  backs,  that  1  dare  not 
truft  my  own  weak  heart.  1  expect  meafure  hard  enough,  and  mud  furr.ilh 
apace  with  proportionable  armour.  I  lacke  a  friend  to  help  buckle  it  on.  I 
know  none  but  Chrilt  himfelf  in  all  our  coaft  fitt  to  help  me,  and  my  acquaint- 
ance with  him  is  hardly  enough  to  hope  for  that  affiftance  my  weak  fpirit  will 
.want,  and  the  alTaults  of  tentation  call  for.  I  pray  therefore  forget  me  not,  and 
believe  for  me  alio  if  there  be  fuch  a  piece  of  neighbourhood  among  Chriftians. 
And  fo  blefling  God  with  my  whole  heart  for  my  knowledge  of  you  and  unmer- 
ited interelt  in  you,  and  thanking  you  entirely  for  that  faithful  love  I  have  found 
from  you  in  many  expieffions  ot  the  belt  nature,  1  commit  you  to  the  unchange- 
able love  of  God  our  Father  in  his  fop  Jefus  Chrift,  in  whom  1  hope  to  reft  forever. 

Stondon  Mercy,  Your's  in  all  truth  of  heart, 

Dec.  ij,  1631.  Nathl.  Warde," 
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"  charge  you  to  be  a  blafphemous  enemy  of  the  taic  rcli- 
"  gion  of  our  Lord  Jeius  Chrift  and  his  holy  ordinances, 
"  and  alio  of  civil  authority  among  the  people  of  God,  and 
"  particularly  in  this  jurifdiction." 

Their  writings  were  produced  in  evidence  againft  them  ; 
and  they  explained  them  in  fucli  a  manner,  that  the  gov- 
ernor, Mr.  Winthrop,  faid  he  could  agree  with  them  in 
their  anfwer,  though  he  could  not  in  their  writings ;  but 
Mr.  Dudley  flood  up,  much  moved,  and  faid  he  would 
never  confent  to  it  whjle  he  lived,  that  they  were  one  with, 
them  in  thofe  anfvcrs.  The  eovernor  then  afked  Gorton, 
what  faith  was  ?  He  anfwered  in  the  words  of  the  apofile, 
that  faith  is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  ev- 
idence of  things  not  icon  :  the  governor  told  him  that  was 
true,  but  he  could  fay  more  of  faith  than  that.  He  defir- 
ed  to  be  excufed  ;  and  Mr.  Bradftreet  prudently  enough 
excepted  to  iuch  queftions,  unlefs  he  was  free  to  fpeak  to 
them,  and  thereupon  they  were  difmifled  and  remanded 
to  prifon.*  Their  fentences  were  cruel  Gorton  ordered 
to  be  confined  to  Charleftown,  there  to  be  kept  at  work, 
and  to  wear  fuch  bolts  and  irons  as  might  hinder  his  ef» 
cape  ;  and  if  he  broke  his  confinement,  or  by  fpecch  or 
writing  published  or  maintained  any  of  the  blaiphemous, 
abominable  herefies  wherewith  he  had  been  charged  by  the 
general  court,  or  mould  reproach  or  reprove  the  churches 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  thefe  united  colonies,  or  the 
civil  government,  &c.  that  upon  conviction  thereof  upon 
trial  by  a  jury,  he  fhould  fufler  death.-}-  The  reft  were 
confined  to  different  towns,  one  in  a  town,  and  upon  the 
fame  conditions  with  Gorton  ;  their  cattle  were  feiZed  and 
ordered  to  be  fold,  and  the  charge  of  fetching  them,  and 
the  cxpenfe  attending  the  trial  and  imprifonment,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  proceeds,  and  the  overplus  to  be  referved 
for  their  future  maintenance  during  their  confinement. J 

As 

*  Gorton. 

t  Gorton  fays,  they  call  a  lot  for  their  lives,  putting  it  to  the  major  vote  of  thq 
court  whether  they  lhould  live  or  die,  and  that  God  in  his  providence  ordered  it 
by  a  majority  of  two  votes  only  in  favour  of  their  lives. 

|  After  being  confined  one  winter,  they  were  hnnifhed  the  jurifdicYton,  and 
from  the  lands  purchafed  of  the  Indians,  upon  pain  of  death-  Gorton  foon  after 
went  to  England,  and  obtained  an  order  from  the  governor  in  chief,  the  lord  high, 
admiral  and  cemmifiioners  appointed  by  the  parliament  for  the  Englilh  plants 
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As  all  who  have  publifhed  any  thing  concerning  Gorton, 
except  Mr.  Calender  in  his  century  ferm'on,  let  him  in  an 

infamous 

tions  in  America,  directed  to  the  governor  and  afliftants  of  Mafiachufetts,  and 
to  all  other  governors  and  other  inhabitants  of  New-Fngland,  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  requiring  them  to  fuffer  Gorton  and  the  reft  quietly  to 
enjoy  their  lauds  in  Narraganlct  bay,  and  to  land  at  any  port  in  New-England 
in  their  way  thither,  &c.  This  order  was  fern  to  the  governor  b,y  Randall  Hol- 
den,  one  of  Gorton's  adherents,  who  with  others  arrived  at  Bofton  13th  Sept. 
1646.  Having  defiled  leave  to  land,  the  governor,  Mr.  Winthrop,  anfweved, 
that  he  could  not  give  them  leave  by  his  own  authority,  as  it  would  difpenfe 
with  an  order  of  the  general  court ;  but  the  council  being  to  meet  in  two  or  three 
days,  he  would  impart  the  order,  and  intimated  tiiat  he  Ihould  not  trouble  hfrn- 
felf  about  them  in  the  mean  time.  The  council  were  not  all  or  a  mind,  but  the 
majority  agreed  to  fuller  them  to  pats  quietly  for  the  prelent,  and  that  when  the 
court  met,  further  confederation  ihould  be  had  of  t heir  polleUing  the  land  they 
claimed.  The  court  thought  proper  to  fend  Mr.  lit  ward  Winilow  to  England, 
in  ouler  to  give  fatisfaction  to  the  commilfioners  tor  plantations.  He  carried 
with  him  a  lemonltrance  and  petition  againft  Gorton,  and  in  vindication  of  the 
colony  aliened  their  right  by  chatter  finally  to  determine  all  caufes  without  ad- 
mitting of  appeals  to  England,  and  alleged  that  the  lands  lay  in  Plymouth  colony, 
and  produced  an  act  ot'  the  commiffioners  ot  the  four  colonies,  of  which  Ply- 
mouth was  one,  itnpoweritig  Maffachufetts  to  proceed  as  they  thought  proper. 
The  commillioners  tor  plantations  in  their  anlwer  fay,  ■«  they  intended  not  to 
encourage  any  appeals  from  their  juftice,  which  it  might  be  very  inconvenient  to 
admit,  nor  to  reftrain  trie  bounds  of  their  jurifdiction  to  a  narrower compafs  ;  but 
they  fuppoled  Narraganfet  bay  (the  thing  in  queftion)  was  without  the  bounds 
of  their  patent ;  but  as  they  had  received  advertifement  that  the  place  was  within 
the  patent  of  New-Plymouth,  and  the  ground  of  their  proceedings  was  a  joint 
authority  from  the  four  governments  of  Mafl'achufetts,  Plymouth,  Connecticut 
and  New-Haven,  if  thei'e  things  ihould  be  proved  it  would  much  alter  the  ftate 
of  the  qucltion  ;  but  at  that  diltance  thefe  points  could  not  be  fettled,  and  mud 
fee  left  to  be  determined  upon  the  place  if  there  Ihould  be  occalion,  for  there  the 
boundaries  would  be  belt  known  ;  and  if  it  Ihould  appear  that  the  faid  tract  was 
within  any  of  the  New-England  patents,  they  ihould  leave  the  fame  and  the  in- 
habitants thereof  to  the  jurifdiction  of  that  government  under  which  they  fell ; 
nevenhelefs,  inafmuch  as  the  petitioners  had  tranfplanted  their  families  thither, 
and  fettled  at  great  charge,  they  commend  it  to  the  government  within  whole 
jurifdiction  they  (hall  a,ppear  to  be,  not  only  not  to  remove  them  from  the 
plantations,  but  alfo  to  encourage  them  with  protection  and  afliftance,  and  in  all 
fit  ways,  whilft  they  Ihould  demean  themfelves  peaceably,  &c. "         Hubbard. 

Gorton  came  again  to  Bofton  in  the  fpring  ot  1648.  The  court  upon  his  ar- 
rival ordered  that  he  Ihould  be  apprehended  ;  but,  producing  a  letter  from  the 
Earl  of  Warwick  defiling  that  he  might  have  liberty  to  return  home,  the  court 
recalled  the  order,  and  gave  him  a  week's  liberty  to  provide  for  his  departure. 

After  this  time  the  Gortonifts  confidered  how  to  make  their  peace ;  and  mak- 
ing their  application  in  fober  language,  they  remained  unmolelted,  and  quietly 
enjoyed  their  polfellions  at  Showamet,  to  which,  in  honour  to  their  patron  and 
benefactor,  they  gave  the  name  of  Warwick,  which  it  retains  to  this  day  ;  and 
the  poftenty  of  leveral  of  them  are  perlons  of  reputation  and  cfteem  in  that 
colony. 

Gorton  publifhed  an  account  of  his  fufferings.  Mr.  Window,  the  agent  for 
MalTachufetts,  anfwered  him.  In  1665  he  preferred  his  petition  to  the  commif- 
fioners fent  ever  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  for  recompence  for  the  wrongs 
done  him  by  Mafl'achufetts,  alleging  that  befides  his  other  fufferings  he  and  his 
friends  had  80  head  of  cattle  taken  and  fold.  MalTachufetts,  in  their  anlwer, 
charge  him  with  heretical  tenets  both  in  religion  and  civil  government,  and  with 
an  unjuft  pofieffion  of  the  Indian  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  colonies  for  the  fake 
'jf  disturbing  their  peace  ;    and  add,   that   the   goods  which  they  feized  did  not 

amount 
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infamous  light,  it  will  be  but  juft  to  publifh  a  letter  which' 
he  wrote  to  Mr.  Morton  in  1669,  vindicating  himfelf  from 
the  charges  againft  him  in  New-England's  Memorial, 
which  was  firft  printed  in  that  year.* 

The  dangers  to  which  the  colonies  in  New-England 
were  expofed  from  domeftic  and  foreign  enemies  firfl  in- 
duced them  to  think  of  an  alliance  and  confederacy  for 
their  mutual  defence  and  fafety.  Thofe  of  Aquidnick,  or 
Rhode-ftland,  were  willing  enough  to  have  joined  with  the 
feft,  but  Mafiachufetts  refufed  to  admit  commifiioners 
from  that  colony  to  treat  with  the  commifTioners  from  the 
reft,  upon  the  terms  of  the  agreement.  The  other  four' 
fettled  articles  of  confederation,  May  19,  1643.  They 
have  been  publiihed  at  large  by  Doctor  Mather,  Mr, 
Neale,  &c.  and  are  in  fubftance  as  follows  : 

The  united  colonies  of  New-England,  viz.  Maffachu^ 
fetts,  Plymouth,  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  enter  into 
a  firm  and  perpetual  league,  offenfive  and  defensive. 

Each  colony  to  retain  a  diftinct  and  feparate  jurifdic- 
tion,  no  two  colonies  to  join  in  one  juriidiction  without 
the  confent  of  the  whole,  and  no  other  colony  to  be  re- 
ceived into  the  confederacy,  without  the  like  confent. 

The  charge  of  all  wars,  olfeniive  or  defenfive,  to  be 
borne  in  proportion  to  the  male  inhabitants  between  16 
and  60  years  of  age  in  each  colony. 

Upon  notice  from  three  magiftrates  of  any  colony,  of  an 
invafion,  the  reft  mall  immediately  fend  aid,  Maffachufetts 
100,  and  each  of  the  other  45  men  ;  and  if  a  greater  num- 
ber be  neceflary,  the  commifiioners  to  meet  and  determine 
upon  it. 

Two  commifiioners  from  each  government,  being  church 
members,  to  meet  annually  the  firft  Monday  in  Septem- 
ber ;  the  firtt  meeting  to  be  held  at  Bofton,  then  at  Hart^ 
ford,  New-Haven  and  Plymouth,  and  fo  yearly  in  that  or- 
der, faving  that  two  meetings  fuccefiively  be  held  at 
Bofton. 

All 

amount  to  the  charge  of  their  profecution  ;  but  they  do  not  fuflfkiently  vindicate 
their  feizme  their  perfons  or  goods  without  the  limits  of  their  jurifdiction,  and 
conclude  with  hoping  that  his  Majclly  will  tXcufe  any  circuuiftanual  error  i& 
their  i>r-'ceeding?j  &c. 

*  Appendix,  No.  2©, 
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All  matters  wherein  fix  (hall  agree  to  be  binding  upon 
the  whole  ;  and  if  there  be  a  majority,  but  under  fix,  the 
matter  in  queftion  to  be  referred  to  the  general  court  of 
each  colony,  and  not  to  be  obligatory,  unlefs  the  whole 
agree  to  it. 

A  prefident  for  preferving  order,  to  be  chofen  by  the 
commifiioners  each  year  out  of  their  number. 

The  commifiioners  In  all  have  power  to  eliablifh  laws  or 
rules,  of  a  civil  nature  and  of  general  concern,  for  the  con- 
duel;  of  the  inhabitants,  viz.  relative  to  their  behaviour  to- 
wards the  Indians,  to  fugitives  from  one  colony  to  another, 
and  the  like. 

No  colony  to  engage  in  war,  except  upon  a  fudden  exi- 
gency, and  in  that  cafe  to  be  avoided  as  much  as  poflible, 
without  the  confent  of  the  whole. 

If  a  meeting  be  fummoned  upon  any  extraordinary  oc- 
cafion,  and  the  whole  number  of  commifiioners  do  not 
atfemble,  any  four  who  (hall  meet  may  determine  upon  a 
war  when  the  cafe  will  not  admit  of  delay,  and  fend  for  the 
agreed  proportion  of  men  out  of  each  jurisdiction  ;  but  not 
lets  than  fix  fliall  determine  the  juflice  of  the  war,  or  have 
power  to  fettle  bills  of  charges  or  make  levies  for  the  fame. 

If  any  colony  break  any  article  of  the  agreement,  or  any 
ways  injure  another  colony,  the  matter  (hall  be  considered 
and  determined  by  the  commifiioners  of  the  other  colonies. 

Thefe  articles  were  ratified  by  MafTachufetts,  Connecti- 
cut and  New-Haven,  May  19,  1643.  Plymouth  com- 
mifiioners had  not  then  full  powers,  but  they  acceded  at 
the  firit  meeting  for  bufinefs  September  7th  following. 

This  confederacy  had  been  in  agitation  for  feveral  years. 
In  1638  articles  were  drawn  up,  which  were  referred  until 
1639.  Mr.  Haynes  and  Mr.  Hooker  from  Connecticut 
tarried  feveral  weeks  in  MafTachufetts,  foliciting  it.  They 
had  reafon  to  expect  trouble  from  the  Dutch,  who  kept  a 
trading  houfe  at  Hartford  after  that  place  was  under  the 
jurifdi&ion  of  Connecticut  ;  and  broils  frequently  hap- 
pened there,  and  the  Dutch  at  Manhadoes  were  ready  to 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  leaft  breach  or  alienation  be- 
tween the  colonies  ;  but  by  reafon  of  feveral  obftructions. 
from  time  to  time,  nothing  could  be  perfected  until  1643, 

when 
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when  commifTioners  came  from  all  the  feveral  colonies  to 
Bofton  whilft  the  general  court  was  fitting,  viz.  Mr.  Haynes 
and  Mr.  Hopkins  from  Hartford,  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr. 
Grigfcn  from  New-Haven,  befides  Mr.  Fenwick  the  gov- 
ernor of  Saybrook  fort,  Mr.  Winflow  and  Mr.  Collier  from 
Plymouth.  Mafiachufetts  appointed  Mr.  Winthrop,  Mr. 
Dudley  and  Mr.  Bradilreet,  of  the  magiftrates  ;  Mr. 
Hawthorne,  Mr.  Gibbons  and  Mr.  Tyng,  of  the  deputies.* 
About  this  time  much  divifion  and  difturbance  in 
the  colony  was  occalioned  by  the  French  of  Acadie  and 
Nova-Scotia.  It  is  neceiiary  to  look  back  upon  the  ftate 
of  thofe  countries.  After  Argall  difpoflefled  the  French, 
in  1613,  they  feem  to  have  been  negle&ed  both  by  Englifh 

and 

*  This  union  fubfifted,  with  fome  alterations,  until  the  year  1686,  when  all 
the  charters  were  in  effect  vacated  by  a  commiflion  from  King  James  the  Second. 
For  many  years,  commiflioners  met  annually  in  September,  and  occafioiiaily 
at  other  times.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  union  the  meetings  were  triennial.  A 
fpecial  and  principal  part  of  their  bufinefs,  after  the  rirft  years,  was  the  care  of 
gofpclizing  the  Indians.  The  fociety  eftablifhed  by  the  parliament  for  propagat- 
ing the  gofpel  in  New- England  among  the  Indians,  of  which  we  fliall  hereafter 
take  further  notice,  made  the  commiifioners  their  correfpondents  and  agents  for 
difpenfing  the  charitable  donations  ;  and  after  the  grant  of  a  new  charter  by  King 
Charles  the  Second,  the  fame  powers  and  truft  were  continued.  A  particular  ac- 
count of  all  their  proceedings  in  this  capacity  is  preserved  in  their  records.  This 
confederacy  was  acknowledged  and  countenanced  by  the  authority  in  England, 
from  its  beginning  until  the  reftoration  ;  and  in  letters  from  King  Charles  the 
Second,  notice  is  taken  of  it,  without  any  exception  to  the  eftablifhment. 

July  23,  1643,  a  veffel  of  about  too  tons  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick  ar- 
rived at  Bofton  from  Trinidada,  in  order  to  tranfport  paffengers  to  people  the 
ifland.  but  none  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  remove.  One  Ctiaddock,  fon  to  th* 
governor  of  Bermudas,  was  commander  of  this  Ihip.  He  was  a  loofe,  profligate 
man,  and  had  a  crew  like  himfclf.  Five  or  fix  of  them  were  blown  up  by  two 
barrels  of  powder  taking  fiie  in  the  pinnace  where  they  were,  near  the  caftle. 
Some  time  after  ftrange  tights  were  feen  about  the  caftle  and  at  Governor's  Ifland, 
in  form  like  a  man,  carting  out  flame  and  fparks  of  fire  ;  and  a  voice  was  heard 
in  feveral  parts  of  the  harbour,  crying,  boy  boy  come  away  come  away;  of  all 
which  divers  foher  perfons  were  eye  and  ear  witnefi'es,  and  thefe  lights  u.id  noi.e 
were  fupppfed  to  have  a  fpecial  reference  to  the  place  where  the  pinnace  was 
blown  up.     One  of  the  men  it  was  laid  had  been  acquainted  with  the  black  art. 

From  manufcripts  and  printed  accounts  I  could  collect  as  many  prodigies  in  one 
part  of  the  country  and  another,  at  different  times,  as  would  fill  a  fmall  volume. 
Guns  fired  in  the  air,  great  quantities  of  clay  calt  up  in  form  of  bullets  out  of  the 
earth,  and  the  like  ;  but  1  lhall  take  no  notice  of  any  other  than  this,  which  ij 
related  by  one  of  the  bell  hiftorianST  with  great  ferioufnefs,  as  if  he  had  no  doubt 
i>f  the  truth  of  it.  This  turn  of  mind  was  not  peculiar  at  this  time  to  the  people 
of  New- England  :  it  was  prevalent  in  England-  If  the  New-Englanders  exceed- 
ed, the  new  fcenes  they  had  juft  entered  upon  may  in  fome  meafure  account  for  it. 
They  had  an  ocean  a  thoufand  leagues  in  extent  between  them  and  all  the  de- 
li  ;hts  of  life  which  they  had  once  enjoyed.  On  their  backs  they  had  a  wildernefs 
Without  limits.  As  ioon  as  it  was  dark  their  ears  werefTiled  with  the  toaring  of 
Wolves  and  other  lavage  beafts  ;  or,  which  was  much  worfe,  the  yells  of  lavage 
men.  Where  there  was  any  gloom  upon  tlic  mind,  fucfa  a  fceue  muft  tend  to  ir» 
creafe  it.  f  Hubbard. 
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and  French  until  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alexander  iri 
1 62 1.  That  he  made  attempts  and  began  fettlements  in 
Nova-Scotia,  has  always  been  allowed  ;  the  particular 
voyages  we  have  no  account  of.  it  appears  from  Cham- 
plain,*  that  many  French  had  joined  with  the  Englilh  or 
Scotch,  and  adhered  to  their  intereft.  Among  the  reft 
La  Tour  was  at  Fort  Royal  in  1630,  where  out  of  {event y 
Scots  thirty  had  died  the  winter  before  from  their  bad 
accommodations.  La  Tour,  willing  to  be  iafe,  let  the  title 
be  in  which  it  would,  Engiiih  or  French,  procured  from 
the  French  King  a  grant'  of  the  river  St.  John>  and  five 
leagues  above  and  five  below,  and  ten  leagues  into  the 
country  ;  this  was  in  1 6 2. 7 . -|~  At  the  fame  time  he  was 
connected  with  the  Scotch,  and  firft  obtained  leave  to  im- 
prove lands  and  build  within  the  territory  ;  and  then,  about 
the  year  1630,  purchafed  Sir  William  Alexander's  title. 
La  Tour's  title  is  faid  to  have  been  confirmed  to  him  un- 
der the  great  feal  of  Scotland, |  and  that  he  obtained  alfo 
a  grant  of  a  baronetage  of  Nova-Scotia.  Penobfcot  and 
all  the  country  weftward  and  fouthward  was  at  this  time  in 
the  pofTeffion  of  the  Engiiih. 

In  1632  La  Tour  obtained  from  the  French  King  a 
grant  of  the  river  and  bay  of  St.  'Croix,  and  iflands  and 
lands  adjacent,  twelve  leagues  upon  the  .fea  and  twenty 
leagues  into  the  land.j|  By  the  treaty  of  St.  Germain?  the 
fame  year,  Acadie  was  relinquished  bv  the  Engiiih,  and 
La  Tour  became  dependent  upon  the  French  alone.  In 
1634  he  obtained  a  grant  of  the  Me  of  Sables,  another  of 
ten  leagues  upon  the  lea  and  ten  into  the  land  at  La  Have, 
another  of  Port  Royal  the  fame  extent,  and  the  like  at 
Menis,  with  all  adjacent  iflands  Included  in  each  grant, 
Razilly  had  the  general  command,  who  appointed  Mon- 
fieur  D'AuIney  de  Charnify.  his  Lieutenant  of  that  part  of 

Acadie 

*  p.  aS}. 

+  This  appears  from  a  lift  of  the  feveral  grants  made  to  La  Tour,  communi- 
cated to  governor  Powna!  by  Monfieur  L>'£i.i.en:ont,  a  very  ancient  French-  in- 
habitant of  Acadici  defcended  from  La  Tour>  ana  who  was  removed  to  Holloa  in 
1756,  and  died  in  a  few  years  alter. 

+  Hubbard.     It  is  probable  the  .cafe  was  not  juft  as  reprefervted.     King  Charles 
in  1625  confirmed  Alexander's  grant,  undo;  whom  La  Tour  iettled. 
||  The  French  commiflarics  ipeak  of  this  grant  as  made  to  Razilly. 
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Acadie  weft  of  St.  Groix,  and  La  Tour  of  that  eaft.  In 
confequence  of  this  divifion  D'Aulney  came,  as  has  been 
related,  and  difpoffefTed  the  Englifh  at  Penobicot  in  the 
year  1635.  Razilly  died  foon  after,  and  D'Aulney  and 
La  Tour  both  claimed  a  general  command  of  Acadie,  and 
made  war  upon  one  another.  D'Aulney,  by  the  French 
King's  letter  to  him  in  1638,  was  ordered  to  confine  hinir 
ielf  to  the  coaft  of  the  Etechemir.s,  which  in  all  his  writings 
he  makes  to  be  a  part  of  Acadi-e.  La  Tour's  principal  fort 
was  at  St.  John's.  As  their  chief  views  were  the  trade 
with  the  natives,  being  fo  near  together,  there  was  a  con- 
front claihing  of  interefi.  In  November  1-641  La  Touf 
fent  Rochet,  a  protefcant  of  Rochel,  to  Bofton  from  St, 
Tohn's,  with  propofals  for  a  free  trade  between  the  two 
colonies,  and  dellring  afiiflance  againft  D'Aulney  ;  but  not 
having  fuflkient  credentials,-  the  governor  and  council  de- 
clined any  treaty,  and  he  returned.  The  next  year,  Octo- 
ber 6,  there  came  to  Bofton  a  lhallop  frcm  La  Tour,  with 
his  Lieutenant  and  14  men,  with  letters  full  of  compli- 
ment, defiring  aid  to  remo\e  D'Aulney  from  Penobicot, 
find  renewing  the  propofal  of  a  free  trade.  They  returned 
without  any  afiurance  of  what  was  principally  dcfired  ;  but 
Jbrae  merchants  of  Bofton  fent  a  pinnace  after  them,  t9 
trade  with  La  Tour  at  the  river  St.  John.  They  met  with 
good  encouragement,  and  brought  letters  to  the  governor 
containing  a  large  ftate  of  the  controverfy  between  D'Aul- 
ney and  La  Tour  ;  but  flopping  at  Pemaquid  in  their  way 
home,  they  found  D'Aulney  upon  a  vifit  there,  who  wrote 
t©  the  governor,  and  fent  him  a  prmted  copy  of  an  arret 
he  had  obtained  from  France  againft  La  Tour,  and  threat- 
ened that  if  any  veficls  came  to  La  Tour  he  would  make 
prize  of  them,  The  next  fummer  (June  12)  La  Tour 
Limfelf  came  to  Bolton  in  a  fhip,  with  140  perfons  aboard, 
the  mafler  and  crew  being  protcflants  of  Rochel.  They 
took  a  pilot  out  of  a  Bofton  vefTel  at  fea,  and  coming  into 
the  harbour  fa'w  a  boat  with  Mr.  Gibbon's  lady  and  family, 
who  were  going  to  his  farm.  One  of  the  Frenchmen  who 
had  been  entertained  at  the  houfe  knew  her ;  and  a  boat 
being  manned  to  invite  her  aboard,  (lie  fled  to  Governor's- 
Ifland  and  the  Frenchmen  after  her,  where  they  found  the 

governor 
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governor  and  his  family,  who  were  all  greatly  furprifed,  as 
was  the  whole  colony,  when  they  heard  the  news  ;  *  for  had 
it  been  an  enemy,  he  might  not  only  have  fecured  the  gov- 
ernor's perfon,  but  taken  pofleffion  of  the  caflle  Qppofite  to 
the  ifland,  there  not  being  a  flngle  man  at  that  time  to 
defend  the  place.  -}*  La  Tour  acquainted  the  governor, 
that  this  fhip,  coming  from  France  with  fupplies  for  his 
fort,  found  it  blocked  up  by  D' Aulney  his  old  enemy,  and 
he  was  now  come  to  Bofton  to  pray  aid  to  remove  him. 
La  Tour  had  cleared  up  his  conduel  fo  as  to  obtain  a  per-- 
million  under  the,  hands  of  the  vice-admiral  and  grand 
prior,  &c.  for  this  (hip  to  bring  fupplies  to  him,  and  in  the, 
permiflion  he  was  ftyled  the  King's  Lt.  General  in  Acadie. 
He  produced  alio  letters  from  the  agent  of  the  company  in 
France,  advifing  him  to  look  to  himfelf  and  to  guard  againft 
the  defigns  of  D' Aulney.  The  governor  called  together  fuch 
of  the  magistrates  and  deputies  as  were  near  the  town,  and 
laid  before  them  La  Tour's  requeft.  They  could  not, 
confident  with  the  articles  they  had  juft  agreed  to  with  the 
other  governments,  grant  aid  without  their  advice  ;  but 
they  did  not  think  it  necelfary  to  hinder  any  who  were 
willing  to  be  hired  from  aiding  him,  which  he  took  very 
thankfully  ;  but  fome  being  difpleafed  with  thefe  concef- 
fions,  the  governor  called  a  fecond  meeting,  where,  upon  a 
more  full  debate,  the  firft  opinion  was  adhered  tp.|  La 
Tour  hired  four  ihips  of  force,  and  took  70  or  80  volun- 
teers into  his  pay,  with  which  afliftance  he  was  fafely  landed. 

at 

*  The  town  was  fo  furprifed,  that  they  were  all  immediately  in  arms;  and 
three  lhallops  filled  with  armed  men  weie  fent  to  guard  the  governor  home. 

+  This  occafioned  new  regulations  for  the  better  fecvirity  of  the  place.  The 
caftle  was  rebuilt  in  1644.  at  the  charge  of  the  fix  neighbouring  towns.      John/on. 

%  Some  of  the  m^giftrates,  deputies  and  elders  were  much  grieved  at  this  pro- 
ceeding. A  remonitrance  to  the  governor  was  drawn  up  and  figned  by  Mr. 
Saltonftall,  Mr.  Bradftreet,  and  Mr  Symonds  of  the  magilirates,  and  Mr.  Nath. 
Ward,  Ezekiel  Rogers,  Nathaniel  R  gers  and  John  Norton  of  the  elders,  wherein 
they  condemn  the  proceeding  as  impolitic  and  unjuft,  and  fet  forth.  "  that  they 
Ihould  expofe  their  trade  to  the  lavages  ot  D' Aulney,  and  perhaps  the  whole  col- 
ony to  the  refentment  of  the  French  Kiug,  who  would  not  be  impoled  upon  by 
the  diftiuction  of  permitting  and  commanding  force  to  aflilt  La  Tour  ;  that  they 
had  no  fufftcient  evidence  of  the  jufticeof  his  caufe,  and  in  can/a  dubia,  beilum 
n«n  efi  fnfeipifrtdum  ;  that  La  Tour  was  a  papift,  attended  by  ptiefts,  friars,  &c 
and  ttiat  they  were  in  the  cafe  of  Jdioihaphat  who  joined  wich  Ahao  an  idolater, 
which  ac\  was  exprefshy  condemned  in  icripture.  Manufcrift  letter*  and  original 
pftpers. 
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at  his  fort ;  and  D'Aulney  fled  to  Penobfcot,  where  be  ran 
his  veflels  alhore  ;    and  although  the  commander  of  the 
mips  refufed  to  attack  him,  yet  fome  of  the  foldiers  joined 
with  La  Tour's  men  in  an  affault  upon  fome  of  D'AuI- 
ney's  men  who  had  intrenched  themfelves,  but  were  obliged 
to  betake  themfelves  to  flight,  having  three  of  their  num- 
ber  flain.     The  fhips  returned  in  about  two  months  with- 
out any  lofs.     The  governor  excufed  the  proceeding  to 
D'Aulney  as  not  having  interested  himfelf  in  the  quarrel 
between  them,  but  only  permitted  La  Tour  in  his  di'ftrefs; 
as  the  laws  of  chriftianity  and  humanity  required,  to  hire 
ihips  and  men  for  his  money,  without  any  commiffion  or 
authority  derived  from   the   government   of  the  colony. 
D'Aulney  went  to  France,  and  being  expected  to  return 
the  next  lummer,  1644,  with  a  great  force,  La  Tour  came 
again  to  Boflon,  and  went  from  thence  to  Mr.  Endicot, 
who  was  then  governor  and  lived  at  Salem,    and  who  ap- 
pointed a  meeting  of  magistrates  and  minifters  to  confider 
his  requeft.     Moil  of  the  magiflrates  were  of  opinion  that 
he  ought  to  be  relieved  as  a  diltrelied  neighbour,  and  in 
point  of  prudence,  to  prevent  lb  dangerous  an  enemy  as 
D'Aulney  from  Strengthening  himfelf  in  their  neighbour- 
hood ;    but  it  was  finally  agreed,  that  a  fetter  mould  be 
wrote  to  D'Aulney,  to  inquire  the  reafon  of  his  having 
granted  commifTions  to  take  their  people,  and  to  demand 
fatisfaction  for  the  wrong  he  had  done  to  them  and  their 
confederates  in  taking  Penobfcot,  and  in  making  prize  of 
their  men  and  goods  at  the  Ifle  of  Sables  ;  at  the  fame  time 
intimating,  that  although  thofe  people  who  went  the  laft 
year  with  La  Tour  had  no  commiflion,  yet  if  D'Aulney 
could  make  it  appear  they  had  done  him  any  wrong  (which 
they  knew  nothing  of)  fatisfaction  mould  be  made  ;    and 
they  expected  he  ihould  call  in  all  his  commifTions,  and 
required    his    anfwer  by  the  bearer.      They  likewife  ac- 
quainted him,    that  their  merchants  had  entered  into  a 
trade  with  La  Tour,  which  they  were  refolved  to  fupport 
them  in.     La  Tour,  being  able  to  obtain  nothing  further, 
returned  to  his  fort. 

Some  of  the  province  of  Maine  going  this  fummer  (1644) 
from  Saco  to  trade  with  La  Tour,  or  to  get  in  their  debts, 

put 
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put  in  at  Penobfcot  in  their  way,  and  were  detained  pri- 
Toners  a  few- days  ;  but. for  the  fake  of  Mr.  Shurt  of  Pema- 
quid,  one  of  the  company,  who  was  well  known  to  D'Aul- 
ney,  they  were  releafed.  La  Tour  afterwards  prevailed 
upon  Mr.  Wannerton,  another  of  the  company,  to  attempt 
with  about  twenty  of  La  Tour's  men  to  take  Penobfcot, 
for  they  heard  the  fort  was  weakly  manned  and  in  want  of 
victuals.  They  went  firft  to  a  farm  houfe  of  D'Aulriey's, 
about  fix  miles  from  the  fort.  They  burned  the  houfe 
and  killed  the  cattle  ;  but  Wannerton  being  killed  at  the 
doorv  the  reft  of  them  came  to  Bofton. 

In  September,  letters  were  received  from  D'Aulney,  in- 
forming that  his  matter  the  King  of  France,  underftanding 
that  the  aid  allowed  to  La  Tour  the  laft  year  by  MafTa- 
chufetts  was  procured  by  means  of  a  commiflion  which  he 
fliewed  from  the  vice  admiral   of  France,    had  given  in 
charge  that  they  fhould  not  be  molefted,  but  good  corres- 
pondence mould  be  kept  with  them  and  all .  the  Engliih, 
and  that,  as  foon  as  he  had  fettled  fome  affairs,  lie  intend- 
ed to  let  them  know  what  further  commiffion  he  had,  &c. 
Soon  after,  he  fent  a  commiffioner,  funnofed  to  be  a  friar, 
but  drefled  in  a  lay  habit,  with  ten  men  to  attend  him, 
with  credentials  and  a  commiflion  under  the  great  feal  of 
France,  and  a  copy  of  fome  late  proceedings  againft  La 
Tour,  who  was  profcribed  as  a  rebel  and  traitor,  having 
fled  out  of  France  againft  fpecial  order.     The  governor 
and  magiftrates  urged  much  a' reconciliation  with  La  Tour, 
but  to  no  purpofe.     La  Tour  pretended  to  be  a  Hugue- 
not, or  at  leaft  to  think  favourably  of  that  religion  ;  and 
this  gave  him  a  preference,  in  the  efteem  of  the  colony,  to 
D'Aulney  ;  but  as  D'Aulney  feemed  to  be  eflablifhed  in 
his  authority,  upon  propofals  being  made  by  him  of  peace 
and  friendship,  the  following  articles  were  concluded  upon, 
viz. 
"  The  agreement  between  John  Endicot,  Efq.  governor  of 
"  New-England,  and  the  reft  of  the  magiftrates  there, 
"  and    Monfieur   Marie,   commiffioner   of   Monfieur 
"  D'Aulney,  knt.  governor  and  lieut.  general  for  his 
"  Majefty  the  King  of  France  in  Acadie,  a  province  of 
"  New-France,  made  and  ratified  at  Bofton  in  the  Ma!. 
"  fachuletts  aforefaid,  October  3,  1 644.  "  THE 
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"  THE  governor  and  all  the  reft  of  the  magiftrates  do 
f  promife  to  Mr.  Marie,  that  they  and  all  the  reft  of  the 
•*'  Englifh  within  the  jurifdiction  of  the  MaiTachufetts  fhall 
"  obferve  and  keep  firm  peace  with  Monf.  D'  Aulney,  &c. 
"  and  all  the  French  under  his  command  in  Acadie.  And 
"  likewife  the  faid  M.  Marie  doth  promife,  in  the  behalf 
"  of  Monf.  D'Aulney,  that  he  and  all  his  people  fhall  alfo 
."  keep  firm  peace  with  the  governor  and  magiftrates  afore- 
"  faid,  and  with  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  jurifdiction  of 
f*  the  MaiTachufetts  aforefaid  ;  and  that  it  fhall  be  lawful 
"  for  all  men,  both  the  French  and  Englilh,  to  trade  with 
fl  each  other,  fo  that  if  any  occafion  ofofTence  fhould  hap- 
"  pen,  neither  part  fhall  attempt  any  thing  againft  the 
"  other  in  any  hoftile  manner,  until  the  wrong  be  firft  de- 
"  clared  and  complained  of  and  due  fatisfa&ion  not  given. 
"  Provided  always,  the  governor  and  magiftrates  aforefaid 
"  be  not  bound  to  reftrain  their  merchants  from  trading 
"  with  their  ftjips  with  any  pcrfons,  whether  French  or 
"  others,  wherefoever  they  dwell.  Provided  alfo,  that  the 
"  full  ratification  and  conclufion  o(  this  agreement  be  re- 
"  ferred  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  commiflioners  of  the 
"  united  colonies  of  New-England  for  the  continuation  or 
"  abrogation,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  remain  firm  and 
"  inviolable." 

Tins  agreement  freed  the  people  from  the  fears  they 
were  under  of  ravages  upon  their  fmall  vefiels  and  out 
plantations.  La  Tour  was  fuffered  to  hire  a  veilel  to  carry 
a  fupply  of  provifions  to  his  fort,  which  veilel  he  took 
Hinder  his  convoy,  and  returned  home.*  », 

*  The  agreement  made  with  D'Aulney  was  afterwards  ratified  by  the  commif- 
fionefs  of  the  united  colonie  ,  but  he  proved  a  very  trou'alefome  neighbour  not- 
■withftan  ting  In  164.5,  he  made  prize  of  a  veffel  belonging  tothe  merchants  of 
Bolton  going  10  La  Tour  with  provifions,  and  lent  the  men  home,  after  he  had 
ftripped  them  of  their  clothes  and  kept  litem  ten  days  upon  an  ifland  in  a  fmall 
old  boat  without  either  compafs  to  Ueer  by,  or  gun  to  defend  themfelves.  The 
governor  and  council  difpatched  away  a  veilel  with  letters  to  expoftulate  with 
him  upon  this  action,  complaining  of  it  as  a  breach  of  the  articles,  and  requiring 
Satisfaction  ;  but  he  Wrote  baik  in  very  high  and  lofty  language,  and  threatened 
jln-m  with  the  effects  of  his  matter's  difpleafure.  They  replied  to  D'Aulney. 
that  they  were  not  afraid  of  any  thing  he  could  do  to  them,  and  as  for  his  matter 
they  knew  he  was  a  mighty  prince,  but  they  hoped  he  wasjult  as  well  as  mighty, 
and  that  he  would  not  fall  upon  them  without  hearing  their  caufe,  and  if  he 
fhould  do  it,  they' had  a  God  in  whom  to  tiuft  when  all  other  help  failed.  With 
thi*  (hip  D'Aulney  made  ;n  attempt  the  fame  year  upon  La  Tour's  fort  while  he 
Was  abfents  having  left  only  50  men  in  it ;  but  his  lady  bravely  defended  it,  and 

D'Aulney 
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Mr.  Endicot  was  this  year  (1644)  cbofen  governor,  and 
Mr.  Winthrop  deputy  governor.    Mr.  Pynchon,  who,  liv- 
ing 

D'Aulney  returned  clifappointed,  and  charged  MafTachnfetts  with  breach  of  cove- 
nant in  entertaining  La  Tour  and  fending  home  his  lady.  They  excufed  them- 
i'elvcs  in  a  letter  by  replying,  that  La  Tour  had  hired  three  London  lhips  which 
lay  in  the  harbou".  To  this  letter  D'Aulney  refufed  at  firft  to  return  any  anfwer, 
and  refufed  to  fuller  the  meffenger,  Capt.  Allen,  to  come  within  his  fort,  but  at 
length  wrote  in  a  high  (train,  demanding  fatisfaction  for  his  mill  which  had  been 
burnt,  and  threatening  revenge.  When  the  commiffioners  met  in  September, 
they  agreed  to  fend  Capt.  Bridges  to  him  with  the  articles  of  peace  ratified  by 
them,  and  demanding  a  ratification  from  him  under  his  own  hand.  D'Aulney  en- 
tertained their  mefl'enger  with  courtefy  and  all  the  ftate  he  could,  but  refufed  to 
iign  the  articles  until  the  differences  between  them  were  compofed  ;  and  wrote 
back,  that  he  perceived  their  drift  was  to  gain  time,  whereas,  if  their  melTengers 
had  been  furnilhed  with  power  to  have  treated  with  him  and  concluded  about 
their  differences,  he  doubted  not  all  might  have  been  compofed,  for  he  flood  more 
upon  his  honour  than  his  intereft,  and  he  would  fit  fiill  until  thefpring  expecting 
their  anfwer.  The  general  court,  upon  considering  .this  anfwer,  refolved  to  fend 
the  deputy  governor,  Mr.  Dudley,  Major  Denifon  and  Gapt.  Hawthorn,  with  full 
powers  to  treat  and  determine,  and  wroje  to  D'Aulney  acquainting  him  with 
their  refolution,  and  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  place  he  deiired,  viz.  Penobfcot 
or  Pentagoet,  and  referred  the  time  to  him,  provided  it  fhould  be  in  the  month  of 
■September.  This  was  oppofed  by  fome  as  too  great  a  condefcenfion,  and  they 
would  have  had  him  come  to  the  Englifh  fettlement  at  Pemaquid,  but  his  com- 
mifllon  of  lieutenant-general  for  the  King  of  Fiance  was  thought  by  others  to 
carry  fo  mnch  dignity  with  it  that  it  would  be  no  dishonour  to  the  colony  to  go 
to  his  own  houfe  ;  but  it  lcems  he  was  too  good  a  hufband  to  put  himfelf  to  the 
expenfe  of  entertaining  the  meflengers,  and  wrote  in  anfwer  that  he  perceived 
they  were  now  in  earned  and  defired  peace,  as  he  did  alio  for  his  part,  and  that 
he  thought  himfelf  highly  honoured  hy  their  vote  to  fend  fo  many  of  their  prin- 
cipal men  to  him,  but  defired  he  might  fpare  them  the  labour  and  he  would  i'twd 
two  or  three  of  his  to  Boftor;  in  Augult  following  (1646)  to  hear  and  determine, 
ice.  On  the  20th  of  September,  Mellis.  Marie,  Lewis,  and  D'Aulney 's  fecietary, 
arrived  at  Bofton  in  a  fmall  pinnace,  and  it  being  Lord's  day  two  officers  were 
lent  to  receive  them  at  the  water  fide  a«d  to  conduct  them  to  their  lodgings  with- 
out any  noife,  and  alter  the  public  worlhip  was  over  the  governor  lent  Majo.r 
Gibbons  with  ether  gentlemen  and  a  guard  of  muleteers  to  attend  them  to  his 
houfe,  where  they  were  entertained.  The  next  morning  they  began  upon  buii- 
nefs,  and  every  day  dined  in  public,  and  were  conducted  morning  and  evening  to 
and  from  the  place  of  treaty  with  great  ceremony.  Great  injuries  were  alleged 
on  both  fides,  and  alter  fcveral  days  fpent,  an  amnefty  was  agreed  upon.  One 
Capt.  Cromwell  had  taken  in  the  Weft-Indies  a  rich  fedar.  made  lor  the  viceroy 
of  Mexico,  which  he  gave  to  Mr.  Winthrop  :  this  was  fent  as  a  pr^fent  to  D'Aul- 
ney, and  well  accepted  by  his  commiffioners,  the  treaty  renewed,  and  all  matters 
amicably  fettled.  In  the  mean  time  D'Aulney  effectually  anfwered  his  main 
purpofe,  for  by  his  high  language  he  kept  the  colony  from  affifting  La  Tour? 
took,  his  fort  from  him  with  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling  in  furs  and  other  mer-t 
chandize,  ordnance  ftores,  plate,  jewels,  &c.  to  the  great  lofs  of  the  Mallachufetts 
merchants,  to  one  only  of  whom  (Major  Gibbons)  La  Tour  was  indebted  2500!- 
which  was  wholly  loft.  La  Tour  went  to  Newfoundland,  where  he  hoped  to  be 
aided  by  Sir  David  Kirk,  but  was  difappointed,  and  came  from  thence  to  Bofton, 
where  he  prevailed  upon  fome  merchants  to  fend  him  with  four  or  five  hundred 
pounds  fterling  in  goods  to  trade  with  the  Indians  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy.  He 
difmiffed  the  Enghlh  who  were  fent  in  the  veftel,  and  never  thought  proper  to 
return  himfelf  or  render  any  account  of  his  confignments.  D'Aulney  died  before 
the  year  1652,  and  La  Tour  married  his  widow,  and  repoffeiled  himfelf  in  whole 
or  in  part  of  his  fermer  eftate  in  Nova-Scotia,  and  in  1691  a  daughter  of  D'Aul- 
ney and  a  canonefs  at  St.  Omers  dying,  made  her  brothers  and  lifters  La  Tours 
fcer  general  legatees,  ynicr  therm  and  by  force  pf  divers  confirmations  of  for- 
mer 
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ingvcry  remote*  at  Springfield,  had  been  left  out  of  the 
number  of  afliftants,  was  again  reftored.*  The  general 
court  mewed  a  prudent  compliance  with  the  powers  pre- 
vailing in  England,  and  palled  the  following  order. 

"  WHEREAS  the  civil  wars  and  diflentions  in  our  na- 
"  tive  country,  through  the  {editions  words  and  carriages 
*'  of  many  evil  affected  perfons,  caufe  divifions  in  many 
"  places  of  government  in  America,  fome  profeffing  them- 
•*.*  felves  for  the  King,  and  others  for  the  parliament,  not 
"  confidering  that  the  parliament  themfelves  profefs  that 
"  they  itand  for  the  King  and  parliament  againft  the  ma- 
"  lignant  papifts  and  delinquents  in  that  kingdom.  It  is 
"  therefore  ordered,  that  what  perfon  foever  mail  by  word, 
"  writing  or  action,  endeavour  to  difturb  our  peace,  directly 
"  or  indirectly,  by  drawing  a  party  under  pretence  that  he 
"  is  for  the  King  of  England,  and  fuch  as  join  with  him 
**  againft  the  parliament,  (hall  be  accounted  as  an  offender 
"  of  a  high  nature  againft  this  commonwealth,  and  to  be 
"  proceeded  with  either  capitally  or  otberwii.e  according  to 
"  the  quality  and  degree  of  his  offence.  Provided  always* 
"  that  this  mail  not  be  extended  againft  any  merchant 
"  ftrangers  and  fhipmen  that  come  hither  merely  for  mat- 
"  ter  of  trade  or  merchandize,  albeit  they  Ihouid  come 
"  from  any  of  thofe  parts  that  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
"  King,  and  fuch  as  adhere  to  him  againft  the  parliament, 
"  carrying  themfelves  here  quietly,  and  free  from  railing  or 
**  nouri thing  any  faction,  mutiny  or  fedition,  amongft  us, 
&  as  aforefaicl." 

We  (hall  find  the  authority  here  acquiefcing  under  every 
change  of  government  in  England.  When  we  conlider 
the  dependence  of  a  colony  upon  its  mother  country,  no- 
thing lefs  is  ordinarily  to  be  expected.-}-.  The 

rner  grants  made  by  Louis  the  14th,  between  the  peace  of  Ryfwick  and  that  of 
Utrecht,  D'Entrecqont  aforementioned  claimed  a  great  part  of  the  province  of 
plova-Scotia  arid  of  the  country  of  Acadie.  Of  part  of  thofe  in  Nova-Scotia  lie 
was  pofieifed  when  all  the  Fiench  inhabitants  were  removed  by  older  of  admiral 
Bofcawen  and  general  La'.vrer.ce. 

*  Feb.  26.  j 644,  the  country's  ammunition,  for  greater  fecurity,  having  been 
fent  to  Rpxbiiry  10  be  lo.it;ed  in  the  houfe  of  the  iui  veyor-genera!,  J.  Johnfon, 
the  houie  took  five  by  acci  em  at  noon  day  and  was  fjo.i  blown  up,  there  being 
17  barrek.  of  powder  in  it,  but  no  other  damage  was  done.  Every  one  was  ready 
%a  r.;ake  their  observations*  one  was  pretty  obyi  ras,  viz.  that  there  had  not  been 
due  cave  taken  to  pay  for  the  powder.  Hubbard. 

t  Capt.  DdP.ie)  Gookins,  who  came  to  New-Enejand  from  Yirginiai  was  made 

free 
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The  Indians  this  year  were  at  war  among  themfelves. 
Miantinomo  the  great  fachem  of  Narraganfet,  not  being 
able  to  unite  them  all  againft  the  Englifb,  (hewed  his  re- 
ientment  againft  Uncas,  fachem  of  the  Mohcgins,  and  the 
two  petty  fachems,  Pomham  and  Sachpnoco,  near  Provi- 
dence ;  but  in  an  action  between  the  Narraganfets  and 
Mohegins,  Miantinomo  was,  unfortunately  for  him,  taken 
prilbner.  The  court  ordered  ten  men  to  ferve  as  a  garri- 
fon  in  the  country  of  the  two  petty  fachem?,  and  a  ftrong 
palifadoed  houfe  to  be  built  there. 

The  commiflioners  of  the  united  colonies  interpofed  be- 
tween the  Narraganfets  and  Mohegins,  and  by  merle  ngers 
recommended  peace  to  both  of  them,  offering  as  mediators 
and  umpires  to  fettle  and  determine  their  differences.  Yoncho 
fachem  of  Munhanfet  on  Long  Ifland  came  to  the  com- 
raiffioners  at  Hartford,  and  defired  that  he  and  his  people 
might  be  preferved  from  all  injuries,  profeffing  himfelf  a 
friend  both  to  the  Engliih  and  Dutch,  having  been  a  trib- 
utary to  the  former  ever  fince  the  Pequod  war  ;  and  he 
and  his  people  were  received  into  protection.*  Cutftam- 
mach,  fachem  of  MalTachufetts,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bofton,  having  fubjected  himfelf  formerly  to  the  Englim| 
Paflaconaway  and  his  fons  from -Merrimack  now  came 
voluntarily  and  defined  that  they  alio  might  be  received 
upon  the  fame  articles.  The  Indians  more  and  more  ac- 
quiring the  uL  of  fire-arms,  the  commiflioners  this  year 
palled  an  act  that  no  perfon  within  any  of  the  united  col- 
onies fhould  directly  or  indirectly  fell  any  kind  of  arms  or 
ammunition  to  an  Indian,  under  penalty  of  twenty  for 
one,  nor  any  fmith  or  other  perfon  mend  any  gun  or  other 
weapon  for  an  Indian,  under  the  like  penalty. -j-     There 

was 

free  the  19th  of  the  3d  month,  1644.  He  was  afterwards  an  afliftanr  and  major- 
general  of  the  colony,  a  zealous,  active  man,  but  rigid  in  his  p5rinciples  in  church 
and  ftate  beyond  moft  of  thofe  who  came  rirft  from  England.  I  find  a  perfon  of 
his  name  in  Purchafe  among  the  principal  perfons  in  Virginia. 

*  By  an  act  of  the  corruniffioners  this  year  Southampton  upon  Long-jfland  was 
annexed  to  the  juiiidiction  of  Connecticut,  and  Martha's  Vineyard  to  the  jurif- 
diction  of  Maiiachufetts. 

+  Some  of  the  people  of  Rhode-Ifland  applied  to  the  commimoners  this  year 
that  their  colony  might  be  united  to  fome  one  ot  the  other  colonies.  The  com- 
miffionbrs  approved  of  the  prppofal,  provided  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants 
fhould  join  in  the  application,  and  rccoAim::iu'.*u  to  Maiiachufetts  or  Plymouth, 
in  fiich  cafe  to  receive  them. 
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was  a  propofal  likewife  made  among  the  commifiioncrs 
for  an  exclufive  trade  with  the  Indians  to  be  carried  on  by 
a  company  to  con  lift  of  fubferibers  from  the  fevera]  gov- 
ernments, each  government  to  have  a  drftindr.  committee 
to  receive  fubferiptiens,  take  in  (lock,  &c.  the  whole  to 
be  under  the  regulation  of  the  commiffioners.  This  pro- 
pofal was  recommended  to  the  feveral  general  courts,  but 
never  agreed  to.  Mafiachufetts  was  more  confidera- 
ble  than  all  the  other  colonies  together,  and  this  alone  was 
enough  to  have  prevented  them  from  approving  of  fuch  a 
motion.* 

The  next  year,  164^,  a  meeting  extraordinary  of  the 
commiffioners  was  held  at  Bofton,  when  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  fend  meflengers  to  the  fachems  of  Narraganfet 
and  Mohegin,  to  require  their  appearance  at  Bofton,  and 
in  the  mean  time  to  fufpend  the  wars  between  the  two 
nations.  It  feems  to  have  been  good  policy  not  to  have 
interpolcd  in  this  quarrel  ;  but  the  Englim  were  afraid  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Narraganfets,  who  although  they  had  by 
an  accident  loft  their  fachem  yet  were  much  more  nume- 
rous than  the  Moheg-'ins,  and  had  divers  other  ftout  fa- 
chems,  Peflicus,  Canonicus,  and  others,  to  head  their 
armies  ;  and  as  the  Englim  had  generally  efpoufed  the 
caufe  of  the  Mohegine,  it  was  feared  that  as  foon  as  they 
were  fubdued,  if  not  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  the  Narra- 
ganfets  and  their  allies  would  fall  upon  the  plantations  of 
the  Englim,  againft  whom  they  were  then  in  a  peculiar 
manner  enraged  for  the  death  of  Miantinomo  their  fa- 
chem ;  for  after  Uncas  had  taken  him  prifoner,  being  at 
a  lofs  how  to  difpofe  of  him,  he  carried  him  to  Hartford 
and  left  him  with  the  Englim  there,  who  kept  him  under 
a  guard.  Uncas  applied  to  the  commiffioners  for  advice. 
They  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  Miantinomo  ought  to 
be  put  to  death  for  having  procured  a  Pequod  to  fhcot 
Uncas,  and  for  having  been  at  the  head  of  a  confpiracy 
againft  the  Englim  ;  but  they  ordered  Uncas  to  carry  him 
©ut  of  their  jurisdiction,  and  to  Hay  him  without  that  tor- 
ture and   cruelty  ufually  pra&ifed  by  the  Indians  upon 

their 

*  Records  of  united  colonies.  [Thefe  records  are  new  printed  in  the  fecond 
vol.  of  Hazard's  Collections.] 
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their  priloners.  This  fentence  was  executed  accordingly, 
ibme  of  the  Englilh  inhabitants  accompanying  the  Indians 
to  fee  it  performed. 

At  firft  the  Narraganfets  gave  kind  words  to  the  meflen- 
gers  from  the  Englilh  governments,  but  they  foon  changed 
their  tone,  and  determined  to  have  no  peace  without  Un- 
cas's  head.  Mr.  Williams  from  Providence  gave  notice 
to  the  commiffioners  that  the  Narraganfets  would  fuddenly 
break  out  againft  the  Englifh.  He  himfeif  had  always 
been  their  favourite,  and  they  had  fettled  a  neutrality  with 
the  people  of  his  colony.  The  commiffioners  drew  up  a 
^declaration  containing  the  foregoing  with  other  facts, 
which  they  apprehended  fufRcient  to  juftify  them  in  mak- 
ing war  againft  the  Narraganfets,  and  determined  to  raife 
300  men  *  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and  that  40  fhould 
be  difpatched  immediately  from  MafTachufetts,  without 
waiting  for  the  aflembling  of  the  general  court,  which  the 
governor  confented  to.  The  two  commiffioners  from 
MafTachufetts  -j*  fent  to  the  majors  of  Suffolk  and  Middle- 
fex  for  their  affiftance  in  raifing  the  40  men,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  left  there  fhould  not  be  a  voluntary  inliftment, 
they  fent  warrants  to  the  conftables  of  the  fix  neareft 
towns,  intimating  the  necefiity,  an4  requiring  them  to 
imprefs  the  40  men  and  a  number  of  horles  to  be  ready 
in  two  days,  which  was  done  accordingly.  An  attempt 
bavin?  been  made  for  volunteers  without  fuccefs,  the  third 
day  the  whole  number  were  imprefied,  and  lent  away 
under  Humphry  Atherton  their  leader,  with  fome  horfes, 
and  two  of  the  MafTachufetts  Indians  for  their  guides,  to 
wait  at  Mohegin  for  the  Connecticut  and  New-Haven 
forces.  The  general  court  of  MafTachufetts  met  before 
the  forces  were  out  of  the  jurifdiction.  The  deputies  took 
no  exception  to  the  imprefs  of  men  upon  an  emergency 
although  they  had  no  voice  in  it,  but  thought  it  neceftaiy 
that  a  commiffion  from  the  whole  court  fhould  be  fent 
after  the  men ;  but  the  magiftrates  refuted  their  confent, 
and  the  commiffioners  oppoied  the  proceeding  left  it 
ihould  weaken  their  authority  if  any  forces  fhould  be  af- 
terwards 

*  MafTachufetts  190,  Tlymouth  40,  Connecticut  401  New-Haven  jo. 
i  Mr.  Wimhrop  and  Mr.  Felhaiu. 
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terwards  fent  out  by  them.  A  commiflion  was  likewffe 
given  to  Major  Gibbons  to  be  general  of  the  forces  of  the 
united  colonies  for  this  expedition,  and  inftructions  were 
given  him,  and  veffels  were  preparing  to  tranfport  provi- 
sions and  other  neceffaries.  The  news  of  an  army  of  Eng- 
s  lifh  preparing  to  march  intimidated  the  Narraganfets,  and 
brought  them  to  fubmif  to  peace  upon  the  terms  propofed 
to  them.  Soon  after  the  death  of  Miantinomo  the  Narra- 
ganfets had  fent  a  prefent  of  wampum  to  Mr.  Winthrop, 
defiring  to  keep  peace  with  the  Englifh,  and  to  revenge 
their  lachem's  death  upon  Uncas  and  the  Mohegins.  Mr. 
Winthrop  refufed  to  receive  it  upon  thole  terms,  but  the 
meffengers  de fired  they  might  leave.it  until  they  had  fur- 
ther advifed  with  their  fachems,  which  was  allowed  to  be 
done.  The  commiffioners,  being  informed  hereof,  thought 
it  proper  by  meffengers  of  their  own  to  return  the  wam- 
pum. To  return  a  belt  received  from  the  Indians  is 
looked  upon  by  them  as  the  higheft  evidence  of  a  refufal 
to  comply  wifrh  the  propolals  made  at  fending  it.  The 
meffengers  however  departed  from  their  inftruccions  ;  for, 
finding  the  Narraganfets  difpofed  to  fubmit,  and  that  the 
fachem  and  others  were  coming  to  Bofton,  they  brought 
back  the  wampum,  and  wrote  to  the  commander  of  the 
Connecticut  forces  and  to  the  commander  of  the  men  fent 
from  Maflkchufetts,  acquainting  them  with  the  profpect 
of  peace,  &c.  This  action  offended  the  commiffioners, 
who  did  not  intend  the  proceeding  of  the  forces  mould  be 
retarded. 

Peffacus,  with  two  other  chief  men  of  the  Narraganfets, 
and  Awafcquan  in  behalf  of  the  Nianticks,  Janemo  the 
fachem  being  fick,  within  a  few  Jays  after  came  to  Bofton 
with  a  large  number  of  Indians  in  their  train.  The  com- 
miffioners  affured  them,  that  however  the  treaty  mould 
end,  they  mould  receive  no  injury,  but  ihould  flay  and 
return  in  fafety ;  and  then  reminded  them  of  their  former 
treaty,  by  which  they  engaged  not  to  enter  into  war  with 
Uncas  or  any  other  Indians  without  firft  acquainting  the 
Englifh  with  the  caufe  thereof,  notwithflancling  which 
they  had  this  fummer  feveral  times  invaded  Uncas,  and 
had  flam,  wounded  and  taken  prifoners  feveral  of  his  peo- 
ple, 
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pie,  and  done  him  much  damage,  and  forced  the  Englifh, 
according  to  their  engagements,  to  lend  forces  at  different 
times  to  defend  him  ;  that  when  they  were  fent  to  by 
Maifachufetts  and  had  fair  offer  made,  they  abuied  the 
melfengers,  threatened  the  colonies,  and  declared,  "  let  who 
will  have  begun  the  war,  we  will  continue  it  until  we  have 
-Uncas  his  head." 

The  lachems  at  {irft  charged  Uncas  with  injuries,  that 
he  had  taken  a  ranfcnl  for  Miantinomo's  life  and  then  llew 
him,  and  they  were  loth  to  acknowledge  any  breach  of 
covenant  with  the  Englifh.  They  offered  to  make  peace 
with  Uncas  for  a  year  or  fome  fhort  time,  but  this  not 
being  fatisfactory,  they  defired  to  know  what  was  expected 
from  them.  .  Whereupon  the  commiffioners  told  them,  that 
their  breach  of  covenant  was  the  caufe  of  all  the  expenfe 
which  the  Engiiih  had  been  at  in  preparing  for  war,  and  it 
was  reasonable  that  they  mould  reimburie  it ;  but  the  com- 
nniiloners  to  Ihew  their  moderation  demanded  only  2000 
fathoms  of  wampum  (which  was  a  mm  far  fhort  of  their 
charges)  to  be  paid  at  different  periods,  and  that  they 
mould  reftore  to  Uncas  his  captives  and  canoes,  and  make 
fatisfaction  for  deftroying  his  corn,  ^cc.  keep  perpetual  peace 
with  the  Englifh  and  all  their  allies  and  fubjects,  and  give 
hoftages  for  the  performance  of  their  engagements.  Thefe 
were  hard  terms,  and  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that  they 
finally  fubmitted  to  them,  but  they  knew  that  part  of  the 
Engiiih  forces  was  gone  into  their  country,  and  they  were 
afraid  that  even  whilft  the  treaty  was  depending  hoftilities 
would  be  begun,  and  finally  the  30th  of  Auguft  1645  they 
ligned  to  the  agreement  as  the  commiffioners  had  prepared 
it,  and  left  fome  of  their  number  *  hoftages  as  a  fecurity 
for  the  performance  of  it.-f-  The  fmaU  Englifh  army  which 
'was  ready  to  march  was  difbanded,  and  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber 

*  Peflacus's  child,  and  a  child  of  his  brother,  and  two  other  children  of  perfons 
of  note.  They  attempted  to  fubftkute  three  or  four  children  of  the  meancft  of 
the  people,  but  were  difcovered-         Ric.  &c. 

+  They  tried  every  way  to  avoid  complying  with  the  agreement.  Soon  after 
they  reported  that  the  Mohawks  had  fent  their  advice  to  them  to  pay  no  peagt 
they  would  difcharge  them  from  the  fine.  When  this  would  not  do,  they  laid  a 
fcheme  for  carrying  off  a  number  of  Engiiih  children  in  order  to  redeem  their 
own,  but  they  were  afraid  to  execute  it.  Benedict  Arnold's  letter  ta  Governor 
IVintbrop,  May  29,  1646. 
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ber  which  had  been  appointed  for  a  faft  was  now  ordered 
to  be  obferved  as  a  day  of  thankfgiving.* 

About  this  time  there  was  another  ftruggle  for  power 
between  the  alTiftants  or  magiftrates,  and  the  deputies. 
The  latter  could  not  bear  their  votes  lhould  lofe  their  effect 
by  the  non-concurrence  of  the  former  who  were  Co  much 
fewer  in  number ;  but,  by  the  firamefs  of  Mr.  Winthrop, 
the  alTiftants  maintained  their  right  at  this  time,  and 
(March  25,  1644)  the  deputies,  not  being  able  to  prevail, 
moved  that  the  two  houfes  might  fit  apart,  and  from  that 
time  votes  were  fent  in  a  parliamentary  way  from  one  houle 

to 

*  Uncas  the  fachem  of  the  Mohegins  was  hated  and  envied  by  the  Narraganfets 
for  his  attachment  to  the  Englilh,  and  the  diftinguifhing  favours  fhewn  him  in 
return.  In  1658  having  entertained  fome  of  the  Pequods  after  the  war  with 
them,  and  fearing  he  had  given  offence,  he  came  to  the  governor  at  Bofton,  and 
brought  a"  prefent,  which  was  at  fiift  refufed»  but  afterwards,  the  governor  being 
fatisfied  that  he  had  no  defigns  againft  the  Englifh,  it  was  accepted,  and  heprom- 
ifed  to  fubmit  to  fuch  orders  as  he  lhould  receive  from  the  Englifh  concerning  the 
Pequods,  and  alfo  concerning  the  Narraganfets,  and  his  behaviour  towards  them, 
and  concluded  his  fpeech  with  thefe  words  :  "  This  heart  (hying  his  hand  upon 
his  breaft)  is  not  mine,  but  yours.  Command  me  any  difficult  fervice  and  I 
will  do  it ;  1  have  no  men,  but  they  are  all  yours.  I  will  never  believe  any  In- 
dian againft  the  Englilh  any  more."  He  was  difmiffed  with  a  prefent,  went 
home  joyful,  carrying  a  letter  of  protection  for  himfelf  and  men  through  the  En- 
glilh plantations,  and  never  was  engaged  in  hoftilities  againlt  any  of  the  colonies, 
although  he  furvived  Philip's  war,  and  died  a  vciy  old  man  after  the  year  1680. 

The  Narraganfets  failed  in  the  payment  of  the  wampum,  and  in  1646  melfen- 
gers  were  fent  to  them  from  the  commiffioners,  but  Peffacus  their  chief  fachem 
not  attending,  in  1 647  the  meffage  was  repeated,  and  he  then  pretended  ficknefs, 
and  fent  Ninigrate,  a  fachem  of  the  Nianticks,  to  ad  in  his  behalf,  and  told  the 
meffenger  that  it  was  true  he  had  not  kept  his  covenant,  but  added  that  he  enter- 
ed into  it  for  fear  of  the  army  which  he  law,  and  that  he  was  told  that  if  he  did 
not  fet  his  hand  to  fuch  and  fuch  things,  the  army  lhould  go  againft  the  Narra- 
ganfets. When  Ninigrate  appeared,  he  alked  how  the  Narraganfets  became  in- 
debted to  the  Englith  in  fo  large  a  fum,  and  being  told  that  it  was  for  the  expenfe 
the  Narraganfets  had  put  them  to  by  their  breach  of  covenant,  he  then  pleaded 
poveity,  but  the  commiffioners  infifting  on  the  demand,  he  fent  fome  of  his  people 
back  to  procure  what  he  could,  but  brought  200  fathom  only.  They  gave  him 
leave  to  go  home,  and  allowed  him  further  time.  The  who'.e  was  not  paid 
until  1650,  when  Capt.  Atherton  with  twenty  men  was  fent  to  demand  the 
arrears,  which  was  then  about  300  fathoms.  Peii'acus  put  him  off  fome  time 
with  dilatory  anfwers,  not  fullering  hiin  to  come  into  his  prefence.  In  the  mean 
while  his  people  were  gathering  together,  but  the  captain  carrying  his  twenty 
loldiers  to  the  door  of  the  wigwam,  entered  himfelf  with  his  piftol  in  his  hand, 
leaving  his  men  without,  and  feizing  Peffacus  by  the  hair  of  his  head,  drew  him 
from  the  midlt  of  a  great  number  of  his  attendants,  threatening  that  if  one  of 
them  offered  to  ftir,  he  would  diipatch  him.  Peffacus  prefent ly  paid  down  what 
was  demanded,  and  the  Englilh  returned  in  fafety.  Ninigrate  after  this  began  to 
ftir  up  new  troubles  from  the  Nianticks,  but  upon  fending  Capt.  Davis  with  a 
troop  of  horfe  into  the  Indian  country,  he  was  ftruck  with  a  panic,  and  would 
not  be  feen  by  the  Englilh  until  he  had  affurance  ot  his  life,  and  then  he  readily 
complied  with  their  demands,  and  they  and  the  other  Indians  continued  quiet 
many  years,  until  by  familiar  intercourfe,  and  the  ufe  of  tire  arms,  they  became 
more  emboldened,  and  engaged  in  the  war  in  i6~£,  which  iflued  in  Uteir  total  de- 
lw  ncUon.  Rtcords  "J  united  coionia,- 
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to  the  other,  and  the  confent  of  both  was  necefiary  to  an 
a6c  of  the  court.  This  continued  a  fhort  time  without 
any  further  provifion,  but  finally  the  magiftrates  confented, 
that  in  appeals  from  the  lower  courts  and  all  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, if  the  two  houfes  differed,  the  major  vote  of  the 
whole  mould  determine.  The  deputies  alio  looked  with 
envy  upon  the  powers  exercifed  by  the  magiftrates  in  the 
recefs  of  the  general  court,  and  feat  up  a  vote  or  bill  to 
join  lome  of  their  number  with  the  magiftrates,  who  fhould 
receive  a  commifiion  from  the  court,  but  this  was  refufed 
as  an  innovation  upon  the  charter.  The  houfc  then  defired 
the  magiftrates  would  fufpend  the  exercife  of  their  execu- 
tive power  until  the  next  feffion.  They  anfwered  that  they 
mud  aft  as  occafion  required  according  to  the  truft  repofed 
in  them.  The  fpeaker  told  them  they  would  not  be  obeyed. 
The  court  broke  up  in  this  temper-  But,  difturbances 
happening  with  the  Indians,  it  was  called  together  again  in 
a  ihort  time,  and  the  deputies  voted  that  (falvo  jure)  for 
the  peace  and  iafety  of  the  colony  the  governor  and  affift- 
ants  fhould  take  order  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  in  all 
fudden  cafes  which  may  happen  within  the  jurifdiction, 
until  the  next  feftion  of  the  court.  By  agreement,  all  the 
minifters  were  called  in  at  the  next  feffion  in  order  to  give 
their  opinion  upon  the  point  in  difference.  They  deter- 
mined that  the  governor,  deputy  governor  and  affiftants 
were  inverted  with  the  magiftratieal  power,  (the  nature  and 
extent  of  this  power  is  left  in  the  dark)  and  that  they  do 
not  derive  it  from  the  people,  who  were  only  to  defign  fuch 
perfonsas  they  thought  fit  for  the  exercife  of  thofe  powers. 
Several  other  points  were  referred  to  the  minifters  at  the 
fame  time,  and  all  agreed  to  by  both  houfes  with  feme 
fmall  amendment.* 

The  controverfy  between  the  two  houfes  at  this  time 
was  occafioned  by  a  difference  in  fentiment  upon  the  iden- 
tity of  a  fwine  which  was  claimed  by  a  poor  woman  as 
having  ftrayed  from  her  fome  years  before,  and  her  title 
being  difputed  by  a  perfon  of  more  confequence,  divided 
not  the  court  only,  but  the  whole  country.  The  identity 
of  Martin  Guerre  was  not  more  controverted  in  France. 

Pity 

*  Mail".  Ree, 
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Pity  and  compafiion  for  the  poor  woman  prevailed  with 
the  common  people  againfl  right.  At  laft  thofe  magistrates 
who  had  been  in  favour  of  the  other  fide  (for  the  magistrates 
were  divided  too,  Dudley  on  one  fide  and  Bellingham  the 
other)  perfuaded  the  perlbn  who  they  fuppofed  had  a  good 
title,  and  who  had  recovered  below,  to  relincjuifh  it, "that 
the  public  peace  might  be  reftored.* 

Mr.  Dudley  had  the  place  of  governor  for  164c,  and 
Mr.  Winthrop  deputy  governor.  Herbert  Pelham,  Efq.-j* 
who  arrived  not  long  before,  was  added  to  the  afnftants  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Stoughton,  who  I  fuppofe  died  this  year.| 
Mr.  Pelham  being  a  gentleman  diftinguifhed  by  his  family, 
eftate,  and  the  qualities  of  his  mind,  was  alfo  this  firft  year 
of  his  arrival  chofen  commiffioner  for  the  united  colonies, 
Mr.  Winthrop  being  the  other. 

In  1646  Mr.  Winthrop  was  chofen  governor,  and  Mr. 
Dudley  deputy  governor,  Mr.  Endicot  and  Mr.  Pelham 
commiffioners.§ 

A  great  difturbance  was  caufcd  in  the  colony  this  year 
by  a  number  of  perfons  of  figure,  but  of  different  fenti- 
iients,  both  as  to  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  government,  from 
the  people  in  general.  William  Vaflal,  as  we  haveobferv- 
ed,  came  over  with  the  firfr.  patentees,  and  was  one  of  the 
affiftants  in  1630,  but  focn  after  returned  to  England,  and 
in  the  year  1635  came  back  to  New-England,  and  fettled 
at  Scituatc,  in  the  colony  of  New-Plymouth.  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  a  pleafant  affable  difpofition,  but  always  op- 
pofitc  to  the  government  both  in  MafTachufetts  and  Ply- 
month.  Scituate  in  Plymouth  is  contiguous  to  Hingham 
in  MafTachufetts,    and  Mr.    Vaflal   had  much  influence 

in 

*  MS. 

+  Mr.  Pelham  'was  of  the  fame  family  with  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcaftb. 
He  tarried  but  a  few  years  in  New-England.  It  appears  by  letters  from*England 
that  in  1650  he  lived  upon  his  eftate  in  the  country  there.  He  was  intrufted  by 
the  colony  in  their  affairs  in  England  relative  to  an  encouragement  for  propagat- 
ing the  gofpel  among  the  IndianSi  and  was  a  great  promoter  of  that  work. 

[-J  He  went  to  England,  and  was  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  parliament's  army. 
His  original  comrniffion,  dated  May  j»  16441  is  in  poflefiion  of  the  Hiftorical  Soci- 
ety.] 

^  The  commiffioners  hitherto  had  been  chofen  by  the  affembly,  but  they  being 
general  officers,  the  freemen  challenged  a  right  of  choofing  them,  and  the  rather 
becaufe  fome  or  the  deputies  had  fome  times  been  chofen,  which  was  not  agreea- 
ble to  the  commiflioners  of  the  ether  governments*  nor  to  the  freemen  themldvea. 
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in  the  latter  colony  as  well  as  the  former,  and  had  laid  a 
fcheme  for  petitions  of  filch  as  were  non-freemen  to  the 
courts  of  both  colonics,  and  upon  the  petitions  being  re- 
filled to  apply  to  the  parliament,  pretending  they  were 
fubjected  to  an  arbitrary  power,  extrajudicial  proceedings, 
&e.  The  two  firft  of  the  Maffachufetts  petitioners  were 
Samuel  Maverick  and  Robert  Child.  Mr.  MaVerick  be- 
ing in  the  colony  at  the  arrival  of  the  charter,  was  made  a 
freeman  before  the  law  confining  freedom  to  fuch  only  as 
were  members  of  churchesfwas  in  force,  but  being  an  epif- 
copalian  had  never  been  in  any  office.  Child  was  a  young 
gentleman  jufi  before  come  from  Padua,  where  he  ftuclied 
phyfic,  and,  as  was  reputed,  had  taken  the  degree  of  doctor. 
The  principal  things  complained  of  by  the  petitioners  were, 

i  ft.  That  the  fundamental  laws  of  England  were  not 
owned  by  the  colony  as  the  bafis  of  their  government  ac- 
cording to  patent. 

2d.  The  denial  of  thofe  civil  privileges,  which  the  free- 
men of  the  jurifdiction  enjoyed,  to  fuch  as  were  not  mem- 
bers of  churches  and  did  not  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  de- 
viled by  the  authority  here,  *  although  they  were  freeborn 
Englifhmen,  of  fober  lives  and  converfation,  &c. 

3d.  That  they  were  debarred  from  chriftian  privileges, 
viz.  the  Lord's  {upper  for  themfelves,  and  baptifm  for  their 
children,  unlefs  they  were  members  of  fome  of  the  particular 
churches  in  the  country,  though  otherwife  fober,  righteous, 
and  godly,  and  eminent  for  knowledge,  not  fcandalous  in 
life  and  Converfation,  and  members  of  churches  in  England. 

And  they  prayed  that  civil  liberty  and  freedom  might 
be  forthwith  granted  to  all  truly  Englifh,  and  that  all  mem- 
bers of  the  church  of  England  or  Scotland,  not  fcandalous, 
might  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  churches  of 
New-England  ;  or,  if  thefe  civil  and  religious  liberties  were 
refuted,  that  they  might  be  freed  from  the  heavy  taxes 
impofed  upon  them,  and  from  the  impreffes  made  of  them 
or  their  children  or  fervants  into  the  war  j   and  if  they 

failed 

*  A  motion  was  made  in  the  court  in  the  year  164;  that  all  freemen  mould  be 
required  to  take  the  national  covenant,  in  conformity  to  the  practice  in  England* 
but  it  was  thought  convenient  to  refer  the  confideration  of  this  motion.  MS.  I 
do  not  find  it  to  have  been  reafi'umed. 

Vol.  I.  K 
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failed  of  redrefs  there,  they  mould  be  under  a  neceflity  of 
making  application  to  England  'to  the  honourable  houfes 
of  parliament,  who  they  hoped  would  take  their  fad  con- 
dition into  confederation,  provide  able  minifters  for  them, 
New-England  having  none  ffich  to  fpare,  of  elfe  transport 
them  to  ibme  other  place,  their  eftates  being  waited,  where 
they  may  live  like  chriftians,  &c.  But  if  their  prayer  mould 
be  granted,  they  hoped  to  fee  the  then  contemned  ordinan- 
ces of  God  highly  prized,  the  gofpel  then  dark  break  forth 
as  the  fun,  chriftian  charity  thfn  frozen  wax  warm,  jeal- 
oufy  of  arbitrary  government  banifhed,  ftrife  and  conten- 
tion abated,  and  all  bufinefs  in  church  and  ftate,  which  for 
many  years  had  gone  backward,  fuccefsfully  thriving,  &c. 
The  court  and  great  part  of  the  country  were  much  of- 
fended at  this  petition.  A  declaration  was  drawn  up  and 
published  by  order  of  court  in  anfwer  to  ihe  petition  and 
in  vindication  of  the  government,  a  proceeding  which  at 
this  day  would  not  appear"  for  the  honour  of  the  fupreme 
authority.  A  parallel  was  attempted  between  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  England  and  thole  of  the  colony,  which  in 
fome  parts  of  it  is  liable  to. exception.  The  petitioners 
were  required  to  attend  the  court.  They  urged  their  right 
of  petitioning.  They  were  told  they  were  not  accufed  of 
petitioning,  but  of  contemptuous  and  feditious  expreffions, 
and  were  required  to  find  iureties  for  their  good  behaviour, 
&c.  A  charge  was  drawn  up  againft  them  in  form,  not- 
withstanding which,  it  was  intimated  to  them  that  if  they 
would  ingenuoufly  acknowledge  their  offence  they  mould 
be  forgiven,  but  they  refuted  and  were  fmed,  fome  in  larger, 
fome  in  leifer  funis,  two  or  three  ot  the  magistrates  diflent- 
ing,  Mr.  Bellingham  *  in  particular  defiring  his  diifent 
might  be  entered.  The  petitioners  claimed  an  appeal  to 
the  commifiioners  for  plantations  in  England,  but  it  was 
not  allowed.  Some  of  them  rcfolved  to  go  home  with  a 
complaint.    Their  papers  were  feized,  and  among  them  was 

found 

*  Mr.  Winthropi  who  was  then  deputy  governor,  was  ailivs  in  the  profecutiaa 
of  the  petitioners,  and  the  party  in  favour  of  them  had  fo  much  intercft  as  to  ob- 
tain 2  vote  to  require  hint  to  anfwer  in  public  to  the  complaint*  againtt  him. 
Do&or  Mather  fays,  he  was  molt  irregularly  called  forth  to  an  ignominious  hear- 
ing before  a  vaft  affembly,  to  which  •«  with  a  fagacious  humility"  he  confsntedt 
although  he  fhewed  how  he  might  have  reiufed  it.  The  refult  of  the  hearing  was 
that  he  was  honourably  acquitted}  &c. 
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found  a  petition  to  the  right  hon.  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
&c.  commifTioners,from  about  five  and  twenty  non-freemen, 
tor  themfelves  and  many  thoufands  more,  in  which  they 
reprefent,  that  from  the  pulpits  *  they  had  been  reproached 
and  branded  with  the  names  of  deftroyers  of  churches  and 
commonwealths,  called  Hamans,  Judafesj  Ions  of  Korah, 
he.  and  the  Lord  intreated  to  confound  them,  and  tha 
people  and  magiftrates  ftirred  up  againft  them  by  thofewho 
were  too  forward  to  fiep  out  of  their  callings,  fo  that  they 
had  been  fent  for  to  the  court  and  fome  of  them  committed 
for  refufing  to  give  two  hundred  pounds  bond  to  ftand  to 
the  fentence  of  the  court,  when  all  their  crime  was  a  peti- 
tion to  the  court,  and  they  had  been  publicly  ufed  as  mal- 
efactors, &c.     They  then  proceed  to  pray, 

1  ft.  For  fettled  churches  in  New-England  according  io 
the  reformation  of  England.      "~- 

2d.  That  the  laws  o^^r^laiftkrfiay  be  eftablifhed,  &c. 

3d.  That  all  Englip^reehoWtrs^naay  enjoy  fuch  privi- 
leges there,  as  in  FAigu&divjjd jfre  ^t)ier  plantations. 

4th.  That  a  generaK^overnor,  ^rfome  honourable  com- 
miffioners,  may  be  appokited;  &c, 

5th.  That  the  oath  of  allegiance  may  be  taken  by  all, 
and  other  covenants  which  the  parliament  fhal]  think  mofi 
convenient-^-and  add  their  prayer  that  their  petition  for 
which  they  had  been  puniihed  may  be  confidered,  and  that 
certain  queries  may  be  refolved,  as, 

Whether  the  patent  of  MafTachufetts  was  confirmed  by 
parliament,  and  whether  it  was  not  neeelTary  it  flioukl  be. 

Whether  the  court  may  forfeit  their  charter,  &e. 

Whether  if  treafon  be  uttered  in  the  pulpit  or  in  the 
court  and  not  queftioned,  the  court  do  not  content,  &c. 

Whether  it  be  not  high  treafon  as  well  in  New-England 

as 

*  This  refers  to  a  ferrrwn  preached  by  Mr.  Cotton  on  a  faft  day,  an  estracl 
from  which  is  publilhed  in  the  Mugnalia,  B.  III.  P.  29.  wherein  he  denounces 
the  judgments  ot  God  upon  fuch  of  his  hearers  as  we're  tbvn  jorng  to  England 
with  evil  intentions  againft  the  country,  which  judgments  the  author  obfene* 
they  did  not  efcape.  One  of  the  petitioners  hath  obferved  on  the  other  fide,  that 
Mr.  Window's  horfe  died  in  his  journey  to  Bofton  in  order  to  take  paffage  to 
London,  Sec.  It  may  be  of  fervice  to  the  world  to  record  fignal  inftances  of  di- 
vine judgments  upon  heinous  offenders  againft  religion  and  morality.  When  par- 
ty fpirit  or  bigotry  prevails,  common  accidents  ate  often  conftrued  «xtraoTdJnar/ 
interpoiitions  of  Providence. 

K  2 
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as  in  Ireland,  to  endeavour  to  fubvert  the  fundamental  laws 
of  England,  to  take  away  the  liberties  of  the  Engliih  nation, 
to  fay  Mailachuxretts  is  a  free  ftate,  &c. 

Whether  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  the  covenant  be  not 
binding  there. 

Whether  all  Englifh  inhabitants  having  "lands  are  not 
freemen. 

Whether  the  court  hath  power  to  confine  in  prifon,  ban- 
ilh,  impofe  ceiifures,  impre(s  perfbns  and  goods  for  an  of- 
fend ve  war,  &c. 

Whether  the  minifters  may  publicly  vilify  the  Engliih 
nation,  laws,  Izc.  and  not  be  questioned; 

Whether  the  petitioners  Ought  to  be  hindered  from  fet- 
tling in  a  church  way,  according  to  the  churches  in  Eng- 
land, &c. 

Mr.  Winilow,  *  who  had  been  chofen  agent  for  the  col- 
ony to  anfwer  to  Gorton's  complaint,  was  now  inftrucled 
to  make  defence  again  ft  thefe  petitioners  5  and  by  his  pru- 
dent management  and  the  credit  and  eitecm  he  was  in  with 
many  of  the  members  of  parliament  and  principal  perfons 
then  in  power,  he  prevented  any  prejudice  to  the  colony 
from  either  of  thefe  applications. 

In  1647  and  1648  the  fame  governor  and  deputy  gov- 
ernor were  continued,  and  the  firft  of  thefe  years  Robert 
Bridges  -f-  was  added  to  the  affiftants.  The  number  of 
males  in  each  of  the  four  colonies  being  carried  in  to  the 
commiffioners  in  the  year  1647  in  order  to  proportion  the 
fum  of  1043I.  1  os.  id.  expended  for  the  general  fervice,  it 
appeared  that  the  Maffaphufetts  part  or  proportion  of  the 
fum  was  670I.  3s.  4d.  Fly  mouth's,  12  81.  13s.  4d.  Connec- 
ticut's, 140I.  as,  5d.  and  New- Haven's,  104I.  lis.* 

Mr.  Coddington  and  Mr.  Partridge  in  behalf  of  the  col- 
ony of  Rhode-Ifland  prelented  a  requeft  to  the  commif- 
fioners  at  Plymouth  in  the  year  1648  to  be  received  into 
the  confederacy  with  the  other  united  colonies  of  New- 
England. 

*  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Weld  wee  difmi.Ted  from  the  agency  and  defired  to  rc« 
turn  home,  but  both  of  them  chofe  to  remain  in  England. 

+  All  I  rind  of  Bridges  is  «<  thit  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  Lynn,  a  magiftrate  of 
able  parts  and  forwaid  to  improve  them  for  the  gloiy  of  God  and  the  good  of  hi* 
people."     Johr.fvn. 

%  Rec.  Unit.  Col. 
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JSnglancl.  The  commifiicners  returned  an  anfwer  as  fol- 
lows. "  Iaafmuch  as  your  prefent  Hate  and  condition  is 
"  full  of  confufion  and  danger,  having  much  difturbance 
"  among  y  >urfelves  and  no  fecurity  from  the  Indians,  the 
"  comrnifii oners  defire  therefore  in  feveral  refpects  to  afford 
"  both  advice  and  hslp  ;  but  upon  perufal  of  the  ancient 
"  patent  granted  to  New-Plymouth,  they  find  Rhode-Ifland 
"  upon  which  3rour  plantations  arc  fbttled  to  fall  within 
"  their  line  and  bounds*  which  the  honourable  committee 
"  of  parliament  do  not  think  fit  to  flraitcn  or  infringe,  nor 
"  may  we.  If  therefore  yourfelves  and  the  inhabitants,  or 
"  the  moft  and  moft  confiderable  part  of  them,  upon  a  due 
"  confideration  of  Plymouth  patent  and  right,  acknowledge 
"  yourfelves  within  that  jurifdiction,  we  fhall  confider  and 
"  advife  how  you  may  be  accepted  upon  juft  terms  *  and 
"  with  tender  refpeefcs  to  your  convenience,  and  fhall  artcr 
5*  afford  you  the  fame  advice,  protection  and  help  which 
*'  other  plantations  within  the  united  colonies  enjoy,  which 
"  we  hope  in  fundry  reflects  may  t-nd  to  your  comfort  and 
"  fafety/'t 

The  jjrft  inftance  I  find  of  any  perfon  executed  for  witch- 
craft was  in  Jure  1648.  Margaret  Jones  of  Charleftown 
was  indi&ed  for  a  witch,  found  guilty,  and  executed.  She 
was  charged  with  having  fuch  a  malignant  touch,  that  if  ihe 
)a;d  her  hands  upon  man,  woman  or  child,  in  anger,  they 
were  felted  prefently  with  deafnefs,  vomiting,  or  other  fick- 
nefs,  or  fom:  violent  pain.".  The  hufband  of  the  woman, 
after  Ihe  was  executed,  had  taken  his  paflage  in  a  ihip  which 
lay  in  Charles  river  bound  to  Barbados  well  ballafted,  but 
with  80  horfes  aboard  ;  and  being  obferved  to  roll  on  a  fad- 
den  as  if  fhc  would  have  QVerfet,  an  ofneer  was  fent  with  a 

warrant 

*  Plymouth  would  have  been  fiion  f wallowed  up  In  Rhode-Ifiand,  from  the 
great  fuperiority  of  the  latter.  Befides,  the  principles  of  the  people  oi  tfa  ".  o 
colonies  were  fo  different,  that  a  junction  mutt  have  lendced  both  miferable. 

t  An  epidemical  fkknefs  pallid  through  t lie  continent  In  the  year  1647.  Eng- 
Jith,  French,  Dutch  and  Indians  were  feized  with  it.  It  began  with  4  cold,  ac- 
companied with  a  light  fever.  Such  as  bled,  or  ui'ed  cooiin^  drinks  generally 
died  ;  thofe  who  ui'ed  cordials  anj  ilrengthening  things  generally  recovered.  It 
extended  to  the  Weft-Indies.  In  Barbados  and  St  Chriltopner's,  each,  five  or  fix 
tfroufand  died.  It  was  accompanied  there  with  a  great  drought,  which  caul'cd  an 
extreme  fcarcity  of  all  kinds,  and  uecalioned  a  demand  for  New-England  produce 
greater  thin  had  ever  been  known  before.  Hubbard  A  general  diforder  of  this 
kind  has  at  feveral  different  periods  iinte  prevailed  and  palled  through  the  conti- 
nent, and  in  fome  iniwices  about  the  fame  time  it  has  extended  as  lar  as  Europe. 


j42  THE   HISTORY  OF  [Chap.  I, 

warrant  to  apprehend  the  man  ;  and  after  he  was  committed 
to  prlfon,  the  fhip  ceafed  her  rolling,  which  it  is  faid  was 
never  renewed  afterwards.*  Such  was  the  credulity  and 
infatuation  of  that  day,  Happy  would  it  have  been,  if  this 
had  been  the  only  inftance  of  it.  Shall  we  wonder  at  the 
New-England  magiitrates,  when  we  find  fuch  characters  as 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hale,  &c.  foon  after  chargeable  with 
as  great  delufion  ? 

Jn  the  beginning  of  1649  -f»  (March  26)  died  Mr.  Win- 
throp,  the  father  of  the  country,  in  the  63d  year  of  his  age. 
His  death  caufed  a  general  grief  through  the  colony.  He 
i'pent  his  eitate  and  his  bodily  ltrength  in  the  public  fervice, 
although  he  was  remarkable  for  his  temperance,  frugality 
and  economy.  His  virtues  were  many,  his  errors  few,  and 
yet  he  could  not  efcape  calumny  and  detraction,  which 
would  fometimes  make  too  great  an  impreflion  upon  him. 
He  was  of  a  more  catholic  fpirit  than  fome  of  his  brethren 
before  he  left  England,  but  afterwards  he  grew  more  con- 
tracted, and  was  difpofed  to  lay  too  great  (tret's  upon  indif- 
ferent matters.  He  firfl  propofed  leaving  off  the  cuftom 
of  drinking  one  to  another,  and  then  procured  a  law  to 
prohibit  it.  He  purfued  with  great  vehemence  Mr.  Vane's 
adherents.  He  might  have  fome  political  views  mixed 
with  this  inftance  of  his  zeal.  Some  writers  fay,  that  upon 
his  death-bed,  when  Mr.  Dudley  prefTed  him  to  fign  an 
order  of  banithment  of  an  heterodox  perfon,  he  refufed, 
laving,  'f  he  had  done  too  much  of  that  work  already." 
Mr.  End i cot  fucceeded  him  in  the  place  of  governor,  and 
Mr.  Dudley  took  the  pljce  of  deputy  governor. 

I  fancy  that  about  this  time  the  fcrupulofity  of  the  good 
people  of  the  colony  was  at  the  height.  Soon  after  Mr. 
Winthrop's  death,  Mr.  Endicot,  the  moft  rigid  of  any  of 
the  magiitrates,  being  governor,  he  joined  with  the  other 
alTiftants  in  an  afTociation  againft  long  hair.]; 

In 

•  Hubbard. 

-r  Mr.  Thomas  Shepard,  minifter  of  Cambridge,  died  the  Z5th  of  Auguft,  1649. 
He  was  of  Emanuel  College  Cambridge. 

X  "  Forafmuch  as  the  weaving  of  long  hair,  after  the  manner  of  Ruffians  and 
barbarous  Indians,  has  begun  to  invade  New-England,  contrary  to  the  rule  of 
Cod's  word,  which  fays  it  is  a  fharnc  for  a  man  to  wear  longhair,  as  alfo  the  com- 
mendable cuitom  generally  of  all  the  godly  of  our  nation  until  within  this  few 

years' f   -  Wc 
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In  every  as;e  indifferent  things  have  been  condemned  as 
finful,  and  placed  among  the  grt&teft  immoralities.  The 
text  againft  long  hair  in  Corinthians,  as  contrary  to  the 
cuftora  in  the  apoftle's  day,  induced  our  anceftors  to  think, 
it  criminal  in  all  ages  and  all  nations,  and  to  look  upon  it 
as  one  of  the  barbarifms  of  the  Indians.  I  have  wondered 
that  the  text  in  Leviticus,  "  Ye  mall  not  round  the  corners 
of  yjur  heads,"  was  never  brought  againfl  fhort  hair.  The 
rule  in  New-England  was,  that  none  mould  wear  their  hair 
below  their  ears.  In  a  clergyman  it  was  faid  to  be  the 
greater  offence  ;  they  were  in  an  efpecial  manner  required 
to  go  pateutibits  auribus.  A  few  years  before,  tobacco  was 
prohibited  under  a  penalty,  and  the  fmoke  of  it  in  fomc 
manuscripts  is  compared  to  the  fmoke  of  the  bottomlefs  pit. 
Some  of  the  clergy  fell  into  the  practice  of  fmoking,  and 
tobacco  by  an  acl  of  government  "  was  fet  at  liberty."  In 
England,  perriwigs  came  into  ufe  foon  after  the  reftoratiom 
Jn  New- England,  they  were  an  eye-fore  for  thirty  year? 
after,  and  did  not  generally  obtain  until  about  the  time  of 
the  revolution,  and,  even  then,  the  example  and  authority 
of  Dr.  Owen,  Dr.  Bates,  Mr.  Alfop,  Mr?  Mede,  and  other 
non-contorming  minifters  in  England,  -betides  Spanhemius 
and  other  foreign  proteftant  divines,  who  wore  wigs,  were 
neeefiary  to  remove  all  fcruples  concerning  them,  Beards 
were  left  off  early  in  New-England,  and  about  the  fame 
time  they  were  in  Old.  Leyeret  is  the  nVit.  governor  who 
is  painted  without  a  bearcj.  He  laid  it  afide  in  Cromwell's 
court. 

A 

We  tli?  magiftrates  who  have  fubfevibed  this  paper  (for  the  (hewing  of  our  own 
innocency  jn  this  behalf)  do  declare  and  manifeit  ourdillike  anddeteftation  againft 
the  wearing  of  fuch  long  hair,  as  againft  a  thing  uncivil  and  unmanly,  whereby 
men  doc  delorme'themfelves,  and  offend  fober  and  modeft  men,  and  doe  corrupt 
good  manner*  :  We  doe  therefore  earneftly  entreat  all  the  elders  of  this  jurildic- 
tion  (as  often  as  they  fhall  fee  caufe)  to  manifeft  their  zeal  againft  it  in  their  pub- 
like  adminiftrations,  and  to  take  care  that  the  members  of  their  refpedtive  churches 
be  not  defiled  therewith,  that  fo  fuch  as  fhall  prove  obftinatc  and  will  not  reforms 
zhemfelves  may  have  Gad  and  man  to  wituefs  againft  them.  The  third  months 
50th  day,  1649.  Jo.   Endicot,  governor. 

Tho.  Dudley,  dep.  gov. 
Rich.  Bellingham 
Richard  Sahonftall 
Increafe  No  well 
William  Hibbins 
Thomas  Flint 
Rob.  Bridges 
[Harvard  Celkge  RecorJt.J  Simon  ih'adftreet." 
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A  difpute  between  the  colonies  of  Maflachufetts  and 
Connecticut,  which  began  feveral  years  before,  was  this  year 
brought  to  an  end,  A  duty  *  had  been  laid  by  Connec- 
ticut lipon  all  goods  which  were  carried  out  of  the  river, 
for  the  maintaining  Saybrook  fort  at  the  mouth  of  it.  The 
inhabitants  of  Springfield,  being  within  the  Maflachufetts 
province,  refufed  to  iubmit  to  the  payment  of  this  duty. 
Connecticut  in  1646  laid  the  cafe  before  the  commiflioners 
of  the  united  colonies,  or  rather  thofe  of  Plymouth  and 
New-Haven,  the  other  two  being  parties,  the  consideration 
whereof  was  referred  to  the  next  meeting  in  1647  ;  when 
Maflachufetts  urged,  "  that  Connecticut  had  no  authority 
to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  inhabitants  of  another  colony  ;  that 
the  fort  was  of  no  ufe  to  them  ;  that  a  demand  of  this  tax 
bad  hindered  the  union  for  feveral  years  ;  that  Maflachu- 
fetts nrft  took  pofleflion  of  the  river,  and  planted  there, 
and  had  been  at  great  expenfe,  never  expecting  this  tax  ; 
that  the  Maflachufetts  people  had  as  good  ri^ht  to  lay  the 
lame  tax  for  all  goods  imported  from  Connecticut,  to  main- 
tain the  fort  at  Bolton."  The  Connecticut  commiffioners 
urged  "  the  practice  of  many  places  in  Europe  ;  that  the 
fort  was  a  fecurity  to  the  whole  river  ;  and  that  the  realbn 
of  this  cafe  was  the  lame  as  if  Connecticut  fhould  be  at 
any  expenfe  to  make  the  river  more  navigable,  Springfield 
furely  would  not  in  that  cafe  rcfufe  to  pay  any  part  of  the 
charge."  Maflachufetts  denied  "  that  the  fort  was  a  fecu- 
Tity  againft  any  veflel  of  force,  and  admitted  that  any  ex- 
penfe which  might  make  the  river  more  ufeful  to  Spring- 
field ought  in  proportion  to  be  borne  by  the  inhabitants 
thereof."  The  commiflioners  of  Plymouth  and  New- 
Haven  determined  that  the  tax  mould  be  paid  until  the 
next  meeting,  but  they  would  then  hear  any  further  objec- 
tions from  Maflachufetts  againlt  it.  In  1 648,  among  other 
things  Maflachufetts  infifted  upon  Connecticut's  producing 
their  patent  to  fhew  their  authority.  Connecticut  urged, 
that  the  line  had  never  been  run  by  perfons  in  behalf  of  the 
two  governments  to  afcertajn  whether  Springfield  was  within 
the  Maflachufetts  jurifdiction  or  not.  The  commiflioners 
at  this  meeting  recommended  the  running  the  line,  and 

ordered 

*  iJ.  per  bufhel  on  corn,  and  xof.  per  cwt.  on  beaver. 
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ordered  that  in  the  mean  time  the  tax  fhould  continue. 
Maflachufetts  reprefentecl,  that  Mr.  Fenwick  was  to  have 
joined  with  them  in  running  the  line  hue  failed  them,  and 
thereupon  it  was  run  at  their  own  charge,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  Wtronoke  (Weftfield)  was  within  their  patent 
and  had  been  fo  adjudged  by  the  commifiioners  ;  notwith- 
standing this,  they  were  ready  to  join  with  their  brethren 
of  Connecticut  in  another  furvey,  if  they  would  be  at  the 
charge  as  Maiiachufetts  had  been  before,  and  would  alfo 
produce  their  patent  as  Maflachufetts  had  produced  their 
patent.  Connecticut  commitiioners  denied  that  Mr.  Fen* 
wick  had  promifed  to  join  in  running  the  line,  having  only  in 
general  terms  promifed  to  endeavour  to  clear  Springfield  from 
being  within  the  Maflachufetts  patent ;  and  alleged,  that  the 
running  the  line  referred  to  wras  a  year  before  this  promife  ; 
and  therefore  propofed,  that  the  Southerly  extent  of  the 
Maiiachufetts  patent  fhould  be  firft  agreed  upon  and  fettled, 
and  then  at  a  mutual  charge  the  line  be  run  by  fomc  ikilful 
man  chofen  by  each  colony,  &c.  ;  that  as  for  their  patent, 
Maiiachufetts  knew  the  original  could  not  then  be  obtained, 
but  they  were  ready  to  produce  an  authentic  copy,  &:c.# 

Upon  this,  the  Maiiachufetts  commiihoners,  to  the  dis- 
honour of  the  colony,  produced  a  law  of  their  general  court, 
impoiing  a  cuflom  or  duty  upon  the  other  colonies,  of  the 
tenor  following. 

"  Whereas  the  commiiTioners  for  the  united  colonics 
"  have  thought  it  but  juft  and  equal  that  Springfield,  a 
"  member  of  this  jurisdiction,  Should  pay  cufkom  or  con- 
"  tribution  to  the  erecting  and  maintaining  of  Saybrook 
"  fort,  being  of  no  force  againft  an  enemy  of  any  (trength 
"  (before  it  was  burnt*)  in  the  commifiioners  own  judg- 
"  ment  exprefted  in  their  own  order,  which  determination 
"  they  have  alfo  continued  by  an  order  at  their  -lad  meet- 
"  ing  at  Plymouth'  (though  the  faid  fort  was  then  demol- 
"  ifhed  by  fire  and  the  paflagc  not  fecured)  contrary  to  a 
"  claufe  provided  on  Springfield  behalf:  And  forafmuch 
"  as  this  jurisdiction  hath  expended  many  thoufand  pounds 

"  in 

*  In  the  rniuft  of  winter  1647  the  fort  took  fire,  no  body  knew  by  what  means, 
and  all  the  buildings  and  ^oods  were  deftroyedi  the  damage  being  a  thoufand 
pounds  or  more.  Capt.  Mafon  the  commander  with  Jus  wile  and  childj  nar- 
rowly efcaptng  with  their  lives.     Hubbard. 
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"  in  erecting  and  maintaining;  feveral  forts,  which  others  as 
M  well  as  ourfelves  have  received  the  benefit  of,  and  hath 
"  at  prefent  one  principal  fort  or  caftle  of  good  force  again  tt 
"  an  enemy,  of  confiderable  ftrength  and  well  garrifoned 
'*  and  othenvife  furnifhed  with  fufficient  ammunition,  be- 
"  fA^  feveral  other  forts  and  batteries  whereby  veffels  and 
"  poods  of  all  forts  are  fecured :  It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this 
"  court  and  the  authority  thereof,  that  all  goods  belonging  or 
*'  any  way  appertaining  to  any  inhabitants  of  the  jurifdidtiou 
"  of  Plymouth,  Connecticut  or  New- Haven,  that  (hall  be 
*'  imported  within  the  caftle  or  exported  from  any  part  of 
"  the  bav,  fliall  pay  fuch  cuftom  as  hereafter  is  expreficd, 
"  viz,  all  fkins  of  beaver,  otter,  moofe,  &c.  two  pence  per 
*'  fkin,  and  all  goods  packed  in  hogfheads  or  otherwile  t^n 
"  (hillings  a  ton,  corn  and  meal  two  pence  a  buihel,  bif- 
"  cuit  fix  pence  per  hundred,  on  pain  of  forfeiture,"  &C* 

Had  Mafjfoehufetts  laid  a  duty  on  goods  from  Connecti- 
cut only,  they  might  have  had  at  leaft  a  colour,  perhaps 
more  than  a  colour,  to  juftify  them  j  but  to  extend  their 
refentment  to  the  other  two  colonies  for  giving  judgment 
againft  them,  no  excufe  can  be  framed  for  it.  It  was  a 
mere  exertion  of  power,  and  a  proof  of  their  great  fuperior- 
ity,  which  enabled  them,  in  effec-t,  to  depart  from  the  union 
or  combination  whenfoever  they  found  it  for  their  intereft, 
and  if  done  by  a  tingle  magiftrate  would  have  been  pro- 
nounced tyrannical  and  opprefTive.  But  in  all  ages  and 
countries,  by  bodies  or  communities  of  men  fuch  deeds 
have  been  done,  as  mod  of  the  individuals,  of  which  fuch 
communities  confifted,  acting  feparately,  would  have  been 
aihamed  of. 

The  union  or  confederacy  had  rendered  the  colonies 
formidable  to  French  and  Dutch  as  well  as  to  the  natives, 
and  a  breach  at  this  time  would  have  given  great  advantage 
to  the  enemies  of  New-England  ;  the  commiffioners  of 
Plymouth  and  New-Haven  therefore  agreed  upon  a  final 
remit,  of  the  following  tenour,  viz.  "  That  they  were  in 
"  hopes,  according  to  the  advice  given  at  Plymouth,  this. 
"  controversy  might  have  been  happily  iil'ued  ;  but  they 
"  find  that  the  Mailachufetts  line  had  not  been  fince  run, 

V  not 

*  Records  ct  united  colonies. 
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f"  nor  was  the  place  where  it  fhould  begin  agreed  upon  ; 
*'  that  the  original  patent  or  an  exemplification  thereof  is 
**  required  from  Connecticut,  although  Mr.'  Hopkins  had 
*'  offered  to  fwear  to  the  truth  of  a  copy  by  him  prefented  ; 
'*  and  that  Maffachufetts  had  impofed  a  burthenfome  cur- 
M  torn  as  a  return  or  retaliation,  not  upon  Connecticut 
"  only,  the  party  interefted,  but  upon  Plymouth  and  New- 
'*  Haven,  whofe  commiffioners,  according  to  an  article  of 
"  the  union  and  at  the  requeft  of  Maffachufetts,  had  im- 
"  partially  confidered  the  matter  in  controverfy,  and  given 
"  their  opinion  therein  ;  therefore  the  commiffioners  re- 
**  commend  it  to  the  general  court  of  Maffachufetts,  fe- 
"  rioufly  to  confider  whether  fuch  proceedings  agree  with 
"  the  law  of  love  and  the  tenour  and  import  of  the  articles 
"  of  confederation,  but  in  the  mean  time  defire  to  be  fpared 
"  in  all  further  agitations  concerning  Springfield."* 

The  confufions  at  this  time  in  England  were  matter  of 
concern  and  grief  to  many  people  in  the  colonies.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  they  concurred  in  fentiment  in  point  of 
religion  with  the  prevailing  party  in  England,  but  I  find 
fcarce  any  marks  of  approbation  of  the  tragical  fee  ne#  of 
which  this  year  they  received  intelligence.  Mr.  Eaton,  the* 
worthy  governor  of  New-Haven,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Win- 
throp  in  1648,  writes  thus  :  "  I  thank  you  for  your  love 
"  and  pains  in  that  fad  but  weighty  relation  you  have  made 
"  concerning  the  flate  of  England.  The  ten  confiderations 
"  you  mention  are  very  obfervable,  and  call  for  our  com- 
"  paffion  and  prayers  for  them  that  feem  not  enough  fen- 
"  fible  of  their  own  danger."  From  Virginia,  Mr.  Harri- 
fon,  paftor  of  a  congregational  church,-}-  writes,  "  that  by 
"  their  later  letters  they  conceive  the  whole  heavens  arc 
"  overfhadowed  ;  the  Scots  hang  like  a  black  cloud  (45000 
"  in  number)  upon  the  borders ;  the  King  fled  from  the 

"  army 

*  Records  of  united  colonies.' It  is  probable  the  fort  at  Saybrook  was  foon 

after  flighted  and  the  parril'on  dilcontinued,  as  we  meet  with  no  further  contro- 
verfy concerning  it.     The  Maffachufetts  law  was  fufpended  in  1650. 

+  This  was  a  church  founded  by  minifters  fent  from  Maffachufetts.  Mr  Har- 
tifon  came  the  latter  end  of  1648  to  Boflon.  He  and  Mi.  Durand  the  elder  were 
both  required  to  depart  the  country  by  Sir  William  Berkley  the  governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  was  a  perfecutor  of  this  imall  church)  confiftmg  of  118  pevfons  only. 
Harrifon  went  to  England,  and  was  made  a  doctor.  The  church  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  diflblvcd  or  fcatteredi  as  there  never  was  any  further  account 
of  it.         Hubbard, 
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<£  army  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight  ;  the  ag:tators  turned  levellers, 
"  intending  to  bring  in  a  kind  of  parity  among  all  condi- 
*'  rfons,  none  ?o  have  above  300I.  none  under  10I.  per  an- 
«  num,"  &c. 

A  controverfy  which  had  long  fubfifted  between  the  col- 
ony of  New-Haven  and  the  Dutch  at  Manhadoes  was  ftt- 
tied  by  the  commlffioners  of  thd  united  colonies  in  i6c;o. 
The  Dutch,  who  had  built  a  {mall  trading  houfe  at  Hud- 
fon  s  river  foon  after  the  Englilh  began  the  fettlement 
of  New-Plymouth,  courted  a  correfponder.ee  and  friend - 
fliip  with  them,  and,  as  a  writer  of  that  day  obferves, 
"  gave  them  a  mefs  of  pottage  for  their  birthright,"  which 
they  had  craftily  before  deprived  them  of.*  They  un- 
doubtedly had  a  defjgn  to  have  pofT-fled  tbemfejves  of 
Connecticut  river,  and  to  have  prevented  the  English  from 
obtaining  any  footing  there.  Tbofe  of  New-Plymouth 
had  pitched  upon  a  place  for  a  houfe  in  16^2,  «f  when  it  was 
vacant,  and  in  1633  erected  it,  although  they  were  threat- 
ened by  a  party  of  Dutch,  whom  they  then  found  there. 
Thofe  from  Mafiachufetts  in  the  years  1635  and  1636 
made  their  principal  fettlemenf  upon  that  part  of  the  river 
where  the  Dutch  had  their  houfe,J  and  for  many  years 
made  no  attempts  to  remove  them,  allowing  them  free 
liberty  of  trade  with  Eiiglifb  and  Indians.  The  Dutch 
alio  admitted  anv  Englilh  to  fettle  among  them  at  Manha- 
When  Mf  Eaton  and  his  company  fat  down  at 
New-Haven,  the  Dutch  from  the  rapid  increafe  of  the 
En?;lifh  colonies  were  alarmed,  and  charged  them  with  en- 
proachments,  although  they  themfelves  had  no  pretence 
to  any  certain  boundary,  and  would  fometimes  challenge 
the  country  from  Cape  Henlopen  to  Connecticut  river, 
and  at  other  times  as  far  as  Cape  Cod.  The  Englifn, 
jegardlefs  of  this  claim,  went  on  extending  their  fettle- 
ments  to  Milford,  Stamford,  and  other  places,  until  they 
were  within  a  few  miles  of  Hudfon's  river.  Whether 
the  Dutch  had  any  pretence  of  title  or  not,  no  doubt  can 

be 

*  Hubbard. 

■f  Mr.  Winflow's  manufcript  letter  to  governor  Winthropt  Sept.  1653. 

i  Hartford. 

[;  Mr.  Wii'et,  Baxter,  and  divers  other  families. 
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be  made  that  they  would  have  extirpated  the  Engliih  if  it 
had  been  in  their  power;  but  they  were  few  111  number. 
Once  indeed,  being  poiiefTed  of  a  (hip  of  fome  force,  they 
fent  her  to  New-Haven,  and  feized  a  Dutch  vefiel  which 
lay  in  the  harbour,  and  carried  her  away,  the  Englifh  hav- 
ing no  naval  force  nor  fortifications  on  land  to  prevent  it. 
At  another  time  they  let  up  the  arms  of  the  States  at  or 
near  Stamford,  and  threatened  to  do  the  like  a:  New-Ha- 
ven ;  and  there  were  altercations  for  many  years,  flrit  be- 
tween Kieft  the  firft  Dutch  g#»Ternor,  and  afterwards 
Siuyvefant  his  fucceflbr,  and  Mr.  Eaton  the  governor  of 
New-Kaven.  The  Dutch  had  always  reftrained  the  En- 
glifh, not  fettled  among  them,  from  trading  with  their 
Indians  upon  Hudfon's  river.  In  1648  the  commiffioners 
palled  an  order  prohiUking  any  French  or  Dutch  or  other 
foreigners  trading  with  the  Indians  within  the  jurifdictiorj 
of  the  united  colonies.  This  law  if  carried  into  execu- 
tion muft  have  put  an  end  to  the  Dutch  trade  at  Hartford. 
In  1650,  while  the  commifiioners  were  fitting  at  Hartford, 
the  Dutch  governor  (Stuyvefant)  came  thither  in  order  to 
treat,  and  prefented  his  proposals  in  writing,  dated  "  Netf/- 
Netherlands,  the  23d  of  September  N.  S."  being  the  day 
they  were  delivered.  He  complained  of  the  encroach- 
ments at  Connecticut  river  as  well  as  towards  Hudibn's 
river,  of  the  reception  of  fugitives,  of  the  law  debarring 
them  from  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  of  the  Englifh  for  fel- 
ling goods  too  cheap  to  the  Indians,  and  fo  (polling  the 
trade,  &c.  The  commiffioners  took  notice,  that  his  pro-' 
pofals  were  dated  at  New-Netherlands,  and  refufed  to  treat 
until  he  altered  the  name  of  the  place  where  they  were 
dated.  He  offered,  that  if  the  Englifh  would  forbear 
ilyling  the  place  Hartford,  he  would  forbear  ftyling  it 
New-Netherlands,  and  date  his  propofals  at  Connecticut. 
They  conferred  that  he  mould  date  at  Connecticut,  but 
would  not  give  up  their  own  right  to  date  at  Hartford. 
After  feveral  days  fpent  in  meiTages  from  one  to  the  other, 
the  matters  in  difference  were  fubmitted  to  Mr.  Bradflreet 
and  Mr.  Prince,  appointed  by  the  commiffioners,  and  to 
Thomas  Willet  and  George  Baxter,  appointed  by  the 
Dutch  governor.     Their  reiult  was  to  be  binding  to  both 

parties. 
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parties.*  The  line  which  was  fettled  ran  northerly  only 
20  miles  in  length  from  the  lea,  and  afterwards  as  the 
Dutch  and  New-Haven  inould  agree,  fo  as  not  to  come 
within  10  miles  of  Hudfon's  river.  This  muft  be  under- 
flood  fo  far  as  New-Haven  had  jurifdietion.-f- 

The  lame  governor  and  deputy  governor  were  re-elected 
for  the  year  1650. J  A  corporation  in  England,  confti- 
tuted  for  propagating  the  goipel  among  the  Indians,  began 
this  year  their  correspondence  with  the  commifiioners  of 
the  united  colonies,  -whp  were  employed  as  agents  for  the 
corporation  as  long  as  the  union  of  the  colonies  continued. 
One  profellcd  defign  of  the  cplony  charter  was  the  gofpel- 
izing  the  natives.  The  long  neglect  of  any  attempts  this 
way  cannot  be  excufed.  The  Indians  themfelves  afked 
how  it  happened,  if  chriftianity  was  of  fuch  importance, 
that  for  fix-and-twenty  years  together  the  Englilh  had  faid 
nothing  to  them  about  it.  The  anfwer  by  the  Englifh 
was,  that  they  repented  they  had  not  done  it  long  ago, 


telling 
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*  Accordingly  we  find  that  MalTachufetts  in  the  year  1659  fo  underftood  it. 
and  made  a  grant  of  land  oppofite  to  tort  Aurania  (Albany)  upon  Hudfon's  river, 
and  a  number  of  the  principal  merchants  in  the  colony  were  enterpriling  a  Jet* 
tlement  and  a  trade  with  the  Indians,  which  probably  was  laid  afide  upon  the 
change  of  affairs  in  England.  The  country  itfelf  a  few  years  after  was  recovered 
from  the  Dutch  and  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Yoik,  too  powerful  a  proprietor  tc 
contend  with  about  bounds.  As  this  fettlement  is  the  only  piece  of  evidence  of 
any  certain  boundary  to  the  New-Netherlands  while  in  pofleftion  of  the  Dutch, 
it  is  difficult  to  afiign  any  fuiheient  reafon  why  the  colony  of  Newyork  Ihould 
extend  further  upon  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  or  MalTaehufetts  than  this  agree- 
ment would  carry  it.  When  the  MalTachufetts  charter  was  granted,  the  Dutch 
had  no  polTettions  at  any  diftance  from  Hudfon's  riven  Any  grants  or  patents 
of  vaft  traits  or  manors  made  by  the  Dutch  without  pofieflion  or  improvement 
feem  to  be  void  both  in  law  and  equity,  and  would  have  been  as  good  if  they  had 
extended  200  miles  from  the  river  as  when  they  extended  20.  Notwithstanding 
this  lettlement,  after  the  Englifh  were  pollelTed  of  New-Netherlands,  Connecti- 
cut was  disturbed  in  their  poil'effions,  and  finally  obliged  to  give  up  their  claim 
to  Long-Ifland,  and  to  fubmit  to  a  line  of  about  20  miles  diftant  from  Hudfon's 
river,  giving  an  equivalent  for  their  fettled  towns  upon  the  found,  the  jurisdiction 
as  well  as  property  whereof  they  retained,  which  Douglafs  fays,  but  without  any 
authority,  did  not  originally  belong  to  Connecticut.  The  line  between  Malla- 
chufetts  and  Newyork  ftill  remains  controverted. 

%  Mr.  Willoughby,  a  gentleman  from  England,  Capt.  Wiggins,  who  lived  in 
New-Hamplhire,  and  Edward  Gibbons,  were  this  year  added  to  the  afiittants. 
Wm.  Hawthorn,  the  hilt  J'peaker  upon  record.  Edward  Gibbons  was  one  of 
Mr.  Wollafton's  plantation,  and  a  very  gay  young  gentleman  when  the  Malta- 
chufetts  people  firft  came  to  Salem,  and  happened  to  be  there  at  Mr.  Hi ggin ion's 
and  Mr.  Skelton's  ordination  and  forming  the  church.  He  was  fo  much  arretted 
with  the  Jblemnity  of  the  proceeding,  that  he  defired  to  be  received  into  their 
number.  They  had  not  fuiricient  knowledge  of  him,  but  encouraged  hh»  in  his 
good  intentions,  and  he  afterwards  joined  to  the  church  in  Bolton.        Matkcr. 
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telling  the  Indians  withal  they  were  not  willing  to  hear* 
eVe.  Some  ot  the  Indians  who  were  taken  as  fervahts  into 
Eneliih  families  attained  to  ibme  acauaintance  with  the 
principles  of  religion,  and  teemed  to  have  been  affected 
with  what  they  had  been  taught  concerning  their  exigence 
after  death,  and  with  the  fears  of  the  divine  difpleafure. 
John,  the  iagamore  of  Mafi'ichufetts,  would  fometimes 
praife  the  Englifh  and  their  God,  <;  much  good  men  mu.:ii 
good  God,"  and  when  he  was  (truck  with  death  lent  for 
Mr.  Wilfon  and  defired  him  to  teach  his  Ion  to  know  trie 
God  of  the  Enpjifh  after  he  was  dead.  Mention  has  alto 
been  made  of  Wequafh  the  Pequod  ;  but  the  firft  instance 
of  an  Indian  who  gave  any  hopes  of  becoming  a  real 
chriftian  was  that  of  Hiacoomes,  in  the  year  1643,  at 
Martha's  Vineyard.*  Under  the  inftruction  of  Mr.  May- 
hew  he  was  induced  to  foriake  the  Indian  pawawsto  attend 
the  Engiiih  ailemblies,  and  after  tome  years  became  him- 
felf  a  preacher  to  his  own  people.  It  was  in  the  year  1646 
that  the  genera:  court  of  Mairachufetts  patTed  the  fir  ft  ael: 
or  order  to  encourage  the  carrying  the  gofpel  to  the  Indi- 
ans, and  it  was  then  recommended  to  the  elders  to  eonlid- 
er  how  it  might  beft  be  dene.  On  the  iSth  of  October 
four  perfons,  who  are  not  named,  made  the  flrfl  vifit  to 
the  Indian  wigwams.  Wabun  the  iachem-j-  had  notice 
f;iven  him,  and  many  Indians  were  gathered  together. 
None  ot  the  Englifh  were  fufriciently  fkilhed  in  the  Indian 
language  to  make  a  prayer  in  it,  and  the  meeting  was  o- 
pened  with  a  prayer  in  Engiiih  ;  but  one  of  the  company, 
in  a  difcourfe  in  the  Indian  tongue,  began  with  the  moral 

law 

*  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket  were  not  included  in  either  of  the  four 
New-England  governments.  The  Earl  of  Stirling  laid  claim  to  all  the  Illands 
between  Cape-Cod  and  Hudfon's  river.  James  Forett,  agent  for  his  lordlhip. 
on  the  iothof  October  1641  grants  to  Thomas  Mayhcw  of  IVatertowa,  and 
Thomas  Mayhew  his  ion,  Nantucket  and  two  final  1  iilands  adjneen'.,  and  the 
23d  day  of  the  fame  month  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Elizabeth  iilands  ;  and» 
agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  that  day,  of  which  we  have  given  lb  many  inftances« 
grants  the  fame  powers  of  government  which  the  MalTachufetts  people  enjoyed 
by  their  charter.  Mr.  Mayhew  wa<=  called  the  governor  of  the  i'laucls.  The 
Duke  of  Yoik  after  his  fecond  grant  in  1673  included  then  in  his  tomraifllon  to 
his  governors  of  Newyork.  The  grants  of  the  foil  of  thefe  illands  could  not 
vacate  the  right  of  the  Indian  fachems  and  proprietors;  and  1  luppofe  n;oft  of 
the  prefent  inhabitants  and  proprietors  derive  their  titles  from  Indian  grants 
pofterior  to  the  grant  to  Lord  Stirling,  or  to  that  mads  by  his  agent  to  Mr.  May- 
Lew  and  his  ion. 

+  I  take  it  of  thofe  who  w?re  afterwards  called  Natick  Indians. 
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law  and  a  brief  explication  of  it,  and  the  wrath  and  curfe 
of  God  the  juft  portion  of  the  breakers  of  this  law  ;  and 
then  informed  them  of  the  coming  of  Chrift  into  the  world 
to  recover  mankind  from  fin  and  the  punifhment  of  it,  his 
iuiTerings  and  death,  refurrcciion  and  afcenfion,  and  that 
he  would  come  again  at  the  end  of  the  world  to  be  the 
judge  of  all  men.  They  then  entered  into  a  free  conver- 
fation  with  the  Indians,  and  defired  them,  upon  any  point 
which  they  did  not  underftand,  to  alk  fuch  queftions  as 
they  thought  proper,  which  was  done  accordingly  ;  and  it 
became  the  conftant  practice  after  a  fermon  for  as  many 
of  the  Indians  as  defired  it  to  Hand  up  and  propofe  quef- 
tions *  to  the  preacher.  This  meeting  gave  lb  much 
encouragement,  that  on  the  i  ith  of  November  they  paid 
the  Indians  another  vifit  at  the  fame  place,  and  found  a 
greater  number  than  were  prefent  before.  Two  other 
meetings  were  held  the  fame  fall,  and  a  particular  account 
was  transmitted  to  England,  and  publifhed  there,  with  the 
title  of  "  The  day-breaking  if  not  the  fun-rifing  of  the 
gofpel  with  the  Indians  in  New-England,"  Mr.  Winilow, 
being  in  England,  fought  to  obtain  fubferiptions  for  en- 
couraging the  work.  Mr.  Eliot,  a  miniilcr  in  New- 
England,  at  the  fame  time  applied  himfelf  with  zeal  equal 
to  that  of  the  miflionaries  of  the  Romifh  church  ;  but 
inftead  of  adopting  a  favourite  maxim  of  ibme  of  that 
church,  that  ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion,  he  en- 
deavoured to  enlighten  the  understandings  of  the  Indians, 
to  draw  them  from  their  lavage,  barbarous,  and  wandering 
way  of  life,  to  civility,  government  and  cohabitation  ;  and 
it  was  a  noted  faying  of  his,  "  that  the  Indians  muft  be 

civilized 

*  In  Col.  Gofre's  journal*  one  of  King  Charles's  judges,  who  amended  an  In- 
dian le&iue  in  1660,  alter  13  or  14  years  inftruction*  he  takes  notice  of  the  fol- 
lowing quciriciis  : 

1  ft.  In  your  text  are  thefe  words,  Save  yourfelves  from  this  untoward  penera- 
tion  ;  in  other  fcriptures  it  ftands,  We  can  do  nothing  of  ourfelves  :  How  can 
this  be  reconciled  ? 

ad.  You  fay,  the  word  is  the  fword  of  the  fpirit,  by  which  their  hearts  were 
pricked-     How  (hall  I  take  and  ufe  the  fword  of  the  fpirit  to  prick  my  heart  ? 

3d.  What  was  the  lin  of  Judas,  or  how  did  he  tin  in  betraying  Chrifti  feeing 
it  was  what  God  had  appointed  ? 

4th.  The  anfvver  to  thefe  converts  was,  Repent  and  be  baptized,  Ice.  But  ye 
do  not  fuller  us  to  be  baptized,  therefore  I  fear  none  of  the  Indian*  fins  are  for- 
given, and  :ny  heart  is  weary  with  that  fear,  for  it  is  faid  in  Matthew,  Whofe 
fins  ye  bind  or;  earth  are  bound  in  heaven. 
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civilized  a*  well  as,  if  not  in  order  to  their  being,  chriftian- 
ized."  He  obtained  from  the  court  the  grant  of  a  tract  of 
land,  to  which  he  gave  the  Indian  name  of  Noonanetum 
(Rejoicing),  drew  as  many  families  there  as  he  could  with 
defign  to  make  a  fortified  town,  inftrucled  them  in  their 
hufbandry,  and  excited  them  to  induftry  and  a  prudent 
management  of  their  affairs  ;  caufed  fome  of  them  to  learn 
fuch  trades  as  were  mod  neceffary  for  them,  Co  as  that  they 
completely  built  a  houie  for  public  worfhip,  50  feet  in 
length  and  25  in  breadth,  which  Mr.  Wilfonin  one  of  his 
letters  fays,  "  appeared  like  the  workmanfhip  of  an  Eng- 
lifh  houfewright."  Bcfides  this  fettlement  at  Noonanetum, 
he  vifited  and  preached  to  the  Indians  at  Dorchefter  mills, 
Watertown,  Concord,  and  as  far  as  Pantucket  falls  on 
Merrimack  river ;  to  the  Indians  alfo  in  the  colony  of  Ply- 
mouth, although  Maflafoiet  or  OufameqUin  and  his  fon 
difcountenanced  the  bringing  the  gofpel  to  their  tribe. 
The  Narraganfet  fachem  treated  with  contempt  a  meffage 
he  fent  to  them,  but  the  Nipnets  defired  fome  might  be 
fent  to  teach  them  to  pray  to  God.  Be  fides  Mr.  Winilow, 
Mr.  Pelham  and  others  forwarded  the  collections  in  Eng- 
land, and  July  the  27th  1649  tne  parliament  paffed  ana:u 
or  ordinance  for  the  advancement  of  this  good  work,  the 
following  breviate  whereof  was  printed. 

"  Whereas  the  commons  of  England,  affembled  in  par- 
"  liament,  have  received  certain  intelligence  from  divers 
s'  godly  minifters  and  others  in  New-England,  that  divers 
"  of  the  heathen  natives,  through  the  pious  care  of  fome 
"  godly  Englifli,  who  preach  the  gofpel  to  them  in  their 
"  own  Indian  language,  not  only  of  barbarous  are  become 
"  civil,  but  many  of  them  forfake  their  accuftomed  charms 
"  and  forceries  and  other  fatanical  delufions,  do  now  call 
"  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  give  great  tcflimony  of 
"  the  power  of  God  drawing  them  from  death  and  dark- 
"  nefs  to  the  life  and  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Jems 
"  Chrift,  which .  appeareth  by  their  lamenting  with  tearsj 
**  their  mifpent  lives,  teaching  their  children  what  they  are 
"  inftfudted  themfelVes,  being  careful  to  place  them  in 
*'  godly  families  and  Engliih  fchools,   betaking  thcmlelves 

"  to. 

Vol.  I.  L 
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to  one  wife,  putting  away  the  reft,  and  by  their  con- 
front prayers  to  almighty  God  morning  and  evening  in 
ttheir  families,  expreffed  in  all  appearance  with  much 
devotion  and  zeal  of  heart.  All  which  confidered,  wa 
cannot  but  in  behalf  of  the  nation  we  reprefent  rejoice 
and  give  glory  to  God  for  the  beginning  of  fo  glorious  a 
propagation  of  the  gofpel  amongft  thole  poor  heathen, 
which  cannot  be  profecuted  with  that  expedition  as  is 
defired,  unlefs  fit  inftruments  be  encouraged  and  main- 
tained to  purfoe  it,  fchools  and  clothing  be  provided, 
and  many  other  neceffaries  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
this  prefent  parliament,  that  for  the  furthering  {o  good 
a  work  there  (hall  be  a  corporation  in  England  confuting 
of  fixteen,  viz.  a  prefident,*  treafurer,  and  fourteen  af- 
fiflants  ;  and  that  William  Steel,  Efq.  Herbert  Relham. 
Efq.  James  Sherley,  Abraham  Babington,  Robert 
Houghton,  Richard  Hutchinfon,  George  Dun,  Robert 
Tom/on,  William  Mullins,  John  Hodgfon,  Edward 
Parks,  Edward  Clud,  Richard  L/oyd,-f  Thomas  Aires, 
John  Stone,  and  Edward  JVinfioio,  citizens  of  London, 
be  the  firft  fixteen  perlbns  ;  out  of  whom,  the  faid  fix- 
teen perfons,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  fhall  choofe 
one  of  the  faid  fixteen  to  be  prefident,  another  to  be 
treafurer.  They,  or  any  nine  of  them,  to  appoint  a  com- 
mon leal.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  a  general  collection 
be  made  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid  through  all  England 
and  Wales ;  and  that  the  minifters  read  this  act,,  and 
exhort  the  people  to  a  cheerful  contribution  to  fo  pious 
a  work.  Hen.  Scobeli,  cleric.  p;«riia." 

Letters  at  the  fame  time  were  publifned  from  the  two 
univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  calling  upon  the 
minifters  of  England  and  Wales  to  ftir  up  their  congrega- 
tions to  a  liberal  contribution  for  the  promotion  of  fo  glo- 
rious an  undertaking. 

The  purport  of  the  firft  letter  to  the  commiffioners  from 
the  corporation  was  to  acquaint  them  with  Mr.  Winflow's 

determination 

•  William  Steel,  Efq.  was  the  firft  prefident,  and  continued  until  the  reftora- 
Sion. 

t  I  fappofe  this  fhould  be  Richard  Floyd,  who  was  chofen  treafurer  then  or  foon 
affsr.  Thole  in  italicks  had  been  ia  New-England.  James  Sherley  was  a  great 
fsiend  to  Plymouth  colony. 
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determination  to  return  to  New-England,  which  would  be 
greatly  prejudicial  to  the  work,  and  to  intimate  to  them 
that  he  ought  to  be  no  fufTerer  by  his  continuance  in  Eng- 
land. The  commimoners  of  Maflachuietts  propofed  to 
make  Mr.  Winflow  the  agent  for  the  united  colonies  ;  but 
as  he  had  gone  over  in  the  fervice  of  Mailachufetts  only, 
the  reft  of  the  colonics  declined  the  -propofal,  and  all  that 
could  be  obtained  was  a  letter  from  the  commilTioners  to 
the  corporation  approving  of  Mr.  Winilow's  ftay  in  Eng- 
land, and  defiring  that  one  hundred  pounds  feeding  might 
be  paid  him  out  of  the  collections,  *  with  a  promife  that 
if  it  was  not  approved  of  a~,  a  proper  charge,  it  mould  be 
replaced  by  the  colonies. -f- 

•  Propofal  s 

*  I  cannot  find  that  either  of  the  colonies  have  ever  advanced  any  conliderable 
fums  for  this  fervice. 

i  Great  oppofition  was  made  to  the  collection  in  England,  and  the;  converfion 
of  the  Indians  was  reprefented  as  a  mere  pretence  to  draw  money  from  men  of 
pious  minds.  It  went  on  lb  ilowly,  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  raife  a  fum 
out  ot  the  army.  Hugh  Peters  was  one  pf  the  collectors  }  but  the  corporation 
wrote  to  the  coinmiflioners,  that  he  not  only  refufed  to  pay  a  penny  himfeif,  but 
difcouraged  others,  becaul'e,  as  they  fuppofed,  he  had  no  hand  in  laying  the  plan. 
However,  fuch  favourable  accounts  were  from  time  to  time  publilhed  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  miflion,  that  when  King  Clurlescame  in,  the  corporation  was  poU'elled 
of  fix  or  fe'ven  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  which  was  in  danger  of  being,all  loft, 
being  derived  from  the  eftablilhment  of  the  parliament  ;  but  by  the  interell  of 
fome  good  men,  of  whom  the  celebrated  Robert  Boyle  was  one.  a  new  charter 
was  obtained,  by  which  the  eftate  was  fecured.  Mr.  Boyle  was  cholcn  and  con- 
tinued many  years  the  governor,  and  the  commiflioners  of  the  united  colonies 
were  the  correfpondents  in  New-England  until  the  charter  was  vacated.  Alter 
that,  commiflioners  were  fpecially  appointed  by  the  corporation,  confiding  ot  the 
principal  gentlemen  of  the  civil  order  and  of  the  clergy  in  New-England,  and 
vacancies  by  death  or  otherwife  have  from  time  to  time  been  filled  up  until  the 
prefent  time.  Perhaps  no  fund  of  this  nature  has  ever  been  more  faithfully  ap- 
plied to  the  purpofes  tor  which  it  was  raifed.  If  we  compare  the  requeues  to 
determine  any  one  to  be  a  convert  in  Mr.  Eliot's  eftecm,  with  thofeof  tiie  popiih 
injflionaries,  it  is  not  ftrange  thai  their  number  hath  exceeded  his.  Before  the 
converts  in  New- England  were  admitted  te  the  ordinance^,  they  were  examined 
by  fome  of  the  magiftrates  as  well  as  minifters.  The  confelfions  of  many  of 
them,  as  taken  from  their  own  mouths,  were  lent  to  England  and  printed,  and 
there  approved  of:, and  although  the  million  begin  in  1646,  it  was  the  year  1651 
before  the  firft  church  was  gathered,  viz.  at  N  nick.  Whereas  with  the  Roir.ilh 
pricft*  the  repetition  of  a  Pater  Nofter  or  Ave  Maria,  or  perhaps  the  telling  over  a 
few  beads,  made  them  fit  l'ubjects  ot  baptifm.  Mr.  Eliot,  as  has  been  obierved» 
always  infilled  upon  their  being  civilized,  and  becoming  men,  at  the  fame  time 
they  became  chttftians.  This  was  naturawi  txpetlert,  and  it  was  with  great  re- 
luctance they  forfook  any  of  their  favage  Cuftoms.  The  French  Coureurs  de  Bois 
and  others  married  among  the  Indians  and  became  lavages  themfelveS*,  and  the 
priefts  went  into  their  country  and  dwelt  among  them,  fuffered  them  to  retain 
their  old  cuftoms,  and  conformed  to  them  themleives.  However,  the  number  of 
Indians  in  New-England  which  have  from  time  to  time  made  proiefTion  of 
Christianity  is  far  from  inconliderable.     In  1660  there   were  ten    In'iaa  towns  of 

fuch 
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Propofals  had  been  made  in  the  year  1648  to  Monfleur 
D'Aillebout,  the  governor  of  Canada,  for  a  free  commerce 
betiveen  MafTachuletts  and  that  colony.  The  French  pro- 
fefTed  to  be  greatly  pleafed,  and  a  correfpondence  was  kept 

fuch  as  were  called  Praying  Indians.  (GnffSt  journal.)  Mr.  £',iot  mentions  a 
Vilitation  he  made  in  1670.  He  went  down  to  the  Indians  at  Maktepos,  I  fup* 
pcjfe  whit  we  now  call  Mafhpeei  where  Richard  bourne,  a  godly  man,  on  the 
17th  of  Auguft  was  ordained  paftor  to  an  Indian  church  which  *vas  gathered  upoa 
that  day.  and  the  Indians  and  fuch  of  their  children  as  were  prefent  were  bap- 
tized. From  thence  he  palled  over  to  the  Vineyard,  where  many  were  received 
into  the  church,  men  and  women,  and  they  and  their  children  baptized,  the 
facrament  of  the  Lord's  fnpper  was  adminiltered  in  the  Indian  church,  and  many 
of  the  Englifh  church  defiring  to  join  with  them,  h  was-celebrated  in  both  lan- 
guages. Two  teaching  and  two  ruling  elders  were  ordained,  and  a  foundation 
was  laid  for  two  churches  more.  The  teacher  of  the  praying  Indians  at  Nan- 
tucket came  to  the  Vineyard  and  made  report  that  there  were  about  ninety  fami- 
lies that  prayed  unto  God  in  that  iflandj  and  advice  was  given  that  fome  of  the 
mod  godly  among  them  mould  join  to  the  church  at  the  Vineyard,  and,  after 
fome  experience  of  their  orderly  walk,  mould  il'fue  forth  into  church  ftate  among 
themlelves-,  and  have  officers  ordained.  The  Indians  were  very  defirous  6T  hav- 
Iv.g  Mr.  Mayhew  for  their  paftor,  but  he  declined  it,  conceiving  that  he  could 
ferve  them  better  in  the  capacity  he  was  in  of  advifing  and  instructing  in  the 
management  of  their  church  affairs,  and  was  willing  to  die  in  the  fervice  of  Jefos 
Chrift.  Advice  was  given  for  the  fettling  of  fchoofs,  and  that  all  who  neglected 
fending  their  children  fhould  be  liable  to  cenfure.  Mr.  Eliot  then  takes  notice 
of  the  ftate  of  the  Indians  in  the  Bay.  Natick  was  the  chief  town  where  moft  of 
the  Indian  rulers  dwelt,  and  where  their  courts  were  held.  There  were  two 
teachers,  John  and  Anthony,  and  betwixt  forty  and  fifty  communitants,  and 
fundry  more  propofed  to  join  to  the  church.  Punkapog  (now  Stoughton)  was 
the  lecoud  town  where  the  fachems  of  the  blood,  as  they  term  the  chief  royal 
line,  had  their  relidence  and  rights,  which  (in  other  parts)  as  Mr.  Eliot  fays, 
were  moftly  alienated  to  the  Englilh  towns.  I  fuppofe  the  Indians  of  Naponfet 
or  Milton  before  this  time  had  removed  and  were  fettled  with  thole  of  Punkapog 
beyond  or  about  the  blue  hills.  Their  chief  ruler  and  teacher  was  Ahauton.  A 
family  or  two  of  his  defcendants  remain  to  this  day. 

Hafiunimcfut,  or,  as  it  is  now  pronounced,  Hafianemifco,  were,  the  Indians 
next  in  order  of  dignity  and  antiquity;  from  thence  came  fome  of  the  chief 
friends  to  praying  to  God.  They  lay  upon  Nichmug  river,  and  were  ftrict  cb- 
fervers  of  the  fabbath,  asd  were  judged  by  all  travellers,  efpccially  fuch  who  hail 
occafion  to  lodge  among  them,  to  be  fincere  in  their  religious  ptofeflions.  They 
had  two  teachers,  Annuwekin  and  Ti'ppnkkoowelin,  characterized  found  and 
godly  men.  1  fuppofe  thofe  who  are  called  Grafton  Indians,  about  8  or  10  fam« 
ilies,  are  all  the  remains  of  Haffanemifco. 

Ogguonikongquamefut  was  the  next  praying  town,  which  bordered  upon 
Marlborough.  The  Englilh  meeting  houfe  being  placed  within  the  line  of  ths 
Indian  town  caufed  great  difputes  and  dificouiagemcnts.  Solomon,  judged  to  bs 
a  ferious  and  found  chriftian,  was  their  teacher.  I  fuppofe  they  are  all  difperi'ed, 
if  not  extindt. 

Naihope  was  the  next.  Tahattawans  was  called  a  fachern  of  the  bloou,  a 
faithful  zealous  chriftian  was  their  ruler.  Their  minifter,  John  Thomas,  a  god- 
ly, underftanding  chriftian,  was  their  teacher.  Their  town  fay  in  that  part  of 
the-countrv  where  the  Maquas  or  Mohawks  hunted-  and  had  been  much  moleft- 
ed,  and  for  a  time  was  delertedj  but  in  1670  the  Indians  returned  and  dwelt 
there,  but  are  now  extinct. 

Wamefut  was  another  praying  town,  upon  Merrimack  river,  where  Concord 
river  falis  into  it.  Their  facheni  was  Nomphon,  a  man  of  a  noble  fpirit.  This 
place  had  been  fo  much  molcfted  by  the  Mohawks,  that  the  year  before  they  join- 
ed with  a  body  of  northern  Indians  and  lonie  ot  Punkapog,  in  »n  expedition  a« 

gainft 
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up  upon  the  fubjed  until  the  yeaf  1650,  when  the  French 
governor  Tent  an  agent  to  Bofton  in  order  to  fettle,  not 
merely  trade,  but  a  league  or  alliance  defenfive  and  offen- 
five  between  the  government  of  Canada  and  the  colonies 
of  Maffichufetts  and  Plymouth  ;  but  being  informed  that 
all  matters  of  that  nature  were  left  to  the  commiiTioners  of 
the  united  colonies,  he  returned  to  Canada,  and  the  next 
year  two  gentlemen  were  fent  with  letters  to  the  comniif- 
fioners,  praying,  in  behalf  of  the  French  of  Canada,  and 
of  the  chriitianized  Indians  in  Acadie,  the  aid  of  the 
'  Englim 

jritnft  them,  wbicli  proved  unfuccefsful.  George  was  their  teacher.  Tlv:y  wera 
nut  in  general  much  noted  for  their  efteem  for  religion 

Pantueket,  at  the  falls  in  Merrimack  river,  was  the  place  of  another  fet  of 
praying  Indians.  The  Pennicook  Indians  had  come  down  the  river  and  built  a 
fort  at  P.) in tucket,  and  were  great  oppofers,  and  obftinateiy  refuted  tp  pray  to 
God  ;  but  being  concerned  in  the  expedition  againft  the  Mohawks,  they  were 
moft  of  them  tut  oil,  and  fince  tli.i*  time  the  Pantucket  Indians  were,  at  leaft 
feveral  of  them,  become  praying  Indians,  and  jetluo  was  fent  to  preach  ChriiJ: 
to  them. 

Magunhukquok,  where  Simon  was  teacher,  on  the  weft  of  Natick,  and  Qnan- 
atufl'et,  which  was  under  the  care  of  the  Hali'anamjfco  teachers,  are  the  two  other 
*owns  mentioned.  By  this  account  of  Mr  Eliot  we  fee  the  ftate  of  the  chriftian- 
ized  Indians  in  16-0.  The  greatcft  body  of  Indians,  viz.  Mailafoiets  or  Woofa- 
mequins,  and  afterwards  his  fon  Philip's  or  Metacom's  fubjedts,  were  ever  avcrfc 
lo  chriftianity  ;  fo  were  the  Narraganfets.  Thefe  two  nations  engaging  in 
war  againft  the  Englifh  in  167.;  had  drawn  offfome  of  the  Indians  of  the  praying 
towns  to  join  with  them,  and  occalioned  fears  and  jcaloufies  of  all  the  reft,  which 
caufed  a  sreat  dil'couragemcnf  ;  but  the  war  being  at  an  end  in  i$-/6,  and  the  two 
other  nations,  the  Wainponoags  and  Mai  riganfets,  the  great  enemies  of  chrif- 
tianity, being  wholly  extirpated,  the  Indians  which  remained  in  Maftachufctts 
and  Plymouth  have  in  general  ever  iince  profeHed  to  be  chriftians.  Jn  1687,  as 
appears  by  a  letter  of  Dr.  Imreafe  Mather  to  Dr.  Leufden  at  Utrecht,  there  were 
four  Indian  alTemblies  in  Mafi'achufetts,  befldes  the  principal  church  at  Natick. 
Jn  Plymouth,  beddes  the  principal  church  at  Mathpee,  there  were  five  atiemblies 
in  that  vicinity,  and  a  large  congregation  at  Saconet.  There  were  al/o  fix  differ- 
ent focietieSj  probably  but  fmall.  with  an  Indian  teacher  to  each,  between  the 
laft  mentioned  and  Cape-Cod,  all  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Treat,  minifter  of  Eaft- 
Jiam;  one  church  at  Nantucket,  and  three  at  Martha's  Vineyard-  There  were 
in  all  fix  aftemblies  fanned  into  a  church  flat;,  having  officers,  and  the  ordinances 
ck?ly  adminiltered,  and  fixteen  aft'cmblies  which  met  together  for  the  worihip  of 
pod.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  number  of  civilians  have  lince  decreafed  by 
the  return  of  the  Indians  to  pagtnifm-  The  Indians  th^mfelves  ate  wafted,  and 
their  tribes  or  nations  every  where  in  Maiftchufetts  and  Plymouth  extinct  except 
at  Malhpee,  Martha's  Vineyard,  a:id  Nantucket.  At  Maihpc."  and  near  it  are 
about  80  families,  at  the  Vineyard  about  80.  and  at  Nantucket  where  the  laft  year 
were  90  families,  there  are  now  but  1 ;  remaining.  There  is  bolides  a  town  of 
Indians  in  the  weftern  part  of  the  province  called  Houflatonick  Indians,  who  re- 
moved about  30  years  ago  from  Hudfon's  river,  who  have  a  fettled  Englifh  min- 
ifter or  miflionary  fupported  by  the  corporation  ;  perhaps  70  or  80  families  gener- 
ally refide  there.  They  wafte  away  as  all  other  Indians  hav«  done,  and  there 
would  have  been  a  more  fenfible  diminution  of  their  numbers  if  they  had  not 
from  time  to  timj  received  additions  from  abroad  of  other  nations,  pr  of  fuch  of 
their  own  nation  as  did  not  at  firft  incline  to  remove  with  them.  Theie,  with  a 
few  families  at  Natick  and  Grafton,  and  a  family  or  two  together  fcattered  here 
and  there  about  the  province,  are  all  the  Indians  at  preient  within  the  proving 
of  Mafiachufetts. 
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Englifh  againft  the  Indians  of  the  fix  nations ;  urging, 
"  that  it  was  a  juft  war,  the  Mohawks  being  breakers  of 
the  mod  folemn  leagues,  perfidious  and  cruel;  that  it  was 
a  holy  war,  the  eaffern  Indians  being  perfecuted  and  cruelly 
handled  becaufe  of  their  profe  fling  the  chriftian  religion  ; 
that  it  was  of  common  concern,  the  Mohawks  difturbing 
and  interrupting  the  trade  both  of  Englifh  and  French 
with  other  Indians."  They  promiled  a  due  confideration 
and  allowance  for  the  expenfe  of  the  war.  If  the  Englifh 
would  not  join  in  the  war,  it  was  then  defired  that  the 
French  might  have  leave  to  inlift  volunteers,  and  that  they 
might  be  victualled  for  the  fervice  ;  and  if  that  could  not 
be  obtained,  that  at  lcaft  the  French  might  be  allowed  to 
pafs  through  the  colonies  by  water  and  land  as  occafion 
ihould  require.  Until  thefe  points  were  fettled  they  could 
not  proceed  upon  the  treaty  of  commerce.  The  com- 
mifiioners,  having  duly  weighed  the  propofals,  returned  an 
anfwer  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

"  That  they  were  willing  to  admit  that  the  French  and 
<c  eaftern  Indians  might  have  juft  grounds  to  their  own 
"  iatisfaction  for  war  againft  the  Mohawks  :  That  they 
"  looked  upon  all  fuch  Indians  as  received  the  yoke  of 
M  Chrift  with  another  eye  than  upon  others  who  worfhip 
"  the  devil  :*  That  they  defired  by  all  juft  means  to  keep 
,;  peace,  if  it  may  be,  with  all  men,  even  with  thefe  bar- 
"  barians  :  That  the  Mohawks,  living  at  a  diftance 
"  from  the  fea,  have  little  interColirfe  with  thefe  parts  ; 
"  but  in  the  war  the  Englifh  had  with  the  Pequods  14  or 
"  16  years  before,  the  Mohawks  fheived  a  real  refpe'et,  and 
u  had  offered  no  hoftilities  fince  :  That  the  Englifh  en-. 
"  gaged  in  no  war  before  they  had  full  and  fatisfying  evi- 
"  dence  that  it  was  juft,  nor  before  peace  upon  juft  terms 
"  had  been  offered  and  refufed  :  That  the  Mohawks  not 
<c  being  fubject  to  them,  nor  in  league  with  them,  they 
"  could  not  require  an  account  of  their  proceedings,  and 
ec  had  no  means  of  information  what  they  had  to  fay  for 
"  themfelves  :  That  to  make  war  with  the  Mohawks 
"  would  expofe  the  Indians  who  were  neighbours  to  the 

"  Englifh, 

*  But  fuch  Indians  have  generally  been  taught  to  treat  the  Englifh,  as  here- 
tics, \slih  greater  cruelty  •„  and  it  has  been  made  more  meritorious  to  extirpate 
them,  than  if  they  had  been  infidels  or  the  worft  of  idolater*. 
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"  Englifh,  fome  of  whom  profeffed  chriftianity,  &c.  That 
"  although  they  were  ready  to  perform  all  neighbourly  of- 
*'  fices  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace  to  the  French  colony, 
"  yet  they  could  neither  permit  volunteers  to  be  taken  up, 
K  nor  the  French  and  eaftern  Indians  to  pafs  through  the 
"  Englifh  jurifdiclion  to  invade  the  Mohawks,  left  they 
"  mould  expofe,  not  the  Indians  only,  but  the  fmaller 
'*  Engiim  plantations,  to  danger  :  That  the  Englifh  were 
**  much  dilfatisfied  with  that  mifchievous  trade  the  French 
"  and  Dutch  have  had,  and  (till  continue,  by  felling  guns, 
"  powder  and  (hot  to  ail  the  Indians,  which  rendered  them 
"  infolent,  &c.  That  if  all  other  difficulties  were  remov- 
"  ed,  yet  they  had  no  fuch  fhort  and  convenient  paflage, 
*f  either  by  land  or  water,  as  might  be  had  by  Hudfon's 
"  river  to  and  beyond  Aurania  fort,  pofleiFed  by  the 
*■*  Dutch  :  That  the  commitfioners  conceived  the  French 
"  deputies  might  proceed  to  fettle  a  trade  ;  but  if  they 
kt  thought  proper  to  limit  it  under  fuch  reftrictions,  a  fitter 
"  feafon  for  thefe  treaties  mud  be  attended,  which  the 
**  commiflioners  would  readily  improve  whenfoever  it  prc- 
"  fented." 

The  college  at  Cambridge  became  more  and  more  an 
object  of  attention,  and  in  the  year  1650  was  made  a  body 
corporate  by  act  of  the  general  court,  and  received  a  char- 
ter under  the  feal  of  the  colony,* 

Mr. 

*  Under  this  charter  the  college  was  governed  until  the  year  1 685 >  when  the 
colony  charter  was  vacated,  laving  that  in  i6-*z  by  an  order  of  the  general  court 
foine  addition  was  made  to  the  number  of  the  corporation.  Mr.  Dudley  (who 
was  a  fon  of  the  college)  when  he  received  acommiflion  for  prefident  of  the  colony 
altered  the  title  of  the  prefident  of  the  college  for  that  of  rector,  but  no  attempts 
were  made  to  take  away  the  eftate  or  flock  of  the  college  or  to  impofe  officers  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  country  in  general,  but  the  government  continued,  in  name  at 
leaft,  under  the  former  corporation,  who  were  Increafe  Mather  rector,  John 
Sherman,  Nehemiah  Hubbard,  John  Cotton,  John  Leveret  and  William  Brattle 
as  fellows  (the  two  laft  were  tutors  alio)  and  John  Richards  treafurer.  Wheo 
Mr.  Mather  the  vector  went  to  England  in  i6S£,  in  his  minutes  of  an  intended 
petition  to  the  King  he  fays,  that  when  the  civil  government  was  changed  the 
college  was  under  the  infpedlion  of  thefe  perfons,  and  he  fuppofed  it  continued 
fo,  except  that  Mr.  Sherman  was  dead,  in  whofe  room  he  prayed  Mr.  Samuel 
Sewall  might  be  appointed,  and  that  the  King  would  confirm  the  government  in 
their  hands  ;  but  although  thefe  were  in  name  the  governors,  they  were  not  al- 
ways fo  in  fad.      I  rind  the  following  original  order,  dated  December  the  9th,  1 6S6. 

««  Whereas  the  monies  and  other  eftate  belonging  to  Harvard-college  in  Cam- 
««  bridge  has  been  by  us  committed  to  the  care  and  management  of  John  Richards, 
«.'  El'q.  for  the  benefit  of  the  faid  college,  it  is  ordered  that  the  produce  thereof 
"  lhall  for  this  year,  J&S6,  be  diipofed  of  as  folio weth. 

"  ift.  There 
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Mr.  Endicot    was  chofen  governor  in  the  years  1651, 
1652  and  1653  ;  Mr.  Dudley  deputy  governor.* 

<r>  At 

«'  1  ft.  There  fhall  be  allowed  to  the  prefent  rector  of  the  college,  as  fome  ao 
««  knowledgment  of  the  fervkes  which  he  has  done  for  that  fociety,  the  remainder 
•«  of  the  income  not  riifpofed  underneath. 

««  2d.  The  prefent  tutors,  Mr.  John  Leveret  and  Mr.  William  Brattle,  fhall  for 
44  this  year,  beginning  the  laft  commencement,  be  allowed  each  of  them  40I.  be- 
*(  fide  whauhall  he  due  to  them  from  their  feveral  pupils. 

"  3d.  The  ftholars  of  the  houfe  (tor  this  year)  (hall  be  Sir  Gibbs,  Rogers, 
41  Mitxhcl  and  Dudley,  who  fhall  be  allowed  each  of  thenrat  leaft  5!.  SirGibbs's 
4«  penfion  to  be  paid  out  of  Mr.  Webb's  legacy,  and  Rogers's  out  oi  Capt.  Keyn's 
«»  legacy. 

"  4th.  Major  Richards  fhall  be  allowed,  for  his  care  in  improving  the  college 
*'  ftock,  after  the  proportion  of  il.  for  iool. 

»  J.  Dudley. 

«'  William  Stoughton." 

The  prefklent  of  the  colony,  and  afterwards  the  governor,  aiTumed  the  whole 
authority  when  they  thought  fit.  The  rights  of  Magdalen  college,  Oxford,  in- 
vaded, juftly  might  alarm  the  whole  nation  ;  but  Harvard  college  was  too  incon- 
fiderable,  had  the  proceedings  been  ever  fo  arbitrary  and  oppreffive,  to  occafion 
any  great  notice.  Mi.  Mather  the  rector  went  to  England  in  1688.  No  perfon 
was  appointed  in  his  ftead.  Sir  E.  Andros,  the  governor,  wrote  to  Mr.  Samuel 
Lee  the  minifter  of  Briftol  in  New-Plymouth  colony,  to  defire  him  to  officiate  at 
the  commencement,  but  not  receiving  an  anfwer  in  proper  feafon  (it  feems  the 
letter  was  delayed)  M*.  William  Hubbard  was  appointed,  and  officiated  accord- 
ingly. In  1692,  upoH  the  arrival  of  the  province  charter,  although  by  a  claufe 
in  the  charter,  with  a  fpecial  view  to  the  college,  it  was  provided  that  no  grants, 
&c.  to  any  towns,  colleges,  fchools  of  learning,  &c.  fhould  be  prejudiced  through 
defect,  of  form,  &c  but  ihould  remain  in  force  as  at  the  time  of  vacating  the  colony 
charter,  yet  the  prelident  and  many  others  with  him  were  defirous  of  a  new  char- 
ter with  additional  powers  and  privileges.  An  adt  of  the  general  court  palled  for 
that  purpofe  in  1693,  incorporating  the  college  on  a  larger  foundation  than  the 
'  former  charter.  Among  other  things  the  college  was  enabled  to  confer  fuch  de- 
grees as  are  conferred  by  the  universities  in  Europe,  whereas  under  the  former 
charter  no  higher"degrees  had  been  given  than  thole  of  bachelors  and  mafters  of 
arts.  This  privilege  was  exercifed  in  one  inftance  only,  a  diploma  for  a  doctorate, 
under  the  college  leal,  being  prcfented  to  Mr.  Mather  the  prelident.  Befote  the 
expiration  of  three  years  the  act  of  incorporation  was  difallowed.  Thofe  who  in- 
iereiied  thcrnfelves  for  the  college  were  refolved  upon  further  attempts  ;  another 
provincial  ad  palled  in  1697  with  fome  variations,  which  before  1700  was  like- 
wife  difapproved,  tor  at  a  feiTion  of  the  court  that  year  a  vote  palled  the  council 
and  hcufe  of  reprefentatives  approving  the  form  ofa  charter  which  they  were  wil- 
ling the  college  Ihould  accept  lrcm  the  King,  and  I  make  no  doubt  the  agents 
were  instructed  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  charter  in  fuch  form.  By  this  charter 
the  corporation  was  to  confift  of  a  prelident,  vicc-prefident  and  fifteen  fellows. 
It  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  fome  to  have  their  names  preferved-  Increafe 
Mather  prefident,  Samuel  Willard  vice-prelident,  James  Allen,  Michael  Wigglef- 
worthi  Samuel  Torrey,  Nehemiah  Hobart,  peter  Thacherj  Samuel  Angier, 
John  Diitforth,  Cotton  Mather,  Nehemiah  Walter,  Henry  Gibb^,  John  White, 
Jonathan  Pierpoint,  and  Benjamin  Wadfworth,  together  with  the  two  fenior  tutors 
xctideiu  at  college,  were  the  firit  corporation  named  in  the  charter.  The  college 
was  empowered  to  hold  real  eftate  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand  pounds  per 
annum.  The  governor  and  the  council  were  made  the  vjfitors.  This  applica- 
tion proved  as  ineffectual  as  the  former.  The  true  reafon  of  the  feveral  failures, 
appears  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Elaithwait  to  the  prelident,  dated  ift  June,  i/Oj, 
which  fays,  •'  that  the  crly  obstruction  to  the  paiting  the  charter  was  Sir  Henty 
AiiiurfVs  refufing  to  allow  of  a  claufe  for  a  vifuation  by  the  king  or  his  gover- 


nor. 


*  In  1652  John  Glover  and  Daniel  Gockin  were  chofen  afliftants. 
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At  a  fefnons  of  the  general  court  in  October,  1651,  an 
act  or  order  was  palled,  empowering  the  town  of  Button 

to 

nor."  A  letter  from  Lord  Bellamont  to  Mr.  Stoughton  upon  this  fubjed  dc- 
lerves  notice. 

"  New- York,  31ft  May,  98. 

««  Sir,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  reverend  prefident  of  Harvard  college  by  Mr. 
"  White,  fellow  of  the  faid  college,  together  with  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  ail'embly 
•«  for  incorporating  the  college.  And  I  am  of  opinion  that  his  Majcfty  will  not 
"  give  his  royal  approbation  to  that  act  as  it  ftands  worded,  becaufe  it  differs  very 
'«  materially  from  the  terms  of  incorporation  propofcd  by  their  excellencies  the 
*«  Lords  Juftrces  of  England,  viz.  that  the  King  and  his  governors  ihould  be  the 
«'  viilrors,  whereas  the  ait  of  affembly  vefts  the  power  of  vifitation  of  that  college 
M  as  well  in  the  council  as  governor,  which  his  Majcfty  may  probably  think  de- 
•l  rogatory  to  his  prerogative.  And  I  am  apprehenlive  alfo  that  thole  noble  Lords 
•  '  who  under  the  title  of  Lords  juftices  of  England  lately  exercifed  the  royal  au- 
««  thority  will  confirm  his  Majefty  that  it  will  be  a  diminution  to  the  prerogative 
**  of  the  crown  to  make  the  council  co-ordinate  in  the  power  of  vifitation  with  the 

44  King's  governor For  my  own  part  I  have  a  very  great  refped  for  the  King's 

"  prerogative,  but  I  could  wifh  a  way  were  found  to  fecure  the  ftatutes  or  privi- 
M  leges  of  Harvard  college  againft  the  capricious  humour  of  future  governors, 
"  who,  out  of  prejudice  to  the  way  of  worfhip  ufed  there,  or  for  foma  finifter 
**  ends,  may  be  vexatious  to  the  college.  There  is  great  difference  between  the 
«'  exercife  of  the  prerogative  in  England  and  in  thefe  remote  parts  of  his  Majef- 
«•  ty's  dominions.  T here,  the  fubjed,  whenever  that  exercife  is  abufed,  has  the 
«'  King,  the  fountain  of  juftice,  near  at  hand  to  recur  to  for  redrefs.  In  thefe 
*«  provinces,  governors,  I  fear  by  what  I  have  difcovered  fince  my  being  in  Amer- 
♦'  ica,  are  made  bod  and  prefumptuous  in  breaking  the  laws  and  governing  arbi- 
«'  trarily,  out  of  conceit  that  their  being  fo  far  from  under  the  eye  of  the  govern- 
"  ment  of  England  will  be  a  fure  caule  of  impunity  to  them.  Therefore  upon 
»<  the  whole  matter  T  muft  in  judgment  and  confcience  declare  for  a  qualification 
««  of  the  power  of  a  governor  in  the  cafe  of  the  vifitation  of  Harvard  college,  but 
m  what  that  qualification  ihould  be  I  muft  leave  to  his  Majefty's  wiCdom  and 
"  goodnefs  to  determine.  I  am, 

To  the  Honourable  Sir,  your  mod  humble  fcrvant, 

Win.  Stoughton,  Elq.  &c.  Bellamont." 

During  thefe  attempts,  until  advice  of  the  refpedive  acts  being  difallowed,  the 
college  was  governed  conformable  to  them  While  no  ads  were  in  force,  tempo* 
rary  orders  patTed  the  general  court  from  time  to  time  empowering  fuch  perfons 
to  ad  as  a  corporation  as  were  therein  named.  But  in  1707,  all  prolpect  of  a 
new  foundation  being  gone,  it  was  thought  proper  to  refort  to  the  old,  and  the 
charter  of  i6;o  hath  been  conformed  to  ever  iince.  The  feveral  heads  of  the 
college,  from  its  tirft  eftablifhment  to  this  day,  have  been  as  follows.  Mr.  Eaton, 
appointed  in  1638,  continued  until  i  640,  when  Mr.  Henry  Dunftar  was  appoint- 
ed, who  was  fuccee  >ed  by  Mr.  Cfiaries  Chauncy  in  1654,  who  continued  until 
1671.  Doctor  Leonard  Hoar  fucceeded  Mr.  Chauncy.  Douglas  fays,  Mr.  Hoar 
was  a  dodor  of  phylic  from  Cambridge  in  Old- England.  He  was  educated  at 
Cambridge  in  New- England,  and  took  his  bachelor's  decree  in  16 ;o>  went  over 
to  England  in  November  1655,  was  made  a  dodor  at  Cambridge  and  returned 
not  long  before  he  was  clccUd,  July  30,  167a.  The  Undents  were  too  much  in- 
dulged in  their  prejudices  aga in.it  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  refign,  March  ij, 
1674-5.  His  wife  was  daughter  to  Lord  Lifle.  Mr.  Uriah  Oike>.,  minifter  of 
Cambridge,  was  his  fucccilbr,  and  continued  from  April  7,  1675,  until  his  death 
in  16S1.  Mr.  Mather  was  chofen  by  tlie  corporation  and  confirmed  by  the  over- 
feers,  and  moderated  at  the  matters  difputations,  and  conferred  the  degrees  at 
the  commencement  in  i62i  ;  but  his  church  in  Bofton  being  unwilling  to  part 
with  him,  on  April  20th,  1 63 2,  Mr.  John  Rogers  was  chofen  and  confirmed,  but 
died  in  1684,  being  fuddeniy  leized  the  morning  of  commencement,  July  ift,  and 
dying  the  next  da/.     Mr.  Wil.iaiu  Hubbard  of  Ipfwich  moderated  at  the  public 

exerciies. 
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to  choofe  fcven  commiffioners,  to  be  prcfented  to  the 
court  of  afliftants ;  and,  being  authorized  by  them  and 
fworn  before  them,  or  before  the  governor,  they  or  any 
five  of  them,  or  any  three  together  with  one  magiftrate, 
might  hear  and  determine  all  civil  actions  not  exceeding 
ten  pounds  in  value,  and  all  criminal  actions  where  the 
penalty  or  fine  mould  not  exceed  fortv  (hillings,  the 
parties  being  fuch  as  were  inhabitants  of  Bofton  neck  or 
Noddle's  ifland,  or  fuch  as  did  not  belong  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion ,;  and  the  county  court  was  not  to  take  cognizance  of 
any  fuch  adtions.  This  law  was  made  for  one  year  for 
trial.     I  do  not  find  that  it  was  revived.* 

The  committee  for  the  ftate  in  England  having  impart- 
ed their  mind  to  Mr.  Winflow  the  agent  for  the  colony 
reflecting  the  government  of  the  feveral  jurisdictions  in 
New-England,  he  acquainted  Mr.  Dudley  therewith,  and 
that  an  anfwer  was  expected.  In  confequence  of  this 
advice,  the  court  at  the  ieiiions  lafl    mentioned    agreed 

upon 

exercifes.  Mr.  Mafher  Succeeded  Mr.  Rogers,  and  continued  at  the  head  of  the 
college  until  Sept.  6,  1701.  Mr.  Samuel  Willard,  by  order  of  court,  officiated 
Several  years  as  vice-preiident,  no  prefident  being  appointed  inftead  of  Mr.  Ma- 
ther, until  Mr.  John  Leveret  was,  by  the  governor,  at  the  head  of  the  overfeers, 
declare^  piefulent,  January  14,  1707,  and  the  college  was  put  under  his  care, 
«'  agreeable  to  the  choice  of  the  fellows  of  the  houfe,  approbation  of  the  ovcr- 
feers,  and  votes  of  the  council  and  alt'embly  in  their  laft  preceding  feffion,  the 
governor  directing  him  to  govern  that  houfe  and  the  fcholars  there  with  duty  and 
allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  and  obedience  to  her  Majeftv's 
laws."  Mr.  Leveret  continued  in  the  prefidentihip,  until  his  death  in  1724-  Mr. 
Benjamin  Wadfworth,  a  miniiter  of-onc  of  the  churches  in  Bofton,  fucceeded  him, 
He  died  in  1737.  and  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Holyoke,  who  continues  in  the 
proiidenlfhip  at  this  time. 

*Not  only  the  town  of  Bofton  but  every  town  in  the  old  colony  were  to  many  pur- 
poses a  corporate  body  ;  they  might  fue  and  be  fued,  might  choofe  their  own  officers 
for  managing  what  was  called  the  prudential  affairs  of  the  town  ;  and  the  felectmen 
were  judges  of  the  breach  of  the  by-laws  of  the  town,  the  pena'ty  of  which  could 
not  exceed  twenty  (hillings.  Under  the  new  charter  the  feledmen  have  no  judiciary 
power.  They  ftill  are  faid  to  manage  the  prudential  affairs.  What  is  intended 
by  the  word  prudential,  when  thus  appropriated,  is  not  very  eafy  to  determine. 
Be  it  what  it  m.3y,  all  other  town  affairs  are  determined  in  a  general  town  meet- 
ing of  all  the  inhabitant;.  The  inconyeniency  that  muft  a  rife  from  fuch  aconfti- 
tution,  where  a  town  conllfts  of  a  thoufand  or  fifteen  hundred  voters,  are  too  many 
to  be  enumerated,  and  too  obvious  to  need  it.  There  was  a  difpofition  fifty  year: 
ago  in  moft  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Bofton  to  be  made  a  corporation.  A 
plan  was  formed  in  ouier  to  be  laid  before  the  general  court  of  the  province,  which 
by  the  charter  is  empowered  to  make  corporations.  When  the  heads  of  it  were 
prefented  at  a  town-meeting,  a  demagogue  called  nut,  "  It  is  a  whelp  now,  it 
will  be  a  lion  by  and  by,  knock  it  in  the  head  ;  Mr.  moderator,  put  the  queftion." 
The  people  were  piepared,  and  it  was  rejected  by  a  great  majority.  Some  of  tho 
beft  men  in  the  town,  defpairing  of  doing  any  Service,  would  never  be  prefcnt  in 
*  town-meeting  afterwards. 
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upon  a  petition  to  the.  parliament,*  and  another  to  Crom- 
well,-}- then  general  of  the  parliament's  forces  in  England, 
&c.  The  addrefs  and  letters  are  preferved.  By  Mr. 
Winflow's  letter  it  appears  that  it  was  expected  that  all 
procefTes  in  the  colony  mould  be  in  the  name  of  the  keep- 
ers of  the  liberties  of  England,  or  that  there  mould  be  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  powers  then  in  being  by  a  renewal 
of  the  patent.  It  is  certain  neither  of  the  two  ways  pro- 
posed were  complied  with. 

Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  had  made  attempts  for  many 
years  to  fettle  the  province  of  Main,  but  to  little  purpofe. 
He  was  a  zealous  royalift,  and  neither  he  nor  his  defend- 
ants who  were  in  the  fame  interefl  could  expect  any  favour 
from  the  parliament.  The  colony  feems  to  have  been  de- 
ferted  by  the  proprietors,  and  in  the  year  1651  the  people 
were  in  confufion,  and  the  authority  t>f  the  government 
was  at  an  end.  In  1641  a  charter  had  been  granted  by 
Sir  Ferdinando  to  Acamcnticus  (York)  making  it  a  cor- 
poration, confuting  of  a  mayor,  eight  aldermen  and  a  re- 
corder. His  coulin  Thomas  Gorges  was  the  firft  mayor. 
He  lived  about  half  a  mile  above  what  is  called  Trafton's 
ferry,  near  Gorges  point.  The  cellar  of  'the  houfe  he 
dweit  in  remains  to  this  day.  He  went  to  England  in 
1643.  The  people  of  York  lay  that  he  returned  and  died 
there.  If  lb,  it  mufwhave  been  before  1651,  or  fome 
mention  would  have  been  made  of  him.  Maffachuiefcts, 
who,  as  hath  been  obicrved,  claimed  the  province  of 
Main  as  within  the  bounds  of  their  charter,  took  the  op- 
portunity of  the  confufion s  there,  and  encouraged  the  dif- 
pofition  which  prevailed  in  many  of  the  inhabitants  to 
fubmit  to  their  jurildiction  ;  and  in  1651  they  appointed 
Mr.  Bradftreet,  Major  Denifon  and  Capt.  Hawthorn  to 
treat  with  the  gentlemen  of  that  province  about  the  far- 
render  thereof,  as  in  their  befb  judgment  and  difcretion 
fhoukl  feem  meet.  The  next  year  (1652)  Mr.  Bradftreet 
and  others  were  fent  commiffioners  to  iummon  the  inhab- 
itants of  Kittery  to  come  in  and  own  their  fubjection  to 
Maffachufetts,  as  of  right  belonging  to  them.  The  in* 
habitants  accordingly  affembled  Nov.  16,  and  agreed  to 

fubmit, 

*  Appendix  No.  8.  i  Appendix  No.  9. 
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fubmit,  and  about  forty  inhabitants  fubfcribed  an  bftru* 
ment  of  fubmiiiion.  The  like  was  done  at  Acamenticus 
the  2 2d  of  the  fame  month,  and  foon  after  at  Wells,  Saco, 
and  Cape-Porpoife.  To  the  inhabitants  of  ail  thefe 
plantations  larger  privileges  were  granted  than  to  thcfe  of 
the  other  parts  of  rvlatfachufetts  government,  for  they 
were  all  freemen  upon  taking  the  oath,  whereas  every 
where  elfe  none  could  be  made  free  unlefs  he  was  a  church 
member.  The  province  was  made  a  county  by  the  name 
■of  Yorkfhire.  The  towns  from  that  time  fent  their  depu- 
ties to  the  general  court  at  Bofton.* 

The  trade  of  the  province  increafmg,  efpecially  with 
the  Weft-Indies,  where  the  bucaneers  or  pirates  at  this 
time  were  numerous,  and  part  of  the  wealth  which  they 
took  from  the  Spaniards  as  well  as  what  was  produced  by 
the  trade  being  brought  to  New-England  in  bullion,  it 
was  thought  necefiary,  for  preventing  fraud  in  money,  to 
erect  a  mint  for  coining  millings,  fix-pences  and  three- 
pences, with  no  other  impreflion  at  firft  than  N  E  on  the 
one  fide,  and  XII.  VI.  or  III.  on  the  other  ;  but  in  Octo- 
ber 1 65 1  the  court  ordered  that  all  pieces  of  money  fiiould 
have  a  double  ring  with  this  infeription,  Massachusetts 
and  a  tree  in  the  centre  on  one  fide,  and  New-England 
and  the  year  of  our  Lord  on  the  other  fide.-f*     At  the 

fame 

*  This  ie?n"ation  of  the  province  of  Main,  although  the  maiov  part  of  the  in- 
habitant* were  orought  to  confent  to  iti  yet  it  appears,  by  the  records  which  ar<$ 
nil]  j'lcierved  in  the  regiitry  of  the  county  of  York,  that  great  oppofition  was  made 
to  it  by. feme  of  the  principal  perfens,  and  the  government  of  MaHachufetts  was 
fe.verely  reproached  by  ihetn  for  unrig  violent  compulfory  means  in  order  to  reduce 
the  province.  They  continued  united  to  MafTachufetts  until  1665,  when  by  King 
Charles's  commifficuiers  they  were  feparated  for  a  :hcrt  time*  as  will  hereafter  be 
obi'ervtj. 

+  The  firft  money  being  ftruck  in  1652,  the  fame  date  was  continued  upon  all 
that  was  ftruck  for  30  years  after  ;  and  although  there  are  a  great  variety  of  die:., 
it  cannot  now  be  determined  :n  what  years  the  pieces  were  coined.  No  other 
colony  ever  prefumed  to  coin  any  metal  into  money.  It  muft  be  confidered  that 
at  this  time  there  was  no  King  in  Ifrael.  No  notice  was  taken  of  it  by  the  par- 
liament nor  by  Cromwell  ;  and  havirg  been  thus  indulged,  there  was  a  tacit  al« 
lowance  of  it  afterwards  even  by  King  Charles  11.  for  mere  than  20  years ;  and 
although  it  was  made  one  of  the  charges  againft  the  colony  when  the  charter  was 
called  in  queftion,  yet  no  great  ftrefs  was  laid  upon  it.  It  appeared  to  have  been 
i'o  beneficial,  that  during  Sir  Edmund  Andros's  adminiftration  endeavours  were 
ufed  to  obtain  leave  for  continuing  it,  and  the  objections  againft  it  feeni  not  to  have, 
proceeded  from  its  being  an  encroachment  upon  the  prerogative,  for  the  mctirn  was 
referred  to  themafterof  the  mint,  and  the  report  againft  it  was  upon  mere  prudential 
enumerations.     It  is  certain  that  great  care  was  taken  to  prefeive  the  puiity  of  the 

coin. 
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fame  feiltons  a  committee  or  council  of  trade  was  appoint- 
ed, after  the  example,  as  expreffed  in  the  order,  ot 
parliament  of  Great-Britain,  who  were  to  meet  at  Bofbotl 
or  Charleftown  to  receive  propofals  for  promoting  trade  ; 
but  nothing  came  from  this  attempt.* 

In  October  1651  hostilities  began  between  the  EngiilTi 
and  Dutch  in  Europe.  The  Dutch  colony  at  Manhadoes 
was  in  too  feeble  a  ftate  openly  to  annoy  the  En'gliih  colo- 
nies their  neighbours,  and  therefore  defired  to  preferve 
peace  in  America.  The  Englifh  colonies  carried  on  an 
advantageous  trade  with  the  Dutch,  and  were  for  that 
realon  willing  to  continue  friendlhip,  and  a  correfpondence 
was  kept  up  between  the  fubjects  of  the  two  nations.  In 
an  addrefs  from  the  general  court  to  Cromwell,  they  con- 
ficler  themfeives  as  at  liberty  to  continue  in  peace  with  the 
Dutch,  and  fuppofe  their  own  aft  to  be  necelTary  to  bring 

them 

coia.  I  do  pot  find,  notwithstanding,  that  it  obtained  a  currency  any  where, 
otherwife  thin  as  bullion,  except  in  the  New-England  colonies.  A  very  large  fura 
was  coined.  The  mint  mailer,  John  Hull,  railed  a  large  fortune  from  ir.  He 
was  to  coin  the  money,  of  the  jufl  alloy  ol  the  then  new  fterling  F.nglifh  money  , 
and  for  all  charges  which  thould  attend  melting,  refining  and  coining,  he  was  to 
be  allowed  to  take  fifteen  pence  out  of  every  twenty  ihillings.  The  court  were 
afterwards  fenfible  that  this  was  too  advantageous  a  contract,  and  Mr.  Hull  was 
offered  a  fum  of  money  by  the  cr>urt  to  relea'e  them  from  it,  but  he  refufed  to  do 
it.  He  left  a  large  perfc.nl  eftatc,  and  one  of  the  beft  real  e#a:e*  in  'h<°  eountrj . 
Samuel  Sewalt,  who  married  his  only  daughter,  received  with  her,  as  was  com- 
monly reported,  thirty  thoufand  nounds  in  New-England  (billings.  "  He  wi- 
the fon  of  a  poor  woman,  but  dutiful  ro  and  tender  of  his  mother,  which  Mr. 
Wilfon  his  minifter  observing,  pronounced  that  God  would  bieis  him,  and  although 
he  was  then  poor  yet  he  lhould  raife  a  great  eilate."     Magnolia. 

*  Man".  Records 

One  Hugh  Parl'ons  of  Springfield  was  trice"  in  1651  for  witchcraft,  and  found 
guilty  by  the  jury.     The  magiftrites  refufed  to  cbnfent  to  the  verdid  : 
eafe,  as  the  law  provided,  came  to  the  generai  court,  who  determined  that 
not  legally* guilty  of  witchcraft. 

Mr  Cotton,  the  celebrated  mimlter  of  thechuichof  Bofton  and  the  pat; 
New- England,  died  Dec.  23,  1652,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age.  M 
bard  gives  this  character  of  him  :  "  His  excellent  learning  and  profound  judgment, 
*'  eminent  gravity,  chriftian  candour,  and  fweet  temper  of  fpim'i  whereby  he 
*«  could  very  placidly  bear  thoie  who  differed  from  him  in  their  appreher.fbns, 
**  made  him  moft  defired  whilft  he  was  amongil  ahem,  and  the  more  iarnented 
«  when  he  was  removed  from  hence.  So  equal  a  contention  beiween  learning 
w  and  meeknefs,  magnanimity  and  humility,  is  feldom  feen  in  any  one  perfon." 
Upon  his  death-bed  he  ordered  his  fon  to  burn  all  his  papers  relative  to  the  reli- 
gious diiputes  began  in  the  time  of  Sir  Henry  Vane's  year.  He  had  bundled 
them  all  up  with  an  intention  to  do  it  himfelf,  but  death  prevented  his  going  into 
his  ftudy  for  that  pirrpofe.  His  fon,  loth  to  rleftroy  what  appeared  to  him  valua- 
ble, made  a  cafe  ofcor.fcier.ee  to  Mr.  Norton,  whether  he  was  bound  to  comply. 
Nr.  Norton  determined  againft  the  papers.  (MS  Letters.)  Mr.  Cotton's  life  was 
publifhed  by  his  fucceiibr,  Mr.  Norton ;  and  afterwards  by  his  grandfoi;t  DocXqT 
Cotton  Mather. 
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them  into  a  ftate  of  war,  notwithstanding  the  two  nations 
were  at  war  in  Europe.*  But  in  1653  information  was 
given  by  the  Indians  from  feveral  quarters  that  the  Dutch 
governor  was  privately  foliciting  them  to  a  general  confed- 
eracy, in  order  totally  to  extirpate  the  Englifli.  The 
maffacre  at  Amboyna  was  then  but  a  late  affair.  A  gen- 
eral alarm  was  fpread  through  the  colonies.  An  extraor- 
dinary meeting  of  the  commimoners  was  called  at  Bofton, 
April  19,  "  to  confider  of  feveral  rumours  and  reports, 
"  gathered  from  the  Indians  and  others,  that  the  Dutch 
"  had  plotted  with  the  Indians  and  itirred  them  up  to  cut' 
"  off  the  Englilh."  The  refult  of  this  firfl  meeting  was, 
that  although  the  evidence  was  fo  ftrong  as  that  fome  of  the 
commiflloners  looked  upon  it  to  be  full  proof,  yet  they 
thought  it  moft  expedient  the  Dutch  governor  mould 
have  opportunity  of  making  anfwer  ;  but  before  any  mef- 
fage  could  be  fent,  letters  were  received  from  him,  deny- 
ing all  which  the  Indians  or  any  others  had  charged  him 
with,  wondering  the  Englifli  would  give  credit  to  Indian 
teftimonies,  and  offering  to  come  or  fend,  or  to  make  an- 
fwer to  any  deputies  which  might  be  fent  thither.  It  was 
thought  proper  to  fend  agents  to  him,  viz.  Francis  New- 
man, an  affiftant  of  New-Haven,  John  Leveret  (afterwards 
governor  of  Maflachufetts)  and  William  Davis  ;  and  in  a 
letter  fent  by  them  from  the  commiffioners,  the  governor 
was  told,  "  that  he  had  made  ufe  of  Indian  teftimonies 
againft  New-Haven  in  a  cafe  of  land,  that  Kieft  his  prede- 
ceilor  had  done  it  in  a  cafe  of  life,  and  that  the  Dutch 
governor  and  council  at  Amboyna. had  made  a  bloody 
ufe  Of  the  Japonefes  confeflion  (though  extorted  by  tor- 
ture) againft  Captain  Towerfon  and  the  Englifli  chriftians 
there."  The  commiffioners  demanded  fatisfaction  for 
paft  injuries,  and  fecurity  for  the  future.  Whilft  their 
agents  were  gone,  they  determined  what  number  of  men 
fhould  be  raifed  if  God  fhould  call  them  to  war  againft  the 
Dutch,  viz.  500,-j"  and  appointed  Capt.  Leveret  the  com- 
manding officer,  unlets  Maflachufetts  ihould  have  fome 
weighty  objection  againft  him.    Notwithftanding  the  offers 

made 

*  Appendix,  No.  10. 

+  Maflachufetts  333,  Plymouth  60,  Cosne&icut  65,  New-Haven  4-. 
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made  by  the  Dutch  governor  in  his  letter,  he  refufed  to 
iubmit  to  any  examination  into  the  affair  by  the  agents  or 
commiflioners,  any  further  than  a  committee  of  his  own 
council  fhould  concur  with  them.  They  took  the  tefti- 
mony  of  divers  Indians  and  others,  and  returned  to  Bofton. 
But  however  ftrong  proofs  there  were,  the  commiflioners 
were  divided  in  opinion,  and  a  conference  was  had  before 
the  Maflachufetts  general  court  and  many  of  the  elders, 
A  ftate  of  the  cafe  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Eaton  on  the  one 
fide,  and  another  by  Mr.  Denifon  on  the  other,  and  the 
elders  *  were  defired  to  draw  up  their  opinion  ;  which  was, 
"  That  the  proofs  and  prefumptions  of  the  execrable  plot, 
tending  to  the  deftrn&ion  of  fo  many  of  the  dear  faints  of 
God,  imputed  to  the  Dutch  governor  and  the  fifcal,  were 
of  fuch  weight  as  to  induce  them  to  believe  the  reality  of 
it  ;  yet  they  were  not  fo  fully  conclusive  as  to  clear  up  a 
prefent  proceeding  to  war  before  the  world,  and  to  bear  up 
their  hearts  with  that  fulnefs  of  perfuafion  which  was  meet 
in  commending  the  cafe  to  God  in  prayer  and  to  the  peo- 
ple in  exhortations,  and  that  it  would  be  fafeft  for  the  col- 
onies to  forbear  the  ufe  of  the  fword  ;  but  advifed  to  be  in 
a  poflure  of  defence  and  readinefs  for  action  until  the  mind 
of  God  mould  be  more  clearly  known,  either  tor  a  fettled 
peace  or  more  manifeft  grounds  of  war."  The  deputies  by 
their  vote  expreffed  a  concurrence  in  fentiments  with  the 
elders.  On  the  26th  of  May  letters  were  received  from 
Hartford  and  New-Haven,  advifmg  that  the  Dutch  gover- 
nor was  endeavouring,  by  prefents  and  other  methods,  to 
engage  the  Mohawks  and  the  Indians  between  Hudfoh's 
river  and  Delaware  to  fall  upon  the  Englifh.  A  meflenger 
arrived  the  fame  day  from  Manhadoes  with  a  long  letter 
from  the  Dutch  governor,  complaining  of  encroachments 
and  other  grievances  from  the  Englifh,  and  exculpating 
himfelf  in  general  terms  from  any  plots  or  defigns  againft 
them.  The  commiffioners  required  further  fatisfaction  and 
fecurity  from  him.  Mr.  Norice,  teacher  of  the  church  at 
Salem,  "  in  the  name  of  many  penfive  hearts  there,"  pre- 
fented  their  feme  to  the  commiffioners  in  favour  of  a  war  ; 

and 

*  The  elders  continued  to  be  confulted  in  ever)'  affair  of  importance  as  long  as 
the  charter  continued.  The  (hare  they  had  in  temporal  affairs  added  to  the  weight 
they  had  acquired  from  their  fpiritual  employments!  and  they  were  in  high  eiteern. 
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and  the  commiflioners  themfelves  were  all  of  the  fame  mind, 
except  Mr.  Bradftreet,  one  of  the  MaiTachufetts  ccmmif- 
fioners ;  Mr.  Hawthorne,  the  other,  joining  with  thofe  of 
the  three  other  colonies  ;  but  their  proceedings  were  inter- 
rupted by  a  declaration  fent  in  by  the  general  court  of 
MaiTachufetts,  "  that  no  determination  of  the  commif- 
fioners,  though  they  fhould  all  agree,  mould  bind  the 
general  court  to  join  in  an  offenfive  war  which  fhould  ap- 
pear to  fuch  general  court  to  be  unjuft."  This  decla- 
ration occafioned  fuch  altercations  between  the  MaiTa- 
chufetts general  court  and  the  commiflioners  of  the  three 
other  colonies,  at  the  next  meeting,  as  threatened  a 
diflblution  of  the  confederacy,  which  feems,  upon  this 
occafion  alfo,  to  have  been  prevented  only  by  the  inferior- 
ity of  the  reft  to  MaiTachufetts,  and  their  inability  to 
ftand  alone.  Where  flates  in  alliance  are  greatly  difpro- 
portioned  in  ftrength  and  importance,  pOwer  often  prevails 
over  right.  The  government  of  New-Haven  were  Co  fen- 
fiblc  of  their  danger,  that  they  fent  their  agents  to  England" 
to  make  a  reprefentation  of  it  to  Cromwell ;  who  ordered 
three  or  four  mips,  with  a  fmall  number  of  forces,  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Dutch,  and  recommended  to  the  MaiTa- 
chufetts colony  to  afford  their  affiflance.  The  fhips  were 
delayed,  and  did  not  arrive  at  Bofton  until  the  latter  end 
of  May  or  beginning  of  June  1654.  The  governor  called 
the  aflembly,  which  met  the  9th  of  June,  and  immediately 
came  into  the  following  refolution  :  "  The  general  court 
"  having  received  and  perufed  a  letter  from  his  Highneis 
"  the  Lord  Protector  of  the  commonwealth  of  England, 
"  Scotland  and  Ireland,  full  of  great  and  favourable  refpecT, 
"  to  this  colony,  which  they  defire  to  keep  in  grateful 
"  remembrance  ;  and  fhall  be  ready  at  all  times,  wherein 
"  they  may  with  fafety  to  the  liberty  of  their  confeiences, 
"  public  peace  and  welfare,  to  their  utmoft  to  attend 
"  to  his  Highnefs's  pleafure.  This  court  therefore  de-- 
"  dares,  that  though  they  underftand  that  the  colony  is 
"  not  in  fuch  a  capacity  as  may  be  apprehended  to  fend 
"  forth  fuch  numbers  of  men  as  might  vigorously  aflift  in 
"  that  undertaking,  yet  do  freely  confent  and  give  liberty 
s<  to  his  Highnefs's  commiflioners.  Major  Robert  Sedge- 

"  wick 
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"  wick*  and  Capt.  John  Leveret,  to'raife  within  our  ju« 
'•  rifdiction  the  number  of  five  hundred  volunteers  to  affifl 
"  them  in  their  enterprise  againft  the  Dutch,  provided 
"  the  perfons  might  be  free  frefn  legal  -}-  engagements." 
The  fftips  had  a  very  long  pafFage,  fo  that  the  news  of  the 
peace  with  the  Dutch,  which  was  figned  the  5th  of  April, 
prevented  their  proceeding.  This  occafioned  the  com- 
mander in  chief  to  turn  his  forces,  together  with  thofe  rail- 
ed in  MaiTachufetts  another  way,  and  to  diflodge  the 
French  from  Penobfcot,  St.  Johnrs,  &c.  where  they  met 
with  no'  great  refi  trance,  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  this 
was  done  without  inftructions  from  Cromwell.];  It  was  a 
time  of  peace  between  the  two  nations,  but  the  Engiilh 
had  good  right  to  the  country,  and  the  complaints  of  the 
French  in  Europe  could  not  prevail  upon  Cromwell  to 
give  it  up  again.  |[  The  peace  with  the  Dutch,  together 
^'ith  "  the  hopeful  etcablifhment  of  government  in  Eng- 
land," occafioned  a  public  thankfgiving  in  Mafiachufetts 
(Sept.  20th)  and  an  order,  pafl'ed  the  lafl  year,  prohibiting 
trade  with  the  Dutch,  was  repealed.  Stuyvefant,  the 
Dutch  governor,  in  thefe  negotiations  conducted  himfelf 
very  artfully.  New-Haven  and  Connecticut  were  the  two 
colonies  with  which  he  was  immediately  engaged  in  con- 
troverfy.  He  might  have  been  a  match  for  one  if  not 
both  thofe  colonies,  but  they  were  in  alliance  with  Mafia-* 
chufetts.  His  all  depended  upon  preferring  the  friendship 
of  that  colony.     He  therefore  kept  up  a  conflant  corref- 

pondence 

*  Scd?ewick  had  becit  of  the  artillery  company  in  London,  afterwards  lived 
at  Charleftown  in  New- England,  and  was  the  lirft  military  officer  there,  and  ia 
great  repute.  I  fuppofe  he  died  in  England.  There  were  feveral  perlons  dei- 
cended  from  him  living  in  England  a  few  jears  ago. 

+  By  legal  engagements  mult  be  intended  apprenticefhip  and  other  fervitude> 
as  well  as  procelles  from  courts,  &c. 

X  The  report  in  New-England  was,  that  Sedgswick  had  only  verbal  inftrtic* 
tions  from  fome  of  Oliver's  fea  commanders,  and  that  Uiis  was  the  realon  the 
country  was  lo  easily  given  up  at  the  treaty  ol  Breda.     llltbburd. 

I!  Mr.  Dudley,  deputy  governor,  died  July  31,  1653.  in  the  77th  year  of  his 
age,  greatly  lamented,  being  a  principal  Jounder  of  the  colony,  and  having  recom- 
mended himfelf  by  great  firittnefs  and  fidelity  in  the  ctifchafge  of  his  truft,  haying 
never  been  out  of  the  magiftracy,  and  generally  either  governor  01  deputy  gover- 
nor. He  was  zealoui  beyond  meai'ure  agair.lt  all  forts  of  heretics.  At  the  next 
election  for  1654,  Mr.  Endicwt  was  chofen  deputy  governor  in  Mr.  Dudley'*  Acad? 
Mr  Bellingham  being  choi'en  governor. 

Vol.  I.  M 
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po'ndence  with  Mr.  Winthrop  j  and  although  he  would 
not  concede  to  propofals  for  a  joint  trade  with  the  fix  na- 
tions, yet  he  encouraged  trade  between  Maflachufetts  and 
Manhadoes,  and,  what  was  more,  he,  as  well  as  his  prede- 
ceflbr  Kieft,  made  great  pretences  to  religion.  Kieft  was 
a  ferious  man.  Plymouth  fell  in  with  Connecticut  and 
•New-Haven,  and  Maflachufetts  rauft  have  don^  fo  too  if 
the  Dutch  had  committed  any  hcftilitics.  Stuyveiant  reft 
trained  his  own  people,  but  at  the  fame  time  fecretly  en- 
couraged the  Indians  to  fall  upon  the  Engliih.  The  Nar- 
raganfets  were  numerous,  the  Maquas  or  fix  nations  were 
more  fo.  A  general  union  of  the  Indians,  which  it  was 
fuppofed  he  was  endeavouring,  muft  have  been  the  ruin 
of  the  Englifh  colonies  ;  and  although,  it  might  be  expec- 
ted that  when  they  had  rid  themfelvcs  of  the  Englifh,  the 
Dutch  would  be  in  danger  of  the  fame  fate,  yet  this  was 
the  lead  and  moil  remote  danger  of  the  two.  They  were 
conftantly  in  fear  of  the  Engliih.  Their  right  to  any  part 
of  the  country  had  never  been  allowed  in  England. (  They 
were  often  threatened  by  the  colonics  in  America,  as  the 
Dutch  governors  mention  in  their  letters.  Kieft  complains 
to  Winthrop,  that  "  fome  of  the  Englifh  had  laid  publicly 
"  that  their  countrymen  were  fools  to  fufTer  the  Dutch  to 
*'  live  there  in  the  centre." 

Maflachufetts  complied  with  Cromwell's  propofal  to 
extirpate  the  Dutch,  notwithfhinding  their  former  icruples 
of  the  lawfulnefs  of  it.  There  muft  have  been  fome  other 
reafons,  no  doubt  thofe  I  have  mentioned,  which  caufed 
them  to  be  fo  backward  in  joining  with  the  other 
colonies.  They  did  not  forefee,  what  has  iincc  happened, 
that  the  neighbourhood  of  the  colonies  of  different  nations 
would- one  time  or  other  engage  the  powers  in  Europe  in 
their  refpeclive  defence  and  annoyance.  Without  this, 
they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  either  Dutch  or  Frencii. 
They  were  ten  times  as  numerous  as  both,  and  continual- 
ly increaiing  in  much  greater  proportion  than  either  of 
the  other,  whofe  prefent  or  future  interior  force  could 
caufe  no  great  apprehenfions. 

Whilft  thcfe  difputes  with  the  Dutch  were  depending, 
r.he  Narraganfet  Indians  made  attacks  upon  the  Indians  of 

Long- 
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Long-Iiland,  who  were  under  the  protection  of  the  EngliOi. 
This,  together  with  the  confpiracy  which  Ninigrate  the 
Narraganfet  fachem  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  with  the  Dutch 
governor,  the  commiflioncrs  of  the  Englifh  colonies  (all 
but  Mr.  Bradftreet)  thought  to  be  a  fumcient  ground  for 
making  war  again  ft  the  Indians,  and  came  to  a  refolution 
in  t6*;3  that  250  men  fhould  be  forthwith  raifed  in  the 
feveral  colonies,  but  the  MafTachufetts  general  court  refuf- 
ed  to  raile  their  quota.  The  hoftilities  between  the  In- 
dians continuing  until  1654,  and  many  upland  Indians,  as 
they  were  called,  viz.  Wampanoags,*  Pocanoticks,*  &c. 
being  collected  together,  the  commiilioners  fent  a  mefiea* 
ger  to  Ninigrate,  who  foon  returned  with  the  following 
anfwer,  which  is  here  inferted  to  fhew  the  authority  the 
Englifh  afTumed  at  that  time  over  the  Indians,  and  the 
fenfe  they  ftill  retained  of  their  independency. 

"  Jonathan  Gilbert  returned  18th  Sept.  1654,  and 
brought  Ninigrate's  anfwer,  in  the  words  following : 
Having  acquainted  him  that  the  commifiioners  were 
met  at  Hartford,  and  that  they  had  perufed  the  letter 
fent  to  the  governor  of  the  MafTachufetts,  he  anfwered 
he  knew  nothing  of  any  iuch  letter,  and  made  ftrange 
of  it. 

"  Concerning  his  invading  the  Long-Iflanders,  he  an- 
fwered, Wherefore  mould  he  acquaint  the  commifiioners, 
when  as  the  Long-Iflanders  began  with  him,  and  had 
flain  a  (achem's  fon  and  lixty  others  of  his  men,  and 
therefore  he  will  not  make  peace  with  the  Long-Ifland- 
ers, but  doth  defire  that  the  Englifh  will  let  him  alone, 
and  that  the  commifiioners  would  not  requeft  him  to  go 
to  Hartford,  for  he  hath  done  no  hurt.  What  mould 
he  do  there  ?  If  your  governor's  fon  was  flain,  and  fever- 
al other  men,  would  you  afk  counfel  of  another  nation 
how  and  when  to  right  yourfelves  ?  And  added,  that  he 
would  neither  go  nor  fend  to  Hartford. 
"  Concerning  the  upland  Indians,  his  anfwer  was,  That 
they  were  his  friends,  and  came  to  help  him  againft  the 
Long-Iflanders,   which  had  killed   feveral  of  his  men. 

"  Wherefore 

**  Afterwards  called  Philip's  Indians. 

M  2 
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"  Wherefore  mould  he  acquaint  the  commiflioners  with 
**  it  ?  He  did  but  right  his  own  quarrel,  which  the  Long- 
"  Iflanders  began  with  him." 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer,  the  commiflioners 
agreed  to  raife  forthwith  270  foot  and  40  horfe  out  of  the 
feveral  colonies,  and  gave  a  commiffion  to  Major  Simon 
Willard  to  command  them,  with  inftructicns  "  to  take  as 
many  of  faid  forces  as  mould  be  at  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous by  the  13th  of  October  ;  and  to  march  with  them  to 
.Ninigrate  ;  and  to  require  his  compliance  with  the  de- 
mands made  upon  him ;  and,  if  he  refufed,  to  compel 
him  to  it ;  and,  if  it  mould  be  neceifary,  to  fend  immedi- 
ately for  the  remainder  of  the  forces,  and  a  greater  number 
if  neceifary."  Willard  marched  with  his  men  into  the 
Narraganfet  country.  Ninigrate  with  his  men  had  fecured 
themfelves  in  a  fwamp,  where  it  was  not  thought  advifable 
to  attack  them  ;  and  the  forces  returned  with  no  other' 
fuccefs  than  the  bringing  off  a  number  of  the  Pequods, 
who  had  been  left  with  the  Narraganfets  by  the  Engliih 
ever  fince  the  Pequod  war,  upon  the  promife  of  an  annual 
payment  for  each  head.  The  commander  made  it  a  pari 
of  his  excufe,  that  the  inftructions  to  him  were  equivocal. 
But  the  commiflioners  were  offended  at  this  proceeding, 
and  charged  him  with  negle&ing  an  opportunity  of  hum- 
*bling  the  pride  of  Ninigrate,  which  fince  the  return  of  the 
forces  was  greatly  increafed,  and  left  him  to  confider  what- 
latisfaclion  was  to  be  expected  from  him  and  t-hofe  of  his 
council  who  joined  with  him.*  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
Major  Willard  was  a  Mailachufetts  man  ;  and  alt  hough- 
that  colony  had  fo  far  complied  with  the  reft  as  to  join  in 
fending  out  the  forces,  yet  they  ftill  were  defirous  of  avoid- 
ing an  open  war.  This  was  the  fecond  time  of  their  pre- 
venting a  general  war,  contrary  to  the  minds  of  fix  of  the' 
commiflioners  of  the  other  colonies. -fr- 

The 

*  Records  of  united  colonies. 

+  Mr.  Edward  Winflow,  who  had  been  feveral  years  governor  of  Plymouth 
colony  1  died  May  S,  1655,  on  board  the  fleet  which  was  fent  againft  Hii'paniola. 
He  wns  fent  to  England  agent  for  Mailachufetts.  He  attained  to  fuch  favour  as- 
to  be  made  one  of  Cromwell's  grand  commiflioners  in  the  expedition.  He  was  a- 
gentleman  of  the  heft  family  of  any  ©f  the  Plymouth  planters,  his  father,  Ed- 
ward Window,  Efq.  being  a  peifon  of  fame  figure  at  Draughttvich  in  Worcefter- 

fnire. 
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The  moll  remarkable  occurrence  in  the  colony  In  the 
•year  1655  was  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  Mrs.  Ann 
Hibbins  for  witchcraft.  Her  hufband,  who  died  in  the 
year  1654,  was  an  agent  for  the  colony  in  England,  feveral 
years  one  ®f  the  affiitants,  and  a  merchant  of  note  in  the 
town  of  Bofton  ;  but  lofTes  in  the  latter  parr  of  his  life  had 
reduced  his  efhite,  and  increafed  the  natural  crabbednefs 
pf  his  wife's  temper,  which  made  her  turbulent  and  quarrel- 
fome,  and  brought  her  under  church  ceniures,  and  at  length 
rendered  her  fo  odious  to  her  neighbours  as  to  caufe  fome 
pf  them  to  accufe  her  of  witchcraft.  The  jury  brought 
her  in  guilty,  but  the  magiftrai.es  refufed  to  accept  the  ver- 
dict. ;  fo  the  caufe  came  to  the  general  court,  where  the 
popular  clamour  prevailed  againft  hej,  and  the  miferable 
old  woman  was  condemned  and  executed .  Search  was  made 
upon  her  body  for  tetts,  and  in  her  chefts  and  boxes  for 
puppets,  images,  &c.  but  there  is  no  record  of  any  thing 
of  that  fort  being  found.  Mr.  Beach,  a  miniiler  in  Jamaica, 
in  a  letter  to  Doctor  Increafe  Mather  in  the  year  1684, 
fays,  "  You  may  remember  what  I  have  fometimes  told 
"  you  your  famous  Mr.  Norton  once  faid  at  his  own  table 
"  before  Mr.  Willbn  the  paftor,  elder  Penn  and  mytelf  and 
"  wife,  Sec.  who  had  the  honour  to  be  his  guefh  : — That 
"  one  of  your  magiftrates  wives,  as  I  remember,  was  hanged 
"  for  a  witch  only  for  paving  more  wit  than  her  neighbours. 
I"  It  was  his  very  expreijion  ;  {he  having,  as  he  explained 
"  it,  unhappily  guefled  that  two  of  her  perfecutors  whom 
"  (lie  faw  talking  in  the  ftreet  were  talking  of  her,  which 
"  proving  true,  cofl  her  her  life,  notwithstanding  all  he 
"  could  do  to  the  contrary,  as  he  himfelf  told  us.'* 

It  fared  with  her  as  it  did  with  Joan  of  Arc  in  France. 
Some  counted  her  a  faint  and  fome  a  witch,  and  fome  ob~ 
ferved  folemn  marks  of  Providence  fet  upon  thofe  who 
were  very  forward  to  condemn  her,  and  to  brand  others 

upon 

fhire.     An  elegy  occafioned   by   his  death   has   much  of  the  fpirit  of  Thomas 
Baffin's  epitaph,  which  I  remember  to  have  read  in  Stepney  church  yard. 

The  eighth  of  May,  weft  from  'Spaniola's  lhore, 

God  took  from  us  our  grand  commiffioner, 

Winflow  by  name,  a  man  in  chiefeft  truft, 

Whofe  life  was  fweet  and  convention  juft, 

Whofe  parts  and  wifdom  mod  men's  did  excell> 

An  honour  to  his  place  as  all  can  tell. 
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upon  the  like  ground  with  the  like  reproach.*  This  was 
the  fecond  inftance  upon  record  of  any  perfon's  being  exe- 
cuted for  witchcraft  in  New-England. -f- 

About  this  time,  however  inconfiftent  it  may  feem  with 
the  profeffed  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  and  the  freedom  of 
every  church,  the  general  court  in  feveral  inftances  inter- 
pofed  their  authority.  They  laid  a  large  fine  upon  the 
church  at  Maiden  for  choofing  a  minifter  without  the  con- 
lent  and  approbation  of  the  neighbouring  churches  and  al- 
lowance of  the  magifbates,  and  foon  after,  viz.  in  1653, 
they  reftrained  the  north  church  in  Bofton  from  calling 
Mr.  Powell  to  be  their  minifter,  who  had  the  character  of 
a  well-gifted  though  illiterate  man,  and  went  fo  far  as  to 
recommend  to  them  Mr.  Reyner,  who  had  been  a  minifter 
at  New-Plymouth. 

It  was  juftly  obferved  upon  this  occaficn,  that  "  let  the 
c<  experience  of  all  reformed  churches  be  confulted,  and  it 
sc  will  appear  that  diforder  and  confufion  in  the  church  will 
"-  not  be  avoided  by  all  the  determinations,  advice  and 
tc  council  of  fynods  or  other  meftengers  of  churches,  unlets 
"  they  be  a  little  actuated  by  the  civil  authority  :  all  men 
"  are  naturally  fo  wedded  to  their  own  apprehenfions,  that, 
'  unlefs  there  be  a  coercive  power  to  reftrain,  the  order  and 
<{  rule  of  the  gcfpel  will  not  be  attended."]; 

Mr.  Endicot  was  governor  in  16^,  and  was  annually 
ehofen  until  1660,  and  Mr.  Bellingham  deputy  governor 
each  year.jj  During  this  period  the  trade  of  the  colony 
was  in  a  flourifhing  ftate,  free  admiflion  being  allowed  to 
all  nations,  and  the  vellels  of  the  colony  trading  to  and 
from  France,  Holland,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  the  im- 
portation of  no  commodities  whatfoever  being  prohibited, 

or 

*  Hubbard. 

t  She  was  not  executed  until  June  1656.  She  difpofed  of  her  cllate  by  will, 
executed  May  27.  1656,  and  a  codicil  June  16.  She  appointed  feveral  of  the 
principal  gentlemen  overfeerSj  and  hoped  they  would  Ihew  her  to  much  refpedt 
as  to  fee  her  decently  interred.     There  was  no  forfeiture  of  goods  for  felony. 

4  Hubbard. 

3  Richard  Rvff.U  and  'Thomas  Danforth  were  chofen  afllftants  in  1659,  the 
former  of  Charledown.  His  foil,  grandfon,  and  two-  of  his  great  grandions.  have 
been  fince  of  the  council.  [The  prefc-nt  Thomas  Ri.Jftll,  Elq.  who  has  alio  been 
of  the  council,  is  defcended  from  him.  |  The  latter  was  of  Cambridge,  and  had  a 
great  flvire  in  managing  the  public  affairs  in  the  moft  difficult  times.  Ik  left  no 
liiale  children. 
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or  under  any  clog  or  reftraint.  Notwithstanding  the  great1 
variety  of  fe&aries  in  England,  there  had  been  no  divifions 
of  any  confequence  in  Maffachufetts ;  but  from  1637  to 
16^6  they  enjoj'ed,  in  general,  great  quietnefs,in  their  ec- 
clehaftical  affairs,  difcords  in  particular  churches  being 
healed  and  made  up  by  a  fubmiffion  to  the  arbitrament  of 
neighbouring  churches,  and  lbmctimes  the  interposition  of 
the  civil  power.  The  reputation  not  only  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  churches,  but  alio  of  the  New-England  clergy, 
had  been  for  fome  time  very  great  in  England,  and  the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Cotton,  Hooker,  Davenport,  and  others, 
are  cited  as  authorities  by  many  Englifh  divines.  The 
perfecution  of  the  epifcopalians  by  the  prevailing  powers  in 
England  was  evidently  from  revenge  for  the  perfecution 
they  had  fuffered  themfelves,  and  from  political  confidera- 
tions  and  the  prevalence  of  a  party,  feeing  all  other  opin- 
ions and  professions,  however  abfurd,  were  tolerated  ;  but  in 
New- England  it  mull  be  corifefled  that  bigotry  and  cruel 
zeal  prevailed,  and  to  that  degree  that  no  opinions  but 
their  own  could  be  tolerated.  They  were  fincerc,  but 
mistaken  in  their  principles  ;  and,  abfurd  as  it  is,  it  is  too 
evident,  they  believed  it  to  be  for  the  glory  of  God  to  take 
away  the  lives  of  his  creatures  for  maintaining  tenets  con- 
trary to  what  they  profeifed  themfelves.  This  occafioned 
complaints  against  the  colony  to  the  parliament  and  to 
Cromwell,  but  without  fuccefs.* 

Mr.  Winilow  the  agent  for  the  colony  in  England  being 
dead,  Mr.  Leveret,  one  of  Cromwell's  commissioners  in  the 
expedition  to  Acadie,  was  appointed  in  his  (lead..  Cromwell 
had  been  very  desirous  of  drawing  off'  the  New-Eng- 
land crs  to  people  Ireland  after  his  fuccefTes  there,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  New-Haven  had  ferious  thoughts  of  remov- 
ing,  but  did  not  carry  their  defign  into  execution.  Ja- 
maica being  conquered,  Cromwell  renewed  his  invitation 
to  the  colony  of  Maflachufetts  to  remove  and  to  go  and 
people  that  ifland,  and  it  appears  by  Mr.  Leveret's  letters 

and 

*  In  165;  a  diftemper  went  through  the  plantations  in  New- England,  like  to 
that  in  1647.  It  was  fo  epidemical  that  few  were  able  to  vilit  tlieir  friends  at 
any  diftanee  to  perform  the  lalt  offices  to  them.  It  was  attended  with  a  taint 
eougli.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Rogers,  minifter  of  Ipfwich,  died  of  it  July  z.  Jie 
was  fon  of  Mr.  John  Rogers,  a  celebrated  puritan  preacher  at  Dedham  in  'Eng- 
land* defcended  from  the  pretoniartyy  in  'sj^jeen  Mary's  reign.       Hubbard. 
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and  a  letter  from  the  general  court  to  Cromwell  that  hs 
had  it  much  at  heart.*     Cromwell  forefaw  that  the  Weft- 
India 

*  ««  At  my  prefenting  your  letter  of  the  firfl  of  December  56  to  his  highnefsj 
he  W3S  pleafed  to  inquire  of  New-England's  condition,  and  what  news  as  to  the 
bu  ft  fiefs  of  Jamaica  ;  to  which  I  ga\e  anfwer  according  to  the  advice  received. 
By  his  refent  thereof,  together  with  what  I  had  from  him  the  iSth  of  November, 
he  mamftfteth  a  very  ftror.g  dellra  in  him  for  foine  leading  and  confiderablo 
company  of  New-England  men  to  go  thither;  for  at  that  time  he  was  pleafed  to 
e-Xprefs,  that  he  did  apprehend  the  people  of  New-England  had  as  clear  a  call 
to  tranfport  themlelves  from  thence  to  Jamaica,  as  they  had  from  England  to 
New- England,  in  order  to  their  bettering  their  outward  conc.ition,  Cod  having 
promifed  his  people  mould  be  the  head,  and  not  the  tail  ;  belides,  that  defign 
hath  its  tendency  to  the  overthrow  of  the  man  of  fin  :  and  withal  was  pleafed  to 
3dd,  that  though  ihe  people  had  been  (ickly,  yet  it  was  faid  to  be  a  climacterical 
year;  that  others  had  Deen  to  view  the  place,  as  Nevis  people,  who  upon  liking 
were  gone  down,  and  Chriftopher's  people  were  upon  motion,  and  he  hoped 
by  what  intelligence  he  had  from  Capt.  Gookin  that  fome  considerable  numbers 
would  go  trorn  New- England-  His  highnefs  was  pleafed  to  hear  me  in  what  J 
objected.  As  to  the  bettering  our  outward  condition,  though  we  had  not  any 
among  us  that  had  to  boaft,  as  fome  particulars  in  other  plantations,  of  railing 
themlelves  to  gieat  cftates,  >et,  take  the  body  of  the  people,  and  all  things  con- 
ildsrcd,  they  lived  more  comfortably  like  Eriglifhrr.en  than  any  of  the  reft  of  the 
plantations.  To  which  his  highnefs  replied,  that  they  were  more  induftrious, 
what  then  would  tmy  be  in  a  better  country  ?  To  which  1  added,  that  there 
were  more  in  New, England  produced  to  befpeak  us  a  commoHwealth  than  in  al} 
the  Englith  plantations  befides ;  the  which  his  highnefs  granted.  I  objecting 
the  contrarie:y  of  lpirits,  principles,  manners  and  cuftomsof  the  people  of  New- 
England  to  them  that  were  at  the  ifland  or  in  any  other  plantations  that  could 
remove  thither,  fo  not  like  to  cement,  his  highnefs  replied  that  were  there  con- 
siderable perfons  that  would  remove  from  thence,  they  lhould  have  the  govern- 
ment in  their  hands,  and  be  ftrengthened  with  the  authority  of  England,  who 
might  be  capable  of  giving  check  to  the  ill  and  vicious  manners  of  all.  Whilft 
his  highnefs  was  pleafed  to  entertain  me  with  thefe  difcourfes,  an  honourable 
gentleman  of  his  council  came  in,  who.  hea-ing  his  highnefs  upon  New-  England, 
was  pleafed  to  exprefs  himfelf  concerning  New- England's  rigidnefs  and  peifecu- 
tion  ;  to  which  his  highnefs  was  pleafed  to  anfwer,  very  much  in  the  favour  of 
them,  that  they  acted  like  wife  men,  and  God  had  broken  the  defigns  of  evil 
jriflvunnnts,  bearing  witnefs  with  them  againft  evil  feducers  which  had  rifen  up 
among  them,  mentioning  one  or  two  ;  to  which  that  honourable  gentleman; 
replied,  the  mifcarriage  of  particular  perfons  proved  not  God's  bearing  witnefs 
agair.lt  the  body  of  them  that  withdrew  and  departed  from  them  for  their  rigid- 
nefs ;  to  which,  with  their  favour,  I  replied,  that  if  Rhods-Kland  and  thofis  parts 
were  intended,  that  then  God  had  borne  witnefs  againfl  them  in  general  as  well 
as  againft  particulars,  which  would  appear  by  that  loofenefs  and  profanenefs 
they  were  left  to,  io  that  they  had  nq*  only  declined  chnftian  religion  but  moral 
observations  ;  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  was  pleuf.'d  to  wave  'he  credit 
thereof,  and  exprefs,  that  if  it  were  fo,  he  thought  his  highnefs  ought  to  ani- 
madvert upon  one  and  the  other.  Much  more  palled  in  difcourfe,  and  his  high- 
11  el's  broke  off  with  this,  that  he  would  not  imports  any  particular  injunction  upon 
inc." — Ex;iu3  from  jf.  Leveret's  Utter  ta  governor  Endhot,  Lot -don..  Dec.  20,  i6j6. 

The  Court's  letter  to  Oliver  Cromwell. 

««  SIR, 

««  We  received  by  Capt.  Gookin   your  highnefs's  propofals  for  the  removal  of 

f  ours  to  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  which  by  our  order  were  communicated  to 

the  people  of  this  juiifdidicft  in  compliance  with  your  highnefs's  good  and  pious 

intuitions  of   planting  the  phoe    with  fuch   as  through  the  bleffing  of  God  mar 

hi-.pefull'y  promote  a  defign  fo  religious.     But  if,  by  the  intelligence  from  thence 

'A  the  mortality  pi*  the  English  tlie'rcf  the  motion  he.e  a'ofweietl)  not  expectation, 

may 
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India  planters  would  raife  eftates  far  fuperior  to  thofe  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  colonies,  and  though  a 
mere  wordly  confederation  was  not  proper  for  him  to  urge, 
yet  accompanied  with  the  fulfilment  of  a  divine  promife, 
that  God's  people  mould  be  the  head  and  not  the  tail,  it 
was  in  character,  and  he  artfully  enough  joined  it  with. the 
other  confideration.  But  all  was  infuifici.ent  to  induce  the 
people  of  New.-England  to  quit  a  country  where  they  could 
jive  tolerably,  and  were  indulged  with  all  the  privileges  tjiey 
defired,  and  we  have  no  account  of  many  families  having 
removed.  A  few  accepted  the  invitation.  Complaints 
were  carried  to  Cromwell  from  Rhode-Ifland  againft 
Maifachufetts  by  Clark,  Holmes  and  others,  but  Mr.  Lev- 
eret, who  was  a  captain  of  horte  under  Cromwell  during 
fome  part  of  the  war,  had  much  of  his  fiyour,  and  though 
he  could  not  prevent  the  Rhode-Iilanders  from  being  fa- 
vourably received,  for  no  fed:  could  fail  of  an  advocate  in 
Cromwell's  court,  yet  he  prevented  ib  much  as  an  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  Maflachufetts.  Nay  Cromwell  ap- 
plauded the  colony  for  ban  idling  the  evil  feducers  which 
had  rifen  up  among  them,  of  which  Mr.-  Wheelwright 
and  Mrs.  Hutchinibn  were  the  chief,  and  probably  he  had 
a  view  to  thun  in  particular.  This  fame  Mr.  Wheelwright 
had  been  ieveral  years  in  England  and  lived  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  whc^had  been  his  patron  in 
New- England  and  now  took  great  notice  of  him.     Vane 

being 

m?.y  it  pleafe  your  highnefs  not  to  impute  it  to  us  as  declining-  your  fer\ice» 
much  leis  as  difaccepting  yowr  favour  and  endeavours  of  promoting  what  may 
conduce  to  our  welfare,  wherein  we  have  always  found  your  highnefs  ready  upon 
all  oceafions  to  teftify  the  fame,  and  in  particular  by  your  gracious  acceptance  of 
ourdaft  by  Capt.  Leveret,  by  whom  we  found  ourfelves  neceffitated  to  make  our 
sddretles  to  your  highnefs,  that  by  your  juit  favour  we  might  be  fupported,  with- 
out which,  we  have  eaufe  to  fear,  we  cannot  be  fecure  trom  the  clamours  and 
calumnies  of  tome  vvhofe  endeavours  may  be  to  render  us  obnoxious  to  your  dif- 
pleafurc.  Wc  account  it  our  duty  to  our  utmoil  power  to  advance  your  high- 
nefb's  fervice  ;  and.  if  all  other  opportunities  fhall  be  wanting,  yet  never  to  ceafe 
to  pre  lent  cur  recjuefts  to  Him  that  is  able  abundantly  to  recompenfe  all  your 
Jabours  of  love  to  his,  to  preferve  your  highnefs,  Jong  to  continue  you  a  happy  in- 
strument to  cany  on  his  work,  overthrow  the  enemies  of  his  truth,  and  to  enlarge 
the  kingdom  of  Ids  dear  Son,  in  whom  we  are 

Your  highnefs' s  rnort  obliged  fcrvants, 

Pofton  in  New- England,  "  Jo.  Endicot,  gov. 

the  24th  October,  1636.  Rich-  Bellmgham,  dep.  gov. 

Edward  Raw-Ion,  leer, 
in  the  name  and  with  the  confent 
of  the  general  court." 
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being  difafFe<£led  to  Cromwell,  it  is  not  likely  that  Cromwell 
had  any  great  efteem  for  Wheelwright,  yet  he  fent  for  him 
by  one  of  his  guard,*  and  after  a  very  orthodox  difcourfe, 
according  to  Mr.  Wheelwright's  apprehenfions  of  ortho- 
doxy, "  and  without  mewing  countenance  to  feclaries,"-'p 
he  exhorted  him  to  perfeverance  againft  his  oppofers,  and 
allured  him  their  notions  would  vanifh  into  nothing.  This 
meeting  effectually  engaged  Mr.  Wheelwright  in  Crom- 
well's favour.  Leveret's  and  Wheelwright's  letters  com- 
pared confirm  a  diftingiiifhingpart  of  Cromwell's  charadter. 
Bfefides  the  complaints  from  Rhode-Wand,  Rigby,  Gorges, 
and  Godfrey,  who  claimed  lands  by  patents  in  the  eaflern 
parts  of  New-England,  made  complaints  to  Cromwell 
againft  the  colony  for  ufurpation,  and  there  were  others 
who  envied  the  fiourifhing  ftate  of  the  colony,  but  by  means 
of  Mr.  Leveret's  dilcreet  management  and  the  favourable 
opinion  Cromwell  had  conceited,  all  attempts  to  its  preju- 
dice were  to  no  purpofe.J;  He  did  not  ihew  like  favour 
to  the  other  colonies. 

Cromwell  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  who  had  a  true 
fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  colonies  to  their  mother 
country.  The  expedition  to  Hifpaniola  was  by  him  well 
intended,  though  by  his  fervants  badly  executed,  and  his 
plan  for  enlarging  the  national  intereft  in  America  no  doubt 

extended 

•  «  I  hsve  lately  been  at  London  about  five  weeks.  My  Lord  Proetdtor  was 
«  pleafed  to  fend  one  of  his  guard  for  me,  with  whom  I  hid  difcourfe  in  private 
«  about  the  fpace  of  an  hour.  All  his  fpeeches  feemed  to  me  very  orthodox  and 
*•  gracious,  no  way  favouring  fectaries.  He  fpake  very  experimentally  to  my  ap- 
»'  prehenfion  of  the  work  of  God's  grace  ;  and.  knowing  what  oppolition  1  met 
«'  withal  from  fome  whom  I  fhall  not  name,  exhorted  me  to  perfeverance  in  thefe 
"  very  words,  as  I  remember  :  •  Mr.  Wheelwright,  ftand  fart  in  the  Lord,  and  you 
«*  fhall  fee  that  thefe  notions  will  vanilh  into  nothing,'  or  to  that  effect.     Many 

•  «  men,  elpecially  the  fectaries,  exclaim  againft  him  with  open  mouths;  but  I 
"  hope  he  is  a  gracious  man.      I  law  the  lord  mayor  and  flieriff  with  their  offi- 

•  •  cers  carry  lundry  ef  the  tilth  monarchy  men  to  priibn,  as  Mr.    Can,   Mr.   Dayt 

•  <  with  others,  who  ufed  to  meet  together  in  Colrnan  ftreet  to  preach  and  pray  a- 

•  •  satnit  the  Lord  Protector  and  the  prefent  power,  &c."  Mr.  IVhtelwighl's 
Utter  f  the  church  at  Hampton,  April  20,  1658. 

f  All  that  do  not  think  as  we  do  in  religion  are  fectaries.  There  would  be 
tome  difficulty  in  determining  who  upon  this  occation  were  referred  to  as  fectaries, 
if  the  fifth  monarchy  men  had  not  been  mentioned  prefent  ly  after. 

+  m  Although  his  highnefs  and  divers  of  the  council  are  very  cordial  friends  to 
•*  New-England,  yet  there  are  not  wanting  thole  who  wait  an  opportunity  of 
"  complaints  coming  againft  you  to  uiher  in  fomething  elfe,  the  great  privileges 
•*  belonging  to  New-England  being  matter  of  envy,  as  of  fome  in  other  planta- 
»•  tions  1'q  of  divers  in  England  who  trade  to  thofc  places."  Leveret's  Utter  to 

Endicot. 
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extended  further  than  the  ccnqueft  of  that  Mand.  Let 
us  take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  colonies  at  that  time. 
Barbados  was  then  more  populous  than  it  is  at  pretent. 
That  iiland  and  the  Caribbees  were  under  the  fame  gov- 
ernment. Thefe,  with  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Bermudas, 
refufed  to  acknowledge  the  parliament  whilft  the  King 
lived,  and  it  occasioned  fome  trouble  to  reduce  them  after 
his  death.  They  were  all  the  colonies,  except  New- 
England,  which  were  fettled  when  Cromwell  took  the 
government  upon  him.  There  were  no  lefs  than  three 
different  governors  over  Virginia  during  his  fhort  rule, 
Digby,  Bennet  and  Matthews.  Barbados  i'urrendered  to 
Sir  George  Aifcough,  upon  condition  that  the  government 
fhould  be  by  governor,  council  and  aifembly ;  and  Daniel 
Searl  being  appointed  their  governor,  continued  until  the 
reftoration.  It  was  a  ram  thing  to  refill  the  fupreme 
authority  in  England,  and  gave  great  offence.  Until  then, 
all  the  colonies  had  been  indulged  in  a  free,  open  trade  to 
and  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  unlefs  the  privileges 
granted  to  the  Eaft-India  company  made  an  exception  ; 
but  Cromwell  obtained  an  act  or  ordinance  of  the  parlia- 
ment, prohibiting  the  plantations  from  receiving  or  ex- 
porting any  European  commodities,  except  in  Englifh- 
built  fhips,  navigated  by  Englifhmen  ;  and  all  correfpond- 
ence  was  forbidden  with  any  nation  or  colony  not  iubject 
to  England  ;  and  no  alien  was  allowed  to  fet  up  a  factory 
or  carry  on  a  trade  in  the  plantations.  Virginia  made 
heavy  complaints,  that  they  were  not  allowed  to  fend  off 
their  produce  to,  nor  to  import  neceffaries  from,  any  for- 
eign countries,  whilft  England  alone  (they  faid)  could  not 
take  off  their  produce,  nor  could  they  at  that  time  be  Sup- 
plied from  thence,  with  all  things  neceflary  for  them.  But, 
however  grievous  this  act  might  prove  to  the  other  colo- 
nies, it  is  certain  that  thofe  of  New-England,  whether  it 
was  defigned  to  extend  there  or  not,  fuffered  nothing  by 
it.  In  a  letter  to  Cromwell  in  1654,*  Maffachufetts  feem 
to  be  under  fears  left  they  Should  be  deprived  of  the  priv- 
ileges which  had  been  indulged  to  them  by  his  predecef- 
fors,  and  hope  his  highnefs  will  be  no  lefs  propitious,  and 

wilf 

*  Appendix. 
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will  not  be  difpleafed  with  them  for  afTerting  their  juft 
privileges,  to  the  prejudice  whereof  fome  attempts  had 
been  made  by  the  commanders  of  mips,  efpecially  by  fome 
armed  with  commiffion,  which  though  for  fear  of  offend- 
ing they  had  patiently  endured,  yet  they  thought  it  not 
fafe  to  approve  of  fuch  actings,  &c.  If  this  letter  had 
xvfpecr.  to  any  attempts  to  regulate  the  trade,  they  were 
attempts  which  were  toon  given  over,  and  caufed  little  or 
no  interruption  j  and  they  were  not  only  indulged  in  their 
trade  to  all  parts,  but  that  extraordinary  privilege  of  hav- 
ing their  goods  imported  into  England  free  from  all  cuf- 
iom,  which  other  fubjecrs  were  liable  to  pay,  feems  to 
have  been  continued  until  £he  reftoration.  No  wonder  if 
they  were  envied  by  the  other  colonies,  and  if  the  mer- 
chants in  England  were  difTatisfied  alfo  with  the  continu- 
ance of  the  kit  mentioned  extraordinary  favour. 

In  the  year  1656  began  what  has  been  generally  and 
not  improperly  called  the  perfecution  of  the  Quakers.* 
Two  years  before,  an  order  had  been  made  that  every  in- 
habitant who  had  in  their  cuflody  any  of  the  books  of 
John  Reeves  and  Lodowick  Muggleton,  u  who  pretend  to 
be  the  two  laft  witneifes  and  prophets  of  Jefus  Chrifl," 
which  books  were  faid  to  be  full  of  blafphemies,  mould 
bring  or  lend  them  in  to  the  next  magiftrate,  within  one 
month,  on  pain  of  ten  pounds  for  each  book  remaining  in, 
any  perfon's  hands  after  that  time  ;  but  no  perfon  appeared 
openly  profeffing  the  opinions  of  the  quakers  until  July 
1656,  when  Mary  Filher  -f  and  Ann  Auftin  arrived  from 
Barbados.  A  few  weeks  after  arrived  in  the  ihip  Speed- 
well of  London,  Robert  Lock  mafter,  nine  more  of  thefe 
itinerants,  whofe  names,  "  after  the  flefh,"  (the  language 
they  ufed  to  the  officers  fent  to  make  inquiry)  were 
William  Brend,  Thomas  Thuriton,  Chriftopher  Holder, 
John  Copeland,  Richard  Smith,  Mary  Prince,  Dorothy 

Waugh, 

*  This  feci  made  its  firfl  appearance  in  England  in  the  year  1652.  They  foon 
fpread  themfelves  into  Ametica. 

+  Mary  Fiflier  travelled  a?.  far  as  Adrianople.  and  coming  near  the  grand  vi- 
zier's camp  (he  procured  a  man  to  inform  him  that  there  was  an  Englith  woman 
had  fomething  to  deduce  from  the  great  God  to  the  #reat  Turk.  She  was  intro- 
duced and  delivered  her  mefi"a£e>  &c.  New-England  judged j  by  G.  Bijhcp,  She 
fared  better  aamong  the  Tuiks  than  among  chriltians. 
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Waugh,  Sarah  Gibbons,  and  Mary  Witherhead.*  On 
the  8th  of  September  they  were  brought  before  the  court 
of  afiiitants  ;  and  being  examined,  and  each  of  them  quef* 
tioned  how  they  could  make  it  appear  that  God  fent  them, 
after  a  paufe  they  anfwered,  that  they  had  the  fame  call 
which  Abraham  had  to  go  out  of  his  country  :  to  other 
queftions  they  gave  rude  and  contemptuous  anf.vers, 
which  is  the  reafon  afligned  for  committing  them  to 
prifon.  A  great  number  of  their  books,  which  they  had 
brought  over  with  intent  to  (batter  them  about  the  coun- 
try, were  feized  and  referved  for  the  fire.  Soon  after  this,, 
as  the  governor  was  going  from  the  'public  worihip  on  the 
Lord's  day  to  his  own  houle,  feveral  gentlemen  accom- 
panying him,  Mary  Prince  called  to  him  from  a  window 
of  the  prifon,  railing  at  and  reviling  him,  faying,  Wo  unto 
thee,  thou  art  an  oppreflbr;  and  denouncing  the  judg- 
ments of  God  upon  him.  Not  content  with  this,  fhe 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  governor  and  magistrates,  filled  with 
opprobrious  fluff.  The  governor  fent  for  her  twice  from 
the  prifon  to  his  houle,  and  took  much  pains  to  perfuade 
her  to  defifl  from  fuch  extravagancies.  Two  of  the  min- 
iflers  were  prefent,  and  with  much  moderation  and  tender* 
nefs  endeavoured  to  convince  her  of  her  errors  ;  to  which 
ilie  returned  the  groffeft  railings,  reproaching  them  as 
hirelings,  deceivers  of  the  people,  Baal's  priefts,  the  feed  of 
the  ferpent,  of  the  brood  of  llhrnacl,  and  the  like. 

The  court  paired  fentence  of  baniihment  againft  them 
all,  and  required  the  mailer  of  the  ihip  in  which  they 
came  to  become  bound  with  fureties  to  the  value  of  five 
hundred  pounds  to  carry  them  all  away,^  and  caufed  them 
to  be  committed  to  prifon  until  the  fhip  mould  be  ready 
to  fail.  At  this  time  there  was  no  fpecial  provifion  by  law 
for  the  punifhment  of  quakers ;  they  came  within  a  colony 
Jtaw  againft  heretics  in  general.  At  the  next  feflions  of  the 
general  court,  the  14th  of  October  following,  an  act  palled, 
laying  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds  upon  the  mailer 
of  any  vefiel  who  mould  bring  a  known  quaker  into  any 

part 

*  Mr.  Ncale  fays  they  came  from  Rhode-Ifland.  I  take  this  account  from 
the  records  of  the  fuperiojr  conrt.  See  a  letter  from  the  prefident,  &.c.  of  Khode- 
Ifland  in  the  appendix>  lhewing  the  lenfe  they  had  ot  the  quakers  at  that  time. 

t  I  cannot  find  what  law  they  had  for  this- 
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|).iit  of  tin- oniony,  nnd  requiring  him  to  give  fecurity  td 
carry  them  back  again  ;  that  the  quaker  fhouid  be  imme- 
diately fent  to  the  houfe  of  correction  and  whipped  twenty 
ltripes,  and  afterwards  kept  to  hard  labour  until  tranf- 
portation.  They  alfo  laid  a  penalty  of  live  pounds  fur 
importing,  and  the  like  for  difperfing,  uuakers1  books,  and 
fevere  penalties  for  defending  their  heretical  opinions,  And 
the  next  year  an  additional  law  was  made,  by  which  all 
perfbns  were  fubje<  ted  to  the  penalty  of  forty  fhillings  for 
every  hour's  entertainment  given  to  any  known  cjiiaker  | 
and  any  (juaker,  after  the  iirfl  conviction,  if  a  man,  was  to 
lofe  one  ear,  and  the  fecond  time  the  other  ;  a  woman, 
each  time  to  be  feverely  whipped;  and  the  third  lime, 
man  or  woman,  to  have  their  tongues  bored  through  with 
a  red  hot  iron  ;  and  every  quaker,  who  Ihould  become  fuch 
in  the  colony,  were  fubjected  to  the  like  punifhments.  In 
May,  16^8,  a  penalty  of  ten  millings  was  laid  on  every 
perlon  prefent  at  a  quaker-meeting,  and  five  pounds  upon 
every  one  (peaking  al  fuch  meeting.  Notwithftanding  all 
this  feverity,  the  number  of  quakcrs,  as  might  well  have 
been  expected,  increafing  rather  than  diminishing,*   in 

October  following  a  further  law  was  made*  for  punifhim* 
with  death  all  quakers  who  ihould  return  into  the  jurii- 
du'tion  after  baniihment. ■;■  Thai  fome  provifion  was  ne- 
ceflary  againft  theft  people,  fo  far  as  they  were  difturbers 
of  civil  peace  and  order,  every  one  will  allow  ;  but  fuch 
tanguinary  lawt  againfl  particular  doctrines  or  tenets  in 
religion  are  not  to  be  defended.  The  moil  that  can  be 
faid  for  our  anceftors  is,  that,  they  tried  gentler  means  at 
firft,  which  they  found  utterly  ineffectual,  and  that  they 
followed  the  example  of  the  authorities  in  mod  other  ftat<  S 
and  in  mofl  ages  of  the  world,  who  with  the  like  abiurdity 

have 

"  This  >r.  the  ordinary  confequence  of  phy  and  companion  for  tlic  lufTerei 
>\iui  although  it  lit',  been  obfervedi  tint  perfecution  tends  t"  frighten  men  from 

I  into  .1  cuiiiiy.   yet   it  was  a  chaiacUiiftic  i>f  this   lvct  at   the  beginning 

ol  it  1  < ► « < 'u t r  perfecutioni  ami  to  fubmit  to  detth  with  am  Infatuation  equal  to 
ill, it  i.t  Ibmc  10111.111  catholii  priefts  carrying  theh  religion  into  China  01  Tartuijf. 

+  Creat  opposition  was  made  to  this  law;  the  magistrates  were  tlic  inoft  zeal- 
ous, and  in  genera]  for  it;  but  it  was  rejected  at  firfl  by  thp  deputies,  a/terwasdi 
wpon  ret  miicieration  concurred  by  1a  againft  1 1 ■  with  an  amendment!  that 
the  trial  Ihould  he  hy  a  fpccial  jury.  Capt.  Edward  Hutchhifoni  and  Capt 
'i  hemn  ClatKi  two  oi  the  courti  deflred  teavc  tj  cuter  tltcir  ditluu  againft  this 
law  A' ■-.-.   F ■■>'/.!>•  J judg 
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KaVe  fuppofed  every  perfon  could  and  ought  to  think  as 
they  did,  and  with  the  like  cruelty  have  puniftied  fuch  as 
appeared  to  differ  from  them.  We  may  add,  that  it  was 
with  reluctance  that  thete  unnatural  laws  were  carried  into 
execution,  as  we  (hall  fee  by  a  further  account  of  proceed- 
ings. Nicholas  Uplhall  was  apprehended  in  October, 
1656,  fined  twenty  pounds,  and  baniihed,  for  reproaching 
the  magiftrates,  and  (p/aking  againft  the  law  madeagainft 
quakers  j  and,  returning  in  1659,  was  imprifoned.*  At 
the  lame  court,  William  Robinlon,  Marmaduke  Stephen- 
Ion,  Mary  Dyer  and  Nicholas  Davis  were  brought  to 
trial.  The  full  gave  no  particular  account  of  himfelf. 
Stephenlon  had  made  a  public  diiturbancc  in  the  congre- 
gation at  Bolton  the  1  5th  of  June  before.  He  acknow- 
ledged hirnleif  to  be  one  of  thole  the  world  called  quakers, 
and  declared  that  in  the  year  1656,  at  Shipton  in  York- 
shire, as  he  was  at  plough,  he  law  nothing,  but  heard  an 
audible  voice  faying,  "  i  have  ordained  thee  to  be  a  prophet 
to  the  nations,"  ike. 

Dyer  declared,  that  the  came  from  Rhode-Ifland  "f  to 
vilit  the  quakers  j  that  the  was  of  their  religion,  which  ihe 
affirmed  was  the  truth  ;  and  that  the  light  within  her  was 
the  rule,  &C. 

Davis  came  from  Barnftablc  :  he  came  into  court  with 
his  hat  on,  confefled  lie  had  forfaken  the  ordinances  and 
reforted  to  the  qu  Lkers.  The  jury  found,  "  that  they  were 
all  quakers. "  Robtnlon  was  whipped  twenty  ftripes  for 
at  ailing  the  court,  and  they  were  all  baniihed  on  pain  of 
death. 

Patience  Scott,  a  girl  of  about  eleven  years  of  age,  came 
I  fuppole  from  Providence;  her  friends  lived  there;  and, 
pioiciiing  herfelf  to  be  one  of  thofe  whom  the  world  in 
fcorn  calls  quakers,  was  committed  to  prifon,  and  after- 
wards brought  to  court.  The  record  Hands  thus  :  "  The 
court,  duly  conlidering  the  malice  of  fatan  and  his  iuflru- 
tnents  by  all  means  and  ways  to  propagate  error  and  dif- 

turb 

*  Nicholas  Upfhall  was  a  member  of  Rofton  church,  a  very  old  man.     When 
he  was  baniihed  he  went  tirit  to  Plymouth,  where  people  were  forbad  entertain* 

ing  him;  but  Come  that  were  more  companionate  prevailed  upon  the  authority 
to  furler  him  to  tarry  until  tlie  Ipntig.        Nciv-E>tgl.inJ  juJgte. 

•  Her  hufbund  or  fon,  Willatn  Dyer,  was  fecrctavy  of  that  colony. 


1S4  THE  HISTORY  OF  [Chap,  t 

iurb  the  truth,  and  bring  in  confufion  among  us— that' 
fatan  is  put  to  his  fhifts  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  child,  not 
being  of  the  years  of  difcretion,  nor  underftanding  the 
principles  of  religion — -judge  meet  (6  far  to  flight  her  as  a 
quaker,  as  only  to  admoniih  and  inflruct  her  according  to' 
her  capacity,  and  fo  difcharge  her,  Capt.  Hutchinfon 
Undertaking  to  fend  her  home."  Strange  fuch  a  child' 
mould  be  imprifoned  !  it  would  have  been  horrible  if 
there  had  been  any  further  feverity.* 

Robir.fon,  Stephenfon  and  Dyer  at  the  next  genera! 
court  were  brought  upon  trial,  and,  "  for  their  rebellion,- 
fedition,  and  prefumptuous  obtruding  themfelves  after  ban- 
ilhment  upon  pain  of  death,"  were  fentenced  to  die  ;  the 
two  firft  were  executed  the  27th  of  October.-]-  Dyer, 
upon  the  petition  of  William  Dyer  her  fon,  was  reprieved 
on  condition  that  the  departed  the  jurifdiction  in  4S  hours, 
and  if  fhe  returned,  to  fuffer  the  fentence.  She  was  car- 
ried to  the  gallows,  and  itood  with  a  rope  about  her  neck 
until  the  others  were  executed.  She  was  10  infatuated  as 
afterwards  to  return,  and  was  executed  June  .ift,  i66c.| 
The  court  thought  it  adviiable  to  publifl?  a  vindication 
of  their  proceedings ;  they  urge  the  example  of  England 
in  the  pro  virion  made  againft  jefuits,  which  might  have 
feme  weight  againft  a  charge  brought  from  thence;  but  in 
every  other  part  of  their  vindication,  as  may  well  be  fup- 
pofed  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  there  is  but  the  bare 
lhadow  of  reafon.  Chriftopher  Holder,  who  had  found 
the  way  into  the  jurifdiction  again,  was  at  this  court  ban- 

ifhed 

*  Bifhop  fays,  that  they  cut  off  the  right  car  of  Holder*  Copeland,  and  Rousr 
in  the  prifon  i  and  that  Catharine  Scott,  the  mother  of  Patience  Scott,  reproving 
them  for  a  deed  o!  darknefs,  they  whipped  her  ten  itii  es,  though  they  allowed 
her  to  be  otherwife  of  blamelcfs  conversation  and  well  bred,  being  a  miniftei's* 
daughter  in  England.         Nt-u.- England  judged. 

+  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  laboured  to  prevent  their  exe- 
cution ;  and  Col.  Tempfe  went  to  the  court  and  told  them,  "  that  if  according 
to  their  declaration  they  defired  their  lives  abfent  ratlier  than  their  deaths  preleni, 
he  would  carry  them  away  and  provide  for  them  at  his  own  charge,  and  it  any  of 
them  fliould  return  he  would  fetch  them  away  again."  This  motion  was  well 
liked  by  all  the  magiftrates  except  two  or  three,  and  they  propoled  it  to  the  dep- 
vries  the  next  day,  but  thofe  two  or  three  magiftrates  with  the  deputies  pievailecl 
io  have  execution  done.         fcetv-Englard  judged. 

X  Being  afked  what  (Tie  had  to  fay  why  fentence  fliould  not  be  executed ; 
fhe  anfwered,  that  fne  denied  their  law,  came  to  bear  witnefs  againft  it,  and 
could  not  choole  but  come  and  do  as  formerly.  This  is  the  fame  Mary  Dyer  whs 
in  the  year  i6j7  v/as  bammed  for  her  familiftical  tenets* 
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idled  upon  pain  of  death.  At  the  fame  court  feven  of 
eight  perfons  were  fined,  fome  as  high  as  ten  pounds,  for 
entertaining  quakers  ;  and  Edward  Wharton,  for  piloting 
them  from  one  place  to  another,  was  ordered  to  be  whip- 
ped twenty  ftripes,  and  bound  to  his  good  behaviour.  Di- 
vers others  were  then  brought  upon  trial,  "  for  adhering 
to  the  curfed  kdi  of  quakers,  not  difowning  themfelves  to 
be  fuch,  refufing  to  give  civil  refpedt,  leaving  their  families 
and  relations,  and  running  from  place  to  place  vagabonds 
like  ;"  and  Daniel  Gold  was  fentenced  to  be  whipped  thir- 
ty ftripes,  Robert  Harper  fifteen,  and  they,  with  Alice 
Courland,  Mary  Scott  and  Hope  Clifton,  bammed  upon 
pain  of  death  ;  William  Kingfmill  whipped  fifteen  ftripes  ; 
Margaret  Smith,  Mary  Trafk  and  Provjded  Southwick  ten 
ftripes  each,  and  Hannah  Phelps  admonifhed. 

The  companion  cf  the  people  was  moved,  and  many 
reforted  to  the  prifon  by  day  and  night,  and  upon  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  keeper  a  conftant  watch  was  kept  round 
the  prifon  to  keep  people  off.* 

Jofeph  Nicholion  and  Jane  his  wife  were  alfo  tried  and 
found  quakers,  as  alfo  Wendlock  Chriflopherfon,  who  de- 
clared in  court  that  the  fcripture  is  not  the  word  of  God, 
and  Mary  Standley,  and  all  fentenced  to  banifhment,  &c. 
as  was  foon  after  Benjamin  Bellflower;  but  John  Chamber- 
lain, though  he  came  with  his  hat  on,  yet  refufing  directly 
to  anfwer,  the  jury  found  him  "  much  inclining  to  the 
Curfed  opinions  of  the  quakers,"  and  he  efcaped  with  an 
admonition. 

Nicholfon  and  his  wife  returned,  and  were  apprehended  ; 
but  upon  their  petition  had  liberty,  with  feveral  others 
then  in  prifon,  to  go  for  England.  Chriftopherfon  return- 
ed alfo,.  and  was  fentenced  to  die.  It  is  faid  he  defired 
the  court  to  confider  what  they  had  gained  by  their  cruel 
proceedings.  "  For  the  laft  man  (fays  he)  that  was  put 
"  to  death,  here  are  five  come  in  his  room  ;  and  if  you  have 
"  power  to  take  my  life  from  me,  God  can  raife  lip  the 

"  fame 

*  The  pillory  ferved  for  a  pulpit  to  George  Fox.  He  preached  to  the  popu- 
lace, and  made  fo  many  conTerts  that  they  delivered  him  in  a  tumultuous  mar.- 
neri  and  fet  a  clergyman  who  had  been  inftrumental  in  Fok's  punilhment  upon 
^e  fame  pilloiv.       Vat.  Later:. 

Vol.  I.  N 
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*'  fame  prirrciple  of  life  in  ten  of  his  fervants,  and  fend 
"  them  among  you  in  my  room,-  that  you  may  have  tor- 
"  ment  upon  torment/'  He  was  ordered  to  be  executed 
the  fifth  day  fevennight  after  the  fourteenth  of  March 
1660,  afterwards  reprieved  till  the  thirteenth  oi  June ;  but 
he  was  fet  at  liberty,  upon  his  requeft  to  the  court,  and 
went  out  of  the  jurifdiction. 

Bellnower  afterwards  in  court  renounced  his  opinions.  ar» 
alio  William  King  (Kingfmill  I  fuppofe)  the  only  inftan- 
ces  upon  record.  Chamberlain  was  afterwards  apprehended 
again,  and  found  a  quaker,  and  committed  to  cloie  prifon, 
but  no  further  fentence  appears. 

In  September  1660  William  Lcdea  was  tried,,  and  con- 
victed of  being  a  quaker,  and  fenteneed  to  baniihmenf, 
Sec.  ;  but  returning,  and  being  apprehended,  the  general 
court  gave  him  liberty  notwithstanding  to  go  to  England 
with  Nicholfon  and  others  ;  but  he  refufed  to  leave  the 
country,  and  was  brought  upon  trial  for  returning  into  the 
jurildiction  after  fentence  of  banilhme-nt,  acknowledged 
himfelf  to  be  the  perfon,  but  denied  their  authority,  and 
told  the  court,  that  "  with  the  fpirit  they  called  the  devil 
he  worfhipped  God  ;  that  their  rrrinifters  were  dcluders, 
and  they  thcmfelvcs  murderers."  He  was  told  that  he 
might  have  his  Life  and  be  at  liberty  if  he  would.'  He 
anfwered,  I  am  willing  to  die,  I  fpeak  the  truth.  The 
court  took  great  pains  to  periuade  him  to  leave  the  coun- 
try, but  to  no  purpofe.  The  jury  brought  him  in  guilty, 
and  he  was  fenteneed  to  die,  and  iuffered  accordingly 
March  14,  1660. 

Mary  Wright,  of  Oyfter-bay,  was  tried  at  the  court  in 
September  1060.  She  faid  fhe  came  to  do  the  will  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  warn  them  to  lay  by  their  carnal  weapons 
and  laws  again  ft  the  people  of  God  ;  and  told  the  court 
they  t  hi  riled  for  blood-  The  court  afked'  her  what  ihe 
would  have  them  do  ;  me  laid,  "  Repent  of  your  blood- 
fhed'and  cruelty,  and  fhedding  the  blood  of  the  innocent 
William  Robinfon,  Marmaduke  Stephenfon  and  Mary 
Dyer."  She  faid,  her  tears  were  her  meat  many  days  and 
nights  before  me  gave  up  herfclf  to  this  work  of  the  Lord, 
but  added,    that  if  me  had  her  liberty  fhe  wculd  be  gone 

quickly. 
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quickly.        Being  found    a   quakcr,  '  fhe  was   banifhed. 

Edward  Wharton,  who  had  been  whipped  before,  was 
now  indicted  for  being  a  quaker,  convicted,  and  fentenccd 
to  imprifonment,  and  afterwards  to  baniihment.  Judah 
Brown  and  Peter  Pierfon  flood  mute.  They  were  fenten- 
ced  to  be  whipped  at  the  cart's  tail  in  Bolton,  Roxbury 
and  Dedham. 

John  Smith  of  Salem,  for  making  diflurbance  at  the 
ordination  of  Mr.  Higginfon,  crying  out,  "  What  you  are 
going  about  to  fct  up,  our  God  is  pulling  down,"  was 
committed  to  prifon  by  order  of  court. 

Philip  Verin  was  alio  tried  and  imprifoned  ;  Jofias 
Southwick,  firft  banilhed  and  returning,  whipped  at  the 
cart's  tail,  and  John  Buritowe  bound  to  his  good  behaviour. 
Thefe  are  all  *  who  were  tried  by  the  court  of  affiftants  or 
by  the  general  court.  Some  at  Salem,  Hampton,  New- 
bury and  other  places,  for  diforderly  behaviour,  putting 
people  in  terror?  coming  into  the  congregations  and  calling 
to  the  minifter  in  the  time  of  public  worihip,  declaring 
their  preaching,  &c.  to  be  an  abomination  to  the  Lord, 
and  other  breaches  of  the  peace,  were  ordered  to  be  whip- 
ped by  the  authority  of  the  county  courts  or  particular 
magistrates.  At  Bolton  one  George  Wilfon,  and  at  Cam- 
bridge Elizabeth  Horton,  went  crying  through  the  ftreets, 
that  the  Lord  was  coming  with  fire  and  fword  to  plead 
with  them.  Thomas  Newhoufe  went  into  the  meeting- 
houfe  at  Bofton  with  a  couple  of  glafs  bottles,  and  broke 
them  before  the  congregation,  and  threatened,  "  Thus  will 
the  Lord  break  you  in  pieces."  Another  time  M.  Brewf- 
ter  came  in  with  her  face  fmcared  and  as  black  as  a  coal. 
Deborah  Wilfon  went  through  the  flreets  of  Salem  naked 
'as  me  came  into  the  world,  -f  for   which  fhe   was   weli 

whipped. 

*  George  Bhhop  mentions  feveral  who  differed  corporeal  punifhment  by  order 
of  particular  infiltrates  or  the  county  courts,  of  whom  I  find  no  notice  any 
where  elfe.         Ncu- England  judged. 

+  One  of  the  feet,  apologizing  for  this  behaviour,  faid,  "  If  the  Lord  did  ftir 
up  any  ol  his  daughters  to  be  a  lign  of  the  tiakednefs  of  others,  he  believed  it  to 
fee  a  great  crofs  to  a  modeft  woman's  fptrit,  but  the  Lord  muft  be  obeyed." 
Another  quoted  the  command  in  Ilaiah,  chap.  20.  R.  Williams.  One  Faubovd 
of  Griadleton  carried  his  .emhufiafm  ltill  higher,  and  was  lacrificing  his  ion  in 
imitanort  of  Abraham  ;  but.  the  neighbours*  hcaiing  the  lad  cry*  broke  ojiefl  the 
houfe  and  happily  prevented  it. 

N     1 
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whipped.  For  thefe  and  fuch  like  disturbances  they  might 
be  deemed  proper  fubjects  either  of  a  mad-houfe  or  houfe 
of  correction,  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  any  greater 
feverities  were  made  ufe  of.  After  all  that  may  be  faid 
againit  thefe  meafures,  it  evidently  appears  that  they  pro- 
ceeded not  from  pcrfonal  hatred  and  malice  againit  fuch 
difordered  perfons,  nor  from  any  private  finifter  views,  as 
is  generally  the  cafe  with  unjuft  punifhments  inflicted  in 
times  of  party  rage  and  difcord,  whether  civil  or  religious, 
but  merely  from  a  falfe  zeal  and  an  erroneous  judgment. 
In  fupport  of  their  proceedings  they  brought  feveral  texts 
of  the  old  teftament  :  "  Come  out  of  her,  my  people,"  &c\ 
"  If  thy  brother  entice  thee  to  ferve  other  gods,  thou 
ihalt  furely  put  him  to  death  ;"  and  "  for  fpeaking  lies  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  his  father  fhall  thlhift  him  through 
when  he  prophecieth ;"  and  the  example  of  Solomon, 
who  firft  laid  Shimei  under  reflraint,  and  then  for  his 
breach  put  him  to  death  ;  as  alio  many  ^affages  of  the 
new  teftament,  requiring  fubjection  to  magiftrates,  &c\ 
and  thus,  from  a  zeal  to  defend  the  holy  religion  they  pro- 
feffed,  they  went  into  meafures  directly  oppofite  to  its  true 
fpirit  and  the  great  defign  of  publifhing  it  to  the  world. 

That  I  may  finifh  what  relates  to  the  quakers,  it  mufl 
be  further  obierved,  that  their  friends  in  England  folicited. 
and  at  length  obtained,  an  order  from  the  King,  Sept.  9, 
1 66 1,  requiring  that  a  flop  lhould  be  put  to  all  capital  or 
corporeal  punifhment  of  thofe  of  his  fubjecls  called  quak- 
ers, and  that  fuch  as  were  obnoxious  lhould  be  fent  to 
England.  Whatever  opinion  they  might  have  of  the 
force  of  orders  from  the  crown  controuling  the  laws  of  the 
colony,  they  prudently  complied  with  this  inftruction,  and 
fufpended  the  execution  of  the  laws  againft  quakers,  fo  far 
as  refpected  corporeal  punifhment,  until  further  order, 
Indeed  before  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  but  probably  when 
they  were  in  expectation  of  it,  all  that  were  in  prifon  were 
difcharged  and  fent  out  of  the  colony.  The  laws  were 
afterwards  revived,  fo  far  as  refpected  vagabond  quakers, 
whofe  punithment  was  limited  to  whipping,  and,  as  a  fur- 
ther favour,  through  three  towns  only.  But  there  was 
little  or  no  room  for  carrying  the  laws  into  execution,  for 

after 
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after  thefe  firfl  excurfions  they  became  in  general  an 
orderly  people,  fubmitting  to  the  laws,  except  fuch  as 
relate  to  the  militia  and  the  fupport  of  the  minifrry  ;  and 
in  their  fcruples  as  to  thofe  they  have  from  time  to  time 
been  indulged.  At  prefent,  they  are  efteemed  as  being  of 
good  morals,  friendly  and  benevolent  in  their  difpofition, 
and  I  hope  will  never  meet  with  any  further  perfecution 
on  account  of  their  peculiar  tenets  or  cuftoms.  May  the 
time  never  come  again,  when  the  government  fliall  think 
that  by  killing  men  for  their  religion  they  do  God  good 
fervice.* 

From  1656  to  1660  I  find  but  very  few  fads  relative 
to  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony  worth  tranfmitting  to 
pofterity.  After  the  peace  with  the  Dutch  in  Europe  the 
trade  between  the  Englilh  and  Dutch  colonies  was  revived,, 
and  Stuyvefant  the  Dutch  governor  in  165'/  wrote  to  the 
eommiffioners  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  that  the  limits 
agreed  and  fettled  in  1650,  both  upon  the  main  and  upon 
Long-Ifland,  were  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  defired  that,  the 
confirmation  of  the  Lord  Protector  being  ready,  time  and 
place  might  be  appointed  for  the  exchange.  The  eom- 
miffioners in  their  anfwer  let  him  know,  that  they  had 
ever  conformed  to  that  fettlement  although  he  had  not, 
but  they  faid  nothing  of  the  Protector's  confirmation.  It 
does  not  appear  that  ever  they  fought  for  it.  Towards 
the  end  or  this  period,  the  changes  in  England  were  fo 
frequent,  that  it  was  prudence  in  the  colonies  to  take  as 
little  notice  of  them  as  might  be,  until  there  appeared  a 
profpect  of  a  lafting  eftabiiihment.  An  exprefs  acknow- 
ledgment of  Richard  Cromwell  was  expected  from  Mafla- 
chufetts,  but  they  declined  it.     An  original  letter  <f  from 

him 

*  The  author  of  the  account  of  the  European  fettlements  in  North-  America, 
who  is  very  erroneous  in  lbme  hiftoncal  fads  which  concern  the  Mafi'achufetts 
colony,  but  has  many  judicious  obfervations  which  run  through  his  whole  per- 
formance, fays,  upon  the  fubjed  of  the  New- England  persecutions,  «•  Such  is 
the  manner  of  proceeding  of  religious  parties  towards  each  other,  and  in  this 
refpect  the  New- England  people  are  not  worfe  than  the  reft  of  mankind,  nor 
was  their  feverity  any  juft  matter  of  reflection  upon  that  mode  of  religion  which 
they  profefs.  No  religion  whatfoevtr,  true  or  falfe,  can  excufe  its  own  mem- 
bers, or  accufe  thofe  of  any  other,  upon  the  fcoreof  perlecution."  Vol.  II.  />.  185. 
It  is  a  doctrine  of  Calvin,  In  hartticoi  gladh  vindkandum  rjl,  and  the  death  0/ 
jServetus  is  generally  laid  to  his  charge. 

i  Appendix  No.  u. 
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him  to  the  governor,  recommending  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
Sewally  a  miriifter,  is  aii  that  appears  upon  the  records 
relative  to  him.* 

The  rapid  increafe  of  the  Maffachufetts  colony,  toge- 
ther with  the  figure  which  many  of  the  (irft  iettlers  made 
in  England  before  their  removal,  and  the  correfpondence 
which  they  maintained  with  their  friends  of  great  dif- 
tinction  there  many  years  after,  eclipfed  the  colony  of 
New-  Ply  mouth,  -f-whofe  growth  and  progrefs  would  other- 
wife  have  been  thought  confiderable.  The  fouthern  part 
of  the  colony  in  general,  being  of  a  light  fandy  foil,  would 
have  been  incapable  of  fupporting  its  inhabitants,  were  it 
not  for  the  large  bodies  of  fait  meadow,  the  hay  of  which 
ferves  for  fodder  for  their  cattle  in  the  winter,  and  the 
dung  from  it,  being  an  excellent  manure,  produces  good 
crops  of  grain  with  little  labour  in  the  fummer,  light  land 
being  eafily  tilled.  The  northern  parts,  bordering  upon 
MalTachufetts,  afford  many  good  farms,  particularly  inc 
town  of  Bridgwater,  which  hath  been  famous  for  the 
quality  of  the  land  and  for  good  hufbandry.  They  were 
few  at'  firft,  and  but  little  additions  were  made  after  Maf- 
fachufetts was  planted,  except  from  their  natural  increafe ; 
and  yet  before  the  year  1643,  befides  the  town  of 
Plymouth,  they  had  fettled  Duxbury,  Scituate>vTaunton, 
IVhoboth,  Sandwich,  Barnftable,  Yarmouth,  and  Eaftham. 
Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Carver  their  firft  governor,  foon 
after  their  arrival,  they  chofe  in  his  ftead  Mr.  Bradford, 
be,iiig  a  grave,  difcreet  man.  They  were  Co  well  fatisfied 
wfth'his  adminiftration,  that  they  continued  to  choofe  him 
anmully  until  his  death  in  1657,  except  two  years  when 
they  chofe  Mr.  Winfiow,  and  one  year  Mr.  Prince. 

Their 

*  Sir  Thomas  TemnV  came  firft  to  New-England  in  1657,  having  with 
Other;,  obtained  from  Oliver  a  grant  of  lands  in  Acadie  or  Nova  Scotia,  of  which 
he  was  niade  governor.  He  was  recommended  hy  Nathaniel  Fiennes,  fon  to 
Lord  Say.     Mr.  Fiennes  calls  him  his  near  kinlman. 

•f  Mr.  William  Bradford,  who  had  been  many  years  governor  of  Plymouth 
colony,  died  the  9th  May,  16^7.  He  was  in  great  efteern.  Having  taken  notice 
of  Mr  Window's  elegy,  for  the  fame  reafon  we  cannot  well  omit  thrse  or  foul 
edfthe  nrlt  lines  of  Mr.  Bradford's. 

The  ninth  of  May,  about  nine  of  the  clock* 
A  prectuiu  one  God  out  of  Plymouth  took  ; 
Governor  Bradford  tl\en  cxpir'd  his  breath, 
Was  call'd  away  by  force  of  cruel  death.  &.c- 
Thsfe  .villbe  fufftcieat  for  a  fpecimen  of  New- England  poetry  in  that  age. 
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Their  ecclefiaftical  affairs  were  for  divers  years  in  dis- 
couraging circumftanccs.  They  had  expectations  that  Mr. 
Robinibn  their  paftor,  whom  they  had  leit  with  one  half 
his  church  in  Holland,  would  follow  them,  but  his  death 
in  1624  put  an  end  to  their  hopes.  They  were  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  their  attempts  to  fettle  a  miniiter ;  the  principles 
of  one  and  the  manners  of  another  were  exceptionable  ; 
and  having  feveral  brethren  among  themfelves  well  gifted-, 
they  c.hofe  to  continue  without  a  miniiter  for  feme  time 
rather  than  to  fettle  one  who  was  not  exemplary  in  his 
^ife,  or  who  differed  from  them  in  points  of  doctrine  or 
church  government.  But  in  1643  they  had  a  fet  of  pious* 
learned  minifters,*  one  of  which,  Mr.  Chauncey,  ibme 
years  after,  was  chofe.n  to  the  prefidentfhip  of  the  college 
in  Maflachufetts,  and  removed  to  Cambridge. 

They  had  many  local  laws.  In  criminal  cafes  they 
took  Maffachufetts  for  their  pattern,  but  in  civil  matters 
they  profefl'ed  to  take  the  common  law  for  their  rule  more 
than  was  practifed  in  Maflachufetts, 

An  exemplary  piece  of  juftice  is  recorded  to  their 
honour  in  the  year  1638,  when  they  caufed  three  EngliftV 
n>en  to  be  executed  for  the  murder  of  an  Indian  near 
Providence. 

Plym^tith  colony  adjoining  to  Maflachufetts,  fome 
fhort  dilputes  fubfifted  between  them  concerning  bounds. 
In  order  to  iettlc  the  controverfy,  commiflioners  were  ap- 
pointed in  the  year  1640,  viL  John  Endicot  and  Ifrael 
Stoughton  for  Maflachufetts,  and  William  Bradford  and 
Edward  Winflow  for  Plymouth.  It  was  not  then  effected. 
An  obiervaiion  had  been  taken  by  Nathaniel  Woodward,' 
in  the  year  1638,  upon  part  of  Charles  river,  41  degrees 
59  minutes  north  latitude,  the  river  (till  running  fouth- 
ward,  the  perfons  employed  not  being  able  to  proceed  far- 
ther for  want  of  provifions.  In  1642  the  northern  bounds 
of  Maflachufetts  were  afcertained  by  the  fame  Woodward, 
with  Solomon  Saffery,-f-  and  a  ftation  fixed,   which  has 

fmce 

*  Mr.  Hubbard  gives  the  lift  of  their  names.  Charles  Chauncey,  Ralph  Par- 
tridge, William  Hooke,  Nicholas  Street,  John  Lothrop.  John  Mayo,  Edward 
JHulkley,  William  Leveridge,  Richard  Blinman,  John  Miller,  and  Marnaaduke 
Matthews. 

+  Douglai's  fays,  they  were  two  obfeure  failors  who  affnted  ij»  th?  furyey  .;  buj 
they  ire  called  in  the  record  two  able  mathematicians. 
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fince  been  allowed  to  be  the  Maflachufetts  corner,  3  miles 
fouth  of  Charles  river ;  and  from  this  corner  the  lines  be- 
tween Maflachufetts,  and  the  governments  of  Plymouth, 
Rhode-Iiland  and  Connecticut,  have  been  run  and  con- 
firmed by  ads  of  the  federal  governments.* 

*  There  has  been  a  pretence  ftarted  or  revived  cf  late  years,  that  Maflachufetts 
had  extended  the  foutherly  part  of  Charles-river  to  a  brook  too  fmall  to  be  ac- 
counted a  branch  of  it ;  but  fuch  pretences,  after  fo  many  years  acquiefcence,  can 
have  little  weight,  especially  if  it  be  considered  that  what  is  now  a  fmail 
brook,  after  the  country  has  been  opened  and  cleared  of  wood  for  an  hundred 
years,  may  probably  have  been  a  navigable  flream  for  canoes  and  beats  at  the 
time  of  fixing  the  ftation. 


CHAP.  II. 


MASSACHUSETTS.  193 


CHAP.      II. 

From  the  Ref  oration  of  King  Charles  the  Second  to  the  Year 
1686,  when  the  Charter  of  the  Colony  was  vacated. 

SINCE  the  year  1 640  the  people  had  been  without 
any  apprehenfions  of  danger  to  their  religious  or  civil 
privileges.  They  prudently  acknowledged  fubjedlion  to 
the  parliament,  and  afterwards  to  Cromwell,  fo  far  as  was 
necelfary  to  keep  upon  terms  and  avoid  exception,  and  no 
farther.  The  addrelTes  to  the  parliament  and  Cromwell 
(hew  this  to  have  been  the  cafe.  After  Cromwell's  death, 
during  the  frequent  changes  in  the  fupreme  authority  in 
England,  they  feern  to  have  taken  part  with  none,  but  to 
have  waited  until  fome  fettlement  was  made  which  mould 
have  a  profpect  of  liability.*  I  have  no  where  met  with 
any  marks  of  difrefpect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  King, 
and  there  is  no  room  to  fuppofe  they  were  under  difaf- 
fection  to  his  fon ;  and  if  they  feared  his  reiloration,  it  was 
becaufe  they  expected  a  change  in  religion,  and  that  a  per- 
fection of  all  non-conformifts  would  follow  it.-f  At  the 
election  in  May,  they  could  have  received  no  intelligence 
from  England  to  enable  them  to  make  any  certain  judg- 
ment of  affairs.  Mr.  Endicot  was  then  chofen  governor, 
and  Mr.  Bellingham  deputy  governor,  both  of  them  as 
fixed  in  their  principles  as  any  of  their  brethren.  The 
bufineis  of  this  feffion  of  the  general  court  went  over,  and 
*  nothing 

*  I  find  this  remark  in  an  ancient  manufcript,  wrote  about  the  year  1665  : — 
«  When  a  packet  of  letters  was  fent  by  Mr.  John  Thurloe,  containing  an  expre/s 
*«  order  of  the  council,  ligned  by  Henry  Lawrence  preiident,  requiring  and  enjoin- 
**  ing  the  governor  and  magiftrates  of  the  Mairachufetts  colony  to  proclaim  Rich- 
««  ard  in  thefe  following  terms,  that  is  to  fay,  Lord  Protedtor  of  the  Commonwealth 
"  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  the  territories  thereunto  belonging,  they 
««  did  not  obey  the  faid  order.  And  fince  his  Majefty  King  Charles  th*  Second 
"  was  proclaimed  in  the  Maflachufetts,  at  Bofton  and  other  places,  they  have  not 
«  failed  in  all  their  courts  and  judicial  proceedings,  throughout  the  colony,  to 
««  give  that  tribute  of  honour  to  his  Majefty,  which  in  fuch  like  cafes  is  com- 
«  monly  rendered  by  the  courts  of  law  at  Wtrtminfter." 

+  They  had  undoubtedly  a  good  opinion  of  the  perfons  in  whofe  hands  th© 
adminiftration  then  was;  but  the  uncertainty  of  their  continuance  in  power  was 
Beaton  enough  for  caution. 
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nothing  palled  relative  to  affairs  in  England.  On  the  27th 
of  July,  capt.  Peirce,  a  noted  fhipmafler  in  the  trade  be- 
tween England  and  the  colony,  arrived,  and  brought  tlic 
news  of  the  King's  being  proclaimed.  If  they  received  at 
the  fame  time  the  King's  declaration  from  Breda,  and  de- 
pended that  a  royal  promile  would  be,  as  it  always  ought 
to  be,  religiouily  complied  with,  they  need  not  have  been 
under  great  concern  about  their  public  affairs  either  in 
church  or  ftate.  No  advices  were  received  from  authority, 
and  the  King  was  not  proclaimed  in  the  colony,*  nor  was 
any  alteration  made  in  the  forms  of  their  public  acts  and 
proceedings.  There  was  a  fcfTion  of  the  general  court  in 
October,  and  a  motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
King,  but  it  did  not  fucceed.  Mr.  Norton,  one  of  the 
mi  milters  of  Bofton,  was  very  earned  for  it ;  but  rumours 
came  by  the  way  of  Barbados,  that  the  government  in 
England  was  in  a  very  unfettled  {late,  the  body  of  the 
people  diflatisfied,  that  the  Scotch  had  demanded  Monk 
to  be  delivered  up  to  them,  that  lord  Fairfax  was  at  the 
head  of  a  great  army,  &c.  and  they  had  feen  fo  many 
changes  in  the  coqrie  of  a  few  months,  1  that  they  thought 
it  was  not  very  certain  that  an  addrefs  to  the  King  would 
net  fall  int?>  the  hands  of  a  committed  of  fafety,  council  of 
iiatc,  or  a  junto  with  ibme  other  title.  On  the  30th  of 
November  a  ihip  arrived  from  Briftol,  which  brought  ad- 
vices of  the  proceedings  of  parliament,  and  that  all  matters 
Vvere  fully  fettled.  They  were  alfo  informed,  by  letters 
from  Mr.  Leveret  their  agent,  and  others,  that  petitions 
and  complaints  were  preferred  againft  the  colony  to  the 
King  in  council,  and  to  the  parliament  (a  citation  being 
polled  upon  the  exchange  in  London)  by  Mafon,  Gorges, 
and  others.  The  governor  and  affiftants  met  forthwith, 
called  the  general  court  to  convene  the  1 9th  of  December, 
a  very  loyal  addrefs  to  the  King  was  prefently  agreed  on, 
and  another  to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament.  Letters 
were  fent  by  fir  Thomas  Temple,  who  was  a  Conftant 
friend  to  the  colony,  to  lord  Manchcfter,  lord  Say  and 

Seal, 

*  This  was  the  Grit  inftance  of  the  accefiion  of  a  prince  to  the  throne  fmce  t|iis 
color.y  had  been  planted»  and  perhips  the  propriety  and  neceflity  of  this  ceremo- 
ny in  the  plantations  was  not    fully  undcvltood  and  considered.      I    find    nothing 
about  it   until  notice  taken  in  England  of  the  neglect. 
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Seal,  and  other  perfons  of  note,  to  pray  them  to  intercede 
in  behalf  of  the  colony.  A  mod  gracious  aniwer  was  given 
to  the  addrefs,  by  the  King's  letter,  dated  Feb.  15,  1660, 
which  was  the  firft  public  act  or  order  concerning  them 
alter  the  reiteration,  except  a  few  lines,  the  23d  of  January 
before,  from  fecretary  Morice,  to  indole  an  order  for  the 
apprehending  two  of  the  late  King's  judges  ;  both  letters, 
it  is  probable,  by  the  fame  (hip,  which  arrived  in  May 
following. 

Before  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil, March  18th,  took  public  notice  of  a  book  publifhed 
by  Mr.  Eliot  not  long  before,  entitled  The  Chriftian 
Commonwealth,  &c.  which  they  declare  they  find  on  perufal 
full  of  feditious  principles  and  notions  in  relation  to  all  eftab- 
lifhed  governments  in  the  chriftian  world,  efpecially  againft 
the  government  eftablifhed.  in  their  native  country.  Upon 
consultation  with  the  elders,  their  cenfure  was  deferred  un- 
til the  general  court  met,  "  that  Mr.  Eliot  might  have  the 
opportunity  in  the  mean  time  of  making  a  public  recanta- 
tion." 

At  the  next  feffions,  in  May,  Mr,  Eliot  gave  into  the 
court  the  following  acknowledgment  under  his  hand  : 

"  Underftanding  by  an  act  of  the  honoured  council, 
"  that  there  is  offence  taken  at  a  book  publifhed  in  Eng- 
"  land  by  others,  the  copy  whereof  was  fent  over  by  my- 
"  felf  about  nine  or  ten  years  fince,  and  that  the  further 
"  confideration  thereof  is  commended  to  this  honoured 
"  general  court  now  fitting  at  Bolton  ;  upon  perufal  there- 
M  of  I  do  judge  myfelf  to  have  offended,  and  in  way  of  fa- 
"  tisfa&ion  not  only  to  the  authority  of  this  jurifdiction 
"  but  alfo  to  any  others  that  (hall  take  notice  thereof,  I 
"  do  hereby  acknowledge  to  this  honoured  court,  that  fuch 
**  expreffions  as  do  too  manifeftly  fcandalize  the  govern- 
"  ment  of  England,  by  king,  lords  and  commons,  as  aiafi* 
"  chriftian,  and  juftify  the  late  innovators,  I  do  fmcerely 
"  bear  teftimoiiy  againft,  and  acknowledge  it  to  be  not 
"only  a  lawful  but   eminent   form  of  government. 

"  2d.  All  form  of  civil  government  deduced  from  fcripture 

"  I  acknowledge  to  be  of  God,   and  to  be  fubjected  to  for 

-c  confeience  fake.     And  whatfocver  is  in  the  whole  cpiftle 

1  «  or 
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"  or  book  inconfiftent  herewith,  I  do  at  once  rnoft  cordial- 
"  ]y  difown.  John  Eliot." 

The  books  were  ordered  by  the  court  to  be  called  in, 
and  this  acknowledgment  to  be  polled  up  in  the  principal 
towns  in  the  colony.  When  the  times  change,  men  gen- 
erally fuffer  their  opinions  to  change  with  them,  fo  far  at 
leaft  as  is  necefiary  to  avoid  danger.  Between  the  reigns 
of  Henry  the  Seventh  and  James  the  Firft,  how  many 
times  did  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  of  England  change 
or  fhift  their  opinions  in  matters  of  greater  importance  ! 

A  day  of  public  thankfgiving'  was  appointed  by  author- 
ity, to  acknowledge  the  favour  of  Heaven  in  inclining  the 
King  gracioufly  to  accept  and  anfwer  the  addrefs  made  to 
him. 

They  were  notwithflanding  under  no  fmall  degree  of 
fear,  left  the  revolution  of  government  in  England  mould 
produce  as  great  a  change  in  the  form  of  their  govern- 
ment, both  in  church  and  {late.  They  were  alarmed  from 
all  quarters.  Report*  were  fpread,  that  Virginia  and  the 
iflands  were  forbid  trading  with  them,  that  three  frigates 
would  foon  be  fent  ffom  England,  and  that  a  general  gov- 
ernor over  all  the  colonies^was  to  come    in  one  of  them.* 

At  the  fame  fefiions  in  May  they  palled  the  following 
vote  : 

"  Forafmuch  as  the  prefent  condition  of  our  affairs  of 
"  the  higheft  concernment  call  for  diligent  and  fpeedy  ufe 
"  of  .the  belt  means  ferioufly  to  difcufs  and  rightly  to  un- 
"  derftand  our  liberty  and  duty,  thereby  to  beget  unity  a- 
"  mongft  ourfelves,  in  the  due  obfervance  of  obedience  and 
"  fidelity  to  the  authority  of  England,  and  our  own  juft 
"  privileges ;  for  the  effecting  whereof  it  is  ordered,  that 
"  Mr.  Simon  Bradftreet,  Mr.  Samuel  Symonds,  Major- 
"  General  Denifon,  Mr.  Danforth,  Major  William  Haw- 
"  thorn,    Capt.  Thomas  Savage,   Capt.  Edward  Johnfon, 

"  Capt. 

*  "  The  general  vogue  of  people  ist  that  a  governor  will  be  fent  over  ;  other 
i'umours  there  are  concerning  you.  I  made  bold  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  lord  Say, 
and  defired  his  favour.  His  lordlhip  profeiled  his  great  refpe<it  for  the  plants* 
tions,  and  thanked  God  he  prayed  for  you  daily,  promifing  to  improve  his  inte- 
rred, &c.  Epifcopacy,  common  prayer,  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefus,  fignofthe 
crofs  in  baptifm,  the  altar,  and  organs,  are  in  ufe,  and  like  to  be  more.  The 
Lord  keep  and  prrferve  his  churches,  that  there  may  not  be  fainting  in  a  day  of 
trial."     Leveret's  Utter  to  Majf.  Land.  iyh  Feb.  1660. 
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"  Capt.  Eleazer  Lufher,  Mr.  Mather,  Mr.  Norton,  Mr, 
"  Corbett,  and  Mr.  Mitchell,*  be  and  hereby  are  a  com- 
"  mittee,  immediately  after  the  difTolution  or  adjournment 
4e  of  the  court,  to  meet  together  in  Bofton  on  fecond  day 
"  next,  at  1 2  of  the  clock,  to  confider  and  debate  fiich 
"  matter  or  thing  of  public  concernment,  touching  our 
"  patent,  laws,  privileges,  and  duty  to  his  Majefty,  as  they 
"  in  their  wifdom  fhall  judge  moft  expedient,  and  draw  up 
"  the  refult  of  their  apprehensions,  and  prefcnt  the  fame  to 
fc  the  next  feffion  for  confederation  and  approbation,  that 
'*  fo  (if  the  will  of  God  be),  we  may  fpeak  and  act  the  fame 
"  thing,'  becoming  prudent,  honeft,  confcientious  and 
"  faithful  men."f 

An  aniwer  was  drawn  up,  and  accepted  by  the  court,  at 
a  feffion  fpecially  appointed  to  recefr,  the  fame.^* 

In  the  fhip  which  arri\^**fron^X,ondon  the  27th  of  Ju- 
ly, there  came  pafltnge/s^coL  Ayka%v  and  col.  GofFe,  two 
of  the  late  King's  judge^  yM.^or)fe  brought  teftimonials 
from  Mr.  John  Rowe  Jn^Mr.  ^ethfWood,  two  minifters 
cf  a  church  in  \Veftminrrer.  .  Col/vVhaiey  had  been  a, 
member  of  Mr.  Thomas  GSoffrvTn's  church.  Goffe  kept 
a  journal  or  diary  from  the  day  he  left  Weftminfter,  May 
4,  until  tjie  year  1667,  which,  together  with  feveral  other 
papers  belonging  to  him,  1  have  in  my  pofietfion.  Almoir. 
the  whole  is  in  characters  or  ihort  hand,  not  very  difficult 
to  decypher.  The  {lory  of  thefe  perfons  has  never  yet 
been  publilhed  to  the  world.  It  has  never  been,  known  in 
New-Bngland.  Their  papers  after  their  death  were  col 
lected,  and  have  remained  near  an  hundred  years  in  a  li- 
brary in  Bolton.  It  muft  give  feme  entertainment  to  the 
curious.  They  left  London  before  the  King  was  pro- 
claimed. It  does  not  appear  that  they  were  among  the 
moft  obnoxious  of  the  judges  ;  but  as  it  was  expected 
vengeance  would  be  taken  of  fome  of  them,  and  a  great, 
many  had  fled,  they  did  nor  think  it  fafe  to  remain. 
They  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  their  perfons  or  charac- 
ters when  they  arrived  at  Boflon,  but  immediately  went 
to   the   governor,   Mr.  Endicot,  who  received  them  very 

courteouily. 

*  The  four  laft  named  were  ministers. 

+  Maflachufetts  records.  $  Appendix,  No.  13.  — 
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covrteoufly.  They  were  vifited  by  the  principal  perfons 
of  the  town,  and  among  others  they  take  notice  of  Co:, 
Crown's  coming  to  fee  them.  He  was  a  noted  royalift. 
Although  they  did  not  dilguife  themfelves,  yet  they  chole 
to  refide  at  Cambridge,  a  village  about  four  miles  diftant 
from  the  town,  where  they  went  the  flrft  day  they  arrived. 
They  went  publicly  to  meetings  on  the  Lord's  days,  and 
to  occafional  lectures,  fads  and  thankfgivings,  and  were 
admitted  to  the  facrament,  and  attended  private  meetings 
for  devotion,  vifited  many  of  the  principal  towns,  and  were 
frequently  at  Bofton,  and  once  when  infulted  there  the  per- 
fon  inflilting  them  was  bound  to  his  good  behaviour.  They 
appeared  grave,  ferious  and  devout,  and  the  rank  they  had 
futtained  commanded  refpecT.  Whaley  had  been  one  of 
Cromwell's  lieut.  generals,  and  Goffe  a  major-general.  It 
is  not  ftrange  that  they  fhould  meet  with  Jthis  favourable 
reception,  nor  was  this  reception  any  contempt  of  the  au- 
thority in  England.  They  were  known  to  have  been  two 
of  the  King's  judges ;  but  King  Charles  the  Second  was 
not  proclaimed  when  the  fhip  that  brought  them  left 
London  ;  they  had  the  news  of  it  in  the  channel. 
The  reports  afterwards  by  way  of  Barbados  were,  that 
all  the  judges  would  be  pardoned  but  feven.  The  act 
of  indemnity  was  not  brought  over  until  the  laft  of 
November.  When  it  appeared  that  they  were  not  ex- 
cepted, fome  of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  govern- 
ment weft*  alarmed  ;  pity  and  compaffipn  prevailed  with 
others.  They  had  aimrances"  from  fome  that  belonged  to 
the  general  court  that  they  would  (land  by  them,  but  were 
advifed  by  others  to  think  of  removing.  The  226.  of  Feb- 
ruary the  governor  fummoned  a  court  of  afliftants  to  con- 
fult  about  fecuring  them,  but  the  court  did  not  agree  to 
it.  Finding  it  uni'afe  to  remain  any  longer,  they  left  Cam- 
bridge the  26th  following,  and  arrived  at  New-Haven  the 
7th  of  March.  One  capt.  Breedan,  who  had  feen  them  at 
Bofton,  gave  information  thereof  upon  his  arrival  in  Eng- 
land. A  few  days  after  their  removal,  an  hue-and-cry,  as 
they  term  it  in  their  diary,  was  brought  by  the  way  of 
Barbados;  and  thereupon  a  warrant  to  iccure  them  ifluedr 
the  8th  of  March,  from  the  governor  and  afliftants,  which 

Witt 
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was  fent  to  Springfield  and  the  other  towns  in  the  weftern 
parts  of  the  colony  ;  but  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  it.* 
The  proclaiming  the  King  having  been  deferred  until 
Auguft,  1 66 1,  the  governor,  upon  intelligence  from  Eng- 
land of  what  was  doing  there  to  the  prejudice  of  the  colo- 
ny, did  not  think  proper  to  delay  it  any  longer,  and  called 
the  general  court  together  the  yth  of  Auguft,  when,  after 
a  great  variety  of  forms  for  a  proclamation  had  been  pro- 
poled,  the  following  was  agreed  to  • 

"  Forasmuch 

*  They  were  well  treated  at  New-Haven  by  the  minifters  and  fome  of  the 
migiiliates,  and  for  fome  days  feemed  to  apprehend  themfelves  out  of  danger. 
But  the  news  of  the  King's  proclamation  being  brought  to  New-Haven,  they 
were  obliged  to  abl'cond.  The  27th  of  March  they  removed  to  Milford>  and  ap- 
peared there  in  the  day  time,  and  made  themfelves  known  ;  but  at  night  return- 
ed privately  to  New-Haven,  and  lay  concealed  in  Mr.  Daver.port  the  minifters 
houfe,  until  the  ;oth  ot  April.  About  that  time  news  came  to  Bolton  that  ten 
of  the  judges  were  executed  ;  and  the  governor  icceived  a  royal  mandate,  dated 
March  j,  i66o>  to  caule  Whalcy  and  Goff'e  to  be  fecured.  This  greatly  alarmed 
the  country,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  court  were  now  in  earneft  in  their 
endeavours  to  apprehend  them  ;  and,  to  avoid  all  fufpicion,  they  gave  commif- 
fion  and  inftrtlcltons  to  two  young  merchants  from  England,  Thomas  Kellond 
and  Thomas  Kirk,  zealous  royalifts,  to  go  through  the  colonies  as  far  as  Man- 
hadoes  in  fearch  ot  them.  They  had  friends  who  informed  them  what  was  do- 
ing, and  they  removed  from  Mr.  Davenport's  to  the  houfe  of  one  Jones,  where 
they  lay  hid  until  the  1  ith  of  May,  and  then  removed  to  a  mill,  and  from  thence 
on  the  13th  into  the  woods,  where  they  met  Jones  and  two  of  his  companions, 
Sperry  and  Bun  ill,  who  hrft  conducted  them  to  a  place  called  Hatchet-Harbour, 
where  they  lay  two  nights  until  a  cave  or  hole  in  the  fide  ot  a  hill  was  prepared 
to  conceal  them.  This  hill  they  called  Providence-hill,  and  there  they  continu- 
ed from  the  fifteenth  of  May  to  tlie  1  ith  of  June,  fometimes  in  the  cave,  and  in 
very  tempeftuous  weather  in  a  houfe  near  to  it.  During  this  time  thcineffen^eis 
went  through  New-Haven  to  the  Dutch  fettkment,  from  whence  they  returned  to 
Bofton  by  water.  They  made  diligent  fearch,  and  had  full  proof  that  the  regi- 
cides had  been  feen  at  Mr.  Davenport's,  and  offered  great  rewards  to  Englilh  and 
Indians  who  fhould  give  information  that  they  might  be  taken  ;  but  by  the  fidel- 
ity of  their  three  friends,  they  remained  undifcovered.  Mr.  Davenport  was 
threatened  with  being  called  to  an  account  for  concealing  and  comforting  traitors, 
and  might  well  be  alarmed.  They  had  engaged  to  lurrender,  rather  than  the 
country  or  any  particular  perfons  lhould  fuller  upon  their  account;  and  upon  in- 
timation of  Mr.  Davenport's  danger,  they  generoufly  refolved  to  go  to' New-Ha- 
ven, and  deliver  themfelves  up  to  the  authoiity  there.  The  miferies  they  had 
fulfered  and  were  ftill  expofed  to,  and  the  little  chance  they  had  of  finally  efcap- 
ing,  in  a  country  where  every  ftranger  is  immediately  known  to  be  fuch,  would 
not  have  been  lufficient  to  have  induced  them.  They  let  the  deputy  governor? 
Mr.  Leete,  know  where  they  were,  but  he  took  no  meafurcs  to  fecure  them,  and 
the  next  day  fome  perfons  came  to  them  to  advife  them  not  to  iuvrender.  Hav- 
ing publicly  fhewn  themfelves  at  New-Haven,  they  had  cleared  Mr.  Davenport  from 
the  fufpicion  of  ftill  concealing  them,  and  the  24th  of  June  went  into  the  wood* 
again  to  their  cave.  They  continued  theie,  fometimes  venturing  to  a  houfe  near 
the  cave,  until  the  19th  of  Auguft,  when  the  fearch  for  them  being  pretty  well 
over,  they  ventured  to  the  houfe  ot  one  Tomkins  near  Milford,  where  they  re- 
mained two  years,  without  fo  much  as  going  into  the  orchard.  After  that,  they 
took  a  little  more  liberty,  and  made  themfelves  known  to  feveral  perfons,  in 
whom  they  could  confide ;  and  each  of  them  frequently  prayed,  and  alfo  exercif- 
ed,  as  they  term  it.  or  preached,  at  private  meetings  in  their  chamber.     In  J664 

the 
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"  Forasmuch  as  Charles  the  Second  is  undoubted 
"  King  of  Great-Britain,  and  all  other  his  Majefty's  terri- 
"  tories  and  dominions  thereunto  belonging,  and  hath  been 
"  fome  time  fince  lawfully  proclaimed  and  crowned  ac- 
u  cordingly  :  We  therefore  do^  as  in  duty  we  are  bound, 
"  own  and  acknowledge  him  to  be  our  Sovereign  Lord  and 
"  King ;  and  do  therefore  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  his 
"  lacred  Majefty  Charles  the  Second  to  be  lawful  King  of 
"  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  and  all  other  the  ter- 
"  ritories  thereunto  belonging.       God  fave  the  King  !" 

An 

the  commiffioncrs  from  King  Charles  arrived  at  Bofton.  Upon  the  news  of  itf 
they  retired  to  their  cave,  where  they  tarried  eight  or  ten  days.  Scor  after,  fome 
Indians  in  their  hunting  discovered  the  cave  with  the  bed,  &c.  and  the  report 
being  fpread  abroad,  it  was  not  fafe  to  remain  near  it.  On  the  13th  of  October, 
1664,  they  removed  to  Hadley,  near  an  hundred  miles  diftant,  travelling  only  by 
night,  where  Mr.  Ruflell,  the  minifter  of  the  place,  had  previoufly  agreed  to  re- 
ceive them.  Here  they  remained  concealed  fifteen  or  fixteen  years,  very  few 
perfons  in  the  colony  being  privy  to  it.  The  laft  account  of  Goffe  is  from  a  let- 
ter, dated  Ebenezer  (the  name  they  gave  their  feveral  places  of  abode)  April  id, 
1679.  Whaley  had  been  dead  fome  time  before.  The  tradition  at  Hadley  is,  that 
two  perfons  unknbwn  were  buried  in  the  minifter's  cellar.  The  minifter  was  no  fuf- 
ferer  by  his  boarders.  They  received  more  or  lefs  remittances  every  year,  for  many 
years  together,  from  their  wives  in  England.  Thofe  few  perfons  who  knew  where 
they  were,  made  them  frequent  prelents.  Richard  Saltonitall,  Efq.  who  was  in  the 
fecret,  when  he  left  the  country  and  went  to  England  in  1 672,  made  them  a  prefent 
of  fifty  pounds  at  his  departure  ;  and  they  take  notice  of  donations  from  feveral 
other  friends.  They  were  in  conftant  terror,  though  they  had  reafon  to  hope, 
after  fome  years,  that  the  inquiry  for  them  was  over.  They  read  with  pleafure 
the  news  of  their  being  killed  with  other  judges  in  Switzerland.  Their  diary  for 
fix  or  feven  years  contains  every  little  occurrent  in  the  town,  church  and  partic- 
ular families  in  the  neighbourhood.  Thefe  were  fmall  aflairs.  They  had  in- 
deed for  a  few  years  of  their  lives  been  among  the  principal  adlors  in  the  great 
affairs,  of  the  nation,  Gofle  efpeciaily,  who  turned  the  members  o'f  the  lit- 
tle parliament  out  of  the  houfe,  and  who  was  attached  to  Oliver  and  to  Rich- 
ard to  the  laft  ;  but  they  were  both  of  low  birth  and  education.  They  had  very 
conftant  and  exact  intelligence  of  every  thing  which  palled  in  England,  and  were 
unwilling  to  give  up  all  hopes  df  deliverance.  Their  greateft  expectations  were 
from  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies.  They  had  no  doubt  that  the  execution  of 
the  judges  was  the  flaying  of  the  witneffes.  They  were  much  dilappointed  whtu 
the  year  1666  had  pafl'ed  without  any  remarkable  event,  but  flattered  themfelves 
that  the  chriftian  era  might  be  erroneous.  Their  lives  were  miferable,  and  con- 
ftant burdens.  They  complain  of  being  banilhed  from  all  human  fociety.  A 
letter  from  Goffe's  wife,  who  was  Whaley's  daughter.  1  think  worth  preferving.* 
After  the  fecond  year,  Gofle  writes  by  the  name  of  Walter  Goldfniith,  and  the  of 
Frances  Goldfmith,  and  the  correfpondence  is  carried  on  as  between  a  mother 
and  fon.  There  is  too  much  religion  in  their  letters  for  the  tafte  of  the  prefent 
day ;  but  the  diftrefles  of  two  perfons  under  thefe  peculiar  circumftances,  who 
appear  to  have  lived  very  happily  together,  are  very  ftrongly  defcribed. 

Whilft  they  were  at  Hadley  (Feb.  10,1664)  Di.well,  another  of  the  judges, 
came  te  them  ;  but  from  wher.ee,  or  in  what  part  of  America  he  firft  landed,  rs 
not  known.  The  firft  mention  of  him  in  their  journal  is  by  the  name  of  Col. 
pixwell,  but  ever  after  they  eall  him  Mr.  Davids.  He  continued  fome  years  at 
Hadley,   and  then  removed  to  New-Haven.      He  was  generally  fuppoled  to  have 

been 

*  Appendix,  No.   14- 
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An  order  paffed  the  court  the  fame  day,  and  was  ported 
up  in  Bolton,  forbidding  all  diforderly  behaviour  on  the 
oceaiion,  declaring  that  no  peribn  might  expect  indulgence 
for  the  breach  of  any  law,  and  "  in  a  particular  manner 
that  no  man  mould  prefume  to  drink  his  Majefty's 
health,"*  which  the  order-  fays  "  he  hath  in  an  efpecial 
manner  forbid." 

An  addrefs  to  the  King  was  likewife  agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  fent  to  England. 

Intelligence  arriving  of  further  complaints,  againft  the 
colony,  and  orders  being  received  from  the  King  that  per- 
fons   fhould    be   fent  over  to  make  anfwer,  the  governor 

c  ailed 

been  one  of  thofe  who  were  obnoxious  in  England,  but  he  never  discovered  who 
he  was  until  he  was  on  his  death-bed.  I  have  one  of  his  letters,  llgned  James 
Davids,  dated  March  23d,  1683.  He  married  at  New-Haven,  and  left  leveral 
children.  After  his  death,  his  fon,  who  before  had  been  called  Davids,  took  the 
name  of  Dixvvell,  came  to  Eofton,  and  lived  in  good  repute  ;  was  a  ruling  elder 
of  one  of  the  churches  there,  and  died  in  1721  of  the  fmall-pox  by  inoculation. 
Some  of  his  grandchildren  are  now  living.  Col.  Dixwell  was  buried  at  New- 
Haven.  His  grave-ftone  ftill  remains,  with  this  infeription  :  «'j.  D.  Eiq.de- 
ceafed  March  18th,  in  the  8ad  year  of  his  age,  1688." 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  many  of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  colony  greatly 
efteemed  theie  perfons,  for  their  profeflions  of  piety  and  their  grave  deportment? 
who  did  not  approve  of  their  political  conduct.  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  minifter  of 
Cambridge,  who  mewed  them  great  friendlhip  upon  their  firft  arrival,  lays,  in  a 
manufcr ipt  which  he  wrote  in  his  own  vindication,  "  Since  I  have  had  oppor- 
tunity by  reading  and  difcourfe  to  Took  a  little  into  that  action  for  which  thefe 
men  fuller,  I  could  never  fee  that  it  was  jwftifiable."  After  they  were  declared 
traitors,  they  certainly  would  have  been  fent  to  England  if  they  could  have  been 
taken.  It  was  generally  thought  they  had  left  the  country;  and  even  the  coni'e- 
quence  01  their  eilape  was  dreaded,  left  when  they  were  taken  tliole  who  had 
harboured  them  lhould  fuller  for  it.  Mr.  Endicot,  the  governor,  writes  to  the 
Earl  of  Manchefter,  that  he  fuppofes  they  went  towards  the  Dutch  at  Manha- 
does,  and  took. (hipping  for  Holland  ;  and  Mr.  EJradftreet,  the  then  governor,  irf 
December  1684  writes  to  Edward  Randolph,  "that  after  their  being  at  New- 
Haven  he  could  never  hear  what  became  of  them."  Randolph,  who  was  fent  to 
fearch  into  the  fecrets  of  the  government,  could  obtain  no  more  knowledge  of  them 
than  that  they  had  been  in  the  country,  and  refpeci  had  been  (hewn  them  by  fome 
of  themagiftrates.  I  am  loth  to  omit  an  anecdote  handed  down  through  governor 
Leveret's  family.  1  find  Goffe  takes  notice  in  his  journal  of  Leveret's  being- at 
Hadley.  The  town  of  Hadley  was  alarmed  by  the  Indians  in  1675,  in  the  time 
of  public  worfhip,  and  the  people  were  in  the  utmoft  confufion.  Suddenly,  a 
grave,  elderly  perfon  appeared  in  the  midft  ol  them-  In  his  mein  and  drefs  he 
differed  from  the  reft  ol  the  people.  He^iot  only  encouraged  them  to  defend 
themfelves,  but  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  rallied,  instructed,  and  led  them  on  to 
encounter  the  enemy,  who  by  this  means  were  repulled.  As  luddenly  the  deliv- 
e'.er  of  Hadley  difappcarcd.  The  people  were  left  in  conlternation,  utterly  unable, 
to  account  for  this  ltrange  phenomenon.  It  is  not  probable  that  they  were  ever- 
able  to  explain  it.  If  Gotie  had  been  then  discovered,  it  mud  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  of-  thofe  perfons  who  declare  by  their  letters  that  they  never  knew 
•what  became  of  him. 

■  Hoc  eft  ad  noftros  non  leve  crimen  avos."     Qiid.  , 
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called  the  court  together  again  the  31ft  of  December; 
and  Simon  Bradilreet,  one  of  the  magiflrates,  and  John' 
Norton,  one  of  the  miniilers  of  Boflon  church,  were  chofen 
agents  for  the  colony,  and  instructions  given  them,  the 
ium  of  which  was — to  reprefent  the  colony  as  his  Majefty's 
loyal  and  obedient  fubjects — to  endeavour  to  take  off  all 
lcandal  and  objections — and  to  underltand  his  Majcfly's 
apprehenfions  concerning  them  j  to  do  nothing  which 
might  be  prejudicial  to  rhe  charter,  and  to  keep  the  court 
adviied  of  rheie  transactions  and  all  occurrences.* 

Thefe  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  fervice  with  great  re- 
luctance, Mr.  Norton  particularly.  A  (hip  was  flopped 
for  them  upon  demurrage,  and  then  dilcharged,  and  then 
Hopped  again.  At  length  the  committee,  appointed  to  do 
every  thing  neceflary  for  their  ciilpatch  in  the  recefs  of  the 
cpurt,  engaged  "to  make  good  all  damages  they  might 
fuitain  by  the  detention  of  their  perfons  in  England  or 
otherwife."     They  departed  the  10th  of  February. 

Their  reception  in  England  was  much  more  favourable 
than  was  expected,  their  ftay  lhort,  returning  the  next  fall 
with  the  King's  moll  gracious  letter,  lbme  parts  of  which 
red  the  hearts  of  the  country  ;  and  they  then  looked 
upon)  and  often  afterwards  recurred  to  them,  as  a  con- 
tinuation of  their  charter  privileges,  and  an  amnelly  of  ail 
pari  errors.  The  letter  was  ordered  to  be  publifhed  :  and 
in  an  order  for  a  public  thankfgiving  particular  notice  is 
taken  of  "  the  return  of  their  melTengers,  and  the  continu- 
ance of  the  mercies  of  peace,  liberties,  and  the  goipeL"-}- 

There 

*  Mr,  Pynchon  writes  to  Mr.  Davenport  at  New-Haven,  March  26,  iCfe:, 
«'  Our  general  court  after  much  agitation  and  Ojipolition  have  at  lalt  lent  tw» 
"  rneiTer.gers  to  Kr.gland,  Mr.  N-  and  Mr.  B.  who  went  from  Bolton  10th  Feb. 
"  I- pray  God  it  may  be  for  the  bcil.  The  event  is  doubtful  to  me,  feeing  we 
»«  have  fo  many  falfe  friends  and  open  enemies."  The  fears  of  the  people  while 
they  were  abfent  appear  from  many  pafl'ages  in  private  letters,  mentioning  re- 
ports that  Mr.  Bradlheet  and  Norton  were  detained  in  Lngland,  that  Mr.  Norton 
was  in  the  tower,  &c. 

+  Lord  Say,  who,  upon  the  reftoration,  which  he  had  been  inftrumental  in 
promoting,  was  made  lord  privy  feal,  retained  his  frietidlhip  for  the  colony,  as 
appeiti  by  the  following  letter. 

•«  Londom  10th  July,  i6v;. 
"  Gentlemen  and  honoured  friend?, 
««  Having  fo  fafe  a  hand  and  fo  true  a  fiiend  to  convey  a  line  to  you,  as  the 
bearer,  Mr.  Crovme,  I  was  loth  to  omit  writing,  becaufe  it  may  be  mj  laft,   my 
glafs  beir.g  almoft  MB  out,  andvI  retiring  h«me.     You  have  had  fcveral  appeared 

here. 
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There  were  fome  things  however  in  the  King's  letter 
hard  to  comply  with  ;  and  although  it  was  ordered  to  be 
pebliflied,  yet  it  was  with  this  caution,  that  "  inafmuch  as 
"  the  letter  hath  iniluence  upon  the  churches  as  well  as 
"  civil  flate,  all  manner  of  actings  in  relation  thereto  mall 
"  be  iiifpended  until  the  next  general  court,  that  lb  all 
*'  perfons  concerned  may  have  time  and  opportunity  to 
"  confidei'  of  what  is  necelTary  to  be  done  in  order  to  his 
"  Majefty's  plcaiure  therein."  The  King  exprellly  de- 
clares, "  We  will  preferve,  and  do  hereby  confirm,  the 
ic  patent  and  charter  heretofore  granted  unto  them  by  our 
"  royal  father,  of  blefled  memory  ;  and  they  fhall  fully 
"  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and  liberties  granted  to  them  in 
"  and  by  the  fame;  and  we  will  be  ready  to  renew  the 
"  fame  charter  to  them  under  our  great  f"eal  ot  England 
"  whentoever  they  mail  dellre  it."  His  Majefty's  gracious 
pardon  to  all  his  iubjefts  was  likewife  declared,  for  all  trea- 
ibns,  &c.  during  the  late  troubles,  except  to  fuch  as  flood 
attainted  by  act  of  parliament,  if  any  fuch  mould  have 
tranfperted  themlelves  thither  :  but  then  it  was  required, 
that  all  their  laws  mould  be  reviewed,  and  fuch  as  were 
contrary  or  derogatory  to  the  King's  authority  and  govern- 
ment fhould  be  annulled  and  repealed  ;  that  the  oath  of 
allegiance  lhould  be  duly  administered  ;  that  the  admin- 
iftration  of  juftice  fhould  be  in  the  King's  name;  that 
freedom  and  liberty  fhould  be  given  to  all  fuch  as  defired 

to 

here  againft  you,  and  have  been  examined  againft  you,  as  Capt.  Brccdan  and 
others,  ot  whom,  and  about  what,  this  bearer  can  more  particularly  inform  you 
than  I  will  at  this  time  write  ;  and  I  muit  lay  for  Mr.  Crowne,  he  hath  appear- 
ed both  here  in  the  council,  and  to  the  lord  chamberlain  and  others,  as  really 
and  cordially  tor  you  as  any  could  do,  and  hath  allayed  the  ill  opinion  of  your 
cruelty  againft  the  quakers,  willingly  neglected  his  pallage  to  ltay  here  to  ferve 
you  ;  and  by  his  means  and  information  of  the  ftate  of  your  government  as  now 
it  is,  I  hope  you  will  have  no  governor  put  upon  you  but  of  your  own  liking  ; 
wherefore  1  muit  requeft  you  will  really  own  and  accordingly  requite  Mr. 
Crowne  his  love,  care  and  pains  for  you,  of  Which  1  have  been  an  eye  witn*fs.' 
I  have  brought  hi:-n  to  the  lord  chamberlain  and  others,  and  have  requcfted  their' 
loulfliips  to  aHilt  him  in  your  behalf.  1  have  not  been  wanting  both  to  the  King 
and  council  to  advance  your  intereft  ;  more  I  caimot  do,  but  earneftly  to  pray 
the  Lard  to  ftand  with  y»u  and  for  you.  1  remain  your  allured  loving  friend 
to  ferve  you, 

For  bh  ever  honoured    fiiend*  ihe  governor  of 
'the    M.'Jfuchufctts  C'Juxy  in  Nciv-E/ig!a>;Jt  W.  Say  &  S*A  L  K." 

far  the  time  being,  to  be  communicated  to  the 
rej}  <,/  tie  tMagiJirates  and  J'f:. ties  th'ert, 
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to  ufe  the  book  of  common  prayer,  and  perform  their  de- 
votions in  the  manner  eftablifhed  in  England,  and  that 
they  might  not  undergo  any  prejudice  thereby  ;  that  all 
perfons  of  good  and  honeft  lives  and  converfations  fliould 
be  admitted  to  the  lacrament  of  the  Lord's  flipper,  ac- 
cording to  the  book  ot  common  prayer,  and  their  children 
to  baptifm  ;  that  in  the  choice  of  governor  and  affirmants, 
th$  only  confederation  to  be  had  ihould  be  of  the  wifdom, 
virtue  and  integrity  of  the  perfons  to  be  ehofen,  and  not  of 
any  faction  with  reference  to  opinions  and  outward  pro- 
feffion  ;  that  all  freeholders  of  competent  edates,  not  vi- 
cious, &c.  though  of  different  perfuafions  concerning 
church  government,  mould  have  their  votes  in  the  election 
of  all  officers,  civil  and  military  5  and,  finally,  that  this 
letter  ihould  be  published,  &c. 

However  rcafonable  the  feveral  things  required  by  the 
King  appear  to  us  at  this  day,*  yet  many  of  them  were 
grievous  to  our  anceftors.  The  agents  met  with  the  fate 
of  mod  agents  ever  fince.-f  The  favours  they  had  obtained 
were  fuppofed  to  be  no  more  than  might  well  have  been 
expected,  and  their  merits  were  foon  forgot ;  the  evils 
which  they  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  prevent  were  at- 
tributed to  their  neglect  or  unnecefTary  conceffions.  Mr. 
Bradftreet  was  a  man  of  more  phlegm,  and  not  fo  fenfibly 

touched  i 

*  When  the  legiflator  has  believed  it  a  duty  to  permit  the  cxercife  of  many- 
religions,  it  is  neceffary  that  he  ihould  enforce  alio  a  toleration  amongft  thefe 
religions  themfelves.         Spir.  Laivs. 

+  Mr.  Davis,  a  merchant  in  Bofton,  lately  arrived  from  England,  writes  to 
Mr.  Davenport  at  New-Haven  as  follows  :  ««  Mr.  Norton  hath  loft  himfelt  much 
in  the  efteem  of  the  generality,  and  will  do  more.  I  was  told  that  he  declared 
to  the  court,  if  they  complied  not  with  the  King's  letter,  the  blood  that  fliould 
be  fpilt  would  lie  at  their  door.  Vefterday  hall  a  dozen  of  the  great  church 
went  to  him  and  Mr.  Wilfon  and  elder  Penn,  in  the  name  of  themfelves  and 
others,  defiling  that  an  afliftant  might  be  ehofen  (intending  Mr.  Allen,  I  fuppofe, 
whom  the  Lord  appears  much  with,  having  given  him  large  room  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people)  bur  fome  I  hear  have  gone  on  the  other  fide  and  oppofed  it." 

Doitor  Mather  fays,  upon  this  occafion,  ««  Such  hai  been  the  jealous  difpofi- 
tion  of  out  New-Englanuers  about  their  dearly  bought  privileges,  and  fuch  alia 
has  been  the  various  understanding  of  the  people  about  the  extent  of  thofe  privi- 
leges, that  ol  all  the  agents  which  they  have  lent  over  unto  the  court  of  England 
for  now  forty  years  together,  I  know  not  any  one  who  did  not  at  his  return  meet 
with  lbme  very  froward  entertainment  among  his  countrymen.  And  there  may 
be  the  wifdom  of  the  holy  and  righteous  God,  as  well  as  the  malice  of  the  evil 
one,  acknowledged  in  the  ordering  of  fuch  temptations.  Of  thel'e  temptations  a 
coniiderable  (hare  fell  to  Mr.  Norton  ;  concerning  whom  there  were  many  who 
would  not  ftick  to  fay,  that  «  he  had  laid  the  foundation  of  ruin  to  all  our  liberties,' 
and  his  melancholy  mind  imagined  that  his  belt  friends  began  therefore  to  look 
awry  upon  him."        Mtgvxlia, 
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.touched  ;  but  Mr.  Norton  was  io  affected,  that  he  grew 
melancholy.  He  died  Fuddenly,  very  foon  after  his  return 
(April  5,  1663 .)*  The  only  thing  done  at  this  feffion  in 
compliance  with  his  Majefty's  orders,  befides  making  the 
letter  public,  was  the  giving  directions,  that  all  writs,  pro- 
iCeflfes,  &c.  ihould  be  in  his  MajehVs  name.  A  commit- 
tee was  afterwards  appointed  to  confider  what  was  proper 
to  be  done  as  to  the  other  parts,  who  were  to  report  the 
next  feffion  ;  and  liberty  was  given  to  any  of  the  reverend 
.elders,  to  any  freemen,  and  to  any  other  the  inhabitants. 
to  fend  in  their  thoughts,  that  fo  after  ferious  confedera- 
tion fomething  might  be  agreed  upon,  "  fatisfactory  and 
fafe,  conducing  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  felicity  of  his 
people." 

The  year  1662  was  remarkable  for  a  fynod  or  general 
council  of  all  the  churches,  held  at  Bofton  in  the  month 
.of  September,  by  order  of  the  general  court. 

The  two  queftion^  referred  to  their  deciiion,  and  con- 
cerning which  the  country  Was  much  divided  in  fentiment, 
were  thefe : 

lit.  Who  are  the  fubjects  of  baptifm  ? 

2d.  Whether  according  to  the  word  of  God  there 
ought  to  be  a  confociation  of  churches,  ancl  what  fhould 
be  the  manner  of  it  ? 

The  refult  of  this  fynod  was  printed  by  order  of  the 
general  court,  >ind  is  particularly  mentioned  by  Doctor 
Mather,  Mr.  Neal,  and  other  writers,  f- 

John 

*  Upon  his  fadden  death  the  Quakers  remarked,  "John  Norton,  chief  prieft 
in  Bofton,  by  the  immediate  power  of  the  Lord  was  fmitten ;  and  as  he  was 
■linking  down  by  the  fire  fide,  being  under  juft  judgment,  he  confeffed  the  hand 
of  the  Lord  was  upon  him,  and  fo  he  died."     Reprefent.  to  Kingand  Parliament. 

A  drunken  juftice,  who  had  been  a  great  perfecutor  of  the  (Quakers  in  England, 
was  threatened  by  Fox  with  divine  punilhment.  The.j*;fticc  died  of  an  apoplexy 
two  days  after.  His  death  was  not  afcribed  to  his  intemperance,  but  to  Fox's 
predictions.     Volt.  Let. 

Subito  mori  pi  is  pariter  atque  impiis  commune  eft.         Era/.  Ep'tjl. 

+  It  being  part  of  the  refult  of  this  fynod,  that  the  children  of  fuch  as  made  a 
public  piotefliou  of  their  faith,  &c.  although  not  in  full  communion,  might  be 
admitted  to  baptifm,  feveral  of  the  members  difiented.  Mr.  Chauncey,  the 
prefulent  of  the  college,  and  Mr.  Davenport,  of  New-Haven,  oppofed  it  in  print- 
Mr.  Allen  anlwered  the  firft,  and  Mr.  Richard  Mather  the  other.  His  fort,  Mr. 
Jncreafe  Mather,  a  young  gentleman  about  three  and  twenty,  was  with  the 
diffenters.  He  writes  Mr.  Davenport,  October  21,  1662,  «<  I  have  your  writings 
"  ftill  in  my  hands.  I  offered  the  fynod  to  read  them,  but  Mr.  Norton  advii'ed 
"  them  not  to  fuifir  me  ;  whereupon  I  let  them  have  a  copy  of  them,   wfeich 

was 


£o6  THE    HISTORY    OF  [Chap;  IJ, 

John  Touton,  a  French  doctor  ind  inhabitant  of  Ro-: 
chcl  in  France,  made  application  to  the  court  in  behalf  of 
hmifelf  and  other  protcftants  expelled  from  their  habita- 
tions on  account  of  their  religion,  that  the)'  might  have 
liberty  to  inhabit  here,  which  was  readily  granted  to  them, 

Capt.  Breedari,  who  as  we  have  before  mentioned  had 
been  in  England,  and  had  complained  of  the  government 
for  harbouring  regicides,  and  had  laid  divers  other  things 
to  its  charge  to  render  it  obnoxious,  returned  to  New- En- 
gland this  year,  and  behaved  with  great  infclence  in  the 
face  of  the  court,  ufurping  authority,  and  laying  his  com- 
mands on  them  ;  but  he  foon  found  they  had  not  loft 
their  fpirit.  They  committed  him  to  prifon  for  his  con- 
temptuous carriage,  and  afterwards  fined  him  two  hundred 
pounds,*  and  ordered  that  he  become  bound  in  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  with  fqreties,  to  be  of  good  behaviour, 
{landing  committed  until  fentencc  be  performed.  On  the 
other  hand,  Ifaac  Cole,  the  conftable  of  Wuburn,  being 
charged  with  having  refuted  to  pubiiili  the  King's  letter, 
and  Edward  Converie,  one  of  the  felectmen  of  that  town, 
with  having  fpoken  di'iefpectrully  of  it,  as  tending  to  pope- 
ry, procefs  was  ordered  agamft  them,  and  they  were  held 
to  anfwer  for  a  high  mifdemeanor ;  but  the  facts  charged 
againft  them  not  being  proved,  they  were  acquitted. 

The  feverc  a&s  of  parliament  againft  nonconform  ifts 
:aufcd  fome  of  them  again  to  think  ot  a  place  of  refuge. 

.Several 

"  was  generally  trinfcribed.  I  have  given  in  yours  and  Mr.  Street's  teftimony 
"  unto  the  general  court,  with  a  preface  lubfcribed  by  Mr.  Chauncey,  Mr.  Mayo 
"  my  brother,  and  myfelf,  in  the  name  of  others  of  the  diffenting  brethren  in  flit 
"  fynodi  whprein  we  declare  that  we  fully  concur  with  what  is  inferted  by  yoi 
"  felf  in  thole  papers.  Some  of  the  court  would  fain  have  thrown  them  ut 
"  without  reading,  but  the  major  part  were  not  fo  violent.  It  was  moved  they 
"  might  be  printed.  All  the  anfwer  we  could  get  was,  that  we  might  do  as  we. 
"  would.  We  count  it  a  favour  we  were  not  commanded  to  be  lilent.  You 
"  may  fee  which  way  things  are  like  to  be  carried." 

Mr.  Eleazer  Mather,  of  Northampton,  writes  to  Mr.  Davenport,  »f  New- 
Haveh,  4th  of  5th  month,  i66i»  "  There  was  fcarce  any  of  the  congregation.;' 
"  principles  but  what  were  layen  at  by  fome  or  other  of  the  aflenvbly  ;  as  rela- 
"  tions  of  the  work  of  grace,  power  of  voting  of  the  fraternity  in  admillion,  pro- 
"  felhon  of  faith  and  repentance  not  to  be  required  of  iuch  as  were  baptized  in 
*(  the  church,    in  reference  to  the  baptifm    of   their  children.      Mr.  Parker,    o: 

V  Newbury,    was   one    of  the  great  antagonifts  of  the   congregation \\  way  and 

V  order,  though  it  not  being  the  work  of  the  preiem  fynod,  his  many  motions  to 
•1  confider  whether  we  were  in  the  right  etclefiaftical  order  we  re-no  t  attended." 

*  Afterwards,  upon  application  from  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  feconded  by  go\- 
-!-,or  Winthrep  of  Conne'.licuf.  'he  fine  was  remitted}  or  granted  to  Sir  Thorra; 
uron!?  "o  bs  drfpofed  of  af  his  pleafure. 
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Several  mi  miters  came  over,  and  more  intended  to  follow-; 
but  New-England  was  threatened  with  a  lots  of  their  priv- 
ileges, and  it  the  threat  had  been  executed  they  would  not 
have  been  fecme  in  thei'e  remote  parts.'* 

The  inhabitants  upon  Connecticut  river  being  increafed 
to  three  tovvnlhips,  Springfield,  Northampton  and  Had- 
ley,  at  the  i'effions  of  the  general  court  in  May,  i^fta, 
they  were  made  a  county  by  the  name  of  Hamplhire. 

A  letter  was  lent  figned  by  the  governor  in  the  name  of 
the  general  court,  dated  Oct.  20,  1663,  to  Doctor  John 
Owen,  defiring  him  to  come  over  and  to  accept  the  call  or 
invitation  which  the  firfl  church  in  Bofton  had  given  him 
to  become  their  teacher  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Norton  ;  but 
he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon. -j- 

In  i  664  the  people  of  New-England  were  turpri'fed  with 
the  appearance  of  a  very  large  cornet,  which  continued 
from  the  17th  of  November,  until  the  4th  of  February 
following.  At  firit  it  appeared  in  the  call,  bearded  ;  af- 
terwards in  the  weft,  with  a  tail..  They  were  not  alone  in 
their  opinion  that  comets  were  omens  of  great  evils.  So 
judicious  a  writer  as  Sleidan  obferves,  that  a  comet  was 
{cen  all  the  month  of  Auguft  preceding  the  October  when 
Zuinglius  was  flain  ;  he  adds,  that  the  queen  mother  of 
France  died  about  the  fame  time.  One  had  appeared  juft 
before  Mr.  Cotton's  death.  The  death  of  their  aged  gov- 
ernor, and  the  troubles  the  colony  met  with  the  next  year 
from  the  King's  commifiioners,  tended  to  confirm  people 
in  their  opinion.     The  aurora  borealis,  and  even  eclipfes, 

in 

*  "  Here  is  come  with  Woodgrcene  one  Mr.  Davies,  a  rich  merchant.;  and 
"  there  came  with  him  one  Mr.  Allen,  a  young  man,  a  vejy  able  teacher,  recom- 
»<  mended  by  Mr.  Goodwin.  He  hath  taught  here  divers  times  iince  he  came. 
««  Many  are  expecled  this  Cummer.  Mr.  Bartlett  of  Biddcford,  and  his  Ion, 
"  were  (hipped  for  New- England.;  but  an  oath  being  required  of  them  before 
*«  they  could  get  out  of  the  harbour,    they  chofe  to  die  in  priion  ratiier  than  take 

♦  •  it."  E.  Mather's  letter  to  Davenport,  July,  1661  .  Another  MS  in  1661  fays, 
«<  There  is  g;e.it  talk  of  many  miniilers  with  their  congregations  coming  over  the 

♦  '  next  vear,  if  room  can  be  found  fcr  them.  There  was  a  general  governor  and 
«.«  a  major  general  chofen,  and  a  bilhop  with  a  fuliVagan  ;  but  Mr.  Norton  writes, 
V  that  they  are  not  yet  out  of  hopes  to  prevent  it  ;  the  governor's  name  is  Sir 
»'  Robert  Carr,  a  rank  papitt." 

+  Capt.  Cookin,  one  of  the  afltftants,  in  a  letter  dated  July.  1666,  lay?, 
*♦  Doftor  Owen  and  fome  choice  ones  who  intended  to  come  with  him  in  Mr. 
"  Peirce  are  diverted,  and  that  not  from  hopes  of  better  times  there,  but  horn 
**  fears  of  worfe  here,  which  fome  new  counfels  there  acting  gave  them  orcafion 
'*  for,  fo  that  in  all  probability  a  new  cloud  is  gathering  and  a  ftorm  preparing 
*4  io:  ui." 
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in   former  ages   have  been  deemed  prodigies,   and  of  ill 
omen.* 

The  firfl  profecution  I  find  upon  record  of  any  of  the 
people  called  anabaptifts  was  in  the  year  1665.  William 
Turner,  Thomas  Gold,  Edward  Drinker,  John  George, 
and  Thomas  Oiborne,  were  charged  before  the  governor 
and  other  magistrates  with  "  gathering  themfelves  into  a 
pretended  church  ftate,-f*  inoppofition  to.  the  order  of  the 
churches  of  ChriSt  in  the  colony,  and  intermeddling  with 
thofe  holy  appointments  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  which  are  pro- 
per only  to  office  truft."  They  confefled  they  had 
joined  in  a  church  Society^  that  they  had  been  rebaptized, 
and  that  one  of  them  adminiftered  the  Lord's  fupper. 
They  were  admonished,  and  threatened  that  if  they  con- 
tinued to  meet  and  practife  contrary  to  the  order  of  the 
gofpel,  the  court  would  proceed  againft  them  according  to 
their  dements.  They  perfevered  notwithstanding,  and 
were  fentenced  by  the  court  to  be  disfranchifed,  if  they 
were  freemen,  and  if  they  flill  continued  their  practice  to 
be  committed  to  prilon  upon  conviction  before  one  magis- 
trate, until  the  general  court  Should  take  further  order ; 
and  Some  time  alter  they  were  imprifoned  and  baniihed. 
Nitimnr  in  vetitum  was  verified  in  this  proceeding  as  it  u- 
fually  is  in  the  like  cafes.  Severity  made  converts,  and  then 
it  was  thought  advifable  to  ceafe  from  further  profecu- 
tions.?|;      The  baptiits  in  England  y/ere  distinguished  at 

this 

*  Caelum  vifum  eft  ardere  plurimo  igni,  portentaque  ali2  aut  obverfata  oculis' 
aiitvana  extenitis  oftentavere  fpecies.         Liv. 

i  This  feverity  was  difagreeable  to  many.  A  petition  to  the  court  was  figned 
by  Capt.  Hutchinfon,  Capt.  Oliver,  and  others,  in  1668,  for  favour  to  Thomas 
Gold  and  the  reft  ;  but  it  gave  oftencc,  and  feme  of  the  petitioners  were  obliged 
to  acknowledge  their  fault,  fome  exprefllons  in  the  petition  being  conftrued  re- 
proachful, and  the  chief  promoters  were  fined-  Mr.  Increafe  Mather  writes  to 
his  brother  at  Northampton,  July  3d,  1665,  '«  In  this  town  is  lately  congregated 
a  church  of  anabaptirts.  They  take  advantage  from  the  commHfioners,  who  de- 
clared that  they  would  have  liberty  given  to  all  forts  and  feels  of  men." 

{  This  was  not  the  firft  appearance  of  antipasdobaptifm  in  the  colony.  Mr. 
Dunftar,  the  prefident  of  the  college,  made  proteffion  of  it,  and  W3S  forced  to 
quit  his  prefidentfhip.  Mr.  Chauncey,  his  fucceflbr,  held  immcrfion  neceftary, 
but  was  content  that  the  ordinance  fhould  be  adminiftered  to  infants,  provided 
jt  was  done  in  that  way.  In  Mr.  Hooker's  time,  foon  after  the  year  1640,  it 
appears  by  his  letters  that  many  were  inclined  that  way,  and  he  exprefi'es  his 
appiciienfions  that  the  number  would  increafe.  "1111644,  one  Painter,  for  re- 
fusing to  let  his  child  be  baptized  (his  wife  defiring  it)  was  brought  before  the 
court,   where  he  declared  their  baptiim  to  be  antichriftian.     He  was  fentenced  to 

be 
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this  time  into  three  divifions.  "  Such  as  look  upon  all 
*c  who  had  not  been  baptized  after  they  came -to  adult  age 
"  as  little  better  than  heathens,  and  will  not  join  in  prayer 
"  with  the  mod  eminent  congregational  minifters,  if  they 
"  were  providentially  in  a  family  together.  Others  are  fo- 
"  ber,  moderate  men,  and  manifefl  the  poiver  of  godlinefs 
"  in  their  converfations  ;  and  thefe  upon  our  occaiional 
"  meetings  we  join  hand  and  heart  with,  and  call  fome  of 
"  them  out  to  pray  with  us,  and  we  would  not  have  this 
"  difference  in  judgment  between  us  make  the  leaft  breach 
"  in  affection,  for  many  of  thofe  we  look  upon  to  be  emi- 
"  nent,  precious,  holy  men.  We  have  a  third  fort,  but 
"  they  are  not  many  (and  moll  of  them  at  London)  that 
"  take  into  fellowship  thofe  that  are  godly,  and  deiire  to 
"  join  with  them,  though  they  come  not  up  to  be  baptiz- 
"  ed,  and  walk  lovingly  together.*  The  nrit  baptifts  in 
Maflachufetts  are  reprefented  by  the  writers  of  that  day 
to  have  been  of  the  fame  principles  with  thofe  firft  des- 
cribed. Some  of  them  were  not  fo.  I  have  feen  a  letter 
dated  not  many  years  after  this  time,  from  Mr.  Miles,  the 
baptift  minifter  at  Swanzey,  to  one  of  the  congregational 
minifters  at  Bofton,  which  breathes  the  true  fpirit  of  the 
gofpel,  and  urges  chriftian  concord,  charity  and  love,  al- 
though they  did  not  agree  in  every  point. 

In  the  year  1664  the  line  between  Maflachufetts  and 
Plymouth  was  fully  and  amicably  fettled  and  ran,  by  a 
committee  from  each  colony,  their  return  being  accepted 
by  the  general  court  of  Maflachufetts,   and   ordered  to  be 

recorded  j 

be  whippedf  which  he  bore  without  flinching,  and  boafted  that  Cod  had  affifted 
him.  His  neighbours  gave  him  the  character  of  an  idle,  lying  fellow."  Hubbard. 
Mr.  Weftgate,  who  had  been  in  New-England,  writes  from  Harleftone,  5th  2d 
month,  1653,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Lake,  a  merchant  of  note  in  Bofton,  ««  Pray  inform 
"  me  in  your  next  whether  Mr.  Cotton  be  alive,  and  if  he  be  dead,  what  fupply 
"  tire  church  have  in  his  Head,    and  how  the  If  ate  of  it  ftands,   and  alio  the  ftate 

•  '  of  the  other  church  in  Bofton,  of  which  I  can  hear  nothing.  Inform  me  whe- 
"  thef  the  number  of  thofe  that  oppofe  baptizing  of  infants  increafe,  and  how  it 
*'•  is  taken  by  the  magistrates  and  churches,   and  who  of  Bofton   church  declare 

•  '  themfelves  that  way." 

When  the  proceedings  againft  the  congregationalifts  in  England  were  com- 
plained of,  they  were  told  by  Dr.  Stillingfleet  that  they  were  juftified  by  the  pro- 
ceedings of  their  brethren  in  New- England  againft  diilenters  from  the  eftablilhed, 
worihip  there.         Still,  mifcb.  offefarution. 

*  Mr.  Weftgate's  letter  to  Mr.  Increafe  Mather, 
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recorded  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  general  court  of  Ply- 
mouth colony  accepted  it  likewifei* 

From  the  reftoration  until  the  vacating  the  charter,  the 
colony  never  flood  well  in  England  j  the  principal  pcrfons 
both  m  church  and  date  were  never  without  fearful  ex- 
pectations of  being  deprived  of  their  privileges.  The  years 
1664  and  1665  afforded  them  greater  occafion  for  tears 
than  they  had  met  with  at  any  time  before. -f  In  the 
fpring  of  1664  intelligence  was  brought  that  feveral  men 
ot  war  were  coming  from  England,  and  feveral  gen- 
tlemen of  diftinct ion  aboard  them.  As  ibon  as  the  gen- 
eral court  met  in  May,  they  ordered  the  captain  of  the 
caftle  to  give  the  fpeedieft  notice,  upon  fight  of  the 
mips,  to  the  governor  and  deputy  governor  ;  appointed  a 
committee  to  repair  on  board,  to  prelent  the  refpe&s  of  the 
court  to  the  gentlemen,  and  to  acquaint  them,  that  it  was 
the  deiire  of  the  authority  of  the  place  that  ftrict  orders 
mould  be  given  to  the  under  officers  and  foldiers,  in  their 
coming  afbore  to  refrefh  themfelves,  at  no  time  to  exceed 
a  convenient  number,  and  thofe  without  arms,  and  to  be- 
have themfelves  orderly,  and  to  give  no  offence  to  the  peo~ 
pie  and  laws  ot  the  place.  This  was  no  more  than  a  pru- 
dent precaution,  considering  how  ft  net  the  laws  were  againii 
all  immoralities,  the*  !enfe  the  magiftrates  had  of  their  ob- 
ligations to  execute  them  upon  all  offenders  without  dif- 
tinction,  the  certainty  that  the  crews  of  men  of  war  would 
offend,  and  the  danger  ot  tumults,  quarrels  and  blood  (bed 
when  they  fhould  be  brought  to  punithment.  Preparation 
was  likewife  made  for  receiving  and  entertaining  the  gen- 
tlemen in  the  bed  manner. 

A  day  of  failing  and  prayer  J  was  appointed  to  be  ob- 

ferved 

*  Although  there  have  been  difputes  concerning  this  line  fince  the  prefent 
charter,  between  the  proprietors  of  the  towns  in  the  county  of  Plymouth  and 
Suffolk,  which  were  bounded  by  the  colony  lines,  yet  the  ftation  from  whence 
they  then  began  to  run  has  never  been  doubted.  The  committee  lay  in  their 
return,  «»  We  all  mutually  agreed  upon  the  firft  ftation,  having  meal'urcd  three 
miles  Southerly  of  the  fouthernntoft  part  of  the  faid  river."  Charles  river  being 
;uft  before  mentioned. 

t  In  the  year  1664  the  wheat  through  the  colony  was  fpoiled  by  blaft  or  mil- 
dew. This  is  represented  as  a  new  or  unufual  thing,  bur  continued  more  or  left 
for  divers  ysars  together,  until  the  people  were  difcouraged  from  fowirg,  but 
little  v/heat  having  been  'ailed  iince,  except  in  the  towns  upon  Connecticut  river. 

%  This  was  their  practice  upon  every  important  occafion.  Their  dependence 
ui)on  thefe  days  however  was  not  fuch  as  tauted  them  to  negleil  any  other  means 

in 
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ierved  throughout  the  jurifdiction,  to  implore  the  mercy 
of  God  to  them  under  their  many  diftractions  and  troubles 
according  as  they  mould  ftand  in  need.  And  apprehend*- 
ing  it  to  be  of  great  concernment  that  the  patent  or  char- 
ter mould  be  kept  fafe  and  fecret,  they  ordered  the  fecre- 
tary  to  bring  it  into  court,  and  to  deliver  it,  together  with 
a  duplicate,  to  four  of  the  court,*  who  were  directed  todit- 
pofe  of  them  as  might  be  moil  fafe  for  the  country. 

The  fhips  arrived  Saturday  the  23d  of  July,  with  Col. 
Richard  Nichols,  and  George  Cartwright,  Efq.-f  who,  to- 
gether with  Sir  Robert  Carr  and  Samuel  Maverick,  Efq. 
had  received  a  commifTionl  from  the  Kins;  for  reducing  the 
Dutch  at  the  Manhadoes,  vifiting  the  colonics  in  New- 
England,  hearing  and  determining  all  matters  of  complaint, 
and  fettling  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  country,  any 
three  or  two  of  them  to  be  a  quorum,  Col.  Nichols  during 
his  life  being  one.  At  their  defire  the  governor  ordered  a 
meeting  of  the  council  on  Tuelday  the  26th.  The  com- 
miifioners  laid  their  commiffion  before  the  council,  with 
the  King's  letter  of  the  23d  of  April,  and  part  of  an  in- 
flruction  referring  to  the  reducing  the  Manhadoes ;  and 
propoled  the  railing  iuch  a  number  of  men  as  the  country 
could  fpare,  to  begin  their  march  on  the  20th  of  Auguft, 
promiling  that  if  in  the  mean  time  they  could  prevail  by 
treaty  or  any  nearer  afiiflance  they  would  flop  the  progrefs 
o^  raifmo;  or  marching  the  men. 

The  council  gave  their  anfwer,  that  they  would  caule  the 
general  court  to  aflemble  the  3d  of  Auguft,  and  commu- 
nicate the  propofal  to  them.  The  commiilioners  then  ac- 
quainted the  council  that  there  were  many  more  things  to 
fignify  to  them  at  their  return  from  Manhadoes ;  and  the 
council  was  dehred  in  the  mean  time  further  to  conlider  of 
his  Majefty's  letter  to  the  colony,  June  28,  1662,  and  to 
give  a  more  iatisfactory  anfwer  than  formerly.  The  com- 
mifiioners  then  proceeded  to  the  Manhadoes. 

The 

in  their  power  for  promoting  the  public  weal.  Modern  hiftorians  cenfure  this 
conduct  as  weaknefs.  Cato  only  cenfured  the  ancient  Romans  for  not  joining 
their  endeavours  to  their  prayers.  ««  L'bi  focordiae  tete  atque  ignaviae  tradideiis. 
ncquicquam  deos  implores,  irati  infeflique  Cunt."         Cato  apud  Saluji. 

*  Mr.  Bcllinghitin,  Maj.  Gen.  Leveret,  Capt.  Clark,  and  Capt.  Johnfon. 

+  Sir  fcobert  Carr  and  Mr.  Miveiick  arris  ed  at  PL'catstqua  about  the  fame  tirrje. 

%  Appendix,  No    15. 
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The  court  afTembled  at  the  time  appointed.  They  firft 
refolved  "  that  they  would  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to 
his  Majefty,  and  adhere  to  their  patent,  fo  dearly  obtained 
and  fo  long  enjoyed  by  undoubted  right  in  the  fight  of 
God  and  men."  And  then  refolved  to  raife  a  number  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  men,  at  the  charge  of  the  colony, 
for  his  Majefty's  fervice  againft  the  Dutch.  The  men  were 
raifed ;  but  the  place  furrendering  on  articles,  no  orders 
were  given  for  them  to  march.*  The  court  in  the  next  place 
confidered  of  his  Majefty's  letter  of  1662,  and  repealed  the 
law  relating  to  the  admiffion  of  freemen,  and  inftead  of  it 
provided  another  that  allowed  Englifh  fubjects,  being  free- 
holders, rateable  to  a  certain  value,  certified  by  the  minify 
ter  of  the  place  to  be  orthodox,  and  not  vicious  in  their 
lives,  to  be  made  freemen,  although  not  members  of  the 
church.  The  other  parts  of  the  letter  were  referred  until 
the  commiffioners'  return. 

They  agreed  upon  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  fet ting  forth 
the  purchafe  of  the  foil  from  the  council  of  Plymouth — the 
charter  from  King  Charles  the  Firft — the  great  charge  they 
had  been  at  in  tranfporting  themfelves  and  families,  in 
purchasing  lands  of  the  natives,  and  fettling  the  colony — his 
Majefty's  explicit  confirmation  of  their  privileges,  &c. 
They  then  exprefs  their  grief  in  having  four  perions  fent 
over,  one  of  them  «j>  their  known  and  profefled  enemy,  with 
iuch  extraordinary  powers,  by  means  whereof  they  were 
like  to  be  fubjected  to  the  arbitrary  power  of  ftrangers, 
proceeding  not  by  any  eftablifhed  law  but  their  own  dif- 
cretion ;  and  being  thus  fubjected  to  complaints,  appeals, 
and  the  determinations  of  new  judges,  the  government  and 
adminiftration  would  be  made  void  and  of  no  effect ;  and 
although  they  had  but  tafted  of  the  words  and  actions  of 
the  gentlemen,  yet  they  had  enough  to  fatisfy  them  that 
ihe  powers  given  by  the  commiflion  would  be  improved  to 

the 

*  Thomas  Clark  and  John  Pynchon,  as  eommiflloners  from  Mafi'achufetts, 
attended  the  King's  commiffioners  to  Manhadoes.  The  Manhadoes  furreiidercd 
the  27th  Aug.  1664,  the  inhabitants  becoming  Englifh  fubjefls  and  being  left  in 
ihe  enjoyment  of  their  eftates  and  many  of  their  privileges  ;  Stuyvefant,  the 
Dutch  governor*  alfo  becoming  fubjed  to  the  Englifh  government.  I  have  the 
copy  of  a  letter  fent  to  him  from  the  Dutch  Welt:- India  company,  requiring  him 
to  come  home,  and  give  a  more  fatisfaSory  account  by  word  of  mouth  than  h? 
had  done  by  his  letters. 

+  Maverick. 
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the  fubveriion  of  their  all ;  that  if  things  went  on  accord- 
ing to  the  prefent  appearance,  they  muft  either  leek  new 
dwellings  or  fink  under  intolerable  burdens,  the  inhabitants 
would  be  driven  to  they  knew  not  what  extremities,  and  a 
hopeful  plantation  ruined  ;  that  if  any  profit  was  expected 
by  the  King,  or  by  new  rulers  irripofed  upon  them,  they 
would  be  diiappointed,  the  country  being  poor,  and  but 
juft  affording  fubfiftence  ;  that  if  the  people  mould  .be 
drove  out  of  the  country  (for  to  a  coalition  they  would 
never  come)  it  would  be  hard  to  find  another  people  that 
would  ftay  long  in  it  ;  that  the  body  of  the  people  was 
fatisfied  with  the  prefent  government ;  that  there  was  no 
government  under  heaven  where  there  were  no  difcontent- 
ed  perfons ;  that  there  were  but  few  among  them,  and 
fewer  that  had  cauie  to  be  fo.  They  appeal  to  God  that 
they  came  not  into  this  wildernefs  to  feek  great  things  for 
themfelves,  but  for  the  fake  of  a  quiet  life.  They  profefs 
their  fubjection  to  his  Majefty,  and  willingnefs  to  teftify 
their  dutiful  affection  in  any  righteous  way ;  but  it  was  a 
great  unhappinefs  to  be  reduced  to  the  hard  cafe  of  having 
no  other  way  of  doing  it  but  by  deftroying  their  own  be- 
ing, which  nature  taught  them  to  preferve,  or  yielding  up 
their  liberties,  far  dearer  to  them  than  their  lives ;  which  if 
they  had  had  any  reaion  to  expect,  they  would  not  have 
wandered  from  their  fathers'  houles  to  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
a  royal  donation  from  fo  great  a  Prince  being  the  greateft 
fecurity  in  human  affairs.  They  fent  letters  humbly,  to 
fue  for  favour  to  feveral  of  the  nobility,  and  among  others 
to  the  Lord  Clarendon,  from  whom  they  had  an  unfavour- 
able anfwer.* 

The  Dutch  being  reduced,  Nichols  remained  at  New- 
York  ;  the  other  commiffioners  returned  toBofton  the  15th 
of  February,  and  acquainted  the  governor  and  council  that 
the  next  day  they  mould  go  to  Plymouth  to  deliver  the 
King's  letter  to  that  government,  and  defircd  orders  might 
be  given  to  all  the  inhabitants  to  aflemble  together  the 
next  election  day  :  to  which  it  was  anfwered,  that  all  were 
at  their  liberty  ;  but  the  reafon  of  fuch  a  motion  they  could 
not  fee  into,  nor  mould  they  encourage  it,  not  only  on  ac- 
count 

"  Appendix,  No.  17.  •  * 
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count  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  feafon,  but  becaufe  the  wives 
and  children  of  a  confiderable  part  of  the  people,  together 
with  many  aged  perfons,  mull  be  left  expofed  to  the  rage 
of  the  natives.  To  which  Cartwright  replied,  "  that  the 
motion  was  lo  reasonable,  that  he  that  would  not  attend  to 
it  was  a  traitor."  This  was  rough  ufage,  and  could  have 
no  good  cuniequences.  The  commiftioners  fent  letters  in 
their  own  name  about  the  country,  to  invite  the  people  to 
aflemble. 

Having  difpatched  their  bufinefs  at   Plymouth,*    they 

went 

*  His    Majefties"  commimor.ers   propofitions   to    Plymouth  jurifdidicn. 

WE  were  comaunded  particularly  to  recomend  thefe  thinges  to  yeu  from  his 
Majeltye. 

i.  That  all  houfc-holders  inhabitinge  in  your  colonye  take  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance.     And  that  your  adminillrations  of  juftice  be  in  his  Majeftye's  name. 

2.  That  all  men  of  competent  cftates  and  civil  con\crfa:ion,  though  of  different 
judgment,  may  be  admitted  to  be  freemen,  and  haue  liberty  to  choofe  and  be 
choofen  officers  both  civill  and  military. 

3.  That  all  men  and  woemen  of  orthodoxe  opinions,  competent  eftates,  know- 
ledge, civill  hues  and  not  fcandalous,  may  be  admitted  to  the  facrament  of  the" 
Lord's  fupper,  and  their  children  to  baptil'me  [if  they  deiire  it]  either  by  ad.nit- 
tinge  them  into  the  congregation  already  gathered,  01  permittinge  them  to  gather 
themfelves  into  fuch  congregations,  where  they  may  enjoy  benefitt  of  the  facra- 
ment, and  that  difference  in  opinion  may  not  breake  the  bonds  of  pence  and  charity. 

4.  That  all  lawes  and  exprellions  in  lawcs  derogatory  to  his  Majelty,  if  any 
fuch  haue  beene  made  in  theie  partes  in  the  laite  troublefome  tymes,  may  be 
repealed,  altered  and  taken  oft  from  the  file. 

The  Court's  artfwer. 

1.  To  the  firfl  we  confent,  it  haueing  been  the  pradife  of  this  court  in  the  fiift 
place  to  infart  in  the  oath  of  fidelity,  required  of  every  houfeholdct,  to  b?  true 
and  loyall  to  our  foveraigne  Lord  the  King,  his  heires  ^iii  fuccell'ors  :  alfoe  to 
adminiiter  all  adtes  of  jultice  in  his  Majeitye.  name. 

z.  To  the  fecond  we  alfoe  confent,  it  haueing  beene  our  conftant  pracTife  to 
admitt  men  of  competent  eltates,  and  civill  converfaiion,  though  of  different 
judgments,  yet  beinge  otherwife  orthodoxe,  to  be  freemen,  and  io  haue  liberty  to 
choofe  and  to  be  choofen  officer.-,  ooth  civill  and  military  . 

4.  To  the  4th  we  confent,  that  all  lawes  and  expreflions  of  lawes  derogatory  to 
bis  Majeftye  [if  any  fuch  be  found  amonjjlt  us,  which  at  prelent  wc  are  not  con- 
scious of  I  lhall  be  repealedi  altered  and  taken  off  the  file. 

3.  To  the  il,  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  it  to  be  a  high  favour  from  God  and 
from  our  Soveuigne  that  we  may  enjoy  our  eonfeience:,  in  point  of  Cod's  worfhip, 
the  main  end  of  tranfplanting  ourklves  into  thefe  remote  corners  of  the  earth. 
and  Ihoul  I  moft  heartily  rejoice  that  all  our  neighbours,  lo  qualified  as  in  that 
proposition,  would  adjoint  themfelves  to  our  foeieties  according  lo  the  order  of 
the  gofpcl,  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  facraments  to  themfelves  and  theirs  ;  but  i: 
through  different  perfwafions  respecting  church  government  it  cannot  be  obtained, 
we  would  not  deny  a  liberty  to  any  according  to  the  prcpontion  that  are  truly 
rronfeientious,  altho  differing  from  us  'efpecially  where  his  Majeftye  commands  it) 
they  maintaining  an  able  preaching  miniftry  for  carrying  on  of  publick  fabbath 
worihip,  which  we  doubt  not  is  his  Majelties  intent,  and  withdraw  not  from  pay- 
n.g  their  due  proportions  of  maintenance  to  fuch  minilters  as  are  orderly  fettled 
in  tli«  places  where  they  live,  until  they  have  one  of  their  owne,  and  that  in 
fuch  ^>lace;  as  :  re  .2p;ib!e  of  maintaining  the  worihip  of  God  in  two  diftinct  con- 
gregations. 
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went  to  the  Narraganfet  country,  and  at  Warwick  held 
their  court,  made  inquiry  into  the  titles  of  lands  there,  and 
made  divers  determinations  which  had  no  long  effect,  and 
came  privately  and  feparately  to  Bofton  the  latter  end 
of  April,  and  lb  prevented,  designedly  as  was  fuppofed,  that 
reipecf.  which  was  intended  to  have  been  ihewn  them  at 
their  arrival.  Mr.  Endicot,  the  governor,  died  the  1  5th  of 
March,  1665.  Mr.  Bciliugham,  the  deputy  governor, 
with  fome  oi  the  magiftrates,  aiiembled-as  uiual,  the  2d  of 
May,  the  da}-  before  the  election,  to  prepare  for  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  next  day.  The  commiHioners  defired  to  {peak 
with  them,  which  though  at  firft  they  refuted,  being  no 
court,  yet  when  it  was  urged  by  the  commiiTioners,  it  was 
Submitted  to.  Five  writings  were  delivered  as  part  of 
their  initrucfions.  The  firft,  exprefling  "  the  great  kind- 
nefs  of  the  King  for  the  colony,  and  his  delne  to  advance 
a  plantation  which  had  given  ib  good  an  example  of  fobri- 
ety  and  induftry  to  all  others."  The  fecond,  declaring  that 
the  King  was  ib  tar  from  any  thought  of  abridging,  that  he 
was  very  ready  to  enlarge  all  the  conceilions  made  by  his  royal 
father  in  the  charter,  or  .to  make  any  alterations  for  the 
profperity  of  the  colony,"  The  third,  "  that  the  princi- 
pal end  of  their  journey  was  to  remove  all  jealoufies  the 
King  might  have  ot  the  loyalty  and  affections  of  his  good 
fubjects  towards  him,  or  which  they  might  have  of  his  good 
opinion  ami  confidence  in  them,  and  his  protection 
over  them."  The  tourth,  "  that  by  this  means  the  defigns 
vl  wicked  and  ledittous  perlons  would  be  difappointed,  and 
a  foundation  laid  for  mutual  confidence  and  fatisfaction  ; 
the  King  would  look  upon  his  colony  of  Malfachufetts 
within  the  fame  limits  ot  afTcdion,  duty  and  obedience  t'.> 

his 

gregations.  We  being  greatly  incou raged  by  his  Majefties  gracious  expreffior.o  in 
his  letter  to  us,  and  your  honours  further  ail'urance  of  his  royal  purpofe  to  con- 
tinue our  liberties,  that  where  places  by  reaibn  of  our  paucity  and  poverty  are 
encapable  of  two,  it  is  not  intended  that  l'uch  congregations  as  ate  alrtady  in 
being  fhould  be  rooted  out,  but  their  liberties  prefcrved,  there  being  other  p]  ice! 
to  accommodate  men  of  different  perfwafions  in  focieties  by  themfelves,  which  by 
our  knowne  experience  tends  moft  to  the  prelervation  of  peace  and  charity. 

The  league  between  the  colonies  was  not  with  any  intent  (that  ever  we  heard 
of)  to  caft  oft'  our  dependance  upon  England,  a  thing  which  we  utterly  abhorre  ; 
ir.treating  your  honours  to  believe  us,  for  we  fpeak  as  in  the  prefence  of  God. 

New-Plymouth,'  By    order  of  the  genera;   court   for 

May  <v,  i66j. '  the  juvifdiction  of  Mew-Plymoutii, 

per  rac  Nathaniel  Morton,  i'ecr'y. 
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his  perfon  and  government  as  Kent  or  York  (hire,  and  they 
again*  would  have  the  fame  confidence  of  his  care  and  pro- 
tection as  the  others  had,  and  all  have  great  reafon  to 
acknowledge  the  good  effects  which  by  God's  bldTing 
would  proceed  from  this  commiflion."  Thefe  were  given 
as  from  his  Majefty.  The  fifth  was  a  meflage  of  their 
own,  "  alluring  the  council,  in  his  Majefty 's  name,,  that 
whatever  had  been  granted  by  his  royal  predecetlbr,  or 
promiied  by  himfelf,  fhould  to  the  utmoft  be  made  good ; 
and  defiring  they  might  have  no  juft  caufe  to  reprefent  to 
his  Majefty  any  thing  which  might  fecm  to  come  fhort  of 
that  juft  duty  and  allegiance  which  might  merit  his  Majes- 
ty's favour."  They  then  acquainted  the  council  with  the 
favourable  reprefentation  they  had  made  to  his  Majefty  of 
the  readinefs  of  the  colony  to  have  affifted  in  the  expedi- 
tion againft  the  Dutch,  if  it  had  been  neceflary.* 

Before  there  was  an  opportunity  lor  an  anfwer,  they  ac- 
quainted the  deputy  governor  and  the  reft  with  two  other 
inftructions ;  one,  "  for  publifhing  the  letters  which  had 
been  fent  to  the  King,  with  the  anfwers  to  them  ;"  the 
other,  "  for  laying  before  the  commiffioners  a  map  or.  plan 
of  the  colony,  that  they  might  hear  and  determine  all 
claims  made  by  fuch  as  bordered  upon  it."  They  alio 
complained  of  flanderous  reports  about  the  country,  that 
they  were  come  to  raife  a  revenue  of  5000 1.  a  year  for  the 
King,  to  lay  izd.  per  acre  annual  rent  on  all  improved 
lands,  &c. 

As  icon-  as.  the  election  was  over,  viz.  on  the  4th  of 
May,  thefe  matters  were  laid  by  the  governor  before  the 
general  court.  The  commiiTioners  were  immediately  de- 
iired  to  communicate  to  the  court  the  whole  which  his 
Majefty  had  given  in  command  to  declare  to  them,  that  fo* 
they  might  have  their  whole  work  before  them  :  but  they 
replied,  that  they  would  not  obferve  that  method,  but 
when  they  had  an  anfwer  to  what  they  had  given  in,  they 
would  then  prefent  them  with  more  work.      The   refuial 

itfelf 


*  Mr.  Smith  in  his  hiftory  of  New- York  fays,  that  Col.  Nicbolls  and  Sir  George 
Carterett  in  iheir  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  complain  much  of  the  backward- 
nefs  of  Mafiachufetts.  Two  hundred  men  it  is  certain  were  raiicd  and  ready  to 
march  with  great  expedition. 
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itfelf  was  not  fo  difpleafing  as   the  terms   and   manner   in 
which  it  was  exprefTed  and  delivered. 

The  5th  the  court  gave  their  anfwer,  in  fubfcance  as 
follows,  referving  liberty  to  enlarge  afterwards  if  there 
fhould  be  caufe,  viz. 

"  That  they  acknowledged  with  all  humble  thanks  his 
Majefty's  grace  and  favour  in  his  letters  and  meffages,  and 
they  would  lay  hold  of  every  opportunity  to  fhew  their 
duty  and  loyalty  to  him. 

"  That  what  relates  to  the  Dutch  being  fully  accom- 
plished, no  further  anfwer  could  be  expected,  only  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  favourable  reprelentation  which  the 
commimoners  had  made  of  the  conduct  of  the  court. 

"  As  to  a  map  of  the  colony,  it  was  preparing,  and  they 
ihould  foon  have  fatisfaction  therein. 

"  That  his  Mijefty's  htters  had  been  laid  before  the 
court,  and  fo  had  the  papers  received  from  the  commii- 
fioners,  and  copies  were  fpread  about  the  country,  and  if 
the  commimoners  defired  any  further  publication  they 
would  endeavour  their  fatisfaction. 

"  That  they  were  willing  to  advife  with  the  commif- 
iioners  upon  the  beft  way  of  putting  a  flop  to  all  falfe  ru- 
mours ;  and  finally,  that  their  confidence  of  his  Majefty's 
grace  and  favour  and  royal  intentions  to  them,  being  fur- 
ther cherifhed  by  the  commimoners,  would  undoubtedly 
ciraw  from  them  more  ample  expreffions  and  demonftrations 
of  duty,  loyalty  and  good  affection  to  his  Mijeiiy,  accord-, 
ing  as  by  their  patent  they  were  bound." 

To  this  anfwer  the  commiffioners  replied, 

That  to  the  preface  "  they  defired  the  court  to  improve 
the  liberty  referred  of  enlarging,  &c." 

To  the  firft  head,  "  that  the  opportunity  they  feemed 
fo  willing  to  lay  hold  of  was  now  brought  to  their  hands." 

To  the  fecond,  "  that  nothing  further  was  neceffary." 

To  the  third,  "  that  many  things  of  great  moment 
could  not  be  iffued  until  a  perfect  map  was  had." 

To  the  fourth,  "  That  they  would  not  aggravate  any 
neglect,  but  they  hoped  the  general  court  by  practical  af- 
(ertions  of  duty  would  give  his  Maiefty  fatisfaction  upon 

Vol.  I.  P 
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the  points  contained  in  the  letter  of  1662,  which  had  fo 
long  flept  in  fome  hands." 

To  the  fifth,  "  they  were  fully  perfuaded  the  printing  the 
remits  and  conclufions  which  mould  be  made  on  his  Ma- 
jefty's part,  and  the  part  of  the  colony,  would  filence  all 
thofe  falfe  and  malicious  reports  which  they  expected 
mould  be  inquired  into." 

To  the  conclufion,  "  that  altho'  their  patent  laid  them 
under  peculiar  obligation,  yet  it  did  not  circumfcribe  all 
that  duty  and  allegiance  which  was  due  to  his  Majefty 
from  natural  born  fubjects,  and  which  they  themfelves  in 
former  papers  had  more  fully  exprefTed." 

The  fame  day  the  commiffioners  communicated  other 
parts  of  their  inftrucVions,  viz. 

"  That  they  fhould  inform  themfelves  of  the  ftate  of  the 
neighbouring  Indian  Princes,  and  inquire  what  treaties  had 
been  made  between  them  and  any  of  the  King's  fubjecls,. 
and  if  there  had  been  any  failure  on  the  part  of  any  of  his 
Majefty's  fubje&s,  the  commiffioners  fhould  take  effectual 
courfe  that  reparation  and  fatisfaction  be  made  for  any  in- 
jury fuftained  thereby,  and  ufe  all  ways  and  means  to  let 
thofe  Princes  and  other  Indians  know  of  his  Majefty's 
charge,  &c." 

The  commiffioners  informed  the  court  of  great  com- 
plaints received  from  the  Narraganfet  Indians,  and  defired 
to  be  adviied  how  they  fhould  attain  a  true  information,, 
that  they  might  do  juftice  and  give  the  King  a  juft  ac- 
count, &c. 

"  That  they  fhould  make  due  inquiry  what  progrefs  had 
been  towards  the  foundation  and  maintenance  of  any  col- 
lege or  fchools  for  the  education  of  youth  and  converfion 
of  infidels,  the  King  having  taken  abundant  fatisfadtion  in 
the  accounts  he  had  received  of  the  defign$  of  the  colony 
herein,  which  he  hoped  would  draw  a  bleffing  upon  all 
their  other  undertakings." 

"  That  they  fhould  not  give  too  eafy  an  ear  to  clam- 
ours or  accufations  againfl  fuch  as  then  were,  or  had  been, 
in  places  of  government,  except  from  men  of  equal  condi- 
tion, and  then  they  fhould  proceed  to  examine  and  deter- 
mine, according  to  the  rules  of  juftice,  without  refpect  of 
perfons  or  opinions."  "  That 
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"  That  they  fhould  not  receive  any  complaints  againft  a 
magiftrate,  except  for  fomething  done  againft  equity  or  a- 
gainft  the  charter,  nor  interrupt  the  courfe  of  juftice  be- 
tween party  and  party,  except  the  proceedings  fhould  be 
expreffly  contrary  to  the  rules  prefcribed  by  the  charter,  or 
the  matter  in  difference  arofe  from  fome  expreffion  or 
claufe  in  fome  grant  under  the  great  feal.  In  thofe  cafes 
to  examine  and  proceed  according  to  juftice." 

Upon  the  fubject  of  this  inftruction  the  commiffioners 
acquainted  the  ctmrt,  "  they  had  received  many  com- 
plaints from  the  Englifh  of  hard  meafure  in  feveral  kinds* 
one  more  efpecially  which  they  offered  to  communicate, 
and  dared  not  refufe  to  examine  it,  but  had  fo  much  ref- 
pec~t  to  thfi  authority  in  the  feveral  colonies  that  they  would 
leave  it  to  the  choice  of  the  court  whether  it  fhould  be 
heard  at  Providence  in  Rhode  Ifland,  or  at  Bofton,  either 
at  that  time,  or  after  the  commiffioners'  return  from  the 
eaftward  where  they  were  going."  This  referred  to  a  crim- 
inal profecution  againft  one  John  Porter,  jun.  to  whom 
they  had  granted  a  warrant  of  protection,  as  it  was  termed. 

"  That  in  due  feafon  they  fhould  inquire  how  far  the 
particulars  required  by  the  King's  letter  of  1662  had  been 
complied  with,"  as, 

ift,  "  That  all  perfons  take  the  oath  of  allegiance." 

2d,  "  That  all  proceis  and  adminiftration  of  juftice  be 
performed  in  our  name." 

3d,  "  That  fuch  as  defire  to  ufe  the  book  of  common 
prayer,  be  permitted  fo  to  do  without  incurring  any  penal- 
ty, reproach,  or  difad vantage,  it  being  very  fcandalous  that 
any  perfons  fhould  be  debarred  the  exercife  of  their  reli- 
gion according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  England,  by 
thofe  who  were  indulged  with  the  liberty  of  being  of  what 
profeffion  or  religion  they  pleafed." 

4th,  "  That  perfons  of  good  and  honeft  converfation 
might  enjoy  the  privilege  of  choofing  and  being  chofe 
into  places  of  government  and  the  like." 

The  commiffioners  defired  they  might  be  enabled  to 
give  the  King  fuch  information  as  fhould  be  fully  fatis- 
faclory. 

The 
P2 
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.The  8th  of  May  they  delivered  three  other  writings  as 
parts  of  their  inftructions,  viz. 

"  That  they  ihould  duly  inquire  whether  any  perfons 
attainted  of  high  treafon  now  refide  there,  or  have  been 
entertained  there,  and  by  whom,  and  what  is  become  of 
them,  and  endeavour  to  caufe  them  to  be  apprehended 
and  fent  to  England." 

"  That  they  mould  take  care  that  fuch  orders  be  eftab- 
Hilled  as  that  the  ad  of  navigation  be  punctually  obferved, 
it  being  of  infinite  concernment,  and  what  the  hearts  of 
the  whole  nation  were  fet  upon,  but  had  been  evaded, 
under  pretence  that  acts  made  in  the  afiembly  there  dur- 
ing the  late  rebellion  were  in  force  notwithstanding  the 
act.  of  parliament  ;  an  afiertion  the  King  would- not  luffer 
to  be  made  ;  but  that  all  fuch  acts  of  aifembly  mould  be 
repealed,  taken  off  the  files,  and  no  more  remain  upon  re- 
cord ;  and  that  they  ihould  caufe  juflice  to  be  done  to 
Thomas  Dean,  who  had  been  denied  it  in  a  proiecution 
upon  the  act.  of  parliament." 

The  commifiioners  defired  a  book  of  the  colony  laws, 
that  they  might  gamine,  &c.  and  that  any  laws  contrary 
to  this  aCi  might  be  declared  null. 

"  That  they  ihould  inform  themfelves  of  the  whole 
frame  and  conftitution  of  government,  civil  and  ecclefiafti- 
cal,  the  yearly  taxes  and  impofitions,  the  ihipping,  the  mi- 
litia, horfe  and  foot,  fortified  towns,  and  forts,  &je." 

They  defired  fome  perfons  might  be  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  information  of  all  thofe  particulars,  to  fatisfy  his 
MajeiVs  dclires. 

Before  the  court  gave  anlwer  to  thefe  papers,  they  fent  a 
mefTage,  May  9th,  to  the  commiflioners,  to  acquaint  them 
that  the  court  apprehended  their  patent  to  be  greatly  in- 
fringed by  the  warrant  granted  to  John  Porter :  upon 
which  the  commiflioners  defired  a  conference  with  a  com- 
mittee, that  the  court  might  have  better  information^ 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  held  the  1  ith. 

The  commifiioners  afierted,  that  they  were  to  be  juftified 
by  their  commiflion  in  what  they  did,  and  that  the  char- 
ter was  not  infringed.  The  committee  urged,  "  that  the 
general  court  had  full  power  and  authority  to  make  laws, 

and 
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and  provide  for  the  execution  of  them  :  they  were  very- 
ready  to  give  an  account  to  his  Majcfty  of  all  their  pro- 
ceedings, vvhenfoever  he  required  it ;  but  it  would  be  an 
inftaperable  burden  if  the  colony  mull:  be  brought  upon  a 
level,  and  ftand  with  every  criminal  upon  whom  fentence 
had  been  paffed,  at  the  bar  of  another  tribunal,  which  their 
charter  knew  nothing  of."  The  commiffioners  being 
afced,  "  Whether  they  propofed  a  jury  mould  pafs  upon 
theie  and  the  like  cafes  ?  they  replied,  no,  theirs  was  a 
commiffion  of  over  and  terminer.  Whether  they  would 
admit  of  new  evidence?  yea."  The  committee  then  fur- 
ther urged,  "  that  they  efteemed  it  their  greateft  unhap- 
pinefs  to  be  held  .to  give  up  their  privileges  by  charter,  and 
the  rights  ol  Englilhmen,  or  dCc  be  accounted  among  fuch 
as  denied  his  Majefty's  authority."  The  commiffioners 
neverthelefs  infifted  upon  their  own  authority,  and  required 
a  fubmifiion  to  it.  The  court  then  proceeded  to  give 
anfwer  to  the  other  inftructions  which  had  been  commu- 
nicated. 

To  that  which  relates  to  the  Indians,  called  the  fifth 
inftruction,  they  fay,  "that  they  have  been  too  long  ac- 
quainted with  the  fa.lfehood  of  the  Narraganfet  and  other 
Indians,  to  wonder  that  they  mould  complain  of  injuries 
when  they  themfelves  were  the  aggreffors ;  that  all  matters 
relating  to  the  Indians  had  been  managed  by  the  conv 
miiiioners  of  the  united  colonies,  and  their  records  might 
be  examined." 

To  the  next  or  fixth  inftruction  :  "  That  there  is  a  fmall 
college  at  Cambridge,  from  which,  they  might  fay  without 
boafting,  more  than  an  hundred  able  preachers,  phyficians, 
and  other  ufeful  perfons,  had  ifTued  ;  for  the  particulars 
of  the  foundation  and  benefactions  they  referred  to  the 
prefident  and  fellows  ;  that  the"  country  was  well  provided 
with  fehbols  ;  that  there  was  alfo  at  Cambridge  a  fmalj 
fabric  of  brick  for  the  ufe  of  the  Indians,  built  by  the 
corporation  in  England,  in  which  there  were  then  eight 
Indian  fcholars,  one  of  which  had  been  admitted  into 
college  ;  that  there  were  fix  towns  of  Indians  in  the  juris- 
diction, profeffing  the  chriftian  religion  ;  that  they  had 
fchools  to  teach  the  youth  to  read  and  write,  and  perfons 

appointed 
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appointed  to  inftruct  them  in  civility  and  religion,  Who 
had  orders  to  wait  upon  the  commffioners  and  fhew  them 
the  towns  and  manner  of  life  of  the  Indians,  if  it  fhould 
be  defired." 

To  the  propofition  upon  the  7th  and  Sth  inftruct.  ions, 
by  which  an  offer  is  made  of  the  choice  of  a  place  for 
hearing  and  determining  complaints,  they  fay,  "  that  hear- 
ing and  determining  appeals  from  their  judgments  is  in- 
confiftent  with  their  charter ;  neverthelefs,  as  they  defired 
to  be  doers  of  truth  and  rigliteoufnefs,  and  not  to  fhun 
the  light,  if  the  commiflioners  would  be  pleafed  to  impart 
the  complaints  that  had  been  brought  againft  the  govern- 
ment, they  hoped  to  be  able  to  give  fuch  anfwer  as  mould 
fatisfy  his  Majefty  that  their  actions  had  been  confonant  to 
reafon  and  equity,  and  not  fuch  as  evil-minded  men  had 
reprefented  them." 

To  the  ninth,  touching  his  Majefty's  letter  of  June, 
1662,  they  fay,  "  that  they  had  endeavoured  formerly  to 
fatisfy  his  Majefty's  expectations,  &c.  and  now  further  fay, 
touching  the  oath  of  allegiance,  that  in  Auguft  laft  the 
court  by  a  public  declaration  expreffed  their  refolution, 
God  aflifting,  to  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  his 
Majefty,  and  to  adhere  to  their  patent,  the  duties  and  priv- 
ileges thereof  j  that  many  now  in  authority,  and  alfo  many 
of  the  common  people,  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
before  they  left  their  native  country  ;  and  they  had  order- 
ed that  the  oath,  in  the  form  prefcribed  by  the  colony  law, 
mould  be  taken  by  all  freemen  and  all  other  houfholders."* 

"  And  touching  civil  liberties,  they  obferved  the  quali- 
fications mentioned  in  his  Majefty's  letter,-f  orderly  evi- 
denced to  them,];  as  appeared  by  their  late  law  and  prac- 
tice thereupon." 

"  And  as  to  ecclefiaftical  privileges,  they  had  commended 
to  the  miniftry  and  people  here  the  word  of  the  Lord  for 
their  rule."  To 

*  The  oath  was  in  this  form  : — «<  Whereas  I,  A.  B.  am  an  inhabitant  within 
this  jurifdiclion,  confidering  how  I  ftand  obliged  to  the  King's  Majefty,  his  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  by  our  charter  and  the  government  eftablifbed  thereby,  do  i'wear 
accordingly,  by  the  great  and  dreadful  name  of  the  ever- living  God,  that  I  will 
bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  to  our  fovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and 
fucceiTorb.         So  help  me  God." 

+  Orthodox  in  religion,  and  not  vicious  in  their  lives. 
$  By  certificate  from  the  minifter. 
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To  the  next  or  tenth  inftrudion  :  ■"  That  they  knew 
of  no  perlbns  attainted  of  high  tfeafon  who  had  arrived 
here,  except  Mr,  Whaley  and  Mr.  Goffc,  and  they  before 
the  ad  of  parliament,  and  they  departed  this  jurifdidion 
the  February  following  ;  and  a  proclamation  againft  them 
coming  foon  after  by  way  of  Barbados,  the  court  fent  two 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Kellond  and  Mr.  Kirke,  after  them  to 
Connecticut  and  New-Haven  to  apprehend  them." 

To  the  eleventh  inftrudion  they  fay,  "  The  ad  for 
trade  had  been  for  fome  years  obferved  here  ;  that  they 
had  been  mifreprefented  to  his  Majefty,  the  ad  not  having 
in  any  inftances  that  they  knew  of  been  greatly  violated, 
and  fuch  laws  as  appeared  to  be  againft  it  were  repealed, 
and  that  juftice  had  been  done  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas 
Dean,  as  they  would  find  upon  inquiry." 

To  the  twelfth  :  "  For  the  form  of  their  conflitution 
they  refer  to  their  patent.  The  annual  ordinary  charges  of 
government  were  about  iacol.  For  their  ecclefiaftical 
conflitution,  they  had  none  impofed  by  civil  authority  ; 
all  that  was  enjoined  by  that,,  was  attendance  on  public 
worth ip  on  Lord's  days  and  other  occafional  days.  The 
people  who  maintained,  alio  chofe  their  minifters,  whofe 
adminiflrations  were  known,  and  they  hoped  conlbnant  to 
the  word  of  God  ;  and  if  any  deviated,  in  fuch  cafe  they 
made  ufe  oi  a  fynod  and  the  civil  authority.  The  militia 
confifled  of  about  four  thoufand  foot  and  four  hundred 
horfe ;  more  might  be  in  the  lifts,  but  aged  and  infirm 
were  excufed.  They  had  a  fort  or  keep  at  the  entrance  of 
Bofton  harbour,  with  five  or  fix  guns,  two  batteries  in  the 
harbour,  and  one  at  Charleftown.  The  number  of  their 
mips  and  vefTels  as  follows,  about  eighty  from  20  to  40 
tons,  about  forty  from  40  to  100  tons,  and  about  a  dozen 
ihips  above  100  tons." 

Thefe  papers  were  delivered  to  the  commiffioners  on 
the  1 6th  of  May,  and  on  the  18th  they  made  their  reply. 

"  They  were  forry  to  find  by  the  court's  anfwer  to  the 
7th  and  8th  inftrudion,  that  they  put  more  value  upon 
their  own  conceptions,  than  the  wifdom  of  the  King,  in 
interpreting  the  charter.  The  commiffioners  would  reduce 
all  the  difcourfes  upon  this  head  to  one  queilion  :  Do  you 

acknowledge 
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acknowledge  his  Majefty's  commifllon,  wherein  we  arc 
nominated  commifiioners,  to  be  ot  full  force  to  all  the 
]3urpqfes  therein  contained  ?" 

To  their  anfwer  to  the  9th  inftruction  the  commffioners 
reply,  "  That  the  court  had  been  To  far  from  endeavouring 
to  give  his  Majefty  fatisfaction,  by  obferving  what  he  re- 
quired, that  they  had  even  complained  of  his  Majefty  for 
enjoining  them,  and  for  the  commiftion  given  to  inquire 
whether  they  had  obferved  them  or  not ;  that  they  pro- 
feffed  highly  to  prize  the  King's,  favour,  and  yet  in  the 
fame  paper  refufe  to  do  what  the  King  required,  viz.  that 
all  who  came  into  the  colony  fhouid  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  making  provifoes  not  exprefled  in  their  charter, 
and  fo  curtailing  the  oath.  That  the  end  of  the  firfl 
planters'  coming  over,  as  the  court  exprefled  in  their  ad- 
drefs,  1660,  was  liberty  of  confeience,  and  yet  it  was  de- 
nied to  thofe  for  whom  the  King  required  it.  That  they 
had  tentcred  the  King's  qualifications  for  freemen,  by  fuf- 
ferib£  none  to  be  made  fuch  who  were  not  church  mem- 
bcrs,  unlefs  they  paid  ten  fhiihngs  to  a  fingle  rate,  which 
not  one  church  member  in  a  hundred  did  pay  ;  and  al- 
though they  commend  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  the  min- 
iftry  and  people  for  their  rule,  vet  it  was  with  a  provifo 
that  they  have  the  approbation  of  the  court.  The  com- 
mifiioners luppofed  the  King  and  his  council  and  the 
church  of  England  underftood  the  word  of  God  as  well  as 
the  Mafiachuietts  corporation.  They  feared  thefe  an{wers 
would  highly  offend  the  King,  and  advifed  to  an  ingenu- 
ous and  free  confent  to  what  he  defired." 

On  the  19th  of  May  the  court  by  a  meffage  to  the  com- 
mifiioners defired  to  b#:  excufed  from  a  direct  anfwer  to  the 
queftion,  "  whether  they  acknowledged  his  Majefty's  com- 
mifilon,"  &c.  and  chofe  rather  to  plead  his  Majefty's  char- 
ter, and  his  fpecial  charge  to  the  commifiioners  not  to  dis- 
turb them  in  the  enjoyment  of  it :  they  were  ready  to  give 
fuch  an  account  of  their  proceedings  as  that  the  com  mi  f- 
fioners  might  be  able  to  reprcfent  their  perfons  and  actions 
to  his  Majefty. 

The  commimenen?,  by  a  meffage  op  the  20th,  infifted 
on  a  direct  anfwer  to  their  queftion ;  and  on  the  2id  the 

court 


1665]  MASSACHUSETTS.  '225 

court  declared,  that  it  was  enough  for  them  to  give  their 
fenfc  of  the  powers  granted  to  them  by  charter,  and  that 
it  was  beyond  their  line  to  determine  the  power,  intent  or 
purpofe  of  his  Majefty's  commiflion. 

On  the  23d  the  commifTioners  informed  the  court,  that 
fmce  they  had  been  pleated  to  fend  them  a  more  dubious 
anfwer  than  the  former,  that  they  might  difcharge  their 
duty  to  his  Majefly,  they  intended  to  fit  to-morrow  mor- 
ning, at  the  houfe  of  Capt.  Thomas  Breading,  as  his  Maj- 
efty's  commiffioners,  to  hear  and  determine  the  caufe  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Dean  and  others,  againfl  the  governor  and 
company  and  Jofnua  Scottow  merchant,  defendants ;  and 
that  they  thought  proper  to  give  this  notice,  and  expected 
that  they  would  appear  by  their  attorney  to  anfwer  to  the 
complaint.  They  lent  at  the  fame  time  a  fummons  to 
Jofhua  Scottow.  The  court  thereupon  drew  up  a  declar- 
ation, which  they  fent  to  the  commiffioners  ;  but  they  not 
receding  from  their  purpofe,  when  the  time  appointed  for 
their  meeting  was  come,  the  court  ordered  the  declaration 
to  be  publifhed  by  found  ot  trumpet,  in  the  following 
words  : 

**  Whereas  \n  the  debate  and  conference  had  between 
this  court  and  Col.  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert  Carr, 
knight,  George  Cartwright  and  Samuel  Maverick  efguires, 
his  Majefty's  honourable  commifiioners,  we  have  pleaded 
only  the  maintenance  of  his  Majefty's  authority  in  the 
government  of  the  people  of  this  colony  according  to  the 
rules  and  prefcriptions  of  his  charter  under  the  great  feal 
of  England,  the  full  and  peaceable  enjoyment  whereof  his 
Majefty  hath  given  good  aflu ranee  of  toall  his  loyal  fub- 
jects  of  this  place,  giving  fp'ecial  charge  to  the  above- 
named  gentlemen  not  to  diiturb  us  therein  ;  yet  accounting 
it  our  duty  to  God  and  his  Majefty,  by  all  lawful  ways 
and  means,  to  give  full  fatisfaction  unto  his  Majeftv  touch- 
ing all  fuch  caies  and  complaints  againfl  us  as  in  his  wif- 
doin  and  prudence  he  (hall  fee  reafon  to  take  cognizance 
of;  we  .have  fundry  times  in  our  conferences  both  by  word 
and  writing  tendered  unto  the  abovefiid  gentlemen  our 
readinefs  to  prefent  unto  them  a  full  and  clear  account  of 
the  grounds  of  our  proceedings  in  any   cafe,   matter  or 

complaint 
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complaint  that  themfelves  fhall  fee  meet  to  inquire  into, 
whereby  they  may  be  enabled  to  reprefent  the  matter 
truly  to  his  Majefty,  his  Majefty's  letters  to  this  colony  of 
April  23d,  1664,  exprefily  declaring  this  to  be  his  principal 
end  in  fending  hither  the  abovefaid  gentlemen  in  fuch  a 
capacity,  and  that  for  fuch  pious  and  good  intentions  as  is 
therein  more  particularly  declared,  and  not  in  the  leaft  to 
infringe  our  charter  or  any  the  privileges  thereof. 

"  All  this  notwithstanding,  the  abovefaid  gentlemen  not 
refting  fatisfied  with  thefe  our  tenders  and  propofals 
made  unto  them  (wherein  we  have  endeavoured  to  anfwer 
his  Majefty's  juft  expectation)  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
charge  of  his  Majefty  unto  them,  they  have  by  warrant 
under  three  of  their  bands  given  protection  to  John  Por- 
ter, jun*  an  high  offender  agamic  God,  his  Majefty's  au- 
thority, laws,  and  the  peace  of  his  good  Subjects  here  (who 
breaking  prifon  made  his  efcape  out  of  the  hands  of  juftice) 
and  that  before  any  Signification  to  the  government  of  this 
place  of  any  complaint  made  againft  them,  their  fentencc, 
or  proceedings  againft:  the  laid  Porter,  and  requiring  all 
officers,  as  well  military  as  civil,  to  be  obfervant  to  them 
therein.  And  although  this  court  have  exprefled  their 
fenfe  of  this  act,  in  conjunction  with  fome  other  of  their 
propofals,  to  be  an  infringement  of  our  privileges  granted 
us  by  his  Majefty's  royal  charter,  yet  they  have  not 
withdrawn  their  protection  of  the  faid  Porter,  but  have 
proceeded  to  fummon,  as  well  the  governor  and  company 
of  this  his  Majefty's  colony,  as  alio  particular  perfons,  to 
appear  before  them,  to  anfwer  to  the  complaint  of  Thorn*- 
as  Dean  and  others  for  injuftice  done  unto  them.  The 
fubmiffion  unto  which  proceedings  of  theirs  being,  as  we 
apprehend,  inconfiftent  with  the  maintenance  of  the  laws 
and  authority  here,  fo  long  enjoyed  and  orderly  eftabliilied 
under  the  warrant  of  his  Majefty's  royal  charter,  the  up- 
holding whereof  being  abfolutely  neceSTary  for  the  peace 

and  well-being  of  his  Majefty's  good   Subjects    here ■ 

This  court  doth,  therefore,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  and  by 
his  authority  to  us  committed  by  his  royal  charter,  declare 
to  all  the  people  of  this  colony,  that  in  obfervance  of  their 
duty  to  God  and  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  the  truft  commit- 
ted 
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ted  unto  us  by  his  Majefty's  good  fubjecls  in  this  colony, 
we  cannot  content  unto,  or  give  our  approbation  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  abovefaid  gentlemen,  neither  can  it 
confift  with  our  allegiance  that  we  owe  to  his  Majefty  to 
countenance  any  who  fhall  in  fo  high  a  manner  go  acrofs 
to  his  Majefty's  direct  charge,  or  (hall  be  their  abettors  or 
confentors  thereunto.  God  fave  the  King. 

By  the  court,  Edward  Rawfon,  fecr'y." 

After  the  pubiifhing   of  this  declaration  the  commif- 
iioners  fent  the  following  writing  to  the  court. 

"  Gentlemen, 
"  We  thought  when  we  received  our  commiflion  and 
inftructions  that  the  King  and  his  council  knew  what  was 
granted  to  you  in  your  charter,  and  what  right  his  Majefty 
had  to  give  us  fuch  commiflion  and  commands.  And  we 
thought  the  King,  his  Chancellor,*  and  his  Secretary,  had 
fufficiently  convinced  you  that  this  commiflion  did  not  in- 
fringe your  charter.  But  fince  you  will  needs  milconftrue 
all  thefe  letters  and  endeavours,  and  that  you  will  make 
ufe  of  that  authority  which  he  hath  given  you  to  oppofe 
that  fovereignty  which  he  hath  over  you,  we  fhall  not  loie 
more  of  our  labours  upon  you,  but  refer  it  to  his  Majefty's 
wifdom,  who  is  of  power  enough  to  make  himfelf  to  be 
obeyed  in  all  his  dominions ;  and  do  aflure  you,  that  we 
(hall  not  reprefent  your  denying  his' commiflion  in  any 
other  words  than  yourfelves  have  exprefled  it  in  your  fev- 
eral  papers  under  your  fecretary's  hands.  But  for  the  bet- 
ter manifeftation  of  the  tranfactions  between  us,  and  for 
the  fatisfaclion  of  all  concerned  in  thefe  parts,  we  defire 
that  you  will  caufe  his  Majefty's  commiflion  to  us,  his 
Majefty's  letters  of  June  2Sth,  1662,  of  April  23d,  1664, 
of  February  25th,  1664,  by  Mr.  Secretary  Morrice,  and 
all  thofe  papers  we  have  given  into  the  court,  and  yours 
alfb,  may  be  printed  and  publifhed. 

,  T  ,,  Richard  Nichols,  Robert  Carr, 

May  24,  1005.         GeQ  Cartwright)   Sarh;  Maverick. 

To  the  general  court  of  his  Majefty's 
colony  of  the  Maflachufetts. " 

The 

*  This  tefers  to  the  chaHcelloi's  letter.. 
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The  commifiloners  at  the  fame  time  laid  before  the 
court  propofals  for  amendments  or  alterations  of  the  laws, 
to  "the  number  of  twenty- llx. 

The  court  the  fame  day  acquainted  the  commifiloners, 
that  they  ihould  be  ready,  by  writing  or  conference,  when- 
ever the  commifiloners  pleafed,  to  lay  before  them  the 
grounds  and  reafons  of  their  claim  and  exercife  of  jurii- 
di&ion  in  the  caftern  country,  that  fo  his  Majefty  might 
be  fatisfied  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  controversy  ;  and  that 
as  his  Majefty  had  directed  his  commifiloners  to  examine 
into  the  proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas  Dean,  and 
caufe  juftice  to  be  done,  the  court  had  fummbned  the  faid 
Dean  before  them,  at  nine  of  the  clock  the  next  day,  to 
make  out  the  truth  of  his  complaint  to  his  Majefty  ;  and 
the  commifiloners  were  defired  to  be  prefent,  that  they 
might  underftand  the  grounds  of  the  faid  complaint,  and 
that  juftice  may  be  done. 

The  commifiloners  replied,  the  26th,  that  they  could 
not  have  imagined  that  the  court,  after  interruption  of  the 
authority  committed  by  his  Majefty  to  the  commifiloners, 
would  have  afiumcd  to  themfelves  the  hearing  of  the  fame 
cafe,  wherein  the  governor  and  company  are  impleaded,  it 
being  unheard  of,  and  contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  chriften- 
dom,  that  the  fame  perfons  fliould  be  judges  and  parties  ; 
and  declared  it  contrary  to  his  Majefty's  will  and  pleafure, 
that  the  caufe  lliould  be  examined  by  any  other  perfons. 
than  themfelves. 

The  commifiloners  broke  off  from  any  further  confer- 
ence ;  and  all,  except  Colonel  Nichols,  went  to  New- 
Kampfhire  and  the  province  of  Main,  where  they  appoint- 
ed juffices  of  the  peace,  and  exercifed  divers  acts  of  gov- 
ernment, and  then  returned  to  Bofton.  The  court  de- 
clared that  their  proceedings  at  the  eaftward  tended  to  the 
difturbaiice  of  the  public  peace,  and  defired  a  conference 
with  them  concerning  their  doings  there,  but  received  fuch 
an  anfwer  from  Sir  Robert  Carr  as  determined  them  to 
put  a  flop  to  ail  further  treaty.  He  told  them,  amongft 
other  things,  that  the  King's  pardon  to  them  for  all  their 
deeds  during  the  late  rebellion  was  conditional,  and  de- 
pended upon  their  future  good  behaviour  ;  and  threatened 

the 
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the  leaders  or  contrivers  of  their  meafures  with  thepunifh- 
ment  which  fo  many  concerned  in  the  rebellion  had  met  with 
in  England.  They  had  no  better  fuccefs  at  Connecticut  than 
in  the  MailicLufetts  colony.  At  Plymouth  and  Rhodes 
Iiland  they  met  with  lefs  oppofition.  They  fat  as  a  court  at 
Providence  and  Warwick,  in  the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
and  fpent  divers  months  in  the  colony*  examining  into 
purchafes  and  titles,  of  lands  from  the  Indians,  hearing  the 
complaints  of  Gorton  and  his  company  againft  MaiTachu- 
fetts,  inquiring  into  the  proceedings  of  the  executive  pow- 
ers of  that  colony,  and  receiving  all  complaints  which  dis- 
contented perfons  were  ready  to  offer. 

Col.  Nichols,  by  his  difcreet  behaviour,  gained  the  ef-r 
teem  of  the  people  ;  and  afterwards,  whilit  he  was  gover- 
nor of  New- York,  kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence  with 
the  governor  and  company  of  Maflkchufetts,  Carr  and 
Cartwrjght  were  men  very  unlit  for  fuch  a  rruft,  and  by 
their  violent  proceedings  rendered  themfelves  odious.  Ma- 
verick feems  to  have  been  appointed  only  to  increafe  the 
number,  and  to  be  lubfervient  to  the  others.  He  had 
lived  in  the  colony  from  its  beginning.  He  was  always 
in  oppofition  to  the  authority.  Upon  the  reftoration  he 
went  home  to  complain  to  the  King,  was  two  or  three 
years  foliating  that  commiiiioners  might  be  appointed  ;  at 
length  the  meafures  againft  the  Dutch  at  New- York  being 
agreed  upon,  the  conduct  of  that  affair,  and  this  extraor- 
dinary power,  were  committed  to  the  fame  perfons.  He 
was  in  the  colony  again  in  1667,  with  a  meffage  from  Col. 
Nichols,  which  is  the  laft  account  given  of  him.  Sir 
Robert  Carr  went  flrft  to  Delaware,  and  foon  after  home 
to  England,  and  died  at  Brifhol  June  ift,  1667,  the  day 
after  he  landed.*  Cartwright  in  his  paffage  was  taken  by 
the  Dutch,  flopped,  and  very  ill  ufed.  He  had  taken  the 
minutes  of  all  their  proceedings,  and  went  home  the  mod 
enraged  ;  but  the  enemy  took  all  his  papers  from  him,  and 
he  never  could  recover  them.  The  principal  perfons  in  the 
colony  were  afraid  of  further  proceedings.  Capt.  Gookins, 
one  of  the  affiftants,  writes  to  his  friend,  in  1666,  "In 
all   probability  a   new   cloud    is   gathering,   and   a   new 

ilarrn 

*  Morton's  Memorial. 
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ftorm  preparing  for  us,  which  we  expect  every  day." 
The  government  of  the  colony  I  imagine  will  not  be 
thought  culpable  for  refufing  entirely  to  fubmit  to  the  ab- 
iblute  authority  of  the  commiffioners,  which  muit  have  fu- 
perleded  their  charter  ;  and  if  this  authority  had  been  once 
admitted,  they  would  have  found  it  very  difficult  ever  after 
to  have  ejected  it.  Some  part  of  their  conduct  may  appear 
extraordinary  ;  particularly  their  refufing  to  make  the  oath 
of  allegiance  neceffary,  unlets  with  reftrictions  and  limita- 
tions, and  to  caufe  all  proceedings  at  law  to  be  more  ex- 
preffly  in  his  Majefty's  name  and  by  his  authority. 
From  fome  original  manufcripts,  which  difcover  the  fen- 
timents  of  fome  perfons  of  influence  amongft  them  upon 
the  nature  of  civil  fubjection,  their  conduct  in  this 
and  fome  former  inftances  may  be  pretty  well  accounted 
for. 

They  diftinguifhed  civil  fubjection  into  neceffary  and 
voluntary.  From  actual  refidence  within  any  government 
neceffarily  arofe  fubjection,  or  an  obligation  to  fubmit  to 
the  laws  and  authority  thereof.  But  birth  was  no  neceffary 
caufe  of  fubjection.  The  fubjects  of  any  prince  or  flate 
had  a  natural  right  to  remove  to  any  other  (late,  or  to  an- 
other quarter  of  the  world,  unlefs  the  ftate  was  weakened 
and  expofed  by  fuch  remove  ;  and  even  in  that  cafe,  if 
they  were  deprived  of  the  right  of  all  mankind,  liberty  of 
conicience,  it  would  juflify  a  feparation ;  and  upon  their 
removal,  their  fubjection  determined  and  ceafed.  The 
country  to  which  they  themfelves  had  removed  was  claimed 
and  poffeffed  by  independent  princes,  whofe  right  to  the* 
lordfhip  and  fovereignty  thereof  had  been  acknowledged  by 
the  Kings  of  England.*  They  therefore  looked  upon 
themfelves  obliged,  and  accordingly,  as  appeared  by  their 
records,  actually  had  purchafed,  -f  for  valuable  confedera- 
tions, not  only  the  foil,   but  the  dominion,    the   lordfhip 

and 

*  Bartholomew  Sharp  the  huccaneer  was  tried  in  England  for  robbery  and  pi- 
racy upon  the  Spaniards  in  South-America,  and  acquitted  becaufe  he  had  a  com- 
miflion  from  the  hidian  Princes  of  Datien.         Del.  of  Scot's  Settlement. 

+  Mr.  Jofias  Winflow  the  governor  of  Plymouth  in  a  letter  dated  May  lft  1676 
fays  "I  think  I  can  truly  fay  that  before  thefe  preient  troubles  broke  out,  the  En- 
^lith  did  not  poffefs  one  foot  of  land  in  this  colony,  but  what  was  fairly  obtain- 
ed by  honeft  purchaie  of  the  Indian  proprietors." 
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and  fovereignty  of  thofe  princes  j  and  without  fuch  pur- 
chafe,  in  the  fight  of  God  and  men,  they  had  no  right  or 
title  to  what  they  pofiefled.  The  King  indeed,  in  imita- 
tion of  other  Princes  of  Europe  who  laid  claim  to  coun- 
tries merely  from  the  dilcovery  of  them,  had  granted  this 
country  to  certain  of  his  fubjects  j  and  the  firft  planters 
thought  it  proper  to  purchafe  the  title  of  fuch  grantees,  to 
prevent  moleftation  from  them  or  from  other  ftates ;  and 
they  had  alfo  received  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  the 
King,  containing  a  mutual  compact,  from  whence  arofe  a 
new  kind  of  iubjection,  to  which  they  were  held,  and  from, 
which  they  would  never  depart. 

This  was  what  they  called  voluntary  civil  fubjection, 
arifing  merely  from  compact ;  and  from  thence  it  followed, 
that  whatfoever  could  be  brought  into  queftion  relative  to 
their  fubjection  mud  be  determined  by  their  charter.  The 
compact  between  the  King  and  the  city  of  London,  as  con-> 
tained  in  its  charter,  was  not  the  conftituting  caufe  of  fub- 
jection in  the  inhabitants  there,  becaufe  they  were  refident, 
and  from  thence  neceffary  fubjection  remained  ;  but  when 
refidence,  the  fole  grounds  of  this  neceflary  fubjection, 
ceafes,  then  it  becomes  voluntary,  and  depends  upon  com- 
pact alone.  By  this  compact  they  acknowledged  they 
were  fo  bound,  that  they  were  not  at  liberty  to  fubject 
themfelves  to,  or  tofeek  protection  from,  any  other  prince  ; 
they  were  to  pay  a  fifth  part  of  all  iilver  and  gold  mines  ; 
they  were  to  make  no  laws  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, &c.  :  but  on  the  other  hand  they  were  to  be  gov- 
erned by  laws  made  by  themfelves,  and  by  officers  elected 
by '  themfelves,  &c.  But  hozvever  pleafing  t kefs  principles 
were  in /peculation,  ox  whatever  foundation  thev  may  have  in 
-.attire,  yet  they  could  not  continue  to  pratlife  upon  them,  nor 
would  they  bear  the  tejl  when  adopted  by  Englijh  fubjecls.  In 
*  fhort  time,  as  we  ihall  fee  hereafter,  they  wrere  content 
fully  to  comply  with  the  oath  of  allegiance  without  quali- 
fying it,  and  to  give  up  other  points  which  they  had  before 
infifted  upon ;  and  their  pojlerity,  who  claim  by  birthright 
as  well  as  charter  the  peculiar  privileges  of  Englifhmen, 
and  who  enjoy  the  protection,  are  very  fenjible  that  they 
likewife  owe  the  allegiance  of  Englijh  fubjects,  which  by  a  gen- 
eral 
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eral  ride  of  lazv  is  not  conjidered  as  local,  but  perpetual  and 
unalienable  .* 

The  King's  letter  to  New-Plymouth,  dated  April  10, 
j 666,  highly  approving  their  behaviour,  may  be  feen  in 
the  appendix.  Mr.  Maverick,  who  had  been  one  of  the. 
commifiioners,  delivered  to  the  governor  a  writing  of  the 
fame  date,  faid  to  be  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Maflachufetts 
from  the  King  ;-f  wherein  he  requires  five  perfons  to  be 
fent  to  England  to  anfwer  for  the  conduct  of  the  colony, 
and  that  Mr.  Beliingham  and  Mr.  Hawthorne  be  two  of 
the  number.  A  fpecial  court  was  called  by  the  governor, 
Sept..  i  ith,  to  conlidcr  of  this  letter  ;  and  thofe  of  the  el- 
ders who  were  in  town  were  defircd  to  be  prefent  to  give 
their  advice.  A  letter  was  agreed  upon  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Morrice,  wherein  the  court  feem  willing  to  doubt  of  the 
genuinenefs  of  the  King's  letter,  and  excufe  themfelves 
from  fending  any  perfons  over,  fuppoiing  the  ableft  among 
them  could  not  declare  their  caule  more  fully  than  it  had 
been  already  done.]; 

I  will  finiili  what  relates  to  thefe  commifiioners  with  a 
fhort  account  of  a  profecution  commenced  by  one  ot  them 
againft  Arthur  Maion,  a  conftable. 

The  commifiioners  with  other  gentlemen  meeting  fome- 
times  at  a  public  houie  called  the  Ship  tavern, ||  the  confla- 
ble  expected  to  find  them  there  upon  a  Saturday  evening, 
which  would  have  been  a   breach  of  law  ;    but  before  lie 

came, 

*  July  i j,  1665,  Capt.  Richard  Davenport,  commander  of  the  caftle,  being; 
fatigued  with  labour,  laid  down  upon  his  bed  to  reft,  and  was  ftruck  dead  with 
lightning.  Three  or  four  of  the  people  were  hurt,  a  dog  was  killed  at  the  gate. 
There  was  only  a  wainfcot  partition  between  the  room  where  the  captain  was 
killed  and  the  magazine  of  powder.         Hubbard. 

+  Maverick  delivered  it  to  the  governor  when  he  was  fitting  in  a  court  of  af- 
fiftants  for  the  trial  of  .caufes,  affirming  it  came  under  cover  with  a  letter  from 
the  King  to  Sir  Robert  Can  and  the  reit  of  the  Commiifioners.      Sup.  Court  Ree. 

%  Several  perfons  of  Bolton,  with  John  Appleton  of  Ipfvvich,  petitioned  the 
general  court,  praying  them  to  comply  with  the  King's  order,  but  they  were  cen- 
i'ured  for  intermedling  ;  and  fome  of  the  elders  inclined  that  the  two  magiftrates 
fhould  be  fent,  and  thought  they  ought  to  obey  for  conf'cience  fake  ;  but  Mr- 
Mitchel  oppoled  it,  urging,  that  if  two  might  be  lent  for,  ten  might ;  that  the  civ- 
il magiftrate  was  the  minifter  of  God  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and  fo  far  as  his; 
commands  tended  to  their  good,  the)  ought  to  obey  ;  but  none  would  fay  it  was 
for  the  good  of  the  colony  to  fend   avuj  their  luters.  Mr.  Cobbett's  letter  Sf 

MS  taper. 

|!  The  oppofite  corner  to  what  Is  caifrd  Clarke's  fhipyarcl  at  the  north  part  of 
the  town. 
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came,  they  had  adjourned  to  Mr.  Kellond's,  a  merch- 
ant, who  lived  pppofite  to  the  tavern.  Another  conftable, 
who  had  been  at  the  tavern  before,  had  been  beaten  by 
them.  Mafon,  who  had  more  courage  and  zeal,  went  into 
the  company  with  his  ftafF,  and  told  them  he  was  glad  to 
fee  them  there,  for  if  he  had  found  them  on  the  other  fide 
the  ftreet  he  would  have  carried  them  all  away  ;  and  added, 
that  he  wondered  they  mould  be  fo  uncivil  as  to  beat  a 
conftable,  and  abufe  authority.  Sir  Robert  Carr  faid,  it 
was  he  that  beat  him,  and  that  he  would  do  it  again.  Ma- 
fon replied,  that  he  thought  his  Majefty's  comrniflioners 
would  not  have  beaten  his  Majefty's  officers,  and  that  it 
was  well  for  them  that  he  was  not  the  conftable  who  found 
them  there,  for  he  would  have  carried  them  before  authority. 
Sir  Robert  afked,  if  he  dare  meddle  with  the  King's  com- 
rniflioners ?  Yes,  fays  Mafon,  and  if  the  King  himfelf  had 
been  there  1  would  have  carried  him  away.  Upon  which, 
Maverick  cried  out,  Treafon !  Mafon,  thou  malt  be 
hanged  within  a  twelvemonth  !  Sir  Robert  Carr  fpake  to 
Sir  Thomas  Temple  and  tome  others  of  the  company,  to 
take  notice  of  what  palled  ;  and  the  next  day  Maverick 
fent  a  note  to  Mr.  Bellingham,  the  governor,  charging 
Mafon  with  high  treafon  for  the  words  fpoken,  and  re- 
quiring the  governor  to  fecure  him.  The  governor  ap- 
pointed a  time  for  Maverick  to  come  to  his  houfe,  and  to 
oblige  himfelf  to  profecute  the  conftable  at  the  next  court 
of  afliftants  ;  but  Maverick,  inftcad  of  appearing,  thought 
proper  only  to  fend  another  note,  promifing^  to  appear 
againft  the  conftable,  and  charge  him  home,  and  therefore 
required  his  peribn  ihould  be  fecured.  The  governor 
thought  it  advifable  to  caufe  Mafon  to  recognize,  as  prin- 
cipal, in  five  hundred  pounds,  with  two  fufficient  fureties 
in  two  hundred  and  fifty  each,  for  his  appearance  §  but  the 
day  before  the  court  Maverick  fent  another  note  to  the 
governor,  defiling  to  withdraw  his  charge,  being  "  fatisfied 
that  although  the  words  were  rath  and  inconfiderate,  yet 
there  was  no  premeditated  defign  in  Mafon  to  offer  any  in- 
jury to  the  King  or  his  government."  The  governor  re- 
turned for  anfwer,  "  the  affair  was  of  too  high  a  nature 
for  him  to  interpofe  in,  Mafon  being  bound  over  to  anf- 
Vol.  I.  CL  wer." 
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wer."  Upon  his  appearance  a  bill  was  laid  before  the 
grand  jury,  wherein  he  was  charged  with  malicioufly  and 
treafonably  uttering  the  treaibnable  words  mentioned.  Ac- 
cording to  liberty  taken  by  grand  juries  at  that  day,  they 
only  found  "  that  the  words  charged  were  fpoken  ;"  and 
Malon  being  brought  upon  trial,  and  the  words  fully 
proved,  the  court  of  afhitants  fufpended  judgment,  and 
referred  the  caufe  to  the  next  general  court,  where  it  was 
reioived,  that  although  the  words  were  rafh,  iniolent,  and 
highly  offenfive,  yet,  as  his  accufers  and  witneiTes  all 
cleared  him  from  any  overt  aft,  or  evil  intended  againft 
the  King,  the  court  did  not  fee  caufe  to  adjudge  him  a 
capital  offender,  but  kntenced  him  to  be  admoniihed  in 
ioJemn  manner  by  the  governor.*  However  trivial  this 
anecdote  may  appear,  yet  there  are  circumftances  which 
throw  fome  light  upon  the  character  of  the  commifhoners, 
.as  well  as  that  of  the  governor,  and  the  judiciary  and  min- 
ifterial  powers  of  the  government  at  that  time. 

The  commifhoners  had  prevailed  on  fome  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  towns  in  New-Hampfhire  -f*  to  fign  a  petition 
and  complaint  to  his  Majefty  of  the  wrongs  they  had  iuf- 
tained  from  Maiiachuletts,  "  who  had  uiurped  the  gov- 
ernment over  them  j"  but  the  inhabitants  of  Dover  in 
town  meeeting,  and  Portimouth  and  Exeter  by  writings 
under  the  hands  of  the  town  officers,  declared  their  diflent, 
and  all  the  towns  defircd  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the 
JVIairachuferts  colony,  as  they  had  been  for  many  years 
before.'];  Three  peribns  (|  were  alio  appointed  to  repair 
to  the  province  of  Main,  to  fettle  the  peace  of  the  towns 
there,  by  bringing  them  to  an  orderly  fubmiffion,  which 
•  was  not  immediately  effected. § 

I 

*  Sup.  Court  Rec.  +  Portfmouth,  Dover  and  Exeter. 

t  The  fecretary  was  ordered  to  iflue  an  attachment,  directed  to  the  conftahks 
of  Dover  and  Portfmouth.  to  apprehend  one  Abraham  Corbet!  and  to  bring  him 
before  the  governor  or  magistrates  at  Bofton,  to  anfwer  for  his  tumultuous  be- 
haviour againft  the  government,  who  fined  him  sol.  and  bound  him  to  hie  good 
behaviour. 

||  Thomas  Danforth,  Eleazer  Lufher,  and  John  Leveret,  efquires. 

^  Ferdinando  .Gorges,   grandfon  to  Sir  Ferdinando,   attempted  a  fettlement  of 
the  province  of  Main  under  himfelf  as  lord  proprietor,  loon  after  the  reiteration. 
He  obtained  a  letter  from  King  Charles,  dated  the  nth  of  January,  1664,  directed 
to  thelgovernor^of  the'  Milkchuletts  colony,   and  council  of  New-England,  re- 
quiring 
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I  have  endeavoured  impartially  to  relate  the  proceed- 
ings between  the  commiilioners  and  the  colony.  On  the 
one  hind,  I  think  it  appears  that  the  government  had 
not  iufficient  excufe  for  not  complying  more  fully  with 
what  the  King  required  of  them  by  his  letter  in  1662. 
Mr.  Norton,  their  agent,  who  knew  the  refolutions  of  the 
King  and  his  minifters,  few  the  neceihty  of  it.  This 
would  probably  have  prevented  fuch  a  commiffion  from 
ifluing.  On  the  other-hand,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
commiffion  was  a  ftretch  of  power,  fuperfeding  in  many 
refpecls  the  authority  and  powers  granted  by"  the  charter  ; 
and  there  appears  in  the  conduct  of  the  general  court, 
upon  this  occalion,  not  an  obftinate,  perverfe  fpirit,  but  a 
modeft,  fteady  adherence  to  what  they  imagined,  at  leaft, 
to  be  their  juft  rights  and  privileges.*  At  the  fame  time 
they  endeavoured,  not  only  by  repeated  humble  addrefies, 
and  profeffions  of  loyalty,  to  appeafe  his  Majefty,  but  they 
purchafed  a  fhip-load  of  mafts  (the  freight  whereof  coll 
them  fixteen  hundred  pounds  fterling)  and  prefented  to 
the  King,  which  he  gracioufly  accepted  •>  and  the  fleet  in 
the  Weft-Indies  being  in  want  of  provifions,  a  fubfcription 
and  contribution  was  recommended  through  the  colonv, 
for  bringing  in  provifions  to  be  fent  to  the  fleet  for  his 
Majefty's  fervice.-f-  It  appears  by  the  record  that  feveral 
towns  had  liberally  fubfcribed,  and  it  was  recommended  to 
the  reft  not  to  fall  fhort  of  what  had  been  done  by  thofe 
who  had  gone  before  them,  but  I  find  no  record  of  the 

whole 

quiring  reftitution  to  be  forthwith  made,  and  quiet  poffefTion  delivered,  or  other- 
wife,  without  delay,  reafon  be  lhewn  for  the  contrary.  By  their  hun\bic  addiel's 
they  excufed  themfelves  from  the  delivery,  and  attempted  to  give  reafons  for 
their  condud  ;  but  Mr.  Gorges  appointed  officers  in  feveral  parts  of  the  Province* 
whofe  authority  was  of  fhort  continuance. 

*  The  King  having  recommended,  by  a  letter,  Feb.  22d,  1665,  to  the  governor 
and- council,  an  expedition  againft  Canada,  the  court  in  their  anfwer  to  Lord 
Arlington,  July  17th,  1 665,  fay,  that  ««  having  confulted  with  Sir  Thomas  Tem- 
ple, governor  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  with  the  governor  of  Connecticut  (Mr.  Win- 
throp,  who  had  lately  been  in  England)  they  concluded  it  was  not  feafible  at 
prefeut,  as  well  in  refpect  of  the  difficulty,  if  not  impoffibi.'ity,  of}a  land  march 
over  the  rocky  mountains  and  howling  defarts,  about  four  hundred  miles,  as  the 
ftrength  of  the  French  there,  according  to  reports." 

+  This  was  fo  well  received,  that  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  general  court  under 
the  King's  fign  manual,  dated  the  21ft  of  April,  1669,  fignifying  how  well  taken 
it  was  by  his  Majefty.     So  the  letter  exprefl'es  it. 
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whole  amount.  About  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  in- 
habitants of  St.  Chriftopher's,  which  had  been  taken  by 
the  French,  arriving  in  the  fpring  of  1666,  and  more 
being  daily  expected,  provifion  was  made  by  the  ccuvt  for 
the  relief  and  fupport  of  fuch  as  were  in  neceiTity.  Upon 
the  news  of  the  great  fire  in  London,  a  collection  was 
made  through  the  colony  for  the  relief  of  fufterers.  The 
amount  of  it  cannot  be  afcertained.  I  have  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Seaman  and  other  cliilenting  minifters  in  London,  to 
Mr.  Syms  and  Mr.  Shephard,  minifters  of  Charlcftown, 
advifing  the  receipt  of  105I.  ftcrling  collected  in  that 
church.  If  others  contributed  in  proportion,  a  large  ium 
muft  have  been  railed. 

There  had  been  a  prefs  for  printing  at  Cambridge  for 
near  twenty  years.  The  court  appointed  two  peribns,* 
in  October,  1662,  licencers  of  the  prefs,  and  prohibited  the 
publishing  any  books  or  papers  which  fliould  not  be  fuper- 
viied  by  them  ;  and  in  1668  the  fupervifors  having  allowed 
of  the  printing  "  Thomas  a  Kcmpis  de  imitatione  Chrifti," 
the  court  interpofed,  "  it  being  wrote  by  a  popifh  minifter, 
and  containing  fome  things  lefs,  fate  to  be  infufed  among 
the  people  ;*'  and  therefore  they  commended  to  the  licen- 
cers a  more  full  revifal,  and  ordered  the  prefs  to  Itop  in 
the  mean  time.  In  a  constitution  lefs  popular,  this  would 
have  been  thought  too  great  an  abridgment  of  the  iub- 
jecYs  liberty^ 

From  1666  to  1670  Mr.  Bellingham  was  annually  cho- 
fen  governor,  and  Mr.  Willoughby  deputy  gover.or. 
Nova-Scotia  and  the  reft  of  Acadie,  which  had  been  refcu- 
ed  from  the  French  by  Cromwell,  were  reitoied  by  the 
treaty  of  Breda.  The  French  made  little  pfdgrefs  in  fettling 
this  country.  The  only  inconvenience  Mafiachufetts  com- 
plained of,  until  after  the  revolution,  was  the  encourage- 
ment given  to  the  Indians  to  make  their  inroads  upon  the 
frontiers.-  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  who,  with  others,  had  a 
grant  of  the  country  firft  from  Cromwell,  and  afterwards 
from  King  Charles,  thought  he  had  reafon  to  complain ; 
and  the  King's  order  was  repeated  to  him  to  give  up  his 

forts 

*  Capt.  Daniel  Gookin;,  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Mitchell,  the_  minifter  ot   Canv* 

br;-J&«r. 
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forts  to  the  French,   fome  pretence  being  made  for  not 
complying  with  the  firft  order. 

After  forty  years,  the  grc.-ueft  part  of  our  firft  emigrants 
had  fmilhed  their  pilgrimage,  and  were  arrived  at  the  place 
of  their  everlafting  abode,  Some  of  them  lamented  their 
being  born  too  foon  to  fee  New-England  in  its  mod  flour? 
idling  (late.  This  will  be  the  cafe  with  their  pofterity  for 
many  generations  yet  to  come.  Mr.  Wilfon,  the  firft  min- 
ifter of  Bofton  church,  died  Auguft  7th,  1667,  in  the  79th 
year  of  his  age.  He  left  an  amiable  character,  and  is  re- 
prefented  by  his  contemporaties  as  one  of  the  moft 
bumble,  pious  and  benevolent  men  of  the  age.  He 
was  fon  .of  Doctor  Wilton,  a  prebend  of  St.  Paul's, 
Rochefter  and  Windfor,  and  rector  of  Cliff,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  married  a  daughter  of 
Lady  Mansfield,  and  a  near  kinfvvoman  of  Sir  William 
Bird.  It  was  with  much  difficulty  that  he  perfuaded  her 
to  go  to  New-England.  After  having  fpent  one  winter 
there  without  her,  he  returned  to  England  to  fetch  her. 
His  life  has  been  publifhed  by  Dr.  Mather.  I  have  it  in 
manufcript  by  another  hand.  In  both  are  related  many 
inftances  to  mew  his  prophetic  fpirit.  We  may  very  weil 
remark  upon  thofe  fort  of  prophecies,  Qui  bene  conjickt^ 
hunc  vatem.  Richard  Mather,  a  learned,  grave  divine, 
and  minifter  of  Dorchefter,  died  the  22d  of  April,  1669, 
aged  73.  Charles  Chauncy,  bachelor  of  divinity,  the  ven- 
erable learned  prefidcnt  of  the  college,  died  the  1 9th  of 
February,  1671,  in  his  Soth  year.*     Befides  thefe,  we  are 

not 

*  This  is  the  Charles  Chauncy  of  whom  Rufliworth  in  his  collections  for  thc 
year  1629  takes  this  notice:  ««  Mr.  Charles  Chauncy,  minifter  of  Ware,  ufinS 
fome  expreffions  in  his  fermon,  that  idolatry  was  admitted  into  the  church,  thar 
the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  would  be  fupprefted,  that  there  is  much  atheifm' 
popery,  arminianifm  and  herefy  crept  into  the  church,  and  this  being  looked 
upon  to  raife  a  fear  among  the  people  that  fome  alteration  in  religion  would 
enfue,  he  was  queltioned  in  the  high  commiflion,  and  by  order  of  that  court  the 
caufe  was  referred  to  the  biihop  of  London,  being  his  ordinary,  who  ordered  him 
to  ninke  a  f'.ibmilTion  in  latin."  A  letter  which  he  wrote  two  years  before  to 
Mr.  Cotton  \vill  be  thought  by  fome  worthy  of  being  preferred. 

»*  Salutem  in  fonte  falutis. 

««  Good  Sir, 

•«  My  kindett  refpefls  and  moft  loving  falutations  to  yourfelf  and  your  wife- 

The  prefent  convenience  of  a  mefienger  from   Ware  makes  me  bold    to  trouble 

you  with  thel'e  few  lines.     I  am  now  (by  Cod's  good  hand)  vicar  of  Ware,   and 

deiire  ycur  beft  direction  how  I  may   with  moft  profit   and   edification  of  my 

charge 
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not  to  omit  Jonathan  Mitchell,  the  minifter  of  Cambridge, 
who  died  the  9th  of  July,  166S,  in  his  43d  year,  and  is 
always  {poken  of  as  one  of  the  moft  learned  men  and 
ben:  preachers  in  his  day.  Mr.  Davenport,  who  had  been 
minifter  of  New-Haven  from  the  firft  fettlement  of  that 
colony,  removed  to  Bofton  about  the  year  1667,  to  the 
great  grief  of  his  people,  and  againtt  the  mind  of  many  of 
the  principal  perfons  of  the  church  in  Bofton,  which  cauf- 
ed  them,  fome  time  after,  to  feparate  from  their  brethren, 
and  to  form  a  new  fociety,  ever  iince  known  by  the  name  of 
the  fouth  church.*  He  died  of  the  palfy  March  i6th, 
1670,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age.-}* 

Mr.  Gorges'  claim  to  the  province  of  Main,  fupported 
by  the  aclts  of  the  commiHioners,  had  encouraged  the  peo- 
ple to  withdraw  from  their  fubjection  to  Maflachufetts ; 
but  the  province,  according  to  fome  accounts,  was  in  the 
utmoft  confufion,  and  in  1668  fome  of  the  principal  per- 
form applied  to  the  general  court  of  Maflachufetts  to  reaf- 
iume  the  juriicliciioii  over  them.  The  court  always  thought 

it 

charge  proceed  in  the  Lord's  work.  I  have  a  very  large  parifh  and  a  difiblute 
town  to  deal  with  (as  you  may  well  guefsj  ;  ami,  winch  is  woife,  we  have  little 
government    in    the   pla^c  to   alhft  us.     The  people  have  wanted  inftrticlion  lor 

ears  (fuch  1  mean  as  might  build  them  up  in  the  faith*  and  maki 
wife  unto  ralvation)  ;  betides,  the  places  round  about  me  arc  a  barren  wildei  net's, 
and  lb  mu't  undergo  much  opposition.  I  have  already  fuftuined  j/iyua  gravamina 
c>ifcievtig,  to  go  thus  tar  in  regard  to  the  government  and  discipline  of  our 
churchy  arid  am  likely  to  undergo  more  in  the  book  of  articles,  which  we  me 
bound  to  read  publicly,  and  to  yield  our  all'ent  unto  ;  the  article  concerning  the 
ordination  of  bidiops  and  mtniflers  doth  lomewhat  trouble  me,  as  alio  the  cerc- 
Ihrtonies  which  we  are  boond  untOi  which  though  I  forbear  myfelf,  yet  1  know 
ppt  ];nv  to  avoid  but  that  mv  curate  mult  ufc  if  I  will  ltand  here.  1  pray  allord 
your  wifeft  advice  herein.     Uxc fub jigii/o. 

1  (hall  be  glad  to  kc  you  at  my  poor  vicarage,  i*  trarftu ;  and  for  my  part 
(if  Cod  permit)  1  will  not  fail  to  fee  you  once  a  year.  I  pray  falute  Mr.  Johnfon 
mid  Mr.  Bellingham  with  their  wives  in  my  name,  and  the  reft  of  my  chriftian 
friends  in  your  town  or  family,  and  1  beieech  }ou  remember  me  mno  the  Lord 
in  your  players,  and  the  I. or  1  give  a  blelling  to  your  peilon  and  labours. 
Yours  in  the  Lord,  with  all  hearty  afledion, 

Ware,  March  15,  16*7.  Charles  Chauncy." 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Thacher  was  the  firft  minifter  of  this  churchj  and  Mr.  Rainsford, 
brother  to  Lord  Chiefluftice  Rainsfordi  was  the' firft  ruling  elder.  [From  him 
Kaiaifctd's  ifiand  took  its  name.] 

tin  i66->  the  people  at  Cape- Fear  being  under  diftreffing  circumftances,  a 
general  contribution  by  order  of  court  was  made- through  the  colony  for  their 
relief.  Although  this  was  a  colony  fubject  to  the  proprietary  government  ot 
Lord  Clarendon  and  others,  yet  the  foundation  was  laid,  about  the  time  ot  the 
reftontion,  by  adventurers  from  New-England  ;  who  fuppoied  they  had  a  right 
ta  (he  foil  as  firft  occupants  and  purchasers  from  the  natives,  and,  iiluing  trorr. 
MaftacbuTettsj  to  the  U\nc  civil  pructifgClj  but  they  were  difappciiitcd  as  tp 
both.         MS. 
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it  the  part  of  good  governors,  as  well  as  of  good  judges,  to 
amplify  their  jurifdiclion  ;  and,  horn  a  (cnia  of  their  duly 
to  God  and  the  King,  published  a  declaration,  requiring 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York  to  yield  obedience 
to  the  laws  of  the  colony,  and  to  chopfe  officers  within  tht*, 
ieveral  towns,  as  they  had  done  before  the  late  interruption: 
As  this  proceeding  was  made  one  of  the  grounds  of  corn-* 
plaint  againlt  the  colony,  a  more  pellicular  account  of  it 
may  not  be  improper. 

.  The  declaration  of  the  court  was  of  the  form  follow- 
ing :  •  • 
"  Whereas  this  colony  of  the  Mafiachufetls,.  in  ob- 
"  fervance  of  the  truft  to  them  committed  by  his  Majef* 
"  ty's  royal  charter,  with  the  full  and  free  confent  and 
"  fubmiilion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York,  for 
"  fundry  years  did  exercife  government  over  the  people  of 
"  that  county  ;  and  whereas  about  three  years  now  palt 
"  fome  interruption  hath  been  made  to  the  peace  of  that 
"  place  and  order  there  eftablifhed,  by  the  impofition  of 
"  fome,  who,  pretending  to  ferve  his  Majefly's  intereft, 
"  with,  unjult  afperfions  and  reflections  upon  this  govern - 
"  ment  here  ellablilhed  by  his  royal  charter,  have  unwar- 
"  rantably  drawn  the  inhabitants  of  that  county  to  fub- 
"  million  unto  officers  that  have  no  royal  warranty,  thereby 
"  infringing  the  liberty  o(  our  charter,  and  depriving  the 
''people  now  fettled  of  their  juft  privileges,  the  effect 
"  whereof  doth  now  appear  to  be  not  only  a  difiervice  to 
"  his  Majefty,  but  alio  the  reducing  a  people  that  were 
"  found  under  an  orderly  eflablifhment  to  a  confufed  anv 
"  archy  :  The  premifes  being  duly  confidercd,  this  court 
"  doth  judge  meet,  as  in  duty  they  (land  bound  to  God 
"  and  his  Majefty,  to  declare  their  refolution  again  to 
"  exert  their  power  of  jurifdiction  over  the  inhabitants  of 
<;  the  laid  county  of  York  ;  and  do  hereby  accordingly, 
"  in  his  Majefty's  name,  require  all  and  every  of  the  in- 
"  habitants  there  fettled,  to  yield  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
"  this  colony  as  they  have  been  orderly  published,  and  to 
tc  all  fuch  officers  as  (hall  be  there  legally  eftablilhed  by 
"  authority  of  his  Majefty's  royal  charter  and  the  order  of 
"  our  commiffioncrs,  whom  this  court  hath  nominated  ami, 

''empowered 
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<£  empowered  to  fettle  all  affairs  necefTary  for  the  govern- 
"  ment  of  the  people  there,  and  to  keep  a  court  this  pre- 
"  fent  fummer  the  firft  Tuefday  in  July,  at  York  town,  as 
"  hath  been  formerly  accuftomed  ;  and  for  that  end  we 
"  have  commanded  our  fecretary  to  iflue  out  warrants  to  the 
"  inhabitants  there  in  their  refpective  towns  to  meet  to 
¥  choofe  jurors,  both  grand  and  petit,  conftables  and  other 
"  officers,  for  the  fervice  of  that  county,  as  the  law  re- 
"  quireth  ;  the  faid  warrant  to  be  directed  unto  Nathaniel 
(l  Mafterfon,  who  is  by  this  court  appointed  marihal  of 
"  that  court  as  formerly  ;  and  by  him  the  faid  warrants 
"  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  feveral  conftables,  to  be  accor- 
"  dingly  executed  ;  a  due  obfervance  whereof,  with  an  or- 
'*  derly  return  to  be  made  to  the  court  to  be  held  as  afore- 
"  faid,  is  hereby  required  of  all  perfons  reipeclively  .con- 
H  cerned,  as  they  will  anfwer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 
By  the  court,  Edward  Rawfon,  fecr'y." 

The  commiflioners  appointed  were  Major-General  Lev- 
eret, Mr.  Edward  Tyng,*  Capt.  Waldron,-}-  and  Capt. 
Pike.^  They  made  return  to  the  general  court,  who 
gave  them  thanks  for  their  good  fervices,  allowed  and  ap- 
proved of  what  they  had  done,  and  ordered  their  proceed- 
ings to  be  entered  upon  their  records  as  followeth  : 

"  Upon  receipt  of  this  court's  commifiion,  which  is  re- 
<c  corded  in  the  lalfc  feflion,  we  prefently  appointed  Peter 
*{  Wyer  clerk  of  the  writs ;  and  hearing  Mafterfon,  ap- 
"  pointed  by  the  court,  was  imprifoned,  we  appointed  an- 
(l  other  marihal,  by  warrant  under  our  hands ;  but  the 
"  former  marihal  being  fet  at  liberty,  the  other  did  not  act. 
"  The  court  being  by  law  to  be  kept  in  York  the  firft 
H  Tuefday  of  July,  1668,  being  the  7th  day  of  the  month, 
"  we  repaired  to  York  upon  Monday  the  6th  day.  Mr. 
"  Jocelin  and  feveral  others,  ftyled  juftices  of  the  peace, 
■'  coming  nigh  to  the  ordinary  where  we  were  before  the 
"  door,  after  falutes  palled,  they  told  us  they  denred  to 
"  fpeak  with  us  in  the  morning.    To  their  defires  we  comr 

"  plied, 

*  Edward  Tyng  was  afterwards  an  afiiftant. 

+  Richard  Waldron  was  fpeaker  of  the  deputies,  and  reprefented  Dover. 
f  Robert  Pike  was  of  Salifbury.     He  was  afterwards  one  of  ;he  council  nameti 
io  the  province  charter. 
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"  plied,  and  gave  them  a  meeting,  where  we  acquainted 
*'  them  we  were  ready  to  hear  what  they  had  to  fay,  but 
"  not  as  lent  to  treat  with  them  about  what  we  had  to  do  by 
"  virtue  of  the  general  court's  commifTion.  They  acq- 
"  uainted  us,  that  they  had  lately  received,  in  a  pacquet 
"  from  Col.  Nichols,  his  letter  to  the  governor  and  magif- 
"  trates  of  the  Mailachufetts  colony,  which  they  defirtd 
"  us  to  read,  and  firft  their  commiiiion,  the  which  we 
"  read  ;  and  having  read  them,  we  told  them  that  thole 
"  concerned  the  general  court,  and  had  been  under  their 
"  confederation,  all  but  the  letter  from  Col.  Nichols ;  and 
"  that  they  had  fent  their  declaration  into  the  county  ;  lb 
"  that  we  had  nothing  to  fay,  only  that  we  did  not  un- 
"  derftand  that  the  commilTioners  had  power  to  make  any 
"  luch  temporary  fettlement,  his  Majefty  having  before  him 
"  the  cafe,  for  that  the  MafTachufetts  had  in  obedience  fent 
"  their  reafons  why  they  did  not  deliver  up  the  government  of 
"  that  country  to  Mr.  Gorges,  which  was  according  to  his 
"  Majefty's  command.  Then  Mr.  Jocelin  told  us  there 
"  was  not  above  five  or  fix  of  a  town  for  us :  to  which  we 
"  replied,  we  fhould  fee  by  the  returns  made  to  the  court's 
"  warrants  and  appearances ;  and  further  told  them,  wc 
"  muft  attend  our  commifTion,  in  profecution  whereof  wc 
"  ihould  attend  his  Majeity's  and  the  country's  fervice,  not 
"  our  own,  and  if  we  met  with  oppofition  we  Ihould  ad- 
u  vile  what  to  do.  Many  other  things  paffed,  but  with 
"  mutual  refpect.  They  faid  they  muft  attend  their  com- 
"  million.  We  parted,  and  repaired  to  the  meeting-houfe, 
"  and  there  opened  the  court  by  reading  our  commifTion 
"  publicly,  and  declaring  to  the  people  wherefore  we  caqie  ; 
"  whereto  there  was  great  filence  and  attention.  -  Then  by 
':  the  marfhal  we  called  for  the  town  returns  to  be  brought 
k'  in  for  the  election  of  allbciates  ■*  and  returns  were  made 
"  from  live  towns,  the  other  two  being  hindered  (as  they 
'*  faid)  by  the  jullices ;  yet  in  one  of  them  above  half  the 
"  electors  fent  in  their  votes.  Whilft  the  court  was  bufy 
*'  in  opening,  forting  and  telling  the  votes,  the  juftices 
"  came,  and,   without  doors,    by  fome  inflrument,   made 

"  proclamation 

*  The  affiliates  feem  to  be  intended  in  the  room  of  magiftrates,  and  being 
joined  with  peifons  appointed  by  the  general  court  had  the  lame  power  as  the 
court  cf  nugiftra'.es  or  aflwtants  had  in  the  colony. 
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"  proclamation  that  all  fhould  attend  to  hear  his  Majefty's 
"  commands  ;  upon  which,  orders  were  given  to  the  maf- 
"  fhal,  and  accordingly  he  made  proclamation,  that  it  any 
"  had  any  command  from  his  Majeity,  they  coming  and 
c<  (hewing  it  to  the  court,  the  court  was  open  and  ready  to 
*'  hear  the  fame.  Thereupon  thefe  gentlemen  came  in, 
"  and  manifeftcd  their  defire  that  what  they  had  fhewn  to 
"  us  in  private  might  be  read  in  court  to  the  people  :  to 
*'  whom  we  replied,  that  the  court  was  in  the  midft  of 
"  their  bulinefs  in  opening  the  returns  of  the  county  from 
Ci  the  ieveral  towns  of  election,  and  fo  foon  as  that  was 
"  over,  and  after  dinner,  they  fhould  have  their  defire 
"  granted  ;  fo  they  left  us,  and  we  proceeded  to  fee  who 
"  were  chofen  alTociates,  had  the  returns  of  the  jurymen 
"  and  their  names  entered,  both  the  grand  jury  and  that 
<c  of  trials,  alfo  of  the  conftables,  but  did  not  fwear  any 
"  one,  but  adjourned  the  court  and  went  to  dinner  ;  in 
"  which  time  we  heard  that  the  gentlemen  were  going  to 
"  the  meeting-houfe  to  fit  as  an  ailembly,  they  having  bei- 
"  fore  iliued  out  their  warrants  for  the  towns  to  fend  their 
"  deputies;  whereupon  we  fent  to  fpeak  with  them  after 
"  dinner.  They  returned  they  would,  provided  we  would 
"  not  proceed  any  further  till  we  fpake  with  them.  We 
"  (a\t  them  word  we  did  engage  it.  They  lent  us  word 
"  they  would  meet  with  us  at  the  meeting-houfe ;  and 
"  presently  after  their  marfnal  and  Nathaniel  Phillips  went 
"  up  and  down,  and  at  all  public  places  publifhed  a  paper 
"  or  writing ;  whom  meeting  upon  their  return,  it  was  de- 
"  manded  what,  and  upon  what  authority*  they  had  pub- 
"  lilhed  to  the  people  to  make  a  difturbance  j  they  anf- 
<c  wered,  they  publifhed  what  they  had  in  the  King's  name  : 
"  they  were  demanded  to  ihew  their  order  or  authority  ; 
"  they  anfwered,  that  was  for  their  fecurity  :  fo  refuting  to 
"  mew  it,  they  were  committed  to  the  marfhal.  Then  we 
"  went  to  court,  where  we  found  the  houle  full,  and  the 
"  gentlemen  to  have  taken  up  our  feats  ;  fo  room  being 
"  made,  we  went  up  to  them,  and  told  them  we  expected 
"  other  things  than  that  they  would  have  put  fuch  an  af- 
**  front  upon  the  court,  nor  lhould  motions  hinder  us  from 
"  prof;cuting  our  commiifion  i  we  could  keep  the  court 

"  elfewhere, 
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"  elfewhere.  Some  of  the  people  began  to  fpeak,  but  we 
"  commanded  filence,  and  the  officer  was  commanded  by 
"  us  to  clear  the  court,  whereupon  Mr.  Jqcelyn  fpake  to 
"  fome  nigh  him  to  depart ;  fo  they  coming  from  their 
"  feat,  we  came  to  private  difcourfe,  and  they  infilled  to 
"  have  their  commiffion  and  the  King's  mandamus  of  1666 
"  to  be  read  j  we  told  them  we  would  perform  what  we 
"  had  promifed  when  the  court  was  fet  j  fo  we  repaired  to 
<c  our  feat,  and  they  being  let  by  us  defired  that  their  com- 
"  million  might  be  read,  which  was  done,  and  the  grounds 
"  of  it  exprefled  to  be  from  the  people's  petitioning,  who 
"  were  told  that  they  could  belt  give  anfwer  thereto,  but 
"  faid  nothing ;  then  that  part  of  the  mandamus  of  1666 
"  which  they  defired  might  be  read-,  was  read.  After  which 
"  they  defired  that  Col.  Nichjql^snette^'to  the  governor  and 
"  magiftratcs  of  the  Maffal^felfrwtfigftttbe  read  ;  but  that 
"  not  being  of  concernmarjj  tcApiMi  t^qrc,  fave  only  for 
"  information  of  the  juflicWpr  what  h<ad  palled  from  him 
,f  to  the  governor  and  mag^^tes.to^w-hom  it  was  directed, 
"  it  was  refufed  ;  fome  mort  acct)tmt  being  publicly  given, 
"  that  that  which  had  been  read,  for  the  matter,  having 
tc  been  before  under  the  confideration  of  the  general  court, 
"  they  had  the  declaration  of  their  intendments,  in  profe- 
"  cution  whereof  we  were  commiffionated  to  keep  court 
"  and  fettle  the  country  ;  which  work  we  had  begun,  and, 
"  God  willing,  would  profecute,  to  perform  the  truft  com- 
"  mitted  to  us ;  and  have  declared  to  the  people  that  we 
"  were  not  infenfible  how  at  the  time  of  the  interruption 
"  of  the  government,  in  the  year  1665,  by  fuch  of  the 
"  gentlemen  of  the  King's  commiflioners  as  were  then  up- 
"  on  the  place,  they  had  manifefted  their  difpleafure  by 
"  telling  the  people  that  the  Maffachufetts  were  traitors, 
"  rebels,  and  difobedient  to  his  Majcfty,  the  reward  where- 
"  of,  within  one  year,  they  faid,  mould  be  retributed;  yet 
"  we  told  them,  that  through  the  good  hand  of  God  and  the 
"  King's  favour,  the  Maffachufetts  were  an  authority  to  af- 
"  felt  their  right  of  government  there,  by  virtue  of  the  royal 
"  charter  derived  to  them  from  his  Majefty's  ro)ai  precle- 
"  ceflbrs,  and  that  we  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  Maffa- 
4'  chufetts  colony's  a&ings  for  the  forwarding  his  Maiefty's 

"  fervice 
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*  farvica  would  outfpeak  others'  words,   where   there   was 

*  nothing  but  words  for  themfelves  or  againft  us.  Which 
"  done,  the  gentlemen  left  us,  and  we  proceeded  to  the 
"  work  of  the  court,  to  impannel  the  grand  jury,  gave  them 
ki  their  oaths  and  charge,  and  then  the  aifociates  prefent  we 
"  called  to  take  their  oaths  j  one  of  them,  viz.  Mr.  Roger 
4i  Plaifted,  expreffed  publicly  that  he  was  fent  by  the  town 
"  he  lived  in ;  accordingly  he  had  applied  himfelf  to  the 
'*  major-general  more  privately,  to  know  how  we  reafiumed 
"  the  government,  and  how  they  were  to  fubmit  to  it  ; 
"  which  he  now  mentioned  in  public,  that  he  might  render 
"  himfelf  faithful  to  them  that  fent  him  :  to  which  he  was 
*c  anfwered  in  public,  as  he  had  been  in  private,  that  we 
"  reaifumed  the  government  by  virtue  of  the  charter,  and 
"  that  they  were  to  have  the  like  privileges  with  ourfelves 
"  in  the  other  counties.  We  had  alfo  from  Scarborough 
"  a  paper  preiented,  which  we  herewith  prefent  to  the 
"  court.  Then  having  fworn  the  conftables  prefent,  im- 
"  panelled  the  jury  for  trials,  fworn  them,  and  committed 
"  what  actions  were  entered,  and  profecuted  to  them,-  in 
"  which  time  the  gentlemen  fent  to  defire  that  at  our 
"  leifure  time  they  might  fpeak  with  us ;  they  were  fent 
"  for,  and  prefented  us  with  a  paper  .After  we  had  received 
"  it,  we  attended  to  fettle  the  bufinefs  of  the  military 
<f  officers  and  trained  bands,  and  commiffionated,  for 
"  York,  Job  Alcock  lieutenant,  Arthur  Bragdon  enfign ; 
"  for  Wells  John  Littlefieid  lieutenant,  Francis  Littlefield 
"  jun.  enfign  ;  for  Scarborough ,  Andrew  Augur,  lieutenant  -t 
*s  for  Falmouth,  George  Ingerfield  lieutenant  ;  for  Kitte- 
"  ry,  Charles  Froft  captain,  Roger  Plaifted  lieutenant, 
P  John  Gaffingfiey  enfign  ;  for  Saco,  Bryan  Pendleton  ma- 
<'  jor,  and  he  to  fettle  Black-point,  Mr.  Knight,  of  Wells, 
M  the  morning  before  we  came  away,  being  Thurfday  the 
"  9th  of  July,  came  and  took  his  oath  in  court  to  ferve  as 
"  an  affociate.  The  court  made  an  order  for  a  county 
"  court  to  be  held  the  15th  of  September  there  at  York, 
«  and  for  that  end  continued  the  commiffion  to  Capt. 
"  Waklrc";,  Capt.  Pike,  and  others,  for  the  better  itrength- 
"  ening  the  authority  upon  the  place,  as  by  their 
M  commiiiion  may  appear.     The  aifociates  that  are  now  in 

**  place 
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*'  place  are- Major  Pendleton,  Mr.  Francis  Cotterell,  Mr. 
"  Knight  of  Wells,  Mr.  Raynes  of  York,  Mr.  Roger  Plai- 
**  fled  of  Kittery.  Which  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  the 
"  honourable  general  court  as  the  return  of  your  fervants, 

John  Leveret, 
"  The  23d  of  October,  i663.      Edward  -Tytig, 

Richard  Wafdron." 

This  proceeding  of  Maflachufetts  was  reported  and  pub- 
lithed'by  Jocelyn*  in  a  more  unfavourable  light,  and  as  an 
ad  of  greater  force  and  violence.  Indeed,  he  does  not 
pretend  that  there  was  any  oppofition  made  by  the  inhab- 
itants, but  only  by  the  particular  perlbns  appointed  by  the 
commiffioners  to  govern  there,  and  it  always  appeared  to 
be  the  defire  of  a  great  part  of  the  people  to  live  under  the 
government  of  Maflachufetts. 

The  people  of  Ncw-Hampihire  had  continued  in  a  quiet 
and  orderly  ftate  ever  fince  the  year  1641.  There  was  no 
perfon  who  had  any  pretence  to  the  powers  of  government, 
Mafon  having  only  a  grant  of  the  foil  from  the  council  of 
Plymouth ;  but  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  received  a  royal 
charter,  granting  the  lame  royalties,  privileges  and  franc  hi- 
fo6  as  are  of  right  or  ought  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  bifhop  of 

Durham, 

*  **  The  province  of  Main,  or  the  country  of  the  TrbquoTs  (Iroquois)  heretofora 
sailed  Laconia  or  New-Somerletihire.  is  a  colony  belonging  to  the  grandfon  of 
Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  of  Afhton  Phillips,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet.  The 
faid  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  did  expend,  in  planting  feveral  parts  of  New-England, 
above  twenty  thoufand  pounds  fterling;  and,  when  he  was  between  three  and 
fourfcore  )ears  of  aee,  did  personally  engage  in  our  royal  matter's  fervice,  and 
particularly  in  the  riege  of  Briltol,  and  was  plundered  and  imprisoned  feveral 
times,  by  reafon  whereof  he  was  difcountenanced  by  the  pretended  oomniiflionws 
for  foreign  plantations,  and  his  province  encroached  upon  by  the  Maflachufetts 
colony,  who  ail'umed  the  government  thereof.  His  Majefty  that  now  reigneth 
fent  over  his  commiffioners  to  reduce  them  within  their  bounds,  and  to  put  Mr. 
Gorges  again  into  poffeffion  :  but  there  falling  out  a  conteft  about  it,  the  com- 
miffioners fettled  it  in  the  King's  name  (until  the  bufinefs  Ihould  be  determined 
before  his  Majefty)  and  gave  cornmiihons  to  the  judge  of  their  courts,  and  the 
juftices,  to  govern  and  adl  according  to  the  laws  of  Englandi  and  by  fuch  laws  ot 
their  own  as  were  not  repugnant  to  them.  But  as  foon  as  the  eWnmiflioner? 
were  returned  for  England,  the  Maflachufetts  enter  the  province  in  a  hoftile 
manner  with  a  troop  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  turned  the  judge  and  his  affiftants  off 
the  bench,  impriloned  the  major  or  commander  of  the  militia,  threatened  the 
judge  and  fome  others  that  were  faithful  to  Mr.  Gorges' interefts.  I  could  dis- 
cover many  other  foul  proceedings,  but  for  fome  reafons  which  might  be  given 
1  conceive  it  not  convenient  to  make  report  thereof  to  vulgar  ears,"  ac.  jtye~ 
/yn's  voyag:  to  Neiu- England,  f.  199. 

ThisMr.  Joflelyn  I  take  to  be  brother  to  the  juftice  of  peace  mentioned  in  the 
report  of  the  Maflachufetts  commiffioners.  He  writes  with  acrimony,  and  in 
this  account  as  well  as  feveral  other  parts  of  his  voyages  to  New-England  difco\- 
ers  a  ftreng  prejudice  againit  the  people  of  the  colony, 
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Durham,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Durham,  with  power 
to  conftitute  a  deputy  governor,  a  chancellor,  a  treafurer, 
a  marfhal,  a  judge  of  admiralty,  officers  of  admiralty  tor 
ordering  maritime  affairs,  matter  of  ordnance,  a  fecretary, 
8cc.  ;  and  by  repeatedly  nominating  fome   iuch   officers, 
and  attempting  to  eftablifh  a  form  of  government  confid- 
ing ot  different  perfons  from  thofe  appointed  by  MafTachu- 
fetts,  there  were  always  two  different  parties  and  interefts 
kept  alive  in  that  province.     New-Hampfhire  had  been  fo 
long  united  to  Maifachufetts,  that  the  people  of  both  col- 
onies were  of  one  heart  and  mind  in  civil  and  religious  af- 
fairs.   The  town  of  Portfmouth  (hewed  an  inftance  of  their 
great  regard  to  the  public  intereft,  and  in   1669  made  a 
collection,  as  it  is  termed  in  the  inftrument  prefented  to 
the  general  court,  more  probably  a  fubicription,  of  fixty 
pounds  per  annum,  for  the  term  of  feven  years,  for  the  ufe 
of  Harvard  college,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  over- 
ieers ;  and  they  fay  they  hoped  to  make  it  Ynore.*     The 
colony  about  this  time  made  a  greater  figure  than  it  ever 
did  at  any  other  time.     The  report  made  by  the  commif- 
fioners  to  the  King  had  produced  no  further  troubles  from 
England.     The  plague,  the  fire  of  London,  the  difcontents 
among  the  people  of  England,  caufed  by  their  jealoufies  of 
a  defign  to  fubvert  the  conflitution  there,  may  well  enough 
be  iuppoled  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  a  refpite  in  favour 
of  the  people  here.     Maffachufctts  governed  without  bp- 
pofition  the  province  of  New-Hampfhire  and  province  of 
Main,  and  were  beginning  fettlcments  even  further  east- 
ward.    The  French  were  removed  from  their  neighbour- 
hood on  the  one  iide,  and  the  Dutch  and  Swedes  on  the 
cti  er.     Their  trade  was  as  extenfive  as  they  could  with. 
No  cuftom-houfe  was  eiiablifhed.     The  acts  of  parliament 
the  1 2th  and  15th  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  for  reg- 
ulating the  plantation  trade,  were  in  force  ;  but  the  gover- 
•11,01  ife  bufineis  it  was  to  carry  them  into  execution, 

v.  lly  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  whole  intereft  it 

Wu'; 

.    *  En  ir(ce  Barton,  aged   nj   years,   died  the   ijth  June,  1669.         Almanack' 
for  167}. 

April  4th.    1.  !r.  W.loughby  the  deputy  governor  died.     Hewaragre.it 

oppefer  01  the  perfections  agairdt  the  Baptifts.  Elder  Perm  died  the  30th 
September  the  fane  year.  !:e  was  a  leading  man  in  church  and  town  aflkiri 
He  is  the  fame  petton  is  .i.oien  beadle  in  i6jo. 
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was  that  they  fhould  not  be  obferved.  Some  of  the  mag- 
istrates and  principal  merchants  grew  very  rich,*  and  a 
Spirit  of  induStry  and  economy  prevailed  through  the  col- 
ony.    But  a  change  of  affairs  came  on  foon  after. 

Mr.  Bellingham  continued  governor  in  167 1  and  1672.-J* 
Mr.  Leveret  was  chofen  deputy  governor  both  thofe  years  ; 
and  in  1673  he  Succeeded  Mr.  Bellingham  in  the  place  of 
governor,  when  Mr.  Samuel  Symonds  was  chofen  deputy 
governor. 

The  ft  net  union,  which  had  been  from  the  beginning 
between  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  parts  of  the  constitu- 
tion, was  about  this  time  in  danger  of  being  broke,  or 
greatly  weakened.  After  Mr.  Wilfon's  death,  the  firft 
church  in  Bofton  invited  Mr.  Davenport,  the  minifter  of 
New-Haven,  to  Succeed  him.  He  was  then  about  70,  had 
gone  into  the  wildernefs  with  perfons  clofely  attached  to 
him,  and  remained  with  them  about  30  years,  and  they 
were  extremely  ayerle  to  his  leaving  them  ;  and  befides,  he 
was  at  the  head  of  a  party  more  ftrift  and  rigid  than  the 
body  of  the  people  of  the  country,  for  be  had  always  op- 
pofed  the  admitting  to  baptifm  the  children  of  any  who 
were  not  in  full  communion  with  one  or  other  of  the 
churches.  It  is  not  ftrange  that  there  Should  have  been  a 
party  of  Bofton  church  which  oppofed  hisfettlement.  The 
two  parties  in  this  church,  the  firft  in  rank  (although  the 
church  of  Salem  was  the  oldeft)  in  the  country,  produced 
two  parties,  not  in  the  other  churches  only,  but  in  the 
State  alio.  A  considerable  part  of  the  church,  both  for 
number  and  eitate,  formed  themfelves,  as  has  been  obferv- 
ed, 

*  Joflelyn,  p.  18c. 

+  Mr.  Bellingham  died  December  7th,  1672.  He  lived  to  be  the  only  furviving 
patentee  named  in  the  charter.  It  is  always  mentioned  as  a  part  of  his  charac- 
ter, that  he  hated  a  bribe.  He  was  bred  a  lawyer,  but,  like  fome  much  greater 
lawyers,  made  his  laft  will  and  teftament  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  after  iome  years 
difpute,  the  general  court  thought  it  neceilary  to  fupply  the  defects  of  it,  by 
making  a  difpolition  of  his  eftate  tiiemfelves.  [Some  controversies  occalioned  by 
it  have  lafted  more  than  a  century.]  Mr.  Leveret  was  among  the  junior  afliil- 
ants,  but  he  had  been  long  employed  in  public  affairs  and  places  of  great  trull. 
Oliver  Cromwell  had  made  him  one  of  his  commiflloners  in  1654,  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Manhadoes.  He  was  in  England  at  the  reftoration,  and  appeared  an 
advocate  for  the  colony.  Upon  his  return  to  New-England,  foon  after,  he  was 
chofen  a  member  for  Bofton  ;  in  1664  was  chofen  major-general,  and  in  1665  an 
affiitant. 
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ed,  into  a  feparate  fociety.  Seventeen  minifters*  bore  a 
public  teftimony  againft  the  proceedings  of  the  three  el- 
ders-}- of  the  firft  church  in  Bofton,  viz.  againft  Mr.  Dav- 
enport for  leaving  his  church  at  New-Haven,  contrary  to 
his  profetled  principles,  and  againft  all  of  them  for  com- 
municating parcels  only  of  letters  from  the  church  of  New- 
Haven  to  the  church  in  Bofton,  by  which  artifice  the 
church  was  deceived,  and  made  to  believe  the  church  of 
New-Haven  confented  to  his  difmimon,  when,  if  the  whole 
had  been  read  it  would  have  appeared  they  did  not.  This 
teftimony  was  lent  to  the  elders  the  day  before  a  public 
fail.  An  anfwer  was  given,  in  which  the  elders  deny  that 
the  letters  concealed  would  have  been  evidence  of  the  re- 
fufal  of  the  church  of  New-Haven  to  confent  to  Mr.  Dav- 
enport's leaving  them  and  fettling  at  Bofton ;  the  church 
was  only  unwilling  to  make  his  difmilllon  their  immediate 
act.  Neither  the  church  of  New-Haven  nor  the  elders  of 
the  church  of  Bofton  can  be  wholly  juftificd.  There  does 
not  feem  to  have  been  that  fairnefs  and  iimplicity  in  their 
proceedings  which  the  gofpel  requires.  The  firft  church 
refufed  the  invitation  of  the  new  fociety  to  join  with  other 
churches  in  ordaining  their  officers,  Sec.  The  minifters 
and  members  of  churches  in  the  colony  were  engaged, 
fome  on  one  fide,  and  fome  on  the  other,  and  the  conten- 
tions were  fharp;J  at  length  the  hdufe  of  deputies  efpouf- 
ed  the  caufe  of  the  firft  church,  and  having  at  their  lemon 
in  May,  1670,  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
prevailing  evils  which  had  procured  or  been  the  caule  of 

the 

*  John  Allin,  John  Higginfon,  John  Ward,  John  Wilfon,  Edmund  Browne, 
Samuel  Whiting,  Ten.  Thomas  Cobbet,  John  Sherman,  Samuel  Phillips,  Thomas 
Shepard,  Increafe  Mather,  Samuel  Torrey,  Zechary  Symmes,  John  Brocke,  Ed- 
ward Bulkley,  Samuel  Whiting,  jun.  John  Hale. 

t  Mr.  John  Davenport,  Mr.  James  Allen,  and  the  ruling  elder  James  Penn. 

X  Before  this,  viz.  in  July,  1669,  a  council  had  been  called  by  Mr.  Bellingharn 
the  governor;  tearing,  as  he  fays  in  the  order,  "  a  fudden  tumult,  fome  perfons 
attempting  to  fet  up  an  edifice  for  public  woiihip,  which  whs  apprehended  by  au- 
thority to  be  detrimental  to  the  public  peace."  Mr.  Bellingharn,  it  is  evident, 
was  warmly  engaged  againft  the  feceJers,  but  the  council  thought  it  bed  not  to 
interpofe,  and  if  any  pe.fon  had  oflended  againft  the  laws,  they  advifed  to  proceed 
againft  him  in  a  due  courfe  of  law.  They  judged  it  meet  to  declare,  *4  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  thole  who  were  about  to  erect  a  new  ineeting-hou'.e,  to  obierve 
the  laws  and  orders  of  the  general  court  for  regulating  prudential  affairs,  &c.  aud 
if  they  uid  not  they  lhould  have  no  counteiur.ee  of  authority  in  their  proceeds 
ings." 
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the  difpleafure  of  God  againft  the  land,  they  reported,  a- 
mong  other  caufes,  thefe  that  follow,  viz.  "  Declenfion 
"  from  the  primitive  foundation  work  ;  innovation  in  doc- 
"  trine  and  worihip,  opinion  and  practice;  an  invafion  of 
"  the  rights,  liberties  and  privileges  of  churches ;  an  ufur- 
"  pation  of  a  lordly  and  prelaticai  power  over  God's  herit- 
"age$  a  fubverfion  of  gofpel  order;  and  all  this  with  a 
"  dangerous  tendency  to  the  utter  devaluation  of  thefe 
"  churches,  turning  the  pleafant  gardens  of  Chriit  into  a 
"  wildernefs,  and  the  inevitable  and  total  extirpation  of 
"  the  principles  and  pillars  of  the  congregational  way  :  thefe 
"  are  the  leaven,  the  corrupting  gangrene,  the  infecting, 
"  fpreading  plague,  the  provoking  image  of  jealoufy  fet  up 
"  before  the  Lord,  the  accurfed  thing,  which  hath  provok- 
"  ed  divine  wrath,  and  doth  further  threaten  deftrucf.ion.'" 
They  then  take  notice  of  the  late  traniaetion  of  churches 
and  elders,  in  conftituting  the  third  church  in  Bofton,  as 
irregular,  illegal  and  diforderly.* 

Several  of  the  minifters  at  the  next  feflion  of  the  gener- 
al court  prefented  a  petition  or  addrefs,  acknowledging  the 
great  goodnefs  of  God  in  favouring  the  land  for  fo  long  a 
time  with  a  godly  and  able  magiftracy  ;  and  defiring  that 
it  might  alfo  be  remembered  that  the  people  were  led  forth 
into  this  wildernefs  not  only  "  by  the  hands  of  Mofes,  but 
alfo  ot  Aaron ;  viz.  that  reverend  miniflry  which  had 
tranfported  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  the  prefence  of  God  in 
his  ordinances  fettled  in  gofpel  order."  This  being  premif- 
ed,  they  folcmnly  profeffed  that  they  ftill  adhered  to  the 
fate  and  fober  principles  of  the  congregational  way,  in  op- 
pohtion  to  (eparation,  morellian  or  anarchical  confufon, 
and  licentious  toleration.  This  profefllon  they  made  to 
vindicate  their  integrity  and  innocency  from  the  unjuft 
charge  of  innovation,  and  loud  cry  of  apoftacy,  laid  upon 
the  generality  of  the  miniftry,  heightened  by  the  reports 
of  the  committee  choien  by  the  lioufe  of  deputies  in  their 

laft 

*  Nfr.  Flint,  the  minifter  of  Dorchefter,  in  his  diary,  whilft  this  court  was 
fitting,  has  this  obfervation  :  "  A  ipirit  of  diviiion,  perfecuting  and  oppreffing 
God's  minifters  and  precious  faints,  is  the  fin  which  is  unieen,  and  none  beats 
witnefs  againft.  It  is  a  great  tin,  and  threatens  a  fword  of  divine  wrath.  God's 
#s»ers  Fear  it,  and  their  bowels  and  companions  are  moved  at  is." 

Vol  I.  R. 
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laft  fefiion,  and  the  votes  of  the  major  part  of  the  houfe. 
They  go  on  and  fa}'',  that  "  this  charge  evidently  appears 
to  be  the  tranfports  of  a  party,  by  inftancing  the  bufmefs 
cf  the  third  church,  and  fo  defigning  to  hinder  the  con- 
iummation  of  that  work  of  God,  in  the  peaceable  fettlc- 
ment  thereof  in  actual  and  full  communion  with  other 
churches,  and  by  mifreprefenting  that  weighty  and  worthy 
tranlaction,  before  inquiry  had  been  made  into  the  ftate  of 
the  cafe.  Thefc  things  were  matters  of  great  griev; 
inafmuch  as  an  antiminifterial  fpirk  had  thereby  been 
flrengthened  and  emboldened,  the  hearts  and  hands  of 
thole  who  laboured  in  the  miniftry  weakened,  the  fpirits 
of  many  being  filled  with  groundlefs  jealoufies  and  fufpi- 
cions  againfl  the  miniftraticn3  of  the  elders.  They  made 
this  humble  representation  in  hopes  of  reclrefs,  either  by 
heing  called  upon  publicly  to  vindicate  themfeives,  or  by 
the  court's  moving  for  a  general  convention  of  churches, 
by  their  elders  and  meliengers,  for  the  decilion  of  queitions 
and  accommodation  of  differences,  or  by  inch  other  means 
and  me^fures  as  to  the  wifdom  of  the  court  fhouid  leem 
meet."* 

The  court  took  this  addrefs  into  their  immediate  con- 
federation ;  and  having  n"rft  afferted  their  own  authority, 
and  that  the  acts  of  the  court  were  not  liable  to  queftion 
by  any,  and  that  free  debates  were  the  indubitable  right  of 
the  court,  they  then  acknowledged,  that  in  an  hour  of 
temptation  fuch  acts  may  pafs  in  one  court,  as  ma}',  ac- 
cording to  principles  of  religion,  prudence  and  ftate  intereft, 
be  reviewed,  and  upon  mature  deliberation  be  rectified,  in 
another ;  and  in  the  cafe  then  under  confederation,  the 
court  thought  it  their  duty  to  declare,  that  feveral  expref- 
fions  in  the  votes  referred  to  in  the  petition  appeared  ex- 
ceptionable ;  and,  that  the  court  might  remove  all  jufl 
grounds  of  grievance  in  the  hearts  of  the  reverend  elders, 
and  that  their  miniftry  might  not  be  made  ineffectual  by 
that  antiminifterial  fpirit  that  too  much  ran  through  the 
country,  it  was  ordered  that  all  papers  referring  to  the  cafe 

mould 

'  Signed  by  John  AUin,  Thomas  Cobbet.  William  Hubbardi  Samuel  Whiting, 
Samuel  Whiting  jun.  John  Sherman,  Samuel  Pniliips,  Samuel  Tony.  John  Ward, 
johrf"Higginfon,  Thomas  Sh^pard,  Antipas  Newman,  Edmund  Browne,  Thomas 
Thacher,  Seaborn  Cottor*- 
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fhould  be  accounted  ufelefs,  and  not  be  improved  againft 
the  reverend  elders,  as  having  been  the  caufe  of  God's  clif^ 
pleafure  againft  the  country  :  and  whereas  many  had  taken 
upon  them  to  publilh  the  fecrets  of  the  court  in  that  cafe, 
the  court  further  declared,  that  they  knew  no  juft  caufe 
of  thofe  icandalizing  reflections  indefinitely  caft  upon  ma- 
giftrates,  elders  and  churches,  either  in  reference  to  the 
new  church  in  Bofton,  or  otherwife ;  and  therefore,  until 
they  were  further  informed,  they  judged  them  to  be  inno- 
cent, calumniated  and  mifreprefcntcd.  The  court  then 
profefs,  that  they  will  adhere  to  the  primitive  ends  of  their- 
coming  over,  and  retain  the  fober  principles  of  the  con- 
gregational way,  and  the  practice  of  their  churches,  "  in 
their  pured  and  mod  athletic  conftitution."* 

I  have  been  more  particular  in  relating  this  tranfaction, 
becaufe  it  gives  us  a  pretty  good  idea  of  the  connection 
between  the  civil  and  eccleiiaftical  power  ;'  the  churches, 
notwithstanding  their  claim  to  independency,  being  liable 
to  controui  as  oft  as  their  proceedings  were  difapproved  by 
the  civil  magiftrate ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  magis- 
trates, who  were  annually  elected,  being  fometimes  liable 
to  be  difplaced  by  the  influence  of  the  clergy  in  elections, 
when  their  proceedings  were  fuppofed  to  bear  hard  upon 
the  liberties  of  the  churches,  for  trie  clergy  ftill  retained 
a  great  proportion  of  the  weight  they  had  at  the  begin- 
ning. Indeed  parilhes  were  multiplied  in  the  colony, 
many  of  them  fmall,  and  in  new  fettlements.  The  ftipends 
to  the  minifters  were  leffened  ;  and  foon  after  this  time 
feme  of  them  complained,  as  many  curates  do  in  England, 
"  that  they  prophecied  in  fackcloth."  Notwithstanding 
this,  as  long  as  the  charter  continued,  their  influence  in 
the  affairs  of  government  continued,  as  we  mall  have  fur- 
ther occafion  to  obferve. 

The  war  with  the  Indians,  commonly  called  Philip's 
war,  endangered  the  very  being  of  the  colony;  and  it  was 
a  queftion  with  fome,  whether  the  Indians  would  not  pre- 
vail 

*  This  charge  of  featiments  in  the  court  was  owing  to  the  change  of  perfons 
in  the  houfe  of  deputies,  there  being  of  fifty  members,  the  number  of  the  houfe 
this  year,  twenty  oniy  who  were  of  the  houfe  the  year  before  ;  and  this  is  art 
evidence  of  the  whole  colony's  being  engaged  in  this  difpute. 

R      2 
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vail  to  a  total  extirpation  of  the  Englifh  inhabitants.  At 
the  iirft  arrival  of  the  Englifh,  the  Indians  were  treated 
with  kindnefs,  to  obtain  their  friendfhip  and  favour ;  but 
they  having  no  acquaintance  with  fire-arms,  the  Englifh 
grew  by  degrees  lefs  appfehenfive  of  danger,  finding  by 
means  of  corilets  or  armour  that  they  were  net  much  ex- 
poled  to  danger  from  bows  and  arrows  of  {o  fimple  con- 
ftrudion  as  thofe  of  the  Indians.  The  quarrels  which  the 
Indians  had  always  been  engaged  in  amongft  themfelves 
were  a  further  fecurity  to  the  Englifh,  who  on  the  one  hand 
endeavoured  to  reflrain  them  from  an  open  war  with  one.  an- 
other, and  on  the  other  to  keep  up  fo  much  contention  as  to 
prevent  a  combination,  and  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Eng- 
lifh, as  umpires,  neceftary  from  time  to  time.  Ttie Englifh, 
before  their  arrival,  had  filch  ideas  of  the  fachems,  that  at 
the  firft  meetings  refpecr.  was  (hewn  them,  in  fome  propor- 
tion to  what  would  have  been  required  by  the  prince  of  a 
petty  ftate  in  Europe  j  but  the  bafe,  lordid  minds  of  the 
beft  of  them,  and  the  little  authority  they  had  over  their 
own  fubjects,  foon  rendered  them  contemptible.  At  New- 
Plymouth,  the  governor  in  the  firft  treaty  with  MaiTafoiet, 
in  1620,  acquainted  him  that  King  James  confidered  him 
as  his  good  friend  and  ally.  This  was  too  great  an  hon- 
our for  MafTafoiet  ;  he  was  content  to  acknowledge  the 
King  to  be  his  fovereign.  The  next  year  the  governor 
caufed  the  petty  fachems  to  lign  an  inllrument,  in  which 
they  owned  themfelves  to  be  fubjeel  to  King  James.* 
Subjects,  was  a  word  of  which  they  had  no  precife  idea. 
For  near  forty  -}~  years  together,  they  were  under  no  great 
concern,  or  of  no  long  continuance,  in  that  colony  from 

the 

*  "  Sept.  13,  A.  D.  1621.  Know  all  men  by  thefe  prefents,  that  we,  whofe 
names  are  underwritten,  do  acknowledge  ouri'elves  to  be  the  loyal  fubjecls  of 
King  James,  King  of  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith, 
&c.  In  witnefs  whereof,  and  as  a  tefiimonial  of  the  fame,  we  have  fubferibed 
our  names  or  marks  as  folic weth, 

Ohquamehud  Nattawahunt  Quadaquina 

Conwacomet  Caunbatant  Huttamoiden 

Obbatinnua  Chickatawbut  Apannow." 

t  Alexander,  eldeft  fon  of  MaiTafoiet,  foon  after  his  father's  death,  about  1656, 
was  fufpeded  of  plotting  with  the  Narraganlets  againlt  the  Englith.  Mr.  Joiias 
Winlfuv,  with  eight  or  ten  flout  men  armed,  took  him  by  furprife  at  a  hunting 
houfe  about  fix  miles  diftant  from  the  Engliih  towns,  and  carried  him  to  the. 
governor.  This  railed  hii  indignation  to  that  uegree  as  to  biing  a  fever  upon  hiiu 
which  put  an  end  to  his  life  and  plots  together.  Philipj  his  brother,  a  young 
!a..i,  fuccteded  him.     MSt 
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the  neighbouring  Indians,  Mafiafoiet  or  Gufamequio  al- 
ways courting  the  frlendfhip  of  the  Englifh.  After  his 
d  ;aih*  and  the  death  of  his  eldeil  ion  Wamfuttaor  Alexan- 
der, IvEtacom  or  Phiiip,-*  his  iecond  ion,  a  man  of  great 
fpirit,  by  his  behaviour  railed  fuipicions  of  a  deiign  againft 
the  Engiiih,  but  appearing  befjre  the  court  in  Plymouth  in 
1662  he  expreiTed  his  defire  to  continue  in  friend  (hip,  and 
promifed  that  lie  and  his  fucceilbrs  would  always  remain 
faithful  fubjecls  to  the  Kings  of  England,  and  that  he 
would  never  alienate  his  lands,  and  never  make  war  with 
any  other  Indians  without  the  privity  and  allowance  of  the 
government  of  New-Ply  mouth.;};  The  Indians  within 
MafTachufetts  bounds  were  not  under  one  general  fachern, 
but  divided  into  (mailer  cantons.  Thefe,  one  after  an- 
other, were  brought  to  acknowledge  their  fubjeclion  to  Ma'f- 
fachufetts  government ;  particularly  in  1643,  when  danger 
was  apprehended  from  the  Narraganfets,  five  iachems  iub- 
jeded  tfre-mielves  by  the  fame  inir_rument.||  Beiides  rules 
and  orders  which  they  were  encouraged  to  make  for  their 
own  government,  for  any  offence  againir.  the  Engliih  they 

were 

*  MafTdfoiet,  juft  before  his  derail,  when  he  was  treating  for  the  fale  of  fome 
of  his  lands  at  Swanzey,  infilled  upon  it  as  ?<  condition,  that  the  Englifh  fhould 
never  attempt  to  draw  off  any  of  his  people  from  their  religion  to  chriitianity, 
and  would  not  recede  until  he  found  the  treaty  would  break  off  if  he  urged  it  any 
further.  Hubbard. 

f  In  1662,  when  Maflafoiet's  two  fons  were  at  Plymouth,  the  governor  gave 
them  their  Er.gli;h  names.  The  Indians  in  general  were  fond  of  having  names 
given  to  them.  Their  father  never  took  an  Englilh  name.  Philip  was  charged 
hy  the  Englifh  with  being  not  only  haughty,  but  perfidious  and  impious.  They 
charged  him  with  pride  and  ambition,  in  afpiring  to  tlie  fovereignty  of  a  country 
which  he  would  have  enjoyed  as  his  inheritance  if  they  had  not  prevented;  with 
perfidy,  in  breaking  prormfes  made  whilAtander  reltraim  and  in  the  power  of 
thole  to  whom  they  were  made  ;  and  with  impiety,  in  refuting  to  receive  his 
religion  from  his  enemies. 

±  However  it  may  be  questioned  whether  this  was  a  reafonable  rcquifition,  the 
terms  of  it  were  plain  and  well  underftood. 

fj  We  have  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  voluntarily  and  without  any  conftraint  or 
perfuaiion,  but  of  our  own  free  motion,  put  ourfelves,  our  fubjeits,  lands,  and 
eitates,  under  the  government  and  jurifdiction  of  the  Maitachufetts,  to  be  gov- 
erned and  protected  by  them  according  to  their  juft  laws  and  orders,  fo  far  as  we 
(hall  be  made  capable  of  underftanding  them  ;  and  we  do  promife,  for  ourfelve^ 
and  all  our  fubjects  and  all  our  pofterity,  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  faid  gov- 
ernment, and  aiding  to  the  maintenance  thereof  to  our  beft  ability,  and  from 
time  to  time  to  give  fpeedy  notice  of  any  confpiracy,  attempt  or  evil  intention  of 
any,  of  which  we  lhall  know  or  hear  of  againft  the  fame ;  and  we  do  promife  to 
be  willing  from  time  to  time  to  be  inftructed  in  the  knowledge  and  worship  of 
God.  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  hereunto  put  our  hands,  the  2th  of  ihe  firifc 
month,  1643-4. 

Cutchamacke  Nafhowanon  Woffamcgon 

Maikanomet  .Squaw  Sachem 
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.  were  punifhed  by  the  Englifh  laws,  and  fo  likeu-ife  for  any 
capital  or  heinous  offence  among  themfelves.  The  cafe, of 
a  fquaw  convicted  of  adultery  was  referred  to  the  elders,  for 
advice  whether  fhe  fliould  die  or  not.  They  were  merci- 
ful to  her,  and  fhe  efcaped  with  a  fmart  whipping.  Notr 
withflanding  the  laws  to  reftrain  all  perfons  from  felling 
guns  or  ammunition  to  the  Indians,  they  were  generally 
furnifhed  with  both,  and  were  become  good  markfmen. 

In  1670  the  Pokanoket  or  Philip's  Indians  were  again 
fufpecled,  by  their  frequent  affembling  together,  by  fixing 
up  their  guns,  grinding  their  hatchets,  and  other  prepara- 
tions, and  by  infults  offered  to  the  Englifh  in  different 
places,  to  be  meditating  a  general  war.  The  government 
of  Plymouth,  in  March,  fent  meffengers  to  them  to  inquire 
into  the  reafon  of  this  behaviour,  and  at  the  fame  time 
wrote  to  Manachufetts,  acquainting  them  therewith.  The 
governor  and  magiftrates,  always  ayerfe  to  an  open  breach, 
immediately  difpatched  their  own  meffengers*  to  Taunton, 
to  prevent  a  war  if  poffible,  which  Plymouth  had  intimated 
that  they  mould  be  obliged  to  begin,  if  they  could  not 
otherwife  bring  the  Indians  to  reafon.  They  met  at 
Taunton  the  13th  of  April,  where  the  governor-}-  and  two 
ether  of  Plymouth  gentlemen];  met  with  them  ;  and  whiiil 
they  were  in  conference,  and  examining  witneffes  concern- 
ing the  behaviour  of  the  Indians,  the  governor  received  a 
meffage  from  Philip,  fignifying  that  he  was  at  three  mile 
river,  and  that  he  defired  the  governor  to  come  thither  to 
ipeak  with  him.  The  governor  returned  anfwer,||  that  he 
was  at  Taunton  ready  fo%a  treaty,  and  expected  Philip  to 
come  to  him,  promising  fecurity.  Philip  refuted  to  jnove 
until  two  of  the  govrnor's  meflengers§  offered  to  remain  as 
hoftages,  and  then  he  declined  coming  into  the  town,  and 
refolved  to  go  on  as  far  as  the  mill,  with  all  his  men  in  arms, 
defiring  the  governor  to  come  to  him  there.  This  return 
was  made  to  the  governor,  with  further  intelligence  that 
Philip  was  on  the  march  with  all  his  men  in  arms,  and 
Coon  after  he  appeared  at  the  mill,  placing  centinels  round 

a 

*  WiUiarn  Davis,  William  Hudfon.  and  Thomas  Brattle. 

+  Mr.  Prince.  j  Mr.  Jofias  Wiirfjow,  and  Couftant  Southworth. 

(J  By  old  Roger  Williams  and  lbme other;* 

^  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Brown.: 
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a  hill  near  to  it,  but  fent  no  meflage  into  the  town.  Some 
within  the  town  were  for  attacking  him,  but  the.  Mafl'a- 
chufetts  ccrnmiiiioners  were  afraid  of  the  event  and  would 
not  confent  to  it.  All  agreed  that  the  governor  mould  not 
condefcend  to  go  out  to  him.  At  length  the  Maflachu- 
fetts  commillioners  offered  to  go  out  and  try  to  pcrfuade 
him  to  come  in.  At  firft  he  was  unwilling,  and  his  coun - 
fellors  declared  he  fhould  not  go,  but  finally  he  contented, 
provided  his  men  might  go  with  him,  they  to  be  on  one 
fide  of  the  meeting-houfe  and  the  Englilh  on  the  other. 
Philip  denied  that  he  had  any  further  purpofe  in  bringing 
his  men  together  and  arming  them,  than  to  defend  himfelf 
from  any  attacks  which  might  be  made  by  the  Narraganfet 
Indians,  fome  of  whom  had  been  engaged  in  quarrels  with 
fome  of  his  people  ;  but  upon  inquiry  it  appeared,  that  he 
was  on  better  terms  with  the  Narraganfets  than  ever  before  ; 
and  plentiful  evidence  being  produced  of  his  preparations 
both  of  ammunition  and  provisions,  and  of  parties  of  his 
men  being  deltined  for  the  attack  of  Taunton,  Seaconk, 
and  other  places,  he  was  confounded,  and  made  a  full  con- 
fefiion.  Such  improvement  was  made  of  it  by  the  corn- 
mifiioners,  that  they  required  of  him  fatisfaftion  for  pall 
damages  and  fecurity  againft  future  injuries.  The  firft  was 
not  long  infilled  on  ;  but  with  refpect  to  the  latter,  he  was 
prevailed  on  to  deliver  up  what  Englifh  arms  he  then  had 
with  him,  being  about  70  guns,  and  to  promife  to  fend  in 
the  remainder  in  a  few  days.  A  writing  was  alfo  drawn 
up,  which  he  confented  to  fign,  acknowledging  his  pad 
breach  of  faith,  and  promising  future  fidelity.* 

The  lofs   of  fo  many  guns  mull  have  been  grievous  to 

Philip 

*  "  Taunton,  12th  April,  1 67  r.  Whereas  my  father,  my  brother,  and  myfelf» 
have  formerly  fubmitted  ourfelves,  our  country,  and  cur  people,  unto  the  King's 
Majefty  of  England  and  colony  .of  New- Plymouth,  by  folemn  covenant  under  our 
hands,  but  I  having  of  late,  through  my  indifcietion  and  the  naughtinefs  of  my 
heart,  violated  and  broken  thisyiny  covenant  with  my  friends,  by  taking  up  arms 
with  evil  intent  againft  them,  and  that  groundlefsly,  and  being  now  deeply  lenli- 
ble  of  my  unfaithfulnefs  and  folly,  delire  at  this  time  folemnly  to  renew  my 
covenant  with  my  ancient  friends  and  my  father's  friends  above-mentioned,  and 
do  delire  this  may  teftify  to  the  world  againft  rne,  if  ever  I  fhall  again  fail  in  my 
faithfulnefs  towards  them  (that  I  have  now  and  at  all  times  found  fo  kind  to  me) 
or  any  other  of  the  Englilh  colonies.  And  as  a  real  pledge  of  my  true  intention 
for  the  future  to  be  faithful  and  friendly,  I  do  freely  engage  to  relign  up  to  the 
government  of  New-Plymouth  all  my  Englifh  arms,  to  be  kept  by  them  for  their 
Security,   fo  long  as  they  fhall  fee  reafon.     For  the  true  performance  of  the 

piemifcs 
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Philip  at  a  time  when  he  only  waited  a  good  opportunity 
of  falling  upon  the  Englifh.  Kis  fubmitting  to  the  ack- 
nowledgment in  writing  was  of  no  confequence.  The  In- 
dians in  general  will  promife  any  thing  required  of  them, 
to  remove  an  impending  danger,  or  to  procure  an  imme- 
diate benefit,  and  they  regard  fuch  promifes  not  a  minute 
longer  than  it  is  for  their  advantage  to  do  it.  When 
Philip  was  at  liberty,  he  thought  no  more  of  his  engage- 
ments ;  the  guns  were  not  brought  in,  and  he  hmifelf  re- 
fufed  to  come  to  Plymouth,  when  required.  Many  flrange 
Indians  reforted  to  him.  On  the  23d  of  Auguft  Mr. 
Morton,  fecretary,  in  the  name  of  the  court  of  Plymouth, 
wrote  to  the  Mailachufetts  governor,  to  be  communicated 
to  the  council,  acquainting  him,  that  they  had  iummoned 
Philip  to  appear  on  the  13th  of  September;  that  if  he  did 
not  do  it  they  had  determined  on  the  20th  to  fend  tut 
forces  to  reduce  him  to  reafon,  unlefs  better  reaibn  fhould 
feafonably  appear  to  them,  by  the  Mailachufetts  advice, 
to  prevent  it ;  that  it  was  a  common  caufe,  and  they 
fhould  well  accept  of  affiftance  ;  but  it  was  plainly  inti- 
mated, that  if  aid  fhould  be  reiufed  they  would  engage  a- 
lone.  Philip  happened  to  come  to  Bolton,  with  his  coun- 
fellors,  the  fame  day  the  letter  was  received,  and  represent- 
ed his  cafe  fo  favourably  to  the  governor  and  council,  that, 
in  their  anfwer  to  Plymouth,  they  urged  that  government 
to  refer  the  difference  between  Philip  and  them  to  com- 
miflioners  from  Mafiachufetts  and  Connecticut.*  Plyr 
mouth  declined  this  propofal,  and  infilled  on  Philip's  ap* 
pearance  at  the  time  propofed  ;}-  but  finally  Mailachufetts 

declaring 

premifes  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand,    together    with    the    reft    of"  my   council. 

In  the  pit-fence  of  The  maik  of  Philip,  chief  fachem  P 

Wra.  Davis  The  mark  of  Tacafoe  V 

Win.  Hudfon  The  mark  of  Capt.  Wifpalh   7" 

Tho.  Brattle."  The  mark  of  Woukaponkanet  T 

The  mark  of  Nimrod  L 

*  At  this  time  there  was  a  breach  in  the  union  between  the  colonies  from  fome 
nvifunderftandings,  but  the  next  year,  1672,  it  was  healed,  and  fome  alterations 
made  in  the  articles. 

+  The  nature  of  Philip's  fubjecUon  to  the  government  of  Plymouth  was  in- 
quired into  upon  this  occafion  by' Mailachufetts.  They  fay,  in  their  letter  of  the 
fcth  or"  September,  "  We  do  not  underftand  how  far  he  hath  fubjeckd  himfelf  to 
you  i  but  the  treatment  you  have  given  him,  and  proceedings  towards  him,  do 
not  render  him  fuch  a  fubjetf,  as  that  if  there  be  not  a  prefent  anfwering  to  Sum- 
mons 
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declaring  that  there  did  not  appear  fufficient  grounds  for 
commencing  hostilities,  Plymouth  confented  to  give  Phil- 
ip further  tinle  until  the  26th,  promifed  him  fafe  conduct, 
and  deilred  commiffioners  from  Maiiachufetts  and  Con- 
necticut to  be  prefent  and  give  advice.  Whilit  Philip 
was  at  Bofton  he  engaged  that  he  would  not  enter  into  a 
quarrel  with  Plymouth  until  he  had  nrft  addrefled  himlelf 
to  Maiiachufetts  for  advice  and  approbation. 

The  mediators  met  at  Plymouth,  and  matters  feemed 
to  be  accommodated  ;  Philip  figned  to  iuch  articles  as  it 
was  thought  reafonable  he  mould  do,  and  were  as  follows : 

"  We,  Philip,  and  my  council,  and  my  lubjects,  do 
acknowledge  ourfelves  fubjed  to  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  England  and  the  government  of  New-Plymouth,  and 
to  their  laws. 

"  adly.  I  am  willing  and  do  promife  to  pay  unto  the 
government  of  Plymouth  one  hundred  pounds  in  Inch 
things  as  I  have,  but  I  would  entreat  the  favour  that  I  might 
have  three  years  to  pay  it  in,  iorafmuch  as  I  cannot  do  it  at 
prefent. 

"  3dly.  I  do  promife  to  fend  unto  the  governor,  or 
whom  he  mall  appoint,  live  wolves  heads,  if  I  can  get 

them, 

mons  there  fhould  prefently  be  a  proceeding  to  hoftilities  ;  and  tlie  fword  once 
drawn  and  dipped  in  Wood  may  make  him  as  independent  upon  you  as  you  arc 
upon  him."  Notwithstanding  that  in  the  treaties  from  time  to  time  the  Indian1; 
have  acknowledged  themfelves  lubjects  to  the  Kings  of  England,  yet  they  itiil 
retained,  in  their  idea  of  fubjection,  a  degree  of  independency  which  Engliih  fub- 
jeds  have  no  pretence  to.  The  fix  nations  go  no  farther  than  to  call  the  great 
King  their  father.  They  never  call  themfelves  fubjeds.  When  Philip  was  af 
Bofton  In  1671,  and  the  letters  which  had  been  received  from  Plymouth  were 
read  to  him,  he  exprelied  himfelf  before  the  governor  and  council  as  follows  : 
"  That  his  predecefibrs  had  been  friendly  with  Plymouth  governors,  and  an  en- 
gigement  of  that  nature  was  made  by  his  father  and  renewed  by  his  brother,  and 
(when  he  took  the  government)  by  himfelf ;  but  they  were  only  agreements  fcr 
amity,  and  not  for  fubjection,  any  further,  as  he  apprehends  ;  he  delircd  to  fee  a 
copy  of  the  engagement  they  fpeak  of,  and  that  the  governor  of  Maiiachufetts 
would  procure  it  for  him.  He  knew  not  that  they  were  fubjeds.  Praying  In-, 
dians  were  fubjed  to  Maiiachufetts,  and  had  officers  and  magiftrates,  appointed  ; 
they  had  no  fuch  thing  with  them,  and  therefore  were  not  fubjed."  ( Majf  files.) 
In  the  feveral  treaties  between  Maiiachufetts  and  the  eaftern  Indians,  from  Sir 
William  Phips's  treaty  in  1693  down  to  the  laft  treaty  of  peace  in  1749.  tne  *n* 
dians  have  always  acknowledged  fubjection  to  the  srown  of  England  ;  notwith- 
standing fuch  agreements,  they  have  remained  as  independent  of  the  Maiiachu- 
fetts government  as  they  were  before  any  treaty  was  made  with  them.  When, 
they  call  the  King  their  fovereign,  perhaps  they  have  no  other  idea  than  the  Six 
Nations  have  when  they  call  him  father.  It  is  indeed  at  this  day  of  nc  other  im- 
portance than  a  matter  of  mere  fpeculation,  the  eaftern  Indians,  the  fubjeds  of 
thefe  treaties,  if  the  remains  of  all  their  tribes  were  colleded  into  one,  not  de- 
ferving  the  name  of  a  nation3  and  in  a  few  year*  more  they  will  be  extincl. 
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them,  or  as  many  as  I  can  procure,  until  they  come  to 
five  wolves  yearly. 

"  4thly.  If  any  difference  fail  between  the  Englifh  and 
myfelf  and  people,  then  1  do  promife  to  repair  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  Plymouth  to  rectify  the  difference  amongft  us. 

"  5thly.  I  do  promife  not  to  make  war  with  any  but 
with  the  governor's  approbation  of  Plymouth. 

"  6thly.  I  promife  not  to  difpofe  of  any  of  the  lands 
that  I  have  at  preient,  but  by  the  approbation  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  Plymouth. 

"  For  the  true  performance  of  the  premifes,  I  the  faid 
Sachem  Philip  of  Pavvkamauket  do  hereby  bind  myfelf 
and  fuch  of  my  council  as  are  prefent,  ourfelves,  our  heirs, 
our  fucceffors,  faithfully.  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have 
hereunto  fubferibed  cur  hands  the  day  and  year  above  writ- 
en.*  The  mark  P  of  Philip  the 
"  In  the  prefence  of  Sachem  of  Pavvkamauket. 

the  court  and  divers  The  mark    9   ofUncompan. 

bf  the  gentlemen  of  ^,  ,    r     r  w^* 

.1       a  t  rr    i    r  -The  mark       or    WotoKom. 

the    MafTachufetts  _,  .    L      r    c 

tod  Connecticut."  Thc   mark  7  of  famkana. 

The  Englifh  have  been  charged  by  fome  writers  with 
acts  of  injuflice  to  tlie  Indians,  which  have  provoked  them, 
and  occafioned  the  frequent  wars.  There  have  been  many 
inftances  of  abuies  offered  to  particular  perfons  among  the 
Indians  by  evil-minded  Englishmen  ;  and  the  inhabitants 
of  feme  parts  of  the  province  which  have  fuffcred  rnpft  by 
Indian  cruelties  may  have  been  under  too  ftrong  prejudices, 
and  by  this  means  offenders,  when  brought  upon  trial,  may 
have  been  acquitted  by  too  favourable  juries.  We  are  too 
apt  to  consider  thc  Indians  as  a.  race  of  beings  by  nature 
inferior  to  us,  and  born  to  fervitude.  Philip  was  a  man  of 
a  high  fpirit,  and  could  not  bear  to  fee  the  Englifh  of 
New-Plymouth  extending  their  fettlements  over  the  do- 
minions of  his  anceftors  ;  and  although  his  father  had,  at 
one  time  or  other,  conveyed  to  them  all  that  they  were 

poffeiled 

*  There  is  no  date  to  the  printed  articles  in  Mr.  Hubbard's  biftory  of  the  war. 

An  Englilhman  was  found  dead,  having  been  (hot  through  the  body,  in  Ded- 
ham  woods",  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  i6n  ;  an  Indian,  the  fuppofed  murderer, 
was  taken  and  imprifoned,  whether  executed  or  not  1  do  not  find)  but  it  kept 
the  colony  in  an  alarm  for  fome  time. 
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poffefTed  of,  yet  he  had  feilfe  enough  to  diftinguiiTi  a  free, 
voluntary  covenant  from  one  made  under  a  fort  of  du- 
refle/and  he  could  never  reft  until  lie  brought  on  the  war 
which  ended  in  his  deif.ruet.ion.  The  eaflern  wars  have 
been  caufed  by  the  attachment  of  thofe  Indians  to  the 
French,  who  have  taken  all  opportunities  of  exciting  them 
to  hoftilities  againfl  the  Englilh. 

From  1671  to  16 74*  we  meet  with  no  tranfaction  of 
moment  relative  to  the  Indians ;  but  it  is  affirmed  th<  t 
Philip  was  all  this  time  ufing  meafures  to  engage  the  In- 
dians in  all  parts  of  New-England  to  unite  again  ft  the  Eng- 
lifh.  The  Indians  about  Hadley  confeiled  fuch  a  plot. 
The  Narraganfets  had  engaged  to  bring  four  thoufand  men. 
This  could  not  be  done  immediately.  The  Engliih  were 
upon  the  watch.  Some  fire-arms  had  been  taken  from  the 
Indians.  To  provide  fufficient  arms,  ammunition  and 
provisions,  whiift  under  lufpicion,  was  a  work  of  time. 
They  did  not  expect  to  be  prepared  before  the  fpring  of 
1676  j  but  Philip  precipitated  his  ownmation  and  his  allies 

into 

*  In  May  1672  the  union  between  the  three  colonies,  being  renewed  by  com- 
rnitTioners,  was  ratified  by  the  general  court  at  Bofton.  They  were  to  meet  now 
but  once  in  three  years,  unlefs  upon  extraordinary  occasions.  The  proportion  of 
men  for  any  general  fervice  was  fettled  for  1  >  years  to  come  as  follows,  viz.  Maf- 
fachufetts  100,  Plymouth  30,  Connecticut  6o- 

May  28th,  1672,  war  was  proclaimed  agamft  the  Dutch  in  Bofton,  in  confc 
jiuence  of  the  King's  declaration  of  war  publilhed  in  England-  This  was  them:* 
inftance  of  any  public  declaration  of  war  in  the  colony.  In  the  Dutch  wars  in  iiic 
time  of  the  Parliament  and  Cromwell,  and  in  the  former  war  after  the  reftoration, 
until  forces  came  to  reduce  the  Manhadoes,  corrcfpondcnce  and  commerce  contin- 
ued bst.veen  the  colonics  notwithstanding  the  war  in  Europe. 

March  21  ft,  1673,  the  cattle  at  the  entrance  of  Bolton  harbour,  being  of  timber, 
was  burnt  down  by  accident.  A  new  fortrefs  of  ftone  was  erected,  laid  then  to 
be  a  ftrong  work. 

In  Auguft  the  fame  year,  advice  came  to  Bofton  that  the  Dutch,  after  taking 
feveral  (hips  at  Virginia,  had  poU'eiled  themfelves  of  New- York,  wfrUit  Col. 
Lovelace  the  governor  was  at  New-Haven,  and  that  the  Duteh  force  was^Syund 
further  northward.  This  intelligence  caufed  a  great  alarm  in  the  colony.  The 
caftle  having  been  deftroyed  not  long  belore,  Bofton  was  lefs  capable  of  defence. 
The  belt  preparations  were  made  which  could  be  made.  The  Dutch  fleet  return- 
ed to  Europe. 

This  acquttition  was  accidental,  according  to  the  account  given  by  the  Dutch 
at  New- York.  Four  Hollanders  and  three  Zealanders  met  ofFMartinico,  one  fida 
with  French,  the  other  Englilh  colours,  and  prepared  to  fight,  until  by  huilting 
their  proper  colours  they  better  underftood  one  another.  They  then  joined  to- 
gether and  agreed  upon  an  expedition  to  Virginia  and  New- York.  The  Dutch 
Guinea  fleet  was  intended  for  rite  fame  fervice,  but  thefe  other  lhips  faved  them 
the  trouble.      MS  account  of  a  tn-j/lige  from  Hartford  to  New-York. 

A  collection  was  made  in  1672  for  rebuilding  Harvard-colle.ge,  amounting  to 
1895/.  2/  yd.  The  town  of  Bofton  gathered  800/.  of  which  100/.  was  given  by 
Sir  Thomas  Temple,  as  true  a  gentleman,  fays  Doctor  Mather,  as  ever  fat  tool 
£ii  tiu  American  ftraad. 
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into  a  war  before  they  were  prepared.  This  was  evident 
from  the  diffraction  of  tke  Indians  in  all  parts  of  New- 
England  j  upon  the  firft  news  of  the  difturban.ee  from  Philip. 
They  were  amazed,  not  knowing  which  way  to  turn,  ibme- 
times  ready  to  declare  for  the  Englifh,  as  they  had  been 
ufed  to  do  in  the  former  contefts  with  Philip ;  at  other 
times  inclining  to  join  with  Philip,  as  firft  or  laft  mod  of 
them  did.  The  war  was  hurried  on  by  a  piece  of  revenge, 
which  Philip  caufed  to  be  taken  upon  John  Saufaman,  a 
praying  Indian.  Pie  had  been  bred  up  in  the  profefliofi 
of  the  chriftian  religion,  was  fome  time  at  the  college,  and 
afterwards  employed  as  a  fchoolmafter  at  Natick,  but  upon 
fome  mifdemeanor  fled  to  Philip,  who  made  him  his  iecre- 
tary  and  chief  counfcllor  and  confidant.  After  remaining 
fome  years  with  Philip,  Mr.  Eliot,  the  Indian  cvangelift, 
who  had  been  his  fpi  ritual  father,  prevailed  with  him  to 
return  to  the  chriftian  Indians  at  Natick,  where  he  mani-' 
felted  public  repentance  for  his  apoflacy,  and  became  a 
preacher,  and  conformed  more  to  the  Englifh  manners  than 
any  other  Indian,  In  the  year  1674  Saufaman  upon  fome 
occafion  went  to  Namaiket  (Middleborough)  where  he  fell 
into  company  vvith  fome  of  Philip's  Indians,  and  with  Philip 
himfl'lf.  There  he  dilcovcred  by  feveral  circumflances 
that  the  Indians  were  plotting  againfl  the  Englifh.  He 
informed  the  governor  what  he  had  difcovered,  and  told 
him  that  if  he  mould  be  known  to  be  the  informer  it  would 
coft  him  his  life.  It  was  not  long  after,  that  Saufaman 
was  met  by  three  or  four  Indians  upon  a  frozen  pond  j 
they  knocked  him  down  and  put  him  under  the  ice,  leav- 
ing his  gun  and  hat  upon  the  ice  to  make  the  world  believe 
that  he  accidentally  fell  in  and  was  drowned.  When  the 
body  was  found  and  taken  up,  the  wounds  appeared  upon 
his  head.  An  Indian  happened  to  be  upon  a  hill  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  faw  the  murder  committed  :  he  concealed  it  for 
fome  time,  but  at  length  difcovered  it.  The  murderers 
were  apprehended,  tried  upon  the  Indian's  teftimony  and 
other  circumftances,  convicted  and  executed,  two  of  them 
denying  the  fact  to  the  laft,  the  third,  when  he  came  to 
die,  confefiing  he  was  a  fpeclator  of  the  murder  committed 
by  the  other  two.      This  trial  was  at  Plymouth,  in  June, 

1675* 
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1675.*  Philip,  enraged  to  fee  the  immediate  aclors  brought 
to  punishment  by  the  Englifh  laws,  and  expecting  that  it 
would  be  his  own  turn  next,  being  confcious  that  the  mur- 
derers were  employed  by  him,  took  no  pains  to  exculpate 
himfelf,  but  gathered  what  ftrangers  he  could,  and  together 
with  his  own  men  marched  them  up  and  down  the  country 
in  arms.  The  Engliih  of  Plymouth  ordered  a  military 
watch  in  every  town,  but  took  no  other  notice  of  the  Indians' 
behaviour,  hoping  that  when  Philip  faw  no  meafures  were 
ufe-d  for  apprehending  him,  the  threatened  ttorm  would 
blow  over,  as  it  had  done  feveral  times  before.  But  the 
Indians  coming  in  to  him  from  feveral  quarters  gave  him 
freOi  courage,  and  he  behaved  with  infolence,  finfc  threat- 
ening the  Eugltlh  at  Svvanzey,  then  killing  fome  of  their 
cattle,  and  at  length  rifling  their  houfes.-f-  An  Englishman 
was  fo  provoked,  that  he  fired  upon  an  Indian 'and  wound- 
ed him. I  June  24th,  in  the  morning,  one  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Rehoboth  was  tired  upon  by  a  party  of  Indians, 
and  the  hilt  of  his  fword  (hot  ofF.§  The  fame  day  in  the 
afternoon,  being  a  fait,  as  Swanzey  people  were  coming 
from  public  worlhip,  the  Indians  attacked  them,  killed 
one  and  wounded  others,  and  killed  two  men  who  were 
going  for  a  furgeon,  befet  a  houie  in  another  part  of  the 
town  and  there  murdered  fix  more.  Maifachufetts,  before 
this,  had  determined  to  raife  100  men  for  the  affiftance  of 
Plymouth  ;  but   before  they  marched  it  was  thought  bed 

to 

*  Mr.  Window,  governor  of  Plymouth,  writes  to  Mr.  Leveret,  the  Mafi'achu- 
fetts  governor,  July  4,  1675 — »«  I  do  iblemnly  profefs  we  know  not  anything  from 
us  that  might  put  Philip  upon  thele  motions,  nor  have  heard  that  he  pretends  to 
have  fufteied  any  wrong  from  us,  lave  only  that  we  had  killed  fome  Indians  and 
intended  to  fend  for  himlcif  for  the  murder  of  John  Saufaman.  The  laft  that  was 
executed  this  week  confeil'ed  that  he  faw  the  other  two  do  the  murder.  Neither 
had  we  any  thoughts  to  command  him  in  about  it."  This  action  of  Philip  in  pro- 
earing  the  death  of  Saufaman  has  always  been  pronounced  to  be  a  moft  heinous 
•rime.  Philip  no  doubt  conlidered  him  as  a  traitor  and  renegade  who  had 
jultly  forfeited  his  life.  The  Indians  left  murderers  to  the  revenge  of  relations 
and  friends,  but  punifhed  traitors  by  public  execution. 

+  In  1 67 1  he  confeffed  that  he  intended  to  provoke  the  Englifh  to  begin  with 
him  firft.  At  this  time  a  whimfical  opinion  prevailed,  that  the  fide  which  du* 
the  firft  execution,  would  finally  be  conquered. 

J  This  is  faid  to  be  the  firft  gun.         (Hubbvcl.} 

S  Governor  Window's  letter  24th  of  June 
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to  fend  mcfTengers  to  Philip  at  Mount  Hope*  to  divert 
him  from  his  defign  if  pofiible  ;  but  the  meffengers,  feeing 
fome  of  the  Swanzey  men  lying  murdered  in  the  road,  did 
not  think  it  fafe  to  go  any  further,  and  returned  as  fart  as 
as  they  could  with  this  intelligence  to  Bolton.  On  the 
26th,  a  foot  company  under  Capt.  Henchman,  and  a  troop 
under  Capt.  Prentice,  marched  from  Bofton  towards  Mount 
Hope,  and  were  overtaken  by  another  company  of  1 10 
volunteers  under  Capt.  Mofely,-j~  and  all  arrived  at  Swan- 
zey the  28th,  where  they  found  Plymouth  forces  under 
Capt.  Cuclworth.  They  made  the  minifter's  houfe  (Mr. 
Miles  J)  near  the  bridge,  their  head  quarters.  About  a 
dozen  of  the  troop  went  immediately  over  the  bridge, 
where  they  were  fired  upon  from  out  of  the  bullies,  one 
killed  and  one  wounded.  This  action  drew  the  body  of 
the  Englilh  forces  after  the  enemy,  whom  they  purfued  a 
mile  or  two  until  they  took  to  a  lwamp,  killing  about  half 
a  dozen  of  them.  Philip  thought  it  Deft  to  quit  his  ftation 
at  Mount  Hope.  A  day  or  two  after,  Major  Savage,§  be- 
ing arrived  with  more  forces  from  Bofton,  and  a  general 
command,  marched  into  the  Indian  towns,j|  which  they 
found  deferted,  with  marks  of  great  hafte.  They  difcov- 
ered  Philip's  wigwam  amongft  the  reft.  They  met  with 
none  of  the  enemy.  The  next  day  they  returned  to  their 
head  quarters  at  Swanzey.  It  is  not  my  defign  to  enter 
into  every  m'inute  circumftance  of  the  war.*[     The  Mafla- 

chufetts 

*  Philip's  chkf  feat  of  government  was  at  Mount  Hope,  but  lie  removed  to 
other  places  for  hunting  and  filhing,  particularly  to  Namafket  or  Middleborou^h, 
and  he  had  a  hunting  houfe  in  Taunton,  near  a  fwamp  o:  pond  called  the  fowling 
pond,  which  has  been  fince  fet  ofif  from  Taunton  ami  with  other  lands  made  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Raynham.  In  1763  a  jury  which  went  to  view  fome  con- 
troverted bounds  were  fatisfied  that  they  had  difcovered  the  ruins  of  Philip's 
houfe,  and  the  hearth  where  he  ufed  to  cook,  covered  over  with  earth,  the  coals 
remaining  entire  to  that  time. 

+  Mofely  had  been  an  old  privateerer  at  Jamaica,  probably  of  fuch  as  were 
called  Bucaneers. 

%  This  was  the  baptift  minifter  mentioned  page  209. 

%  Mr.  Jofeph  Dudley,  then  member  for  Roxbury,  afterwards  governor  of  the 
province,  accompanied  him. 

(j  They  palled  through  many  fields  of  corn.     Hubbard. 

5  A  letter  to  London  mentions  an  inftance  of  heroilm  in  a  maid  fervant  of  one- 
Mr.  Minot  of  Dorchefter.  She  was  left  at  home  upon  a  Lord's  day  in  July, 
when  an  Indian  came  to  the  door,  and  finding  it  (hut,  attempted  the  window. 
When  Ihe  perceived    it    (be  tied  two  young  children  the  had  with  her  under  two 

bral's 
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chufetts  government  fcnt  Capt.  Hutchinfon  as  their  com- 
mifTioner  to  treat  with  the  Narraganfets.*  It  was  thought 
convenient  to  do  it  (word  in  hand,  therefore  all  the  forces 
marched  into  the  Narraganlet  country.  Connecticut  af- 
terwards lent  two  gentlemen  in  behalf  of  that  government, 
and  on  the  15th  of  July  they  came  to  an  agreement  with 
the  Narraganlet  Indians,  who  favoured  Philip  in  their 
hearts,  and  waited  only  a  convenient  opportunity  to  declare 
openly  for  him,  but  whilft  the  army  was  in  their  country 
were'  obliged  to  i'uhmit  to  terms  impofed  upon  them.-f- 

As 

brafis  kettles,  and  ran  up  ftairs  and  charged  a  mufket,  but  the  Indian  was  quicker 
than  the  was,  and  tired  tirft  and  miffed  her.  She  fired  and  thot  him  in  the 
lhoulder.  He  was  r;ot  lb  dilablcd  as  to  give  over  his  delign,  but  the  had  rcfolu- 
tiop  enough,  as  he  was  entering  the  window,  to  clap  a  (hovel  full  of  live  coals  to 
his  face,  which  caufed  him  to  flee,  and  marked  him  fo  that  he  was  known  when 
found  dead  in  the  woods  at  five  miles  diftame.  The  fame  letter  takes  notice  of 
Cornellis,  a  Dutchman  under  fentence  of  death  for  piracy,  but  pardoned  on  con- 
dition of  enlifting.  "  He  put  fued  Philip  fo  hard  that  he  got  his  cap  and  now 
v/cars  it.  The  general  finding  him  a  brave  man,  fent  him  with  a  command  of 
twelve  men  to  feout,  with  orders  to  return  in  three  hours  on  pain  of  death  :  he 
met  60  Indians  hauling  their  canoes  alhore  :  he  killed  13  and  took  8  alive,  and 
purfued  the  reft  as  far  as  he  could  go  for  fwamps,  and  on  his  return  burnt  all  the 
canoes.  The  exploit  took  up  eight  hours.  A  council  of  war  was  called,  and 
Cornellis  was  again  fentenced  to  die  for  breach  of  orders,  but  a  fecond  time  re- 
ceived his  pardon,  and  a  Ihort  time  after  was  fent  out  on  the  like  defign,  and 
brought  in  12  Indians  alive  and  two  fcalps." 

*  »<  We  do  judge  that  it  will  be  of  abfolute  neceffity  to  put  all  the  Indians 
that  are  neighbouring  to  the  Engliffi  to  the  left  of  their  fidelity — If  they  detire 
our  friendthip  they  mult  not  harbour  or  nourilh  any  that  are  our  declared  ene- 
mies ;  but  in  cafe  that  Philip  or  any  of  his  men,  women  or  children  be  fled  to 
them,  that  they  forthwith  deliver  them  up,  and  alfo  that  they  lend  hoftages  for 
lour  fecurity,  and  do  join  with  us  in  the  purfuit  and  conqueft  of  their  and  our 
'enemy  ;  this  we  judge  to  be  juft  and  equal  as  well  as  neceii'ary.  We  have  com- 
miffioned  Capt.  Hutchinfon  to  repair  to  Narraganfet  Indians,  who  will  bring  a 
ftnall  party  with  him,  and  will  have  a  view  to  the  forces  with  you  tor  his  aiiift- 
ance."      General  ccmii's  letter  to  Maj.  Savage,    'July  4,  1675. 

+  "  Articles,  covenant  and  agreement  had,  made  and  concluded  by  and  be- 
tween Maj.  Thomas  Savage,  Capt-  Edward  Hutchinfon,  and  Mr.  Jofeph  Dudley, 
in  behalf  of  the  government  of  Maflachufetts  colony,  and  Maj.  Wait  Winthrop 
and  Mr.  Richard  Smith  in  behalf  of  Connecticut  colony,  on  the  one  party,  and 
Agamaug,  Wan.pfti  alias  Corman,  Taitfoti,  Tawagefon,  counsellors  and  attorneys 
to  Canonicus,  Ninigret,  Mattatoag,  old  Queen  Qnaiapen,  Quananthit  and  Pom- 
ham,  the  fix  prefent  fachems  of  the  whole  Narraganlet  country,  on  the  other  par- 
ty, referring  to  feveraT  differences  and  troubles  lately  arifen  between  them,  and 
lor  a  final  conclulion  of  fettled  peace  and  amity  between  the  laid  fachems,  their 
heirs  and  fucceffors  forever,  and  the  governors  of  faid  Malfachuletts  and  their 
luccetl'ors  in  the  faid  government  forever. 

id.  That  all  and  every  of  the  faid  fachems  fiiall  from  time  to  time  carefully 
feize,  and,  living  or  dead,  deliver  unto  one  or  other  of  the  abovefaid  governments 
all  and  every  ot  Sachem  Philip's  fubjedts  whatfoever  that  lhall  come  or  be  found 
within  the  precinct  of  any  of  their  lands,  and  that  with  greatelt  diligence  and 
faithfulnefs. 

zd.  That  they  fhall  with  their  utmoft  ability  ufe  all  acts  of  boflility  againft  the 
/aid  Philip  and  his  fubjetts  entering  his  lands  or  any  other  lands  of  the  Englilh,  to 

kill 
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As  foon  as  the  treaty  was  finifhed,  the  forces  left  the 
Narraganfet  country,  and  came  to  Taunton  the  17th  in 
the  evening.     Hearing  thai;  Philip  was  in  a  fwafnp  at  Po- 

csffet, 

kill  and  destroy  the  faic*  enemv,  until  a  celTation  from  war  with  the  faid  enemy 
be  concluded  by  both  the  apovejaid  colonies. 

3d.  That  the  faid  fachems  by  themfclves  and  their  agents  (hall  carefully  fearch 
out  and  deliver  all  ftolen  goods  wbatfoever  taken  by  any  of  their  fubjeds  from 
the  Englilh,  whether  formerly  or  lately,  and  (hall  make  lull  fatisfadion  for  all 
wrong;,  or  injuries  done  to  the  eftaie  of  any  of  the  fubieds  of  the  feveral  colonics 
according  to  the  judgment  of  indifferent  men  in  cafe  of  difi'aiisfadion  between  the 
offenders  and  the  offended  parties,  or  deliver  the  offenders. 

4th.  That  all  preparations  for  war  or  ads  of  hoftility  againft  any  of  the  Englifh 
fubjeds,  fha!!  forever  for  the  future  ceafe,  together  with  all  manner  ef  thefts,  pil- 
fering*, killing  or  cattle,  or  any  manner  of  breach  of  peace  whatfoever,  fhall  with 
utmolt  care  be  prevented,  and  inftead  thereof,  their  ftrength  to  be  uied  as  a  guard 
round  about  the  Narraganfet  country  for  the  Englifh  inhabitants'  fafety  and  fetu- 
rity. 

5th.  In  token  of  the  abovefaid  fachems  reality  in  this  treaty  andconclufion,  and 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  feveral  Englilh  governments  and  fubjeds,  they  do  freely  de- 
liver unto  the  abevefaid  gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  the  abovefaid  colonies,  John 
Wobcquob,  Weochin,  Pewkes,  Wcnew,  four  of  their  near  kinfmen  and  choice 
friends,  to  be  and  remain  as  hoftawes  in  feveral  places  of  the  Englilh  jurifdidion, 
at  the  appointment  of  the  honourable  governor;  of  the  abovefaid  colonics,  there  to 
be  civilly  treated,  not  as  prifoners,  but  othenvife  at  their  honours'  difcretion,  un- 
til the  abovrfaid  articles  are  fully  accomplished  to  the  latisfadion  of  the  feveral 
governors,  the  departure  of  any  of  them  in  the  mean  time  to  be  accounted  a 
breach  of  the.peace  of  thefe  prefent  articles. 

6th.-  The  laid  gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  the  governments  to  which  they  do  belong, 
do  engage  to  every  of  the  faid  fachems  and  their  fubjeds,  that  if  tiity  or  any  of 
them  fliall  feize  and  bring  into  either  of  the  abovciaid  Englilh  governments,  or  to 
Mr.  Smith,  inhabitant  of  Narraganfet,  Philip  fachem  aiive,  he  or  they  fo  deliv- 
ering lhall  receive  for  then  pains,  forty  trucking  cloth  coats  ;  in  cafe  they  bring 
his  head,  they  (hall  have  twenty  like  good  coats  paid  rhem  ;  lor  every  living  fub- 
jed  of  faid  Philip,  fo  delivered,  the  deliverer  fhal;  receive  two  coats,  and  lor  every 
bead  owe  coat,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  fervice  herein,  making  it  appear  to  fatisfac- 
tion  that  the  heads  or  perfons  are  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  that  they  are  of 
their  feizure. 

7th.  The  faid  fachems  do  renew  and  confirm  unto  the  Englifh  inhabitants  c>r 
others,  all  former  giants,  la'ej,  bargains  or  conveyances  of  lands,  meadow,  tim- 
ber, grafs,  (tones,  or  whatever  elfe  the  Englifh  may  have  heretofore  bought,  or 
quietly  poficiled  and  enjojed,  to  be  unto  them  and  their  heirs  and  ali.gi.s  forever, 
as  alio  a!l  former  articles  made  with  the  confederate  eclo:<ie.-. 
.  Laftly.  The  faid  counfellois  and  attorneys  do  premeditately,  ferioufly,  and 
with  good  advice,  covenant,  conclude  and  agree  all  abovefaid  folemnly;  and  call 
Cod  to  witnefs,  they  are,  and  lhall  remain  true  friends  to  the  Englifh  govern- 
ments, and  perform  the  abovefaid  articles  pundually,  udng  their  utnioft  endeav- 
our, care  and  faithfulnefs  therein.  In  witnefs  whereof  they  have  fei  their  hand* 
and  feals.  Petaquamlcct,  July  15,  1675. 

Signed,  fealcd  and  delivered  in   the  Tawagefon  his  mark    C 

presence     ol      us     under-written, 

being  carefully  interpreted  to  the  Taytfon    his  mark        O 

faid  Indians  before  fealing,  — - 

Daniel  Henchman  Agamaug  his  mark        / 

Thomas  Prentice  Wampfh  alias  Gorman     V* 

Nicholas    Page  hh  mark 

Joi'eph  S-.ant  in  interpreter 

Heory  Mjwiaws 

I'c.    q   Euckow 

Job  Neff." 
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caifet,  the  Maffachufetts  and  Plymouth  forces  joined,  and 
arrived  at  the  fwamp  the  18th,  which  they  refolutely  en- 
!.  They  found  about  one  hundred  wigwams  empty. 
The  enemy  had  deferred  them,  and  retired  deeper  into  the 
fwamp.  The  English  followed,  but  indiforder,  which  was 
inevitable,  penetrating  a  thick  fwamp.  They  found  they 
were  In  danger  one  from  another,  every  man  firing  at  every 
bufh  he  law  ihake.  Night  coming  on,  it  was  necefTary  to 
retreat.  They  loft  fifteen  men.  How  many  they  killed 
of  the  enemy  is  uncertain.  It  was  an  unfuccefsful  attempt, 
and  the  more  unfortunate  becaufe,  as  they  were  afterwards 
informed,  Philip  was  in  fuch  diftreis  that  if  they  had  fol- 
lowed him  half  an  hour  longer  he  would  have  furrendered 
himfelf  and  his  men,  which  would  have  put  an  end  to  the 
war.*  This  difappointment  encouraged-  the  Indians  in 
other  parts  of  New-England  to  follow  Philip's  example, 
and  begin  their  hoililities  againft  the  Englifh.  Some  few 
had  begun  before.  The  Nipnet  or  Nipmuck  Indians  had 
killed  four  or  rive  people  at  Mendon,  in  the  Mallachufetts 
colony,  the  14th  of  July.  The  governor  and  council,  in 
hopes  of  reclaiming  the  Nipnets,  lent  Capt.  Hutchinfon 
with  twenty  horfemen  to  Quabaog  (Brookfleld)  near  which 
place  there  was  to  be  a  great  rendezvous  of  thofe  Indians. 
The  inhabitants  of  Quabaog  had  been  deluded  with  the 
promife  of  a  treaty,  at  a  place  agreed  upon,  the  2d  of  Au- 
guft.  Some  of  the  principal  of  them  accompanied  Capt. 
Hutchinfon  thither.  Not  finding  the  Indians  there,  they 
rode  forward  four  or  five  miles,  towards  the  Nipnets'  chief 
town.  When  they  came  to  a  place  called  Meminimiilet, 
a  narrow  paiTage  between  a  fteep  hill  and  a  thick  fwamp, 
they  were  ambufhed  by  two  or  three  hundred  Indians,  who 
(hot  down  eight  of  the  company,  and  mortally  wounded 
three  more,  Capt.  Hutchinfon  -j-  being  G112  of  the  number. 

The 

*   Mather's  hiftery  of  the  war. 

A  lettt-r  from  Bolton  to  London,  Nov.  10,  1675,  fays,  that  a  brother  of  Philip'?* 
a  ptivf  co.inl'ellor  and  chief  captain,  who  had  been  educated  at  Harvard  college, 
was  killed  in  this  right. 

I  Cipt.  Hutchinfon  was  carried  to  Quabaog,  and  afterwards  to  Marlborough, 
where  he  died  the  19th  of  Auguft. 

"  Captain  Hutchinfon  had  a  very  eortfiderable  farm  thereabouts,  and  hadocca- 
fion  to  employ  feveral  of  the  Nipm'ug  i'achem's  men  in  tilling  and  ploughing  the 

,  ouadj 
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The  reft  efcaped  through  a  by  path  to  Quabaog.  The  In- 
dians flocked  into  the  town ;  but  the  inhabitants,  being 
alarmed,  had  all  gathered  together  in  the  principal  hcufe. 
'They  had  the  mortification  to  fee  all  their  dwelling  houfes, 
about  twenty,  with  their  barns  and  out-houfes,  burnt.  The 
houfe  where  they  had  afiembled  was  then  iurrounded,  and 
a  variety  of  attempts  made  to  let  fire  to  it.  At  length  the 
Indians  filled  a  cart  with  hemp  and  other  combuftible 
matter,  which  they  kindled,  and,  whilft  they  were  thrufting 
it  towards  the  houfe,  a  violent  fhower  of  rain  fell  fuddenly 
and  extinguished  the  fire.*  Auguft  4th,  Major  Willard, 
who  had  been  lent  after  iome  other  Indians  weftward,  heard 
of  the  diftrefs  of  Brookfieid  when  he  was  about  four  or  five 
miles  from  Lancafler,  which  caufed  him,  with  48  men,  to 
alter  his  courfe,  and  the  fame  night  he  reached  Brookfieid, 
after  30  miles  march  ;  and  though  the  Indian  fcouts  dis- 
covered him  and  fired  their  alarm  guns,  yet  the  main  body, 
from  their  high  joy,  always  accompanied  with  a  horrid 
noife,  heard  nothing  of  them.  Willard  joined  the  beiieg- 
ed,~j-  and  the  Indians  immediately  poured  in  all  the  fhot 
they  could,  but  without  execution,  and  then  quitted  the 
liege,  and  deftroyed  all  the  horfes  and  cattle  they  could 
find,  and  withdrew  to  their  dens.  They  were  not  purfuedj, 
being  much  fuperior  in  numbers.  The  Englifh  were  not 
yet  ufed  to  fighting.  A  party  likewife  were  fent  from 
Springfield  to  the  relief  of  Brookfieid.  Finding  it  effected, 
they  returned,  meeting  none  of  the  enemy.  Philip  and 
his  people  continued  in  the  fwamp  at  Pocafiet  until  the 
laft  of  July.  After  feveral  fkirmifnes  with  Captain  Church 
and  other  parties,  they  efcaped  from  the  fwamp,  notwith- 
standing the  Mafiachufetts  forces  kept  their  guards  round 

it, 

ground,  and  thereby  lie  was  known  by  face  to  many  of  them.  The  fachems  fent 
word  they  would  fpeak  with  none  but  Capt.  Hutchinfon  himfelf,  and  appointed 
a  meeting  at  fuch  a  tree  and  fuch  a  time.  The  guide  that  conducted  him  and 
thofe  that  were  with  him  through  the  woods,  brought  them  to  a  fwamp  not  far 
c>rl'  Die  appointed  place,  out  of  which  thofe  Indians  ran  all  at  once  and  lulled  fix- 
teen  men  and  wounded  feveral  others,  of  which  wounds  Capt.  Hutchinfon  after- 
wards died,  whofe  death  is  the  more  lamented  in  that  his  mother  and  feveral  oth- 
ers of  his  relations  died  by  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  now  above  30  years  fince." 
Letter  /«  Lond-jH,  N«v.   10,  1675. 

*  Hubbard.  Mr.  Mather  takes  no  notice  of  the  rain,  but  fays  Willard  came 
upon  the  Indians  and  prevented  the  execution. 

+  Mr.  Maine*  fays,  he  fet  upon  the  Indians  and  caufed  them  to  turn  their 
backs. 
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it,  and  went  away  to  the  weft  ward,  without  being  very 
closely  purfued  ;  the  reafon  of  which,  Mr.  Hubbard  fays, 
it  is  better  to  fufpend  than  too  critically  to  inquire  into. 
The  5th  of  Auguft,  Philip,  with  about  forty  men,  befides 
women  and  children,  joined  the  Nipmuck  Indians  in  a 
fwamp  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  Brookfield.*  The  In- 
dians upon  Connecticut  river,  near  Hadlcy,  Hatfield  and 
Deerfield,  began  their  hoftilities  about  the  fame  time;  as 
alfo  thofe  at  Penicook  and  other  places  upon  Merrimack 
river  ;  fo  that  before  the  end  of  Auguft  the  whole  Mafla- 
chufetts  colony  was  in  the  utmoft  terror.  Philip  having 
left  Plymouth,  and  the  Narraganfets  not  having  engaged, 
that  colony  was  lets  affected.  There  were  feveral  fkir- 
miflies  about  Hatfield,  viz.  at  Sugarloaf-hill,  at  Deerfield 
and  Squakeag  (Northfield)  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  and 
beginning  of  September,  in  which  the  Englifti,  upon  the 
whole,  were  lofers.  September  the  ift,  Hadley  was  at- 
tacked upon  a  faft  clay,  while  the  people  were  at  church, 
which  broke  up  the  fervice,  and  obliged  them  to  fpend  the 
day  in  a  very  different  exerciie.-j~     The   commanders  in 

that 

*  <«  Upon  Friday  being  the  5th  of  this  inftant  (Auguft)  Philip  and  his  company 
came  to  us  at  this  fwamp,  fix  miles  from  the  fwamp  where  they  killed  our  men. 
Philip  brought  with  him  about  forty  men,  hut  women  and  children  many  more, 
the  number  I  cannot  tell.  Philip's  men  were  about  30  of  them  armed  with  guns, 
the  reft  had  bows  and  arrows.  He  obferved  there  were  about  ten  of  Philip's 
men  wounded.  Philip  was  conducted  to  the  fwamp  by  two  Indians,  one  of  them 
Caleb  of  Tatumaflcet,  beyond  Mendon.  The  Indians  told  Philip,  at  his  firft 
coining,  what  they  had  done  to  the  Engiifh  at  Quabaog  ;  then  he  prcfented  and 
gave  to  three  fagamores,  viz-  John  alias  Apequinath,  Quananfit,  and  Mawtamps, 
to  each  of  them  about  a  peck  of  un  ft  rung  wampom,  which  they  accepted.  Philip, 
as  I  underftood,  told  Qnabaog  and  Nipmuck  Indians,  that  when  he  firft  came 
towards  the  Nipmuck  country  and  left  his  own,  he  had  in  his  company  about 
250  men,  beiides  women  and  children,  including  the  fquaw  fachem  and  her  com- 
pany, but  now  they  had  left  him,  and  fome  of  them  were  killed,  and  he  was  re- 
duced to  40  men,  beiides  women  and  children.  I  heard  alio  that  Philip  faid,  if 
the  Englilh  had  charged  upon  him  and  his  people  at  the  fwamp  in  his  own  coun- 
try one  or  two  days  more,  they  had  been  all  taken,  for  their  powder  was  almoft 
fpent;  he  alio  faid,  that  if  the  Englilh  had  purfued  him  clofely,  as  he  travelled 
up  to  them,  he  muft  needs  have  been  taken."  MS  narrative  of  George,  a  cbrif- 
iian  Indian,  taken  prif oner  in  the  ambufoment  ofCapt.  Hutcbirfon,  <3c. 

««  Sept.  23d  an  alarm  was  made  in  the  town  of  Bofton  about  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, 1200  men  were  in  arms  before  eleven,  and'all  difmiil'ed  before  twelve.  One 
that  was  upon  guard  at  Mendon,  30  miles  off,  got  drunk  and  fired  his  gun,  the 
noil'e  of  which  alarmed  the  next  neighbours,  and  foon  fpread  to  Bofton."  Letter 
to  London.  v 

"  October  7th  was,  obferved  as  a  folemn  faft  throughout  the  colony  with  a  very 
great  lhew  of  outward  penitence,  and  no  queftion  with  much  inward  aficcYion  by 
very  many  ;  the  governor  himfelf-  beginning  the  duty  of  the  day  with  a  molt 
hca.enly  prayer."     Letter  to  London.  t  P-  J.oi» 

S  2 


26g  THE  HISTORY   OF         [Chap.  II. 

that  part  of  the  country,  not  being  able  to  do  much  fer- 
vice  by  fending  out  parties,  determined  to  garrifon  the 
towns,  and  to  collect  a  magazine  of  provifions  at  Hadley. 
There  being  about  3000  bufhels  of  corn  at  Deerfield  in 
ftacks,  Capt.  Lothrop  with  80  men  was  Tent  to  guard  it 
down  in  carts,  and  were  fet  upon  by  feven  or  eight  hun- 
dred Indians,  and  ail  the  Engliih  but  feven  or  eight  were 
cut  off.  Capt.  Lothrop  and  his  men  fought  bravely,  but 
in  the  Indian  manner,  betaking  themielves  to  trees ;  which, 
in  fo  great  a  difproportion  of  numbers,  muft  be  inevitable 
deftruction,  for  many  of  the  lefTer  party  muft  be  unguarded 
and  expofed.  Capt.  Mofely,  who  was  quartered  at  Deer- 
field,  came  out  with  his  company  too  late  to  refcue  Lo- 
throp ;  but,  keeping  his  men  together  in  a  body,  fought 
the  whole  number  of  Indians  for  feveral  hours,  with  the  lofs 
of  two  men  only,  until  Major  Treat  with  about  160  Mo- 
hegin  Indians  came  to  his  aid,  and  put  the  enemy  to  flight. 
This  was  a  heavy  ftroke  to  the  county  of  EfTex,  to  which 
mod  of  Capt.  Lothrop's  company,  being  young  men,  be- 
longed. A  body  of  Indians,  who  had  a  fort  about  a  mile 
from  Springfield,  had  hitherto  profefled  great  friendfhip  to 
the  Engliih  ;  but  Philip's  Indians  prevailed  with  them  to 
join  in  a  plot  for  the  deftruction  of  the*  town,  and  to  re- 
ceive in  the  night  three  hundred  of  thole  Indians  into  the 
fort.  It  was  difcovcred  the  night  before  by  Top,  a  Wind- 
for  Indian,  which,  although  it  laved  the  lives  of  many  of 
the  inhabitants,  yet  was  no  fecurity  for  their  dwellings, 
thirty  odd  houfes,  betides  barns,  &c.  being  burnt  before 
forces  came  from  Weftfield,  Hadley,  and  other  parts,  to 
repel  the  Indians.*     The  19th  of  October,  they  came  with 

all 

*  They  burned  a  farm  houfe  of  Mr.  Pynchon's,  and  another  of  Mr.  Purchas's* 
the  latter  end  of  September  :  their  lofs  was  eltimated  at  a  thoufand  pounds  fterl. 
each.      Letter  to  London. 

The  Springfield  Indians  had  lired  in  fo  good  correfpondence  with  the  Engliih 
for  40  years,  that  more  dependence  was  placed  upon  them  than  upon  any  other 
Indians.  This  initance  of  perfidy  feems  to  have  increafed  the  jealoufies  and  fuf- 
picions  which  had  before  began  of  the  Indians  round  Bofton,  viz.  Punkapog, 
Natick,  &.C.  although  many  of  them  a&ually  went  out  with  the  Englifh  forces 
againlt  the  enemy. 

At  the  fefliojis  in  O&ober,  the  general  court  ordered,  "  That  no  perfon  fhall 
entertain,  own  or  countenance  any  Indian,  under  the  penalty  of  being  a  betrayer 
of  this  government."     (This  I  fuppofe  was  capital.) 

««  That  a  guard  be  fet  at  the  entrance  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  that  no  In- 
dian be  fufFered  to  enter  upon  any  pretence  without  a  guard  of  twe  inufketeers, 
and  not  to  lodge  in  town-  "  That 
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all  the  force  and  fury  they  could  raife  upon  Hatfield,  but 
were  repulfed,  the  Connecticut  and  Mafiachufetts  forces 
being,  by  good  providence,  at  hand  fo  as  to  prevent  any 
great  lofs.  This  difcouraged  them  from  continuing  any 
longer  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  they  withdrew  to 
the  Narraganfets,  their  general  rendezvous.  Some  ftrag- 
glers  remained  until  the  end  of  November,  and  a  few  lurked 
in  the  fwamps  all  winter,  doing  now  and  then  fome  mif- 
chief,  enough  to  keep  the  inhabitants  upon  conftant  watch 
and  guard.  In  November  a  party  was  fent  out  under  Capt. 
Henchman  to  Haflanimifco  (Grafton),  Mendon,  and  the 
towns  thereabout.  They  returned  without  any  remarka- 
ble exploit. 

The  Narraganfets,*  contrary  to  their  engagements,  had 
received  and  comforted  Philip's   Indians  and  others,  the 

enemies 

"  That  any  pevfon  may  apprehend  an  Indian,  finding  him  in  town  or  ap- 
proaching the  town  ;  and  that  none  he  fuficied  to  come  in  by  water." 

The  Natick  Indians,  and  moft  of  the  other  Indians  who  had  fubjedted  them- 
felves  to  the  Englifh  government  (Punkapag  excepted)  were  hurried  down  to 
Deer-ifland,  where  they  remained  the  winter.  They  complained  of  their  fuffer- 
ings  there.  All  of  the  colour  were  thought  by  many  of  the  people  worthy  of 
death  ;  and  although  their  rage  did  not  carry  them  that  length,  as  to  murder  any 
of  them  without  the  authority  of  government,  as  fome  perfons  have  lately  done 
the  Coneitogoe  Indians  in  Pennfylvania,  yet  their  clamour  ftems  to  have  prevailed 
on  the  authority  to  nfe  greater  feverity  than  otherwife  they  would  have  dine. 
»«  On  the  10th  of  September,  at  nine  o'clock  at  night,  there  gathered  together 
about  forty  men,  fome  of  note,  and  came  to  ike  houfe  of  Capt.  James  Oliver  ; 
tw»  or  three  of  them  went  into  his  entry  to  defue  to  fpeak  with  him,  which  wag 
to  defire  him  to  be  their  leader,  and  they  fhould  join  together,  and  go  and  break 
open  the  prifoa  and  take  one  Indian  out  thence  ar.i  hang  him.  Capt.  Oliver, 
heaving  their  requelt,  took  his  cane  and  cudgelled  them  ftoutly,  and  fo  for  that 
time  difrrlifled  the  company,  which  had  he  but  in  the  leaft  countenanced  it  might 
have  been  accompanied  with  ill  events  in  the  end."  ( Laur  to  London.)  In  a 
Jhort  time  after,  the  fame  poor  Indian  was  executed,  and  died  prctefting  his  in- 
nocence ;  Mr.  Eliot  the  minifter,  and  fome  others,  who  had  firmnefs  enough  to 
ftem  the  popular  current,  interceding  for  him  to  no  purpofe-  A  circumftance  at 
the  execution  of  this  Indian  thews  the  great  propriety  of  diftinguiihing  thevn  from 
alt  the  reft  of  the  human  race  by  the  name  of  favages.  •<  Being  half  alive  and 
half  dead,  there  came  an  Indian,  a  friend  of  his,  and  with  his  knife  made  a  hole 
in  his  breaft  to  his  heart,  and  fucked  out  his  heart's  blood.  Being  afked  his  rea- 
fon  therefor,  his  anfwer  was,  Umh  umh  nu,  me  be  ftronger  as  I  was  before,  me 
be  fo  llrong  as  he  and  me  toe,  he  be  ver  ftrong  man  before  he  die."  Let.  to  Land. 

*  Before  the  Narraganfet  expedition,  articles  of  war  were  agreed  upon  by  the 
genetal  court,  and  were  as  follows. 

M  Laws  and  ordinances  of  war  paffed  by  the  general  court  of  the  Mafl'achufetts 
for  the  better  regulating  their  forces,  and  keeping  their  foldiers  to  their  duty,  and 
to  prevent  prolanenefs,  that  iniquity  may  be  kept  out  of  the  land. 

ift.  Let  no  man  prefumc  to  blafpheme  the  holy  and  bleil'ed  Trinity,  God  the 
father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  upon  pain  to  have  his  tongue 
bored  with  a  hot  Iron. 

2d.  Unlawful  oaths  and  execrations,  and  fcandalous  acts  in  derogation  of  God's 
honour,  Ihall  be  punilhed  with  Jofs  of  pay  and  other  puniihment  at  difcretion. 

3d.  A  J! 
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enemies  of  the  Englifh.  It  was  not  doubted  that  feme 
of  that  nation  had^  mixed  with  the  others  in  their  hcflili- 
ties.  If  they  ihould  all  openly  engage  in  the  fpring,  there 
would  be  no  refilling  them  ;  Scattered  in  every  part  of  the 
Country,  all  the  forces  the  Engliih  could  raife  would  not 
be  a  match  for  them.  One  company  of  foldiers  after  an- 
other had  wafted  away  in  the  year  paft.  There  was  no  great 
room  to  hope  for  better  fticcefs  in  the  year  to  come.  The 
commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies  therefore  agreed  to 
raife  one  thoufand  men,  and  to  march  in  the  winter  into  the 
Narraganfet  country.     MafTachufetts  was  to  raife  527,  the 

other 

'^grl.  All  thofe,  who  often  and  wilfully  abient  themfehes  from  the  public  wor<» 
fliip  of  God.  and  prayers,  fha!l  be  proceeded  againft  at  difcretion. 

4th.  Whofoever  iliall  be  convidled  to  do  his  duty  negligently,  and  carclefsly» 
fnali  be  punifhed  at  difcretion. 

5th.  No  pcrfon  fhall  prefume  to  quarrel  with  his  fuperior  officer  upon  pain  ot 
cafhicring  6c  arbitrary  punifhment ;  not  to  ftrike  any  fuch,  upon  pain  of  death. 

6th.  No  commander  or  foldier  fhall  depart  from  his  charge  or  captain  without 
licence,  upon  pain  of  death. 

7th.  Every  private  foldier,  upon  pain  of  imprifonment,  fhall  keep  filence  when 
the  army  is  to  take  lodging,  or  when  it  is  marching,  or  in  battle,  fo  as  the  officers 
may  be  heard,  and  their  commands  executed. 

8th.  No  man  fhall  refift,  draw,  lift,  oiler  to  draw  or  lift,  his  weapon  againft 
his  officer,  correcting  him  orderly  for  his  oflence,  upon  pain  of  death. 

o;h.  No  man  lhall  refift  the  provoft  marlhal  or  any  other  officer  in  the  execut- 
ing his  office,  upon  pain  of  death. 

joth.   No  man  Ih'all  utter  any  words  of  fedition  or  mutiny,  upon  pain  of  death. 

nth.  They  that  (ball  hear  mutinous  fpceches  and  not  acquaint  their  com- 
mander with  them  fhall  be  punifhed  with  fome  giievous  punifhment. 

i  uli.  Druifkcnriefs  in  an  officer  fhall  be  punifhed  with  lofs  of  place,  and  in  a 
priv.ite  foot  foldier  with  fuch  punifhment  as  a  court  martial  iliall  think  fit. 

i-,ih.  Rapes,  lavifhinents,  and  unnatural  abufes,  ami  adultery,  fliall  be  pun- 
ifhed with  death. 

14th.  Fornication  and  other  diffolnte  lafcivioufnefs  fhall  be  punifhed  with  dif- 
cretion, according  to  the  quality  of  the  oiience. 

15th.  Theft  or  robbery  fhall  be  punilhed'wilh  reftitution,  and  other  wife  with 
diiciction. 

16th.  Murder  lhall  be  expiated  with  the  death  of  the  murderer. 

57th.  All  foldiets  coming  to  their  colours  to  watch  or  be  exercifed,  or  to  fer- 
\ice,  fhali  come  completely  armed,  and  them  fixed,  upon  pain  of  punilhment. 

iSth.  If  any  (hall  negligently  lole,  or  iinfully  play  away  their  arms  at  dire  r>r 
cards,  or  othervife,  they  thai!  be  kept  as  pioneers  or  icavengers  till  they  furniih 
themfelves  with  as  good  arms. 

19th.  None  fhall  prefume  to  fpoil,  fell,  or  carry  away»  any  ammunition  com- 
mitted unto  him,  upon  pain  of  death. 

20th.  No  foldier  lhall  outftay  his  pafs,  without  a  certificate  of  the  occafion 
urfder  the  hand  of  a  magifbate,  upon  pain  of  loling  his  pay. 

By  grievous  punifhment  is  meant  difgracingly  cafhiering,  the  ftrapado,  or  rid« 
ing  the  wooden  horfe  to  fetch  blood- 

Arbitrary  punifhment;  or  punilhment  at  difcretion,  is  meant  not  to  extend  ta 
Hie  or  iunb." 
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other  two  colonies  the   remainder.     Mr.  Winflow,^  the 
governor  of  Plymouth,  was  pitched  upon  for  the  general 
The  8th  of  December,  the  Mailachuietts  forces  marched 
from  Bolton,  and  were  foon  alter  joined  by  Plymouth  men. 
Connecticut  men  joined  them,  the  18th,  at  Pettyquamfcot. 
The  evening  and  night  were  flormy,  and  the  men  had  no 
covering.   At  break  of  day,  the  19th,  they  marched  thro'  the 
mow  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles,  until  one  o'clock  afternoon, 
when  they  came  to  the  edge  of  the  fwamp  where   the  a  - 
emy  lay.     They  had  met  with  an  Indian  who  was  difguft- 
ed   with  the  reft,  and  offered  himfelf  as  a  pilot.     The  In- 
dians knew   of  the  armament  coming  againft  them,  and 
had  fortified  themfelves  with  all  the  art  and  ftrength  they 
were  capable  of.     The  Englifh  fell  in  fuddenly  and  unex- 
pectedly upon  this  feat  of  the  enemy,  and  neither  drew  up 
in  any  order  of  battle,   nor  confulted  where  or  how  to  af- 
fault.     Some  Indians  appearing  at  the  edge  of  the  fwamp, 
they  that  were  in  front  of  the  army,   in   the  march,   fired 
upon  them.    The  Indians  returned  the  fire,  and  fled.    The 
whole  army  entered  the  fwamp,    following  the   Indians  to 
their  fortrefs,  which  was  upon  a  piece  of  upland  in  the  midft 
of  the  fwamp,  pallifadoed  all  round,  and  within  a  hedge  of 
near  a  rod  thick.     Atone  corner  only,  was  a  gap  the  length 
of  one  log,  where  the  breaftwork  was  not  above  four  or  five 
feet  high  ;  but  they  had  placed   a  blockhoufe  over  againft 
this  paflage.     At  this  paffage,  and  no  where  elie,  the  Eng- 
lifh mult  enter.     As  it  pleafed  God  to  order  it,  they  fell  in 
upon  that  part  of  the  fort  where   the   paflage   was.      The 
captains  entered  at  the  head  of  their  companies.     The  two 
firft,  Johnfon    and  Davenport,  were  mot  dead  at  the  en- 
trance,   as  were  many  of  their  men.     Four  other  captains 
(Gardner,  Gallop,  Siely  and  Marfhall)   alfo  loft  their  lives. 
As  foon  as  the  forces  were  entered,    they  attacked  the  In- 
dians in  their  places  of  fh elter,  who  fought  defperately,  and 
beat  the  Indians  out  of  the  fort ;    but  after   two  or  three 

hours, 

*  Mr.  Winflow  had  always  fhewn  great  readinefs  to  expofe  himfelf  in  the 
fervice.  "  Some  refolute  attempt  for  Philip's  furprifal  rauft  be  put  in  execution. 
Would  to  God  I  was  with  our  men,  fo  as  1  might  not  in  the  mean  time  be  miffed 
at  home.  I  ihoukt  hope,  by  the  blefling  of  God,  to  give  a  good  account  in  a 
mort  time."  Winjlo-w  to  Leveret,  July  26,  1675.  "  My  perfon,  1  hear,  has  been 
much  threatened.  1  have  about  20  men  at  my  houfe;  have  fent  away  my  wife 
and  children  to  Salem,  that  I  may  be  lefs  incumbered  ;  have  Hankered  my  houfe, 
and  refolve  to  maintain  it  as  long  as  a  man  will  fta*nd  by  me."     Id.  July  4. 
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hours,  the  advantage  of  the  Englifh  was  fuch  that  they  be- 
gan to  fire  the  wigwams,  which  were  five  or  fix  hundred  5 
and  in  many  of  them  the  Indian  women  and  children  pen* 
jihed  :  the  men  which  were  left  alive  fled  into  a  cedar 
Avamp  at  feme  ftnall  diftance,  without  any  nccefiaries  of 
life,  or  any  fhelter  from  the  cold  and  florms,  except  the 
boughs  of  trees.  The  day  being  near  fpent,  the  Englifh 
thought  it  high  time  to  retire  to  their  quarters,  fifteen  or 
fixteen  miles  diftant,  carrying  dead  as  well  as  wounded  men 
with  them.  Many  of  the  wounded  men  perifhed,  by  being 
expofed  to  this  long  march  in  a  cold  night,  who  might 
othervvife  have  been  laved,  1  he  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  170.*  Some  of  the  enemy  con- 
ferred they  loil  700  fighting  men  that  day,  befides  300 
more  who  died  of  their  wounds  and  the  hardlhips  to  which 
they  wereexpofed.  The  number  of  old  men,  women  and 
children,  which  perifhed  by  the  fire,  cold  and  famine,  they 
could  not  tell.-f  The  Indians  took  pofleffion  of  the  fort 
the  next  day. J     The  Englifh    made   no  further  attack. § 

They 

*  <<  Happy  it  was  for  them  that  Capt.  Andrew  Belcher  (father  of  the  late  Gov. 
Belcher)  arrived  that  very  evening  at  Mr.  Smith's  with  a  veffel  load  of  provifions, 
cthcrwue  many  niuit  have  pernhed  for  want."     Church. 

+  This  is  Mr.  Hubbard's  account.  Mr.  Mather  fuppofes  1000  to  have  perifhed 
in  the  whole;  that  of  the  Englilh  85  were  killed,  and  145  wounded.  When  the 
Karra^anfet  Indians  tame  to  the  Qnabaog  Indians  and  gave  them  an  account  of 
the  fight,  they  laid  they  had  loft  but  40  fighting  men  ;  and  about  joo  old  men, 
y.osnen  and  children,  burnt  in  tha  wigwams.     MS  httir. 

%  Mather. 

S  The  following  letter,  dated  Narraganfct,  26th  nth  month,  1675,  which, 
though  not  figned,  I  take  to  be  from  Maj.  Bradford  of  the  Plymouth  forces,  has 
never  been  published-      It  is  lei's  favourable  than  the  printed  aeeounts. 

"  After  a  tedious  march  in  a  bitter  cold  night  that  followed  Dec.  r'b,  we 
hoped  our  pilot  would  have  led  us  to  Pomharn  by  break  of  day,  but  fo  it  came  to 
pais  we  were  milled,  and  fo  miffed  a  good  opportunity.  Dec.  13th  we  came  to 
Mr.  Smith's,  and  that  day  took  35  priforiers.  Dec.  14th  our  general  went  our 
with  horfe  and  foot,  I  with  my  company  was  left  to  keep  garrifon.  I  lent  out 
30  of  my  men  to  ftout  abroad,  who  killed  two  Indians  and  brought  in  4  prifon- 
ers, one  of  which  was  beheaded.  Our  army  came  home  at  night,  killed  7  and 
brought  in  9  more,  young  and  old-  Dec.  rjth  came  in  John,  a  rogue*  with  pre- 
tence of  peace,  and  was  difmifled  with  this  errand,  that  we  might  fpeak  with 
i'achems.  That  evening,  he  not  being  gone  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  his  company 
that  lay  hid  behind  a  hill  killed  two  £>.ilem  men  within  a  mile  of  our  quarters, 
and  wounded  a  third  that  he  is  dead.  And  at  a  houfe  three  miles  off  wlure  | 
bad  10  men,  they  killed  4  of  them.  Inftantly,  Capt.  Moieiy,  myfelf  and  Capt. 
Gardnt-r  were  Cent  to  fetch  in  Major  Appleton's  company  that  kept  3  miles  and 
an  half  offi  and  coming,  they  lay  behind  a  ivonc  wall  and  fired  on  us  in  fight  of 
the  garrifon.  We  killed  the  captain  that  killed  one  of  the  Salem  men,  and  had 
his  cap  on.     That  night  they   burnsd   ]irxj    Bull's   11011!?,   and  killed  17.     1 

1 6  th 
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'They  were  fcant  of  provisions,  the  weather  being  extreme 
cold  delayed  the  veifels  which  had  it  on  board.  Some 
weeks  were  fpent  doing  nothing,  except  that  fome  proposals 
ofpea.ee  were  made  on  both  fides,  which  came  to  not 
February  the  5th  the  army  returned  to  Bofton.  I 
was  a  remarkable  thaw  in  January,  which  melted  the  fnow 
and  opened   the   earth,    fo  that  the  Indians  could  con 

the 

j 6th  came  that  news.  Dec.  17th  eame  news  that  Connecticut  forces  were  at 
Petaquamfcot,  and  had  killed  4  Indians  and  took  6  prifoners.  That  day,  we 
fold  Capt.  Davenport  47  Indians,  young  and  old,  for  8bl.  in  money.  D:e.  i?th 
we  marched  to  Petaquamfcot  with  all  our  forces,  only  a  garrifon  left  ;  that  Bight 
was  very  ftormy  ;  we  lay,  one  thoufand,  in  the  open  field  that  long  night.  In 
the  morning,  Dec.  19th,  Lord's  day,  at  5  o'clock  we  marched.  Be:  ween  n  and  t 
we  came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  had  a  fore  fight  three  rnurs.  We  loft,  that  are 
now  dead,  about  68,  and  had  150  wounded,  many  ol  which  are  recovered.  That 
long  fnowy  cold  night  we  had  about  i3  miles  to  our  quarters,  with  about  210 
dead  and  wounded.  We  left  8  dead  in  the  fort.  We  had  but  1 1  dead  when  we 
came  fiom  the  fwamp,  befides  ths  8  we  left.  Many  died  by  the  way,  and  as  feon 
as  they  were  brought  in,  fo  that  Dec.  2Gth  we  buried  in  a  grave  34,  next  day  4, 
next  day  2,  and  none  fince  here.  Eight  died  at  Rhode-IfUnd,  1  at  Petaquam- 
fcot, 2  loft  jn  the  woods'and  killed,  Dec.  10,  as  we  heard  fince  ;  fome  fay  two 
more  died.  By  the  bell  intelligence,  we  killed  300  fighting  men  ;  prifoners  wc 
took,  fay  350,  ami  above  300  wumen  and  children.  We  burnt  above  500  houfes, 
left  but  9,  burnt  all  their  corn,  that  was  in  balkets,  great  ftore.  One  fignal 
mercy  that  night  not  to  be  forgotten,  viz.  that  when  we  drew  off,  with  fo  many 
dead  and  wounded,  they  did  not  purine  us,  which  the  young  men  would  have 
done,  but  the  fachems  would  not  content  ;  they  had  but  10  pounds  of  poVvder 
left.  Our  general,  with  about  40,  loft  our  way,  and  wandered  till  7  b'clofck  in 
the  morning,  before  we  came  to  our  quarters  We  thought  we  were  within  2 
miles  of  the  enemy  again,  but  God  kept  us  ;  to  him  bs  the  glory.  We  hue 
killed  now  and  then  1  tinec,  and  burnt  200  wigwams  more  ;  we  killed  9  laft 
Tuefday.  We  teti  h  in  their  corn  daily,  and  that  undoes  them.  This  is,  as  near 
as  I  can,  a  true  relation.  I  read  the  narrative  to  my  officers  in  my  tent,  whg  ail 
affsnt  to  the  truth  of  it  Monhegins  and  Pcquods  proved  veiy  falie,  fired  into 
the  air,  and  fent  word  before  they  came  they  woald  do  foi  but  got  much  plan 
der,  guns- and  kettles.  A  great  part  of  what  is  written  was  attefted  by  Jolhua 
Telle,  who  married  art  Indian  woman,  a  Wampamoag.  lie  Ihot  20  times  at  u»  in 
the  fwamp,  was  taken  at  Providenee,  Jan.  14,  brought  to  us  the  16th,  executed 
the  j 8th.  A  fid  wretch,  he  never  heard  a  fermon  but  once  thefe  14  years.  Hit 
father,  going  to  recall  him,  loft  his  head,  and  lies  unbuvied  " 

This  being  fo  important  an  expedition,  1  will  add  another  letter,  from  Mr. 
Dudley,  afterwards  govemoi,  to  Gov.  Leveret. 

"  Mr.  Smith's,  21.  10.  1675. 
"  May  it  pleafe  your  honour, 

«'  The  coming  in  of  Connecticut  force  to  Petaquamfcot,  and  furprifal  of  6  and 
flaughter  of  5  on  Friday  night,  Saturday  we  married  towards  Petaquamfcot, 
thought  in  the  fnow,  and  in  conjunction,  about  midnight  or  later,  we  advanced  ; 
Capt.  Mofely  in  the  van,  after  him  Mail'achufetts,  and  Plymouth  and  Connecticut 
in  the  rear  ;  a  tedious  march  in  the  fnow,  without  intermilhon,  brought  us,  about 
two  of  the  clock  afternoon,  to  the  entrance  of  the  fwamp,  by  the  help  of  Indian 
Peter,  who  dealt  faithfully  with  us  ;  our  men,  with  great  courage,  entered  the 
fwamp  about  20  rods ;  within  the  cedar  fwamp  we  found  fome  hundreds  of  wig- 
wams, fortcd  in  with  a  breaftwork  and  flankered,  and  many  fmall  bLockhoufes 
up  and  down,  round  about ;  they  entertained  us  with  a  fierce  fight,  and  many 
thoufand  lhot,  for  about  an  hour,  when  our  men  valiantly  fcaled  the  fort,  beat 
thsin  thence,  and  from  the  blockhoufes.     In  which  action  we  loft  Capt.  Johnfon, 

Capt. 
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the  ground-nuts,  which  feems  to  have  been  all  their  pro- 
visions, Tome  from  among  themfelvcs  reporting  that  corn 
was  fold  for  two  (hillings  the  pint.  The}'  took  this  oppor- 
tunity to  leave  the  JSjarraganfet  country.  A  general  junction 
of  the  Indians  was  thereupon  expend,  and  every  part  cf 
the  Englifh  colonies  was  in  terror.  The  ioth  of  February 
feveral  hundred  of  the  enemy  afTaulted  Lancafler,  burnt  the 

houfes, 

Capt.  Danforth,  and  Capt.  Gardiner,  and  their  lieutenants  dlfabled  ;  Capt. 
Marfliall  alfo  fain;  Capt.  Scely,  Capt.  M  >ledi    and  many  other  of  our 

officers,  inforhuch  that,  by  a  Irefti  aflault  and  recruit  of  powder  from  their  ftore, 
the  Indians  tell  on  again,  recarried,  and  beat  us  out  of,  the  tort ;  but  by  the  great 
rcfolution  and  courage  of  the  general  and  major,  we  reinfoiced,  and  very  haidiy 
entered  the  fort  again,  and  fired  the  wigwams,  wirh  many  living  and  dead  pcrfons 
in  them  ;  great  piles  of  meal  and  heaps  of  corn  (the  ground  not  admitting  burial 
©f  their  ftore)  were  confumed  ;  the  number  of  their  dead,  we  generally  fuppofe 
the  enemy  hilt  at  leaft  two  hundred  men  ;  Capt.  Molely  counted  in  one  corner  of 
the  fort  64  men,  Capt.  Goram  reckoned  150  at  leaft.  Put,  O!  Sir,  mine  heart 
bleeds  to  give  your  honpur  an  account  of  our  loft  men,  but  cfpecially  our  refolute 
captains,  as  by  account  indofed  ;  and  yet  not  fo  many,  but  we  admire  there  re- 
mained any  to  return,  a  captive  woman,  well  known  to  Mr.  Smith,  infoiming 
that  there  were  three  thouland  five  hundred  men  engaging  us,  and  about  a  mile 
diftant  1000  in  referve,  to  whom,  if  God  had  fo  plealed,  we  had  been  but  a 
morfel,  after  fo  much  difablemcnt :  lhe  informeth,  that  one  of  their  fagamores 
was  (lain  and  their  powder  fpent,  caufing  their  retreat,  and  that  they  are  in  a 
diftrelied  condition  for  food  and  houfes ;  that  one  Jofhua  Tift,  an  Englishman, 
is  their  encourager  and  conductor.  Philip  was  feen  by  one,  credibly  infonrinj 
ms,  under  a  ftrong  guard.  After  our  wounds  drefied,  we  drew  up  for  a-march, 
n.>t  able  to  abide  the  field  in  the  ftoim,  and  weary  ;  about  two  of  the  clock,  ob- 
tained our  quarters,  with  nur  dead  and  wounded,  only  the  general,  ininifters,  and 
fome  other  peifons  of  the  guard,  going  to  head  a  fmall  iwamp,  loft  our  way,  and 
returned  again  to  the  enemy's  quarters;  a  wonder  we  were  not  a  prey  to  them  ; 
and,  after  at  leaft  thiny  miles  matching  up  and  down,  in  the  morning  recovered 
our  quarters  ;  and  had  it  nut  been  for  the  arrival  of  Goodale  next  morning,  the 
camp  iuci  perifhed.  The  whole  army,  efpecially  Connecticut,  is  much 
difabled,  and  unwillirtf  to  march,'  with  tedious  ftoims,  and  no  lodgings,  and 
frozen  and  fwolle*  limb:-,  Major  Treat  importunate  to  return  at  leatt  to  Stoning- 
tpn.  Our  dead  and  wounded  are  about  200,  difabled  as  many  ;  the  want  of 
officers,  the  confideration  whereol  the  general  commends  to  your  honour,  forbids 
any  adion  at  prefent ;  and  we  fear  whether  Connecticut  will  comply,  at  laft,  to 
any  action.  We  ae  endeavouring,  by  good  keeping  and  billeting  our  men  at 
feveral  quarters,  a.id,  if  poffible,  removal  of  our  wounded  to  Rhodc-Illand,  to 
recover  the  fpirit  of  our  foldiers,  and  fhall  be  diligent  t»  find  and  undetftand  the 
removals  or  other  adion  of  the  enemy,  if  God  pleafe  to  give  us  advantage  agaii.il 
them. 

As  we  complete  the  account  of  our  dead,  now  in  doing,  the  council  is  of  the 
mind,  without  recruit  of  men,  we  fhall  not  be  able  to  engage  the  main  body. 

i  give  your  honour  hearty  thanks  I  am  Sir,  your  honour's 

for  your  kind  lines,  of  which  humble  Servant* 

I  am  not  worthy.  Jofcph  Dudley. 

Since  the  writing  of  thefe  lines,  the  general  and  council  have  jointly  concluded 
to  abide  on  the  place,  notwithftanding  the  deiire  of  Connedicut  ;  only  entreat 
that  a  fupply  of  200  may  be  lent  us  with  a  fupply  of  commanders  ;  and,  whereas 
we  are  forced  to  garrifon  our  quarters  with,  at  leaft  one  hundred,  three  hundred 
men,  upon  joint  account  of  the  colonies,  will  ferve,  and  no  lelV,  to  eifed  the  dc- 
lign.  This  is  by  order  of  the  council. 

BlunderbuiTes,  and  hand  granadoes,  and  armour,  if  it  may  be,  and  at  leaft  two 
armourers  to  mend  aims." 
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houfes,  and  killed  and  captivated  forty  perfons,  the  min- 
ifter's  wife  and  children  among  the  reft,  he  himfelf  (Mr. 
Rowlandfon)  being  abfent.  Mifchief  was  done  about  the 
fame  time  at  Marlborough,  Sudbury  affd  Chelmsford. 
The  21  ft  they  fell  upon  Medfield,  where  there  were  two 
or  three  hundred  ioldiers ;  and  yet  they  burned  haif  the 
town  down,  and  killed  eighteen  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
25th  they  burned  feven  or  eight  houfes  at  Weymouth.  This 
feems  to  be  their  neareft  approach  to  Bofton,  between  fif- 
teen and  twenty  miles  diftant ;  at  lcafl  they  did  no  mifchief 
nearer.* 

March  was  a  troublefome  month,  the  Indians  attacking 
Northampton  and  Springfield  upon  Connecticut  river, 
Groton,  Sudbury  and  Marlborough  in  Maffachufetts,  War- 
wick and  Providence  in  Rhode-Ifland  colon}',  burning  their 
houfes  and  barns,  and  deftroying  the  cattle  and  many  of 
the  inhabitants.  They  killed  alio  eleven  perfons  of  one 
family  in  Plymouth  (Mr.  Clark's) ;  and  on  the  26th  of 
March  Capt.  Peirce  of  Scituate  in  that  colony,  with  50" 
Engliih,  and  20  Indians  of  Cape-Cod,  being  drawn  into 
an  ambuihment  by  a  fmall  number  of  the  enemy,  found 
themfelves  furrounded  by  a  great  body  ot  Indians,  who 
killed  every  Englifliman  and  great  part  of  the  friend  In- 
dians.-f  The  28th  of  the  month,  they  burned  40  houfes, 
befides  barns,  at  Rehoboth.  Where  Philip  fpent  the  win- 
ter was  never  certainly  known.  Some  conjectured  that  he 
went  to  the  Mohawks ;  others,  that  he  went  to  Canada, 
which  his  friends  (aid  was  his  intention  in  the  fall.  He 
knew  the  premium  fet  upon  his  head,  difguifed  and  con- 
cealed himfelf,  fo  that  we  hear  but  little  of  him  until  he 
was  killed. £  His  affairs  were  now  at  the  higheft  flow,  and 
thole  of  the  Engliih  never  at  fo  low  an  ebb.  But  pre- 
fently  after,  a  fudden  turn  came  on.  The  beginning  of 
April,  the  Connecticut  men  under  George  Denifon  of  Ston- 

ington, 

*  The  23d  of  February,  being  a  faft  day  with  the  firft  church  in  Bofton,  they 
were  difturbed  by  an  alarm  from  a  report  that  the  Indians  were  within  ten  miles 
of  Bollon. 

-r  The  captives  afterwards  reported  that  the  Engliih  fought  fo  valiantly  that 
:h:y  flew'  140  of  the  enemy.         MS. 

%  The  full  account  of  him  I  have  met  with,  is  in  a  MS  letter  of  Mr.  Cotton, 
of  Plymouth,  upon  the  return  of  an  Indian  fpy,  who  reported  that  Philip  was 
with  the  Hadley  IndianSj  &c.  within  half  a  clay's  march  of  Albany. 
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ington,  with  Tome  friend  Indians,  killed  and  took  prifoners 
forty-four  of  the  enemy  ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  month, 
the  fame  commander,  with  fixty-hx  volunteers  Engliih, 
and  one  hundred  and  twelve  Pequod  Indians,  took  and 
flew  feventy-fix  more  of  the  enemy,  without  the  lofs  of  one 
man  in  either  of  thefe  exploits.  Between  thefe  two  fuc- 
cefsful  actions,  happened  a  very  unfortunate  one  for  Maf- 
fachufetts.  April  20th,  news  came  to  Bofton  of  the  lofs 
of  Capt.  Wadiworth  and  50  of  his  men,  going  to  relieve 
Sudbury,  attacked  by  the  enemy.  In  May  and  June,  the 
enemy  appeared  in  various  parts  of  the  colonies  ;  but  their 
vigour  abated;  their  diftrefies,  for  want  of  provifions  and 
ammunition,  increafed  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  Mo- 
hawks fell  upon  them  and  killed  50  of  them.  -It  was  com- 
monly faid,  that  Philip  fell  upon  a  party  of  Mohawks  and 
killed  them,  and  reported  that  they  were  killed  by  the  En- 
glim,  expecting  by  this  means  to  engage  that  nation  in  the 
war ;  but  one  that  was  left  for. dead  revived  and  efcaped  to 
his  countrymen,  and  informed  that  not  the  Englifh,  but 
Philip  and  his  Indians,  had  been  the  murderers,  which 
brought  that  revenge  upon  the' guilty,  which,  without  this 
difcoven*,  would  have  been  taken  of  thofe  who  were  inno- 
cent. The  beginning  of  July  the  Connecticut  forces  met 
with  a  party  of  Indians  in  the  Narraganfet  country,  purfucd 
them  into  a  fwamp,  and  killed  and  took  eighty  of  them, 
without  any  lofs,  except  one  or  two  friend  Indians  ;  and  in 
their  march  back  fixty  more  of  the  enemy  fell  into  their 
hands.*  The  Malilichufetts  and  Plymouth  men,  in  icv- 
eral  parts  of  the  country,  were  likewiie  very  fuccefsful  from 
time  to  time,  killing  and  taking  imall  parties  of  Indians 
fcattered  about  the  country  ;  and  no  commander  was  more 
fortunate  than  Captain  (alterwards  Colonel)  Church,  of 
Plymouth  colony.  He  has  pubhihed  an  account  of  his 
exploits.  But  PhiHp  was  the  objecl :  upon  his  life  or  death 
war  or  peace  depended.     News  was  brought,  that,  after  a 

year's 

*  The  brave  aClions  of  the  Conne£licut  volunteers  have  not  been  enough  ap- 
plauded. Dcnilon's  name  ought  to  be  perpetuated.  The  Narraganfet  fight  had 
enraged  the  Indians,  and  made  them  defperate  ;  and  the  Engliln  plantations  after 
that,  were  in  greater  terror  than  before  ;  but  this  fuccefsful  hunting  them,  and 
ferreting  th'em  out  of  their  boroughs,  funk  and  broke  their  fpints,  and  feems  to 
have  determined  the  fcae  of  the  Engltfh  and  Indians,  which  until  then  was  doubt- 
ful and  uncertain 
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year's  abfence,  he  had  returned  to  Mount  Hope,  his  old 
quarters  ;  and  that  great  numbers  of  Indians  were  flocking 
to  him,  with  intent  to  fall  upon  the  neighbouring  towns. 
Maffachufetts  and  Plymouth  both  ordered  their  forces  after 
Philip.  The  former  returned  to  Bofton,  having  miffed 
Philip  ;  but  they  killed  and  took  150  of  the  enemy,  who 
were  now  (o  reduced  that  they  were  continually  coming  in 
and  furrendering  themfelves  upon  promife  of  mercy.  Two 
hundred  in  one  week  came  in  to  Plymouth.  Philip  fled 
from  one  fwamp  to  another  ;  divers  times  very  narrowly 
efcaping ;  lofing  one  chief  counsellor  after  another;  his  un- 
cle and  fitter,  and  at  laft  his  wife  and  fon,  were  taken  pris- 
oners. Being  reduced  to  this  miferable  condition,  he  was 
killed  the  12th  of  Auguft,  as  he  was  flying  from  a  party 
under  Capt.  Church,  out  of  a  fwamp  near  Mount  Hope. 
One  of  his  own  men,  whom  he  had  offended,  and  who  had 
deferted  to  the  Englifh,  fhot  him  through  the  heart.  In- 
ftead  of  his  fcftlp,  he  cut  off  his  right  hand,  which  had  a 
remarkable  fear,  well  known  to  the  Englifh  ;  and  it  pro- 
duced'a  handfome  penny,  many  having  the  curiof  ty  to  fee 
it.  This  was  a  finifhing  ftroke,  the  parties  of  Indians  that 
remained  being  drove  from  one  hole  or  fwamp  to  another, 
fo  that  before  winter  they  were  all  killed,  captivated,  or 
forced  to  furrender  themfelves,  except  fome  few  who  were 
fuppofed  to  have  fled  to  the  French,  and  others  to  nations 
of  foreign  Indians.  The  cruelties  which  had  been  exer- 
cifed  upon  the  Englifh  were  urged  in  excufe  for  the  treat- 
ment which  the  Indians  received  who  were  made  prifoners 
or  furrendered  themfelves.  In  all  the  promifes  of  mercy, 
thofe  who  had  been  principal  actors  in  any  murders  of  the 
Englifh  were  excepted,  and  none  had  any  promife  made  of 
any  thing  more  than  their  lives.  A  great  many,  therefore, 
of  the  chiefs  were  executed  at  Bofton  and  Plymouth  ;  and 
mod  of  the  reft  were  fold,  and  ihipped  off  for  flaves  to  Ber- 
mudas and  other  parts.  Every  perfon,  almofl,  in  the  two 
colonies,  had  loft  a  relation  or  near  friend,  and  the  people 
in  general  were  exafperated  :*  but  all  does  not  fumciently 
excufe  this  great  feverity.  Phe 

*  Mr.  Increafe  Mather,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cotton,  23d  5  mo.  1677,  mentions 
an  inftance  of  rage  againft  two  prifoners  of  the  eaftern  Indians,  then  at  Marhle- 
headi  a  filhine  town,  which  goes  beyond  any  other  I  have  heard  of.       M  Sabbath 

1         '  da/ 
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ever,  during  the  winter,  and  the  next  fpring,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  iummer,  thofe  plantations  were  at  reft. 

The  accounts  which  were  tranimitted  to  England  of  the 
diftrefTes  of  the  colony,  during  the  war,  although  they  might 
excite  companion  in  the  breads  of  feme,  yet  they  were  im- 
proved, by  other?,  to  render  the  colony  more  obnoxious. 
A  fine  country,  it  was  faid,  was  in  danger  of  being  loft  to 
England,  by  the  penunoufnefs  of  thofe  who  were  at  the 
head  of  affair?,  in  not  railing  monies  for  the  defence  of  it, 
and  by  their  obflinacy  in  refilling  to  apply  to  the  King  for 
relief.  Tins  appears  as  well  by  other  letters,  as  by  one  from 
Lord  Anglefey  ,to  Mr.  Leveret,*  between  whom  there  was 
a  friendly  correfpondence  kept  up.  In  Cromwell's  court 
Mr.  Leveret  had  been,  perhaps,  upon  a  level  with  Mr.  An- 
nefly.-j-  There  feeras  to  have  been  no  ground  for  the 
charge ;  neither  men  nor  money  were  wanting  for  the  fer- 
vice.  An  application  to  England,  for  men,  was  unnecefia- 
ry,  and  I  meet  with  no  papers  which  intimate  that  there  was 
any  thought  of  it  in  any  perfons  in  the  colony.  Fighting 
mad-  foldiers."  As  foon  as  the  inhabitants  had  a  little  experi- 
ence of  the  Indian  way  of  righting,  they  became  a  match  for 
them.     An  addition  to  their  numbers  they  did  not  want. 

Be 

*  "  London,  May  16,  1676. 

«  Sir, 

"  I  received  your  Ir'ter,  intimating  the  troubles  of  that  country,  unexpectedly 
brought  upon  you  by  the  Indians,  and  as  I  thank,  you  for  it,  lb  I  with  the  con- 
tinuance of  your  coirelpondence  and  informations,  as  often  as  occafion  offers, 
having  as  great  a  fympathy  as  any  for  your  fufierin^s,  and  as  warm  inclinations, 
boih  to  ad^ife  and  afljft  you,  to  my  power,  againft  your  barbarous  and  ungrateful 
enemies.  But  when  1  have  faid  thL>  (as  the  belt  proof  of  it)  I  mult  chide  you  and 
that  whole  people  of  Now- England,  that  (as  if  you  were  independent  of  our 
mailer's  crown,  needed  not  his  protection,  or  had  deferved  iil  of  him,  as  fome 
have  not  been  winring  to  fuggeft  and  urge  teftimony  thereof)  from  the  firlt  hour 
of  God's  ftretching  out  his  hand  aeainlt  you  to  this  ti:r;e  (though  we  have  fuc- 
ceflive  and  frequent  tidings  (like  Job's  mefi'engers)  of  the  great  devaluations  and 
fpoils  that  are  made  by  tire  and  l,vord  upon  thofe  plantations,  which  God  hath 
fo  lignally  ble'fled  and  made  to  flourifh  till  now)  you  have  not  yet  (as  certainly 
became  you)  made  your  addrefics  to  the  King's  Majelty,  or  fome  of  his  miniiler^, 
for  his  perufal,  thai  he  might  be  authentically  informed  both  of  your  enemies 
and  your  condition,  by  what  means  you  are  brought  lew,  and  what  are  the  molt 
proper  and  hopeful  remedies  for  your  recovery. 

"  I  can  write  but  by  guefs  :  yet  it  is  nor  altogether  groundlefsly  reported,  that 
the  French  do  undethand  atfift  and  fupply  ycur  enemies;  that  you  are  divided 
among  yourfelves ;  tliat  you  have  not  ufed  ordinary  providence  ;  that  you  are  too 
tenacious  ot  what  is  neceffary  for  your  prefervation,  as  if  you  kept  your  goods 
for  your  enemies,  and  wanted  hearts  to  make  ulcof  them  yourlelves  ;  that  you 
are  poor  and  yet  proud-     This  was  not  the  fpirit    that   earned  you  into  that  wil- 

dernefs 

+  Afterwards  Earl  of  Anglefey. 
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Bt;  that  as  it  may,  this  is  certain,  that  as  the  colony  was  at 
firft  fettled,  fo  it  was  now  preferred  from  ruin,  without 
any  charge  to  the  mother  country.  Nay,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge  from  the  materials  I  have,  the  collections  made  in  the 
colony,  after  the  fire  of  London,  for  the  relief  of  the  fufferefs 
there,  and,  upon  other  occafions,  for  the  relief  of  divers  of 
the  plantations,  with  other  public  donations,  from  the  firth 
fettlement  until  the  charter  was  vacated,  will  not  fall  much, 
it  any  thing,  fhort  of  the  whole  fum  that  was  bellowed 
upon  the  colony  from  abroad,  during  that  time. 

In  the  height  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  war,  and  whilft  the 
authority  of  the  colony  was  contending  with  the  natives 
for  the  polTemon  of  the  foil,  complaints  were  making  in 
England,  which  (truck  at  the  powers  of  government  ;  and 
an  inquiry  was  fet  on  foot,  which  was  continued  from  time 
to  time,  until  it  finally  iiTued  in  a  quo  warranto,  and  judg- 
ment thereupon  againft  the  charter.  In  the  fummer  of 
1676.*  Edward  Randolph  was  fertt  to  rVfa'lTachufetts  with 
his  Majetty's  letter  of  March  icth,  1675-6,  and  copies  of 
the  petitions  and  complaints  of  Mafon  and  Gorges.-f-  The 
King  commanded  that  agents  lliould    be  lent  over,  to  ap- 

•    pear 

dernefs  and  led  you  on  there  ever  fince,  building  and  planting  far  yourfelves  and 
God.  But  thcl'e  calamities  may  come  upon  you  to  bring  you  to  your  firft  poftj 
and  to  do  your  firft  works,  though  I  would  not  willingly  judge  you  therein. 

"  It  may  not  be  fit  for  me  to  advife  you  what  to  do,  till  better  informed,  b  il  I 
know  his  Majefty  hath  a  tender  and  companionate  heart  for  all  his  fuhjecls  that 
are  ind urinous  and  orderly,  and  hath  power  fuiheient,  as  well  as  will,  to  help 
hi;  colonics  in  diftrefs,  as  others  have  experiem  ed,  and  you  nia\,  in  good  lime. 
He  knows  how  to  deal  with  the  French,  either  by  the  Interpol  iti  n  ol  their  own 
King,  or  by  authorizing  and  affifting  yeu  to  right  yourfelves  againft  them.  He 
can  lend  fhips  or  men  to  help  you,  or  furnifh  you  with  ammunition,  as  th-  rale 
requires,  or  by  a  g.-neral  collection  open  the  bowels  and  purfts  of  his  people  here 
towards  you,  where  there  are  many  that  mourn  f^r  your  diftrefs,  and  will  not 
only  be  niterceiibrs  to  the  throne  of  grace,  but  to  God's  vicegerent  alfo,  for  yoitr 
relief,  if  you  are  not  wanting  to  yourfelves,  and  failing  in  that  dutiful  application 
which  fubjects  ought  to  make  to  their  fovereigns  in  fuch  cafes. 

•«  If  thei'e  hints  may  work  any  thoughts  of  heart  in  you  that  may  produce 
fpeedy  and  effectual  councils  for  your  rC-eftabliffement,  I  fhall  rejoice  that  I  have 
been  your  remembrancer,  and  fhall  promote,  in  the  beft  manner  I  can,  your  re- 
qtiefts  to  that  end,  being  to  you,  and  the  good  people  ot  that  colony,  an  affection- 
ate friend  and  hearty  well-wifher, 

To  my  moft  efteemed  friend  Ang  lesey. 

John  Leveret,  Efq.  governor,  Sec." 

*  In  the  fprifig  of  the  year  1676,  the  D;:tch  took  the  tStt  at  Per.obfcot  from 
the  French.  Some  veffels  from  New-England  went  and  drove  ofl  the  Dutch, 
but  kept  no  pofieftion. 

t  The  letter  was  direcled,  "To  the  governor  and  magiftrates  of  the  town  of 
Jloftan."  Randolph  was,  befides,  direcled  bv  the  Lords  committee  for  trade, 
&c.  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  colon?,  "i'he  feveral  queries  and  his  an  1  vers 
may  be  leeu  in  the  appendix. ( 
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pear  before  him,  in  fix  months  after  the  receipt  of  the  let- 
ter, iuliy  inltructed  and  empowered  to  anfwer.  The  gov- 
ernor fummoned  a  fpecial  eotirfj  to  meet  the  9th  of  Augufti 
The  elders  which  were  then  in  town  were  defired  to  attend, 
and  to  conlldei'  of  this  qucftion  propofed  to  them  by  the 
court,  viz. 

"  Whether  the  moft  expedient  manner  of  making  anf- 
*'  wer  to  tne  complaints  of  Mr.  Gorges  and  Mr.'  Mafon, 
*'  about  the  extent  of  our  patent  line,  be,  by  fending  agents 
"  or  attornies  to  anfwer  the  fame ;  or,  to  anfwer  by  writing 
"only?" 

They  foon  agreed  upon  the  following  anfwer  i "  It 

4C  feems  unto  us  the  moft  expedient  way  of  making  anfwer 
"  unto  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Gorges  and  Mr.  Mafon,  about 
"  the  extent  of  our  patent  line,  to  do  it  by  appointment  of 
"  agents;  to  appear  and  make  arifwer  for  us,  by  way  of  in- 
u  formation,  at  this  time,-  and  in  this  cafe,  provided  they 
"  be  with  utmofr.  care  and  caution  qualified  as  to  their  in- 
*•  {inactions,  by  and  according  to  which  they  may  negotiate 
"  that  affair,  with  fafety  unto  the  country,  and  with 
*<  all  duty  and  loyalty  unto  his  Majefty,  in  the  prefervation 
"  of  our  patent  liberties." — -—The  reafons  for  their  opinion 
were  fubjoined.  The  court  determined  according  to  this 
advice;  William  Stoughton*  and  Peter  Bulkley-f  were 
chofen  for  the  pnrpofe.  Soon  after  their  arrival  in  England, 
a  hearing  was  had  before  the  Lords  of  the  committee  of 
the  council,  upon  the  principal  points  ot  their  agency,  the 
claims  of  Gorges  and  Mafon,  in  both  which  they  were  un- 
fuccefsftil.  The  province  of  Main  was  confirmed  to  Gor- 
ges and  his  heirs,  both  as  to  foil  and  government.  To  put 
an  end  to  all  future  difputes,  as  well  as  to  gratify  many  oi 
the  inhabitants  of  that  province,  John  Ulher  was  employ- 
ed by  MaiFachnfetCs  to  purchafe  the  right  and  interefl  of 
Gorges's  heirs,  which  he  did  for  twelve  hundred  pounds 
fteding,  and  alTigned  it  over  to  the  governor  and  company. 

This, 

*  Mr.  Stoughton  '.Vas  fecond  fon  of  Mr  Tfrael  Stoughton,  one  of  the  firft  ma- 
fcUtrates  of  the  colony.  He  was  educated  at  Harvard  college,  foms  years  % 
preacher,  but  never  fettled  in  any  parilh.  A  fermon  of  his  at  the  election  is  in,' 
print.     He  came  early  into  the  rmgiftracy  fin  1671.) 

+  Mr.  Bulkley  was  fpeakcr  of  the  houfe  of  deputies,  fon,  I  fuppofe,  of  the 
celebrated  mini'fter  oi'Concord,  of  the  fame  name.     They  failed  Oct. ■  jo,  1 67$; 
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This,  inftead  of  conciliating  matters,  gave  further  offence 
to  the  crown.*  With  refpect  to  Mafon's  claim,  it  was  de- 
termined, that  Maflachufetts  had  a  right  to  three  miles 
north  of  Merrimack  river,  to  follow  the  courfe  of  the  river, 
fo  far  as  it  extended,  and  that  the  expreflions  in  the  char- 
ter do  not  warrant  the  over-reaching  thole  bounds  by  im- 
aginary lines  or  bounds. -}~ 

The  controverfy  between  Maflachufetts  and  Mr.  Mafoa 
having  iubfifted  fo  many  years,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fet 
his  claim  or  pretence  in  its  true  light.  A  copy  of  a  grant, 
made  by  the  council  of  Plymouth  to  Capt.  John  Mafon, 
of  all  the  lands  between  Naurxikeag  and  Merrimack,  dated 
March  9th,  162 1,  is  the  mil,  in  order  of  time,  that  has 
been  produced.  This  grant  was  faid  to  be  only  fealcd,  un- 
witneffed,  no  feizinendorfed,  nor  pofleflion  ever  given  with 
the  grant,  and  no  entry  upon  any  record. 

Another  copy  of  a  grant,  Auguft  10th,  1622,  of  all  the 
lands  from  Merrimack  to  Sagadehoc  ;  which,  it  was  faid, 
did  not  appear  to  have  been  figned,  fealed,  or  witneiTed, 
by  any  order  of  the  council.  Another 

*  The  colony  fuppofed  they  acquired,  by  the  purchafe,  a  right  to  the  jurifdic- 
tion,  and  confidered  themfelves,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  lords  proprietors,  of 
the  piovince  of  Main,  as  Lord  Baltimore  and  the  Penns  do  of  Maryland  and 
Pennfylvania.  It  was  made  a  queftion  by  fome,  whether  the  right  of  jurifdic- 
tion.  in  the  heirs  of  Gorges,  was  fuch  an  intereft  as  could  legally  be  fold  or  de- 
viled. Since  the  incorporation,  by  tiie  new  charter,  it  is  of  no  great  confequence 
which  way  it  be  determined. 

+  Maflachufetts  ;hought  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the  determination  of  his  late 
Majefty  in  council,  fettling  the  boundary  lefs  favourably  for  them  than  they  evtr 
expected  The  river  Merrimack,  which  runs  upon  a  weftern  courfe  as  far  as 
Dunftable,  afterwards  turns  to  the  nerthward.  It  is  not  certain,  that  at  the  time 
of  the  grant  to  the  Maflachufetts  colony,  in  1628,  this  alteration  of  the  courfe 
was  known  to  the  grantors,  or  to  any  European.  It  is  certain,  that  a  few-  y cars 
after  our  anccflors  came  over,  evidence  was  taken  and  preferved,  that  this  river 
retained  the  fame  name  among  the  natives  from  the  mouth  to  the  crotch,  and 
these  feemed  to  be  no  intention  in  1677,  that  Maflachufetts  line  fhouldcrofs  the 
liver.  However,  it  was  thought  an  equitable  conft.rudt.ion  of  the  province  char- 
ter, in  1738,  that  fo  far  as  the  river  kept  a  weftern  courfe,  and  no  farther,  the 
province  line  fnould  run  the  fame  courfe,  keeping  the  diflance  of  three  miles- 
north  of  the  river,  but  after  that  to  run  due  weft.  There  was,  beiides,  a  miftake 
made  to  the  prejudice  of  the  province ;  for,  inftead  of  running  as  far  as  the  river 
kept  a  weftern  courfe  (the  real  intention  of  the  royal  deteimination)  it  flops  feveral 
"  miles  ibort,  at  Paiucket,  where  the  river  inclines  to  the  fouth.  Whereas  if  the 
line  had  been  continued  to  the  bend,  and  then  crofted  the  river,  or  if  the  due  weft 
line  had  begun  a  few  miles  fliort  of  Patucket,  in  either  cafe,  feveral  miles  in 
Lreadth,  the  whole  length  of  the  line  would  have  belonged  to  Maflachufetts, 
which  now  falls  to  New-Hampfhire.  This  my  Lord  Wilmington,  w  ho  was  then 
prelident  of  the  council,  allured  me,"  in  the  year  1741,  proceeded  from  a  mifap- 
prehentioii  of  the  courfe  of  the  river.  He  did  not  conceive  that  at  Patucket  th» 
river  inclined  to  the  fouthward,  or  that  any  lofs  was  occafloned  to  Maflachufetts. 
The  New-Hampfliire  agent  was  better  able  to  manage  the  ccntrovcrly  than  the 
agents  for  Maflachufetts. 
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. .  Another  grant,  or  copy  of  a  grant,  of  part  of  the  fame 
lands,  viz.  all  between  the  rivers  Merrimack  and  Pifcataqua, 
to  Captain  John  Mafon  alone,  dated  Nov.  7,  1629. 

Another  grant,  in  1635,  April  2id,  of  all  the  lands  be- 
tween Naumkeag  and  Pifcataqua  river.* 

In  all  this  confufion  of  grants,  or  copies  of  grants,  the 
greatefl  ftrefs  is  laid  upon  that  of  November  7th,  1629. 
k  is  a  ftjrange  thing,  that  the  council  of  Plymouth,  unlets 
all  thofe  grants  prior  to  the  Maflacaufetts  grant  had  been 
either  deemed  imperfect  and  invalid  from  the  beginning, 
or  elle  refigncd  and  thrown  up,  mould  grant  the  fame  lands 
to  Maflachufetts,  Mafon  and  Gorges  both 'being  members, 
and  the  moil  active  members,  of  the  council.  It  is  not 
eafy  to  account  for  a  grant  of  all  the  lands  between  Mer- 
rimack and  Pifcataqua  to  Mafon  in  1629,  when  three 
miles  between  thofe  two  rivers  had  been  granted  the  year 
before  to  Maflachufetts.  The  grants  which  were  made,  or 
pretended  to  be  made,  in  1635,  were  the  efforts  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  council,  to  fecure  fome'part  of 
the  dying  interelt  to  themfelves  and  poiterity,  in  which  they 
all  failed. -}- 

Sir  William  Jones,  the  attorney  general,  gave  his  opinion 
upon  the  whole  cafe,  which  was  tranfmitted  to  Maflachu- 
fetts, and  is  as  follows.  «  y, 

*  Douglafs  fays,  v.  2.  p.  26.  That  Mafon  in  1635.  and  Gorges  in  16] 9,  obtain- 
ed royal  patents,  with  powers  of  jurifdiction  ;  but  Douglafs  was  under  a  miftake 
as  to  Mafon.  About  that  time,  as  has  been  before  oblerved,  it  was  intended  a 
general  governor  fhould  be  lent  over,  and  Mafon  was  appointed,  and  received  a 
cbmmhTion  as  governor  over  that  part  of  the  continent  from  Naumkeag  to  Pif- 
cataqua, but  fubjecl  to  the  general  governor.  The  defign  of  a  general  governor 
was  laid  afide,  and  we  hear  no  more  of  the  commiflion  to  Mafon,  whicli  he  nev- 
er came  to  America  to  pubiifh.     Ancient  MS. 

+  An  adtion  was  brought  in  Feb.  1682,  at  Portfmouth,  againft  one  Wadley  of 
Exeter,  in  which  this  grant  of  1635  was  principally  relied  on;  and  Mr.  Cham- 
berlayne,  fecretary  of  the  province,  and  one  Mr.  Rcynes,  made  oath  that  they 
had  compared  the  copy  with  the  original,  which  did  not  appear  to  have  been  ei- 
ther figned,  fealed  or  witnefled.  The  lands  in  queftion  had  been  many  years  oc- 
cupied, and  the  plaintiff' failed  in  his  fuit.  It  wasobferved,  on  the  trial,  that  ihe 
council  of  Plymouth  was  to  conlilt  of  forty  perfons,  who  had  power  of  grant- 
ing lands  in  New-England,  provided  it  was  done  by  the  major  part  of  them,  or 
tfie  (najor  part  of  a  lawful  alTembly  of  the  laid  council,  and  under  their  common 
leal.  Nothing  of  this  appeared.  The  original  grant  could  not  be  found  in  1691, 
when  Allen  entered  a  caveat  againft  the  Mailkchufetts  charter.  He  pretended  it 
tyas  in  New-  England.     Hubbard  MS. 
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M  The  cafe  of  the  governor  and  company  of  MafTachu- 
fetts-Bay,  in  New-England,  in  America. 

"  3d  Nov.  14  Jac.  The  whole  trad  of  New-England 
was  granted  to  40  peribns,  Lords  and  others,  by  the  name 
of  the  council  of  New-England,  eftablifhed  at  Plymouth, 
whereby  power  is  given  them  to  fet  out  lands  and  heredi- 
taments to  adventurers  and  planters,  as  mould,  by  a  com- 
miffion  of  furvey,  and  distribution  executed,  be  named, 

"  19  Mar.  1628.  The  laid  council  grant  the  Mafiachu- 
fetts  colony  to  Rofvvell  and  others.   . 

"  4  Mar.  4  Car.  I.  The  grant  to  Rofweil,  &c  was,  by 
letters  patents,  confirmed  to  the  laid  proprietors  and  others, 
their  aflbciates,  who  were  then  incorporated,  with  power 
of  government  granted  to  them,  and  of  making  laws,  not 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England, 

"  The  company,  in  purfuance  of  this  grant  of  the 
council  of  Plymouth  and  charter  from  the  King,  tranfport 
themfelves,  and  make  a  fettlement  upon  the  faid  lands ;  dif- 
tributing  the  fame,  from  time  to  time,  freely  t©  adventurers 
and  planters,  without-  any  rent  referved  to  the  company  ; 
yet  fo  that,  where  the  faid  lands  were  potfefTed  by  the  na- 
tives, the  planters  did  alio  purchafe  from  them. 

"  May,  1637.  It  is -enacted  by  the  laws  of  the  place, 
That  any  perfon,  who  had,  by  himfelf,  his  grantees  or  af- 
figns,  before  the  law  about  inheritance,  14  Octo.-  1652, 
poii'elied  and  occupied,  as  his  or  their  proper  right  in  fee 
fimple,  any  houfes  or  lands  there,  and  Ihoald  lb  continue 
without  disturbance,  let,  fuits,  or  denial,  legally  made  by 
having  the  claims  of  any  perfon  thereto  entered  with  the 
recorder  of  the  county  and  fuch  claim  profecuted  to  effect 
within  t  years  next  after  the  20th  of  that  prefent  May 
16157,  every  fuch  proprietor,  their  heirs  and  affigns,  (hall 
forever  hereafter  enjoy  the  fame,  without  any  lawful  let> 
fuit,  diiturbance,  or  denial,  by  any  other  claim  of  any  per- 
fon or  peribns  whatfoever,  any  law  or  cuftom  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

"  No  claims  made  of  the  lands  in  queftion,  within  the 
time  limited. 

"  In  1635  the  patent  of  30  Nov.  14  Jac,  farrendered. 

"  Mr. 
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<c  Mr.  Mafon's  title. 

"  2  Mar.  162  1.  Mr.  Mafon,  by  grant  from  the  council  at 
Plymouth,  under  their  common  feal,  to  his  anceftor  John 
Mafon,  claims  feme  ten  towns  within  the  Mafiachufetts 
bounds  of  their  patent,  to  be  called  Mariana,  to  hold  to 
him  and  his  heirs,  in  fee  and  common  ibcage,  &c.  fubject 
to  the  exceptions  in  the  grant  to  the  grand  council,  yield- 
ing a  fifth  part  of  all  ore  found  to  his  Majefty,  and  an- 
other fifth  part  to  the  council,  with  a  letter  of  attorney  to 
•  the  chief  officer  there,  for  the  time  being,  for  delivery  of 
pofTeflion  and  feizin  to  the  grantee  Mafon,  or  his  attorney. 

"  Note,  the  grant  only  fealed  with  the  council  feal,  un» 
witneffed,  no  feizin  endorfed,  nor  polfeilion  ever  given  with 
the  grant. 

"  10  Aug.  1622.  The  faid  council  grant,  aliene,  fell  and 
confirm  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  John  Mafon, 
their  heirs  and  affigns,  all  the  lands  lying  between  the  riv- 
ers Merrimack  and  Sagadeboc. 

"  Note,  as  in  the  grant  of  1621. 

"  7  Nov.  1629.  The  faid  council  grant  part  of  the  pre- 
mifes  to  Capt.  John  Mafon,  fingle,  and  his  heirs,  extend- 
ing between  the  rivers  of  Merrimack  and  Pifcataqua. 
"  Note  as  above. 

"  1 63 1.  The  fame  council  did  again  grant  a  fmall  par- 
cel of  the  prcmiies  granted  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and 
Capt.  John  Mafon,  unto  the  laid  Sir  Ferdinando  and  Capt. 
Mafon,  with  about  fix  or  feven  others,  their  aflbciates,  ly- 
ing on  both  fides  the  river  Pifcataqua,  upon  which  lands 
fome  fettlements  were  made,  and  fome  part  thereof  divid- 
ed between  the  faid  grantees  and  adventurers  after  1631.* 

"  April,  1635.  Capt.  John  Mafon  obtains  a  new  grants 
from  the' faid  great  council,  of  all  the  lands  from  Naum- 
keag  river  to  Pifcataqua  river,  by  the  name  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire,  at  which  time  all  that  part  of  the  lands,  fo  granted, 
which  are  now  contained  within  the  bounds  of  the  Mafla- 
chufetts, were  actually  diftributed  to  and  planted  by  the 
inhabitants  of  that  colony,  by  virtue  of  their  grant  from 
the  faid  council.  u  ^he 

*  If  Mafon  fuppofed  any  of  the  preceding  grants  to  be  in  any  force,  why  fhould 
he  take  a  grant  of  part  of  the  lands  only  contained  in  thofe  ibrjner  grams,  and 
Uke  in  aflbciatcs,  and  come  to  a  divilion  with  them  i 
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"  The  whole  .matter  in  difference  was  referred  to  the 
two  Lord  Chief  Juftices,  by  his  Majefly  in  council. 

"  They,  after  a  folemn  hearing  of  council  on  both  fides, 
reported  unto  his  Majefty  : 

"  That  as  to  the  right  of  the  foil  of  the  province  of 
New-Hampfhire  and  Main,  they  could  give  no  opinion, 
not  having  proper  parties  before  them,  it  appearing,  that 
not  the  MaflacHufetts,  but  the  ter-tenants,  had  the  right  of 
foil  and  whole  benefit  thereof,  and  yet  were  not  iummcn- 
ed  to  defend  their  titles. 

"  As  to  Mr.  Mafon's  fight  of  government  within  the 
foil  he  claimed,  their  Lordfliips,  and  indeed  his  own  coun- 
fel,  agreed  he  had  none,*  the  great  council  of  Plymouth, 
under  whom  he  claimed,  having  no  power  to  transfer 
government  to  any. 

"  As  to  the  bounds  of  the  MaiTachufetts  colony,  their 
Lordmips  have,  by  their  faid  report,  excluded  thereout  the 
four  towns  of  Dover,  Portfmouth,  Exeter,  and  Hampton, 
parcel  of  Mr.  Mafon's  claim,  *  but  determined  the  remain- 
der of  his  claim  to  be  within  their  bounds.'  Which  re- 
port was  confirmed  by  his  Majefly  in  council. 

"  i ft  Query.  Whether  Mr.  Mafon's  grants,  being  only 
under  the  council  of  Plymouth's  leal,  unwitnefled,  and 
without  any  entry  or  record  of  them  any  where,  without 
feizin  endorfed,  and  no  pofleffion  having  ever  gone  along 
with  theni,  be  valid  in  law  to  ouft  about  50  years  poflef' 
lion,  a  title  under  the  government  of  the  MaiTachufetts, 
and  a  purehafe  from  the  natives  ? 

iC  I  think  it  not  good  according  to  the  law  of  England; 
and  New-England  having  no  particular  lav/  .of  their  own 
(to  my  knowledge)  which  differs  from  the  law  of  England, 
as  to  the  manner  of  pafiing  lands,  I  do  not  fee  how  any 
of  thefe  grants  can  be  good. 

"  Or,  admitting  they  be  good  in  law, 

"  2d  Quer.  Whether  Mr.  Mafon  be  not  flopped  by  the 
jaw  of  the  place,  as  above,  having  not  made  his  claim 
thereto  within  the  time  prefcribed  ?  "  If 

*  Although  Douglafs,  as  has  been  obferved,  goes  further,  and  fays,  that  "  Aug: 
19,  16^5,  King  Charles,  by  patent,  confirms  the  grant  called  New-Hampfl;ire» 
v. ith  power  oi  government  and  jurisdiction  (as  in  the  palatinate  or  bifhoprick  of 
Durham)  with  power  of  conferring  honours,"  yet  this  is  m  i  probable.  His  heirs 
were  certainly  unacquainted  with  it,  or  they  would  ha,ve  made  rnentipn  of  it  be- 
fore the.  King  and  council  in  1S91. 


c 
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li  If  Mr.  Mafon's  eftats  do  lie  within  the  jurifdiction  of 
the  aflembly  which  made  this  law,  and  that  this  aflembly 
were  rightly  constituted  according  to  the  powers  given  by- 
charter,  I  think  Mr.  Mafon  was  bound  by  this  law,  which 
I  look  upon  to  be  a  reafonable  law,  and  agreeing  in  reafon 
with  the  law  of  England. 

"  And,  if  Mr:  Mafon  have  right  thereto, 

"  3d  Quer.  Whether  ought  not  that  right  to  be  tried 
on  the  place,  ten  of  the  towns  claimed  by  him  remaining 
within  the  Maflachufetts  by  the  chief  juftice's  report  ? 

"  I  think  his  right  ought  to  be  tried  upon  the  place, 
for  fo  much  thereof  as  lies  within  the  MafTachufetts  jurif- 
diclion,  liable  to  fuch  appeal  as  the  charter  allows,  if  it 
allows  any. 

"  4th  Quer.  Or,  if  triable  here,  by  what  court  can  it 
properly  be  lb  ;  whether  in  one  of  the  four  courts  at 
Weftminfler,  or  upon  a  fpecial  commiffion  ;  and  how,  in 
your  judgment,  whether  by  jury  or  qtherwife  ? 

"  It  cannot  properly  be  tried  here  by  any  of  the  four 
courts,  but  according  to  the  law  of  the  place,  if  it  lie 
within  any  jurifdiction  ;  and  if  within  none,  the  King  may 
creel  courts,  to  proceed  according  to  the  law  of  England, 
unlets  altered  by  the  legislative  power  of  the  place.* 

"  18  S-nt.  1679.  '~  \V.  Jones." 

A  commiflion  was  ivTued  by  the  crown  for  the  govern- 
menfc  of  New-Hampflure.  Mailachufetts  thereupon  for- 
bore any  further  exercife  of  jurifdiction.  The  towns  of 
Silifbury,  Amefbury  and  Haverhill,  by  their  original 
grants  from  the  Mailachufetts  colony,  extending  more  than 
three  miles  from  Merrimack,  Mailachufetts  continued  to 
exercife  jurildiction  over  the  whole  of  thofe  towns,  al- 
though, 

*  Before  169 1,  Mafon's  heirs  had  fold  their  title  to  Samuel  Allen,  and  nothing 
more  was  heard  of  it  until  1637,  after  the  determination  of  the  controverfy  be- 
tween Mailachufetts  and  New- Hampshire.  A  large  tradt  of  country,  which  al- 
ways before  was  luppoled  to  be  within  the  Mailachufetts  province,  being  left  out 
of  it,  John  Tufton,  now  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army,  a  defcendant  from  Ma- 
fon, and  who  then  to.»k  the  name  of  Tufton  Mafon,  agreeable  to  the  laft  will  of 
his  anceft  >r,  laid  claim  to  it.  as  heir  in  tail  to  the  firlt  grantee,  and  having  ful- 
lered a  recovery,  fold  his  intereft  to  divers  perfons,  who  now  call  them felves pro- 
prietors, tec.  Capt.  Mafon  was  a  generous  adventurer  in  a  noble  defign,  the 
peopling  a  new  country,  which  has  a  tendency  to  multiply  the  human  race.  Ma- 
ny of  the  firft  adventurers  failed.  Thofe  who  came  after  faw  their  erroii,  avoid- 
ed them,  and  facceeded.  This  has  often  been  the  cafe  with  other  great  under- 
Jakings.     The  ri.it  undertakers  ought  not  to  be  forgotten. 
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though,  according  to  the  extermination,  part  of  them  lay 
without  the  patent. 

Befides  this  con  trove  rfy  about  bounds,  the  agents  had 
other;  complaints  to  anfwer.  Randolph,  who,  the  people 
of  New-England  faid,  •*  went  up  and  down  feeking  to  de- 
vour them,"  returned  to  England,  and  represented  the 
colony  as  refuting  any  obedience  to  the  acts  for  regulating 
the  trade  of  the  plantations.  A  ihip,  belonging  to  Mr, 
Ufher,  put  the  owner  afhore  at  fome  Englifh  port,  and 
went  over  to  Holland.  Mr.  Stoughton  writes  (i ft  Dec. 
1677)  "  Randolph  upon  this  news  was  lull  ot  bufinefs, 
"  being  employed,  as  he  faid,  by  my  Lord  Treafurer,  to 
ft  make  inquiry  about  it,  in  order  to  further  proceedings  ; 
"  but  now  we  have  intelligence  as  if  that  veflel  were  again 
"  put  into  Plymouth,  and  had  not  been  in  Holland.  It  the 
"  either  make  her  market  here,  or  pay  her  duties  before 
"  fhe  go  ellcwhere,  it  may  help  to  allay  matters.  The 
"  country's  not  taking  notice  of  thefe  acts  of  navigation  to 
"  cbferve  them,  hath  been  the  moil  unhappy  neglect  that 
"  wc  could  have  fallen  into  ;  for,  more  and  more  every  day, 
**  we  find  it  rnoft  certain,  that  without  a  fair  compliance 
"  iii  that  matter  there  can  be  nothing  expected  but  a  total 
"  breach,  and  all  the  ftarms  of  difplea.'ure  that  may  be." 

The  Quakers  alio  renewed  their  complaints  againit  the 
colony.  In  the  diftrefs  of  the  colony  by  the  Indian  war, 
among  other  fins,  which  were  the  caufe  of  it,  the  toleration 
ihewn  to  cmakers  was  thought  to  be  one  :  the  court  there- 
fore made  a  law,  "  That  every  perfon  found  at  a  quakers' 
*'  meeting  fhould  be  apprehended,  ex  officio,  by  the  con- 
'*  flable,  and,  by  warrant  from  a  magiftrate  or  commihton- 
"  er,  lhall  be  committed  to  the  houfe  of  correction,  and 
"  there  have  the  discipline  of  the  houfe  applied  to  them, 
"  and  be  kept  to  work,  with  bread  and  water,  for  three 
**  days,  and  then  releafed,  or  elfe  lhall  pay  five  pounds  in 
"  money,  as  a  fine  to  the  country,  for  inch  oifencc  ;  and 
"  all  conftables  neglecting  their  duty,  in  not  faithfully 
"  executing  this  order,  fhall  incur  the  penalty  of  five 
"  pounds,  upon  convict  ion,  one  third  whereof  to  the  in-. 
"  former."  I  know  of  nothing  which  can  be  urged,  in 
ajjy  wife  tending  to  excufe  the  feventy  of  this  law,  unlefs 

it 
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it  be  human  infirmity,  and  the  many  inftances  in  hiftory 
of  perfons  of  every  religion  being  fully  perfuadecl  that  the 
indulgence  of  any  other  was  a  toleration  of  impiety,  and 
brought  down  the  judgments  of  heaven,  and  therefore  jus- 
tified ptrlecution.*  This  law  loft  the  colony  many  friends. 
Several  addreffes  were  made  to  the  King,  from  the  general 
court,  whillt  the  agents  were  in  England  ;  and  the  court 
made  feveral  laws  to  remove  fome  of -the  exceptions  which 
were  taken  in  England,  particularly  an  act  to  punifh  high 
trealbn  with  death  ;  another  requiring  all  perfons  above  16 
years  or  age  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  on  pain  of  fine 
and  imprifonment ;  "  the  governor,  deputy  governor  and 
magistrates  having  firft  taken  the  fame,  without  any  referv* 

ation, 

*  At  the  fame  time  that  this  punifhment  was  provided  for  quakers,  other  pro- 
voking evils  were  enumerated  in  the  order  following,  viz. 

1.  Neglect  of  care  of  the  children  of  church  members.  A  reformation  recom- 
menued  to  the  ei.lcrs  and  brethren. 

2.  Pride,  in  men's  wearing  long  hair,  like  women's  hair  ;  other?  wearing  bor- 
ders of  hair,  and  cutting,  curling  and  immodeft  laving  out  their  hair,  principally 
in  the  younger  fort.  Grand-jurors  to  prefent,  and  the  court  to  punifh,  all  of- 
fenders, by  admonition,  fine  or  correction,  at  difcretion. 

3.  Excels  in  apparel,  lirange  new  falhions,  naked  brcafts  and  arcis,  and  pinion- 
ed, fuperiluous  ribbands  on  hair  and  apparel.  The  couit  to  fine  olilr.ders  at  dif- 
cretion- 

4.  Quaker  meetings. 

<;.  Profanenefs,  in  perfons  turning  their  backs  upon  the  public  worfhip  before 
the  bleffing  is  pronounced.  Officers  of  churches  and  felettrnen  to  appoint  perfona 
to  (hut  the  meeting  hov.ie  doors,  or  to  take  any  other  meet  way  to  attain  the  end. 

6.  Profane  curling  and  fwearing.  If  any  pcrfon  heard  another  curfe  or  fwear, 
and  did  not  inform,  he  v. as  made  liable  to  the  fame  penalty  with  the  profane 
perfon. 

7.  Tippling  houfes.  Infpectors  to  be  appointed,  and  if  they  did  not  do  their 
duty,  they  were  to  incur  the  penalty  of  the  law  againft  tippling  houfes. 

$.  Breach  of  the  filth  commandment.  All  inferiors  in  families,  abfent  at 
flight,  in  corrupt  company,  without  leave,  admoniflied,  and  lined  not  exceeding 
10/  for  the  fir  ft:  offence,  whipped  not  exceeding  rive  ltripes  for  all  after  offences. 

9.  Idlenefs.  All  idle  perfons  to  be  taken  notice  of  by  the  conftable ;  their 
names  to  be  returned  to  the  feledmen,  who  had  power,  in  cafe  of  obftinacy, 
to  fend  them  to  the  houfe  of  correction. 

10.  Opprelhon  in  fhopkeepers  and  merchants,  by  taking  too  mflch  for  their 
goods;  and  in  mechanics,  who  required  too  much  for  their  labour.  Every  per- 
fon, who  had  been  oppreiled  in  this  way,  might  apply  to  the  grand-jury,  or  to 
the  county  court,  who  had  power  to  caufe  the  offender  to  make  twofold  reftitution, 
and  to  fine  at  difcretion. 

11.  A  loofe  and  finful  cuflom  of  riding  from  town  to  town,  men  and  women 
together,  under  pretence  of  going  to  lectures,  but  really  to  drink  and  revel  in  tavr 
ems,  tending  to  debauchery  and  unchaftity.  All  faigle  perfons,  being  offenders, 
to  be  bound  to  their  good  behaviour,  with  fureties  in  ao/.  fine,  or  fuller  fine 
and  imprifonment. 

For  molt  of  thefe  offences  I  have  not  feen  any  inftances  of  profecution.  Ex- 
ceff:ve  penalties,  or  penalties  not  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  prevent  prof- 
ecutions.  The  multiplying  laws,  with  fuch  penalties,  in  any  government,  tendij 
Ij  ieJTen  the  weight  and  authoiity  of  the  penal  laws  in  general, 
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ati"orr,in  the  words  Cent  to  them  by  his  Majefly's  order."* 
The  King's  arms  were  ordered  to  be  carved  and  put  up  in 
the  ccurt-houfe.  But  it  was  a  more  difficult  thing  to 
conform  to  the  acts  of  trade.  They  acknowledge  in  their 
letter  to  the  agents  they  had  not  done  it.  They  "  appre- 
hended them  to  be  an  invafion  of  the  rights,  liberties  and 
"  properties  of  the  fubjects  of  his  Majefty  in  the  colony, 
"  they  not  being  reprefented  in  parliament,  and  accord - 
"  ing  to  the  ufual  layings  of  the  learned  in  the  law ;  the 
"  laws  of  England  were  bounded  within  the  four  feas,  and 
"did  not  reach  America;  however,  as  his  Majefty  had 
"  fignined  his  pleafure  that  thofe  acts  fhould  be  obferved 
"  in  the  Maffachufetts,  they  had  made  provifion,  by  a  law 
"  of  the  colony,  that  they  fhould  be  flridtly  attended  from 
"  time  to  time,  although  it  greatly  difcouraged  trade,  and 
"  was  a  great  damage  to  his  Majefly's  plantation."  The 
pafiing  this  law.  plainly  Jl;erjs  the  wrong  fmfe  they  Jic.d  of  the 
relation  they  flood  in  to  England^  The  people  of  Ireland, 
about  the  lame  time,  were  under  the  fame  miftake.  Per- 
haps they  had  not  greater  colour  for  an  exemption  ficm 
EngHfli  acts  of  parliament  than  a  colony  of  natural  born 
fubjects,  departing  the  kingdom  with  the  leave  of  their 
prince.  Particular  perfons  in  Ireland  did  penance  for  ad- 
vancing and  adhering  to  thefe  principles.  The  whole 
colony  of  Mafiachufetts  furrered  the  lofs  of  their  charter, 
this  being  one  great  article  of  charge  againfl  it.  I  am 
glad  I  have  this  inftance  of  Ireland,,  and  that  fo  fenfible  a 
gentleman  as  Mr.  Molineux,  the  friend    of  Mr.  Locke, 

enp-ap-ed  in  the  caufe  ;  for  it  may  ferve  as  feme  excufe  for 
o  «_>  -  .  . 

our  anceilors,  that  they  were  not  alone  in  their  mift&keti  ap- 

preheajioas 

*  MafT.  Records. 

t  "  This  court  being  informed,  by  letters  received  this  day  from  our  mefTen- 
*'  gers,  of  his  majefly's  expectation  that  the  ads  of  trade  and  navigation  be  exad- 
"  ly  and  pundualiy  obferved  by  this  his  Majefly's  color.y,  his  pleafure  therein 
»•  not  having  been  before  now  figniried  unto  us,  either  by  exprefs  from  his  Majefty. 
"  or  any  of  his  minifters  of  ftate  :  it  is  therefore  hereby  ordered,  and  by  the 
««  authority  of  this  court  enacted,  that  henceforth,  all  mafters  of  fhips,  ketches,  or 
41  other  veffels  of  greater  or  lefier  burthen,  arriving  in,  or  failing  from  any  of  the  ports 
«'  in  this  jurifdiction,  do,  without  coven  or  fraud,  yield  faithful  and  conftant  obe- 
"  dience  unto,  and  oblervation  of,  all  the  faid  ads  of  navigation  and  trade,  on 
««  penalty  of  fullering  fuch  forfeitures,  lofs  and  damage  as  in  the  faid  ads  are  par- 
*'  ticularly  exprelTed  ;  and  the  goverpor  and  council,  and  all  officers  commiflionafr 
<*  cd  and  authorized  by  them,  are  hereby  ordered  and  required  to  fee  to  the  ftrid 
"  observation. of  the  laid  nc;?." 
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prehcnfons  of  the  nature  of  their  fubjetlion.  No  prejudice  can 
be  caufed,  by  this  miftake,  againft  their,  pofierify. .  They 
have  indeed  as  high  notions  of 'Engli/h  liberties  as  their  ancejiors 
had ;  and,  as  a  Briti/h  colony,  they  humbly  hope  for  all  that, 
tendernefs  and  indulgence  from  a  Britijh  parliament ;  which  the 
Roman  fenate,  while  Rome  remained  free,  /hewed  to  Roman 
colonies :  but  thev  are  feiifible  that  they  arc  colonifis,  and  there- 
fore fubjecl  to  the  contrcul  of  the  parent  fate. 

Mr.  Leveret  continued  governor,  by  annual  election, 
from  his  being  firft  cbofen  in  1673,  until  his  death,  March 
1 6th,  1678.  The  weighty  affairs  of  the  war,  and  the 
agency,  during  his  adminiftration,  conducted  with  pru- 
dence and  fteaclinefs,  caufed  him  to  be  greatly  refpected.* 
He  was  fucceeded  by  Simon  Bradftreet  (May  1679)  who 
was  one  of  the  firft  affiftants,  and  had  continued  to  be 
annually  chofen  an  afliftant  fifty  years  together,  being 
about  feventy-fix  years  of  age  when  he  firft  entered  upon 
the  office  of  governor.  A  few  months  before,  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Symonds,  Mr.  Bradftreet  fucceeded  him  as 
deputy  governor.  Upon  Mr.  Bradftreet' s  being  chofen 
governor,  Thomas  Danforth  came  into  the  deputy  govern- 
or's place,  and  they  were  continued  in  their  refpective 
places,  from  year  to  year,  until  the  diffolution  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Whilft  the  agents  were  in  England,  days  of  fafting  and 
prayer,  fome  by  the  court,  fome  by  the  whole  people,  were 
repeatedly  appointed  by  authority,  to  implore  the  divine 
ble fling  upon  their  endeavours  for  obtaining  favour  with 
the  King,  and  the  continuance  of  charter  privileges  ;  and 
November  21  ft,  1678,  was  obierved  as  a  faft  by  all  the 
churches  in  the  three  colonies.  A  council  or  fynod  of  the 
churches  in  the  colony  of  Maflachufetts  being  convened  by 
order  of  court  in  May  1679,  thefe  two  queftions' were  re- 
ferred for  their  consideration  and  anfwer  : 

Queft.  lft.  What  are  the  reafons  that  have  provoked  the 

Lord 

*  He  died  of  the  (tone.  His  only  fon  maintained  but  an  indifferent  character. 
His  grandfon,  John  Leveret,  after  fuftaining,  in  the  civil  order,  feveral  honourable 
ports,  fpeaker  of  the  alterably,  juftice  of  the  fuperior  court,  member  of  the  coun- 
cil, one  of  the  three  comrr.iffioners  with  power  of  controlling  the  army  fent  againft 
Port- Royal,  was,  in  1707,  chofen  pretident  of  Harvard  college,  in  whicia  port  he 
continued  until  his  death,  having  the  character  of  a  gentleman  and  fcholar,  and 
alio  of  a  man  of  vii  trie  and  religion. 
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Lord    to    bring    his    judgments    upon     New-England  ? 

Queft  2d.  What  is  to  be  done,  that  fo  thofe  evils  may 
be  removed  ? 

I  do  not  cenfure  the  authority  of  the  colony  for  their 
great  anxiety  on  this  occafion,  or  for  ufing  every  proper 
meafure  to  obtain  the  fmiles  of  Heaven,  as  well  as  the  fa- 
vour of  their  earthly  fovereign  ;  and  only  remark,  that  we 
have  no  evidence  of  any  extraordinary  degeneracy.*  At 
this  time,  Great-Britain,  Scotland  efpecially,  was  fuffering 
under  a  prince  inimical  to  civil  and  religious  liberty  : 
New-England,  therefore,  without  a  miraculous  interpo- 
sition, mull  have  expected  to  fhare  the  fame  judgments, 
and  perhaps  had  not  greater  reafon  to  make  the  two  inqui^ 
lies  than  either  of  the  two  kingdoms. 

The  complaint  of  Gorges  and  Mafon,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  event,  rcftrained  the  general  court  from  any 
attempt  to  hold  pofieflion  of  the  country  eafhvard  of  Main, 
Upon  the  exchange  of  Surinam  for  New- York,  that  coun- 
try, and  the  iilands  and  countries  contained  in  the  former 
grant  to  the  Duke  of  York,  were  granted  anew  ;  and  Major 
Andros,  governor  under  the  Duke,  erected  a  fort,  and  ef- 
tablifhed  a  cuftom-houfe,  at  Pemaquid,  part  of  the  terri- 
tory between  Kennebeck  and  St.  Croix.  Whilft  the  Dutch 
were  in  pofTeflicn  of  New-York,  this  territory  had  been 
neglected  ;  and  the  inhabitants  being  without  any  powers 
of  government,  Maiiachuletts,  in  1672,  had  fent  their 
comrniffioners,  who  appointed  and  held  courts,  and  eftab- 
liihed  civil  and  military  officers,  trom  Pemaquid  to  Geor- 
ges, the  feacoafr  being  well  inhabited,  and  the  fifhery  in  a 
ilouriiliing  flate  j  but  upon  the  Duke's  taking  poffeffion, 
by  his  governor,  they  laid  afide  their  pretences  to  jurif- 
diction. 

The  agents  were  detained  in  England  until  the  fall  of 
1679.  They  thought  themfeives  not  at  liberty  to  return 
without  the  King's  exprefs  leave.  The  popiih  plot  pre- 
vented an  attention  to  plantation  affairs,  and  it  was  thought 

too 

*  Mr.  Neale  fays,  >'  the  people  began  t»  grow  intolerably  licentious  in  their 
"  mora!.*- ;  that  devout  people  obferved  the  judgments  of  God  feemed  to  follow 
»«  them  ;  blafting.  epidemical  difeales,  uncommon  lofles  by  lea,  &c."  Thefmall-. 
I'ox,  which  is  ahvays  travelling  about  the  world)  then  prevailed-  There  had 
been  wars  with  French  and  Dutch)  and  captures  by  the  enemy  might  v/cll  havs 
beer,  expected. 


*%'] 
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too  great  a  hardfliip  to  detain  them  any  longer.  Upon 
their  repeated  application  they  were  difmified,  and  arrived 
at  Bofton  December  23d.  They  had  obtained  nothing 
but  time,  a  further  opportunity  for  the  colony  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  made  by  the  crown.  Atfurances 
feem  to  have  been  given  by  the  agents,  that  other  perfons 
lhould  be  lent  over  to  fupply  thttit  places,  and  although, 
upon  their  return,  no  mark  of  difapprobation  of  their  con- 
duel:  was  fhewn  by  the  general  court,  but  a  vote  paffed 
thanking  them  for  their  pains,  yet  many  were  diflatisfied, 
efpecially  with  Mr.  Stonghton,  whom  they  thought  to 
have  been  too  compliant.*'  They  brought  with  them  the 
King's  letter  of  July  24,  1679,  containing  the  following 
requisitions. 

1.  That  agents  be  lent  over  in  fix  months,  fully  m- 
ftructed  to  aniwer  and  tranfact  what  was  undetermined  at 
that  time. 

2.  That  freedom  and  liberty  of  confeience  be -given  to 
fuch  perfons  as  defire  to  (erve  God  in  the  way  of  the  church 
of  England,  fo  as  not  to  be  thereby  made  obnoxious,  or 
difcounrenanced  from  their  iharing  in  the  government ; 
much  lefs  that  they,  or  any  other  his  Majeily's  fubjecb 
(not  being  papifts)  who  do  not  agree  in  the  congregational 
way,  be  by  law  fubjeclcd  to  lines  or  forfeitures,  or  other 
incapacities. 

3.  That  no  other  diftinclion  be  obferved  in  making  of 
freemen,  than  that  they  be  men  of  competent  eftates, 
rateable  at  10/.  according  to  the  rules  of  the  place,  and 
that  fuch?  in  their  turns,  be  capable  of  the  magistracy, 
and  all  laws  made  void  that  obflrudt  the  lame. 

4.  That  the  ancient  number  of  eighteen  afiimints  be 
henceforth  obferved,  as  by  charter.-f- 

5.  That 

*  Mr.  Stoughton,  perhaps,  ever  had  the  intereft  of  his  country  at  heart,  but  in 
the  purfuit  or  it  governed  himfelf  by  the  rules  which  Cicero,  in  one  of  his  epiftles* 
prefcribes  for  a  wife  magiftrate.  ««  Nunquam  enim  preftantibus  in  republica  gu- 
bernanda  viris  laudata  eft  in  una  fententia  perpetua  pcrmanlio ;  fed  ut  in  navigando 
tempeftati  obfequi  artis  eft,  etiamh  portum  tencre  non  queas :  cum  vero  id  pofiis 
mutata  velificatione  afiequi,  ftultum  eft  eum  tenere,  cum  periculo,  curium,  quern 
ceperis,  potius  quam,  eo  commutato,  quo  velis  tandem  pervenire."     Ad  Lentul. 

+  They  continued  to  limit  themfehres  to  eight  or  ten  afliftants.  At  firft,  as  has 
been  obferved,  it  was  done  to  leave  room  for  perfons  of  quality  expe&ed  from 
England.  Thofe  expectations  had  long  ceafed.  In  a  popular  government,  and 
where  the  magiftrates  were  annually  chofen,  increafing  tlie  number  would  give  a 

bettjji* 
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5.  That  all  pcrfons  coming  to  any  privilege,  trull  or 
-,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

6.  That  all  military  cc  ns,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
ceedings of  juftice,  run  in  his  Majefty's  name. 

j.  That  all  la'.  t  to,  and  inconfflent  with, 

the  laws  of  England  for  trade,  be  led. 

8.  While  Mr.  Gorges's  complaint  was  before  the  coun- 
cil, the  agents,  without  hi'.  Majefty's  permiffion,  who 
lomc  time  in  treaty  for  the  fame,  bought  Mr.  Gorges's 
intereft  in  tl  e  province  of  Main,  for  1200I.     His  Majefty 
had  heard  of  fome  effects  of  a  fevere  hand  upon  his  fub- 

there,  and  therefore  required  an  alignment  of  the  faid 
province,  on  repayment  of  the  faid  1200I. 

9.  That,  as  for  that  part  of  New-Hampfhire  province 
three  miles  north  of   Merrimack  river,    granted  to 

>n,  the  government  whereof  remained  veiled  in  his 
Majefty,  defigning  to  fettle  the  fame  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
his  iubjects  there,  the  Mafiachufetts  1  .'.  commiffions 

[/ranted  by  them  for  governing  there. 

A  compliance  with  the  firft  of  theie   inftru&ions  was 

delayed.     The   rcafons  affigned  were,  th  er  of  the 

Connecticut  agent  having  been  taken  by  the  Alge- 

rines)  and  the  heavy  debt  of  the  colon} .  b  made  it 

almoft  incapable  of  the  expend-. 

As  to  the  fecund  and  third,  they  had  no  1  reftrain 

the  inhabitants  from  choofing  church  of  England  men 
the  magiftracy,  or  other  office,  that  law,    confining  the 
privilege  to  church  members,  being  long  fince  repealed, 
and  all  proteftants  of  icy.  rateable  tftate  were  capable  of 
being  made  freemen. 

The  fourth,  they  complied  with  at  the  next  election,  in 
1680. 

And  alfo  with  the  fifth,  fixth  and  feventh,  in  manner  as 
has  been  mentioned. 

They  juftified  their  purchase  of  the  province  of  Main, 
at  the  dcfire  of  the  inhabitants,  and  in  favour  to  them  ; 

and 

better  cliar.ee  to  afpirin?,  men.     On  the  other  handi  the  greater  the  number  of  ai 
fiftan'v,  the  lcls  the  weight  of  the  houi'e  of  deputies  the  election  of  all  offi< 
ptn^'iny  ?]ion  the   major   vote  of  the  whole  court      Thi*  laft  reafon  might  u 
the  deputies  to  refule  their  eonfeat  to  an  ificrcafe. 

*  Caufed  by  the  late  war. 
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and  denied  their  having  ever  ufed  any  ac"ls  of  feverlty,  and. 
were  {ilent  as  to  the  re-conveying  it. 

The  9th  and  lad  they  had  complied  with,  as  we  have 
juft  mentioned. 

The  firft  Commiffion  for  the  government  of  New- 
IIamp(hire,  was  to  Mr.  Cutt,  as  prefident  of  the  province. 
The  following  letter  was  voted,  by  the  new  afierbbly,  at 
their  firft  meeting,  and  Cent  to  the  governor  of  Mailiichu- 
Cetts,  to  be  communicated  to  the  aflembly  there. 

"  Portfmouth,  in  the  province  of  New-Hampfhire, 
"  March  25th,  1680. 
"  Much  honoured 

"  The  late  turn  of  providence  made  amongft  us  by  the 
"  all-ordering  hand,  hath  given  occafion  for  this  prefent 
"  application,  wherein  we  crave  leave,  as  we  are  in  duty 
"  bound,  firft  thankfully  to  acknowledge  your  great  care 
"  of  us,  and  kindnefs  towards  us,  while  we  dwelt  under 
"  your  (hadow  ;  owning  ourfelves  deeply  obliged,  that  you 
"  were  pleafed,  upon  our  earneft  requeft  and  (upplication, 
"  to  take  us  under  your  government,  and  ruled  us  well, 
"  while  we  Co  remained,  Co  that  we  cannot  give  the  Icaft 
"  countenance  to  thoCe  reflections  that  have  been  caft  upon 
"  you,  as  if  you  had  dealt  injurioufly  with  us.  Secondly, 
"  that  no  di:.  ion  with  your  government,  but  merely 

"  our  fubmiiiion  to  Divine  Providence,  to  his  Majcfty's 
tk  commands,  to  whom  we  owe  allegiance,  without  any 
"  Ceeking  of  our  own,  or  defires  of  change,  was  the  only 
"  Caufe  of  our  complying  with  that  prefent  feparation  from 
"  you  that  we  are  now  under;  but  mould  have  heartily 
';  rejoiced,  if  it  had  Ceemed  good  to  the  Lord  and  his 
"  Majefty  to  have  fettled  us  in  the  fame  capacity  as 
l'  formerly.  Thirdly,  and  withal  we  hold  ourfelves  bound 
"  to  fignify,  that  it  is  our  mod  unfeigned  defire,  that  fuch 
"  a  mutual  correfpondence  betwixt  us  may  be  Cettled,  as 
"  may  tend  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  honour  of  his  Maj- 
"  efty,  whofe  fubjeds  we  all  arc,  and  the  promoting  the 
"  common  intcreit,  and  defence  againft  the  common  enc- 
"  my,  that  thereby  our  hands  may  be  flrengthcned,  being 
"  of  ourfelves  weak,  and  few  in  number,  and  that  if  there 
"  be  opportunity  to  be  any  ways  ferviceable  unto  ycu,  we 

"  may 
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11  may  mew  how  ready  we  are  thankfully  to  embrace  the 
"  fame.  Thus  wifhing  the  prefence  o(  God  to  be 
"  ycu  in  all  adminiftrations,  and  craving  the  benefit  of 
ir  prayers  and  endeavours  for  a  blcffing  upon  the 
"  heads  and  hearts  of  us  who  are  Separated  from  our  bre- 
"  thrc   .        fubfcriba  John  Cott,  Prefident,  at 

the  confent  of  the  cc 
and  general  aficv.'v  ."' 
Directed  to  the  honorable  governor  and  council  of 
MaiTachufetts-Bay,  to  be  communicated  to  the  gei 
court  in  Be: 
This  letter  was  read  in  general  court,  May  22c],   1  i 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

The  province  of  Mam  continued  to  be  protected  by  Mat- 
fachufett?.      After  the  purchafe  from  Gorges  the  m 
part  of  the  court  were  of  opinion  that  it  mould  be  fold  a- 
gain  to  the  higheil  bidder  towards  reimburfing  the  expenfe 
of  defending  it,  which  they  com.  it  eight  thoufar.d 

pounds ;  and  a  committee  was  appoint  id  for  this  purpofe  ; 
but  this  vote  was  reconhder<?d.  H :  there  was  a  necefc 

fity  of  a  different  administration  from  what  there  had  been 
formerly.      Whiift  the  province  v.-  to  be' includ- 

ed in  the  bounds  of  the  Maifachufetts  charter,   the  towns 
were  reprelented  in  the  general  court,  and  it  was  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpotes  eonfidered  as  a  county  ;  but  the  d 
mination  of  1677    had    confined  MafFachufctts  to  three 
nth  or  north -eail  ot  >  .  icfc  river.     The  colo- 

ny mud  confider  it  fell    therefore  in  the  place  of  Gorges,- 

:ed  with  the  powers  granted  to  him  by  cl  11    '    r  | 
tear.     Accordingly,  they  appointed  their  deputy  governor 
Thomas  Dantorth,  president  of  the  provinc . 
em  under  Maffachtrietts,  the  lords  proprietaries,  and  to  be 
accountable  to  them  ;  and  thither  he  repaired  toward.',  the 
end  of  1679,  together  with  Mr.  Xoweli,  See.  and  - 
pointed  officers,  held  courts  and  made  provHkJn  foT  admin- 
iiiering  government  in  the  form  preferibed  by  the  patent 
to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges. 

Randolph 

*  The  people  of  the  province  of  Main  were  jrell  contented,  whiift  they  enjoyed 
fhe  privileges  of  the  Maflachufetts  colony.  To  become  a  province  of  that  colony 
wj:  aiu^ieeabie,  and  they  never  cord.clly  f-bmiueu.     AJtBoiigh  I  I 

accounted  , 
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Randolph  kept  a  continual  watch  upon  the  colony,  and 
went  divers  times  to  England  with  complaints,  and  return- 
ed with  frelh  orders  and  powers.*  In  1676  he  brought 
over  the  complaint  of  MaTbn  and  Gorges.  J 11  1678  he 
came  over,  with  power  from  the  corrimiflioners  of  the  cuf- 
toms,  as  an  mipector,  and  to  make  feizures  and  bring  in- 
formations for  breaches  of  the  acts  of  trade  ;  but  he  was 
generally  if  not  always  condemned  in  cods ;  and  it  appears, 
by  a  reprefentation  he  afterwards  made  to  the  commiflion- 
ers,  that  he  had  been  a  great  fufteref.  He  brought  with 
him  alfo  a  commiftion  to  divers  perfons,  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  them,  to  admiriifter  an  oath  to  the  governor  faith- 
fully to  etfecuCe  the  duty  required  by  the  act  of  trade. -j* 
The  governor,  Mr.  Leveret,  did  not  take  the  oath  in  con- 
fequencc  of  that  commiffion.  Randolph  was  in  England 
again  in  1679,'J  and  returned  the  latter  part  of  the  fame 
year. 

The' governor,  at  the  firft  fefiion  after  the  receipt  of  new 
orders  from  the  King,  took  the  oath,  which  was  adminif- 
tered  by  the  deputy  governor  in  open  court,  not  as  one  of 
tlie  corrimiflioners.  Randolph  went  home  again  the  next 
winter  to  renew  his  complaints ;  and,  upon  his  return  to 
Boffon,  in  1681,  brought  with  him  a  commiffion  from  the 
crown  for  collector  and  Purveyor  and  fearcher  of  the  cuf- 
toms  in  Ne'w-Engtand.||     He  laid  his  commiffion  before 

the 

accounted  themfelves  a  free  ftate,  yet  this  was  no  fecurity  to  the  others  that  they 
mould  be  iefs  arbitrarily  governed  than  when  a  finale  pcrfon  was  the  proprietor. 
"  hi  Auguft  168c,  the  deputy  governor,  Mr.  Saltonttall,  Nowell,  &c  failed  from 
Bofton,  with  6c  foldiers,  in  a  [nip  and  Hoop,  to  ftill  the  people  at  Cafco-bay,  and 
prevent  governor  Andros's  ufurpation."     MH.  Letter. 

*  In  a  reprefentation  of  his  fervices  to  the  committee  of  council»  he  fays,  he 
had  made  eight  voyages  to  New-England  in.  nine  years. 

+  Edward  Randolph,  Thomas  Savage,  William  Taylor,  George  Curwin  the 
elder,  Thomas  Prattle,  Thomas  Deane,  James  Whetcomb,  Richard  Wharton? 
John  Richards,  Humphrey  Warren,  Thomas  Kcllond,  John  Hubbard,  Humphrey 
Davy,  and  Samuel  Mofcley,  together  with  the  members  of  the  council  for  the  lime 
being,  were  the  comniiflioners. 

%  ««  Mr.  Randolph  yet  waits  to  get  the  country  better  qualified  for  his  recep- 
tion.     By  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  one  of  Bofton,  in  the  weft,  who  wad  fo  inge- 
nuous as  to  fend  the  very  original  to  us,   we  perceive  great  things  *re  upi 
wheel,  relating  to  us,  in  his  airy  fancy.     They  were  fuch  as  not  to  be  coi 
ted  to  paper,  but  t<>  be   communicated   in   the  fafer   way  ot   private  difcourfe." 
y't  letter  to   Btadftrd^    1679. 

"  William  Dyre,  at  the  fame  time,  called  himfelf  furveyor  and  fearcher  . 
lli     1  luppole  this  was  the  beginning  of  the  cilice  of  l'urvcv"     general,  his  com- 

Vol.  I.  U 
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the  general  court,  and  defired  he  might  be  aided  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  office  with  their  countenance  and  authority  > 
but  no  notice  being  taken  of  his  application,  he  fet  up  an 
advertifement  in  the  town  houfe,  to  acquaint  all  perfons 
concerned  that  an  office  was  erected,  &c.  This,  he  faid, 
was  taken  down  by  the  marfhal,  by  order  of  the  general 
court  or  fome  of  the  members ;  he  therefore  in  a  letter  to 
the  governor  demands  the  final  refolution  of  the  court, 
whether  they  will  admit  the  faid  patent  to  be  in  force  or 
not,  that  he  might  know  how  to  govern  himfelf.  There 
is  no  record  of  any  refolution  of  the  court  herein.  During 
thele  diftrefles  of  the  colony  there  were  two  parties  fubiiit- 
ing  in  the  government,  both  of  them  agreed  in  the  impor- 
tance of  the  charter  privileges,  but  differing  in  opinion  up- 
on the  extent  of  them,  and  upon  the  proper  meafures  to 
preferve  them.  The  governor  (Mr.  Bradftreet)  was  at  the 
head  of  the  moderate  party.  Randolph  in  all  his  letters 
takes  notice  of  it.  The  governor's  fon  in  a  letter  from 
New-London,  April  1681,  writes,  "  As  to  what  you  fay 
"  about  the  change  fome  people  expect  this  election,  fo 
*'  far  as  it  concerns  yourfelf  it  may  be  an  advantage.  Bet- 
"  ter  the  ruin,  if  it  mult  be  fo,  under  other  hands  than  yours. 
"  Time  will  make  it  appear  who  have  been  the  faithful 
"  and  wife  confervators  of  New-England's  liberties ;  and 
"  that  the  adored  iaviours  of  our  interefls,  many  of  them, 
"  have  consulted  very  ill  the  interest  eipouled  by  them." 
Mr.  Stoughton,  Mr.  Dudley,  and  William  Brown  of 
Salem,  thele  fell  in  with  the  governor.  The  deputy  go- 
vernor (Mr.  Danforth)  was  at  the  head  of  the  other  party  : 
the  principal  members  of  the  court  with  him  were  Major 
Gookins  of  Cambridge,  Peter  Tilton  of  Hadley,  Eliiha 
Cooke  and  Eliiha  Hutchinfon  of  Bofton.  This  party  op- 
pofed  the  fending  over  agents,  the  fubmitting  to  acts  of 
trade,  &c.  and  were  for  adhering  to  their  charter  according 
to  their  construction  of  it,  and  leaving  the  event.  Gookins, 
being  aged,  defired  a  paper  he  drew  up  as  his  dying  testi- 
mony might  be  lodged  with  the  court,  containing  the  rea- 
fons  of  his  opinion.  He  was  a  very  zealous,  but  an  up- 
right, 

jmfilon  extending  to  New-York  ;  but  the  powers  and  duties  of  thefe  offices  were 
not  then  fullv  fettled.  Randolph  did  not  choofe  to  acknowledge  himfelf  Dyre'i 
inferior,  or  lubjsit  to  his  centroul. 
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fight,  man,  and  acted  from  principle.  He  feems  to  have 
been  the  only  magistrate  who  a  few  years  before  oppofed 
the  people  in  their  rage  againfl  the  Indians,  friends  and 
enemies  without  distinction  ;  and  expofed  himfeif  to  the 
reproaches  of  his  brethren  in  the  magistracy  upon  the  bench, 
as  well  as  to  hootings  and  offensive  language  from  the  pop- 
ulace as  he  palled  the  streets.  Tilton  was  one  of  the  mod 
rigid,  and  was  concerned  in  a  paper,  publiihed  about  that 
time,  reprefenting  the  great  apoftacy  both  of  magiflrates 
and  ministers. 

In  1680*  a  letter  had  been  received,  under  the  King's 
fign  manual,  charging  the  colony  with  negledting  to  fend 
over  other  agents  in  the  room  of  thole  who  had  obtained 
leave  to  return,  and  requiring  that  they  be  fent  in  three 
months  after  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  and  that  they  come 
prepared  to  anfwer  the  claim  which  Mafon  had  made  to 
the  lands  between  Naumkeag  and  Merrimack.  Imme- 
diately upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  court  chofe  two 
agents,  Mr.  Stoughton  and  Mr.  Nowell ;  and  initructions 

.    wej*e 

*  Lord  Culpeper,  governor  of  Virginia,  came  to  Bofton  the  24th  of  Auguft  this 
year,  in  his  return  to  England. 

It  appears  by  the  records,  that  the  hon.  George  Ruflell  (I  fuppofe  a  younger 
brother  to  the  celebrated  Lord  Ruilell)  was  in  New-England  in  1680,  and  pre- 
sented with  the  freedom  of  the  colony.  Mr.  Richard  Saltonltall,  fon  of  Sir  Rich- 
ard, returned  this  year,  after  many  years  abfence,  and  was  again  chofen  firft  adif- 
tant,  and  fo  the  two  fucceeding  years.  He  went  back,  to  England  before  1683, 
and  died  at  Hulme,  April  29th,  1694.  MS.  letter.  He  left  an  eftate  in  York- 
lhire.  Mr.  Saltonftall  was  related  to  Mr.  Hamden,  who,  like  his  anceftors,  was 
a  true  friend  to  New-England.  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Saltonftall's  daughter,  dat- 
ed May,   1694,  I  find  this  little  piece  of  Englith  hiftory  :   "  The  court  is  altered 

as  well  as  other  places;   Mr.  H n  was  to  wait  on  mafter,   and  all  looked 

very  fmooth.  He  afked  him  concerning  the  report  he  heard  (this  was  a  fecor.d 
time,  not  that  mentioned  in  my  other  letter)  ;  he  faid,  no,  no,  there  was  nothing 
in  it,  he  did  not  intend  to  remove  him.  He  killed  hands,  and  that  night  a  new 
commiflion  was  granted  to  a  young  perfon  under  30  years  of  age,  who  they  fay 
muft  go  before  all  the  grave  judges.  His  virtues  may  be  wrote  in  a  little  room, 
but  not  his  vices.  A  few  days  after,  the  archbilhop  was  fent  to  tell  him  how  well 
he  was  efteerned  ;  but  he  growing  into  years  might  like  his  eafe.  If  he  would 
be  Lord  or  Earl  he  mould  be  either,  or  have  any  penlion.  To  the  flrft  he  an- 
fwered,  that  he  would  die  a  country  gentleman  of  an  ancient  family,  as  his  was, 
and  honour  enough  for  him.  For  the  fecond,  he  laid,  he  lhould  not  take  the 
King's  money,  and  the  King's  fervants  want  bread  ;  he  always  fpake  againft  giv- 
ing penfions  to  others,  and  at  fuch  a  time  as  this  it  was  a  great  oppreflion.  While 
he  had  a  roll  and  can  of  beer,  he  would  not  take  the  King's  money.  It  is  won- 
dered af  by  many,  considering  how  ufeful  he  was  in  the  year  88  and  following — 
but  enough  of  this." 

,  I  hope  the  friendihip  Shewn  by  the  family  of  Hamden  to  New-England  wilt 
fxcufe  my  inferting  this  anecdote,  although  it  has  no  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the 
colony. 

Ua 
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were  drawn  up,  but  both  of  them  peremptorily  refufed  to 
engage  in  the  affair ;  Mr.  Stoughton,  notwithflanding  the 
exceptions  fome  had  taken  to  his  former  conduct,  being 
ftrongly  urged  to  it.     As  for  Mafon's  claim,  it  was  looked 
upon  as  groundlefs  and  extravagant,   and  the  court  gave 
themfelves  but  little  concern  about  it,  further  than  to  ob- 
ferve,   that  if  he  had  any  pretence  to  the   lands,   his  title 
would  be  fairly  tried  upon  the  fpot,  where  by  law  and  ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  and  folicstor  general, 
*in   1677,  it  ought  to  be  tried.      After  this,  Randolph* 
brought   to  Bofton  the  King's  letter  of  October  the  2  n'l, 
1 63 1,-\- complaining,  "  that  the  collector  had  not  been  able 
to  execute  his  office  to  any  effect  ;  that  attachments  had 
been   brought  again  ft  him  and  his  officers  for  doing  their 
duty ;  that   he  had  been  obliged  to  depoilt  money  before 
he  could   bring  an  action  againft  offenders;  that  appeals, 
in  matters  relating  to  the  revenue,  had  been  refufed  ;  and 
that  they  had  feized  into  their  hands  the  moiety  of  forfeit- 
ures belonging  to  his  NLjefty  by  law."     It  was  therefore 
required,  "  that  fit  perfons  be  lent  over,  without  delay,  to 
anfwer  thefe   complaints,  with  powers  to  fubmit  to  fuch 
regulations  of  government  as  his  Majefty  mould  think  fit ; 
that  rcftjtujtipn  be  made  of  all  monies  levied  from  the  offi- 
cers ;  that  they  be  encouraged  in  putting  the  acts  of  trade 
in  execution,  without  charge,  as  in  England  ;  that  an  ac- 
count be  given  of  forfeitures  received  ;  and  that  appeals  be 
allowed."    The  court  denied  the  charge,  and  faid,  in  their 
anfwer,  "  that  Mr.  Randolph  was  acknowledged  collector, 
and  his  commifiion  enrolled;  that  no  fuits  had  been  coun- 
tenanced againft  any  officers,  except  where  the  fubjeel  had 
been  unjuttly  vexed ;  that  they  knew  of  no  forfeitures,  ex- 
cept 

*  In  April.,  1 68 1,  Randolph  fet  tip  a  proteft,  on  the  exchange  in   Bofton,  a- 
gainft  the  acts  of  the  court. 

f  «  As  for  the  large  and  particular  account  you  are  pleafed  to  give  me  of  the 

"  o.  ncefns  of  the  country  in  general,  yours  was  lent  hither  to  me  to  my  houie 

•     Mr.  Randolpn.  where  1  have  been  for  fome  weeks,  and  do  intend    ta 

"  ftay  fome,  weeks  longer,  fa  that  I  doubt  Mr.  Randolph,  by  whom  I  lend  this, 

.  g  <ne  ere  I  come  to  London  ;  but,  when  I  lhall  be  there,  I  (hall  endeav- 

»»  out  t&  inform  my  f elf  the  heft  I  can.  how  matters  do  ftand  as    to  your  colony, 

■  M  dq  them  the  b^ft  lei  vice  and  friendly  offices  1  can;  and  it  will  be  ve« 

and  advifable,    that,  upon  Mr.  Randolph's  arrival,  matters  relating  to 

«L  trad   be  to  fettled,    as   that    mere   be   no  further  juft-  complaints  upon   that 

lit  "  S;r  Garge  Downing' s  Utter  ta  Governsr  Bradjlrcct,  Eajl-Hadhj? 

:,   l68i. 
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cept  a  fine  upon  a  mailer  of  a  fhip  for  abufing  the  govern- 
ment ;  thdt  they  \voh!i!  encourage  his  officer?,  and  require 
no  clcpoiit  for  the'  future;  but  as  to  admitting  appeals, 
the)r  hoped  it  would  be  further  considered."  However, 
the  fending  over  agents  could  be  no  longer  delayed.  At  a 
court  called  in  Feb-.  16S1,  when  his  majefty's  letter  by 
Mr.  Randolph  was  read,  they  determined  to  come  to  the 
choice  of  agents.  Mr.  Sroughton  and  Mr.  Dudley  were 
cholen,  the  court  being  much  divided.  Mr.  Stoughton  again 
uttcriy  refufed,  and  Mr.  Richards*  was  chofen  in  his  ftead. 
The  defign  of  taking  away  the  charter  became  every  day 
more  and  more  evident.  Agents  empowered  to  fubmit  to 
regulations  cf  government,  were,  in  other  words,  agents 
empowered  to  furrender  their  charter.  However,  the  gen- 
eral court  would  have  been  glad  to  put  a  more  favourable 
conflruction  upon  it,  it  being  inconfiftent  with  his  Majef- 
ty's  repeated  declarations;  and  therefore  they  directed 
their  agents  not  to  do,  or  confent  to,  any  thing  that  fhould 
violate  or  infringe  the  liberties  and  privileges  granted  by 
charter,  or  the  government  eftablifhed  thereby.  A  new 
matter  of  charge  had  been  brought  againfi:  them  in  Eng- 
land, viz.  the  coining  money.  This  they  excufed,  "  it 
having  began  in  the  times  of  the  late  confufions,  to  prevent 
frauds  in  the  pieces  of  eight,  current  among  them  ;  and  if 
fhejr  had  trefpailed  upon  his  Majefty's  prerogative,  it  was 
through  ignorance,  and  they  humbly  begged  his  pardon." 
The  other  points  of  exception  were  anfvvered  as  before 
mentioned.  The  .agents  failed  May  3  i  ft.  A  public  fad 
was  appointed  to  be  obferveel  June  2 2d,  through  the  colo- 
ny, to  pray  for  the  prefervation  of  their  charter,  and  luc- 
cefs  to  the  agency.  Randolph  was  in  England  not  long 
after  them,  ready  to  difclofe  every  thing  the  agents  defired 
to  conceal.  The  governor  had  defired  him  to  do  nothing 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  colony.  He  promifed,  in  his  an- 
fwer,  that  if  they  would  make  a  full  fubmiffion  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  he  would  endeavour  to  procure  his  Majefty's  royal 
pardon,  and  the  continuance  of  their  privileges,  fo  far  as 
that  they  fhould  have  liberty  of  confeience  and  the  free 

exerciie 

*  Mr.  Richards  was  a  '.realthj  merchant,  of  a  iair  charafteij  and  one  of  the 
Sffiltants. 
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exercife  of  their  religion  ;  and  that  no  money  fhould  be 
railed  without  the  content  of  the  people  :  for  other  mat- 
ters, their  agents  were  moil  proper  to  folicit.*  The  agents, 
in  their  firft  letters  to  the  general  court,  acquainted  them, 
*'  that  his  Majefty  was  greatly  provoked  by  their  fo  long 
neglecting  to  fend  agents,  and  they  defired  the  court  to 
confider  whether  it  was  beft  to  hazard  all,  rather  than  fat- 
isfy  his  Majefty  as  to  the  mode  of  fubmiflion  to  the  laws 
for  regulating  trade,  fince  they  ferioufly  intended  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  fubftance."  They  had  not  then  been  heard 
before  the  council ;  but  foon  after,  upon  prefenting  the 
court's  addrefs,  they  were  commanded  to  fhew  their 
powers  and  all  their  inftructions,  not  publicly,  but  to  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins,  lecretary  of  ftate ;  and  it  appearing,  upon 
perufal,  that  they  did  not  contain  fuch  powers  as  had  been 
required,  they  were  informed  by  Lord  Radnor,  that  the 
council,  nem.  com  had  agreed  to  report  to  his  Majefty, 
that  unlefs  the  agents  fpeedily  obtained  fuch  powers  as 
might  make  them  capable  to  fatisfy  in  all  points,  a  quo 
warranto  fhould  proceed.  The  agents  repreletited  the  cafe 
of  the  colony  as  defperate,  and  left  it  to  the  court  to  de- 
termine whether  it  was  moll:  advifable  to  fubmit  to  his 
Majefly's  pleafure,  or  to  iuffcr  a  quo  warranto  to  ifiue. 
Many  cities  had  fubmitted.  Bermudas-}- in  the  plantations, 
and  the  city  of  London,  had  refufed  ;  and  quo  warrantos 
had  gone  out,  the  determination  of  which  might  enable 

MafTachufetts 

*  In  Feb.  1681.  Randolph  exhibited  to  the  Lords  of  the  council  articles  of  high 
fnifdemeanor  againft  a  faction  of  the  general  court  fitting  in  Barton,  viz.  Thomas 
Danforth,  Daniel  Gookins,  Nathaniel  Saltonftall,  Samuel  Nowell,  Richards,  Da- 
vy, Gedney,  and  Appleton>  magiftratesi  and  Fifher,  Cocke,  Brattle,  Stoddard. 
Bathurft,  Hathorne,  Wait,  Johnfon,  Hutchinfon,  Sprague,  Oakes,  Holbrook, 
Culhing,  Hammond,  and  Pike,  deputies. 

+  Bermudas  was  the  fecond  colony,  for  many  years  fcarce  deferving  the  name, 
Virginia  being  the  firft.  The  charter  bears  date  the  "  29th  June,  in  the  13th 
year  of  King  James,  1614,  by  the  name  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  city 
of  London  lor  the  plantation  of  the  Sorper  lllands."  This  charter  never  was 
removed  to  the  colony,  as  that  of  Mafi'achufetts  had  been.  The  company  con- 
tinued to  meet  as  a  propriety  in  London.  A  governor,  deputed  by  the  company, 
with  a  council  and  aflembly,  exercifed  fome  degree  of  legiflative  power  in  the 
iflands  ;  but  the  governor  and  company  in  London  had  the  power  of  making  laws, 
pot  repugnant,  &c.  In  1663  a  law  was  made  by  the  company,  that  every  vtllej 
above  live  tons,  built  in  the  illand  without  exprefs  leave  of  the  company  firft  had 
and  obtained,  ihould  be  forfeited  and  fold  for  the  ufe  of  the  company.  The  in- 
habitants made  complaint  of  great  oppreihon,  and  prayed  for  a  diffolution  of  their 
charter;  that  a  governor  might  be  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  the  fubjecls  gov. 
erned  as  they  were  in  Virginia  and  Barbados.  True  relation  of  the  illegal  j>reciea~ 
Ings  of  the  Sitner  iflandi  company,  &c.  1678. 


Chap.  II.]      MASSACHUSETTS.  30 


j>wj 


MafTachufetts  to  judge  what  would  be  prudent  for  them  to 
do.* 

Upon  receipt  of  thefe  advices,  it  was  made  a  queflion, 
not  in  the  genera]  court  only,  but  amongft  all  the  inhabit- 
ants, whether  to  furrender  or  not.  The  opinions  of  many 
of  the  miniiters,  and  their  arguments  in  iupport  ot  them, 
were  given  in  writing  ;  and,  in  general,  it  was  thought 
better  to  die  by  the  hands  of  others,  than  by  their  own.-f- 
An  addrefs  was  agreed  upon  by  the  general  court  ;  another 
wras  prepared  and  lent  through  the  colony,  to  be  flgned  by 
the  feveral  inhabitants,  which  the  agents  were  to  prefent 
or  not,  as  they  thought  proper  ;  and  they  were  inftrncted 
to  deliver  up  the  deeds  for  the  province  of  Main,  if  required, 
and  it  would  tend  to  preferve  their  charter,  othcrwife  not ; 
and  they  were  to  make  no  conceflions  of  any  privileges 
conferred  upon  the  colony  by  the  charter. 

Cranfield,  governor  of  New-Hampihire,  being  on  a  vifit 
at  Bofton,  advifed  to  the  agents  waiting  upon  Lord  Hide, 
and  tendering  him  an  acknowledgment  of  two  thouiand 
guineas  for  his  Majefty's  private  fervice  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  promifed  to  reprefent  the  colony  in  a  favourable  light. 
The  court  agreed  to  the  propofal,  and  lhewed  him  the  let- 
ter they  wrote  to  the  agents  thereupon  -3  but  he,  infamoufly, 
reprefented  the  colony  as  rogues  and  rebels,  and  made  his 
game  of  them  for  making  fuch  an  offer  j  and  the  agents 
complained  of  their  being  ridiculed  for  the  (ham  put  upon 
the  country. I'  Upon  the  agents  receiving  this  final  refo- 
lution  of  the  court,  their  bufinefs  was  at  an  end.  It  was 
immediately  determined  a  quo  warranto  ihould  go  againfl 

the 

*  Randolph  was  inceffant.  June  14th.  1681,  he  writes  to  the  Earl  of  Claren- 
don :  "  His  Majefty's  quo  warranto  againft  their  charter,  and  fending  for  Tho- 
«♦  mas  Danforth,  and  for  Samuel  Nowell,  a  late  fanatic  preacher  and  now  a  mar 
m  giftvaie,  and  Daniel  Filher,  Eliiha  Cooke,  deputies,  to  attend  and  anfwer  the 
«»  articles  of  high  mifdemeanors,  I  have  now  exhibited  againft  them  in  my  papers 
,*«  fent  Mr.  Blaithwait,  will  make  the  whole  faction  tremble.  If  the  party  were 
"  confiderable  enough  to  revolt  upon  his  Majefty's  refoiution  to  fettle  the  plan- 
w  tation,  their  firft  work  would  be  to  call  me  to  account  for  endeavouring  openly 
««  the  alteration  of  their  conftitution,  which  by  their  law  is  death-" 

+  The  clergy  turned  the  fcale  for  the  laft  time.  The  balance  which  they  had 
held  from  the  beginning  they  were  allowed  to  retain  no  longer. 

X  "  Truly,  fir,  if  you  was  here  to  fee  how  we  are  ridiculed  by  our  beft  friends 
at  court  for  the  mam  Cranfield  hath  put  upon  you,  it  would  grieve  you.  1  wili 
affure  you,  whatever  letters  he  hath  (hewn  you,  his  Majefly  laft  night  told  my 
friend  that  he  had  reprefented  us  as  difloyal  rogues."      Dudhj  to  BraJjireefg 
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the  charter,  and  that  Randolph  fhould  be  the  mcffenger 
of  death.  The  agents  arrived  at  Bolton  the  23d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1683  »  an'^  ^  l"ame  week  Randolph  arrived  *  with 
the  quo  warranto,  and  a  declaration  from  the  King,  that  if 
the  colony,  before  profecution,  would  make  full  tubmifilon 
and  entire  resignation  to  his  pleafure,  he  would  regulate 
their  charter  for  his  fervice  and  their  good,  and  with  no 
further  alterations  than  mould  be  necefiary  for  the  fupport 
of  his  government  there.  Two  hundred  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceedings againft  the  charter  of  London  were  lent  at  the 
fame  time,  by  advice  of  the  privy  council,  to  be  difperfed 
through  the  province.  The  governor,  and  major  part  of 
lie  affiftants,  defpairing  of  any  fuccefs  from  a  defence,  paf- 
fed  the  following  vote  :  "  The  magistrates  have  voted,  that 
an  humble  addrefs  be  fent  to  his  Majefly  by  this  fhip, 
declaring  that,  upon  a  Serious  consideration  of  his  Majef- 
ty's  gracious  intimations  in  his  former  letters,  and  more 
particularly  in  his  late  declaration  that  his  pleafure  and 
purpofe  is  only  to  regulate  our  charter  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
(hall  be  for  his  fervice  and  the  good  of  this  his  colony,  and 
without  any  other  alteration  than  what  is  necefiary  for  the 
fupport  of  his  government  here,  we  will  not  prefume  to 
contend  with  his  Majefly  in  a  courfe  of  law,  but  hum!  !v 
lay  ourfelves  at  his  MajeSty's  feet,  in  a  fubmiffion  to  his 
pleafijre  Co  declared  ;  and  that  we  have  refolyed,  by  the 
next  opportunity,  to  fend  our  agents,  empowered  to  re- 
ceive his  Majefty's  commands  accordingly.  And,  for 
faving  a  default  for  non-appearance  upon  the  return  of 
the  writ  of  quo  warranto,  that  fome  meet  perfon  or  per- 
sons be  appointed  and  empowered,  by  letter  of  attorney, 
to  appear  and  make  defence,  until  our  agents  may  make 
their  appearance  and  fubmiffion,  as  above.  The  ma- 
gistrates have  palled  this  with  reference  to  the  content  of 
their  brethren  the  deputies  hereto. 

"  15th  Nov.  1683.  EpwARD  Rawson,  fee' it." 

This  lay  in  the  houfe,  under  confederation,  a  fortnight, 
and  was  then  paficd  upon  as  follows  :  "  Nov. 

*  The  next  day  after  Randolph  arrived,  a  terrible  fire  happened  in  Bofton,  ii» 
the  richeft  part  of  the  tovvn.  Some  of  the  people  in  their  rage  and  jealoufy  i'up- 
pofed  the  town  to  be  fet  nn  fire  by  his  prucurement.  I  find  (his  hU'.nuated  ill  a^ 
interleaved  almanack>  and  other  manulcripts. 


i684] 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


3U5 


"  Nov.  30,  1 6 S 3 -  The  deputies  content  not,  but  adhere 
"  to  their  former  bills.  Wm.  Torrey,  Cler/-' 

Had  this  been  made  an  act  of  the  general  court,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  confequent  administration  of  govern- 
ment would  have  been  lefs  arbitrary  than  it  was  upon  the 
judgment  again  it  the  charter  ;  but,  'upon  the  revolution, 
they  might  have  reaiiumed  their  charter,  as  Rhode- Inland* 
and  Connecticut  did  their  refpective  charters,  there  having 
been  no  judgment  againft  them.-f- 

A  letter  of  attorney  was  fent  to  Mr.  Humphrys,  to  ap- 
pear and  anfwer  for  the  province.  Addreffes  were  fent, 
one  after  another,  but  to  no  purpofe.  In  September,  a 
fcire  facias  was  received  by  Mr.  Dudley,  and  communi- 
cated to  the  governor,  who  called  a  fpecial  court.  The 
time  for  their  appearance  at  Weft  mi  niter  was  pad  before 
it  was  received  in  Bofton.'.j;    No  other  anfwer,  than  another 

humble 

*  Rhode-Ifland  made  a  full  furrender  of  their  charter,  as  appears  by  the  fol- 
lowing advertifement  in  the  London  gazette,  Windfor,  Sept.  13,  1674  :  "  His 
«*  Majefty  has  graciouily  received  the  addrefs  of  the  colony  of  Rliode-Ifland  and 
««  Providence  Plantations  in  New- England,  humbly  reprefenting,  that  upon  tlie 
*'  fignification  of  a  writ  of  quo  warranto  againft  their  charter,  they  had  refclved 
«<  in  a  general  affembly  not  to  ft  and  fuit  with  his  Majefty,  but  wholly  to  fubmit 
"  to  his  royal  plealure  themfclves  and  their  charter,  whereof  his  Majefty  has 
«' thought  fit  to  accept  the  furrender."  The  order  in  council  to  the  attorney 
general  to  bring  writs  of  quo  warranto  againft  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Illand  was 
dated  July  15,  1685 . 

Connecticut  had  the  offer  of  being  annexed  to  Mafiachufetts  or  New- York. 
They  prayed  the  continuance  of  their  privileges  ;  but  if  they  imift  lofe  their 
charter,  they  chofe  to  be  annexed  to  Mafiachufetts.  This  was  conftrued  /H  fur- 
render. 

+  However  agreeable  to  law  this  diftin&ion  might  be,  yet  equity  does  not  feem 
to  favour  it.  The  charter  of  London  was  adjudged  forfeited,  upon  a  long  argu- 
ment of  the  greateft.  lawyers  in  the  nation.  The  Mafiachufetts  was  decreed  for- 
feited, upon  default  of  appearance.  Not  only  the  charter  of  London,  but  all  the 
charters  in  the  King's  dominions  I  fuppole  (utilefs  Bermudas  is  an  exception) 
whether  furrendered  or  whether  there  had  been  judgment  againft  them,  were  re- 
afluinedi  except  that  of  Mafiachufetts. 

X  The  proceedings  were  in  this  form  and  order. 

The  firft  fcire  facias  directed  to  the  fberiif  of  Middlefex  bore  teft  16th  Ap.  3G 
Car.  2d.  whereon  a  nichil  returned. 

Trin.  36  Car.  2d.  an  al.  fcir.  fac  directed  to  the  fame  fheriff,  returned  2d 
June,  i68j,  whereon  anot'ii  r  nichil  returned. 

nth  June,  36  Car.  z<\.  the  agent  for  the  company  moved  by  his  counfel  for 
time  to  fend  to  New-England  for  a  letter  of  attorney  under  the  corporation  leal, 
to  appear  and  plead  to  thofe  fcire  facias's  until  Michaelmas  term  then  next,  when 
the  court  ordered  Mr.  Attorney  Ihould  be  attended  therein  to  (hew  caufe  the  laft 
day  of  that  term  why  the  defendants  mould  not  have  time  to  appear. 

Mr.  Attorney  moved  againft  that  order,  and  had  it  in  iume  part  let  afide,  but 
waved  it,  and  on  hearing  counfel  of  both  fides  it  was  ordered, 

18th  June  84,  That  judgment  be  entered  up  for  his  Majefty  as  of  this  term  ; 
but  if  defendants  appear  firft  day  of  next  term,  and  plead  to  iliue,  fo  as  to  take 

iiotlce 
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humble  add;efs,  was  attempted.  The  cafe  was  defperate, 
and  judgment  was  entered  up  ;  copy  of  which  was  received 
by  Mr.  Rawfon,  July  2d,  1685. 

Before  any  new  government  was  fettled,  King  Charles 
died.  Mr.  Blaithwait  wrote  to  the  governor,*  and  recom- 
mended the  proclaiming  King  James,  without  delay.  This 
was  done,  with  great  ceremony,  in  the  high  flreet  in  Bof- 
ton  (April  20th.) 

There  were  all  the  fymptoms,  notwithstanding,  of  an 
expiring  conftitution.  Several  of  the  towns  neglected  to 
fend  their  deputies  in  the  year  1684.  Little  bufinefs  was 
done  at  the  court.  The  people,  indeed,  Ihewed  fome  re- 
fentment  againil  the  magistrates,  who  had  been  forward  for 
furrendering.  Mr.  Dudley,  Richards  and  Brown  were 
dropped  ;  Cooke,  Johnfon  and  Hutchinfon  chofe  in  their 
ftead,  Mr.  Bradftreet,  the  governor,-^  Mr.  Stoughton, 
Buikley,  Saltonftall  and  Gidncy  had  fewer  votes  than  ufual. 
There  fecms  to  have  been  as  much  indifference  in  the  le- 
gislature about  public  affairs  in  1685,  expecting  every  day 
to  be  fuperfeded. 

The  election  for  1686  was  the  12th  of  May.  Mr. 
Dudley  being  left  out,  Mr.  Stoughton,  from  complaifance 
to  hira,  refilled  to  fervc.]; 

The  15th,  the  Rofe  frigate  arrived  from  England,  with 
a  commiilion  to  Mr.  Dudley,  jj  as  prefident,  and  divers 

others, 

notice  of  a  trial  to  be  had  the  fame  term,  then  the  faid  judgment  by  Mr.  Attor- 
ney's conicnt  to  be  fet  afide,  otherwife  the  fame  to  ftand  recorded. 

On  the  firft  day  of  Michaelmas  term  following,  the  company's  agent  retained 
counfel  to  move,  and  brought  feveral  merchants  to  teftify  in  the  court  of  chan- 
cery, that  in  the  time  given  it  was  impoffible  to  have  a  letter  of  attorney  returned 
from  New- England  ;  fo,  as  they  had  not  given  time  long  enough  to  perform  a 
matter,  it  was  in  effect  giving  no  time  at  all,  for  a  time  not  fufficient  was  equally 
fatal  to  no  time  given. 

To  which  the  then  Lord  Keeper  replied,  that  no  time  ought  at  all  to  have  been 
given,  in  regard  that  all  corporations  ought  to  have  attornies  in  court  at  all  times 
to  appear  for  them  upon  all  occafions.  And  fo  fet  afide  the  order  fox  time  to 
appear  and  plead,  and  judgment  was  entered  as  in  the  copy. 

*  He  faid  he  did  not  write  as  to  a  government,  the  charter  being  vacated. 

+  The  governor  had  690  votes,  Danforth  had  63  i,  for  governor.     MS. 

X  One  Jofeph  Redknap  died  at  Bofton  at  the  age  of  1 10.  He  came  over  at  Co, 
had  been  a  wine  cooper  in  London. 

!|  Mr.  Dudley,  when  he  found  he  could  do  his  country  no  ferviee  in  his 
agency,  that  he  might  not  wholly  lofe  his  labour,  took  meafures  to  ferve  himfelf, 
and  had  recommended  himfelf  to  the  court  when  he  was  in  London.  Alter  his 
return,  he  kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  Randolph,  who  warmly  ef- 
poufed  his  intereftj   and  writes.   July  i2th,  SS4,  to  Col.  Shrimntcn — «•  No  betfer 

new* 
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others,  gentlemen  of  the  council,  to  take  upon  them  the 

administration  of  government.     A  copy  of  the  commiffion 

was  prefented,  and  the  following  anlwer  refolved  upon  by 

the  court,  nemine  contradicente. 

"  Gentlemen, 

-  We  have  perufed  what  you  left  with  us,  as  a  true  copy 

of  lis  Majefty's  commiffion,  mewed  to  us  the  17th  inft 

m  >owering  you  for  the  governing  of  his  Majefty's  fub- 

je&s    inhabiting  this  colony,    and  other  places  therein 

'  mentioned.     You  then  applied  to  us,  not  as  a  governor 

1  company,  but  (as  you  were  pleafed  to  term  us)  fome 

"  of  the  principal  gentlemen  and  chief  inhabitants  of  the 

:ral  towns  of  the  MafTachufetts,  amongft  other  dif- 

urfe  faying,  it  concerned  us  to  confider  what  therein 

"  might  be  thought  hard  and  uneafy  ;  upon  perufal  where - 

"  of,  we  find,  as  we  conceive,  Firft,  That  there  is  no  cer- 

"  tain  determinate  rule  for  your  adminiftration  of  juftice ; 

"  and  that  which  is,  feems  to  be  too  arbitrary.     Secondly, 

"  That  the  fubjjete  are  abridged  of  their  liberty,  as  Eng- 

"  lifhmen,  both  in  the  matters  of  legiilation  and  in  laying 

"  of  taxes  ;    and  indeed  the  whole  unqueftioned  privilege 

"  of  the  fubjecr.  transferred  upon  yourfelves,  there  not  being 

'*  the  leafl  mention  of  an  ailembly  in  the  commiffion,  and 

"  therefore  we  think  it  highly  concerns  you  to  confider 

"  whether  fuch  a  commiffion  be  lafe  for  you  or  us  ;  but  if 

"  you  are  fo  fatisfied  therein,  as  that  you  hold  yourfelves 

"  obliged  thereby,  and  do  take  upon  you  the  government 

"  of  this  people,  although  we  cannot  give  our  alTent  thereto, 

"  yet 

news  could  have  come  to  me,  than  to  hear  Mr.  Dudley,  principally,  was  left  out 
of  the  election  ;  the  fitter  man  to  ferve  his  King  and  country  in  an  honourable 
ftation,  for  they  have  declared  him  fo."— And  again  the  26th.  ««  I  am  extremely 
felicitous  that  Mr.  Dudley  might  have  the  fole  government  of  New-Eng!and» 
for  no  man  better  underftands  the  constitution  of  your  country,  and  hath  more 
loyalty  and  refpett  to  his  Majefty's  affairs;  but  I  dare  not  openly  appear  in  it, 
left  it  be  thought  there  is  fome  private  defign  in  it ;  but  I  am,  upon  all  occafions, 
hinting  his  merit  to  his  friends." — But,  however  obnoxious  Mr.  Dudley  had  ren- 
dered himielr,  yet  he  was,  with  lefs  reluctance,  received  as  their  chief  ruler,  at 
this  time,  from  a  general  expectatian,  which  had  obtained,  of  Kirk's  being  lent 
over  to  take  the  government.  Their  agent  (Humphries)  had  advifed  them  of  the 
danger  of  it,  and  they  expected  fomething  of  the  fame  tragedy  he  had  been  ading 
in  the  weft  ol  England.  Mr.  Rawfon,  in  a  letter  to  Hinkley,  July  1685,  writes, 
that  «'  Col.  Kirke,  whom  his  late  Majefty  appointed  and  deligned  to  be  our 
governor,  is  confirmed  by  his  prelent  Majefty,  and  is  preparing  to  fail  with  two 
frigates,  and  may  be  expected  in  four  or  five  weeks."  This  was  before  his  and 
TerrVies's  campaign,  as  King  James  called  it,  in  the  weft  ;  but  after  the  newi  of 
>he  tragedies  there,  Rawfon  writes — "  Our  condition  is  awful." 


3o8  .    THE    HISTORY    OF  [Chap.  II. 

44  yet  we  hope  we  fhall  demean  ourfelves  as  true  and  loyal 
"  fubjects  to  his  Majeily,  and  humbly  make  our  add  relics 
"  unto  God,  and  in  due  time  to  our  gracious  prince,  for 
"  our  relief.  May  2.0th,  1600. 

"  By  order,     Epws  Rav/son,  Sec'ry. 

"  Thefe  for  Jofeph  Dudley,  Efq.  and  the  reft  of  the 
"  gentlemen  named  in  his  Mai  l>  fly's  commifTion." 

The  court  appointed  a  committee  to  take  into  their 
euftody  fuch  papers  as  referred  to  the  charter,  and  titles  of 
land,  by  purchafe  from  the  Indians  or  otherwise,  and  order- 
ed the  fecretary  to  deliver  the  fame,  and  adjourned  to  the 
fecond  Wednefday  in  October. 

The  25th  of  May  the  prefi  dent  and  council  met,  and 
his  Majefty's  commiinon  was  publilhed. 

.New-Plvrno-nh,  Coiihe&icut,  and  Rbode-Ifland,  who 

were  lefs  obnoxious,  and  had  been  more  pliant  than  Ma£» 

fuchufelts,  were  all   to  be  in    like  decree    fufferers  ;    al- 

ugh  not  included   in  Mr.   Dudley's  commifiion,*  the 

execution  was  only  rclpited  a  Few  months. 

We  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  affairs  of  New-Plymouth 
fince  the  year  1676.  Hating  conquered  Philip's  country 
of  Mount-Kope.  now  Rriftol,  it  was  confirmed  to  that 
colony  by  King  Charles.  Mafiachufetts  had  applied  for 
it.  Mr.  WinftbW,  the  governor  of  Piyiuouth,  died  in 
16S0,  Dec.  1 8th,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Thomas  Hinkley, 
who  continued  until  that  colony  was  included  in  the 
fame  commifiion  with  rviailachufetts,  &C.  It  was  a- 
greed,  that  the  grand  council  of  Plymouth  could  confer 
no  powers  of  government.  They  had  nothing  therefore  to 
fupport  them  at  New-Plymouth,  but  the  King's  approbation, 
from  time  to  time,  of  their  proceedings.  It  might  then 
well  be  expected  that  they  mould  act  with  great  caution, 
to  avoid  giving  offence.  They  had  been  amufed  from 
year  to  year,  with  arlurances  that  the  King  would  grant 
them  a  charter.  Such  an  one  as  Connecticut  had- receiv- 
ed they  prayed  for.  The  name  of  Mafiachufetts  was  o- 
dious.  The  governor  kept  upon  good  terms  with  Ran- 
dolph, 

*  I  find  the  following  paftage  in  a  letter  from  Ireland,  March  26th,  1684. 
"  Our  laft  packet  from  England  brings  us  news  of  two  very  loyal  addreffes  to 
his  Majefty,  one  from  New-Plymouth  and  the  other  from  Connedicut,  which 
were  both  very  gracioufly  received  ;  by  which  I  fufpect  you,  of  the  Mafiachufetts, 

nvf3.  mm'f»    ivhio-'rifTi.      nnA     Trr»l:r      n*M<yHhcmr<;     nirtrp     tm-vWh-     tn    pxnr&ft     it     in      tVirt 
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dolph,  who  engaged  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  ob- 
tain the  charter.*  They  had  orders  to  fend  over  a  copy 
of  their  patent,  in  order  to  form  a  sew  one,  in  which  the 
Narraganfet  country  was  to  be  included  ;  but,  upon  the 
quo  warranto  coming  over  to  Mailaclmfetts,  Mr.  Biaith- 
wait  wrote  to  the  governor,  Sept.  27th,  1683 — "  I  rnuft 
u  deal  plainly  with  you.  it  is  not  probable,  any  thing  will 
"  be  determine.!,  in  that  behalf,  until  his  Majeiry  do  fee 
"  an  iffue  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  MafTachufetts 
"  colony,  and  that  upon  regulating  their  charter,  that  col- 
'*  ony  he  brought  under  focb  an  actual  dependence  upon 
**  the  crown  as  becomes  his  Majefty's  iubjects.  From 
"  hence  it  will  be,  that  your  patent  will  receive  its  model ; 
"  and  although  you  may  be  allured  of  all  you  defire,  vet 
**  it  will  be  expected  that,  in  acknowledgment  of  fo  great 
"  favours,  fuch.  provitions  may  be  inlcrfed  as  are  neceifary 
w  for  the  maintenance  of  his  Majctly's  authority."  After 
this,  they  could  have  no  great  reafon  to  hope  for  fucceis. 
However,  they  continued  their  puriuit,  and  in  November, 
1683,  they  forwarded  another  addrefs,  wherein  they  con- 
gratulated his  Majefty  upon  his  deliverance,  in  anfvver  to 
their  prayers  they  hoped,  from  the  late  horrid  confpiracy  :-{~ 
and  they  had  appointed  the  1  jtfcj  initant  for  a  day  of  folcum 
thankfgiving,  for  the  falvation  of  his  Majefty's  royal  per- 
fon  from  that  and  other  hellilh  confpiracies.  They  go  on 
to  pray  his  Majefty's  favour  in  granting  them  a  charter, 
having  lent  over  a  true  copy  of  their  patent  irom  the  coun- 
cil oi  Plymouth.  Randolph  writes  to  the  governor  of  Ply- 
mouth, the  fourth  of  March  following,  that  he  had  pre- 
sented the  addrefs,  with  the  neceifary  amendments,  to  his 
Majefty  in  council ;  that  it  would  be  printed,  was  graciouf- 
ly  received,  and  that  they  would  find  the  benefit  of  it,  in 
difpatch  and  fettlement  of  their  colony.  Upon  the  death 
of  King  Charles  they  were  diftinguiihed  by  King  James 
from  the  other  colonies,  by  a  letter  under  his  fign  manual, £ 
acquainting  them  with  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  the 
great  things  the  parliament  had  done,  the  defeat  of  Argyle, 
and  the  landing  at  Monmouth,  and  the  care  taken  to  pre- 
vent 

*  They  fent  over  Mr.  James  Cudworth,  as   thsir  agent,   in   1681,   tofolicit 
their  patent  ;  but  he  died  loon  after  his  arrival. 

-J  This  mult  be  the  proteftant  plot.  ]■  June  a6th,  1685. 
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vent  bis  fuccefs,  all  to  prevent  any  falfe  and  malicious  ru- 
mours that  might  be  fpread  among  his  Majefty's  fubjecTs 
at  that  diftance.  An  addrefs  was  lent  to  the  King,  upon 
his  acceffion,  taking  notice  of  the  afiurances  they  had  re- 
ceived from  his  royal  brother,  and  praying  that  his  Maicfty 
would  fulfil  them.  This  was  the  laft  effort.  *  Connecti- 
cut kept  more  filent,  inactive  and  reierved,  fubmitting 
when  compelled  to  it,  and  reaffuming  their  rights  as  foon  as 
they  had  an  opportunity  for  it.-f- 

To  avoid  any  interruption  in  relating  the  feveral  fteps 
taken  for  vacating  the  charter,  we  have  palled  over  fome 
events,  the  remembrance  of  which  fhould  be  preferved. 

The  Indians  at  the  eaflward  continued  their  hoftilities 

after 

*  King  Charles's  grant,  under  his  Hgn  manual,  of  Philip's  country,  is  in  thefe 
words:  «•  We  have  taken  into  our  royal  confidcration,  how  that,  by  your  loyalty 
and  good  conduct  in  that  war,  you  have  been  the  happy  inftrurrjents  to  enlarge 
our  dominions,  and  to  bring  that  new  territory  of  Mount-Hope  into  a  mnre  im- 
mediate dependence  upon  us  :  We  are  therefore  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  and 
grant,  and  do  hereby  give  and  grant,  unto  you,  the  full  and  entire  pre  perty  of 
the  faid  territory,  or  fcope  of4and,  commonly  called  Mount- Hope,  containing, 
by  common  cftimation,  feven  tKdufa'iid  acres,  be  the  fame  more  or  lefs,  for  the 
i'ole  and  proper  ufe  and  behoof  of  yourfelves  and  the  reft  of  our  faid  colony  of 
New-Plymouth,  to  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceil'ors,  as  of  our  caftle  of 
Windfor  in  the  county  of  Berks,  yielding  and  paying,  &c.  feven  beaver  (kins  each 
and  every  year,  &c." 

This  country  of  Mount-Hope,  with  feveral  townfhips  and  parts  of  townfhips, 
always  reputed  part  of  the  colony  of  New-Piymouth,  by  a  new  line,  never  until 
then  conceived  by  any  perlbn  whatfoevcr,  was,  in  the  year  1741,  by  commifilon- 
ers  from  New-York,  &c.  determined  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  Rhode-Maud 
charter;  and  this  determination,  perhaps,  for  want  of  proper  evidence,  which 
might  have  been  produced  on  the  part  of  Maifachufetts,  was  afterwards  confirmed 
by  his  late  Majefty  in  council. 

In  this  and  other  controversies  about  boundaries,  it  has  been  the  misfortune  of 
the  Maifachufetts  province  to  have  been  reprefented  as  too  great  and  powerful  a 
province  ;  that  his  Majefty's  fmall  province  of  New- Hampshire,  the  lmall  colony 
of  Rhorte-Ifland,  were  oppreffed  and  borne  down,  &c 

f  The  condition  of  the  dilPenters  in  England,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of 
King  Charles  the  fecond,  had  caufed  many  of  them  to  turn  their  thoughts  again 
towards  New-England.  "  Divers  perfons  in  England  and  Ireland,  gentlemen, 
citizens  and  others,  being  inclined  to  remove  themfelvcs  into  foreign  parts, 
where  they  may  enjoy,  without  interruption,  the  public  cxerrife  of  chriftian  re- 
ligion, according  to  what  they  apprehend  of  divine  inftitution,  have  pievailed 
with  Mr.  Blackwell  to  make  your  country  a  vifit,  and  inquire  whether  they  may 
be  there  welcome,  and  whether  they  may  reafonably  expect  that  liberty  they 
promife  themfelves,  and  others,  who  will  attend  their  motion."  Letter  from 
Dan.  Ccixe  to  Gov.  BraJJlreet,  London,  0£l.  10,  1684.  The  alteration  which  hap- 
pened prefently  after,  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony,  was  alone  fufficient  to 
difcourage  this  emigration.  At  the  fame  time,  fome  of  the  pioteftants  in 
France,  after  a  relation  of  their  miferable  ftate  in  France,  conclude  a  letter  from 
Rochel,  ift  October,  1684 — ««  New-England,  the  country  where  you  live,  is  in 
great  eftecm  :  I,  and  a  great  many  other  proteftants,  intend  to  go  there.  Tell 
us,  if  you  pleafe,  what  advantage  we  can  have,  and  particularly  the  peafants» 
who  are  ufed  to  the  plough.  If  fomebody  at  your  country  would  fend  a  Ihip 
here  to  fetch  over  Fier.ch  protectants,  he  would  make  great  gain." 
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after  thofe  at  the  weflward  were  fubdued'  and  difperfed. 
In  Augufl,  1676,  they  furprifed  the  houie  of  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, an  ancient  trader  at  Kennebeck,  and  from  thence 
croffed  over  to  Arowtlck  ifland,  where  there  was  a  large 
houie,  with,  what  was  there  efleemed,  a  ftrong  fort  built 
round  it,  belonging  to  Major  Clark  and  Capt.  Lake,*  two 
meiThants  of  Boflon,  who  owned  the  ifland  and  great  part 
of  the  main  land  near  co  it.  The  Indians  hid  themfelves 
in  the  night  under  the  walls  of  the  fort.  When  the  cen- 
tinel  left  his  ilation  at  day-light,  fome  of  the  Indians  fol- 
lowed him  in  at  the  fort  gate,  whiift  the  reft  ran  to  the  port 
holes,  and  Ihot  down  every  perfon  they  law.  Captain  Lake, 
finding  the  Indians  had  pollened  themfelves  of  the  fort, 
efcaped,  with  Capt.  Davis-}-  ajtfktwo  others,  at  a  back  door, 
to  the  water  fide,  intending  to  papjfcp,  another  ifland  near 
to  Arowiick.  Capt.  Lii&e  vfds  (Milled jjufl  as  he  landed. 
His  bones  were,  after  fej&ie^/tirnj?,  f&tynd  and  brought  to 
Boflon.  Davis  was  wour^I,  but  mjtde  his  efcape,  as  did 
the  other  two.  At  thefe  cwa_ujpwf^s,  fifty-three  Englilh 
were  killed  and  taken.  The  news  of  this  ftroke  broke  up 
all  the  plantations  at  and  near  Kennebeck,  the  inhabitants 
tranfporting  themfelves  to  Pifcataqua  and  Boflon,  or  fome 
other  place  of  fecurity.  This  brought  the  Indians  further 
weflward,  to  Cafco,  Spurwinck,  Black-point,  Wells,  and 
Cape  Nidduck,  within  the  bounds  of  York  ;  at  all  which 
plates  they  did  more  or  lefs  mifchief.  Mugg,  a  noted 
Indian,  well  known  to  the  Englilh, ;£  was  at  the  head  of 
the  enemy.  The  prilbners,  by  his  means*,  were  treated 
with  more  humanity  and  courtefy  than  had  been  known  ; 
and  he  lent  one  or  two  of  them  to  Pifcataqua,  in  order  to 
ranfom  their  friends ;  but  the  goods  fent  for  their  ranfom 
were  feized  by  other  Indians.  Mugg  himfelf  came  to 
Pifcataqua,  and  afterwards  to  Boflon  ;  where,  in  behalf  of 
Madockawando  and  Cheberrina,  fachems  of  Penobfcot,  he 
entered  into  treaty  with  the  governor  and  council,  Nov. 
13th,  1676.  This  was  the  firfl  treaty  with  any  of  the 
Tarrateens,  or  eaflern  Indians.  "  They  promifed  to  ceafc 
all  acts  of  hoflility  ;    to  return  the  captives  ;    to  do  their 

utmoft 

*  Capt.  Lake  was  the  anceftor  of  the  late  Sir  Bibie  Lake. 

+  Davis  was  afterwards  of  the  coilncil  for  Maflachufetts  province. 

t  He  had  lived,  from  a  child,  in  Englilh  families. 
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utmoft  to  repair  the  damages  fuftained  by  the  Englifh  ; 
to  buy  no  powder  or  ammunition  of  any  other  than  per- 
fons  deputed  by  the  governor,  provided  they  could  have  a 
fupply  in  that  way ;  and  to  account  all  other  eaftern  In- 
dians in  the  number  of  their  enemies,  who  did  not  aflent 
to  the  lame  covenant  and  agreement."  No  mention  is 
made  of  any  fubjedtion  to  the  government  of  the  colony, 
or  to  the  King  of  England  ;  but  they  are  confidcrcd  as  a 
free,  independent  people.  The  treaty  is  at  large  in  Mr. 
Hubbard's  hiftory  of  the  war.  The  Indians  continued, 
notwithstanding,  to  do  mifchief  on  the  eaftern  frontier  in 
1 677  ;  when  Major  Andros,  by  virtue  of  his  commillion 
from  the  Duke  of  York,  having  placed  forces  at  Pemaquid, 
the  Indians  made  overtures  of  peace  and  friendship  j  and, 
as  a  proof  of  their  fincerity,  brought  in  15  Engliih  cap- 
tives,  and  they  continued  for  fome  time  quiet.  An  attack 
was  made  upon  the  weftern  frontiers,  by  40  or  50  Indians, 
faid  to  be  river  Indians,*  but  whether  Connecticut  or 
Hudfon's  river  is  not  mentioned.  This  was  the  19th  of' 
September,  1677.  They  furpriled  many  of  Hatfield,  as 
they  were  railing  a  houfe,  and  Unarmed,  and  killed  and 
carried  away  about  twenty,  and  the  next  day  took  three 
or  four  more  from  Deerfield. 

By  the  advice  of  the  governor  of  New- York,  commiffion- 
ers  were  fent,  about  this  time,  from  Maflaehufetts  and 
Connecticut,  to  the  Maquas,  to  fecure  their  friend/hip  to 
the  Englifh  intereft  in  genera],  and  to  engage  them  againft 
the  Tarrateens,  or  eaftern  Indians,  who  had  been  their  an- 
cient enemies.  I  fuppole  this  was  the  firft  treaty -j-  between 
the  iVfbhawks,  or  Five  Nations,  and  the  Mailachuietts 
colon  v..  i;  t 

*  The  Indians  Which  originally  belonged  to  Connecticut  river,  after  Philip's 
war,  removed  to  a  ft tece called  Scatacook,  and  were  known  by  the  name  of  Scatacook 
Indiaas  ;  and  wh'eri  there  have  been  treaties  with  the  Six  Nations,  more  or  lei's  of 
tlicl'e  Indians  have  generally  be;n  p  relent.  They  proved  a  heavy  feourge  to  the 
county  of  Hamp.thire,  joining  with  the  French  and  Canada  Indians,  and  fufficient- 
1\'  reveiiged  themfelves  ot  the  Engliih.  B&ifig  well  acquainted  with  molt  of  the 
honfes  upon  Connecticut  river  for  40  years  before  their  removal,  they  ferved  as 
pilots  in  the  frequent  invasions  during  King  William's  and  Queen  Ann's  wars. 

+  Pynchon  and  Richards  were  fent  to  Albany  in  1 67 7»  in  order  to  demand  the 
deliveiy  of  fome  eaftern  Indians  among  the  Mohawks ;  but  governor  Ajidros  per- 
fuadeci  them  to  deiift. 

X  In  1680,  the  people  were  greatly  furprifed  «virh  the  appearance  of  a  comet  hrft 
difcovered  the  1  Sth  of  November,  and  -viable  the  lothi  of  February  ;  after  which)  for 
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In  the  year  1685,  Mr.  Hinkley,  governor  of  Plymouth, 
fent  to  the  corporation  in  England  an  account  of  the  pray- 
ing Indians  then  in  that  colony.  They  amounted  to  1439, 
befides  boys  and  girls  under  12  years  old,  which  were  iup- 
pofed  to  be  more  than  three  times  that  number.* 

a  few  days  it  could  be  difcerned  by  telcfcopes.  ''■  Dec.  i^th,  its  appearance 
is  very  terrible  ;  for,  thcmgh  the  head  be  fmafll,  yet  the  tail  is  near  30  cleg,  in 
length,  and  afcends  almolt  to  our  zenith,  growing  continually  broadc-,  and  is 
bri^hreft  oi\  the  fides,  efpecially  the  fouth,  the  middle  being  confiderably  darker 
than  the  fides."     Interleaved  Alnianack. 

Aug.  17th,  1682,  another  comet  appeared,  and  continued  until  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember :  "  The  head  or  ftar  much  oiggcr  than  that  of  1680,  and  of  a  dim  colour, 
though  the  coma,  or  blaze,  was  much  fmailer,  not  even  above  15  dcg.  in  length." 
Idem.  It  was  the  general  opinion,  that  any  unufual  appearances  in.  the  heavens 
were  prefages  of  calamities  coming  upon  the  worid. 

Nov.  27,  1676,  A  fire  broke  out  in  Bofton  about  5  in  the  morning,  at  enc  Wake- 
field's houfe,  by  the  Red  Lion,  by  a  candle  carelefsly  fet,  which  lb  prevailed, 
that  it  burnt  down  about  4,-  dwelling  houfes,  the  north  meeting-houfe,  and  fev- 
ei'al  warehoufes  ;  the  wind  was  at  fouth-eaft  when  it  began,  and  blew  hard ;  foon 
after,  it  veered  fouth,  and  brought  fo  much  rain  as  much  prevented  further  mil- 
chief,  without  which,  all  that  end  of  the  town  had  probably  been  laid  in  aihest 
and  Charleftown  alfo  endangered,  by  the  Hakes  of  fire  which  were  carried  over 
the  river."      Id. 

"  Aug.  8,  1679,  about  midnight,  a  terrible  fire  began  at  one  Grofs's  houfe,  the 
fign  of  the  three  mariners,  near  the  dock,  in  Bofton.  All  the  warehoufes,  and  a 
great  number  of  dwelling  houfes,  with  vefiels  then  in  the  dock,  were  confumed. 
It  continued  till  near  noon  the  next  day  ;  the  molt  woful  defolation  that  Bofton 
ever  faw  ;  eighty  odd  dwelling-houfes  and  feventy  odd  warehoufes,  with  fevcral 
veifels  and  their  lading,  confumed  to  a(hes.  The  whole  lafs  computed  to  be  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds."     U. 

*  The  particular  places  where  thefe  Indians  then  lived,  were, 

At  Pawmet,  Billingigate  and  Lafthain  or  Naufet  164 

At  Manamoyet         ...               -             -  1 1  j 

At  Sackatucket  and  Nobfcufl'ct            -            -            -  121 

At  Matakeefee         -             -             -         -  7° 

At  Skarnton  or  Scanton              -              -                 -  5 l 

At  Mafhpee                -----  141 

At  Sucaneflet             ....             -  72 
At  Monamet             -             -                     -                        -110 

At  Saltwater  pond        -         -         -        -•-         -        -  9& 

At  Namafket  and  Titicut              -                                           -  7° 

At  Namatakeefct             -             -             -              -             -  40 

At  Moxiflet                 -                 _              -             -             -  S5 

At  Coor.it              -             -                                 -             -  120 

At  Seconet            -  9° 

1439 
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CHAP.     III. 

From  the  Difjoliition  of  the  Charter  of  the  Colcn\;  in  i6S6x 
until  the  Arrival  of  the  Province  Charter  in  1692. 

MR.  Dudley's  fhort  adminiftration  was  not  very  griev- 
ous.* The  houfe  of  deputies,  indeed,  was  entirely 
laid  aiide;  but  the  people,  the  time  being  lliort,  felt  little 
or  no  effect  from  the  change. 

Mr.  Dudley,  having  made  Randolph  trumpeter  of  his 
attachment  to  the  prerogative,  and  anfvvered  his  ends,  foon 

after 

*  ««  I  have  forbore  writing  to  your  grace,  until  I  have  been  fome  time  in  the 
place,  to  fee  how  the  people  here  would  demean  themfehes  under  this  new  govern- 
ment. At  my  firft  arrival.  I  met  with  outward  expreliions  of  joy  and  fatiifae- 
tion,  and  many  feemed  well  plcafed  at  the  change,  having  been  ftiuck  with  a  pa- 
nic fear,  upon  the  appreheniions  of  Col.  Kirk's  coming  hither  to  be  their  gover- 
nor ;  but  finding  a  commifhon  directed  to  a  gentleman  among  themfelves,  the 
then  governor  and  company,  growing  hardy,  began,  by  their  minilteis,  to  tempt 
Mr.  Dudley  not  to  accept  ot  his  Majefly's  eommiliion  to  be  p  reft  den  t»  hoping' 
thereby  to  continue  the  government  amongft  themlelves  ;  but  that  failing  them, 
they  adjourned  the  meeting  of  their  general  aliembly  to  the  2d  of  October  next,  ami 
broke  up  with  hopes,  that,  either  by  leine  unhappy  accidents  in  the  aflairs  of 
ftate  at  home,  or  fome  difl'ention  railed  by  their  artifices  among  the  members 
in  this  new  government,  they  might  prevail  lb  far  as  to  diffolve  this  conftitution, 
and  reallume  the  government,  which  to  accempliih,  they  are  very  fohcitous. —  Of 
a  prcfutent  and  18  members  of  the  council,  there  is  only  myfelf,  iince  Mr.  Mafon's 
departure  for  England,  that  is  of  the  church  of  England.  It  was  never  intended 
that  the  charge  ihould  be  fupported  by  ni)lelf  and  fome  lew  others  of  Gurccmivur.- 
ion.  ,1  humbly  represent  to  your  Grai.e,  that  the  three  meeting-houfes  in  Bolton 
might  pay  twenty  Ihillings  a  week  each  out  ot  their  contributions,  towards  defray- 
ing of  our  church  charges,  that  i'um  being  lei's  per  annum  than  each  of  their  minif- 
ters  receive.  Thus  much  relating  to  the  affairs  of  our  church.  That  of  our  ltate 
little  differs.  Molt  part  of  our  chief  officers,  as  justices  of  peace,  &c  are  congrega- 
tional men  ;  not  above  three  church  of  England  men  are  officers  in  the  militia  r 
lb  that,  in  the  main,  I  can  only  allure  your  grace,  that  the  perfons  only,  and  not 
the  government,  is  changed."         RanJ.  later  to  Abp.  of  Cunt. 

Mr.  Dudley's  commiflion  made  him  prefident  of  the  council  for  MaiTachufetts- 
Bay,  New-Hamplhire  and  Main,  and  the  Narraganfet  country,  or  King's  pro- 
vince ;  William  Stoughton  was  named  deputy  prefident  ;  Simon  Bradff  rect,  Ro- 
bert Mafon,  John  Fitz  Winthrop,  John  Pynchon,  Peter  Bulkley,  Edward  Ran- 
dolph, Wait  Winthrop,  Richard  Wharton,  John  Ulber,  Nathaniel  SaltonftalU 
Bartholomew  Gidney,  Jonathan  Tyng,  Dudley  Braditret,  Jchn  Hinks  and  Ed- 
ward Tyng,  were  named  of  the  council,  not  by  feparate  warrants  or  by  manda- 
mus, but  all  in  one  commifhon. 

Befides  the  prefident,  Stoughton,  Bulkley,  Pynchon,  Gidney  and  Tyng  had 
been  ot  the  alliftants  before.  N.  Saltonitall,  who  was  alfo  in  the  eommiliion,  ap- 
peared once'to  excufe  himfelf,  having  a  few  days  before  taken  the  oath  of  afliftanr. 
The  governor,  Mr.  Braditreet,  was  alfo  named  ;  and  the  prefident,  with  the 
council,  waited  upon  him  at  his  houfe,  the  14th  of  May,  immediately  upon  open- 
ing the  commilfion  ;  but  he  made  fe?Ctf(i  excufeSj  and  did  not  accept.  His  fo»» 
Dudley  Bradftreet,  alfo  refuted. 
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after  grew  cool  towards  him.  Randolph  in  return  vilified 
Dudley,  in  a  great  number  of  letters  he  wrote  to  London 
about  a  month  after  his  arrival,  which  letters,  or  the  copies, 
are  pre  Served;*  Mr.  S  tough  ton  was  Mr.  Dudley's  chief 
confidant.  He  was  not  fui peeked  by  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple of  being  unfrien  Jly,  or  of  want  of  Strong  attachment  to 
the  religious  principles  and  to  the  ecclefiafHcal  constitution 
of  the  country  ;  and  his  compliance,  in  taking  a  {hare  in 
the  administration,  was  charitably  fuppoled  to  be,  at  leaf! 
in  part,  for  the  fake  of  keeping  out  oppreffors  and  tyrants. 
Mr.  Dudley  proieiled  as  great  an  attachment  to  the  inter- 
eft  of  the  colony  as  Mr.  Stoughton,  and  was  very  defirous 
of  retaining  their  favour.  A  letter,  the  day  he  demanded 
the  government,  to  Mr.  Mather,'  then  the  minister  of  the 
greateft  influence  in  the  colony,  is  a  proof  of  it.-}-  The 
people  were  not  fo  charitable  as  to  believe  him  Sincere. 
However,  there  was  no  moleftation  to  the  churches  of  the 
colony,  but  they  continued  both  worfhip  and  difcipline  as 
before*  The  affairs  of  the  towns  were  likewife  managed 
in  the  fame  manner  as  formerly. 

Their  courts  of  juftice  were  continued  upon  the  former 
plan,  Mr.  Stoughton  being  at  the  head  of  them.  Trials 
were  by  juries,  as  ufual.  Even  in  the  court  of  admiralty, 
the  trials  were  by  juries  *  but,  as  the  jurors  were  returned 

by 

*  Randolph  writes  to'  one  of  the  nobility,  by  Mr.  Dudley,'  when  he  went  to 
tngland  agent  for  the  colony?  "  Major  Dudley  is  a  great  oppofer  of  the  faction 
'«  againft  which  1  have  now  articled  to  his  Majefty."  October  17,  16S0,  he 
writes  to  the  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury?  ««  I  have  taken  care  to  inform  myfelt. 
»•  how  the  money  fent  over  here  for  evangelizing  the  Indians  is  dil poled  of.  Here 
<«  are  feven  per  tons,  called  eommrflioners,  or  truftees,  who  have  the  fole  manage- 
*"»  nient  of  it;  the  chief  of  which  are,  Mr.  Dudley,  our  prefident,  a  man  of  a 
««  bale,  /erviie,  and  antimonarchical  principle  ,  Mr.  Stoughton,  of  the  old  leaven  ; 
<«  Mr.  Richards;  a  man  not  to  be  trufted  in  public  bufinel's  ;  Mr.  Hinkley,  a  rig- 
«»  id  independant ;  and  others  like  to  tMefe,"  &c. 

+     "  Reverend  a"r»d  dear  Sir, 

**  I  rofe  this  morning  with  full  intention  to  wait  on  you  by  eight  of  the  clock, 
<i  before  I  had  your  letter  to  put  me  forward,  and  am  ferry  to  find  you  from 
*•  home.  I  am  very  folicitous,  whatfoever  be  the  i flue  of  the  prefent  hurry*  for 
"  my  dear  mother  at  Cambridge,  and  cannot  be  happy  if  it  do  not  flouruh.  I 
"  never  wanted  your  favour  and  advice  fo  much  as  now,  and  woidd  pray  an  oppor- 
"  tunity  with  you  this  evening  if  poffible.  Sir,  for  the  tilings  of  my  foul  1  have 
»«  thefe  many  years  hung  upon  your  lips,  and  ever  (hall,  and  in  civil  things  am  de- 
««  firous  you  may  know  with  all  plainnefs  my  reafons  of  procedure,  and  that  they 
«'  may  be  fatisfattory  to  you.  I  am, 

»•  From  your  own  houfcj  Sir,  your  fervant, 

«»  May  17th,  86.  j.  Di'blsv-" 
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by  the  marShal,  very  different  verdicts  were  given  from 
what  would  have  been  given  under  the  former  administra- 
tion. The  prefident,  as  ordinary,  took  all  matters  of  wills 
and  administrations  into  his  own  hand.  In  general,  the 
former  laws  and  eftablifhed  c  adorns,  fo  far  as  related  to 
judicial  proceedings,  fecm  to  have  been  their  rule,  although 
the  government  which  framed  them  was  diilblved.  Mr.. 
Dudley  considered  himfelf  as  appointed  to  preferve  the  af- 
fairs of  the  colony  from  confunon  until  a  governor  arrived, 
and  a  rule  of  administration  fhould  be  more  fully  fettled. 
The  ncceffity  of  the  thing  justified  the  former  magistrates 
in  continuing,  ib  long  as  they  did,  to  cxereife  authority, 
although  the  judgment  againft  the  charter  had  been  de- 
clared in  form  ;  othcrwiSe,  under  the  fame  administration 
in  England,  which  had  eaufed  their  charter  to  be  vacated, 
they  would  undoubtedly  have  been  called  to  anlwer.  But 
their  authority  was  weak.  Mr.  Dudley  writes  to  his  friend 
Randolph,  Sept.  i68j,  "  I  fuppofe  it  cannot  be  thought 
"  expedient  or  fafe  to  let. the  government  here  be  dt  ftich 
"  Strange  uncertainties,  as  it  niuft  needs  be,  until  his  Ma- 
*'  jelly's  pleafure  be  known." 

Connecticut,  Plymouth  and  Rhode-lSIand  continued 
their  former  adminiitration.  Mr.  Dudley  had  lome  dif- 
pute  with  Plymouth  governor  concerning  the  admiralty 
jurisdiction,  which  he  claimed  as  vice-admiral  of  New- 
England,  but  it  rematned  undetermined. 

December  19,  1 686,  Sir  Edmund  Andros  arrived  at 
Nantaiket,  in  the  Kingfilher,  a  fifty  gun  (hip,  with  com- 
missions from  King  James  for  the  government  of  New- 
England.  He  was  lefs  dreaded  than  Kirk,  but  he  was 
known  to  be  of  an  arbitrary  difpofition,  He  kept  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  colony,  whilfl  he  was  governor  of 
New- York.  His  letters,  then,  difcovered  much  of  the 
dictator.  The  deprefled  ftate  of  the  colony  prevented  a 
proper  return.  He  landed  at  Bofton  the  20th,  and  his 
commiffion  was  published  the  fame  day. 

The  beginning  of  his  adminiitration  gave  great  encour- 
agement.    He  made  high  proteShons  ot  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic good  and  the  welfare  of  the  people,  both  of  merchants 
and  planters  ;  directed  the  judges  to  administer  juSlice  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  cuftom  of  the  place  ;    ordered  the  former 
eftablifhed  rules  to  be  ©bferved  as  to  rates  and  taxes,  and 
•that  all  the  colony  laws  not  inconiiftent  with  his  commii- 
ilon  Ihould  be  in  force. 

The  major  part  of  his  council  were  men,  who,  although 
they  had  been  of  the  moderate  party,  yet  they  whhed  the 
'public  interetb,  and  would  have  been  giad  to  have  conti- 
nued under  the  old  form  of  government.  With  a  good 
(kare  of  Srmnefs  of  mind  they  might  have  been  fervio 
fo  long  as  they  were  permitted  to  hold  their  places  in 
council'-  But  their  behaviour  under  the  old  charter  dis- 
covered they  had  more  of  the  willow  than  of  the  oak  in 
their  conftitutions.  Perhaps  if  they  had  been  lefs  pliable 
they  would  have  loon  been  difplaced,  and  others  more  in- 
clined to  oppreflion  appointed  in  their  Head.*  Sir  Edmund 
had  no  affection  for  them.  Palmer,  Brockholt,  Mafon, 
Ufher,  and  Randolph,  of  the  council,  together  with  Weft, 
£uiKvaiit,  Graham  -j-  and  others,  who  were  not  of  the 
•council,  were  his  confidants  and  advifers.  Soon  after  his 
arrival,  there  appears,  by  fome  loole  minutes,  to  have  been 
a  pretty  full  meeting  of  the  co  >  cil.  Many  of  them  returned 
home,  and  a  few  only  who  lived  at  or  near  Eofbon  attended 
conflar.tly,  and  fome  of  thofe  complained  that  .the  gover- 
nor had  alivay.-  three  or  four  of  his  creatures  to  fa-v  yes  to 
every  thing  he  propoied,  after  which  no  oppofitioii  was 

allowed. 

«*  There  are  no  public  records  from  the  difiolution  of  the  old  charter  govern- 
ment in  i626,  until  the  restoration  of  it  in  16S9.  If  there  was  anv  book  of  rec- 
ords, it  was  fee  ret  ed  or  deftroyed.  J  cannot  lind.  upon  anv  of  the  files,  a  lift  of 
■;>ir  Edmund's  council.  By  accident,  I  met  with  a  lilt  of  th^ir  names  upon  a 
deteuiive  leaf  of  an  old  colony  law  book,  which  lift  I  fuppofe  to  be  genuine,  viz. 
Mai'.   Jol'eph  Dudley  M.  Richard  Wharton  P.  Nath.  Clark 

M.   Will.  Stoughton  N.Y.  Henry  Courtland  John   Cothill 

N.  Ham.  Robert  Mafon         M.  yohn  Ulher  R.  Walter  Newberry 

N.  Y.  Anth.  Brockholt  M.  Barth.  C-idney  R.  John  Greene 

Plym.  Tho.  Hinkley  M.  ]oi\.  Tyng     '  R.    Richard  Arnold 

R.  I.  Walter  Chirk  N.  H.  John  Hmks  R.  John  Alborow 

Con.  Robert  Treat  M.  Edward  Tyng  M.  Sam.  Shrimptou 

C.  John  Fitz  Winthrop  P.  Barnabas  Lothrop  N.  Y.  John  Young 

N.Y.  Francis  Nicholfon         P.  Wm.  Bud  ford  N    Y.  N'ich.  Bayard 

N.  Y.  Frederick  Philipfe       P.  Daniel  Smith  N.  Y.  John  Palmer 

N.  Y.  Anthony  Baxter  Edwd.  Randolph  M.  Wm.  Crown 

M.  John  Pinchon  P.  John  Sprague  R.  Richd.  Smith 

C.  Wait  Winthrop  P.  John  Wallcy  C.  John  Aliin. 

+  Jacob   Leitler  writes  to  Mr.   Braditreet,    after  the  revolution,    that  "  Col. 
Dongan,  in  his  time,  had  erefted  a  Jefuit's  college  at  New-Yorki  under  colour  vf 
a  grammar  fchool,   and  that  Palmer  and  Graham  fer.t  their  Ions  thither  for  edu- 
cation*."    Douglafs  fays   that  "  Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  a  bigotted  papift."     I4 
h*ve  met  w;th  no  evidence  of  it. 
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allowed.*"  Nero  concealed  his  tyrannical  difpolition  more 
years  than  Sir  Edmund  and  his  creatures  did  months.  It 
was  not  long  before  the  cafe  of  fome  who  apprehended 
themfelves  opprefled  came  under  consideration  ;  one  of  the 
council  [Dudley]  told  them  that  they  mpft  not  think  the 
privileges  of  Engliihmen  would  follow  them  to  the  end  of 
the  world.  This  gave  an  alarm  through  the  government, 
and  it  was  never  forgotten. 

One  of  the  firft  a&s  of  power,  after  the  change  of  gov- 
ernment, was  the  reflraint  of  the  prefs.  Randolph  was  the 
licenfer.  There  was  not  fo  much  room  to  complain  of 
this  proceeding  as  if  the  prefs  had  been  at  liberty  before, 
Jt  only  changed  its  keeper,  having  been  long  under  re- 
flraint during  the  former  adminiftration.  A  reflraint  up- 
on marriages  was  more  grievous.  None  were  allowed  to 
marry  except  thev  entered  into  bonds  with  fureties  to  the 
governor,  to  be  forfeited  in  cafe  there  ihould  afterwards 
appear  to  have  been  any  lawful  impediment.  Magiflrates 
flill  continued  to  join  people  in  matrimony.  Other  pro^ 
vifion  could  not  immediately  be  made.  There  was  but 
one  epifcopal  minifler  in  '.he  country ;  his  name  was 
Ratcliffe.  Sir  Edmund  confidercd  the  congregational 
minitlers  as  mere  laymen.  Randolph  wrote  to  the  bilhop 
of  London,  "  I  prefs  for  able  and  fober  mmiflers,  and  we 
"  will  contribute  largely  to  their  maintenance ;  but  one 
"  thing  will  mainly  help,  when  no  marriages  (hall  hereafter 
"  be  allowed  lawful  but  fijch  as  are  made  by  the  miniflers 
f*  of  the  church  of  England," 

There  had  been  very  few  inftances  of  even  occafional 
afTemblics  for  religious  worfhip  according  to  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England  for  more  than  fifty 
years.  When  the  commiftioners  from  King  Charles  were 
at  Boflon,  in  1665,  they  had  a  chaplain  with  them,  but 
there  was  no  houfe  for  public  worihip.  Moll  of  the  in- 
habitants who  were  upon  the  flage  in  1686  had  never  feen 
a  church  of  England  affembly.  About  that  time,  a  fmall 
number  of  perfons  formed  themfelves  into  a  fociety,  which 

had 

*  Randolph  to  Blaithwaitf  May  21,  1687.  ««  His  Excellency  has  to  do  with  3 
'»  perverfe  people.  Here  is  none  of  the  council  at  hand,  except  Mr  Mafon  and 
'•  my feif,  Mr.  Brockholt  and  Mr.  Ufher,  who  appear  lively  for  his  Majefty's  in= 

«'.t<;rclt." 
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had  incre;i(ed,  ii  we  may  give  credit  to  Randolph,  in  1686, 
to  near  400  perfons**  The  agents  in  England,  and  the 
general  court,  in  their  anfwers  to  the  complaints  againft 
them  in  16^7,  had  declared  that  no  perfons  mould  be  hin- 
dcred  from  performing  divine  fervjce  according  to  the 
church  of  England,  f  This  was  enough  to  prevent  any 
open  difcouragement,  even  whilft  the  charter  government 
continued.  When  the  governor  and  many  of  the  council 
were  members  of  the  church  of  England,  it  might  well  be 
expected  that  they  would  countenance  and  encourage  the 
cftablilhment  and  growth  of  that  church.  They  did  not 
{top  .there..  The  people  were  menaced  that  their  mceting- 
houles  mould  be  taken  from  them,  and  that  public  worlhip 
in  the  congregational  way  Ihould  not  be  tolerated..!;  Ran- 
dolph had  the  infolence  to  reprove  and  threaten  the  gov- 
ernor of  Plymouth  for  exacting  taxes  from  the  quakers  for 
ihe  fupport  of  the  miniftry  in  that  colony  before  the  au- 
thority was  fu.perfeded.Jj     But  it  was  not  long  before  the 

.people 

":  «'  I  have  Come  time  fince  humbly  rcprefented  unto  your  Grace  a  neeefiity  of 
*•  having  a  church  built  in  Kofton,  to  receive  thofe  of  the  church  of  England. 
■«.*  We  have  at  prefent  near  400  perfons  who  arc  daily  frequenters  of  our  church» 
."  and  as, many  more  would  come  over  to  us,  but  fome  being  tradefmen.  and 
*'  others  of  mechanic  profeffions,  are  threatened  by  the  congregational  men  to  be 
<<  arretted  by  their  creditors,  or  to  be  turned  out  of  their  work,  if  they  offer  to 
♦  '  come  to  our  church/'      Rand,  letter  to  Abp.  of Cant.  Oct.  27,  1686. 

+  "  A  difpute  happened  at  the  grave  of  otic  Lilly.  He  left  the  ordering  of  his 
funeral  to  his  executors.  They  forbad  Mr.  Ratcliffe,  the  epifecpal  minifter,  per- 
forming the  fervice  tor  burial.  Nevertheless  he  began.  Deacon  Frairey  inter- 
rupted him,  and  a  ftop  was  put  to  his  proceeding.  Frairey  was  complained  of. 
and  bciides  being  bound  to  his  good  behaviour  for  twelve  months,  it  was  thought 
the  procefs  would  coft  him  100  marks."     y.  Moodey's letter  to  Mather.  8.  l\b.  88. 

\  Among  other  complaints  againlt  Sir  Edmund,  this  was  one,  "  That  the  fer- 
vice of  the  church  of  England  had  been  forced  into  their  meeting-houfes."  This 
was  an  equivocal  expreffion.  Sir  Edmund  had  made  uie  of  a  meeting-houfe  for 
the  church  fervice,  againft  the  wills  of  the  proprietors,  but  after  their  fervice  was 
over,  and  compelled  no  congregationalift  to  join  with  him.  Indeed,  he  threat- 
ened to  Ihut  up  the  doors  if  he  was  refilled,  and  to  punilh  any  man  who  gave  two 
pence  towards  the  fupport  of  a  nonconformist  minifter.     Narrative,  &c. 

||  •«  Perhaps  it  will  be  as  reafonable  to  move  that  your  colony  fhould  be  rated 
«'  to  pay  our  minifter  of  the  church  of  England,  who  now  preaches  in  Bofton, 
«'  and  you  hear  him  not,  as  to  make  the  .quakers  pay  in  your  colony."  Rand.. 
letter  to  Hinkley,  yane  zzdt  1686.  The  late  governor  of  Plymouth,  Mr.  Hinkleyv 
complained  of  this,  as  one  great  grievance,  that  not  being  allowed  to  make  rates 
for  the  fupport  of  the  miniftry,  the  people  would  link  into  barbarifm.  Sir  Ed- 
mund writes  to  him,  March  $»  1687  :  ««  I  am  very  much  furpriled  you  ihould  ifl'ue 
«'  forth  fo  extraordinary  a  warrant  as  is  now  brought  to  me,  under  your  hand  and 
M  leal,  dated  the  izth  of  December  paft,  fo  much  miftaken  and  affuming  (for 
«  payment  of  your  minifter)  extrajudicially  to  command  diftrels  to  be  made  on 
«.:  the  goods  of  his  Majefty's  fubjedts.  Out  of  regard  to  you,  I  have  put  a  ftop 
•#J»  the  execution  thereof,  that  neither  the  cenftabh?  nor  you  may  be  expofed. 

♦.'  Hoping 
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people  were  freed  from  their  fears  of  persecution,  by  King 
James's  proclamation  for  a  general  toleration.  The  defign 
was  feen  by  fome,  but  the  greater  part  fwaHowed  the  bait. 
Several  churches  had  agreed  to  fet  apart  days  of  thank f- 
giving  for  his  iVIajeif  y's  gracious  declaration  for  liberty  of 
confcience.  The  governor  forbad  them.  The  reafon  is 
not  mentioned.  It  mult  be  fuppoied  to  have  been  this, 
that  lie  looked  upon  it  to  be  the  royal  prerogative  to  ap- 
point fuch  days.  He  told  them  they  mould  meet  at  their 
peril,  and  that  he  would  fend  foldiers  to  guard  their  meet- 
ing-houfes.  Many  congregations  agreed  to  addrefs  the 
King.  Some  perfons,  who  fuppofed  popery  to  be  at  the 
bottom,  ftrongly  oppofed  the  addreiles.  The  late  deputy 
governor  was  at  the  head  of  them.* 

Swearing  by  the  book,  which  had  never  been  pradYifed, 
was  now  introduced  ;  and  fuch  as  fcrupled  it  were  fined 
and  imprifoned. 

The  fees  to  all  officers  under  the  charter  had  been  very 
low.  They  are  generally  fo  where  they  are  eftablifhed  by 
the  people.  Under  the  new  admijiiftratiqn  they  were  ex- 
orbitant. Fifty  (hillings  was  the  common  fee  for  probate 
of  a  will.  The  governor  was  fupreme  ordinary,  and  a<fled 
by  himfelf,-f  except  a  few  months  whilft  he  was  at  New- 
York  and  in  the  eaftern  country,  when  Mr.  Dudlev  was 

his 

M  Hoping  you  will  be  mindful  of  the  ftatiou  you  are  in,  for  his  Majefty's  fervicc 
f  and  i he  quiet  of" -his  fubjects,  that  they  be  not  amufed  or  troubled  by  miftakcu 
"  notions,  or  clandeftine  illegal  practices,"  &c  Mr-  Wilbrd  writes  to  Mr.  Ma- 
•«  ther,  July  10,  i CSS.  M  Discouragements  upon  the  hearts  of  the  miniftcis  in- 
f«  creafe,  by  reafon  that  a  licentious  people  take  the  advantage  of  a  liberty  tat 
f  withhold  maintenance  from  them." 

*  "  Referring  to  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  I  do  humbly  propound  and  defire> 
that  no  mention  be  made  of  the  proclamation  for  a  general  toleration.  There 
■will  be  no  need  of  touching  upon  it  in  the  lealt,  and  1  am  allured  many  danger- 
ous rocks  will  be  fhunned  thereby.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  more  dreafl  the  conr 
i'^quences  thereof  than  the  execution  of  thofe  penal  laws,  the  only  wall  agamft 
popery.  We  may,  without  breath  of  charity,  conclude  the  popiih  counfels  are 
laid  deep.  Time  will  fhew  more.  God  Almighty  bring  them  to  nought."  Dan- 
forlb  to  Matba-y'Z.  AW  87. 

Dougiafs  fays,  "  They  were  not  politicians  fulScient  to  penetrate  into  the 
wu.ked  and  pernicious  contrivance  of  that  toleration."     V.  I.  p.  440. 

+  He  introduced  the  forms  ufed  in  the  fpi ritual  courts*  in  proving  wills,  gnr.y- 
ing  adminiftrationsi  See.  which  forms  have  been  retained  in  the  leveral  counties 
ever  fince.  Before  his  time,  both  probates  of  wills  and  granting  adminiiUuUons^ 
in  ponu  of  form,  were  very  lool'e  and  uncertain, 
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his  deputy.*  It  was  a  great  burthen  upon  widows  and 
children,  who  lived  remote,  to  be  obliged  to  come  to  Bol- 
ton for  every  part  of  bufinefs  relative  to  the  fettlements  of 
eitates.  The  fees  of  all  other  officers  were  complained  of 
as  oppreflive.  The  harpies  themlelves  quarrelled  about 
their  ihare  of  the  prey.  Randolph,  who,  from  his  com- 
miflion  of  fecretary,  expected  all  the  clerkfhips  in  the 
country,  complains  that  Weft,  who  teems  at  firfi  to  have 
been  a  deputy  only,  ran  away  with  a  thouiand  a  year  of 
his  dues. -J- 

But  the  greater!  profit  arofe  from  patents  for  lands, 
The  charter  being  vacated,  the  people  were  told  that  their 
titles  to  their  eftates  were  of  no  value.  The  exprefuon  in 
vogue  was,  that  "  the  calf  died  in  the  cow's  bellv."  Be- 
fides,  the  general  court  had  not  made  their  grants  under 
the  feal  of  the  colony.  This  was  reprefented  as  a  notable 
detect,  which  pofleffion  and  improvement  could  not  heal. 
However,  it  was  made  public,  that  all  who  would  acknow- 
ledge the  inmiliciency  of  their  title  derived  from  the. former 
government,  by  petitioning  for  new  patents  Ibould  be  qui- 
eted upon  reasonable  terms,  The  fees  lor  the  patents 
varied  according  to-  circumftances  both  of  perfons  and 
eftates.  In  the  complaint  to  King  James  it  is  alledged, 
that  the  fees  ol  fprne  amounted  to  fifty  pounds,  prudence 
was.ufed,  Men's  titles  were  not  queftioned  all  at  once. 
Had  this  been  the  cafe,  according  to  the  computation  then 

made, 

*  There  was  a  commiffion  or  deputation  to  Mr.  Hinkley,  to  be  judge  of  the 
prerogative  court  for  Plymouth  colony,  and  I  fuppofe  oiliers  to  Connecticut, 
Rhode-ifland  and  New- Hampshire;  but  wills  were  lent  to  Bofton  for  final  pro- 
bate, and  in  like  manner  adminiftrations,  if  the  eftate  exceeded  50I.  HinkUy  to 
Ulaitbivtiit. 

t  Randolph  farmed  his  office  to  Weft,  which  caufed  thelaft  mentioned  to  exa»it 
much  greater  fees  than  the  foiRier  had  done.  Hiiklev's  letter  to  BlaitbiuaU* 
Jut:?  :3.  1687. 

Randolph's  own  letter,  (hew  this  to  have  been  the  cafe.  ««  Weil  extorts  what 
fees  he  pjeafes,  to  the  great  opprelfion  of  the  people,  and  renders  the  prefent  gov- 
ernment grievous.  I  have  wrote  you  the  want  we  have  ef  two  or  three  honefi 
attornies,  if  any  lu  h  thing  in  nature-  We  have  but  two,  one  is  Mr.  Weft's 
creature,  came  with  him  from  New- York,  and  drives  all  before  him  ;  he  alfd 
take.;  extravagant  fees,  and  fcr  want  of  more  the  country  cannot  avoid  coming  to 
him.  I  have  wrote  Mr.  Blaithwait  the  great  nccefltty  of  judges  from  England. 
I  know  there  are  fome  loyal  gentlemen  and  able  lawyers  who  have  not  practice. 
Trie  judges  wirh  us,  being  now  three,  have  three  hundre  i  and  ninety  pounds  4 
year  between  them  all,  betides  their  tees,  which  they  make  very  considerable  to 
them.  Now  two  willferve  our  occafions.  They  ought  to  be  of  the  council,  and 
their  fala.ies  made  up  four  hundred  pounds  a  year  apiece;  they  well  defatv*  it.'" 
feTidetph  to  l\itj,  j'^ifi.  i.\i  1687. 
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made,  ail  the  perfonal  eftate  in  the  colony  would  not  have 
paid  the  charge  of  the  new  patents.  Some  that  had  been 
moil  attached  to  the  old  adminiftration  were  among  the 
firft  who  were  threatened.  1  find  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Sewall,  who  had  been  a  magiftrate  (afterwards  chief  jufliee) 
for  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a  valuable  ifland  in  Bolton 
harbour  ( Hog-iiland.)  In  a  letter  to  a  friend,  a  Ihort  time 
after,  he  laments  his  compliance.  There  are  many  hun- 
dred petitions  of  the  lame  kind  upon  the  tiles.  Some 
favourites  looked  with  an  envious  eye  upon  feme  of  the 
bell  eftates,  efpecially  where  the  property  was  in  a  town  or 
company,  A  petition  of  Capt.  Hutchinfon  and  others 
laboured,  although  their  title  was  originally  derived  from 
the  Indian  tachems  and  proprietors,  and  the  lands  had  been 
long  poileited  and  improved.  One  of  the  beft  iflands  in 
New-England,  in  Plymouth  harbour,  called  Clark's  ifland, 
from  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  firft  landed  there,  had 
been  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  town. 
This  was  granted  to  Nathaniel  Clark,  who  had  been  fee  re - 
tary  of  that  colony,  and  was  afterwards  of  Sir  Edmund's 
council,  and  one  of  his  greateft  tools,*  Randolph  petitioned 
for  half  an  acre  of  land,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  common 
in  Bolton,  for  a  houfe  lot.  The  anfwer  given  to  it 
does  not  appear.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  administration 
petitions  multiplied  greatly,  and  property  became  every 
day  more  and  more  precarious.^-     This  was  not  the  only 

invafion 

*  ««  Awful  and  confiderable  changes  have  attended  poor  Plymouth  fince  your 
M  departure  from  the  Gurnet,  by  reafon  of  the  motions  about  Clark's  ifland.  The 
««  committee  chofen  about  that  affair,  were  at  fo  much  charge  as  neceflitated  our 
«  people  to  engage,  by  free  and  voluntary  fubferiptions,  to  reimburfe  them,  and 
«'  to  vote  the  fecuring  fome  lands  till  the  money  was  paid  to  them.  For  thi5, 
««  Lorkin  tetches  the  committee  with  a  writ,  charging  that  they  had  refolved  and 
*.«  railed  money  upon  his  Majefty's  fubjeds,  contrary  to  law  ;  and  the  towrj 
«<  clerk,  godly  deacon  Farce,  for  calling  tor  the  vote,  and  Mr.  Wifwall,  for  writing 
<»  the  paper,  paid  three  pounds  feven  lhillings  each,  befides  expenfes,  and  ail 
"  nine  are  hound  D^er  to  the  fuperior  court  at  Bofton,  where  they  are  like  to  be 
«<  coniiderably  fined,  befides  all  colls  of  court,  &c."  jf.  Cotton's  litter  to  Matbcr% 
Plymouth,  July  9,  i6S3. 

-f  I  find  the  following  letter  on  this  fubject,  from  the  late  governor  to  a  peifon 
of  note. 

"  Honoured  Sir, 

"  I  have  been  fo  interrupted  fince  you  was  herje,  that  I  have  not  begun  any 

matter  of  argument  to  prove  our  right  and  title  to  our  lands,  nor  can  it  well  be 

done,  until  all  their  objections  be  known,  nor  do  1  think  I  can  add  any  thing 

which  is  not  in  your  own  thoughts.      The  brief  heads  that    ate   in    my    prefent 

hits  are  as  followeth.     tit.  The  grant  of  the  council  of  Plymouth  to  the  fix 

gentle::;e;; 
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invafion  of  their  property.  The  governor,  with  four  or  five 
of  his  council,  laid  what  taxes  they  thought  proper.  This 
the  people  complained  of  as  their  greateft  grievance.  They 
thought  themfelves  entitled  to  the  liberties  and  immunities 
of  free  and  natural  born  Englifh  fubjects,  and  that  confe- 
quently  no  monies  ought  to  be  railed  from  them  but  by 
their  representatives.  They  had  no  hopes  of  a  reftitution 
of  their  charter  privileges  in  general,  but  they  hoped  that 
even  under  to  arbitrary  a  Prince  they  (hould  be  allowed  a 
houfe  of  representatives.*  This  was  among  the  firfc  things 
they  applied  for.  King  James  allured  their  agent,  he 
would  take  as  much  care  of  New  as  of  Old  England  ;  and 
no  doubt  he  intended  to  bring  his  fubjefts  in  both  under 
the  fame  regulation.  The  charges  of  government,  over 
and  above  the  fees  of  the  feveral  officers,   were  not  excef- 

live. 

gcr'lem^i  and  their  aflbciates.  2dly.  The  King's  confirmation  to  them  and 
twenty  more>  and  their  aifigns,  empowering  thcuj  in  general  court,  to  difpofe  of 
the  lands  to  the  bed  advantage  of  the  people  and  plantation  ;  which  we  have 
don;,  and  know  not  how  to  do  it  better  if  it  was  to  be  done  again.  A  fecond 
right  an1  title  is  our  purchafe  from  the  Indians  of  thfiir  right,  which  certainly 
was  tbrnst/hing.  3dly.  Qur  pofibtHon  and  improvement  for  almoft  lixty  years. 
If  this  will  not  give  right  to  laud  in  a  wildernefs  where  neither  the  King  nor  any 
chriftian  had  ever  any  property,  I  know  not  what  will.  The  only  objection  in- 
tilted  upon  that  I  hear  of,  is,  tint  our  lands  were  not  granted  und/Jr  the  leal  of 
the  company.  Anf.  Nor  was  it  necelliry  that  f.>  it  lliould  be.  ift.  Our  patent 
doth  not  require  it,  but  leaves  the  manner  of  difpofing  to  our  liberty  ;  nor  is 
there  any  law  of  England  that  requires  us  here,  in  this  cafe,  to  grant  lands  under 
th2  fcal  of  the  company,  nor  is  it  neceiFary  lo:  proprietors  of  lands  in  England  lb 
to  do-  Jt  is  true,  where  land  is  conveyed  by  deed,  a  leal  is  ell'ential  ;  but  it 
may  be  done  as  well  by  livery  and  feizure,  without  the  deed  or  other  writing,  as 
the  law  book  tells  us:  And  copyholders  in  England  have  no  other  evidence  for 
their  lands  but  the  couu  roll,  or  a  copy  of  it.  vyhen  William  the  conqueror  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  land,  he  gave  a  greit  part  of  it  to  his  nobles  and  followers, 
but  without  any  leal,  for  there  was  none  ufed  in  England  many  fcorcs  if  not  hun- 
dreds of  years  after,  which  fhews  it  is  no  ftrange  thing  to  convey  land  without 
leal.  And  if  there  (hould  have  been  an  error  or  omilfion,  yet  feeing  the  grantor 
and  grantees  judged  it  good  and  refled  fatisfied  therein,  who  llio.ll  qucftion  it,  or 
hath  any  thing  to  do  with  jt  ?  I  am, 

Sir,  your  willing  fervant  in  what  may,     S.  B.'» 

"  In  point  of  equity— Our  great  fufferings,  firft  and  laft,  and  lofs  of  fo  many 
lives  to  maintain  our  own  right  and  the  King's  intereft,  and  the  vaft  charge  we 
have  been  at  in  private  and  public  buildings  and  improvements,  ought  to  have  a 
j«ift  confideration.  Would  it  not  feem  a  ftrang.2  thing,  that  a  piece  of  ground  in 
the  wildernefs,  not  worth  five  millings,  but  by  buildings,  &c.  worth  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  (hould  become  the  King's,  I  know  not  how  ?  We  may  be  fure  lb 
juft  a  prince  will  never  allow  it." 

*  ««  Let  me  advife  not  to  reprefent  any  thing  by  way  of  complaint  to  his  Maj- 
eity,  for  that,  I  fear,  will  do  us  more  hurt  than  good.  My  letter  by  belcher  may 
be  of  ufe,  to  (hew  our  friends  why  we  fupplicatc  his  Majefty  to  confirm  us  in  our 
podelfions,  and  to  grant  us  the  fame  privileges  which  other  of  his  plantations  are 
r>ot  denied,  viz.  a  general  afiembly.  without  which  uur  condition  is  little  inferior, 
\m  absolute  flavery."     Danfirtb  to  Noivcll,  zid  Q3c.  88. 
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five.  Under  the  charter  the  falaries  were  below  the  digni- 
ty of  the  offices,  the  higheft  allowance  to  the  governor 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 
falary  5:r  Edmund  received  does  not  appear.  The  fecond 
year  of  his  adminilTration  the  public  charge  was  greatly  in-. 
creafed  by  a  war  with  the  Indians.  There  was  a  general 
fubmifTion  to  the  taxes,  and  the  afieflments  were  propor- 
tioned upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  by  officers  chof- 
en  by  themfelves.  It  is  probable  this  was  the  reafon  of 
continuing  to  the  towns  fome  of  their  privileges.  Every 
town,  was  fuffered  to  meet  once  a  year  to  choofe  their  offi- 
cers, but  all  meetings  at  other  times  or  for  other  purpofes 
were  flriclly  forbidden.  An  entire  new  model  of  govern- 
ment was  intended,  but  there  was  not  time  to  perfect  it. 
There  are  minutes  of  a  great  number  of  bills  palled  the 
council  and  approved  by  the  governor,  but  the  bills  thenv 
felves  are  loft.  The  old  laws  of  the  colony  feerji  to  have 
continued  the  rule  for  the  administration  of  juilice,  except 
where  they  were  fuperfeded  by  any  new  edicts.  Mr. 
Dudley  and  Mr.  Stoughton  were  two  of  the  judges  of  the 
iuperior  court,  and  neither  of  them  difpofed  to  go  to  the 
extremes  which  feme  others  of  the  council  wifhed  for.* 
"I  he  law  proceedings  were  more  formal  than  they  had 
been. 

The  monies  applied  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel 
among  the  Indians  amounted  to  lix  or  (even  hundred 
pounds  fteriing  per  annum,  which  continued  to  be  entruit- 
ed  with  fome  ot  the  old  magistrates  and  miniiters.  Mr. 
Boyle,  j-  who  had  been  long  governor  of  the  corporation  in 
England,  was  a  very  moderate  churchman  j  and  moii  of 
the  members  were  diilenters  or  favourers  of  the  caufe, 
The  archbiihop  of  Canterbury  promifed  Randolph.};  that 

a 

■  "  His  excellency  tries  all  ways  to  bring  the  people  to  quit  rents A. 

lii tie  time  will  try  what  our  new  judges,  Dudley  and  Stoughton,  will  fay,  when 
either  Indian  purchafes  or  grants  from  the  general  court  are  queftioned  before 
tlicm."      Randolph's  letter  to  fevey,  May  3r,  1687. 

+  Mr.  Boyle  died  in  1692,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Thorn  pf»n. 

%  «<  The  pocr  Indians  (thsfe  who  are  called  miniflers)  come  and  complain  to 
Mr.  Ratcliffe,  our  mini  tier,  tiiat  they  have  nothing  allowed  them.  We  have 
fpoken  to  the  commilhoners  to  have  fome  allowance  tor  them.  All  we  can  get  is 
the  promife  of  a  eoarfe  coat  againlt  winter  ;  and  they  would  net  fuffcr  Aaron,  an 
Indian  preacher,  who  can  read  Englilh  very  well,  to  have  a  bible  with  the  com- 
mon prayer  i:i  itj   but  took  it  away  frem  hin>.     I    humbly   prefuqie   to   remind 

VOUi' 
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a  commiffion  fhould  be  directed  to  feme  perfons  to  audit 
and  report  the  accounts  of  that  money.  The  legality  of 
fuch  a  commiffion,  it  being  contrary  to  the  charter  of  the 
corporation,  might  have  been  queftioned  perhaps  with  as 
good  reafon  as  the  legality  of  the  royal  order,  which  his 
grace  and  the  fix  biihops  loon  after  very  juftly  reftrfed  to 
obey.  One  would  think  that  merely  a  difference  of  place 
mould  not  make  the  fame  meaiure  towards  Englifh  fubjecb 
appear  reafonable  in  the  one  cafe,  and  arbitrary  and  opref* 
five  in  the  other.  The  archbiihop  cither  altered  his  fenti- 
ments,  or  was  diverted  by  greater  affairs  from  purfuing  his 
defign. 

The  Indians  upon  the  frontiers,  in  the.fummer  of  1 6SS, 
renewed  their  hoftilitics.  A  garri&n  had  been  kept  ait 
Pemaquid,  but  it  was  no  fecurity  to  the  fcattered  fettle- 
Hients  upon  the  frontiers.  The  governor,  from  a  preju- 
dice againft  the  late  adminiftration,  by  whom,  without 
furficierit  grounds  for  it,  he  fuppofed  the  Indians  had  been 
treated  with  too  great  fever; ty,  if  not  injuftice,  relolved  to 
try  mild  meafitres,  and  endeavour  to  win  them  by  good 
words  and  final!  cburtefies.  Randolph  writes  to  William 
Penn,  Nov.  9,  1688,  "  Tliis  barbarous  people,  the  In- 
"  dians,  were  never  civilly  treated  by  the  late  government, 
"  who  made.it  their  bufinefs  to  encroach  upon  their  lands, 
"  and  by  degrees  to  drive  them  out  of  all.  That  was  the 
"  grounds  and  the  beginning  of  the  lad  war.     Kis  excel- 

c  t>-  O  . 

"  lency  has  all  along  taken  other  meafures  with  them.  I 
"  hope  the  proclamation,  and  the  Indians'  confidence  in 
"  the  governor's  favour  to  fuch  as  (hall  fubmit,  may  put 
"  a  ftop  to  their  prcfent  rage."  Caftine,  a  Frenchman 
who  lived  among  the  Indians  at  Penobfcot,  made  profef- 
fion  of  friendihip  to  the  Englifh  ;  but  was  fuipected  to  be 
a  falfe  friend,  and  to  ftir  up  the  Indians  againft  them.  His 
trading  houfe  was  plundered  this  year  whilft  lie  was  ablent 
from  it,  which  he  rightly  charged  upon  the  Englifh.     The 

Indians 

ycur  Grace  of  your  promife  to  mci  when  in  England,  that  a  commiflion  fhould 
be  directed  to  fome  perfons  here,  unconcerned,  to  audit  and  report  their  accounts 
of  that  money.  We  want  good  f<  hoolmafters,  none  here  being  allowed  of  but  ot 
ill  principles.  The  money  now  converted  unto  private,  or  worfe  uies,  will  be 
fulTicient  to  fet  up  good  and  public  fchools,  and  provide  a  maintenance  for  our 
minifter,  who  now  lives  upon  a  fmall  contribution.  We  are  yet  forced  to  meet 
in  his  own  houfe."     Rand.  Oil.  z%:  16S6,  tu  Abp.  e/Canuriurj, 
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Indians  informed  fome  of  their  captives,   that  Cat/tine  fur- 
nilhed  every  Indian  who  engaged  again  ft  the  Englifh  with 
a  pound  of  powder,  two  pounds  of  lead,  and  a  quantity  of 
tobacco.       Some  cattle  belonging  to   the  inhabitants  of 
North- Yarmouth   having  been  killed  by  the  Indians,    a 
luftice  of  peace,  — — Blackmail,-  feized  a  party  ot  i  8  v;r  2.0 
Indians  at  or  near  Saco.     Reprifals  were  made  the  5th 
Sept.  and  one  Henry  Smith  and  his  family  taken  1 
Dartmouth  5   and  the  next  day  Edward  Taylor  and  his 
family  were  taken  from  the  fame  place,  and  all  carried  to 
Taconnett,  up  Kennebeck  river,  where  they  found  1    .e 
captives  taken  from  the  lower  parts  of  the  river.     The  In- 
dians killed  divers  of  thefe  captives  in  their  frolics,  as  ap- 
pears by  Smith's  examination,  who  made  his  efcape  from 
them.*'     Sir  Edmund  was  then  at  New- York. -f     Upon 
his  return  to  Bolton  he  ordered  the  Indians  which  Black- 
man  had  feized  to  be  releafed.    The  Indians  returned  fev- 
eral  Englifh  captives  in  exchange.     The  20th  October,  he 
publifhed  a  proclamation,  commanding  the  Indians  to  fct 
at   liberty   his  Majefty's   fubje&s  lately  taken  by  them; 
and  that  fuch  Indians,  as  had  been  actually  concerned  in 
the  murder  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubjecb,  ihouid  furrcn- 
der   themfelves   by  the  11th   of  November,   to  anfwer  for 
their  crimes,  or  otherwife  be  purlued  and  proceeded  agamlt 
with  the  utmoft  feverity  ;  and  all  that  were  innocent  were 
allowed  to  live  near  the  Englifh  towns  if  they  defired  it, 
and  all  perfens  were  to  take  notice  and  conform  themfelves 
accordingly.     The  Indians  treated  the  proclamation  with 
contempt.     The  Englifh,  being  laid  under  reftraint,  were 
more  unfafe  than  if  war  had  been  publicly  declared. 

The  people  in  general,  as  has  been  obferved,  were  patient 
under  the  new  government.  There  are  a  few  initances 
of  profecution  for  contempt  of,  or  oppofiticn  to,  the  au- 
thority. One  John  Gold  of  Topsfield  wis  tried,  and 
convicted,  by  verdict  of  a  jury,  of  treafonable  words  (what 
they  were  is  not  mentioned)  and  fined  fifty  pounds,  &c. 
Mr.  Appleton  of  Ipfwich,  who  had  been  an  ailiflant,  and 

Mr. 

*  Mr.  Ncale  fuppofes  the  firft  blood  to  be  ihed  afterwards  at  North-Yarmouth. 

i  Mafortj  one  of  his  council,  died  in  the  journey  to  York  with  Sir  Edmund  a* 
Efopus. 
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Mr.  Wife,  the  miftifter  of  that  town,  were  imprisoned.* 
Mr.  Wife,  after  the  revolution,  brought  an  action  againft 
Mr.  Dadley,  chief  judge,  for  denying  him  the  benefit  of 
the  habeas  corpus  aft.  Mr.  Mather,  one  of  the  minifters 
of  Bofton,  had  been  a  very  active  perfon  in  diiluading  from 
the  furrender  of  the  charter,  and  publilhed  reafons  againft 
it.  Randolph  frequently  mentions  him  in  his  letters,  as  a 
factious  perfon*  He  behaved  with  fo  much  prudence  as 
to  give  no  room  to  take  hold  of  any  part  of  his  conduct. 
A  forged  letter  was  therefore  forwarded,  in  his  name,  by 
way  of  Barbados,  direfted  to  a  perfon  in  Amsterdam,  but 
intercepted  and  {hewn  by  Randolph  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins, 
who  was  reflected  upon  in  the  letter.  There  were  many 
paflages  in  favour  of  Ferguton,  Lord  Shaftfbury,  Oates,  Sec. 
all  which  mutt  have  made  the  writer  obnoxious  to  the 
King  and  his  minifters,  and  railed  a  prejudice  againft  the 
country.  Sir  Lionel  either  fufpefted  the  forgery,  or  treated 
the  thing  with  contempt,  afking  whether  it  was  the  ftar- 
gazer  -f  wrote  it ;  (o  that  Randolph  milled  his  aim.  Mr. 
Mather,  two  or  three  years  after,  being  informed  of  the 
danger  he  had  been  in,  exculpated  himfelf  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend,  and  charged  the  rorgery  upon  Randolph  or  his 
brother.  This  letter  coming  to  Randolph's  knowledge, 
he  brought  an  action  of  defamation  againft  Mr.  Mather, 
and  laid  his  damage  at  rive  hundred  pounds.  The  jury 
gave  the  defendant  cofts.  But  Randolph,  I  know  not  how , 
was  bringing  a  new  action  for  the  fame  defamation.  Mr. 
Mather's  friends  advifing  him  of  it,  he  kept  concealed  to 
avoid  the  fervice  of  the  writ.  About  this  time  fome  of 
the  principal  men  of  the  colony  flattered  themfelves  that 
they  might  obtain  a  partial  relief  by  a  reprefentation  of 
their  grievances  to  the  King,  and  Mr.  Mather  was  though: 
a  proper  perion  to  be  their  agent  or  mehenger,  and  he 

embarked 

*  This  was  the  puniftiment  for  remonftrating  in  an  addrefs  againll  the  taxes 
as  a  heavy  grievance,  i'uch  an  addrefs  being  preferred  about  this  time.  The  fe- 
lectmen  of  Ipfwich  voud,  "  That  inafmuch  n.s  it  is  againft  the  privilege  of  En» 
44  glilh  fubjects  to  have  money  railed  without  their  own  content  in  an  aft'embly 
*l  or- parliament,  therefore  they  will  petition  the  King  for  liberty  of  an  affembly 
•«  before  they  make  any  rates."  Sir  Edmund  caufed  them  to  be  imprifonei 
and  fined,  fome  io,  fome  30,  and  fome  50I.  as  the  judges  by  him  i  intruded 
fhould  fee  meet  to  determine.         Narrative  of  Ncu-Englar.d  mifairs,  &?-r, 

*  Mr.  Mather  had  juft  before  published  a  dif-ourfe  upon  comet-:. 
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embarked  in  the  night  and  in  diiguife,     The  fervice  of 
Randolph's  writ  would  have  prevented  his  voyage.* 

There  feems  to  have  been  but  little  room  to  hope  for 
fuccefs.  King  James  was  making  daily  advances  towards 
defpotilm  in  England.  It  was  not  likely  that  he  mould 
content  to  any  degree  of  liberty  in  the  colonies.  Sir  Ed- 
mund knew  too  well  the  dilpofition  of  his  mailer  to  give 
himfelf  any  concern  about  the  complaints  preferred  againft- 
him.  There  were  two  perfons  in  London  at  that  time 
who  had  been  affiilants  under  the  charter,  Samuel  Nowell 
and  Elilha  Hutchinfon.  They  joined  with  Mr  Mather  in 
a  remonftrance  to  the  King.  One  of  the  new  council, 
Richard  Wharton,  ienfible  of  the  diftrefies  of  the  country, 
concurred  with  the  others  alfo,  as  appears  by  his  letters  j 
but  all  was  to  no  purpofe.  At  full,  indeed,  a  report  was 
agreed  upon  by  the  committee  for  foreign  plantations,  in 
which  an  ailembly  was  mentioned  ;  but  Lord  Sunderland 
flruck  out  that  claufe  with  his  own  hand,  before  the  re- 
port was  prefentcd.-j*  The  inhabitants  of  Cambridge 
made  a  particular  application^  and  Mr.  Hinkley,  the  late- 
governor 

*  Mr.  Mather  failed  in  April,  ifiS8.  Some  of  his  church  carried  him  aboard 
in  the  night  in  difguife.  +  Narrative  of  miferies,  &c. 

+   Cambridge  addrefs  was  in  the  following  words  : 

««  To  the  King's  moft  eKcellent  Majefty, 

"  The  petition  and  addrefs  of  ]ohn  Gibfon,  aged  about  S7,  and  George  Wil- 
••  low,  aged  86  years,  as  alfo  on  behalf  of  their  neighbours  the  inhabitants  of 
•'  Cambridge  in  New- England,  in  moft  humble  wife  Iheweth, 

«'  That  your  Majefty's  good  fubjedts  with  much  hard  labour  and  great  dif- 
*'  burfements  have  fubdued  a  wildefnefs,  built  our  houfes,  and  planted  orchards  ? 
•'  being  encouraged  by  our  indubitable  right  to  the  foil,  by  the  royal  charter 
«'  granted  unto  thcfiril  planters)  together  with  our  full  p'urchafe  of  the  natives, 
"  as  alfo  by  fundry  letters  and  declarations  fent  ro  the  late  governor  and  compa- 
**  ny  from  his  late  Majefty  your  royal  brother,  alluring  us  of  the  full  enjoyment 
"  oi  our  properties  and  pofleffions,  as  is  more  efpecially  contained  in  the  declara- 
■»  t:on  fent,  when  the  quo  warranto  was  ifl'ued  out  againft  our  charter.  But  we 
"  are  neceflitated  to  make  this  our  moan  and  complaint  to  your  excellent  Majefty., 
•*  for  that  our  title  is  now  queftioned  to  our  lands  by  us  quietly  poflefled  for  near 
»'  60  years,  and  without  which  wc  cannot  fublift.  Our  humble  addrefs  to  our 
««  governor.  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  fhesnng  our  juft  title,  long  and  peaceable  pol- 
'«<  leflion,  together  with  our  claim  of  the  benefit  of  your  Majefty's  letters  and  de~ 
«'  citations."  alluring  all  your  good  fubjec~U  that  they  fhall  not  be  moleftcd  in 
m  their  properties  and  polleilions,  not  availing. 

«•  Roya!  Sir,  We  are  a  poor  people,  and  have  no  way  to  procure  money  to  de- 
«'  fend  our  caufe  in  the  law,  nor  know  we  of  friends  at  court  j  and  therefore  Un~ 
"  to  your  royal  Majefty.  as  the  public  father  of  all  your  lubjeds,  do  we  make  this 
"  our  h  inoie  addrefs  for  relief;  befeeehing  your  Majefty  gracioufly  to  pafs  your' 
•'  rov  il  set  for  the  confirmation  of  your  Majefty's  fubjedts  here  in  our  poHeflibns 
«'  to  us,  derive  1  from  our  late  governor  and  company  of  this  your  Majefty's  coi :>- 
«i  ny  We  now  humbly  call  ourfelves  and  the  diftrefled  condition  of  our  wi-. <■: 
"  and  c!;l  re>  at  your  Majefty's  feet,  and  conclude  v\ith  that  laying  of  Qucea 
•♦  Ellher,  If  we  periih,  we  perifti."         rfdrrat'rve  of  N.  E.  Miferiis. 
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governor  of  Plymouth,  petitioned  in  behalf  of  that  colony* 
The  fum  of  the  application  made  by  the  agents  was  con- 
tained in  the  following  heads,  viz. 

"  That  his  Majelty's  fubjedts  in  New-England  may 
*'  be  quieted  in  the  poffefifon  of  ail  property,  both  in 
"  houfes  and  lands,  as  they  enjoyed  them  before  the  gov- 
"  crnment  was  changed  on  the  24th  May,  1686;  and 
"  that  the  ancient  records  there  fettled  for  title  of  lands 
**  may  be  confirmed, 

"  That  there  be  liberty  of  confcience  in  matters  of  re- 
u  ligion  ;  that  their  former  methods  of  fwearing  in  giving 
"  evidence  may  be  allowed  ;  and  that  all  their  meeting* 
"  houfes  may  be  left  free  to  them',  according  to  the  inten- 
"  tion  of  the  builders  thereof. 

"  That  no  laws  may  be  made  nor  monies  raifed  there, 
"  without  the  confent  of  a  general  affembly,  as  it  is  in  the 
"  other  plantations. 

"  That  all  townlhips  may  have  liberty  to  affemble  and 
"  manage  the  buiinefs  of  their  feveral  precindts  as  under 
u  the  former  government,  and  have  power  to  receive  and 
"  difpofe  of  all  voluntary  contributions. 

"  That  the  college  at  Cambridge  in  New-England,  the 
u  revenues  thereunto  belonging,  be  confirmed  in  the 
"  hands  of  a  prefident  and  fellows  as  formerly." 

This  application  meeting  with  no  fuccefs,  the  agents 
preferred  the  following  petition. 

"  To  the  right  honourable  the  Lords  Committee  for 
u  trade  and  plantations. 

"The  humble  petition  of  increafe  Mather,  Samuel 
"  No  well,  and  Elifha  Hutchinfon,  fheweth, 

"  That  finc'e  your  Lordihips  feem  to  be  of  opinion  that 
**  his  Majefty  will  not  at  prefent  grant  an  affembly  to  be 
"  held  within  his  dominion  of  New-England  for  the  mak- 
"  ing  of  laws  or  railing  of  money,  the  petitioners  humbly 
"  conceive  that  it  will  be  much  for  his  Majefty's  fervice 
"  and  the  peaceable  government  of  his  fubjedts  there,,  that, 
'.'  until  his  Majefty1  mail  be "  gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  an 
fc  affembly,  the  council  ihouid  confiit  of  fuch  perfonsas  fhall 
"  be  conliderable  proprietors  of  lands  within  his  Majefty's 
"  dominions ;  and  that,   the    counties  being  continued  as 

Vol    I.  Y  "at 
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"  at  prefent,  each  county  may  hav.e  one  at  lead  of  fuch 
"  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  to  be  members  thereof. 
"  And  that  no.  acts  may  pafs  for  law  but  fuch  as  have  or 
"  lhall  be  voted  by  the  manifeft  confent  of  the  major  part 
"  of  the  council.  And  that  all  laws  {o  made  may,  by 
"  printing,  be  pubhihed  for  the  general  infr.rucr.ion  of  all 
"  the  inhabitants. 

"  Your  petitioners  therefore  mod  humbly  pray,  that 
"  your  Lord  (Lips  would  be  picafed  favourably  to  report 
"  the  fame  to  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious  direction  and 
"  order  therein  ;  and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound 
"  ihall  pray,  &c." 

However  modeft  thefe  defires  may  appear  to  us  at  this 
day,  who  are  in  the  pofleflion  of  fuch  ample  privileges,  yet 
they  could  not  prevail  in  the  reign  oi  King  James.  The 
fuiicitations  in  England  had  not  the  leait  influence  upon 
meafures  in  New- England.* 

Writs  of  intrufion  were  brought  againft  fome  of  the 
principal  perfons  in  the  colony,  who  refilled  to  petition  for 
patents.  Col.  Shrimoton  hired  Deer-ifland  of  the  town 
of  Bolton  ;  the  rent  was  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  a 
fcliool.  An  action  was  commenced  for  recovering  polfcf- 
fion.-^  Belides  the  real  oppreffions  from  this  arbitrary  ad- 
miniflration,  many  groundlefs  jealouiies  were  railed,  which 
iricreafed  the  terror  of  the  people.  Caftine,  it  was  intimat- 
ed, was  robbed  with  the  privity  of  the  authority,  in  order 
to  incenfe  the  French  and  Indians.'!  Up0"  tne  frrft  insur- 
rection of  the  Indians,  the  inhabitants  began  to  fortify  and 
garrifon  their  houfts.    Sir  Edmund  ordered  them  to  defil.t. 

An 

*  June  21,  1688,  Randolph  writes,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  they  were  as 
arbitrary  as  the  great  Turk.  [This  is  not  a  fair  reprefentation.  The  words 
were  fpoken  of  Oongan's  agents  at  Pemaquid,  and  by  way  of  difapprobativn  of 
their  proceedings.      See  Hutchinfon's  collection  of  papers,  p.  565. J 

•f  Befides  the  general  exception  to  all  titles,  that  they  were  derived  from  a 
grantor  which  had  no  title,  in  the  cafe  of  towns  there  was  this  furtheri  that  they 
were  not  capable  of  taking  any  eftate. 

J  Sir  Edmund  had  given  orders  to  Pipon,  commander  of  the  fort  at  Pemaquid* 
lo  range  the  coaft  as  far  as  St.  Croix.  This  appears  by  a  letter  from  Pipon  to 
the  governor,  and  the  whole  was  included  in  Sir  Edmund's  commiffion.  But 
Dr.  Mather  gives  this  reafon  for  doing  it  at  this  time  :  «« A  parcel  of  French 
wines  hail  been  leized  at  the  eaftward  ;  and,  at  the  inftance  ot  the  French  am- 
balfador.  an  order  had  been  obtained  to  reftore  them.  A  new  line  was  fuppofed 
to  be  then  made  for  the  piovince,  to  evade  the  order.  This  line  took  in  Cafiine's 
country.  He  thereupon  fled,  and  his  arms  and  goods  were  brought  to  I'enu- 
quid.     ,-V!:i  this  brought  on  the  war." 
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An  Indian  who  came  in  to  Sudbury  affirmed  to  the  people 
there,  that  the  Indians  underftood  from  the  governor  that: 
the  French  and  frifh  would  take  poffeffion  of  Boflon  in 
the  fprihg.  A  Penicook  Indian  affirmed,  that  the  Maquas 
or  Mohawks  had  fent  a  rfiefTenger  to  inform  the  Penicook 
tribe  that  Sir  Edmund  had  hired  them  to  fight  againft  the 
Englifh.  Thefe  idle  ftories  were  fpfead  about  the  coun- 
try. The  Mohawks,  it  is  true,  made  peace  with  the  French, 
under  the  influence  of  Sir  Edmund.  The  clofe  connection 
between  the  courts  of  England  and  France  at  this  time 
well  accounts  for  it. 

The  Indians  neglected  to  comply  with  the  governor's 
order  to  deliver  up  the  murderers.  They  continued  their 
hoitilities.  He  thereupon  railed  a  fmall  army  of  feven  or 
eight  hundred  men,*  and,  in  the  beginning  of  November, 
marched  at  the  head  of  them,  through  iroti  and  mow,  into 
the  eaftern  country.  This  meafure  was  univerfally  con- 
demned :  the  men  being  expofed  to  extreme  hardfhips, 
without  any  profpecr.  of  fervice  ;  the  Indians  taking  care 
to  keep  out  of  their  reach.  Some  of  his  enemies  charged 
him  with  a  defign  to  itarve  or  freeze  the  men  ;  but  other 
perfons,  who  were  more  candid,  acknowledged  that  he 
readily  took  to  himfelf  his  full  ihare  of  the  hardfhips  of 
the  campaign,  and  that  he  was  a  kind  and  good  general 
to  the  men  under  his  command.  Notwithstanding  his 
care,  many  died  with  hardfhips  ;  more,  it  was  thought, 
than  the  whole  number  of  Indians  at  that  time  in  hoitili- 
ry.  Not  one  Indian  was  killed.  They  all  fled  into  their 
more  remote  dens,  where  they  remained  the  whole  winter. 
Be-fides  the  fort  at  Pemaquid,  Sir  Edmund  built  a  fort  at 
Pejypfcot  falls,  and  another  at  Sheepfcote,  and  placed 
garrifons  in  them,  and,  upon  his  return  to  Bofcon,  left  the 
command  of  the  country  with  Anthony  Brockholt,  one  of 
his  council  and  favourites. 

in  the  hammer  of  i688,-f-  the  governor  received  a  new 

commifiion, 

*  Thefe  men  were  imprefled  into  the  fervice.  Under  the  charter,  this  had  been 
the  ufual  way  of  railing  men.  This  is  the  reafon  we  do  not  meet  with  it  among 
the  grievances. 

+  Several  letters  mention  the  arrival  from  England,  about  this  time,  of  John 
Palmer,  who  had  been  of  Sir  Edmund's  couiui!,  both  in  New-England  and  New- 
York,  with  a  commidon  or  appointment  for  chief  judge  of  the  fupreme  court. 

Y  2 
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commiflion,  which  was  publilhed,  with  great  parade,  from 
the  balconv  of  the  town-houfe.*  And  Toon  after,  he  re- 
ceived  the  joyful  news  of  the  birth  of  a  prince,  and  ordered 
a  general  thankigiving  through  his  government.  The  iuf- 
picions  concerning  this  birth  were  tranimitted  with  the 
news,  and  very  eafily  received  by  the  people  in  general. -p 

During  the  winter  of  83,  there  was  no  account  received 
in  New-England  of  the  landing  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. 
Something  tranfpired  by  way  of  Virginia  as  the  ipring 
opened.  The  rumour  brought  the  governor  from  Pema* 
quid  to  Bofton.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  viz.  April  idth,  he 
writes  to  Brockholt,  "  There's  a  general  buzzing  among 
*'  the  people,  great  with  expectation  of  their  old  charter, 

"  or 

*  New- York  was  included  in  this  commiiTion.  He  went  thither  foon  after. 
Mi.  Smith  fuppofes  Dongan  to  have  continued  until  the  revolution.  His  ccm- 
miliion  was  undoubtedly  fuperfeded  by  this  new  commiflion  to  Andros  ;  who 
took  the  adminiftration  apon  him  in  the  fummer  of  10S8.  Mr.  lilaithwait  writes 
to  Randolph,  March  iii  1687-S  :  "  Sir,  1  am  to  thank  you  for  yours  of  the  23d 
of  November,  and  would  not  fail  to  anfwer  the  chief  particulars.  If  the  union 
oi'  all  New-England  under  one  governor  be  acceptable  on  your  fide  the  water> 
what  will  the  joining  and  annexing  to  the  lame  government  be  of  all  the  Englifh 
territories  in  America,  from  Delaware  bay  to  Nova-Scotia  r  This  is  already  de- 
termined by  his  Majefty  ;  and  a  commiflion  is  in  hand,  conftituting  Sir  Edmund 
Andros  governor  alio  of  New-York,  as  united  to  New-England.  And  for  the 
iwojerleys,  fcire  facias 's  are  expediting  towards  their  union.  This,  befnlcs 
other  advantages,  wiM  be  tenible  to  the  French,  and  make  them  proceed  with 
more  caution  than  they  have  lately  done." 

+  There  was  fpecial  command  given  to  the  miniftcrs.  The  proclamation  and 
order  were  as  follows. 

44  By  his  Excellency. 

*•  A  proclamation  for  a  general  thankigiving  for  her  Majefty's  being  fafeiy 
delivered   of  a    Prince. 

44  Whereas  I  have  received  certain  information  of  her  Majefty's  being  fafcly 
delivered  of  a  prince,  which  being  a  great  bltfling  beftowed  on  their  Majcfties 
and  all  his  Majefty's  dominions,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  and  do,  with  the 
advice  of  the  council,  order,  that  there  be  a  general  thankfgiving  for  the  fame,  to 
beobferved  within  the  city  of  New- York  and  dependencies,  on  Sunday  the  fecond 
day  of  September  next  coming,  and  fourteen  days  after  ill  all  other  parts  of  this 
dominion.  Of  which  all  minifters,  officers  and  perfons  are  to  take  notice  and 
conform  themfelves  accordingly.  Given  at  New-Vork,  the  tour  and  twentieth 
day  of Auguft,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  annoq;   Dom.  1688- 

44  By  his  Excellency's  command,  E.  Anuko). 

John  Weft,  D.  fecr'y.  God  fave  the  King. 

4'  Vera  copia,     Benj.  Bullivant." 

««•  Suffolk,  fS.     >         t-      \jf       /-.    ..         „    .,  „•     •«        •      n    n. 

. .  r     ,      ,     )■      To  Mr.  Cotton  Mather,  mmilter  in  Bofton. 
N.England,    y 

44  In  his  Majefty's  name  you  are  hereby  required   to   canfe  the  above-written 

proclamation    to    be   publicly    read  in  the  congregation,    on. the  next  Lord's  day 

after  >  011  lhall  receive  it,    and    that    you    do  then  and  there  publicly  ftir  up  your 

hearers  to  the  lolcmn  work  of  the  day,    as  is  required  by  the   fame,   and  hereof 

you  are  not  to  fail.      Given  under  my  hand  and  leal    at    Lofton,    the  fiift  day  of 

September,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,    King  James  the  fecond,    of 

England)  &c-  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1688.  Benja.Bui.liv  ant." 
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"  or  they  know  not  what  5  hope,  that  "II  magiftrates  and 
"  officers  will  be  careful  not  to  be  wanting  in  their  duty ; 
"  and  particularly  truft,  that  the  foldiers  be  in  good  order, 
**  and  diligent  to  avoid  furprife,  and  fee  they  have  provi- 
w  fions  fitting  duly  ferved  out,  and,  if  occahon,  more  than 

**  the  ordinary  allowance,"  &c. A  few  days  before,  one 

Mr.  Window  came  from  Virginia,  and  brought  a  printed 
copy  of  the  Prince  of  Orange's  declaration.  Upon  his  ar- 
rival, he  was  imprifoned  by  jultice  Foxcroft  and  others,  for 
bringing  a  traitorous  and  trealbnable  libel  into  the  country, 
as  the  mittimus  exprefled  it.  Window  offered  two  thou- 
fand  pounds  bail,  but  it  could  not  be  accepted.  A  pro- 
clamation was  iiiued,  charging  all  officers  and  people  to  be 
in  readinefs  to  hinder  the  landing  of  any  forces  which  the 
Prince  of  Orange  might  fend  into  thofe  parts  of  the  world. 
The  old  magiftrates  and  heads  of  the  people  hlently  wifhed, 
and  fecretly  prayed,  for  iuccefs  to  the  glorious  undertaking, 
and  determined  quietly  to  wait  the  event.  The  body  of 
the  people  were  more  impatient.  The  flame,  which  had 
been  long  (mothered  in  their  breads,  burfi  forrh  with 
violence,  Thurfday  the  1 8th  of  April ;  when  the  governor, 
and  fuch  of  the  council  as  had  been  moil  active,  and  other 
obnoxious  perfons,  about  fifty  in  the  whole,  were  feized 
and  confined,  and  the  old  magiftrates  were  reinstated. 
This  was  certainly  a  r&fh,  precipitate  proceeding.  Little 
or  no  inconvenience  could  ariie  from  a  few  days  delay. 
The  revolution  in  England  could  not,  at  any  time,  have 
been  effected  without  rifle  to  all  perfons  there  who  moved 
in  it.  Their  lives  depended  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  attempt, 
But  the  fate  of  New- England  depended  upon  that  of  Old, 
If  the  Prince  Succeeded,  they  might  have  aiTumed  the  gov- 
ernment without  any  hazard.  If  he  failed,  had  they  re- 
mained quiet,  they  would  have  been  in  no  worfe  State 
.than  before  ;  bui  the  confequence  of  an  infurrecf  ion  would 
have  been  death  to  the  principal  actors,  and  a  (till  harder 
flavery  than  before  ,to  all  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants.  An 
anonymous  letter,  directed  to  the  governor  of  Plymouth, 
gives  a  more  circumftantial  account  of  this  revolution  than 
any  that  has  yet  been  printed, 

"  Bolton, 
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"  Bofton,  Aoril  2 2d,  89. 
"  Hon'd  Sir, 
"  The  confideration  of  my  Ending  you  a  blank,  wLerein 
only  the  declaration  was  enclolecl,  feeois  to  deferve  a 
check,  and  conftrains  me  to  an  apology,  not  having  fo 
much  as  liberty  granted  me  by  the  melTenger  to  write 
two  or  three  lines,  whereby  vou  miffht  have  underftood 
the  prefent  date  of  things,  which  by  this  time  you  are 
doubtlefs  acquainted  with  ;  but  left  it  mould  prove 
otherwife,  I  have  taken  the  pains  to  give  a  brief  account. 
—I  knew  not  any  thing  of  what  was  intended,  until  it 
was  began ;  yet  being  at  the  north  end  of  the  town, 
where  I  law  boys  running  along  the  ftreets,  with  clubs 
in  their  hands,  encouraging  one  another  to  fight.  1  be- 
gan to  rniftruft  what  was  intended,  and,  hailening  to- 
wards the  town-dock,  I  foon  law  men  running  for  their 
arms  ;  but  before  I  got  to  the  red  lion,  I  was  told  that 
Capt.  George  and  the  mailer  of  the  frigate*  were  feized 
and  fecured  in  Mr.  Column's  houle,  at  the  north  end  j 
and  when  I  came  to  the  town-dock,  I  underftood  that 
Bullivant  and  Come  others  of  them  were  laid  hold  of*; 
and  then,  immediately,  the  drums  began  to  beat,  and 
the  people  haftened  and  ran,  forjie  with  and  fome  for 
arms.  Young  Dudley;  and  Colonel  Lidget  with  fome 
difficulty  attained  to  the  fort.  The  governor  immedi- 
ately lent  Dudley  on  an  errand,  to  rcqueft  the  four  min- 
ifters,;!;  Mr,  Joyliffe,j|  and  on-,  or  two  more,  to  come  to 
him  at  the  tort,  pretending  that,  bv  them,  he  might 
ftill  the  people,  not  thinking  it  fate  lor  him  to  go  to 
them.  They  returned  for  anfwer,  that  they  did  not 
think  it  fafe  for  them  to  go  to  him,  Now,  by  this  time, 
all  the  perions  whom  they  concluded  not  to  be  tor  their 
fide,  were  feized  and  fecured,  e>,cept  fome  few  who  had 
hid  thcmfelves,  who  alterwards  were  found,  and  dealt  by 
as  the  reft.       The  governor,  with  Palmer,  Randolph, 

"  Lidget, 

*  The  Rdfe. 

+  Mr.  Dudley,  his  father,  was  abfent,  holding  court  in  the  Narraganfet 
country.  Some  of  Providence  went  out  and  feized  him.  He  was  brought  to 
Roxbury,  and  a  gu.ird  placed  round  his  houfe,  to  f ecu  re  him.  as  the  order  ex,- 
picll'es  it,  againft  violence.      He  was  afterwards  committed  to  pril'on. 

X  Mr    Alien,  Moodey,  Willard,  and  Cotton  Mather. 

|!   A  perfon  who  had  been  many  )ears  a  leading  man  in  town  affairs  in  Bolton, 
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fi  Lidget,  Weil,  and  one  or  two  more,  were  in  the  fort. 
**  All  the  companies  were  loon  rallied  together  at  the  town- 
"  houfe  ;  where  aifembled  Gapt;  Winthrop,*  Shrimpton,* 
"  Page,-f  and  many  other  fubftantial  men,  to  confult  mat- 
"  ters  ;  in  which  time  the  old  governor.];  came  among  them, 
"  at  whole  appearance  there  was  a  great  thout  by  the  fol- 
"  diers.  80011  alter,  the  jack  was  let  up  at  the  fort,  and 
"  a  pair  of  colours  at  beacon-hill,  which  gave  notice  to 
"  fome  thou  (and  foldiers  on  Charleftown  fide  that  the 
"  controverfy  was  now  to  be  ended  ;  and  multitudes  would 
"  have  been  there,  but  that  there  was  no  need.  The  frig- 
'-  ate,  upon  the  news,  put  out  all  her  flags  and  pendant?, 
"  and  opened  all  her  ports,  and  with  all  fpeed  made  ready 
"  for  fight,  under  the  command  of  the  lieutenant,  he 
"  fwearing  that  he  would  die  before  Ihe  mould  be  taken  ; 
"although  the  captain  fent  to  him,  that  if  he  fired  one 
1  thot,  or  did  any  hurt,  they  would  kill  him,  whom  they 
"  had  feized  already  ;  but  the  lieutenant,  not  regarding, 
"  kept  thofe  refolutions  all  that  day.  Now,  about  four 
**  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  orders  were  given  to  s;o 
"  and  demand  the  fort  ;  which  hour  the  foldiers  longed 
"  for;  and  had  it  not  been  jufl  at  the  nick,  the  governor 
"  and  ail  the  crew  had  made  their  efcape  on  board  the 
*i  frigate,  a  barge  being  fent  for  them  ;  but  the  foldiers, 
**  being  fo  near,  got  the  barge.  The  army  divided,  and 
"  part  came  up  on  the  back  fide  of  the  fort,  part  went  un- 
"  derneath  the  hill  to  the  lower  battery  or  fconce,  where 
"  the  red  coats  were,  who  immediately  upon  their  approach 
"  retired  up  to  the  fort  to  their  mailer,  who  rebuked  them 
"  for  not  firing  on  our  foldiers,  and,  as  I  am  informed, 
"  beat  fome  of  them.  When  the  foldiers  came  to  the  batte- 
"  ry  or  fconce,  they  prefently  turned  the  great  guns  about, 
"  and  pointed  them  againit  the  fort,  which  did  much 
"daunt  thole  within;  and  the  foldiers  were  fo  void  of 
**  fear,  that,  I  prefume,  had  thofe  within  the  fort  been  rel- 
"  olute  to  have  loft  their  lives  in  fight,  they  mignt  have 
"  killed  an  hundred  of  us  at  once,  being;  fo  thick  together 

"  before 

*  *  They  were  both  of  them  of  Sir  Edmund's  council. 
+  He  married  prelident  Dudley's  filler. 

%  Other  accounts  fay,   that  he  and  the  old  magistrates  were   guarded  by   the 
militia  with  great  formality. 


336  THE  HISTORY   OF         [Chap.  III. 

64  before  the  mouths  of  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  all  loaden 
*'  with  fmall  (hot ;  but  God  prevented  it.  Then  they  de- 
"  manded  a  furrender,  which  was  denied,  until  Mr.  Weft 
"  and  another  fhould  firft  go  to  the  council,  and  after 
"  their  return,  we  fhould  have  an  anfwer,  whether  to  fight 
"  or  no.  Upon  their  return,  they  came  forth  from  the  fort,* 
"  and  went  difarmed  to  the  town-houfe,  and  from  thence, 
*'  fome  to  the  clofc  jail,  and  the  governor,  under  a  guard, 
"  to  Mr.  Ufher's  houfe.  The  next  day,  they  fent  the  two 
•'  colonels  to  demand  of  him  the  furrender  of  the  caftle, 
"  which  he  refolved  not  to  give  j  but  they  told  him,  if  he 
"  would  not  give  it  prefently,  under  his  hand  and  leal,  he 
"  would  be  expofed  to  the  rage  of  the  people,  and  fo  left 
fl  him ;  but  he  fent  and  told  them  that  he  would,  and  did 
"  fo  ;  and  they  went  down,  and  it  was  furrendered  to  them 
"  with  curfings  i  and  they  brought  the  men  away,  ancj 
*'  made  Captain  Fairweather  commander  in  it.  Now,  by 
"  the  time  that  the  men  came  back  from  the  caftle,  all  the 
"  guns,  both  in  fhips  and  batteries,  were  brought  to  bear 
46  againft  the  frigate,  which  were  enough  to  have  mattered 
"  her  in  pieces  at  once,  refolving  to  have  her.  It  is  inci- 
"  dent  to  corrupt  nature  to  lay  the  blame  of  our  evil  deeds 
"  any  where  rather  than  on  ourfelves ;  fo  Captain  George 
"  call. all  the  blame  now  upon  that  devil  Randolph  ;  for 
"  had  it  hot  been  for  him  he  had  never  troubled  this  good 
"  people,  earneftly  foliating  that  he  might  not  be  con- 
"  {trained  to  iurrender  the  Ihip,  for  by  fo  doing  both  him? 
"  felf  and  all  his  men  would  lofe  their  wages,  which  other- 
*'  wife  would  be  recovered  in  England,  giving  leave  to  go 
*'  on  board  and  ftrike  the  topmafts  and  bring  the  fails  on 
"  fhore  j  and  fo  he  did.  The  country  people  came  armed 
"  into  the  town,  in  the  afternoon,  in  fuch  rage  and  heat, 
f{  that  it  made  us  all  tremble  to  think  what  would  follow  ; 
*'  for  nothing  would  fatisfy  them,  but  that  the  governor 
"  muft  be  bound  in  chains  or  cords,  and  put  in  a  more 
*'  fecure  place,  and,  that  they  would  fee  done  before  they 
"  went  away ;  and,  to  fatisfy  them,  he  was  guarded  by 
"  them  to  the  fort." T1 

*  Mr.  John  Nelfon,  a  young  gentleman  of  Bofton.  at  the  head  of  the  fohiierst 
demanded  the  tort  the  fecond  time  ;  and  then  the  governor  came  down,  and  lyfii 
♦  cr.dsred  himfsjlf  and  thp  fort.     Ntale. 
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The  former  governor,  Mr.  Bradftreet*  with  feveral  of 
the  magiftratcs  chofen  in  1686,  and  ibme  of  the  principal 
merchants  and  other  principal  inhabitants,  being  convened 
at  the  town-houfe,  iigned  the  following  meifage  to  Sir 
Edmund  Andros,  which  was  the  mil  public  ad  done  by 
them. 

"  At  the  town-houfe  in  Bofton,  April  *S,  1689. 
"  Sir,  Qurielves  and  many  others,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  town  and  places  adjacent,  being  furprifed  with  the 
people's  fudden  taking  arms,  in  the  firil  motion  whereof 
we  were  wholly  ignorant,  being  driven  to  it  by  the  prelent 
accident,  are  neceffitated  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that, 
for  the  quieting  and  fecuring  the  people  inhabiting  this 
country  from  the  imminent  danger  they  many  ways  lie 
open  and  expofcd  to,  and  tendering  your  own  fafety,  we 
judge  it  neceflary  that  you  forthwith  deliver  up  the  govr 
eminent  and  fortifications,  to  be  preferved  and  difpofed 
according  to  order  and  direction  of  the  crown  of  England, 
which  fuddenly  is  expected  may  arrive  $f  promising  all 
fecurity  from  violence  to  yourfelf,  or  any  of  your  gentlemen 
or  foldiers,  in  perfon  and  eftate:  otherwife,  we  are  afTured, 
they  will  endeavour  the  taking  of  the  fortifications  by 
ftorm,  if  any  oppofition  be  made. 

To  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Knight. 
William  Stoughton     S.  Bradftreet         Wait  Winthrop 
Xhomas  Panforth       John  Richards    Sam.  Shrimplou 
Eliiha  Cooke       Wm.  Browne 
If.  Addington      Barth.  Gedney 
John  Folter 
Peter  Sergeant 
David  Waterhoufe 
Adam  Winthrop 
;j;  J.  Nelfon."  However 

*  Mr.  Braditreet  was  eighty-fuven  years  of  age,  had  been  fixty  years  a  magif- 
trate.  His  venerable  prefence  was  necellary,  but  his  time  for  bufinefs  wa^  over. 
Mr.  Fofter,  a  wealthy  merchant,  who  had  not  been  many  years  from  Londoa, 
was  among  the  moft  active,  and  there  are  more  original  papers  of  his  hand- 
writing than  of  any  other  perfen's. 

+  A  circular  letter  was  drawn  up,  to  have  been  fent,  in  the  name  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  ta  confirm  all  governors  in  their  places.  That  to  New-England  was 
flopped  by  a  reprefentation  from  Mr.  Mather,  the  agent,  to  Mr.  Jephfon,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  Prince. 

£  Mr.  Nelfon  was  a  gentleman  of  good  family,  and  a  near  relation  to  Sir 
Thomas  Temple>   an   enemy   to  the  tyrannical  government  of  Andros,  but  aq 

epifcop<ilian 
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However  exceptionable  the  firfr  rifing  of  the  people  might 
be,  yet  this  meafure  of  the  magidrates  and  other  gentle- 
men feems  to  have  been  neceflary.  It  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive in  what  other  way  the  people  could  have  been  quieted. 
Had  they  been  left  to  themfelves,  the  conlequences  mull 
have  been  terrible.     Some  who  had  been  the  moll  firm  in 

fupport 

epifcopalian  in  principle,  and  of  a  gay,  free  temper,  which  prevented  his  being 
allowed  any  11  are  in  the  adminiftration  after  it  was  fettled,  although  he  was  at 
the  head  of  the  party  that  demanded  the  furrender  of  the  fort.  He  went,  not 
long  after,  upon  a  trading  voyage  to  Nova-Scotia,  where  he  was  taken  by  a  party 
of  French  or  Indians,  and  can ied  to  Quebec.  Notwithftanding  the  flight  put 
upon  him,  yet  fuch  was  his  regard  for  his  country,  that  he  ran  very  great  rifk  of 
his  life  in  an  attempt  to  give  intelligence  of  the  designs  of  the  French.  The 
following  letter,  remaining  upon  the  Mailachufetts  riles,  ought  to  be  made  pub- 
lic to  do  honour  to  lus  memory. 

"  Auguft  26,  1692. 

"  About  14  days  ago  arrived  two  men  of  war  and  fix  merchant  fhips  from 
France,  which  came  furnilhed  with  recruits  of  provifion,  ammunition,  30  more 
great  guns.  24  pateraroes,  one  mortar  and  $0  '.hells.  A  little  before  the  arrival 
of  thefe  fhips,  Madockawando,  the  Penobicot  fachem,  came  here  ;  who  made 
and  received  divers  compliments,  prefeuted  the  governor  with  five  Englifh  cap- 
tives, and  received  from  him  prefenls  encouraging  him  and  the  reft  to  continue 
the  war;  but  all  gave  but  little  fatisfadVion  to  the  Indians,  who  expetted  greater 
re:ompencc.  They  would  oftea  difcourfe  their  difcontent  to  fome  of  us  who 
understand  their  language.  I  was  in  hopes  to  make  fome  improvement  of  their 
difcontent,  by  propofing  the  fettlement  of  a  trading  houfe  up  Penobicot  river  at 
Ncgas.  They  were  glad  of  the  propofal,  and  it  is  the  only  means  of  recovering 
our  intereft  with  thefe  eaftern  Indians.      I  promifed  to  fend  my  thoughts  thereon 

to  yourfelves,    of   which    I    would  have  you  to  confider,  &c. Madockawando 

gave  daily  advice  of  all  their  refults,,  he  is  certainly  well  affected  towards  us. 
Two  days  ago  he  was  difpatched  Irom  hence,  with  orders  to  get  together  all  the 
Indians  he  can  ;  they  make  account  of  two  01  three  hundred  ;  they  are  to  remain 
at  Penobfcot  until  the  two  men  of  war  join  them,  who  are  preparing  themfelves 
as  well  as  they  can,  adding  to  their  number  200  Canadians,  fo  that,  in  ail,  they 
will  have  above  400,  who,  with  the  Indians,  are  to  affault  Wells,  Iiks  cf  Shoals 
and  Pifcataqua.  The  riefign  is  dangerous,  if  you  mould  be  unprovided  ;  1  have 
therefore  improved  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  give  you  this  intelligence,  by 
money*  and  a  promite  of  gcod  reward  from  yourfelves.  I  have  corrupted  two 
Frenchmen,  viz.  Arnaud  Du  Vignon  and  Francis  Albert,  to  he  bearers  of  this 
letter,  and  alfo  to  be  guides  to  two  Dutchmen  and  two  Englifhmen,  who  promiie 
to  be  with  yon  in  22  days.  I  pray  that,  they  may  be  contented.  I  have  furnilh- 
ed them  with  13  French  crowns,  which  it  is  jult  mould  be  allowed  to  my  wife. 
My  charge  is  otherwife  great  here,  there  being  fo  many  of  my  poor  countrymen 
lo  relieve,  &c.  The  two  men  of  War,  which  come  frpm  hence,  are  the  one  a 
great  Dutch  fquare  Item  fhip  of  about  500  tons,  takes  in  fix  guns  from  hence,  'lo 
that  fhe  will  have  in  ail  38  guns,  <*<:.  the  other  is  a  French  frigate  of  34  guns, 
who  is  the  admiral.  They  take  at  Port-Royal  and  along  the  coaft  all  tne  fmall 
veilels,  fhallops,  boats,  &c.  to  land  their  men.  You  will  do  well  to  prepare  for 
their  reception  a  good  fire  (hip,  and  other  means  neceflary,  according  as  your 
prudence  lhall  direct.— — -I  recommend  rnyfe.li  unto  your  prayers,  and  remain, 
gentlemen,  your  humble  fervant,  J-  Nelson- 

*««  Auguft  27th.  The  (hips  of  v/ar  go  from  hence  in  1  2  or  1  5  days;  their  voyage. 
probably  to  St.  John's  and  Penobfcot  will  coft  them  a  month's  time  more,  fo 
that  you  may  expect  them  in  about  6  or  7  weeks  hence.  After  their  attempt 
upon  your  coaft,  they  are  to  cruife  for  about  a  month,  &c-  fo  that  all  concerned 
in  (hipping  mult  take  care  to  their  affairs.  Let  no  public  talk  be  made  of  this 
letter,  for  by  the  cfcupe  of  iorne  prisoners  the  report  will  come  hither  greatly  to 

my 
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fupport  of  the  charter  were  afraid,  however,  of  being  called 
to  account  for  their  concern  in  this  action.* 

A  long  declaration  was  read  from  the  balcon\  or  gallery 
of  the  town-houfe.  This  is  printed  at  large  in  Neale  and 
other  writers.  There  would  be  room  to  doubt,  whether 
this  declaration  was  not  a  work  of  time,  and  prepared  be- 
forehand, if  it  did  not  appear,  by  the  ftyle  and  language, 
to  have  been  the  performance  of  one  of  the  miniflers  of  the 
town  of  Bofton,  -f  who  had  a  remarkable  talent  for  very 
quick  and  fudden  compofures  ;  befides,  it  was  not  printed 

until 

my  damage  — Excufe  my  broken  manner  of  writing.  T  am  forced  to  do  it  as  I 
can  get  opportunity,  and  that  is  in  my  bedi  becaufe  of  tiie  often  coining  in  and 
out  of  the  man  that  attends  me,  who  once  furprifed  me  and  took  from  me  my 
inkhorn,  but  in  all  things  elfe  I  am  well  treated  :  lb  are  all  the  reft,  according 
as  the  country  aiibrds,  &c." 

The  letters  came  to  Springfield  the  23d  of  September,  and  a  day  or  two  after 
to  Bofton.  The  Frenchmen)  not  long  alter,  by  fome  means  or  other  were  re- 
taken and  carried  to  Canada,  where  they  were  punifhed  as  deferters.  Before 
their  execution  they  confefied  the  whole.  Mr.  Neli'on  was  carried  out  with 
them,  in  expectation  ol  the  fame  fate.  They  were  lhot  before  his  eyes.  He  was 
lent  back  to  prifon,  and  fonn  after  to  France,  but  on  his  pallage  prevailed  with  a 
fellow  paflenger  to  convey  intelligence  of  a  fecorid  delign  of  1  z  men  ot  war  and 
2000  troops,  which  were  eveiy  day  ex  peeled  at  Canada  to  make  a  defcent  upon 
the  Englifh  colonies  from  Pifcataqua  to  Carolina.  He  was  confined  in  France 
in  a  fmall  hole  for  two  years,  without  opportunity  of  feeing  any  pcrl'on  but  a 
1'ervant  who  biought  his  victuals  to  a  grate.  A  gentleman,  who  had  taken  notice 
of  the  perl'on  who  carried  the  victuals  from  day  to  day,  had  the  curiolity  to  in- 
quire what  prifoner  was  there,  and  to  fpeak  to  him  at  the  grate,  and  to  afk  if  he 
could  do  him  any  fervice  Mr.  Nellbn  delired  no  other  favour  than  to  have  a 
letter  lent  to  England,  to  inform  Sir  Purbeck  Temple  of  his  condition  ;  which 
was  done,  and  loon  after  a  demand  was  made  of  his  releafe  or  exchange.  He 
was  then  looked  upon  as  a  perfon  of  fome  importance.  He  was  lent  to  the 
Baftilc,  and  juft  before  the  peace  of  R'yfwick  was  allowed  to  go  to  England  upon 
liis  parole,  and  fecurrty  given  by  a  French  gentleman  for  his  return.  The  peace 
being  concluded,  and  he  intending  10  return,  was  lot  bad  to  do  it  by  King  Wil- 
liam ;  but  to  prevent  any  trouble  to  his  friend,  he  went  contrary  to  order,  and 
furrendered  himfelf.  Being  difcharged,  upon  his  return  to  England  he  was 
brought  into  trouble  there  for  going  back  to  France  contrary  to  the  King's  order, 
but  at  length  returned  to  his  family  after  ten  or  eleven  years  abfence. 

*  Mr.  Danforth,  the  deputy  governor,  writes  to  Plymouth,  Ap.  aoth,  "  Their 
enterprife  herein  was  without  the  privity  of  thofe  who  when  begun  judged  them- 
felves  obliged  to  endeavour  the  prevention  of  bloodlhed.  and  thereupon  did  give 
their  feofe  and  advice  to  the  governor    Sir  Edmund,    as   they  apprenended  very 

neeefiary. 1  yet  fear  what  the  cor.fequences  will  be,  and  heartily  pray  that  m 

bitter  truit  may  fpring  forth  from  this  root.  We  have  need  of  God's  pity  and 
pardon;  and  fome  do  apprehend  it  will  be  wifdom  to  haften  our  addrefs,  to 
thofe  that  are  now  fupreme  in  England,  for  pardon  of  fo  great  an  irruption,  and 
for  a  favourable  fettlement  under  the  fanction  of  royal  authority  :"  and  in  a  let- 
ter to  Increafe  Mather,  July  3o:h:  "  The  ancient  magiitrates  and  elders,  although 
they  hut  ftrenuoufly  advifed  to  further  waiting  for  orders  from  England,  and 
difcou raged  any  attempts  of  that  nature,  fo  far  as  they  had  opportunity,  yet  were 
rhey  now  compelled  to  affift  with  their  prefence  and  counfeis  lor  the  preventing 
of  bloodlhed,  which  had  moil  certainly  been  the  iil'ue  if  prudent  counfeis  had 
not  been  given  to  both  parties," 

'    t  Mr.  Mather. 
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until  feveral  days  after,  and  perhaps  was  corrected  and  en- 
larged. Indeed,  it  fully  appears  from  many  private  letters, 
flill  preferred,  one  of  the  befl  forts  of  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  historical  facts  of  this  nature,  that  none  of  the  magis- 
trates were  privy  to  the  rifing  of  the  people  ;  and,  in  the 
people  themfelves,  it  feems  to  have  been  hidden,  and  with- 
out any  previoufiy  concerted  plan. 

The  next  day,  April  19th,  an  order  was  figned  by  moft 
of  the  perfons  who  fubfcribed  the  advice  to  Sir  Edmund, 
and  alfo  by  V/m.  Johnfon  of  Woburn,  and  James  RufTell 
of  Charleftown,  directed  to  John  Pipon,  commander  of  the 
caftle,  and  accompanied  with  an  order  from  the  late  gov- 
ernor, to  deliver  the  fort  and  (lores  to  Capt.  Fairweather  j 
which  was  complied  with.  The  20th,  the  tumult  being 
abated,  the  new  council  began  to  confider  what  form  of 
government  they  fliculd  eftablilh  in  the  room  of  that  which 
was  difiblved.  They  firft  invited  divers  other  perfons  to 
join  with  them,  who  were  required  to  fign  an  approbation 
of  the  advice  given  to  Sir  Edmund  ;  and,  being  thus 
Strengthened,  they  took  the  title  of  "  A  council  for  the 
fafety  of  the  people  and  confervation  of  the  peace."  Thofe 
who  thus  afTociated  with  the  firft  mentioned,  were  James 
RufTell,  John  Phillips,  Perm  Townfend,  Jofcph  Lynde, 
John  JoylifFe,  Eliakim  Hutehinlon,  Nath.  Oliver,  John 
Eyre,  Jeremiah  Dummer,  Will.  Johnfon,  John  Hawthorne, 
Andrew  Belcher,  Richard  Sprague,  James  Parker,  Dudley 
,Brad(treet,  Nath,  Saltonftail,  Richard  Dummer,  Robert 
Pike,  John  Smith,  Edmund  Quincy,  William  Bond,  and 
Daniel  Pierce.  They  chofe  Mr.  Bradftreet  their  prefident, 
Ifaac  Addington  clerk  of  the  council,  and  Wait  Winthrop 
commander  in  chief  of  the  militia,  and  appointed  officers 
in  the  feveral  ports  for  entering  and  clearing  veflels,  and 
John  Fofter  and  Adam  Winthrop,  two  of  their  number 
Howards  or  treafurers. 

They  continued  to  pafs  orders,  from  time  to  time,  for 
the  regulation  of  the  inhabitants,  but  the  authority  was 
weak,  and  there  was  a  neceffity  of  a  further  fettlement, 
They  were  careful  to  avoid  reaffuming  their  charter.  Be- 
fides  the  exceptions  that  might  be  taken  whilfl  the  decree 
againft  it  flood  in  full  force,  there  were  many  who  were 

defirous 
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defirous  of  a  fettlement  from  England,  fenfible  of  the  de- 
feats in  the  charter  ;  and  when  the  governor  and  affembly 
afterwards  addrefTed  for  the  reftitution  of  it,  they  deiired 
fuch  further  privileges  as  were  necefiary.  They  had,  no 
doubt,  received  advice  of  the  convention  called  by  the 
•  Prince  of  Orange  ;  and,  in  imitation  of  it,  on  the  lecond 
of  May,  they  recommended  to  the  feveral  towns  in  the 
colony  to  meet,  and  depute  perfons,  not  exceeding  two  for 
each  town,  except  Bofton  four,  to  form  an  aflembly,  to  fit 
the  ninth  of  the  fame  month.  Sixty-fix  perfons  met,  and 
prefented  a  declaration  to  the  prefident  and  former  magis- 
trates in  particular,*  taking  no  notice  of  fuch  as  had  aifo- 
ciated  with  them  ;  but  upon  receiving  an  anfwer  in  writing, 
they  defired  the  whole  council  to  continue  in  their  ftation 
until  the  2 2d  inftant  ;  at  which  time  it  was  agreed  there 
mould  be  a  meeting  of  the  reprefentatives  of  all  the  towns 
in  the  colony,  at  Bofton,  who  were  to  be  fpecially  inftrucled 
by  their  towns.  Letters  had  been  fent  to  Plymouth  and 
to  Connecticut, -j*  to  acquaint  the  principal  gentlemen  there 
with  what  had  been  done  at  Bofton.  Both  thofe  colonies 
were  content  the  governor  mould  be  confined  at  Bofton, 

and 

*  They  declare  the  governor,  deputy  governor  and  afliftanfs,  chofen  and  fworn 
in  1686,  according  lo  charter  rights,  and  the  deputies  then  lent  by  the  freemen 
of  the  feveral  towns,    to  be  the  government  now  fettled  in  the  colony.     Rect/rds: 

I  Plymouth  imitated  Mallachufetts  in  fceuiing  one  of  the  council  who  was 
within  that  colony,  as  appears  by  the  following  declaration. 

A  declaration  of  fundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  Plymouth,  Ap.  iz,  1689-. 
M  Whereas  we  have  not  only  juft  ground  to  fufpeil,  but  are  weli  afi'ured,  that 
Nath.  Clark  huth  been  a  real  enemy  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  this  people, 
and  hath,  by  lying  and  fa  lie  information  to  the  late  governor,  caufed  much 
trouble  and  damage  to  this  place,  endeavouring  to  deprive  us  of  our  lands  and 
expofing  us  to  the  unjuft  feverity  of  perfons  ill  afieded  to  us,  whereby  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  our  eftates  is  unrighteoufly  extorted  from  us,  to  the  great  preju- 
dice of  our  families  and  the  lofs  of  many  necefiary  comforts,  and  he  perliiting 
from  time  to  time  in  "his  malicious  forging  complaints  againft  one  or  other  of  us, 
whereby  we  are  in  continual  hazard  of  many  further  great  inconveniences  and 
miichiefs ;  We  do  therefore  feize  upon  his  perfon,  refolving  to  fecure  him  lot 
the  hands  of  juftice  to  deal  with  him  according  to  his  demerit."     A1S. 

Mr.  Treat,  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  gives  this  account  of  their  proceed- 
ings, in  his  letter  to  their  agent,  Jan.  6,  1689.  «*  In  the  beginning  of  May  lait, 
upon  the  amazing  reports  and  tidings  ot  the  revolution  of  the  government  in. 
the  Matlachufetts,  and  feizing  of  the  governor  and  lb  many  of  his  council,  and 
that  part  of  the  country  up  in  arms  before  we  knew  any  thing  of  it,  but  the  news 
did  foon  iiy  like  lightning,  and  foon  after  our  men  in  moft  places  gave  out  that 
they  would  no  longer  obey  us  or  fubmit  to  Sir  Edmund's  government ;  at  thr 
fame  time  tV.e  eaftern  Indians  went  on  in  their  barbarous  cruelties  in  murdering 
our  countrymen  at  the  eaftward,  and  we  had  by  letters  from  New- York  and 
Long-IUand  caution  given  us  of  feveral  picaroons  that  were  on  the  coali  to  alarm 
us  on  the  fea  board;  the  true  and  real  grounds  of  the  procedure  of  tire  colony  ir* 
afluming  'he  government  was?  falus  populi  cit  fuprema  lex." 
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and  both  reaffumed  their  old  form  of  government.  No- 
thing pafled  relative  to  New-Hampihire  or  Rhode-Ifland. 
As  ibon  as  the  news  reached  New- York,  Nicholfon,  the 
lieutenant-governor,  difpatchec!  the  following  letter,  di- 
rected to  Simon  Bradftreet  and  Wait  Winthrop,  Eiq'rs. 
and  others. 

"  New-York,  1689,  ill  May. 
"  Gentlemen, 
"  It  was  an  extraordinary  furprife  to  us  to  hear  of  the 
"  confufions  the  inhabitants  at  Bofton  have  occafioned,  by 
"  taking  that  part  of  the  government  to  themfelves,  and 
"  that  they  have  feized  upon  the  perfon  of  his  excellency 
"  and  feveral  of  the  officers.  We  cannot  imagine  that  any 
"  fuch  actions  can  proceed  from  any  perfon  of  quality 
"  amongft  them,  but  rather  promoted  by  the  rabble, 
"  and  that  for  the  fafety  of  his  excellency's  perlon  thofe 
"  meafures  have  been  taken,  but  hope  and  doubt  not,  be- 
'*  fore  this  time,  the  fury  of  thofe  perfons  may  be  allayed, 
"  and  that  his  excellency  and  the  reft  of  the  officers  may 
"  be  reftored  to  their  former  (rations,  or  at  leaft  have  lib- 
"  erty  to  come  hither.  For  this  part  or  the  government, 
"  we  find  the  people  in  general  inclined  to  peace  and  quiet- 
"  neis,*  and  doubt  not  the  people  will  remain  in  their  du- 

"  ties. 

*  The  inhabitants  of  New- York,  having  never  experienced  anv  great  degree  of 
liberty,  there  would  have  been  no  grounds  of  fears  of  a  revolt,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  example  ot  New-England.  From  their  lit  ft  fubjection  to  England,  ihe 
government  had  been  the  fame  ;  and  the  Dutch  governors  who  preceded  were 
not  lefs  abfoliite  than  the  Engliih.  Upon  the  news  from  Boftuii,  Capt.  Nichol- 
fpn,  tlie  lieut.  governor,  propofed  to  admit  part  of  the  trained  binds  to  watch 
and  ward  by  turns  within  the  fort,  under  their  own  officers  ;  -and  offered  to  apply 
the  money  ariling  from  the  cuftoms  to  the  fortifying  the  city,  and  making  it 
defcnfihle  againft  a  foreign  enemy.  Jacob  LeiCc.,  a  captain  of  the  trained 
bands,  happened  to  have  a  ihip  juft  arrived  with  wines,  the  duties  whereof  would 
have  amounted  to  one  hundred  pounds,  which  he  refufed  to  pay,  "  the  collector 
being  a  papift,  and  there  being  no  legal  authority  to  receive  it."  Soon  after,  he 
excited  the  people  upon  the  eaft  end  of  Long-Ifland  to  march  to  New-York,  in 
order  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  fort,  to  prevent  its  being  delivered  up  to  foreigners. 
When  they  came  within  12  miles  of  the  city,  being  about  80  in  number,  they 
fent  three  of  their  leaders  to  the  lieut.  governor,  who,  having  convened  his 
council,  gave  them  fuch  anfwers  as  induced  them  and  the  reft  of  the  company  to 
return  hone.  A  rumour  was  foon  after  fpread  of  a  defign  to  ma  fiacre  the  inhab- 
itants during  the  public  worfhip  in  the  Dutch  church  upon  a  Sunday.  The 
Friday  before  the  day  for  the  fuppofed  execution,  the  people  role,  andfeemingly 
compelled  Leifler  to  head  them.  One  Hall  went  as  their  leader  to  the  fort.  The 
guard,  confifting  of  the  trained  bands,  readily  admitted  them.  Leifllr  followed, 
and  took  the  command  of  the  men.  This  was  the  3  ill  May.  The  lame  evening 
they  fent  for  the  keys  from  the  lieut.  governor,  who  was  obliged  to  deliver  them. 
The  trained  haad  confifting  of  fix  companies!  the  captain  of  each  company  was 

to 
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ties.  We  do  not  queftion  but  you  will  fend  us  a  fpeedy 
"  anfwer,  the  matter  being  of  fo  great  confequence,  tend- 
"  ing  to  the  peace  and  quietnefs  of  us  all  ;  which  if  you 
"  do,  wc  remain  your  friends  and  fervants, 

Fra.  Nicholfon 
Frederick  Flypfe 
N.  Bayard 
S.  Courtland." 
The  following  anfwer  was  returned. 

"  Boflon,  nth  May,  16S9. 
"  Gentlemen, 
"  In  anfwer  to  yours  of  the-firft  of  May  infant,  giving 
"  an  account  of  your  having  received  the  general  intelli- 
"  gence  of  the  revolution  occurring  here,  exprefiing  your 
"  hopes  that  before  this  time  the  fury  of  the  people  may 
"  be  allayed,  and  that  Sir  Edmund  Andrew  and  the  reft  of 
"  the  officers  may  be  rellored  to  their  former  Rations,  or 
"  at  lead  may  have  liberty  to  come  to  you.  We  perceive 
"  you  have  not  a  particular  account  how  things  are  at  pre- 
"  lent  circumftanced  with  us,  there  being  no  other  form 
"  of  government  than  a  committee  for  fafety  of  the  people 
•'  and  coniervatiop  of  the  peace,  the  foldiers  ftill  continu- 
"  ing  in  arms.  And  the  people  are  fo  well  fatisfied  in  the 
"  juilifiablenefs  of  their  late  action,  that  they  continue 
"  their  fpirit  and  refolution  to  purlue  what  they  have  put 
"  forth  in  their  public  declaration  printed,  which  is  here 
"  inclofed,  as  alio  a  printed  copy  of  the  advice  given  by 
"  ourfelves  and  others  unto  Sir  Edmund,  which  will  Ihew 
"  the  necefiity  of  our  then  interpofing.  And  wc  have  no 
"  other  ftation  than  to  intend  the  common  fafety  and  con- 

"  fcrvation 

to  command  his  day  according  to  their  order.  Whsn  it  came  to  Lcifler's  turn, 
the  3d  ol  June,  he  cauled  an  alarm  ;  and  the  people  being  all  brought  together, 
a  declaration  was  prepared  in  writing,  ready  to  be  ligned,  ♦♦  that  with  their  live* 
and  fortunes  they  would  defend  the  proteftant  religion,  and  keep  the  fort  for 
King  William  and  Qjeen  Mary,  until  their  Majefties'  further  order."  The  peo- 
ple then  chofe  a  committee,  who  aflumed  the  name  of  a  "  committee  of  fafety." 
They  appointed  Leifler  captain  of  the  fort.  The  iieut.  governor  withdrew.  In 
his  abfence  Leifler  takes  upon  him  the  adminiftration,  and  after  fome  time  calls 
himfelt  lieut.  governor,  and  choofes  a  council.  The  province  contiuued  in  great 
confulion,  until  the  arrival  of  governor  Slaughter  with  a  commifiion  from  K.mg 
William  and  Queen  Mary.  Leifler  held  tjie  pofleflion  of  the  fort  againft  the  gov- 
ernor, longer  than  he  could  juftify  himfelf  in  fo  doing.  His  enemies  took  the 
advantage  of  it ;  and  he  was  tried,  condemned  and  executed,  as  a  traitor.  The 
party  rage,  which  was  raifed  on  this  occafion,  was  kept  up  many  years  after  in 
New- York,  and  defcended  to  the  nofterity  of  each  fide. 
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"  fervation  of  the  peace,  and  it  is  not  in  our  power  to 
"  fet  any  perfons  at  liberty  who  are  confined  and  kept  by 
"•the  ibldiers.  This  being  all  the  prefent  anfwer  we  can 
**  make  to  you,  if  accepted,  we  remain, 

"  Gentlemen,  your  friends  and  fervants,  * 
"  To  Capt.  Fran.  Nicholfon,  S.  Bradftreet 

"  Fred.  Phillips,  Nich.  Bayard,  Wait  Winthrop.- 

u  and  Steph.  Cortland,  Efq'rs." 
The  representatives  of  fifty-four  towns  met  at  Bofton,  on 
the  2zd  of  May.*  They  foon  difcovered  a  defire  to  reaf- 
iume  the  charter.  The  major  part  of  the  Council  were 
againft  it.  Two  days  were  fpent  in  difputes.  The  people 
without  doors  were  alfo  much  divided  in  fentiments.  On 
the  24th,  the  governor  and  magiftrates,  chofen  in  1686,. 
figned  a  paper,  declaring  their  acceptance  of  the  care  and 
government  of  the  people,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
charter,  for  the  confervation  of  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the 
people,  until,  by  direction  from  England,  there  be  an  or- 
derly fettlement  of  government,  provided  an  addition  mould 
be  made  of  fit  perfons  to  aflift  them,  as  was  defircd,  and 
that  what  had  been  before  done  be  allowed,  and  the  Rew- 
ards be  reimburfed.  This  they  did  for  the  fatisfaction  of 
the  people,  and  from  the  prefent  neceffity  ;  but  they  did 
not  intend,  nor  would  be  underftood  to  intend,  an  affump- 
tion  of  the  charter  government.  Their  declaration  was 
accepted  by  the  representatives,  notwithstanding  its  being 
qualified  in  the  conclufion  of  it.-f-  The  next  day,  Mr. 
Winthrop,  and  moil  of  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  acted 
as  members  of  the  council,  and  who  had  a  ftrong  party  in- 
favour  of  their  continuing  lb  to  act,  generoufly  quitted  all 
claim  to  it,  in  confidence,  as  they  exprefs  it,  that  the  peo- 
ple will  be  inviolably  preferred  in  their  obedience  to  the 
directions  expected  from  England,  and  that  tlve  perfons  of 
all  the  gentlemen  confined  ihould  be  well  treated  ;  and 
promifed  to  endeavour  to  pacify  the  people,  who  were  difc 
fatisfied  on  their  account,  and  to  promote  the  public  tran- 
quillity, as  far  as  ihould  be  in  their  power.  q-., 

*  Each  town  gave  ihitrii&ions  to  tfieir  members,  whether  to  reafl'ume  or  not- 
Forty  of  the  fiftjr-finir  were  for  reaffumptron  of  the  charter. 

+  By  this  declaration  all  the  gentlemen  who  had  joined  the  governor  and  afiif- 
tants  chofen  in  1 6i6  were  excluded  from  the  new  council. 
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The  2.6th  (being  Sunday)  a  fhip  arrived  from  England, 
with  advice  of  the  proclaiming  King  William  and  Qu^en 
Mary.  This  was  the  mod  joyful  news  ever  received  in 
New-England.  The  fears  of  the  people,  of  any  very  bad 
confequences  from  their  late  actions,  were  now  over.  On 
the  29th  the  proclamation  was  publifhed  in  Bofton,  with 
greater  ceremony  than  had  been  known  ;  the  governor  and 
council,  civil  and  military  officers,  merchants  of  the  town, 
and  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  country,  being 
on  horfeback ;  the  regiment  of  the  town,  and  many  com- 
panies of  horfe  and  foot  from  the  country,  appearing  in 
arms ;  a  grand  entertainment  was  prepared  in  the  town- 
houfe,  and  wine  was  ferved  out  to  the  foldiers. 

The  5th  of  June,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  feveral  towns, 
upon  a  new  choice,  affembled  at  Bofton.  The  council 
immediately  propofed  to  them  to  exhibit  articles  againft 
the  gentlemen  feizcd  by  the  people,  or  elfe  to  confent  to 
-their. enlargement,  upon  (ecurity  given  ;  but  this  was  not 
agreed  to.*  The  next  day,  the  reprefentatives  urged  to 
the  council,  to  take  upon  them  the  part  they  ought  to  bear 
in  the  government,  according  to  the  charter,  until  orders 
fhould  be  received  from  England  ;  and  declared  "  they 
"  could  not  proceed  to  ad  in  any  thing  of  public  con- 
"  cerns,  until  this  was  conceded."  An  acceptance  was 
voted,  this  declaration  being  given  as  the  reafon  of  the  vote. 
By  thefe  ileps  the  change  was  made  frcm  the  unlimited 
power  of  Sir  Edmund  and  four  of  his  council,  to  the  old 
government,  which  had  continued  above  fifty  years  ;  but 
the  weight  and  authority  did  not  return  with  the  form. 
They  were  fcrupulous  of  their  power  themfelves ;  and  made 
an  apology,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  crown,  for  caufmg  certain 
pirates  to  be  executed.  They  found  it  very  difficult  to 
raife  men,  and  continue  them  in  fervice,  for  the  defence  of 
the  province.  Several  contemptuous  pamphlets  againft 
them  were  publifhed  with  impunity.     Thirty  years  before, 

the 

*  Some  days  after,  Sir  Edmund,  by  letter,  demanded  an  immediate  releafe  of 
himl'elf  and  the  other  perfons  concerned  in  government,  or  under  his  charge,  then 
in  cuftody  or  under  reitiaint.  The  27th  June,  the  reprefentatives  relolved,  that 
Mr.  Joieph  Dudley,  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Mr-  Edward  Randolph,  Mr.  John  Pal- 
mer, Mr."  John  Well,  Mr.  James  Graham,  Mr.  George  Farwell,  and  Mr.  James. 
Sherlock,  were  not  bailable,  and  fent  up  fevesaj  he»d»  of  charges  againft  them. 

Vol,  J.  Z 
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the  authors  of  the  like  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  capital 
offence.  And  although  the  firfi  adv  ices,  received  afterwards 
irom  England,  gave  them  fome  grounds  to  expect'  a  re- 
eftabliihment  of  government  in  the  old  form,  yet  thefe  ad- 
vices were  foon  fucceeded  by  others,  which  caufed  them  to 
defpair  of  it.*  Mr.  Mather,  the  agent  in  England,  waited 
the  event  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  his  expedition.  Soon 
after  the  withdraw  of  King  James,  Mr.  Mather  was  intro- 
duced to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  by  Lord  Wharton,  and 
prevented  the  circular  letter  before  mentioned,  for  con- 
firming governor^  being  fent  to  New-England.  The  14th 
of  March,  Lord  Wharton  introduced  him  again  to  the 
King,-]-  when,  after  humbly  congratulating  his  Majefty's 
acceflion,  Mr.  Mather  implored  his  Majefty's  favour  to 
New-England.  The  King  promifed  all  the  favour  in  his 
power,,  but  hinted  what  had  been  irregular  in  their  former 
government.  Whereupon  Mr.  Mather  undertook,  that, 
upon  the  firfl  word,  they  ihould  reform  any  irregularities 
they  ihould  be  advifed  of ;  and  Lord  Wharton  offered  to 
be  their  guarantee.  The  King  then  faid,  that  he  would 
give  orders  that  Sir  Edmund  Andros  ihould  be  removed, 
and  called  to  account  for  his  mal-adminiftration  ;  and  that 
the  King  and  Queen  ihould  be  proclaimed  by  the  former 
magiftrates.  Mr.  Mather  was  a  faithful  agent,  and  was 
unwearied  in  fecuring  friends  for  his  country.  Betides 
feveral  of  the  nobility  and  principal  commoners,  he  had 
engaged  the  whole  body  of  the  diiienting  minifters,  whofe 
weight,  at  that  time,  was  far  from  inconiiderable. 

The  family  of  Afhurft  had  always  been  friendly  to  New- 
England.      The  firfl:  addreiles  after  the  reiteration  were 

fent 

*  "  We  are  far  from  wiillngty  doing  any  thiag  arbitrary)  but  the  long  want  of 
directions  from  England  for  fettlement  of  government  doth  weaken  our  hands." 
Gov.  Bradjireet's  letter  to  Sir  H.  AJhwJ},  OEi.   26,  89. 

"  The  long  delay  of  orders  from  England  referring  to  the  perfons  confined  up- 
on the  revolution,  and  want  of  confirmation  of  the  government,  hath  given  occa- 
sion to  divers  ill  defigning  men,  who  were  taken  off  from  their  employment  and 
ways  of  unjuft  gain,  ftudioully  to  employ  themfelves  in  oppofing  and  undervalu- 
ing authority,  which  hath  emboldened  others  to  thofe  piactices  which  hath  ren- 
dered them  criminals  of  the  higheft  nature,  by  committing  felonies,  piracies  and 
murders,  and  thereby  common  enemies  to  mankind,  and  neceflitatcd  us  to 
draw  the  fword  of  j'tftice  againft  tnem  and  bring  them  to  trial  and  condemnation1, 
and  to  execute  fome  to  deter  others,  &c.  which  we  truft  will  not  beoifenfive  to 
h«  Majefty.     BtedJireetU  lett.  to  Ajburjl,  Jan.  19,  1689-90. 

+  King  William  and  Ctneen  M^ry  were  proclaimed  13th  Feb. 
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lent  to  Mr.  Afhurft,  Mr.  Leveret  and  Mr.  Richard  Hutch- 
infon,  to  be  delivered  to  the  King.  Sir  Henry  Afhurft,  a 
member  of  parliament,  was  more  particularly  engaged  at 
this  time  by  Mr.  Mather,  who  defired  that  he  might  be 
empowered  by  the  colony  to  appear  as  their  agent.  Mr. 
Hampden,  another  member,  alio  (hewed  great  friendihip. 
The  houfe  of  commons  voted  the  taking  away  the  charters 
of  the  plantations  to  be  a  grievance  ;*  and  a  bill  palled  the 
houfe  for  reftoring  charters,  and  the  New-England  charters 
were  exprefsly  mentioned  ;  but  whilft  the  bill  lay  in  the 
houfe  of  Lords,  the  parliament,  fooner  than  expected,  was 
prorogued,  the  King  going  to  Ireland.  The  King,  from 
the  beginning,  difcovered  a  defign  to  referve  the  appoint- 
ment or  the  governor  to  himfclf".  It  was  in  vain,  after 
loiing  this  chance  in  parliament,  to  try  for  the  reiteration 
of  the  old  charter.  A  new  charter,  with  as  many  of  the 
old  privileges  as  could  be  obtained,  was  all  that  could  be 
hoped  for.  In.  the  mean  time,  application  was  made,  for 
exprefs  power  and  authority  to  be  granted  to  the  colony  to 
exercife  government  according  to  the  old  charter,  until  a 
new  could  be  fettled.  This  was  obtained. -}-  At  the  fame 
time  an  order  was  lent,  commanding  the  delivery  of  the 
fails  taken  from  the  Roie  frigate  ;    and  another  order,    for 

Sir 

*  At  a  committee  of  grievances)  martis  50  martii  f  688,  rcfolved  nem.  con.  that  it 
is  the  opinion  or'  this  committee,  that  the  late  profecutions  of  quo  warrantos  a- 
gainft  the  cities,  two  univenities,  the  towns  corporate,  boroughs  and  cinq  ports, 
and  the  plantations,  and  the  judgment  thereupon,  and  the  i'iirrenders  of  charters 
to  the  violation  of  their  ancient  rights,  are  illegal  and  grievances.  15y  the  houfe. 
««  Rel'vilvedi  that  this  houfe  doth  agree  with  the  laid  committee  in  laid  refolve, 
;  hat  ths  late  profecution  of  quo  warrantos  againlt  the  cities,  two  univerlities,  the 
towns  corporate,  boroughs  and  cinq  ports  and  plantations,  and  judgment  there- 
upon, and  the  furrenders  of  charters  to  the  violation  of  their  ancient  rights,  are 
illegal  and  a  grievance.''     MS. 

f  William,  R . 
T  nifty,  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well.  Whereas  we  are  informed  by 
feveral  acfdiefles  from  the  colony  of  the  Mufl'achufetts-bay,  ami  particularly  by 
the  addrefs  coming  to  us  in  the  name  of  the  governor  and  council  and  convention 
of  the  repreleiitatives  of  the  people  of  the  laid  colony,  that  they  had  joyfully  re- 
ceived the  notice  of  our  happy  aceeffion  to  the  throne  of  thelc  kingdoms,  and 
caufed  the  proclamation  thereof  to  be  illued  throughout  the  laid  territory  :  We 
have  therefore  thought  fit  hereby  to  lignify  our  royal  approbation  of  the  fame, 
tad  gratious  acceptance  of  your  readinels  in  performing  that  which  was  necetlary 
on  your  parts  for  the  prefcrvation  ol  the  peace  and  quiet  of  our  laid  colony.  And 
whereas  you  give  us  to  underftand,  that  you  have  taken  upon  you  the  prefeut 
care  of  the  government  until  you  fhould  receive  our  order  therein;  we  do  here- 
by authorize  and  empower  you  to  continue,  in  o-r  name,  your  care  in  the  ad- 

miniitratlon 
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Sir  Edmund  Andres,  and  the  other  perfbhs,  to  be  fent  to 
England.**  Mr.  Mather  intended  to  have  returned  to 
New-England  with  tbefe  orders  ;  but  his  lbn  being  taken 
with  the  imall-pox  at  Deal,  prevented  his  embarking. 
Letters  arrived  in  England,  prefently  after  the  King's  order 
te  the  old  magiltrates,  from  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Mr. 
Dudley,  &c.  complaining  of  their  ufage.  Nicholfon  and 
Ufher  came  to  London  alfb  with  their  complaints  ;  and 
the  Indians  falling  upon  Pifcataqua  about  the  fame  time, 
it  was  imputed  to  the  revolution  in  Maiiachufetts  ;  and 

the 

miniftration  thereof,  and  prefervation  of  the  peace,  until  we  ("hall  have  taken  fuch 
refolutions  and  given  fuch  directions  for  the  more  orderly  fettlement  of  the  faid 
jrovermnent,  as  fhall  moft  conduce  to  our  fervice  and  the  fecurity  and  fatisfaction 
of  our  fubjecls  within  that  our  colony.  And  fo  we  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at 
our  court  in  Whitehall,  the  nth  day  of  Augult,  1 6 1' 9 ,  in  the  firft  yearof  our  reign. 

By  his  Majefty's  command, 
Colony  of  MafTachufetts.  Shrewsbury. 

*   William,  R. 

Whereas  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  knt.  late  governor  of  our  dominion  of  New- 
Engiand,  has  been  feized  by  fome  people  in  Bolton,  and  is  under  clofe  confine- 
jnent  there,  together  with  Edward  Randolph,  ]ohn  Trcfry,  and  divers  other  fub- 
jects,  who  have  humbly  requefted  us  that  they  be  either  fet  at  liberty  or  fent  in 
i'afe  cuftody  into  England  to  ani'wer  before  us  what  might  be  objected  againft; 
them  :  we  do  hereby  will  and  require,  that  the  faid  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Ed- 
ward Randolph,  John  Treiiy,  and  others  our  fubjecls  that  have  been  in  like 
manner  feized  by  the  laid  people  of  Bolton,  and  fhall  be  at  the  receipt  of  thefe 
cur  commands  detained  there  under  confinement!  be  forthwith  fent  on  board  the 
firft  lliip  bound  hither,  to  anfwer  befoie  us  what  may  be  objected  againft 
them  ;  and  that  you  take  care  that  they  be  civilly  ufed  in  their  paffogfts  from 
New-England,  and  fafely  conveyed  to  our  roval  prefence.  Given  at  our  court  at 
Whitehall,  this  50th  day  of  July.  1689,  in  the  full  year  of  our  icign. 

By  his  Majefty's  command,  Nottingham. 

To  fuch  as  for  the  time  being  take  care  for  preferring  the  peace  and  adminif. 
tering  the  laws  in  our  colony  of  the  Mafi'achufetts-bay  in  New- England,  in 
America. 

Of  all  that  were  concerned  in  the  late  government,  Mr.  Dudley  felt  moft  of 
the  people's  refentment.  Opprejjlon  is  lefs  grievous  /rem  a  jlranger  than  one  of  our 
own  country.  Danforth  writes  to  1.  Mather,  ««  Mr.  Dudley  is  in  a  peculiar 
manner  the  object  of  the  people's  difpleafure  ;  even  throughout  all  the  colonies 
where  he  hath  fat  judge,  they  deeeply  refent  his  correfpondence  with  that  wicked 

man  Randolph   for   overturning  the  government. The  governor  and  council, 

though  they  have  done  their  utinoft  to  procure  his  enlargement,  yet  can't  prevail, 
but  the  people  will  have  him  in  the  jail ;  and  when  he  hath  been  by  order  turned 
out,  by  force  and  tumult  they  fetch  him  in,  &c."  Mr.  Dudley  to  C.  Mather, 

June  1  ft,  "I  am  told  that  this  morning  is  the  laft  opportunity  for  rolling  away 
the  ftone  from  the  mouth  of  this  fepulchre,  where  I  am  buried  alive,  in  which  I 
yet  trouble  you  for  your  affiftance"  To  governor  Bradftreet,  Sept.  12th,  "  Af- 
ter twenty  weeks  unaccountable  imprifonment,  and  many  barbarous  ufages  of- 
fered me  therein,  the  laft  feven  weeks  whereof  are  upon  account  of  your  fetters  to 
me,  I  have  now  to  complain-,  that  on  Monday  the  whole  day  1  could  be  allowed 
no  victuals  till  nine  of  the  clock  at  night,  when  the  keeper's  wife  offered  to  kin- 
dle her  own  fire  to  warm  fomething  for  me,  and  the  corporal  exprefsly  com- 
manded the  fire  to  be  put  out. — I  may  be  eafily  oppreffed  to  death — Gcd  will 
hear  them  that  complain  to  him. — I  pray  your  directions  for  your  oppreffed 
kinfman,  "     J.  D.r' 
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the  friends  of  New-England  were  afraid  the  powers  would 
be  recalled,*  and  a  governor  lent  over  without  delay. 

The  letters  did  not  arrive  in  New-England  until  very 
late  in  the  year,  but  came  very  opportunely  to  calm  the 
commotions  which  had  very  much  increafed  there.  Sir 
Edmund,  his  fervant  paving  enticed  the  centinel  to  drink, 
and  then  to  fuller  him  to  be  upon  guard  in  his  ftead, 
efcaped  from  the  caftle,  and  went  to  Rhode-Ifland,  where 
Major  Sanford  flopped  him,  and  fent  him  back  to  the 
caftle  again.-}-  The  firft  opportunity  after  the  arrival  of 
the  King's  order,  he,  with  Mr.  Dudley  and  feverai  others, 
embarked  for  England. £  The  general  court  thought  it 
advifable  to  fend  over  two  of  their  members  to  join  with 
Sir  Henry  Afhurft  and  Mr.  Mather  in  maintaining  their 
charges  againft  their  opprelfors,  as  well  as  in  foliciting  the 
reftoration  of  the  charter,  with  fuch  additional  privileges  as 
fhould  be  thought  proper,  viz.  Eliiha  Cooke  and  Thomas 
Oakes,|J  both  oi  them  afliftants.  Mr.  Cooke  was  a  gen- 
tleman of  good  understanding,  and  had  been  well  educated  ; 
had  always  adhered  itiirly  to  the  old  charter  ;  and  when  all 
the  reft  ot  the  afliftants  declined  reaffuming  it$  he  alone 

was 

*  Nath.  Mather's  letter  to  Increafe  Mather,  &c 

+  Leifler,  at  New-Yoik,  was  greatly  alarmed  with  Sir  Edmund's  efcape.  He 
writes  to  the  Maftachufctts  governor  from  New- York,  Sept.  3d,  "  The  efcape  of 
Sir  Edmundi  snd  liis  arrival  at  Rhode-Iil.tnd,  where  Col-  Dongan  did.  the  fame 
day,  land  fome  of  his  people,  and  himfelf  not  tar  off,  caufed  a  jealoufy  in  us  of  a 
bad  defign.  In  this  interim  of  time  arrived  here  Mr.  |ohn  Emerfon,  John  Lev* 
eret,  William  Brattle,  Thomas  Maccarty,  and  John  Perry,  tiom  the  ferry,  after 
watch  let  in  the  night,  well  armed,  and,  as  reported,  went  into  a  tavern  where 
doors  and  windows  were  fhiu,  a  man  011  horfeback  was  difpatched  port  out  of  the 
town,  made  us  all  believe  them  of  Sir  Edmund's  people,  and  he  himfelf  net 
far  of F.  1  lent  for  the  ftrangers,  of  whom  1  demanded  a  pafs  ;  they  faid  they 
had  one,  but  loft  it  ;  they  knew  no  body  but  Major  Brockholt  and  Capt.  Locker, 
two  known  papifts,  whereby  I  fu  (petted  them  to  be  really  of  Sir  Edmund's  peo- 
ple, and  beat  the  drum.  I  fent  12  foldiers  to  fearch  the  houfe  for  their  port- 
manteaus ;  two  were  brought,  and  owned  to  be  theirs.  I  found  about  40  letter?, 
moft  of  them  directed  to  difapprovers  of  our  actions,  which  caufed  -me  tc  alarm 
the  town,  by  which  alarm  I  got  immediately  about  500  men  courageously  armed ; 
and,  while  the  committee  read  the  letters,  I  fent  out  parties  to  fearch  for  ftrangers, 
and  for  the  men  of  the  houfe  where  they  arrived,  being  petfor.s  who  never  joined 
with  us  to  watch  and  fortify,  nor  armed  in  any  alarm.  The  letters  being  read 
and  nothing  found,  we  fufpedted  that  thofe  of  con fequence  were  co  ie,  and  fo 
remained  upon  our  guard.  In  the  morning  Mr.  Lawrence  perufed  a  h  tter  from 
his  grand-child,  wherein  the  characters  of  the  faid  gentlemen  were  difcovered  ; 
upon  which  (lender  proof,  and  my  charity,  I  ventured  to  releafe  the  faid  gentle- 
men, who  confelled  we  had  juft  caule  to  lufpect  them,  all  things  falling  out  as 
they  did." 

The  four  perfons  firft  named  belonged  to  the  college  at  Cambridge. 

f  The  beginning  of  February. 

J;  Mr.  Oakes  was  uot  chofen  affiftant  until  May,  after  they  embarked. 
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was  in  favour  of  if.*  Mr.  Oakes  was  a  man  of  lefs  con- 
fequence,  but  attached  to  the  fame  fide,  having  been  fome 
time  a  reprefentative  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  not  of  the 
afliftants  when  they  refufed  to  reaffume:  They  were  in- 
fcructed,  among  other  things,  to  folicit  in  parliament,  or 
elfewhere,  the  confirmation  of  their  ancient  charter  and  all 
its  rights  and  privileges,  civil  and  facred  ;  and,  if  there 
fhould  be  opportunity,  to  endeavour  the  obtaining  inch 
farther  privileges  as  might  be  of  benefit  to  the  colony. 
The  agents  difagreed,  and  by  this  means  certain  articles 
intended  again  ft  Sir  Edmund  were  never  figned  by  them.-f1 

He 

*  This  appears  from  the  files  of  the  court. 

'   Mr.  Mather  faid,    tl|at    the    Earl    of   Monmouth  told  him    they  had  cut  the 
throat  of  their  country  in  not  doing  it ;    but  Mr.  Cooke's   excufe    was,    Sir  John 
Somers's  advice,  Which  he  faid  was  atgainft  doing  it.    An  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  Sir  Edmund  and  the  reft,  it  was  dcfigned  Ihould  be  avoided,    and  this  was  the 
reafou  of   Sir  Johri  Somers's  advice  to  Mr.  Cooke.      »«  When  the  agents    fir  ft   ap- 
peared before  the  council,  Sir  Edmund,  Dudley,  Randolph,  &c.  had  notice  to  be 
prelent  alfo,    and  came  prepared  with  a  charge  againft  the  colony,    for    rebellion 
again  ft  lawful  authority,    tor    imprifoning    the    King's    governor,    &c.    Sir  John 
Somers  thereupon   laid,    that  the  agents  were  upon  the  defend ve  part,    and  were 
ready  to  anfwer  any  complaints.      Sir  Robert  Sawyer,    who  had  brought  the  quo 
warranto,    then  declaimed  largely  againft  the  colony  for  thole  deeds  by  which  he 
fupprufed  the  charter  forfeited  ;  but,  in  the  clofe,  to  prevent  an  anfwer,  acknow- 
ledged that  what  he  faid   was  foreign  to  the  prelent  cafe  ;    and  one  of    the  lords 
laid,  let  us  keep  to  the  matter  before  us.      The  agents  were  then  required  to  give 
the  rea fons  of   the   oppotition   to    Sir  Edmund  and  his  authority.      They    began 
■with  his  proclamation,    and  other  endeavours    to    ftifle  the  news  of  the  Prince's 
landing,    and  the  imprifonment  of   the  perfon  who  brought  over  the  declaration. 
Lord  president  (Marquis  of  Carmarthen)  afked,  who  imprifoned  Sir  Edmund  and 
th«  relt.      Sir  [etui  Somers  replied,   the  country,  my  lord,    oppreiled  by  an  arbi- 
trary government,  did  there  as  we  did  here,  role  as  one  man,  took  the  opportunity 
of  ihe  news  of   the  revolution  in  Fngland  to  tree  themlelves    from  the  yoke  they 
were  under.      Lord  prefirient.    You  fay  it  was  the  country  and  the  people  ;    that 
js  no  body  ;   let  us  fee  A  B  and  C,    the    perfons    that    will   make    it    their   cafe. 
Here  is  a  charge  again  ft  the  King's  governor,    but  no  body    has  figned  the  paper. 
Sir  J.  Somers.    My  lord,  we  are  here,    in  behalf  of  the  country,    to  manage  their 
concerns,    and  not  in  the  behalf  of  any  particular  perfons.      One  of  the  agents 
then  whifpered  Sir  John,  that,  if  that  was  a  ftick,  they  would  fign  the  paper  im- 
mediately ;  but  he  replied,  no,  we  are  in  our  way,    and  have  followed  the  direc- 
tion of  the  board,  and  if  they  will  bring  us  off  thus  they  may.      One  of  the  lords 
faid.  I  perceive  the  revolution  was  there  as  it  was  here,    by  the  unanimous  agree- 
ment of  the  people  ;   tor  who  feized  and  imprifoned  the  late  lord  chancellor,  who 
feized  and  imprifoned  the  lord  fuch    and  fuch,    naming  leveial.    and  fecured  the 
j  Miifon  of    Hull?  &c.      I  think  we  underhand  the    matter  well  enough,    ard  fee 
no  realon  why  we  may  not  go  forward  with  the  proof.      Another   loid    lpake   to 
the  lame  purpofe,  and  faid>  the  people  were  to  be  commended  for  what  they  had 
done;    but  lord  prefident  applied  himfeH   to   the  agents,    and  faid,    Gentlemen, 
here  has  been  a  pretty  deal  of  time  (pent  ;     my  lords  will  give  his  Majefty  a  ti  le 
and  impartial  account  of  what  has  been  i.iid  on  both  fides,  and  wait  his  Majelty's 
further  pleahne,    and   you   may    withdraw   for  the  prelent.      The  next  day.    Sir 
Edmund  and  the  reft  were  difcharged  from  any  further  attendance  ;  and  a  report 
being  made  to  his  Majefty    in    council,    the  fame   was  approved*    and  the  matter 
yt AS  ordered  to  be  dif unified  on  both  fides."   (Mr.  Co       .  Thus  the  agents 
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He  obtained,  fome  time  after,  the  government  of  Virginia 
where  he  died.  Mr.  Dudley  was  appointed  chief  juflice 
of  New-York,  and  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1690  was  at 
Bofton,  in  his  way  to  his  poft.  Nicholfon  endeavoured  for 
the  government  of  New- York,  but  had  not  intereft  to 
carry  it,  and  was  appointed  lietit.  governor  of  Virginia  un- 
der Lord  Howard  of  Effingham.* 

The  war  with  the  Indians,  which  began  before  the  rev- 
olution of  government,  continued  all  the  year  after.  Ma- 
dockawando,  fachem  of  the  Penobfcots,  who  came  into 
Pemaquid,  was  fent  to  Bofton,  where  he  arrived  juft  about 
the  time  the  governor  was  confined.  The  authority  treat-, 
ed  him  kindly,  and  fent  him  home  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
wrote  to  St.  Caftine,  and  defired  him  to  ufe  his  influence 
over  the  Indians ;  and  offered  him  fafe  conduct,  if  he  in- 
clined to  come  to  Bofton.  Madockawando  had  prom i fed 
his  intereft  for  redemption  of  the  captives  which  had  been 
taken,  and  for  putting  an  end  to  the  war  ;  but  both  he 
and  Caftine  deceived  the  government,  Madockawando 
proved  a  moft  virulent  enemy. 

The  Indians  of  Penicook,  upon  Merrimack  river,  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year  1689,  profeffing  great  friendfhip  to  Ma- 
jor VVaidron,of  Quochccho,  -{-  were  civilly  treated  by  him; 
and  one  of  their  chiefs  was  lodged  in  his  garrifon.  The 
Indian,  in  the  night,  opened  the  gate  to  a  great  number  of 
Saco  and  Penicook  Indians,  who  lay  hovering  round  ir> 
They  killed  the  Major  and  twenty-two  others,  and  carried 
away  twentv-nine  captives,  and  plundered  and  burnt  the 
neighbouring  houfes.  The  authority  at  Bofton  were  equal- 
ly anxious  lor  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  people  as 
if  they  had  been  within  the  colony,  and  fent  out  forces  for 
their  relief.     Intelligence  arrived,   loon  after,  of  mifchief 

done 

were  diverted  by  their  own  counfel  from  purfuing  their  inftructions,  and  lupport- 
ijng  a  charge  which  had  been  prepared  and  offered  to  the  lords  of  the  council.  It 
was  well  known,  that  it  would  be  molt  agreeable  to  have  no  inquiry  made. 
I.ord  prelident's  own  arbitrary  aclions,  whilft  Earl  of  Danby,  for'which  no  f'atis- 
faction  hid  been  given,  would  have  flared  him  iu  the  face  ;  and  it  would  not 
have  well  confided  with  the  oblivion  intended  for  what  had  palt  at  home,  to 
have  been  very  ihit\  in  inquiring  into  tyranny  in  the  colonies. 

*  He  wrote  to  the  Maflachufetts    authority,    to    inquire    into  the  (late  of  the 
Indian  war,  and  with  an  air  of  boafting  concludes  his  letter,   "  From    him    who 
has  the  honour    to   be   their  Majefties'  lieutenant  governor  and   commander   in 
chief  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  F.  Nicholfon." 
t  In  New- Hampshire. 
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done  in  feveral  parts  of  the  county  of  York,  or  province 
of  Main  ;  and,  on  the  ?2d  of  Augulf,  the  fort  at  Pema- 
quid,  the  command  of  which  (being  garrifoned  by  14  men 
only)  was  given  to  one  Weems,  an  officer  Sir  Edmund 
had  left  there,  was  beGeged  by  the  Indians.  It  was  fo  fitua- 
ted  as  to  be  overlooked  from  a  rock  near  to  it.*  .  From 
thence  the  Indians  galled  the  garrifon  to  fuch  degree,  that 
the  next  day  they  capitulated  upon  terms,  which  were  kept 
with  Indian  faith,  fome  of  the  men  being  butchered,  and 
the  others  carried  captive.  There  were  no  hopes  of  fecu* 
rity  by  fea  or  land,  the  French  from  Quebec  indicating 
the  Indians  and  joining  parties  with  them,  and  the  French 
from  Acadie,'  by  their  i'mall  privateers,  infefting  the  coafta 
and  taking  many  yeflels.  In  the  winter,  therefore,  the 
general  court  were  meditating  an  attempt  both  uponPort- 
Royal  and  Quebec.  Sir  William  Phips-j~  came  to  New- 
England  in  the  fummer  of  1689.  He  was  thought  the 
fjtteft  perfon  for  the  command  of  the  forces.  Eight  fmall 
veffels,  with  (ovm  or  eight  hundred  men,  was  thought  a 
iiimcient  force  for  Port-Royal. 

The  fleet  failed  the  2Sth  of  April,  1690,  and  returned  the 
30th  of  May.  The  fort  at  Port-Royal,  being  in  no  capacity 
to  ftand  a  fiege,   furrendered  with  little  or  no  refinance. 

Sir 

*  Both  Englifh  and  French  have  fell  into  the  like  miftake,  in  the  fituation  of 
feverai  forts,  built  fince  that  time. 

+  Sir  William  Ph:ps  was  a  New-England  man,  born  at  Pemaquid  in  1650, 
where  he  kept  ihecp  until  he  was  18  years  old,  then  was  aa  apprentice  to  a  lhip 
carpenter.  When  he  was  free,  he  let  up  his  trade  and  built  a  Ihip  at  Sheeplcote. 
After  that,  he  followed  the  fea,  and  hearing  of  a  Spaniih  wreck  near  the  Baha- 
mas, he  gave  fuch  an  account  ct  it  in  England,  that  in  1 68 j  he  was  app"inted 
commander  of  one  of  the  King's  frigates,  the  Aigier  Role,  of  18  guns,  and  went 
in  icarch  of  it,  but  failed.  Soon  after,  being  fitted  out  by  the  Duke  of  Albe- 
marle upon  a  fecond  voyage,  ha  was  more  fuccefsful,  and  brought  home  a  treafure 
of  near  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  his  own  fliare  being  about  fixteen  thou- 
fand  pounds  only.  The  King  knighted  him.  Ke  was  loon  after  appointed 
high  lheriff  of  New- England,  which  he  accepted  with  a  view  to  i'erve  his  coun- 
try, under  a  tyrannical  government ;  but  he  could  do  no  fervice,  and  was  in 
England  again  in  i6£8.  King  James,  about  the  time  of  his  abdication,  offered 
him  the.  government  of  New-England.  It  was  not  a  time  to  accept  of  it.  S'tr 
William  had  the  character  of  an  honeft  man.  Kis  education  was  very  low.  He 
w^s  of  a  hafly  temper  ;  and,  leing  a  ftout  man,  he  would  u£e  his  cane  and  hit 
after  he  was  governor.  Some  inttances  of  this  fort  with  a  captain  of  a  man  of 
war  and  a  collector  occafioned  complaints  againft  him  in  England,  which  he  was 
feat  for  to  anfwer,  and  fo  far  juitified  or  excufed  his  paft  conduct,  that  he  was 
returning  to  his  government,  when  he  fell  lick  and  died,  and  was  buried  in  St. 
Mary  Woolnoth  church,  London.  By  a  feiies  of  fortunate  incidents,  rather  than 
by  any  uncommon  talemsf  he  rofe  from  the  iowefl  condition  in  iife-to  be  the  in.i 
man  in  his  country. 
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Sir  William  took  pofTeffion  (as  appears  by  his  journal)  of 
the  whole  Tea  ccaft,  from  Port-Royal  to  Penobfcot  and 
the  New-England  fettlements.  The  plunder  was  thought 
equal  to  the  whole  expenfe.  ,  But  this  was  conjecture. 
The  acquiiition  was  fo  eafy,  that  the  court  were  confirm- 
ed in  the  profecution  of  their  deilgn  upon  Canada.  Ec- 
fides,  the  ravages  began  upon  the  frontiers  by  French  and 
Indians,  as  foon  as  the  fpring  opened,  made  it  appear  more 
neceffary  than  ever.  Cafco  fort,  with  above  100  perfons, 
was  befieged*  and  taken,  whilft  the  forces  were  gone  to 
Port-Royal.  There  was  a  (till  further  inducement ;  they 
hoped  to  recommend  themfelves  to  the  King's  favour,  and 
to  obtain  the  eitablilTiment  of  their  government.  A  fmall 
verTcl  had  been  lent  to  England  exprefs,  the  beginning  of 
April,  with  a  reprefentation  of  the  expofed  ftate  of  the 
colony,  and  the  neceility  of  the  reduction  of  Canada,  and 
praying  tor  a  fupply  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  a  num- 
ber of  the  King's  frigates  to  attack  the  French  by  fea,  whilft 
the  colony  forces  lhould  march  by  land  and  perform  their 
parts. -f     But  their  hands  were  too  full  in  England  to  give 

any 

*  May  17th. 

+  — "  The  confideration  of  the  premifes  hath  put  the  government  here  upon 
fending  a  vetiel  on  purpofe  to  give  their  Majefties  and  moft  honourable  privy 
council  a  true  information  of  the  prefent  condition  of  thefe  their  Majefties  colo- 
nies. Sundry  plantations  eafterly,  in  the  province  of  Maine,  are  utterly  ruinated 
and  depopulated.  The  war  w;is  begun  there  the  fummcr  168S,  and  about  70-3 
foldiers  then  levied  in  this  colony  by  Sir  Edmund  and  lent  thither,  the  charge 
whereof  is  not  yet  defrayed. —  Lilt  fummer  we  had  as  great  a  number,  or  more, 
in  conftant  pay  ;  the  whole  of  the  rates  already  made  amount  to  more  than 
twenty  thoufand  pounds.  This  people  are  now  fo  very  poor,  that  many  profefs 
they  have  not  corn  tor  their  families  ;  and  thofe  to  whom  wages  are  due,  cry, 
that  if  they  have  them  not,  they  and  their  families  muft  ftarve — There  being 
now  wars  between  Holland  and  France,  fome  are  fearful  led  the  Hollander., 
lhould  eSay  the  pollening  themfelves  of  Canada  ;  and  though  it  is  hopeful  they 
may  prove  better  neighbours  than  the  French,  yet,  confidertng  the  damage  that 
will  thereby  be  fultained  by  the  crown  of  England,  in  lofs  of  fiihery,  mailing, 
furs,  &c.  it  were  better  to  expend  two  or  three  thoufand  pounds  for  the  gaining 
that  place,  than  that  the  French,  or  Dwtcn  either,  fhould  have  it. — This  fmall 
veii'el,  coming  upon  this  fole  errand  and  bulinefs,  to  ferve  their  Majefties  intereft, 
muft  not  be  permitted  to  return  empty.  We  have  confidence,  that,  may  their. 
Majefties  have  a  true  information,  they  will  judge  the  prefent  war  made  by  the 
French  and  Indians  upon  their  fubjeds  here,  to  be  more  their  Majefties  concern 
than  their  fubjeds,  and  will  not  iuii'er  them  to  fink  and  perilh  under  fo  heavy  a 
burden,  but  will  order  to  be  lent  out  of  the  King's  ftore  lour  or  live  hundred 
barrels  of  powder,  with  lhot  proportionable,  and  four  or  five  thoufand  fuzees. 
our  guns  being  many  of  them  loft  in  the  war. — You  may  aflure  their  Majeilies 
that  it  will  encourage  their  fubjeds  here,  with  all  alacrity  of  mind,  to  ferve  their 
Majefties  therewith,  for  reducing  the  French  ir»  Canada  to  their  Majefties  obedi= 
ence,  if  their  Majefties  ihall  give  orders  for  a  fuitable  number  of  frigates  to  attack 
them  by  fea.'' — £><-$■  Gov.  D«nfonb'*  letter  to  Sir  H.  AJhurJi^  Atril  i,  1690. 
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any  attention  to  this  propofaL  MafFacrmfetts,  however, 
determined  to  proceed  :  and  Connecticut  and  New-York 
engaged  to  furnifh  a  body  of  men.  Two  thoufand  were 
expected  to  march  by  Lake  Champlainand  attack  Mont- 
real, at  the  fame  time  that  the  forces  by  lea  fhoold  be 
fore  Quebec.  It  was  late  in  the  feafon  to  undertake  this 
great  affair,  but  they  tarried  longer  than  ctherwife  they 
would  have  done,  in  expedr.ati.on  of  the  itcres  they  had  fent 
for  to  England.  None  arriving,  the  9th  of  Auguft  the 
fleet  failed  from  Nantafket.  There  were  between  thirty 
and  forty  veflcls,  great  and  fmall,  the  largeft  ot  44  guns 
and  200  men,  perhaps  not  of  fuperjor  ftrength  to  a  fixth 
rate  man  of  war,  the  whole  number  of  men  about  two  thou- 
fand.  They  did  not  arrive  before  Quebec  until  the  5th 
of  October,  Great  dependence  was  had  upon  a  divilion 
of  the  French  force;  but  it  happened,  moll  unfortunately, 
that  the  forces  deiigned  againtt  Montreal  had  retreated, 
and  the  news  of  it  had  reached  Montreal  before  the  fleet 
arrived  at  Quebec ;  fo  that  Count  Frontenac,  the  French 
general,  was  able  to  employ  the  whole  ftrength  of  Canada 
againft  this  little  army.*     This  muff  have  flruck  a  damp 

upon 

*  When  a  plan  is  thus  formed,  confiding  of  various  parts,  upon  the  due  execu-, 
tion  of  which  the  futcefs  of  the  whole  depends,  it  muft  give  great  pain  to  men, 
who  have  not  loft  all  feeling,  not  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  perform  the  parts 
afligned  them,  and  much  greater  to  have  been  guilty  of  negled  or  unfauhfulnefs. 
It  is  difficult,  at  this  day,  to  afecrtain  the  caufe  of  the  New- York  and  Connecti- 
cut forces  failing.  A  letter  from  Burton  to  London,  Nov.  24,  1690,  fays,  "  That 
the  enemy  had  notice  of  our  coming  very  long  before  we  could  get  at  them  ;  and 
whereas  we  had  laid  in  befoichand  that  the  five  nations  of  the  weftern  Indians, 
with  a  party  of  Englifli  from  Connecticut  and  Aibany,  ihould  by  land  alarm  the 
Trench  quarters  about  Montreal,  it  fell  out  that  when  thefe  were  upon  their 
inarch,  fome  that  therein  ferved  the  French  mterefts,  by  their  wiles  decoyed  them 
into  a  retreat,  that  proved  unlucky  for  us."  The  diffracted  ftate  of  the  govern- 
ment of  New-York,  one  party  determined  to  ruin  the  public  intereft  if  the  other 
had  engaged  in  it,  muft  have  contributed  to  this  difappointment.  Leifler  writes 
in  a  rage  to  governor  Bradftreet,  Kept.  15,  1690,  «'  I  have  ufed  all  arguments  and 
means  noffible  to  reinforce  lor  Canada  ;  but  by  Major  Winthrop's  treachery  and. 
cowardice,  with  the  reft  of  his  tools,  hath  rendered  the  work  altogether  imprac- 
ticable, his' errand  being  fo  far  effected  as  to  leave  us  in  a  weaker  ftate  than  he 
found  us.  Neverthelefs,  we  defpair  not  in  the  leaft  fo  to  maintain  that  poll  that 
it  flial!  defy  him  and  all  his  ail'aiiants  ever  to  dare  attempting  fuch  lewd,  unac- 
countable practices,  in  fuch  a  rebellious  manner,  as  his  keeping  a  garrifon  in 
Livingftcn's  houfe,  porting  centiuels  to  challenge  the  grand  rounds,  and  other 
crimes,  not  only  to  ftop  our  proceedings  to  pafs  the  lake,  but  to  ani'wer  the  am- 
bitious ends  of  the  confederates  muted  therein  to  divert  our  forces  another  way. 
—  Good  .God-!  how  monttrous  is  it,  under  pretence  ot  general  athftance,  to  cover 
their  particular  inteiefts,  and  bring  to  pafs  fuch  treacherous  purpofes  !  Mr.  Liv- 
ingfteibi  that  betrayer  pf  the  province;  and  arch  confederate  with  yourfelves,  being 

willing 
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upon  the  fpirits  of  the  Englifh  forces,  and  they  could  have 
but  little  hopes  of  fucccecling.  Le  Hontan,  a  French 
writer,  fays,  the  general  was  at  Montreal  when  he  heard 
the  news  of  the  fleet's  being  in  the  river  ;  and  that,  if  the 
Englifh  had  made  their  defcent  before  his  arrival  at  Que- 
bec, or  two  days  after,  they  would  have  carried  the  place 
without  fr.riking  a  blow,  there  not  being  200  French  in 
the  city,  which?  lay  open  and  expofed  on  all  hands ;  but 
that  they  loll  three  days  in  confulting,  before  they  came  to 
a  reiolution.  Succefs  is  wifdom  with  mankind  in  general. 
From  the  ill  fuccels  of  this  undertaking,  both  Englifh  and 
French  writers  have  treated  it  with  ridicule  and  peculiar 
contempt.  The  next  morning  after  the  fleet  arrived,  Sir 
William  fent  a  fummons  afhore.  If  it  was  too  pompous, 
the  anfwer  w^as  too  infolent.  The  Englifh  were  called  her- 
etics and  traitors,  and  told,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
revolution,  New- England  and  Canada  would  have  been  all 
one.  The  French  lay,  the  major  who  carried  the  fum- 
mons was  threatened  with  a  gibbet,  and  had  like  to  have. 
fwooncd.  No  notice  is  taken  of  this  in  the  Englifh  jour- 
nals, and  it  is  not  likely  to  be  true.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  land  the  next  day  (the  7th),  but  the  violence  of  the 
wind  prevented.  The  8th  they  landed  all  the  effective 
men,  amounting  to  between  twelve  and  thirteen  hundred.* 
They  were  fired  upon  from  the  woods  by  French  and  In- 
dians, and  marched  in  diforder,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
crofs  Charles  river,  which  lay  between  them  and  the  town. 
Night  overtook  them.  Upon  examining  a  deferter,  he 
gave  them  fuch  an  account  of  the  ftrength  of  the  French, 
as  diicouraged  them  from  advancing  any  further.  The 
Clips  were  drawn  up  the  next  evening  before  the  town 
They  did  little  damage  to  the  enemy,  but  were  much 
fhattered  by  the  cannon,  from  their  batteries.  The  forces 
continued  alhore  until  the  1  ith,  rather  upon  the  defensive, 
when  they  embarked  with  precipitation.  A  council  of  war 
was  called  the  next  day,  and  propofals  were  made  for  an- 
other 

villing  to  have  expofed    us   to   the   remaining   inhabitants  ;    however,    Cod   be 
thanked,  we  had  thofe  tha'  made  early  provifion  againft  thefe  devices,"  &c. 

Thus  Winthrop's  character  leems   to    have  been    made   a    facrifice  to  Leifier's 

vanity  and  madnels. 

*  Le  Hontan    makes   them  three   Civ.c:  that  number,   and  that  they  left  ;cj 
jdead  on  the  fpot. 
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other  attempt,  after  a  few  days  refreshment  for  the  men  ; 
but  tempcftuous  weather  came  on,  which  drove  Come  of 
the  veflels  from  their  anchors,  and  fcattered  the  whole  fleet ; 
and  they  made  the  beft  of  their  way  back  to  Bofton,  where 
Sir  William  arrived  the  19th  of  November.  Some  ot  the 
fleet  were  blown  off  to  the  Weft-Indies,  one  was  loft  upon 
Anticofta,  and  two  or  three  were  wrecked  or  never  heard 
of.  It  appears  by  manufcript  letters,  that  about  two  hun- 
dred men  were  loft  by  the  enemy  and  ficknefs.*  The  fmall 
pox,  which  prevailed  in  Bofton  before  they  failed,  had  got 
into  the  army.  Many  died  of  the  camp  difeafe  after  their 
return,  and  fpread  the  infection  among  the  inhabitants  of 
Bofton.  This  was  a  humbling  ftroke  to  New-England. 
The  return  of  the  New-York  and  Connecticut  forces  was 
the  moft  vifible  caufe  of  the  difappointmenf*  Walley, 
who  had  the  command  of  the  land  forces,  gave  in  a  journal 
of  his  proceedings  to  the  general  court.  His  conduct  was 
cenfured  by  particular  perfons,  but  there  was  no  public 
inquiry. 

The  government  was  utterly  unprepared  for  the  return 
of  the  forces.  They  feem  to  have  prelumed,  not  only  upon 
fuccefs,  but  upon  the  enemy's  treafure  to  bearthe  charge 
of  the  expedition.  The  foldiers  were  upon  the  point  of 
mutiny  for  want  of  their  wages. -|-  It  was  utterly  impracti- 
cable to  raife,  in  a  icw  days,  fuch  a  fum  of  money  as  would 
be  neceffary.  An  act  was  pafled  for  levying  the  fum,  but 
the  men  could  not  ftay  untii  it  Ihould  be  brought  into  the 
treafury.  The  extreme  difficulty  to  which  the  government 
was  thus  reduced  was  the  occafion  of  the  firft  bills  of  credit 
ever  iifued  in  the  colonies,  as  a  fubftitute  in  the  place  of 
money. J  The  debt  was  paid  by  paper  notes,  from  two 
millings  to  ten  pounds  denomination  ;  which  notes  were 
to  be  received  for  payment  of  the  tax  which  was  to  be 

levied, 

*  Sir  Williaii  fays,  in  his  repreientation  to  King  William,  that  he  did  not 
lofe  above  30  men  by  the  enemy. 

+  Anna  tenenti,  omnia  dat,  qui  jufta  negat. 

+  Barbados  was  the  firft  which  followed  the  example.  Mr.  Woodbridge,  a 
New-England  man,  was  the  projector.  Their  bills  fank  fo  low  that  the  iiland 
was  in  confuiion,  and  they  foon  abolilhed  them.  All  the  colonies  upon  the  con- 
tinent, Nova- Scotia  excepted,  have,  firft  or  lalt,  with  very  different  fuccefs,  gone 
into  the  fame  fubftitute.  It  may  be  made  a  query,  whether  the  project  of  a  land 
lank  in  England  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  which  entirely  failed,  was  riot 
?aken  from  this  expedient  of  New-England,. 
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levied,  and  all  other  payments  in  the  treafury.  This  was 
a  new  experiment.  They  had  better  credit  than  King 
James's  leather  money  in  Ireland,  about  the  fame>time. 
But  the  notes  would  not  command  money,  nor  any  com- 
modities at  money  price.  Sir  William  Fhips,  it  is  faid, 
exchanged  a  large  fum,  at  par,  in  order  to  give  them  cre- 
dit. The  foldiers  in  general  were  great  iufferers,  and  could 
get  no  more  than  twelve  or  fourteen  millings  in  the  pound. 
As  the  time  of  payment  of  the  tax  approached,  the  credit 
of  the  notes  was  railed  ;  and  the  government  allowing  five 
per  cent,  to  thpfc  who  paid  their  taxes  in  notes,  they  be-" 
came  better  than  money.  This  was  gain  to  the  pofieflhr, 
but  it  did  not  reftore  to  the  poor  ibldier  what  he  had  loft 
by  the  difcount.*  Sir  William  Phips,  after  a  few  weeks 
tarry  in  Bolton,  embarked  for  England,  to  folicit  an  expe- 
dition from  thence  againll  Canada  ;  the  government,  at 
the  fame  time,  lending  their  humble  addreis  to  their  Ma- 
jefties,  {hewing  the  neceffity  of  it. 

Whilft 

*  The  government,  encourage!  by  the  rcflo.ation  of  credit  to  their  bills,  after- 
wards iflued  others  lor  charge  ol'  government.  They  obtained  good  credit  at 
the  time  of  their  being  illucd-  The  charges  of  government  were  paid  in  this 
manner  from  year  to  year.  Whilft  the  fum  was  fmall,  filver  continued  the  mea- 
fure,  and  bills  continued  their  value.  When  the  charges  of  government  increafed 
after  the  fecond  expedition  to  Canada  in  1711.  the  bills  likevvife  increafed;  and 
in  the  fame  or  greater  proportion  trie  tilver  and  gold  were  fent  ou:  of  the  country. 
There  beinga  cry  of  fcarcity  of  moi*ey  in  1714,  the  government  caufed  5-0*0001. 
to  be  iriued,  and  in  1716,  igo.ocoI.  and  cut  to  the  inhabitants,  to  be  paid  in  at 
a  certain  period,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  pal's  as  money.  Lands  were  mortg'ged 
for  fecurity.  As  foon  as  the  tilver  and  gold  were  gone,  and  trie  bills  weie  the 
fole  inftrument  of  commerce,  pounds  thillings  and  pence  were  altogether  ideal  ; 
for  no  poilible  reafon  could  be  afflgned  why  a  bill  of  twenty  {hillings  mould  bear 
a  certain  proportion  to  any  one  quantity  of  filver  more  than  another :  fums  in 
bills  were  drawing  into  the  trealuiy  from  time  to  time  by  the  taxes  or  payment 
of  the  loans,  but  then  other  fams  were  continually  iffuing  out,  and  all  the  bills 
were  paid  and  received  without  any  diltincYion  either  in  public  or  private  pay- 
ments ;  fo  that,  for  near  forty  years  together,  the  currency  was  in  much  the  fame 
ftate  as  if  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  had  been  ftamped  in  pie^-e^  of 
leather  or  paper  of  various  denominations,  and  declared  to  be  the  money  of  the 
government,  without  any  other  fanction  than  this,  that,  when  there  fhould  be 
taxes  to  pay,  the  treafury  would  receive  this  fort  of  money,  and  that  every 
creditor  lhould  be  obliged  to  receive  it  from  his  debtor.  Can  it  be  fuppoled  that 
fuch  a  medium  could  retain  its  value  ?  In  1702,  6/S  was  equal  to  an  ounce  of 
filver.  1111749,  50/  was  judged  equal  to  an  ounce  of  iilver.  I  law  a  five  (hil- 
ling bill  which  had  been  ifi'ued  in  1690  and  was  remaining  in  i749>  and  was  then 
equal  to  eight  pence  only  in  lawful  money,  and  fo  retained  but  about  one  eighth 
of  its  original  value.  Such  was  the  delulion,  that  not  only  the  bills  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  government  palled  a*  money,  but  they  received  the  hills  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Connecticut*  New-Hamplhire  and  Rhode-Iiland  alio  as  a  currency. 
The  Maflachufetts  bills  palled  alio  in  thofe  governments.  In  1749  bills  of  credit 
were  abolilhed ;  and,  unlefs  the  evils  which  they  occalioned  lhouid  be  forgotten 
the  government;  it  mult  be  prefumed,  will  never  ilTue  any  more. 
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Whilft  the  forces  were  gone  to  Canada,  and  the  event 
uncertain,  the  Indians  pretended  to  be  difpofed  to  peace. 
Major  Pike  and  Major  Hutchinfon,*  two  of  the  sfhftants, 
were  appointed  to  treat  with  them  at  Wells  ;  but  nothing 
was  done.  On  the  29th  of  November,  fix  of  the  chiefs, 
viz.  Edgeremet,  Toqualmot,  Watcmbamet,  Naictumbuit, 
Walombee,  and  John  Hawkins,-}-  brought  in  ten  captives, 
and,  in  behalf  of  the  Penicook,  Winnapiffiauk.ee,  Oflapy, 
Pigwacket,  Amafcoggin,  Pejepfcot,  Kennebeck  Indians, 
and  all  adjacent  places,  within  the  territories  of  thofe  faga- 
mores,  agreed  upon  a  truce  until  the  firft  of  May  enfuing, 
upon  which  day  they  were  to  meet  at  the  houfe  of  Lieute- 
nant Storer,  in  Wells,  and  to  bring  in  all  the  Engliih  cap- 
tives, and  to  fettle  articles  for  a  firm  and  lading  peace. 
This  agreement  was  made  at  Sagadehoc,  with  Capt.  John 
Aiden,  appointed  by  the  governor  and  council  for  that 
purpofe.  In  confequence  of  this  truce,  the  land  enjoyed 
reft  for  the  winter. 

At  the  day  appointed,  Mr.  Danforth,  the  deputy  gov- 
ernor, and  ieveral  others,  with  a  proper  guard,  repaired  to 
Wells ;  but  no  Indians  appeared.  Capt.  Converfe  went 
out,  and  meeting  with  fome  of  them,  they  came  in,  bring- 
ing two  captives  with  them,  and  promifed  in  twenty  days 
to  bring  in  all  the  reft.  The  deputy  governor  returned 
difappointed,  and  a  frefh  fupply  of  3  5  men  were  lent  to 
Storer's  houfe,  where  they  were  fcarcely  arrived,  when,  on 
June  9th,  an  attack  was  made  upon  the  garrifon  by  200 
Indians,  with  Moxus,  a  noted  fachem,  at  their  head  ;  but 
the  fortunate  arrival  of  thefe  recruits  prevented  the  enemy 
from  fucceeding.  Divers  were  killed  at  Berwick,  Exeter 
and  Cape  Nidduck.  A  fmall  army  was  fent  into  the  cr.:: 
ern  country  by  lea,  which  landed  at  Maquoit,  and  marched 
to  Pejepfcot,  but  met  with  none  of  the  enemy.  As  the 
Engliih  were  re-embarking,  they  were  attacked  by  a  great 

body 

*  Grandfon  to  Mrs.  Hutchinfon. 

+  The  laft  received  his  name  from  the  Engliih  i  h-s  Indian  name  not  mention- 
ed. The  others  are  names  of  dignity,  it  being  their  cuftom  when  one  chief  dies 
to  give  the  name  to  his  fucceilbr  in  olHce  though  not  of  his  family.  There  were 
an  Edgeremcnt  and  Narctombuit  at  t.'.e  treaty  of  Falmou^i  in  1749-  Toxus  has 
been  the  name  of  a  Nonidgewock  chief  for  divers  fucceffions  ;  perhaps  trom  the 
lame  caui'e  that  the  Pharaohs  and  Ptolemys  kept  up  Lhoiie  names  in  Egypt — s 
refpeel  lot  them  that  fiift  bore  then:. 
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body  of  Indians,  Their  veffels  were  aground.  Englifh 
and  Indians  kept  firing  all  night.  The  Indians  were,  by 
tills  army,  diverted  from  going  over  to  the  lfles  of  Shoals, 
which  they  intended  to  have  done.  The  frontiers  were 
unmolefted  after  this,  until  the  28th  of  September,  when 
7  people  were  killed  and  taken  at  Berwick  ;  and,  the  next 
day,  between  20  and  yo  at  Sandy-beach  ;  and  in  October, 
a  family  was  destroyed  at  Rowley,  and  another  at  leaver- 
hill.  On  the  25th  of  January  the  town  of  York  was  def- 
ed.  Moft  of  the  houfes  were  unguarded.  A  gun  fired 
by  the  Indians  caufed  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  run  to 
their  doors.  They  found  thcmfelves  furrqunded  with  In- 
dians ;  about  50  of  the  Englifh  were  killed  upon  the  fpot, 
and  near  an  hundred  captivated.  The  miniiler,  Shubael 
Dammer,  who  was  in  great  efteem,  was  (hot  dead,  as  he 
wis  mounting  his  hor'e  at  his  doer,  and  his  wife  and  family 
made  prifouers.  They  fet  fire  to  the  houfes,  tour  fortified 
fes  only  holding  out  againft  them,  viz.  Alcock's,  Pre- 
bles's,  Harman's  and  Norton's.  A  party  of  men  were  lent 
from  P.ortfmo.uth,  but  too  late  to  give  relief. 

Whilft  the  colony  was  thus  diftrefled  within  thernfelves, 
their  enemies  in  England  took  the  advantage  of  their  dif- 
treiies,  and  ufed  them  as  an  argument  againft  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  charter,  imputing  all  to  the  bad  adminiftration 
of  government.  The  difference  between  their  agents  alio 
increafed.  Mr.  Wilvvall,  a  minifter  of  Plymouth  colony, 
a  gentleman  of  piety  and  learning,  was  in  Bofton  when  Mr. 
Cooke  and  Oakes  were  about  to  embark,  and  he  was  delir- 
ed  to  go  with  them.  He  had  no  credentials.  He 
joined  in  politics  with  Mr.  Cooke,  rather  than  with  Mr. 
Mather.  The  people  of  Plymouth  were  extremely  defir- 
ous  of  continuing  a  feparate  government ;  but  if  that  could 
not  be  obtained,  they  chofe  to  be  annexed  to  Maflachu- 
fetts  rather  than  New- York.  When  Mr.  Slaughter  was 
appointed  governor  of  New- York,  Plymouth  was  put  into 
his  commiffion ;  but  by  the  indultry  and  difcreet  application 
oi  Mr.  Mather,  the  commifiion  was  altered.*      An  order, 

.  /  after 

*  Connecticut,    to  remove  all  exception,    obtained  the  opinion   of  three  great 
lawyers  upon  the  cafe  of  that  colony,  which  was  as  follows  : 
**  The  corpoution   of  Connecticut  colony  in  New-»Engknd  not  hiving  under 

their 
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after  this,  was  ifTued  to  the  lords  chief  juftices,  Holt  and 
Pollexfen,  and  the  attorney  and  folicitor  genera!,*  to  draw 
up  a  new  charter  for  Maifachuietts,  and  Plymouth  was  in- 
cluded in  it.  When  Mr.  Wifwall  underflood  this,  he  op- 
pofed  it,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a  feparaie  grant.  This  of- 
fended the  folicitor  general,  and  he  flruck  oat  Plymouth, 
and  it  was  again  intended  they  mould  be  annexed  to  New- 
York.  When  this  news  reached  the  colony  of  Plymouth, 
many  people  were  alarmed  ;-yet  their  general  court  pcrf.fc- 
ed  in  defiling  Sir  Henry  Athurft,  their  agent,  to  apply  for 
a  feparate  charter,  without  fignifying  that  they  chofe  to  be 
joined  to  MafTachufetts  rather  than  to  New-York  ;  nor 
could  they  raife  any  money,  the  people  about  Briftol,  Dart- 
mouth, &c.  pretending  that  there  was  no  hopes  of  any 
charter -for  them,  nor  Maflachufetts  neither.  The  fenti- 
ments  of  many  of  the  bed:  men  in  the  colony  were  known 
to  Mr.  Mather ;  otherwife,  it  is  not  improbable,  Plymouth 

would 

their  public  feal  furrendcred  their  charter,  and  there  being  no  furrender  upoa 
lecordi  only,  when  it  was  propofed  to  tliem  by  the  late  King  James  that  they 
ihould  take  their  choice  whether  they  would  be  under  ilie  governor  of  New- York 
or  of  Bofton,  they  Humbly  prayed  that  they  might  ftiii  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
chooilng  their  own  governor  according  to  their  charter,  but,  if  the  King  was  re« 
iolved  otherwife,  they  faid  they  had  rather  be  under  Bolton  than  under  New- 
York.  After  which  Sir  Edmund  Andros  did,  by  acommiffion  from  the  late  King 
James,  invade  the  liberty  of  the  people  in  that  colony,  and  exercife  a  government 
over  them  contrary  to  their  charter,  which  they  molt  unwillingly  funmitted  to. 
But  fince  the  late  happy  revolution  in  England,  the  people  of  Connecticut  have 
chofen  a  governor  and  afliftantc  according  to  their  charter,  and  doubt  not  but  that 
they  have  a  legal  right  to  th  ;  rivileges. 

Qu.  Whether  the  charter  belonging  to  Connecticut  in  New- England  is,  by  means 
of  their  involuntarv  fubmitfion  to  Sir  Edmund  Andros's  government,  void  in  law, 
fo  as  that  the  King  may  fend  a  governor  to  them  contrary  to  their  charter  privi- 
leges, when  there  has  been  no  judgment  entered  againft  their  charter,  nor  any 
funender  thereof  upon  record  ? 

I  am  of  opinion  that  fuch  fubmiflion  as  is  put  in  this  cafe  doth  not  invalidate 
the  charter,  or  any  of  the  powers  therein,  which  were  granted  under  the  great 
fcal  ;  and  that  the  charter,  not  being  furrendered  under  the  common  leal,  and 
that  furrender  duly  enrolled  of  record,  nor  any  judgment  entered  of  record  againft 
it,  the  fame  remains  good  and  valid  in  law,  and  that  the  corporation  may  lawfully 
execute  the  powers  and  privileges  thereby  granted,  notwithstanding  fuch  fubmif- 
fion  and  appointment  of  a  governor  as  aforcfaid.     ad  Aug.  1690.     Edw.  Ward. 

I  am  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  as  this  matter  is  ltated,  there  is  no  ground  of 
doubt.  Ceo.  Tr  eby. 

1  am  of  the  fame  opinion.  J.  Som  e  r  s." 

The  proceedings  againft  Rhode-lfland  having  been  very  near  the  fame  with 
thole  againft  Connecticut,  the  fame  opinion  would  ferve  to  juftify  them  in  re- 
afluming  their  charter.  The  refufnl  of  the  Maflachufetts  houle  of  deputies  to  com- 
ply with  the  demands  of  an  arbitrary  prince,  and  to  make  the  like  fubmiflion 
which  the  other  two  colonies  had  done,  caufed  a  judgment  againft  their  charter  ■ 
and  however  equitable  a  re-ailumption  might  have  been,  yet  they  were  barred 
from  a  lawful  claim  to  it. 

*  Treby  and  So.mers. 
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would  finally  have  been  included  in  New- York  commif- 
fion,  although  near  three  hundred  miles  diflant.* 

When  Mr.  Mather  found  it  impoffibie  to  obtain  the 
refVitution  of  the  old  charter,  his  next  care  was  to  preferve 
as  many  of  the  privileges  contained  in  it  as  he  could.  Sir 
Henry  Afliuril  joined  with  him  in  all  his  meafures.  Mr. 
Cooke  was  for  the  old  charter,  or  none  at  all.  Mr.  Oakes, 
the  other  agent,  joined  with  Mr.  Cooke.-}-  It  was  doubtful 
whether  they  had  authority,  by  their  inftrudions,  to  folicit 
for  any  other.  In  the  firft  draught  of  a  new  charter,  the 
governor  only  was  referved  to  the  King  ;  the  deputy  gov- 
ernor, and  council,  and  other  officers,  were  to  be  chofen 
by  the  people  j  and  the  governor  had  no  negative  in  any 
cafe.  This  draught  was  made  by  the  attorney  general, 
according  to  what  he  took  to  be  the  King's  mind,  as  ex-, 
prefled  in  council..  It  was  prefented  at  the  council  board 
the  8th  of  June,  169 1  ^  when  it  was  objected,  that,   "  by 

fuch 

*  Your  ferwee  in  keeping  us  from  New- York,  and  all  other  intimations  for  the 
good  of  this  colony,  is  thankfully  received  ;  and  it  would  h»ve  been  well  pleating 
to  myfelf  and  fundry  others  of  the  molt  thinking  men,  who  are  defirous  of  fup- 
porting  the  miniftry  and  fchools  of  learning,  to  have  been  annexed  to  Bofton  ;  yet 
the  greateft  part  of  the  people,  and  of  our  deputies,  are  moll  defirous  of  obtaining 
a  charter  for  themfelves  if  pofiible  to  be  procured,  though,  lb  far  as  I  can  difcern, 
they  had  much  rather  be  annexed  to  Maffachufetts  than  to  New- York,  yet  are  not 
willing  to  have  it  mentioned,  left  it  Ihould  divert  any  endeavours  for  obtaining  a 

diltinct  charter  for  themfelves. It  was  voted  that  two  hundred  pounds  mould 

be  raifed  by  a  voluntary  contribution.  On  trial  made,  though  lome  particular 
men  and  towns  did  contribute  liberally,  yet  others,  by  rcafon  of  the  great  charges 
of  the  war,  and  partly  being  dilcouraged  by  fomc  leading  men  telling  them  that 
they  would  but  throw  away  their  money,  that  they  would  never  be  like  to  obtain 
a  charter,  nor  you  neither  tor  Maffachufetts,  thereby  the  fum  propofed  fell  conli- 
derably  Ihort ;   and  by  the  court's  order,  the  whole  fum  not  being  raifec!,  none  was 

to  be  lent. Not  being  in  a  capacity  to  make  rates  for  the  equal  defraying  the 

charge,  I  fee  little  or  no  likelihood  of  obtaining  a  charter  for  us,  uniefs  their  Ma- 
jellies  out  of  their  royal  bounty  and  clemency  gracioully  pleafe  to  grant  it  fub 
f-yrma  pauperis  to  their  poor  but  loyal  fubjects  of  this  colony.  J.  Hinkley  to  Mu~ 
i/jt-r,  OEiSb.  16,  1691.     The  charter  was  complete  before  this  letter  could  arrive. 

+  Mr.  Oakes,  however,  f:gned  the  petition  for  a  new  charter,  although  Mr. 
Cooke  refuled. 

X  Whilft  the  Maflachufetts  agents  were  foliciting  a  charter  for  that  colony,  a 
project  was  fet  on  foot  by  Dodor  Cox  for  forming  a  grand  colony  or  ftate  more 
extenfive  than  all  the  other  colonies  together.  The  original  draught  of  a  charter 
has  this  entry  upon  it :  "  In  the  council  chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  zzd  of  Augvil, 
1690.  The  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  committee  for  trade  and  foreign  plan- 
tations are  pieafed  10  refer  the  eonfideration  of  this  draught  of  a  grant,  to  Mr. 
Attorney  General,  who  is  defired  to  consider  how  far  the  fame  is  confuting 
with  law,  and  to  report  his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  committee,  William  Blaith- 
wait."  The  report  of  the  attorney  general  runs  thus  :  '«  May  it  pleafe  your  lord- 
ihips,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  reference,  \  Lave  peiui'cd  :his  draught,  and  I 

conceive 

Vol.  L  h  a 
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fuch  a  charter  as  this,  the  K i rig's  governor  would  be  made 
a  governor  of  clouts  ;"*  and  an  order  paffed  for  preparing 
the  heads  of  another  draught.  When  they  were  prepared, 
a  cop}'  was  given  to  Mr.  Mather,  with  an  order  from  their 
Lordfhips,  that  "  if  the  agents  were  not  fatisfied  therewith, 
they  fhould  bring  in  their  objections  to  the  attorney  gen- 
eral." Mr.  Mather  was  fo  diflfatisfted,  that  he  declared  he 
would  fooner  part  with  his  life  than  confent  to  them.  He 
was  told,  "  the  confent  of  the  agents  was  not  defired  ;  the 
agents  ot  New-England  were  not  plenipotentiaries  from  a 
Sovereign  ftate  ;  if  they  declared  they  would  not  fubmit  to 
the  Kjing's  pleafure,  his  Majefty  would  fettle  the  coun- 
try, and  they  might  take  what  would  follow."  Sir  Henry 
Aihurft,  with  Mr.  Mather,  drew  up,  notwithstanding,  their 

objections 

conceive  their  Majefties  may  erccl  fuch  a  corporation  (as  is  here  purported)  and 
enable  them  to  purchafe  Juch  lands,  and  exercife  government  in  the  fame.  Put 
the  claufe  of  confiscating  the  (hips  and  goods  of  their  Majefties'  fubjecls  who  (liall 
trade  to  fuch  place  without  the  company's  pcrmiffion  will  not  be  good  in  law. 
Alfo  fonie  claufes,  particularly  about  the  oaths  and  courts  and  officers,  need  be 
more  clearly  and  intelligibly  penned.     Ceo.  Trehy.   Aug.  25th,  if.90  " 

By  this  charter,  certain  per  foils  were  to  be  made  a  corporation,  capable  in  law 
to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  Sec.  and  to  acquire  and  purchafe  lands,  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  feveral  natives  and  other  inhabitants  ot  that  part  of  the  continent 
of  America  lying  and  being  in  breadth  from  36  a  degrees  of  north  latitude,  which 
is  the  northerly  bounds  of  Carolina,  to  46  g  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  in 
length  fr<am  the  pacific  ocean,  otherwife  called  the  fouth  fea,  unto  the  wefterly 
bounds  of  the  Englifh  colonies  of  New-  York,  Xew-Jeifey,  Pennfylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  the  heads  of  the  great  rivers,  in  a  certain  ridge  of  mountains,  feparating 
the  colony  of  Virginia  from  the  reft  of  the  continent,  which  runs  into  the  bay  of 
Chefapeak  and  from  thence  into  the  atlantic  ocean,  together  with  all  ifiands, 
lakes,  quarries,  mines,  Sec.  and  all  appurtenances  whatsoever,  to  hold,  ufc,  and 
to  give,  grant  and  difpofe  of  the  fame  in  as  ample  manner  as  any  other  corporation 
within  the  realm  of  England  might  or  could  do. 

The  governor,  deputy  governor  and  afiiftants  were  to  be  annually  chofen  by 
the  company  in  England. 

They  had  power  to  caufe  to  be  traiifported,  fubjecls  and  ftrangers  ;  alfo,  goods, 
chattels  and  merchandize. 

None  were  to  inhabit  or  dwell  within  the  bounds  of  the  patent,  or  to  trade 
with  the  natives,  without  leave  of  the  corporation. 

All  who  Ihould  go  thither,  or  be  born  there,  to  have  the  liberty  of_  free  and 
natural  born  fubjecls. 

Power  to  eftaolifh  provinces,  counties,  cities,  towns,  diftricls  and  jurifdidtionsj 
as  Ihould  be  thougjit  fit. 

Under  their  common  leal  in  the  King's  name  to  appoint  judges,  juftices,  (her- 
iffs,  conftables,  and  all  other  oiricers  civil  and  military. 

Ky  fuch  commanders,  governors  and  officers  as  Ihould  be  appointed  by  the 
corporation,  to  erect  forts,  Sec.  to  aflcmble  and  put  in  warlike  poflure  the  inhab- 
itants, and  to  encounter  by  fea  and  land  all  perfons  invading,  annoying,  Sec. 

A  general  court  eftablilhed,    each  city  or  borough   to  fend  two  members,    with 
power  to  make  laws,  Sec  for  the  royal  approbation,  to  raife  taxes  for  the  fuppc: 
and  defence  of  the  colony. 

Tree  liberty  of  conference  to  all  the  inhabitants. 

*  Mather'a  Narrative. 
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dbje&ions  againf!  the  minutes,  infilling  upon  the  King's 
promife,  and  that  charters  might  as  well  be  refufed  to  be 
reftored  to  any  of  the  Corporations  in  England,  where  they 
had  been  taken  away,  as  to  New-England.*  Ttie  objec- 
tions were  preiented  to  the  attorney  general,  and  laid  be- 
fore 

*  Mr.  Hampden,  upon  this  occafion,  defired  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hooke,  a 
counsellor  of  note,  which  he  gave  as  follows  : 

"  There    are    two    parties    which    folicit    the   affairs    of   New-England  : 

1.  Thofe  who  labour  for  an  union  of  the  whole  territory  under  a  captain- 
general,  who  ihould  govern  by  commiffion  from  the  King,  without  any  refpedt  td 
former  charters. 

Again  ft  this  party  it  is  juftly  objected*  that  a  people,  who  fome  years  fince  left 
their  native  country  for  the  fake  of  their  confeiences,  and  adventured  to  inhabit 
a  wildernefs  which  had  juft  before  been  fwept  of  its  inhabitants  by  a  dreadful 
plague  ;  who  had  added  fo  many  of  the  heathen  to  the  inheritance  of  our  blefled 
Saviour,  which  no  other  tiriftian  planters  have  dene ;  who  have  added  fo  great 
a  territory  to  the  Engiifi,  empire,  and  are  fo  ufeful  to  all  other  Englifh  planta- 
tions ;  who,  rather  than  break  with  England,  fubmitted  to  the  Turkifh  commit- 
fion  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros;  and  who  have  maintained  civility  beyond  any  other 
people  on  earth  ;  1  fay,  that  fuch  a  peopie  ihould  have  their  whole  conftituti«n 
overturned  by  a  new  fort  of  government,  would  be  hard  and  unrealbnable  ;  that 
for  the  prefent  government  to  do  all  this,  by  talcing  advantage  of  the  arbitrary 
and  juftly  exploded  proceeding-  of  the  laft  leign,  would  be  Scandalous  and  dif- 
honourable. 

2.  The  other  party  labour  to  have  the  feveral  charters  of  the  respective  colonies 
reftored. 

Againft  then:  it  is  i.iRly  objected,  that  a  bare  reft  oration  of  their  charters,  and 
efpecially  of  the  MailachuSeits,  would  be  of  no  lervicc  at  alt,  as  appears  both 
from  the  charter  itfelf  ana  ilie  practice  of  that  colonyi  who  have  hardly  purfued 
the  terms  thereof  in  any  one  inftanee  ;  which  hath  given  colour  to  evil-minded 
men  to  give  them  disturbance. 

tit.  As  to  the  charter  itfelf,  that  colony,  Should  they  have  their  charter,  would, 
want, 

i.   Puwer  tc  .rail  *  parliament,   or  Select  aftembly  ;    for  there,   many  thoufand 
.    "iien  havej  thereby,  an  equal  right  to  fit  in  their  gene;-;  afl'embly. 

Power  to  lay  taxes  atic  raife  money,   efpecially  on  inhabitants  not  being  of 
■     company,  and  ftrangers  coming  to  or  trading  thither. 

■•     They  have  not  any  admiralty. 

<*■    Nor  have  they  power  to  keep  a  ptcrogative  court,  prove  wills,  S.c 

<,    Nor  to  erect  courts  of  judicature,  efpecially  chancery  courts. 

ad.   The  deficiency  of  their  charter  appears  from  their  practice,    wherein  they 
have  not  had  any  refpee)  theielo;  but,  having  ufed  the  aforefaid  powers  v 
any  grant,    they  have  exercifed  their  charter  powers  alfo  otherwise  than  the  chai 
ter  directed. 

t.  They  have  made  laws  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England. 

z.  Their  laws  have  not  been  under  their  feal. 

?     They  have  not  ufed  their  name  of  incorporation. 

a.    They  have  not  uied  th^ir  Seal  in  their  giants. 

5     They  have  not  kep?  their  general  cou.ts  ;  nor, 

o.   Have  they  obferved  the  number  of  afllftants  appointed  hr  the  charter. 

A  middle  way,  therefore,  Seems  moft  deiira&Ie,  viz.  that  rieW  charters  be  grant- 
.'  :o  the  refpectivc  colonies,  wherein  the  former  to  he  recited,  and  the  proceed- 
ings againft  them  refpeftively,  and  a  new  g'ant  made,  in  terminis,  by  the  words 
grant  and  confirm  ;  and.  reciting  the  deficiency  in  the  former  charter,  all  the  e' 
powers  may  be  vetted  in  the  government  of  the  Mafiachufetts  for  the  time  being : 
and  the  colonies  which  have  ;jo  charters  to  b:-  annexed  to  the  Mafia  • 
soiany,    I 

A  a  % 
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fore  the  council,  and  a  copy  fent  to  the  King  in  Flanders ; 
but  all  had  no  effect.  The  King  approved  of  the  minutes, 
and  diilikcd  the  objections  made  to  them  j  and  the  char- 
ter was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Blaithwait,*  according  to  them. 
The  only  quelYion  with  the  agents  was,  whether  to  fubmit 
to  this  new  fettlement,  or  to  fignify  to  the  minifters  of  ftate 
that  they  bad  rather  have  no  charier  at  all.  Mr  Cooke 
continued  firm  to  his  firft  principles;  and  as  he  would 
never  take  any  one  flep  towards  obtaining  the  charter,  fo 
he  utterly  refuted  to  accept  of  it,  when  granted  j  and  he 
endeavoured  to  prevent  the  colony  from  accepting  it  alio.-f  ■ 
Mr.  Wiiwall's  principles  and  conduct  were  the  fame  with 
Mr.  Cooke's,  and  he  endeavoured  to  prejudice  the  colony 
of  Plymouth  againft  the  charter,  as  the  other  did  that  of 

Maflachufetts. 

*  The  charter  has  been  faid  to  havg  been  drawn  up  by  Sir  John  Somers;  a 
niiftake,  from  his  having  diawn  the  firft,  which  was  refilled  :  others  faicl  it  was 
done  by  Mr.  Locke.  Theft  are  fo  many  inaccuracies  as  are  not  to  be  accounted 
for,  if  done  by  either  of  thole  great  men.  It  is  more  probable  they  lhould  come 
from  Mr,  Blaithwait. 

.      +  London(  Nov.  4,  1691. 

Hon.  Sirr 
The  foregoing  went  by  Cant.  Blower  ;  foon  after  which,  Mr.  Blathvvait  pre- 
pared the  draught  of  the  charter  which  wa>>  agreed  to  by  the  Lords  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  afterwards  by  them  referred  to  the  lords  of  the  council,  and  there  abb 
palled,  fo  as  the  dedimus  was  figned  by  the  lords  of  the  great  feal  O&obev  the 
7th,  tint  lb  the  feal  might  be  affixed  when  they  plcalcd ,  but  a  flop  was  put 
thereto  for  fome  time,  and  it  was  given  out  that  there  would  be  no  further  pro- 
ceeding therein  till  the  King's  return  to  court,  who  was  then  expected  the  hrft 
fair  wind,  which  was  not  till  the  19th  day  ;  but  fome,  being  reftlefs  and  impa- 
tient till  that  matter  was  made  irretrievable,  got  it  to  pala  the  great  feal  about 
two  days  before,  and  the  commiffion  and  inltruciions  for  the  government  were 
then  faid  to  be  alio  prepared*  though  his  Majefty  has  not  yet  declared  who  fhall 
be  the  governor,  and  lieutenant  or  deputy  governor,  and  I  am  informed  thatit 
will  be  a  week  at  ieaft  before  he  will,  there  being  i'eveial  who  now  move  for  it 
belides  Sir  William,  and  it  is  faid  there  are  no  lets  than  twenty  that  lay  in  for 
ti>  :•  government  of  New- York.  1  have  herewith  fent  a  copy  of  the  charter,  which 
in  fome  things  you  will  find  comes  fhort  of  the  minutes,  and  the  province  of 
New- Hampli)ire  left  out;  and  notwithstanding  the  country  of  Nova-Scotia,  Sec* 
is  therein  granted,  yet  an  after  claule  thereby  takes  away  all  the  right  to  the  foil 
to  the  ea  ft  ward  of  Sagadehoc.  Had  any  petition  come  from  New-Hampfhire 
ref peeling  their  delire  to  be  continued  under  the  Maflachufetts,  in  all  probability 
it  had  been  granted  them  ;  but  the  contrary  being  affirmed,  and  that  they  defired 
to  be  diftinct.  gave  the  advantage  to  Mr.  Alien-to  gain  hi*  point,  which  doubtlefi 

will  be  much  to  their  prejudice. When  the  court  fhall  have  the  charter  befote 

them,  they  will  then  fee  how  far  it  anfwers  their  defire  and  expectation,  and 
know  what  they  have  to  truft  to,  whom  I  pray  God  to  direct  for  the  belt.  It 
mud  be  remembered  that  you  have  no  plenipotentiaries  for  you  here,  and  if  any 
thing  laid  or  done  here  by  any  employed  by  you  lhould  be  conftrued  as  obliging 
of  you,  you  know  how  far  you  have  obliged  yourfelves  by  your  commifiions  and 
inftruclions  to  them.  I  hope  you  have  been  careful  not  to  perpetuate  any  public 
revenue,  or  any  officer's  lalary  or  ft:per.df  nor  large  fecsf  &c.  Mr.  Cooke's  letter 
to  Gov.  Brndfireet. 
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MaiTachufetts,*  The  nomination  of  the  officers  referved  to 
the  crown  were  left,  for  the  firft  time,  to  the  agents,  or 
rather  to  Mr.  Mather,  who  was  confidersd  as  inftar  omnium. \ 
Sir  William  Phips  was  the  perfon  recommended  for  gov- 
ernor. He  had  been  chofen  by  the  colony  an  amflant, 
the  year  before,  "and  was  acceptable  to  the  people  in  gene- 
eral.  Mr.  Stoughton  had  been  appointed  deputy  prefident 
by  King  James ;  and  although  he  had  not  recovered  his 
jntereft  fo  far  with  the  people  as  to  obtain  a  vote  for  an  af- 
fillant,  yet  he  flood  well  with  many  perlbns  of  influence,  par- 
ticularly with  Mr.  Mather,  the  fon,  who  wrote  to  his  father 
in  favour  of  him.  J  Mr.  Addington,  the  fecrctary,  was  at 
that  time  fecrctary  to  the  colony.  The  emoluments  of 
that  office  were  fmall,  compared  with  the  duty,  and  fo  he 
was  in  left  danger  of  a  competitor.  The  twenty-eight  coun- 
fellors  were  perfons  of  the  bed  characters  in  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  colonies,  of  which,  by  the  charter,  they  were 
to  be  inhabitants  or  proprietors.     Several  who  had  been  of 

the 

*  — —"  I  do  believe  Plymouth's  -filence,  Humphries'  neglect,  anil  the  rafhnefs 
and  imprudence  of  one  at  leaft  who  went  from  New- England  in  difguifeby  night, 
hath  not  a  little  contributed  to  our  general  disappointment  —  Plymouth,  the 
Mali'achufctts  as  far  weft  as  the  Narraganfet  country  and  northward  3  miles  be- 
yond Merrimack  river,  the  province  of  Maine,  and  the  lands  from  Saijadehoc 
caftward  as  far  as  the  ealfemmoft  extent  of  Acadie  or  Nova-Scotia,  are  ciapt  into 
one  province,  under  fuch  reftridions  as  I  believe  will  not  be  very  acceptable  to 
thofe  inhabitants  who  muft  lofe  their  ancient  names.  There  are  in  the  new 
charter  28  counsellors  (of  which  4  for  Plymouth)  a  governor  and  deputy,  ail 
nominated  by  one  who  acts  as  if  he  were  a  fole  plenipotentiary.  The  governor, 
deputy  and  fecretary  are  to  be  nominated  and  continued  only  durante  bene  placito. 
Sir  W.  P.  hath  one  that  labours  hard  ior  his  advancement. — 1  only  relied  011 
New-England's  condition  under  this  juncture  of  providence,  much  like  that  of 
the  Jews  under  Cyrus  afcending  the  throne  of  their  oppreffor.  At  his  riijt  ap- 
peal ance,  they  were  in  hope  to  rebuild  their  city  and  Janduary,  but  were  deprived 

of  their  expeded    privileges    all    his  days  by  ill-minded  couni'ellors. All  the 

frame  of  heaven  moves  upon  one  axis,  and  the  whole  of  New-England's  intereft 
ieems  defigneii  to  bf  loadeif  on  one  botiom,  and  her  particular  motions  to  be  con- 
centric to  the  Mafiachufetts  tropic.  You  know  who  are  want  to  trot  after  the 
J3ay  horle.  Your  diftance  is  your  advantage,  by  which  you  may  obferve  their 
motions.  Yet  let  me  mind  you  of  that  great  iiatpfman,  Ecclef.  vii.  14.  Few  wife 
men  rejoice  at  their  chains. — Doubtlefs  it  would  be  accounted  hypocrify  before 
God,  and  ground  of  defpair  among  men,  to  fee  any  perfon  receive  and  entertain 
the  prefent  and  undeniable  evidences  of  his  difappointment,  with  the  ufual  telti- 
nionies  and  compliments  attending  the  defire  accomplilhed.  Wifwall  to  Winfe. 
ley,  N<jv.  5,  1691. 

4  «»  Pray  let  me  by  eight  o'clock  have  the  names  you  would  have  for  governor 
deputy  and  afiiftants,  that  I  may  give  them  to  my  lord  prefident, "  &c.  Sir  H. 
jfjbuijl  to  I.  Mather,  Sej>t.  3,  91. 

X  '*  Mr.  Stoughton  is  a  real  friend  to  New- England,  and  willing  to  make  any 
amendment  for  the  mifcarriages  of  the  late  government.  I  wifh  that  you  might 
be  able  to  do  any  thing  to  reltore  him  to  the  favour  of  his  country."  Cation  t& 
lacieafe  Mather. 


J 
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the  afliftants  chofen  hy  the  people,  were  left  out  of  the 
number,  Mr  Cooke  in  particular,  alfo  Thomas  Danforth, 
William  Browne,  William  Johnfon,  John  Smith,  Thomas 
Oakes,  and  Jeremiah  Swaine,  All  theie,  except  Mr. 
Browne,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  too  compliant 
with  Sir  Edmund,  were  rigidly  attached  to  the  old  charter  3 
and  Mr,  Mather  no  doubt  expected  they  would  appear  in 
oppofition  to  the  acceptance  of  the  new  ;  for,  however  ex- 
traordinary it  may  appear,  the  people  of  the  country  were 
far  from  being  unanimous  in  Submitting  to  it,  expecting, 
that,  if  it  mould  be  rcfyfed,  they  might  maintain  their 
right  to  their  old  privileges.  They  thought  it  would  be  a 
lingular  hard  cafe,  that  the  effects  of  the  late  delpotifm. 
mull  be  felt  by  them  alone,  of  all  their  Majefties'  fubjects, 
all  other  charters,  whether  there  had  been  judgments  a- 
gainft  them,  or  whether  there  had  been  a  furrender  only, 
being,  by  one  means  or  other,  reftored.  But,  it  was  laid, 
there  was  this  difference  between  the  cafe  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  and  moil  of  the  other  charters.  In  general,  there  was 
no  room  for  legal  exception  to  the  powers  exercilcd  by  the 
corporations  ;  but  the  Malfachufetts  charter  not  being  in- 
tended, when  it  was  granted,  lor  fuch  government  as  is 
neceifary  to  be  exercifed  in  the  colony  remote  frcm  its  mo- 
ther country,  a  reverfion  of  the  former  judgment  would 
have  been  of  no  fervice ;  and  Sir  George  Tre.by  declared 
to  Mr.  Mather,  Sir  John  Somers,  and  the  two  lords  chief 
juftices  being  preferit  and  afienting  to  it,  that  "  if  the 
judgment  againft  the  charter  ihould  be  rover  fed,  and  the 
government  ihould  exercife  thofe  powers  which,  before  the 
quo  warranto,  they  had  done,  a  new  writ  would  iffiie  out 
againft  them  in  Weftminfter-hall,  and  there  would  be  a 
judgment  againft. them,  and  fuch  an  one  as  that  there 
would  be  no  room  for  a  writ  of  error."  By  the  old  char- 
ter, it  was  faid,  they  had  power  to  impriibn  or  inflict  pun- 
iihment,  in  criminal  cafes,  according  to  the  courfe  of  cor- 
porations in  England  ;  but  that,  unleis  capital  cafes  be  ex- 
prefily  mentioned,  the  power  would  not  reach  them  j  that 
no  power  was  given  to  erect  judicatories,  or  courts  for  pro- 
bate of  wills,  or  with  admiralty  jurifdiclion,  nor  any  power 
to  conftiiute  a  hcufe  of  deputies  or  reprefentatives,   nor  to 

impofe 
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impofe  taxes  on  the  inhabitants,  nor  to  incorporate  towns, 
colleges,  fchools,  &e.  which  powers  and  privileges  had  been, 
notwithstanding,  ufurped.  Whether  many  of  the  corpo- 
rations in  England  had  not  deviated  as  much  from  their 
original  ednftitution,  and  whether  particular  pertbns  are 
not  punifhable  tor  uiurpations,  and  not  the  corporation  it- 
felf  extinguished  or  diflblved,  as  was  urged  in  the  cafe  of 
the  city  of  London,  it  is  not  necefiary  to  determine.  Sev- 
enty years  practice  under  a  new  charter,  in'many  refpe-fts 
to  be  preferred  to  the  old5  has  taken  away,  not  only  all  ex- 
pectation, but  all  defire,  of  ever  returning  to  the  old  char- 
ter. We  do  not  envy  the  neighbouring  governments  which 
retained,  and  'have  ever  line:  praftifed  upon,  their  ancient 
charters.  Many  cf  th*c  moft  ienllble  men  in  thofe  govern- 
ments would  be  glad  to  be  under  the  fame  conftitution 
that  the  Maffichufetts  province  happily  enjoys. 

Sir  William  Phips  arrived  at  Button,  with  the  charter, 
the  14th  of  May,  1692.  He  iffued  writs  for  a  general  af- 
fembly,  which  met  the  8th  or  June  following. 

Although  a  party  was  formed  which  oppofed  a  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  charter,  yet  a  majority  of  the  court  wifely  and 
thankfully  accepted  it,  and  appointed  a  day  of  folcmn 
thankfgiving  to  Almighty  God,  for  "  granting  a  lafe  arriv- 
al to  his  excellency  the  governor  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Increafe 
Mather,  who  have  induftriouily  endeavoured  the  fervice  of 
this  people,  and  have  brought  over  with  them  a  Settlement 
of  government,  in  which  their  Majeities  have  gracioufly 
given  us  diftinguilhing  marks  of  their  royal  favour  and 
good  n  els." 

Sir  William  arrived  juft  at  the  beginning  of  as  ftrange 
an  infatuation  as  any  people  were  ever  under.  A  conlid- 
erable  number  of  innocent  perfons  were  facrificed  to  the 
difternpered  imagination,  or  perhaps  wicked  hearts,  of 
inch  as  pretended  to  be  bewitched.  But  having  proceeded 
as  far  as  I'propofed,  I  leave  the  relation  of  this  unfortunate 
affair,  and  other  tranfactions  and  occurrences  fmce  the  pre- 
fent  charter,  to  be-  communicated  to  the  public  by  fome 
.abler  pen. 


CHAP.  IV. 
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C  H  A  P.     IV. 

The  Rcckfiafiical  Conftiiuthn  of  the  Colony,  and  the  fpecial 
Religious  Cufioms. 

T  was  one  great  defign  of  the  firft  planters  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  colony  to  obtain  for  themfelves  and  their 
pofterity  the  liberty  of  worshiping  God  in  fuch  manner 
as  appeared  to  them  to  be  moil  agreeable  to  the  (acred  fcrip- 
tures.  Whilft  they  remained  in  England  they  continued 
in  the  communion  of  the  church,  iuch  of  them  excepted 
as  were  excluded  from  it  for  nonconformity  to  fome  of  the 
ceremonies.  With  feme  of  the  ceremonial  parts  of  worihip 
they  were  all  more  or  lefs  difTatisfied.  The  canons  or  laws 
of  the  church,  and  the  rigid  execution  pf  them,  they  ac- 
counted a  grievous  burden.  The  form  of  government  in 
the  church  was  not  a  general  fubject  of  complaint.  They 
were  very  careful  to  diflinguilh  themfelves  from  the  Brown* 
ifts  and  other  feparatifts.  Had  they  remained  in  England, 
and  the  church  been  governed  with  the  wildom  and  mod- 
eration of  the  pre  lent  -dav,  they  would  have  remained,  to 
ufe  their  own  expreffion,  "  in  the  bofom  of  that  church 
where  they  had  received  their  hopes  of  falvation.*  They 
were  of  the  fame  ilamp  with  Doctor  Preiton,  Doctor  Sibbs, 
Mr.  Hilderiliam,  Rogers,  Dod,  and  other  old  puritans ; 
who,  though  called  nonconfor.mifts,  yet  I  fuppofe  never 
ieparated,  but  refrained  from  fuch  ceremonies  and  fuch 
parts  of  the  liturgy  only  as  they  fcrupled  to  ufe,  Howev= 
er,  they  did  not  fuppofe  the  form  of  epifcopal  government 
to  be  enjoined  by  divine  authority,  fo  as  to  make  it  un- 
lawful to  fubmit  to,  or  to  eitabiifh,  any  other  form.  They 
knew  very  well,  that  upon  ther  arrival  in  America  they 
would  be  no  longer  fubject  to- any  diocefan  in  England  j 
but  they  took  no  meafures  for  the  eftablifhment  of  epifco-r 
pacy  under  any  reftrictions  or  limitations  by  royal  or  na- 
tional 

*  The  fon  of  one  of  the  firft  minifters,  in  a  preface  to  a  fermon  preached  foo^ 
after  the  revolution,  remarks,  «'  that  ii  the  bifh<jps  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles 
the  Firft  had  been  of  the  fame  fpirit  with  thofe  in  the  reign  of  King  WjUia;n? 
there  woujd  have  been  no  New- England-" 
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fcional  authority.  They  must,  howefer,  have  fuppofed 
Tome  form  or  other  of  church  government  would  be  ne- 
ceslary  ;  but  they  were  far  from  being  determined  what  it 
mould  be.  *Mr.  Hilderfham  advifed  them  to  agree  upon 
it  before  they  left  England  ;  but  it  was  neglected  ;  per- 
haps it  was  im practicable.  They  knew  not  how  far  Mr. 
Endicot  had  proceeded  in  forming  the  first  church,  and 
how  much  it  refembled  the  constitution  of  the  feparatifts 
at  Plymouth  ;  and  foon  after  the  news  of  it,  one  compa- 
ny, who  were  designed  for  New-England,  formed  them- 
feiyes  into  a  church  in  the  new  hofpitai  at  Plymouth,  and 
John  Warham  and  John  Maverick  were  chofen  and  or- 
dained their  ministers.  Both  of  them  had  before  been  or- 
dained by  bifhops.  The  feparatifts  ufed  to  boait,  that  "  if 
the  old  puritans  were  fecure  of  the  magistrate's  lword,  and 
might  go  on  with  his  good  licence,  they  would  (hake  off 
the  prelate's  yoke,  and  draw  no  longer  in  fpiritual  commu- 
nion with  all  the  profane  in  the  land  ;  and  though  they 
then  preached  and  wrote  against  the  feparatifts,  yet,  if  they 
were  in  a  place  where  they  might  have  their  liberty,  they 
would  do  as  they  did."-}-  The  inconveniencies  we  fuffer 
under  one  extreme,  it  must  be  allowed,  carry  us  infenfibly 
into  the  other.  The  New-England  puritans,  when  at  full 
liberty,  went  the  full  length  which  the  feparatifts  did  in 
England.  It  does  not  follow  that  they  would  have  done 
lo  if  they  had  remained  in  England,  Upon  their  removal 
they  fuppofed  their  relation  both  to  the  civil  and  ecclesi- 
astical government,  except  lb  far  as  a  fpecial  referve  was 
made  by  their  charter,  was  at  an  end,  and  that  they  had 
right  to  form  fuch  new  model  oi  both  as  belt  pleafed  them, 
In  the  form  of  worihip,  they  univerfaliy  followed  the  New- 
Plymouth  church,  I  find  a  common  prayer  book  among 
the  lift  of  books  prefented  by  William  Backhoufe  for  the 
ufe  of  the  minifters,  but  it  was  never  made  ufe  of  in  any 
church.  The  first  notice,  after  the  charter,  of  any  step 
towards  forming  themfelves  into  a  church  estate  was,  upon 
occasion  of  great  ficknefs  and  mortality,  about  a  month  af- 
ter their  arrival,  when  the  governor,  at  Charleftown,  wrote 
to  Mr,  Johnibii  at  Salem  to  let  apart  a  day  to  humble  them- 

•  felvcs, 

*  Hubbard.  -r  Robinfon— Eiadford, 
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felves,  and  feek  God  in  his  ordinances,  and  folemnly  to 

enter  into  covenant  with  him ;  and  as  they  lived  in 
three*  diflinct  places,  and  had  men  of  ability  in  each,  they 
might  become  three  didind  bodies.  At  Charieftown,  the 
governor,  deputy  governor,  Mr.  Johnfon,  who  had  remov- 
ed from  Salem,  and  the  minifter,  Mr.  Willbn,  on  the  30th 
of  July,  the  far!  day,  entered  into  a  church  covenant  ;  two 
days  after,  they  allowed  live  more  to  join  them,  and  {o 
others,  from  time  to  time  ;  and  at  length  they  in  form 
chofe  Mr.  Wilfon  for  their  miniftcr,  and  ordained  him  ;-j> 
but  all  joined  in  a  proteftation  that  it  was  not  a  renouncing 
of  the  rniniilry  he  received  in  England,  but  that  it  was  as  a 
confirmation  in  confequence  of  their  election. %  In  the 
other  plantations  they  formed  themfelves  into  diftindt 
churches,  one  after  another,  but  feem  to  have  had  no  fet- 
tled fcheme  or  plan  of  church  government,  until  Mr.  Cot- 
tOfij|  came  over,  in  1633.  His  praife  was  in  all  the 
churches,  as  the  principal  projector  of  the  plan  of  govern- 
ment of  the  New- England  churches,  which  from  that  time 
took  the  name  of  congregational,  This  was  called  the 
middle  way  between  brownifm  and  premyterianifm,§  and 
is  faid  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  four  characlcrifticks,  viz. 

1  ft.  The  fubject  matter  of  the  vifible  church,  viz.  faints 
by  calling,  iu.h.  as  are  acquainted  with  the  principles  of 
religion,  and  who  profefs  their  faith,  and  the  manner  how 
they  were  brought  to  rhe  knowledge  of  God  by  faith  in 
Chriic,  either  viva  vo£ey  or  elfe  by  a  public  declaration 
thereof  made  by  the  ciders,  a?  it  has  been  delivered  to  them 
in  private  ;  although,  if  fuch  profefiion  be  fcandalized  by 
an  unchriflian  converfation,  it  is  not  to  be  regarded. 

2d.  The  conftitutive  part  of  a  particular  vifible  church 
ought  to  be,  a  reftipulation  or  mutual  covenanting  to  walk 
together  in  their  chriftian  communion,  according  to  the 
rule  of  the  gofpel. 

3d.  No  church  ought  to  be  of  larger  extent  or  greater 

number 

*  Mr.  Prince  fuppofes  the  three  to  be  Dorchefteri  Carleftown  and  Salem. 
Salem  had  been  in  a  church  ftate  a  year  before. 

+  Aujjuft  _;oth. 

}   Mr.  Prince  has  taken  no  notice  of  this  chcumftance  mentioned  by  Hubbard. 

!j  Whatever  Mr.  Cotton  delivered  was  foon  put  into  an  order  of  courtj  if  of  a 
civil,  or  fet  up  as  a  practice  in  the  church,  if  of  an  eccleiiafticai  concernment,  fini* ' 

\  Hubbard. 
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number  than  may  ordinarily  meet  together  in  ope  place, 
for  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  fame  numeri^lwmnances, 
and  celebrating  all  divine  worfhip  ;  nor  fewer,  ordinarily, 
than  conveniently  may  carry  on  church  work. 

4th.  That  there  is  no  jurifdiction  to,  which  particular 
churches  are  or  ought  to  be  fubject,  by  way  of  authorita- 
tive cenfure,  nor  any  other  church  power,  extrinfical  to 
ilich  churches,  which  they  ought  to  depend  upon  any  other 
fort  of  men  for  the  exercife  of. 

Thefe  are  faid  to  be  the  principles  upon  which  a  plats 
form  of  church  government  was  formed. 

An  odious  fenfe  had  been  affixed  to  the  name  of  Inde- 
pendents, which  feems  to  have  been  the  reafon  why  it  was 
avoided,  rather  than  any  material  diftinction  in  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  churches  which  appears  or  can  be  inferred 
from  either  of  thofe  charade  fifties  ;  but  the  platform, 
agreed  upon  and  publifhed  in  1648,  although  it  does  not 
own  that  dependence  which  fliall  fubjecl:  any  one  church 
to  any  other,  or  even  to  the  whole  united  together,  yet  it 
profeiTes  a  relation  which  one  church  hath  to  another,* 

and 

*  We  may  fee  fomethlng  of  the  relation  the  churches  considered  themfelves  in, 
pne  to  another,  before  the  platform  in  1647,  by  the  following  letter  from  the 
church  of  Salem  to  the  church  of  Dorchelter. 

«'  Salem,  ift  5th  m°  39. 
"  Reverend  and  dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord.  We  thought  it  our  bounden  duty 
to  acquaint  you  with  the  names  of  fuel)  perfons  as  have  had  the  gieat  cenfure  palt 
upon  them  in  this  our  church,  with  the  reafons  thereof,  befeeching\ou  in  the 
Lord,  not  only  to  read  their  names  in  public  to  yours,  but  alfo  to  give  us  the  like 
notice  of  any  dealt  with  in  like  manner  by  you,  that  fo  we  may  walk  towards 
them  accordingly,  for  fome  of  us,  here,  have  had  communion  ignorantly  with 
ibme  of  other  churches,  z  Thef.  iii.  J4.  We  can  do  no  lefs  than  have  fuch  noted 
as  difobey  the  truth. 

Hoger    Williams   and    his    wife,  "^         Thefe  wholly  refufed  to  hear  the 

]ohn  Throgmorton    and    his    wife,       j    church,    denying   it,     and    all    the 
Thomas  Olney  and  his  wife,  I     churches   in    the    Bay,    to  "be  true 

Stukeley  Weftcot  and  his  wife,  r  churches,   and  (except  two)  are  all 

Mary  Holliman,  J    re-baptized. 

Widow  R.eeves,  J 

John  Elford,   for  ohftinacy,   after  divers  fins  he  Hood  guilty  of  and  proved  by 

vitneis William  James  for  pride,  and  divers  other  evils,  in  which  he  remained 

obftinate John  Talby  for  much   pride-,   and  unnaturalnefs    to  his  wife,    who 

was  lately  executed  for  murdering  her  child William  Walcot    for    refilling  to 

bring  his  children  to  the  ordinance,  neglecting  willingly  family  duties,  Sec. 

Thus,  withiflg  the  continued  enjoyment  of  both  the  ftaves,  beauty  and  bandi'i 
and  that  your  fouls  may  flourilh  as  watered  gardens,  reft 

Yours  in  the  Lord  jefus,  Huch  Peters, 

For  the  church  of  Chrift  by  the  church's  order, 

'  in  Dorcheftef.  (  and  in  their  name." 

"  Of  late,  divers  of  the  miniftry  have  had  fet  meetings  to  order  church  mat- 
itiSs  by  which  it  is  conceived  they  bend  towards  prelbyterian  rule."  Lcchford,  1641 , 
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and  connects  them  together  by  certain  rules  to  be  obferveti 
as  the  terms  or  conditions  upon  which  fuch  connection  is 
to  continue,  and  upon  the  irregular  walk  or  demeanor  of 
any  one  church,  they  are  no  longer  to  remain  members  of 
the  fame  body,  and  the  other  churches  are  not  to  admit 
them  to  their  fellowship  or  communion.  And,  although 
it  was  the  bulinefs  of  a  fynod,  or  general  council  of  all  the 
churches,  to  debate  and  determine  matters  of  religion,  and 
to  give  directions  relating  to  the  worfhip  of  God  and  the 
good  government  of  the  church,  "  which  were  to  be  re- 
ceived with  reverence  and  fubmifnon,"  yet  the  fynod  was 
to  exercife  no  church  cenfures  by  way  of  difcipline,  nor 
any  act  of  church  authority  or  jurisdiction,  further  than 
was  done  at  the  firft  council  of  the  apoftles,"  elders,  and 
whole  church,  as  recorded  in  the  15th  chapter  of  Acts, 
which  was  declared  to  be  a  precedent.  All  this  provifion 
may  appear  but  a  weak  band  of  fociety  ;  and  one  would 
think  that  merely  being  rejectee]  from  a  fociety,  which,  it 
is  to  be  prelumed,  after  lufficient  caufe  given  for  fuch  re- 
jection, there  would  remain  no  great  fondnefs  for  continu- 
ing with,  would  be  no  great  puniQiment.  But  this,  confti* 
tution  of  church  government  was  adapted  to  the  conftitu- 
lion  of  civil  government,  both  as  popular  as  can  well  be 
conceived  ;  and  notwithstanding  an  acknowledgment  or 
declaration  from  both,  of  feparate  and  distinct  right?,  yet 
each  was  aiding  and  affiiting  to  the  other.*     By  the  laws 

eitabliihed 

*  A  conftant  watch  was  kept  over  the  churches  by  the  magiftrates;  and  when 
any  contention  or  diforder  arcfe  in  a  church?  it  was  recommended  to  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  churches  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  thereof.  The  following  order  of 
the  civil  government  (hews  in  what  manner  they  proceeded- 

"  At  a  council  held  at  Bolton,   the  5th  of  Sept.  1656. 

•••The  council,  being  informed  of  the  uncomfortable  differences  that  of  late 
have  fallen  out  in  the  church  of  Chriil  at  Sudbury,  notwithstanding  feveral  en- 
deavours to  compofe  the  lame,  which  yet  have  been  fruitlefs,  out  of  their  tender 
care  to  preferve  and  procure  peace  and  unity  amongft  them,  lately  wrote  to  the 
i'did  church,  in  an  amicable  way,  to  advife  and  counfel  them  forthwith  to  call 
ill  to  their  help  fuch  council  from  the  neighbouring  churches  as  the  rule  preicribes, 
from  whole  labours,  through  the  blelling  of  God,  a  blefling  might  have  been  ex» 
petted,  which  too  great  a  part  of  that  church,  as  they  underltood  by  their  letter, 
is  far  from  inclining  unto.  The  council,  judging  it  to  be  their  duty  to  take  an 
effectual  c'ourfe  for  the  healing  of  their  breaches,  do  therefore  delire  and  order, 
that  the  churches  of  Chnit  in  Cambridge,  Watertown  and  Concord,  do  each  of 
them  refpective'y  fend  two  metl'engers  to  meet  at  faid  Sudbury  on  the  7th  day  of 
October  next,  by  S  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  to  confuier  and  advife  in  the 
premiles,  viz.  to  endeavour  to  compole  and  fettle  the  diftracViom  at  Sudbury,  to 
give  their  judgments  in  the  cafes  of  differences  there  j  and  it  is  expe&ed  and  de- 
nied 
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eftablilhed  in  the  colony,  no  man  could  have  a  fhare  in  the 
administration  of  civil  government,  or  give  his  voice  in  any 
election,  uhlefs  he  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  churches.* 
No  church  could  be  gathered  without  the  allowance  of  the 
magiflrates,  confifting  of  and  elected  by  members  of  the 
churches  ;  and  a  minifter,  for  preaching  to  fuch  a  fociety, 
was  liable  to  a  penalty,  Mr.  Matthews,  a  minifter,  about 
the  year  1650,  was  fined  ten  pounds  for  this  offence.  A 
law  was  made  in  1638,  that  if  any  perfon  flood  excom- 
municated fix  months,  they  mould  be  liable  to  fine,  im- 
prifonment,  or  banifhment,  as  the  court  of  afliftants  lhould 
determine  ;  but  this  law  approached  too  nigh  to  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  laws  in  England,  fo  much  complained  of,  to  con- 
tinue long  in  force,  and  in  1639  it  was  repealed.  But  the 
firft  laws  feem  to  deprive  an  excommunicated  perfon,  and 
alio  a  whole  church,  if  feparated  from  the  reft,  of  all  civil 
privileges,  although  the  platform  does  not  iuppofe  depriva- 
tion of  civil  rights  and  authority  to  be  the  neceffary  confe- 
quence  ;  yet,  even  by  thJ  platform,  all  ethers  were  to 
"  forbear  to  eat  and  drink  with  excommunicated  perfons." 

Whilfl 

fired  that  the  church  of  Sudbury,  and  all  perfons  concerned  therein,  give  this 
council,  at  the  time  and  place  afofefaid,  the  opportunity  of  meeting  with  them, 
to  declare  what  (hall  concern  themfelves,  or  the  council  (hall  lee  caufe  to  inquire 
of  them,  in  reference  to  this  bufinefs;  making  their  return  to  the  council  of  this 
jurifdiciion,  what  fuccefs  their  endeavours,  through  the  blefling  of  Chrift,  hath 
procured,  and  whole  the  fault  hath  been,  or  is  ;  that  fo,  if  necellity  requiic,  fuch 
further  courfe  may  be  taken  therein,  as  may  moft  conduce  to  the  glory  of  God» 
the  uniting  their  hearts  to  unity  in  truth  and^cace,  according  to  the  rule  of  the 
goi'pel.  And  it  i^  ordered,  that  Lieut.  Goodenow,  or  fuch  as  he  ihall  appoint, 
ihall  take  care  for  the  entertainment  of  the  laid  council  and  all  perfons  concerned, 
therein.  [T&is  was  v:ty  agreeable  «  to  the  procuration,'  the  canonical  term  for  the 
provijion  made  by  a  church  for  the  archdeacon  at  his  •v!Jitation.~\  And  it  is  ordered, 
that  the  laid  council  Ihall  have  liberty  to  adjourn  to  foine  other  place,  if  they 
ihall  lee  caufe.  By  order  of  the  council,  Edward   Rav.son,  Sccr'y." 

"  Mailer  Peters  went  from  Salem,  on  foot,   to  Dover,  to  appcafe  the  difference 

between  Mailer  Larkham  and  Mafter  K. .     He  went   by   the   fending   of  the 

governor  and  afliftants.  Mailer  Wilfon  went  ta  Green's  harbour,  &c-  and  at  an- 
other time,  Mafter  Wilfon,  Mafter  Mather,  and  others,  heard  the  difference  be- 
tween Mailer  Hooke  and  Madec  Doughty,  at  New-Taunton. 

"  It  may  be,  it  will  be  laid,  they  did  thefe  things  by  way  of  love  and  friendly 
advice.  Grant  this.  But  were  not  the  counfelled  bound  to  receive  good  counfel  r 
If  they  would  not  receive  it,  was  not  the  magifhate  ready  to  aflift,  and  to  enforce 
peace  and  obedience  I"     Lechford. 

*«  Every  church  hath  power  of  government  in  and  by  itfelf,  and  no  church  or 
officer  have  power  over  one  another,  but  by  way  of  advice  or  counfel,  laving  that 
the  general  court  now  and  then  over-rule  fome  church  matters."     14. 

*  This  law  was  difpenfed  with  in  favour  of  Mr.  Humphries,  who  lived  at 
Lynn,  where  no  church  was  gathered,  nor  was  he  a  member  of  any  other  church, 
yet  was  an  allillaut  fcveral  ye^rs.  Mr.  Cotton  fays,  thsv  fuppofed  he  would  huvp 
been  u  member  if  be  had  had  opportunity  for  it. 


374  THE  HISTORY   OF        [Chap.  IV, 

.Whilft  they  remained  in  this  flate  they  would  have  very 
mtle  chance  for  a  public  pod,  where  all  the  electors  were 
church  members.* 

The  elders  or  miniiters,  although  they  were  not  confl- 
dered  as  one  of  the  eftates,  yet  no  matters  of  great  weight 
or  moment,  whether  of  a  religious  or  civil  nature,  were 
determined  without  their  advice,  and  a  formal' reference  to 
them  ;*  (in  early  times  they  were  generally  prefent  in  the 
courts)  ;  and  they  were  thus  naturally  led  to  ule  their  in- 
fluence with  their  people  to  acquieice  in,  and  approve  of, 
the  meafures  which  they  themfelvcs  had  been  confulted 
upon  and  advifed  to. 

But  however  defective  this  conftitution  may  appear  in 
theory,  we  fhall  feldom  meet  with  an  inftance  where  there 
has  been  fo  fteady  and  fo  general  an  adherence  to  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  it  was  founded,  and  lb  much  harmony 
fubiifting,  not  only  in  particular  churches,  but  between 
one  church  and  another,  for  fifty  years  together. 

In  general,  the  ordination  of  miniftefs  was  by  impofition 
of  the  hands  of  their  brethren  in  the  miniftry  ;  but  fome 
•churches,  perhaps  to  preferve  a  more  perfect  independency, 
called  for  the  aid  of  no  minifters  of  any  other  churches,  but 
ordained  their  minifters  by  the  impofition  of  the  hands  of 
fome  of  their  own  brethren.-}-  The  ordination  at  Salem, 
Auguft  29th,  1660,  was  performed  in  this  manner,  as  I 
find  minuted  by  a  gentleman  then  juif.  arrived  from  Eng- 
land, who  was  prefent.  J  "  The  church  at  Saiem  kept  this 
"  day  as  a  fait,  for  the  ordaining  a  teacher  and  a  ruling 
"  elder.  Mr.  Higginfon  preached  in  the  morning,  conti- 
"  nuing  until  one  o'clock,  then  broke  off  for  one  hour  ; 
"  then,  the  congregation  being  aflemblcd  again,  they  wen/: 
"  to  the  work  of  the  ordination,  which  was  thus — firft  Mr. 

"  Higginfon, 

v   In   1637.  when  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor,  had   been  very  active  in   the 
banilhmenr  of"  many  of  the  members  of  Bolton  church,  for  adhering  to  Mrs.  !>,: 
ehinfon,,  fome  of  thofe  which  remained  prefl'ed  the  elders  very  hard  to  call  the 
governor  to  anfwer  as  an  offender  againft  the  church  for  what  he  had  done  in  tilt 
itatc,  but  the  elders  did  not  think  proper  to  comply.      Magnalia. 

i  This  is  faid  by  Bailey  to  be  Brownifm.     DoEf.  of  Broivnj}s. 

%  I  have  feen  an  account  of  an  ordination,  about  the  year  1640!  of  Mr.  Hcoke. 
at  Taunton,  then  Cohannet,  in  Plymouth  colony,  by  the  fchoolmafter  and  one  of 
.the  brethren,  an  hufbandman,  although  Mr.  Wilfbn  ami  Mi.  Mather,  two  minif- 
ters, were  prefent  :  but  the  general  practice  was  otherwife  ;  and  at  this  day  an 
ordination  by  the  lay  brethren,  although  it  might  not  be  condemned  as  invalid? 
yet  would  be  generally  difapproved  and  difcountenanced. 
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"  Higginfon,  who  was  to  be  ordained  teaching  elder, 
"  prayed  ;  after  prayer,  Major  Hathome,  a  private  mem* 
"  ber;  being,  it  feems,  defired  by  the  church,  flood  up  and 
"  {pake  to  the  brethren  of  the  church,  that  they  mould 
"  now,  it  they  did  continue  in  the  mind  they  were  in  bc- 
"  fore  as  to  the  choice  of  Mr.  Higginfon  for  their  parlor, 
"  declare  their  content  by  filence  ;  and  then  fpake  to  Mr. 
"  Higginfon  to  declare  his  acceptance  ;  and  then  fpake 
"  to  the  meffengers  of  the  churches  that  were  feiit  to  be 
"  prefent,  and  to  all  others,  to  fpeak  if  they  knew  any 
"  weighty  reafons  againft  their  proceeding  to  ordination  ; 
"  and  then,  none  fpeaking,  Major  Hathorne  and  two  of 
"  the  deacons  of  the  church,  laying  their  hands  on  Mr. 
"  Higginfon's  head,  pronounced  words  of  ordination,  and 
"  prayed  over  him  ;  and  then  Major  Hathorne  exhorted 
"  the  church  in  a  few  words  to  remember  their  duty,  &c. 
"  towards  him  whom  they  had  ordained  to  be  their  paflor. 
(i  Then  Mr.  Higginfon  did,  after  the  fame  manner  as  is 
"  before,  exprefTed,  proceed  to  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Brown 
s;  for  the  ruling  elder ;  which  being  done,  they Tungaplalm, 
"  and  concluded  with  prayer.  After  the  exerciie,  I  was 
"  invited  to  the  elder's  houfe,  where  was  good  company 
"  and  good  cheer." 

Moil  of  the  churches,  not  all,  had  one  or  more  ruling 
elder.  In  matters  of  offence,  the  ruling  elder,  after  the 
hearing,  afked  the  church  if  they  were  fatisfled  ;  if  they 
were  not,  he  left  it  to  the  pallor  or  teacher  to  denounce 
the  fentence  of  excommunication, ;  fpei  (ion  or  admonition, 
according  as  the  church  had  determined;  Matters  of  of- 
fence, regularly,  were  hill  brought  to  the  ruling  elder  in 
private,  and  might  not  otherwile  be  told  to  the  church. 
It  was  tlie  practice  for  the  ruling  e!ders,to  give  public  notice 
of  fuch  perfons  as  defired  to  enter  into  church  fellowlhip 
with  them,  and  or'  the  time  propofed  for  admitting  them, 
if  no  fufficient  objection  was  offered  ;  and  when  the  time 
came,  to  require  all  perfons  who  knew  any  jufl  grounds  of 
objection  to  fignify  them.  Objections  were  frequently 
made;  and  until  they  were  heard  and  determined,  therui- 
:ng  elder  feems  to  have  moderated  in  the  church  5  but  the 
ch's  confent  to  the  admiffion  was  aiked  by  the  paflor 

or 
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or  teacher,  who  alfo  rehearfed  and  propofed  the  church 
covenant,  and  declared  them  members.  When  aminiflef 
preached  to  any  other  than  his  own  church,  the  ruling  el- 
der of  the  church,  after  the  pfalm  lung,  faid  publicly, 
"  If  this  prefent  brother  hath  any  word  of  exhortation  for 
the  people  at  this  time,  in  the  name  of  God  let  him  fay 
on.,;*  The  ruling  elder  always  read  the  pfalm.  When 
the  member  of  one  church  defired  to  receive  the  facrament 
at  another,  he  came  to  the  ruling  elder,  who  propofed  his 
name  to  the  church  for  their  confent.  At  the  communion 
they  fat  wifh  the  minifter.  I  find  nothing  further  relating 
to  this  officer  in  their  public  afiemblies.  They  were  con- 
fidered,  without  doors,  as  men  for  advice  and  counfel  in 
religious  matters ;  they  viiited  the  lick,  and  had  a  general 
inflection  and  overfight  of  the  conduct  of  their  brethren. 
Every  thing  which  I  have  mentioned  as  the  peculiar  pro- 
vince of  the  ruling  elder,  (b  far  as  it  is  in  itfelf  neceflary  or 
proper,  may  with  propriety  enough  be  performed  by  the 
minifter.  It  is  not  ftrange  therefore  that  this  office 
in  a  courfe  of  years  funk  into  almoft  an  entire  defuetude 
in  the  churches.  Indeed  the  multiplying  unnecefiary  and 
mere  nominal  officers,  or  officers  whofe  duties  and  privileges 
are  not  with  certainty  agreed  upon  and  determined,  feems 
rather  to  have  a  natural  tendency  to  difcord  and  contention 
than  to  harmony  and  peace. 

We  meet  with  nothing  peculiar,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
churches,  relative  to  the  office  of  deacons.  Mention  is 
made  of  the  duty  of  deaconefTes  or  widows,  who  were  "  to 
(hew  mercy  with  cheerfulnefs,  and  to  minifter  to  the  lick 
and  poor  brethren  ;"  but  I  find  no  inftance  of  any  fpecially 
chofen  or  appointed  to  this  fervice. 

The  minifters  of  the  feveral  churches  in  the  town  of 
Bofton  have  ever  been  (upporred  by  a  free  weekly  contri- 
bution. I  have  feen  a  letter  from  one  of  the  principal  min- 
ifters of  the  colony  expreffing  fome  doubts  of  the  lawfulnefs 
of  receiving  a  fupport  in  any  other  way.  In  the  country 
towns,  compulfory  laws  were  found  neceflary  ;  and  in  the 
year  1 654  the  county  courts  were  empowered  to  aflefs  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fevera]  towns  which  neglected  the 

fupport 
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fupport  of  the  mimftry  a  fum  fufficient  to  make  up  the 
defetf.* 

In  Bofton,  after  prayer  and  before  finging,  it  was  the 
practice  for  feveral  years  for  the  minifter  to  read  and  ex- 
pound a  chapter.  Whether  it  was  becaufe  this  carried  the 
iervice  to  too  great  a  length,  or  any  other  reafon  coulcl  be 
given  for  it,  in  a  few  years  it  was  laid  afide,  except  when 
it  came  in  place  of  a  fermon.-j-  Exceptions  (may  we  not 
fay  cavils  ?)  have  been  made,  by  fome  learned,  ferious 
minifters,  againft  reading  the  fcriptures  as  part  of  the  di- 
vine fervice  without  an  expofition.  The  other  parts  of 
religious  public  worfhip,  and  the  manner  of  adminiftering 
the  facraments,  not  differing  from  what  is  at  this  day  the 
practice  of  the  churches  of  New-England  and  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  it  is  unneceiTary  to  take  any  notice  of  them. 

From  a  facred  regard  to  the  religion  of  the<:hriftian  fab- 
bath,  a  fcruple  arofe  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  calling  the  firfl: 
day  of  the  week  Sunday  ;  and  they  always,  upon  any  oc- 
caiion,  whether  in  a  civil  or  religous  relation  to  it,  ftvied  it 
either  the  Lord's-day  or  the  Sabbath.  As  the  exception  to 
the  word  Sunday  was  founded  upon  its  fuperftitious,  idol- 
atrous origin,  the  fame  fcruple  naturally  followed  with  ref- 
pect  to  the  names  of  all  the  other  days  of  the  week,  and  of 
moft  of  the  months,  which  had  the  fame  origin  ;  accord- 
ingly, they  changed  Monday,  Tuefday,  £cc.  into  the  fec- 
ond  and  third  days  of  the  week ;  and  inflead  of  March 
and  April,  ufed  the  rirft  and  fecond  months ;  and  inftead 
of  the  third  Tuefday  in  May,  the  language  was,  the  third 
third  day  of  the  third  month  ;  and  fo  or  the  reft.j  All 
their  records  and  other  writings  are  dated  in  the  common 
form,  which  they  brought  from  England  with  them,  until 

the 

*  In  1644  one  Biifcoc,  a  tanner,  of  Watertown,  publiflied  a  book  againft  the 
fupport  ot  minifters  by  tithes  or  taxest  and  reproached  the  minifters  who  took 
falaries  in  that  way.  The  minifters  thought  him  who  denied  the  authority  of  the 
civil  magistrate  to  provide  for  the  fupport  of  minifters  fujie  potius  erudiendum 
ijuam  argumento,  and  therefore  they  left  it  to  the  magiftrates  to  defend  the  caufe, 
who  convened  the  tanner  before  them,  and  brought  him  to  an  acknowledgment* 
it  not  to  a  fenfe,  of  his  error.     Hubbard. 

t  To  preach  a  fermoB  which  was  not  compofed  by  the  preacher  himfelf,  was 
looked  upon,  if  not  criminal,  yet  highly  dilreputable.  One  Mr-  Bond,  having 
taken  this  liberty,  and  being  difcovered,  prefently  after  removed  to  Barbadoes.  MS' 

%^  This  was  a  fcruple  of\he  Brownifts. 

Vol.  I,  x      E  b 
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the  year  1636,  when  Mr.  Vane  was  governor ;  but  after 
that,  the  alteration  feems  to  have  been  very  ftrictly  obferv- 
ed  in  all  public  and  private  writings  and ■difcourfe,  for  many 
years  together.  In  the  interregnum  it  much  obtained  in 
England  ;  but  the  fcruple  there  went  off  at  once,  upon  the 
restoration  ;  here,  it  abated  ;  and  it  continues  fcarce  any 
where  at  this  day,  except  among  the  people  called  Qua- 
kers. Perhaps  the  great  diflike  to  fome  ether  peculiarities 
of  that  people  caufed  the  decline  of  that  cuftora  in  the  cow 
ony,  and  made  them  confider  the  Angularity  in  the  fame 
light  with  fome  others  of  the  fame  nature,  which  they 
condemned.* 

That  every  thing  approaching  to  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  authority  of  the  pope,  and  his  power  of  canonization, 
might  be  avoided,  they  never  ufed  the  addition  of  faint 
when  they  fpake  of  the  apoilles  and  the  ancient  fathers  of 
the  chriftian  church,  and  even  the  ufual  names  of  places 
were  made  to  conform.  The  Ifland  of  Saint  Chriftophers 
was  always  wrote  Chriftophers,  and  by  the  fame  rule  all 
other  places  to  which  faint  had  been  prefixed.  If  any  ex- 
ception was  made,  an  anfwer  was  ready  :  Abraham,  Ifaac 
and  Jacob  had  as  good  right  to  this  appellation  as  Peter, 
James  and  John. 

They  laid  afide  the  fafts  and  feafts  of  the  church  of  En- 
gland, and  appointed  frequently,  as  occafion  required,  days 
of  falling  and  thankfgiving  ;  but,  befides  thefe  occasional 
fafts  and  thankfgivings,  they  conftantly,  every  fpring,  ap- 
pointed a  day  for  fading  and  prayer,  to  implore  the  divine 
bleflings  upon  their  affairs  in  the  enfuing  year ;  and  in  the 
fall,  a  day  of  thankfgiving  and  public  acknowledgment  of 
the  favours  conferred  upon  them  in  the  year  pafc.  If  they 
more  readily  fell  into  this  practice  from  the  example  of  the 
people  of  God  of  old,  yet  they  might  well  have  been  justi- 
fied without  any  example.  It  has  continued  without  inter- 
ruption, 

+  They  began  the  fabbath  the  evening  of  the  laft  day  of  the  week.  It  was 
fome  time  before  this  cultom  was  fettled.  Mr.  Hooker,  in  a  letter  without  date. 
but  wrote  about  the  yeir  1640,  fays,  "  The  qieftior^  touching  the  beginning  of 
the  fabbath  is  now  on  foot  among  us,  hath  once  been  fpoken  to,  ar.d  we  are  to 
give  in  our  arguments  each  to  the  other,  fo  that  we  may  ripen  our  thoughts  touch- 
ing that  truth:  and  if  the  Lord  will  it  may  more  fully  appear."  And  in  another 
letter,  March,  1040,  "  Mr.  Huit  hath  not  aafwered  our  arguments  againft  the 
beginning  the  fabbath  at  morning." 
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ruption,  I  funpofe,  in  any  one  Lnftance,  down  to  this  day. 
This  is  a  cuftom  to  which  no  devout  perfon  of  any  feci: 
will  take  exception.  By  a  law  of  the  colo'ny,  every  perfon 
abfenting  himfelf  from  the  public  worfliip,  on  thefe  days, 
without  fuffkient^excufe,  was  liable  to  five  millings  fine. 
It  would  have  been  a3  well,  perhaps,  if  this  provifion  had 
been  omitted. 

Thefe  were  the  principal  of  the  fpecial  ecckfiaflical 
or  religious  cuftoms.  There  were  fome  attempts  to 
introduce  Angularities  into  fome  of  the  churches ;  particu- 
larly, Mr.  Davenport,  of  New-Haven^  who  afterwards  re.- 
moved  to  Bofton,  required  all  his  congregation  to  ftand  up 
whilft  the  text  was  naming  ;  the  principal  reafon  which 
was  given*  for  it  being*  that  it  was  the  word  of  God,  and 
deferved  peculiar  honour  ;*  and  Mr.  Williams,-  of  Salem, 
required  all  the  women  oi  his  congregation  to  Wear  veils  ; 
but  neither  of  thefe  cuftoms  fprcad,  or  were  of  any  long 
continuance.  It  was  obferved,  as  to  the  latter,  that  fo  un- 
couth an  appearance,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  nation,  would  probably  draw  more  eyes  than  if  they 
were  dreffed  like  other  women.  Mr.  Cotton,  of  Bofton, 
happening  to  preach  at  Salem  foon  after  this  cuftom  be- 
gan, he  convinced  his  hearers  that  it  had  no  fuhacient  foun- 
dation in  the  fcriptures  :  the  married  women  had  no  pre- 
tence to  wear  veils  as  virgins  ;•  neither  married  nor  unmar- 
ried would  chooie  to  do  it  from  the  example  of  Tamar 
the  harlot,  nor  need  they  do  it  for  fuch  purpofe  as  Ruth 
did  in  her  widowhood.  His  fermon  had  fo  good  an  effect, 
that  they  were  all  alhamed  of  their  veils,  and  never  appeal- 
ed covered  with  them  afterwards. -}-- 

During  the  fifty  years  the  charter  continued,  there  were 
very  few  inftances  of  any  fociety  of  chriftians  differing, 
proieiTedly,  in  doctrine*  difcipline,  or  form  of  worfliip,  from 
the  eftablifhed  churches.  The  number  of  baptifts  was 
fmall.    The  quakers  came  over  in  imall  parties  j  but  not- 

withftanding 

*  "  At  Qoinnipyack  (New- Heaven)  Mr  Davenport  preached  in  the  forenoon 
that  men  muft  be  uncovered  and  ftand  up  at  the  reading  the  texr,  and  in  the  af- 
ternoon the  ali'embly  joiatly  practiced  it.   Mr.  Hooker  to  Shefard,  March  20,  1640 

t  Hubbard.  Mr.  Cotton,  when  he  was  in  England,  thought  more  favourably 
of  this  cuftom.  Ke  mentions  the  old  counteis  of  Lincoln  her  always  coming  to 
dfturch  veiled. 

E  b  2 
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withftanding  the  ftrange  deluilou  they  were  under  in  court- 
ing perfecution,  and  the  imprudence  of  the  authority  in 
gratifying  this  humour  as  far  as  their  utmoft  wifhes  could 
carry  them,  as  has  been  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  the  hif- 
tory,  yet  they  were  never  numerous  enough  to  form  a  focie- 
ty  of  any  confequence,  except  upon  the  borders  of  Rhode- 
liland.*  Nor  was  there  any  epifcopal  church  in  any  part 
of  the  colony  until  the  charter  was  vacated. 

The  teft,  which  we  have  jufb  mentioned,  went  a  great 
way  towards  producing  this  general  uniformity.  He  that 
did  not  conform  was  deprived  of  more  civil  privileges  than 
a  nonconforming  is  deprived  of  by  the  teft  in  England. 
Both  the  one  and  the  other  muft  have  occafioned  much 
formality  and  hypocrify.  The  myfteries  of  our  holy  reli- 
gion haVe  been  proftituted  to  mere  fecular  views  and  ad- 
vantages. Befides  this  teft,  another  realbn  may  be  affigned . 
As  good  if  not  better  lands  than  any  in  the  colony  lay  con- 
tiguous to  it,  and  men  of  different  opinions  chofe  to  re- 
move where  they  might  enjoy  both  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty, rather,  than  remain  and  be  deprived  of  either.  In  this 
way,  birth  and  quick  growth  were  given  to  a  neighbour- 
ing colony,  which  admitted  peribns  of  all  religions,  and. 
gave  equal  privileges  to  all ;  and  as  loon  as  what  they  call- 
ed a  feclary  fprang  up  in  the  MafTachuietts  colony,  it  was 
tranfplanted  to  Rhode-Ifland. 

I  mail  finilh  what  I  have  to  fay  upon  the  ecclefiaftical 
conftitution  of  the  colony  with  a  ihort  fummary  of  the  plat- 
form, as  I  find  it  prepared  by  a  very  fenfible  divine,-^  who 
made  a  figure  in  the  colonv  foon  after  the  platform  was  ef- 
tablifhed. 

i.  "  Eclefiaftical  policy,  church  government,  or  church 

difcipline,  is  nothing  elfe  but  that  form  and  order  which 

is  to  be  obferved  in  the  church  of  Chrift  upon  earth,  both 

for  the  conftitution  of  it  and  all  the  adminiftrations  which 

therein  are  to  be  performed,  the  parts  of  which  are  all  of 

them  defcribed  in  the  word  of  God*  and  it  is  not  left  in 

the  power  of  any  to  alter,   add,   or  diminifh,   any  thing 

therein.  ^, 

2.    Inere 

*  The  fanguinary  laws  were  of  ihort  continuance>  otherwise  the  number  of 
Quakers  would  have  increafed. 
f  Mr.  Hubbard. 
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v 

2.  There  is  a  catholic  vifible  church,  viz.  the  company 
of  thofe  who  profefs  the  chriflian  faith,  whether  in  church 
order  or  not ;  but  there  is  no  political  catholic  church, 
the  (late  of  the  members  of  the  vifible  church,  fince  the 
coming  of  (Thrift,-  being  only  congregational. 

3.  A  congregational  church,  by  the  inftitution  of  (Thrift, 
is  a  part  of  the  vifible  church,  confiding  of  a  company  of 
faints  by  calling,  united  into  one  body  by  an  holy  cove- 
nant for  the  public  worfhip  of  God  and  the  mutual  edifi- 
cation one  of  another  in  the  fellowship  of  the  Lord  Jefus; 
the  matter  of  which,  as  to  its  qualification,  ought  to ■  con- 
fid  of  fuch  perfons  as  have  attained  the  knowledge  of  the 
principles  of  religion,  who  are  free  from  grofs  fcandal,  and 
with  the  profeffion  of  their  faith  and  repentance  walk  in 
blamelefs  obedience  to  the  word  of  God  ;  as  to  its  quanti- 
ty, it  ought  not  to  be  of  greater  number  than  may  ordi- 
narily meet  together  conveniently  in  one  place,  nor  fewer 
than  may  conveniently  carry  on  church  work.  The  form 
of  fuch  a  church  is  an  agreement,  confent,  or  vifible  cove- 
nant, whereby  they  give  themfelves  unto  the  Lord  to  the 
obferving  the  ordinances  of  Chrid  together  in  the  fame 
fociety. 

4.  The  fraternity  or  brotherhood  of  fuch  a  church  is 
the  firft  fubjecl:  of  ail  ordinary  church  power,  which  is  ei- 
ther a  power  of  office  or  of  privilege.  But  the  power  of 
privilege  is  in  the  brethren,  formally  and  immediately  ;  the 
other  is  in  them  no  otherwife  than  that  they  deilgn  the 
perfons  unto  office,  who  only  are  to  act  and  excrciie  that 
power*. 

5.  The  ordinary  officers  of  the  church  are  fuch  as  con- 
cern their  fpiritual  and  moral,  or  temporal  and  natural, 
good.  Of  the  firft  of  which  are  padors,  teachers,  ruling 
elders,  1  Tim.  v.  1 7.  In  the  lad  mentioned,  mod  of  the 
churches  in  New-England,  as  many  of  the  congregational 
churches  elfewhere,  are  not  fo  well  agreed,  accounting  rul  - 
ing  elders  ftiould  be  able  to  teach, 

6.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  churches  to  call  their  own 
officers,  and  remove  them  from  their  office  again,  if  there 
fall  out  jud  caufe ;  yet  fo  as  the  advice  of  neighbour  church- 
es, where  it  may  conveniently  be  done,  be  rirft  had.  They. 

*  who 
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who  are  to  officiate  ought  to  be  tried  and  proved  before 
they  be  elected,     i  Tim.  v>  22. 

7.  Elders  are  to  be  ordained  by  impoiltion  of  hands, 
which  is  to  be  performed  by  the  elders  of  the  fame  church, 
if  it  be  furnifhed  with  any,  or  thole  of  neighbour  churches, 
and  it  may  be  done  by  fome  of  the  brethren  deputed  there- 
unto, which  latter  is  alfo  difapproved  by  Dr.  Hornbeck, 
the  learned  profeflbr  of  divinity  at  Lcyden,  from  Numb. 
viii.  10. 

8.  The  power  of  government  in  a  congregational  church 
ought  to  proceed  after  the  manner  of  a  mixed  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  for,  in  an  organic  church,  no  act  can  be  confummate 
without  the  confent  both  of  the  elders  and  brethren,  fo  as 
the  power  of  government  or  rule  in  the  elders  prejudice  not 
the  power  of  privilege  in  the  brethren,  nor  the  power  of 
privilege  in  them  prejudice  the  power  of  rule  feated  in  the 
elders,  feeing  both  may  fweetly  agree  together. 

9.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  minifters  of  the  church, 
all  that  are  taught  are  to  communicate  to  him  that  teach- 
eth,  in  ail  good  things  ;  and  in  cafe  of  neglect,  the  fnagif- 
trate  ought  to  fee  that  the  rriiniftry  be  duly  provided  for. 

10.  Fur  the  admiflSon  of  members,  there  ought  to  be 
cither  a  perfonal  relation  in  public,  or  by  the  elders  ac- 
quainting the  church  what  {atisfaction  they  have  received 
from  the  perfons  in  private.  The  things  wherein  fatisfac- 
tion  is  required  are  faith  and  repentance,  which  ought  to 
be  found  in  all  church  members. 

it.  Where  members  of  churches  are  called  to  remove 
from  one  church  to  another,  it  is  convenient,  for  order  fake, 
that  it  be  done  by  letters  of  recommendation  or  of  difmiffion. 

12.  The  cenfures  of  the  church,  which  are  for  the  pre- 
venting, removing  or  healing  offences,  are  excommunica- 
tion or  admonition,  wherein  the  church  ought  to  proceed 
according  to  the  rule,  Matt,  xviii.  1^,  16,  17.  wherein  the 
offence  is  to  be  brought  to  the  church  by  the  mouth  of  the 
elclersi 

13.  Particular  churches,  although  they  are  diftinct  and 
have  not  one  power  over  another,  yet,  becaufe  they  are 
united  unto  Chrift,  not  only  as  a  myftical  but  as  a  political 
head,    they  ought  to  have  communion  one  with  another, 

by 
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•by  way  of  mutual  care,  confutation,  admonitior,  aad  par- 
ticipation in  the  fame  ordinances. 

14.  Synods,  orderly  aflembled  and  rightly  proceeding 
according  to  the  pattern  of  Acts  xv.  are  the  ordinance  of 
Chrift,  and,  if  not  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  being,  yet 
neceflary  to  the  well-being,  of  churches,  for  the  eftablifh- 
Blent  of  peace  and  truth  therein.  And  many  churches 
may  fo  alterable  together  by  their  meflengers  and  elders. 
And  their  directions  and  determination?,  (o  far  as  confonant 
to  the  word  of  God,  are  to  be  received  with  reverence  and 
fubmifiion,  not  only  for  their  agreement  therewith,  without 
which  they  bind  not  at  all,  but  alfo  for  the  power  whereby 
they  are  made,  as  an  ordinance  of  God  appointed  thereunto 
in  his  word. 

j 5.  Church  government  and  civil  government  may  very 
well  (land  together,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  magi  (Irate  to 
take  care  of  matters  of  religion,  and  to  improve  his  civil 
authority  for  obferving:  the  duties  commanded  in  the  firft 
as, well  as  in  the  fecond  table,  feeing  the  end  of  their  office 
is  not  only  the  quiet  and  peaceable  life  of  the  fubject.  in 
matters  of  righteoufnefs  and  honeily,  but  alfo  in  matters 
c    xodljnefs.   1  Tim.  ii.  i,  2." 

After  all  that  may  be  laid  in  favour  of  the  conftitution, 
the  (btength  of  it  lay  in  the  union,  declared  in  the  Lift  arti- 
cle, with  the  civil  authority.  The  ufual  way  of  deciding 
differences,  and  controversies  in  churches,  it  is  true,  was  by 
a  council  confiding  of  the  elders  and  .  other  meffengers  of 
neighbouring  churches ;  and  where  there  was  a  general 
agreement  in  fuch  councils,  the  contending  parties  generally 
acquiefced  ;  but  if  the  council  happened  to  differ  in  ap- 
prehennons  among  themfelves,  or  if  either  of  the  contend- 
ing parties  were  contumacious,  it  was  a  common  thing  for 
the  civil  magiftrate  to  interpofe.  and  put  an  end  to  the 
<*;fpute. 


CHAP,  V, 
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CHAP.     V. 

The  Syjiem,  or  Body,  of  Laws  eflcblijlied  in  tlie  Colony. 

AT  the  firft  meeting  of  the  court  of  affirmants  at 
Charleftown,  Aug.  23d,  1630,  they  eftablifhed  rules 
of  proceeding  in  all  civil  actions,  and  inftituted  fubordinate 
powers  for  punifhing  offenders.  The  fupreme  authority 
being  in  the  court  of  affiftants,  they  reiblved  upon  frequent 
meetings  for  the  due  execution  of  it.  As  it  was  neceflary 
for  every  family  to  provide  lodgings  before  winter,  the  firft 
law  propofed  and  pafTed  was  for  the  regulating  the  price 
of  wages  of  workmen,  under  a  penalty  to  him  that  gave  as 
well  as  to  him  who  received  more  than  the  limited  price.* 
They  proceeded  to  other  laws,  for  punifhing  idlenefs  and 
encouraging  induftry ;  and,  as  they  were  in  the  midft  of 
lavages  much  more  numerous  than  themfelves,  they  obliged 
every  man  to  attend  military  exercifes,  and  limited  the 
bounds  of  their  plantations,  that  none  might  be  more  ex- 
poled  than  was  neceflary. 

In  civil  actions,  Equity,  according  to  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  feems  to  have  been  their  rule  of  determining. 
The  judges  had  recourfe  to  no  other  authorities  than  the 
reafon  and  underftanding  which  God  had  given  them.  In 
punifhing  offences,  they  profefTed  to  be  governed  by  the 
judicial  law  of  Mofes,  but  no  farther  than  thofe  laws  were 
cf  a  moral  nature. 

Whilft  they  were  thus  without' a  code  or  body  of  laws, 
and  the  colony  but  juft  come  to  its  birth,  their  fentences 
Jeem  to  be  adapted  to  the  circumftances  of  a~  large  family 
of  children  and  fervants,-as  will  appear  from  the  following, 
which,  from  amongft  many  others  of  the  fame  fort,  I  have 
taken  out  of  the  public  records. 

Jofias  Plaiftowe,  for  ftealing  four  bafkets  of  corn  from 
the  Indians,  is  ordered  to  return  them  eight  bafkets,  to  be 
fined  five  pounds,  and  hereafter  to  be  called  by  the  name 

of 

*  Carpenters,  joiners,  bricklayers,  lawyers  and  thatchers,  not  more  than  ?/, 
per  day,  &.c. 
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of  Jofias,    and    not  *  Mr.   as   formerly  he   ufed    to  be. 

Captain  Stone,  for  abufing  Mr.  Ludlow,  and  calling  him 
juftafs,  is  fined  an  hundred  pounds,  and  prohibited  coming 
within  the  patent  without  the  governor's  leave  upon  pain 
of  death. 

Serjeant  Perkins  ordered  to  carry  forty  turfs  to  the  fort, 
for  being  drunk. 

Edward  Palmer,  for  his  extortion,  in  taking  two  pounds 
thirteen  millings  and  four  pence  for  the  wood  work  of  Bos- 
ton flocks,  is  fined  five  pounds,  and  ordered  to  be  fet  one 
hour  in  the  flocks. 

Captain  Lovel,  admonifhed  to  take  heed  of  light  carriage. 

Thomas  Petit,  for  fufpicion  of  flander,  idlenefs  and  ftub- 
bornefs,  is  cenlured  to  be  feverely  whipped,  and  to  be  kept 
in  hold. 

Catharine,  the  wife  of  Richard  Cornifh,  was  found  fuf- 
picious  of  incontinency,  and  ferioufly  admonifhed  to  take 
heed. 

Daniel  Clarke,  found  to  be  an  immoderate  drinker,  was 
fined  forty  {Billings. 

John  Wedgewood,  for  being  in  the  company  of  drunk- 
ards, to  be  fet  in  the  flocks. 

John  Kitchin,  for  mewing  books  which  he  was  com- 
manded to  bring  to  the  governor,  and  forbidden  to  fhew 
them  to  any  other,  and  yet  fhewed  them,  was  fined  ten 
millings. 

Robert  Shorthofe,  for  fwearing  by  the  blood  of  God, 
was  fentenced  to  have  his  tongue  put  into  a  cleft  flick, 
and  to  fland  (o  for  the  (pace  of  half  an  hour. 

Great  numbers  of  the  like  kind  might  be  added. 

In  the  year  1634,  the  plantation  was  greatly  increafed  ; 
fettle ments  were  extepded  more  than  thirty  miles  from  the 
capital  town  ;  and  it  was  thought  high  time  to  have  known, 
eflablhhed  laws,  that  the  inhabitants  might  no  longer  be 
fubjeet  to  the  varying,  uncertain  judgments,  which  other- 
wife  would  be  made  concerning  their  actions.     The  min- 

iflers, 

*  They  were  very  careful  that  no  title  or  appellation  fhould  be  given  where  it 
was  not  due;  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  of  the  principal  gentlemen  took  the 
title  of  efquire;  and  in  a  lift  of  100  freemen  you  will  not  find  above  4  or  <  dil- 
tinguilhed  by  Mr.  although  they  were  generally  men  of  fome  fubftance.  Good-' 
jnaa  and  goodwife  were  common  appellations. 
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il'ters,  and  feme  of  the  principal  laymen,  were  corifulted 
with,  about  a  body  of  laws  fuited  to  the  eifcuenftances  of 
the  colony,  civil  and  religious.  Committees,  confifting  of 
magiftrates  and  elders,  were  appointed  almoft  every  year, 
for  twelve  or  fourteen  years  together ;  and  whilft  they  were 
thtis  fitting  a  code,  particular  laws,  which  were  of  greateft 
neceffi-ty,  from  time  to  time  were  enacted  ;  and  in  the  3  car 
1648,  the  whole,  collected  together,  were  ratified  by  the 
court,  and  then  firft  printed. 

Mr.  Bel'iingham  of  the  magistrates,  and  Mr.  Cotton  of 
the  clergy,  had  the  greateft  (hare  in  this  work. 

Let  us  confider  the  character  of  our  new  planters,  the 
ftate  and  condition  they  were  in  before  they  left  England, 
and  after  their  arrival  in  America,  and  we  (ball  lee  the 
iource  of  the  peculiarities  in  their  laws  and  cuftoms.  It 
has  been  obferved,  that  they  were  diffatisfied  not  only  with 
the  ceremonies,  but  alfo  with  the  rigid  difcipline,  at  that 
time,  of  the  church  of  England  :  in  this  indeed  they  were 
not  fingiilar;  the  principal  commoners,  great  part  of  the 
clergy,  and  many  of  the  nobility,  were  of  the  fame  fenti* 
ments.  They  muft  have  had  very  tender  and  fcrupulous 
minds,  or  they  would  not  have  banifhed  themfelyes  from 
their  dear  country,  friends  and  acquaintance,  and  launched 
into  an  unknown  world,  rather  than  iubm't  to  any  thing 
againft  their  judgments  and  consciences.  They  profeiTed 
a  facred  regard  to  the  word  of  God  in  the  old  and  new 
tenament  as  a  fufBcient  rule  of  conduct,  and  that  they  were 
obliged  to  follow  it.  They  locked  upon  the  obfervation 
of  the  firft  as  well  as  fecond  table  neceffary  to  be  enjoined  > 
and  as  the  conftitution  of  their  churches  would  not  admit 
of  eccl£fiaftical  courts,  provtiion  muft  be  made  for  the 
punifhment  of  many  offences  here  by  the  civil  magiftrate 
which  are  not  offences  by  the  common  law.  Whether 
every  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  firft  as  well  as  fecond  table 
has  not  fuch  a  tendency,  by  mere  example,  to  difturb  the 
peace  of  civil  fociety,  as  that  provifion  tor  the  punifhment 
thereof  is  neceflary,  by  fome  authority  or  other,  I  need  not 
determine  :  they. thought  it  had;  and  upon  this  principle 
they  did  not  choofe  fuch  punilhments  for  crimes  as  were 
merely  in  proportion  to  their  affecting  the  fafety  or  peace 
?er  of 
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of  fociety,  a  principle  upon  which  the  nations  of  Europe 
have  been  more  and  more  modeling  their  criminal  laws  for 
feveral  ages  paft,  but  annexed  greater  penalties  to  fome 
immoralities  and  impieties  than  had  been  known  in  the 
country  they  left,  determined  many  others  to  deferve 
the  notice  of  the  civil  magiftrate  which  would  have  efcaped 
it  in  England,  and  perhaps  judged  fome  actions  criminal 
which  to  minds  lefs  fcrupulous  would  have  appeared  indif- 
ferent.* The  generality  of  the  colony  being  very  near  upon 
a  level,  more  than  common  provifion  was  neceflliry  to  en- 
force a  due  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  eftablifh  and  pre- 
ferve  the  authority  of  the  government  ■>  for  although  fome 
amongft  them  had  handfome  fortunes,  yet  in  general  their 
eftates  were  fmall,  barely  fufficient  to  provide  them  houfes 
and  neceflary  accommodations ;  a  contempt  of  authority 
was  therefore  next  to  a  capital  offence.  The  country  being 
new  and  uncultivated,  the  utmoft  induftry,  economy  and 
frugality  were  neceffary  to  their  fubiiftence  ;  and  laws, 
with  heavy  penalties  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  them. 
They  were  in  the  mid  ft  of  favages,  whofe  numbers  were 
much  greater  than  their  own,  and  were  under  continual 
alarms  and  apprehenfionsJ  of  danger,  and  a  ftrict  difcipline 
could  not  be  dilbenfed  with.  If  we  add,  that  they  were  at 
their  full  liberty,  the  troubles  in  England  taking  off  from 
the  colonies  the  attention  of  the  feveral  fuccefiions  ot  fu- 
preme  power  there,  for  near  thirty  years  together  ;  from  all 
thefe  circumftances  we  may  pretty  well  account  tor  all  the 
peculiarities  in  the  laws  of  the  colony. 

In  that  branch  of  law  more  efpecially  which  is  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  name  of  crown  law,  they  profeiled  to  have 
no  regard  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law  of  England. 
They  intended  to  follow  Mofes's  plan,  as  has  been  obferved, 
but  no  farther  than  it  was  of  a  moral  nature  -f  and  obliga- 
tory 

*  The  character  which  the  colony  acquired  by  the  ftri&nefs  and  feverity  of  their 
Jaws,  induced  many  per  fens  of  pious  minds  to  come  over  themfeives,  and  others 
to  fend  their  children  for  education,  many  of  whom  remained  here.  I'ennfyl- 
vania,  by  a  greater  latitude  in  their  fyftern.  have  drawn  inhabitants  in  much 
greater  proportion.  Our  anceftors  valued  themfeives  upon  being  a  colony  for 
religion.      Penn  had  no  oilier  motive  to  found  his  colony  than  human  policy. 

+  They  did  not  go  the  length  of  the  Brownifts,  who  are  faid  to  have  held, 
«'  that  no  prince  nor  (late, on  the  earth  hath  any  legislative  power;  that  God 
jjiane  is  the  lawgiver  i    thit  the  grcateft  rrjagiftrate   hath  no  other  power  but  to 

ex  ecu  t ' 


333  THE    HISTORY    OF         [Chap.  V. 

tory  upon  all  mankind  ;  and  perhaps  the}'  did  not,  in  many 
infbmces,  err  in  judgment  upon  the  morality  of  actions ; 
but  their  grand  miftake  lay  in  fuppofing  certain  natural 
punifhments,  in  every  flate,  alike  proportioned  to  tbiS  or 
that  particular  kind  of  offence,  and  which  Mofes  had  ob- 
ferved  j  whereas  fuch  punilhments  are  and  ought  to  be 
governed  by  the  particular  conflitutions  and  circumftances 
of  the  feveral  kingdoms  and  dates  where  they  are  applied  ; 
and  although  they  were  undoubtedly  well  fitted  to  the  flate 
of  the  ancient  Ifraelites,  and  the  great  end  of  punilhment, 
viz.  the  preventing  the  like  offences,  could  not,  it  may  be, 
have  been  otherwife  (o  well  effected,  yet  they  were  by  no 
means  obligatory  upon  other  ftates  whofe  conflitutions  or 
circumftances  differed  ;  and  other  ftates  have  therefore  con- 
tinually more  or  lefs  varied  from  them.  Idolatry  was  the 
fin  which  eafily  befet  the  Ifraelites,  and  it  was  neceffary  to 
make  it  a  capital  offence.  Perhaps  if  it  mould  be  thought 
proper  to  prohibit  idolatry  in  China,  at  this  day,  the  fame 
penalty  might  be  neceflary,  and  yet  not  fo  in  New-England. 
Murder,*  fodomy,  witchcraft,  arfon,  and  rape  of  a 
child  under  ten  years  of  age,  were  the  only  crimes  made 
capital  in  the  colony  which  were  capital  in  England  ;  and, 
yet,  from  the  miftaken  principle  I  have  juft  mentioned, 
their  laws  were  more  fanguinary  than  the  Engliih  laws  ; 
for  many  offences  were  made  capital  here,  which  were  not 
fo  there.  The  firft  in  order,  being  a  breach  of  the  firft 
command  in  the  decalogue,  was  the  worihip  of  any  other 
god  befides  the  Lord  God.  Perhaps  a  roman  catholic, 
for  the  adoration  of  the  hoft,  might  have  come  within  this 

,         law. 

execute  the  laws  of  God  fet  down  in  fcripture;  that  the  judicial  laws  of  Mofes 
bind  at  this  day  all  the  nations  of  the  world  as  much  as  ever  they  did  the 
Jews."      Baylie. 

Roger  Williams  faid,  that  "  although  they  profeffed  to  be  bound  by  fuch  ju- 
dicials  only  as  contained  in  them  moral  equity,  yet  they  extended  this  moral 
equity  to  fo  many  particulars  as  to  take  in  the  whole  judicial  law,  no  lefs  than 
the  rigideft  Browniits."     Idem. 

Although  they  did  not  go  to  this  extreme,  it  muftbe  allowed  they  did  not  keep 
within  the  limits  they  profeifed  as  their  rule.  They  were  charged  with  holding 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  magiftrate  to  kill  all  idolaters  and  heretics,  even  whole 
cities,  men,  women  and  children,  from  the  command  of  the  Ifraelites  to  root  out 
the  canaanites.     Idem. 

*  Homicide  was  either  murder,  excufable  homicide,  or  juftifiable.  They  did 
not  make  the  diftinclion  of  manilaughter  from  murder.  The  benefit  of  the 
clergy  was  of  popiih  extraft,  and  burning  in  the  hand  with  a  cold  iron  appeared 
to  them  a  ridiculous  ceremony. 
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law.  After  the  miferable  Indians  fubmitted  to  the  EnglifTi 
laws,  lpecial  provifion  was  made,  by  another  law,  that  if 
any  of  them  mould  powow,  or  perform  outward  worfhip 
to  their  falie  gods,  the  powower  (who  was  their  prieft) 
ihould  be  fined  five  pounds,  and  others  prefent  twenty 
millings  each.  The  Indians  have  been  punifhed  upon 
the  latter  law  ;  but  I  never  met  with  an  inftance  of  a  pro- 
fecution of  any  Englilhman  upon  the  former. 

To  blafpheme  the  holy  name  of  God,  Father,  Son,  or 
Holy  Ghoft,  with  direct,  exprefs,  prefumptuous,  or  high- 
handed blafphemy,  either  by  wilful  or  obftinate  de-nying 
the  true  God,  or  his  creation  or  government  of  the  world, 
curling  God,  or  reproaching  the  holy  religion  of  God,  as 
if  it  was  a  politic  device  to  keep  ignorant  men  in  awe,  or 
to  utter  any  other  kind  of  blafphemy  of  the  like  nature  and 
degree,  was  alio  made  capital. 

Man-ftealing,  from  Exodus  xxi.  16.  was  alfo  capital. 

So  was  adultery  with  a  married  woman,  both  to  the  man 
and  woman,  although  the  man  was  (ingle  ;  and  feveral  have 
fuffered  death  upon  this  law.*  Male  adultery  with  an 
unmarried  woman,  was  not  capital. 

He  who  was  convicted  of  wilful  perjury,  with  intent  to 
take  away  the  life  of  another,  was  to  iuffer  death,  from 
Deut.  xix.  16.  This  crime  may  well  enough  be  denomi- 
nated murder  ;  and  yet  a  wilful  perjury,  by  which  a  man's 
life  is  in  fact  taken  away,  was  never  made  capital  in  Eng- 
land. Many  offences  are  made  fo,  which  feem  to  be  in- 
ferior in  their  guilt  and  confequences  to  the  public.  The 
difficulty  of  conviction  may  be  one  reafon,  and  the  dii- 
couragement  it  would  fometimes  be  to  witneffes  to  give 

their 

*  Philo  places  the  command   againft   adultery  before  that  againft  murder. 

There  was  a  pretty  extraordinary  inftance  of  a  profecution  for  adultery  in  tlie 
year  i66j.  Mr.  N.  P.  a  youug  merchant,  had  been  intimate  with  a  married  lady 
ot  one  of  the  firil  families  in  the  country.  After  her  hufband's  death  he  married 
her.  After  they  had  lived  together  three  or  four  years,  a  profecution  was  began 
agaiaft  both  of  them,  for  adultery  in  the  life  time  of  the  ferft  hufband.  They 
were  both  committed  to  prifon,  and  feparately  brought  upon  trial  for  their  lives. 
The  court  and  jury  were  favourable  to  the  hufbaud,  and  acquitted  him  of  a 
capital  offence,  probably  becaufe  he  was  not  at  the  time  charged  a  married  man. 
The  wife  likewife  met  with  a  favourable  jury,  and  they  found  her  alfo  not  guilty  ; 
but  the  court,  who  thought  otherwise,  refufed  the  verdict,  and  the  caufe  was  car- 
ried before  the  general  court,  where  lhe  very  narrowly  efcaped,  the  whole  court 
determining  that  there  was  proof  of  a  crime  which  approached  very  near  to  adul- 
tryr  burin  favour  of  life  fhc  was  difcharged. 
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their  teftimonies  another  and  ftronger  reafon,  in  vindication 
of  the  common  law.  In  this  inftance  the  Maflachufetts 
jaw  agreed,  I  take  it,  with  the  civil  law,  the  laws  of  Scot- 
land at  this  day,  and  of  many  other  flatcs  in  Europe. 

A  child,  above  fixteen  years  of  age,  that  curfed  or  fmote 
his  father  or  mother,  unlefs  provoked  by  cruelty  and  in  its- 
own  defence,'  or  unchriftianly  neglected  in  its  education, 
and  alio  a  ftubborn  and  rebellious  fon,  according;  to  Deut. 
xxi.  20.  upon  conviction,  were  to  fuffer  death.  There 
have  been  feveral  trials  upon  this  law.  I  have  met  with 
one  conviction,  but  the  offender  was  refcued  from  the 
gallows  by  order  of  the  King's  commiffioners  in  1665.* 

High  treafun  is  not  mentioned. -f  Before  they  had 
agreed  upon  the  body  of  laws,  the  King's  authority  in 
England  was  at  an  end.  Confpiracy  to  invade  their  own 
commonwealth,  or  any  treacherous,  perfidious  attempt  to 
alter  and  fubvert  fundamentally  the  frame  of  their  polity 
and  government,  was  made  a  capital  offence. 

Rape,  it  was  left  to  the  court  to  punilh  with  death  or 

other  grievous  punifhment  at  difcrction. ;{;     No  judge  would 

defire  to  have  a  capital  punifhment  left  to  his  difcretion  > 

and  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  in  any  cafe,  it  can  be  of 

public  utility.  c         ,  , 

1  J  several 

*  In  tlie  firft  draught  of  the  laws  by  Mr.  Cotton,  which  I  have  feen  corroded 
with  Mr.  Winthrop's  hand?  divers  other  offences  were  made  capital,  viz. 

Profaning  the  Lord's  day  in  a  carelefs  or  fcornful  neglect  or  contempt  thereof. 
Kumbers  xv.  30  to  36. 

Reviling  the  magiftrates  in  high  eft  rank,  viz.  the  governor  and  council. 
Exod.  xxii.  iS.      1  Kings  xxii.  8,  9,  44. 

Defiling  a  woman  efpoufed.      Deut.  xxii.  23  to  26. 

lnceft  within  the  Levitical  degrees. 

The  pollution  mentioned  in  Levit.  xx.  13  to  16. 

Lying  with  a  maid  in  her  father's  houfe,  and  keeping  it  fecret  until  fne  was 
married  to  another.      Exod.  xxi.  16. 

The  punifhment  by  death  is  erafed  from  all  thefe  offences  by  Mr.  Winthrop, 
and  they  are  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  court  to  inflict  other  punifhment  ihort  of 
death. 

From  the  fame  prejudice  in  favour  of  Ifraelitiffi  cuftoms,  a  fondnefs  arofe,  or  at 
leaft  was  increafed,  for  iignificant  names  for  children.  The  three  firft  that  were 
baptized  in  Bolton  church  were,  Joy,  Recempence,  and  Pity.  The  humour 
fpread.  The  town  of  Dorchelter,  in  particular,  was  remarkable  for  fuch  names, 
Faith,  Hope,  Charity,  Deliverance,  Dependence,  Prefeived,  Content,  Prudent, 
Patience,  Thankful,  Hate-evil,  Holdfaft,  &c.  Many  of  which  at  this  day  are  re- 
tained in  families,  in  remembrance  of  their  anceftors. 

t  In  167S,  when  complaints  were  made  aguinft'  the  colony,  it  was  by  law- 
made  capital. 

J  Rape  was  not  capital  by  the  Jewiih  law,  and  for  that  reafon  it  was  not  fo 
for  many  years  by  the  colony  law, 
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Several  offences  were  capital  upon  a  fecond  conviction, 
as  the  returning  of  a-  romifh  pried  into  the  jurifdiction 
after  banifhment  upon  the  firfl  conviction.  The  law  was 
the  fame  with  refpect  to  quakers  alfo. 

The  denial  of  either  of  the  books  of  the  old  and  new 
teftamen't,  which  were  all  enumerated,  to  be  the  written 
and  infallible  word  of  God,  was  either  banithment  or 
death  for  the  fecond  offence,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  court ; 
and,  what  is  very  extraordinary,  an  inhabitant  who  was 
guilty  of  this  offence  upon  the  high  feas,  was  made  liable 
to  the  penalty. 

Burglary,  and  theft  in  a  houfe  or  fields  on  the  Lord's 
day,  were  capital  upon  a  third  conviction.  Thefe  were 
all  the  offences  which  they  made  capital. 

Larceny,  or  theft,  was  puniGiable  by  fine  or  whipping, 
and  refutation  of  treble  the  value,  and  theft  boot  by  a 
forfeiture  of  the  value  of  the  goods  to  the  government. 

The  penalty  of  dnmkennefs  was  ten  millings;  exceflive 
drinking,  three  (hillings  and  four  pence  ;  tippling  above 
half  an  hour,  half  a  crown;  profane  curling  and  fwearing, 
ten  {hillings,  and  if  more  than  one  oath  at  a  time,  twenty 
(hillings. 

I  have  feen  a  letter,  dated  about  the  year  1660,  wherein 
a  gentleman  writes  to  his  friend  in  London,  that  "  he  had 
lived  feveral  years  in  the  country,  and  never  faw  a  perfen 
drunk,  nor  never  heard  a  profane  oath." 

The,  penalty  of  profanation  of  the  fabbath  was  ten  (hil- 
lings.* 

Fornication  might  be  punifhed  by  enjoining  marriage, 
by  fine,  or  corporal  punilhment ;  and  a  freeman,  for  this 
offence,  might  be  dislranchifed,  upon  convict  ion.  -j- 

Idlenefs  was  no  fmall  offence  :  common  fowlers,  tobacco- 
takers,    and  all  other  perfons  who  could  give  no  good  ac- 
count how   they  fpent  their  time,    the   conftables  were  re-, 
quired   to  prefent  to  the  next  magiitrate ;  and  the  felect- 
men  of  every  town  were  required  to   overfee  the  families, 

and 

*  When  exception  was  taken  in  England  to  tire  laws,  that  relative  to  the  fab* 
bath,  reftraining  perfons  from  walking  in  the  ftreets  or  fields,  was  one;  but,  although 
their  charter  was  in  danger,  they  refufed  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  law. 

+  Exodus  xxii.  16,  17.  caufed  fome  doubt  whether  line  or  corporal  punithment 
was  to  be  inflidtd  for  fornication-  I  have  feveral  manufcripts  on  both  fides  the 
question. 
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and  to  diftribute  the  children  into  clafles,  and  to  take  care 
that  they  were  employed  in  fpinning  and  other  labour, 
according  to  their  age  and  condition. 

Contempt  of  authority  was  punifhed  with  great  feverity, 
by  fine,  imprifonment,  or  corporal  punifhment. 

Leffer  offences,  as  all  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  alfo  ev- 
ery offence  contra  bonos  mores,  where  there  was  no  deter- 
minate penalty,  the  court,  before  which  the  offence  was 
tried,  punifhed  at  difcretion. 

They  had  a  law  againft  flavery,  except  prifoners  taken 
in  war.  Negroes  were  brought  in  very  early  among  them.* 
Some  judicious  perfons  are  of  opinion  that  the  permifhon 
of  flavery  has  been  a  public  mifchief. 

Their  laws  concerning  marriage  and  divorce  were  fome- 
what  lingular.  I  fuppofe  there  had  been  no  inftance  cf  a 
marriage,  lawfully  celebrated,  by  a  layman  in  England, 
when  they  left  it.  I  believe  there  was  no  infbtace  of  mar- 
riage by  a  clergyman  after  they  arrived,  during  their  char- 
ter ;  but  it  was  always  done  by  a  magiflrate,  or  by  perfons 
ipecially  appointed  for  that  purpole,  who  were  confined  to 
particular  towns  or  diftricTbs.  If  a  minifter  happened  to  be 
prefent,  he  was  defired  to  pray.  It  is  difficult  to  aflign  a 
reafon  for'fo  fudden  a  change,  efpecially  as  there  was  no 
cftablifhed  form  of  the  marriage  covenant  ;  and  it  muff, 
have  been  adminiftered  many  times  in  the  new  plantations 
by  perfons  not  the  moft  proper  for  that  purpole,  confidering 
of  what  importance  it  is  to  fociety  that  a  fenfe  of  this  ordi- 
nance, in  fome  degree  facred,  mould  be  maintained  and 
preferred. -j-  At  this  day,  marriages  are  folemnized  by  the 
clergy  ;  and  although  the  law  admits  of  its  being  done  by 
a  jufticc  of  peace,  yet  not  one  in  many  hundred  is  per- 
formed by  them. |  t 

*  Joft'elyn  mentions  three  or  four  blacks  in  Mr.  Maverick's  family  at  Noddles- 
ifland  in  1638. 

+  The  Scetch  writers  tell  us,  that  by  their  laws  it  is  not  neceffary  marriages 
iltould  be  celebrated  by  a  clergyman  ;  that  the  con  fen  t  of  parties,  fignified  before 
a  magiflrate.  or  only  before  two  witneiTes,  and  without  confummatiorii  will  make 
a  marriage  valid.     ' 

X  The  publication  of  the  banns  was  very  early  required  ;  and.no  magiftraK'. 
or  other  perfon  fpecially  authorized  to  join. perfons  in  marriage,  had  authority  to 
do  it  before  the  parties  had  been  publiihed  according  to  law.  The  fame  law  was 
renewed  under  the  province  charier,  and,  after  more  than  an  hundred  )  ears  ex- 
perience, has  been  found  very  beneficial  ;  rhtie  have  been  instances,  but  they  are 

rare 


Chap.  V.]         MASSACHUSETTS.  393 

In  matters  of  divorce,  they  left  the  rules  of  the  canon 
law  out  of  the  queftion  ;  with  refpecl  to  fome  of  them, 
prudently  enough.  I  never  heard  of  a  feparation,  under 
the  firft  charter,  a  menfa  et  llioro.  Where  it  is  practifed, 
the  innocent  party  often  fuffers  more  than  the  guilty.  In 
general,  what  would  have  been,  caufe  for  fuch  a  feparation 
in  the  fpiritual  courts,  was  fufficient,  with  them,  for  a  di- 
vorce a  vinculo.  Female  adultery  was  never  doubted  to 
have  been  fufficient  caufe  ;  but  male  adultery,  after  fome 
debate  and  confultation  with  the  elders,  was  judged  not 
fufficient.  Defertion  a  year  or  two,  where  there  was  evi- 
dence of  a  determined  defign  not  to  return,  was  always 
good  caufe  ;  lb  was  cruel  ufage  of  the"  hufband.  Confatl- 
guinity  they  fettled  in  the  fame  degrees  as  it  is  fettled  in 
England  and  in  the  levitical  laws.  It  is  laid,  a  man  may 
give  his  wife  moderate  correction  without  exnofmp-  him- 
felf  to  any  penalty  in  the  law ;  our  legislators  had  more 
tender  fentiments  of  this  happy  itate,  and  a  man  who 
ftruck  his  wife  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  ten  pounds,  or  corpo- 
ral punilhment :  a  woman  who  ftruck  her  hufband  was  li- 
able to  the  fame  penalties.* 

In  teftamentary  matters,  the  county  courts  had  jurifdic- 
tion  by  law.-f-  In  the  beginning,  they  fo  far  followed  the 
civil  law  as  to  confider  real  eftates  as  mere  bona,  and  they 
did  not  confine  themfelves  to  any  rules  of  diftribution 
then  in  ufe  in  England,  and  which  afterwards  were  more 
fully  eftabliihed  by  the  ftatute  of  diftributions.  They 
conftdered  the  family  and  eftate  in  all  their  chvumftances, 
and  fometimes  affign.-d  a  greater  portion  to  one  branch 

than 

rare,  of  young  people  going  to  New-Hampfhirc,  where  licences  to  marry  are  grant- 
ed by  the  governor.  As  thefe  inflances  have  been,,  many  or'  them,  not  forihe 
moil  reputable  caufes,  their  example  has  had  but  little  influence.  Perhaps,  in  a 
few  years,  the  people  of  England  will  be  equally  well  fatisfied  with  the  provitioti 
made  by  the  late  marriage  ad,  and  no  body  will  be  at  the  pains  of  a  journey  to 
Scotland  to  avoid  conformity  to  it.  Upon  Mr.  Dudley's  being  appointed  presi- 
dent of  the  colony,  &c.  in  1686.  he  pubii:hed  an  order  of  council*  authorizing  and 
empowering  miniitets  and  juftices  or  the  peace,  the  order  fays,  "  to  conl'ummate 
marriages,"  after  three  i'everai  times  publication  or  licence  from  the  prelideut  or 
deputy. 

*  This  ftems  to  leave  the  wife  to  the  mercy  of  the  hufbandi  who  ordinarily 
inu ft  have  paid  the  fine  himielf,  or  fijffer  her  to  be  whipped. 

+  In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  it  was  faid  by  Fincux,  that  the  jurifdio 
tion  of  the  fpiritual  court  in  matter*  teftameiitary  was  but  lately  introduced  by 
cuftom. 

Vol.  1.  Cc 
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than  another ;  fometimes  they  fettled  all  upon  the  widow  j 
in  other  cafes  afligned  the  whole  eflate  to  the  adminiflra- 
tors,  or  to  any  relation  who  would  undertake  to  fupport  or 
provide  for  the  family,  and  pay  certain  funis  to  the  children 
when  they  came  to  age  or  marriage.  All  this  feems  to  be 
necefiary  in  a  new  plantation,  where  mofl  people  foon  fpent 
what  little  perfonal  eftate  they  had,  in  improvement  upon 
their  lands.  When  they  eilablilhed  a  general  rule,  they 
conformed  very  near  to  the  rules  reflecting  perfonal  eflate 
in  England,  only  they  gave  the  eldeft  fon  a  double  portion  j* 
and  in  the  real  eflate,  the  widow  generally  was  confidered 
for  her  dower  only  ;  but  flill,  according  to  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  eflate  and  family,  the  court  would  confider  the 
widow,  and  allow  her  a  greater  or  Ieifcr  part,  and  enjoin 
her  to  take  care  of  the  children  unable  to  provide  for 
themfelves,  in  proportion  to  what  flic  received.  They  had 
no  law  for  the  diflribution  of  the  eflates  of  perfons  dying 
infolvent ;  however,  as  executors  and  administrators  were 
not  held  to  prefer  in  payment  one  debt  to  another,  whether 
by  judgment,  bond  or  limple  contract,  the  uiual  way  was,, 
for  a  creditor  of  an  infolvent  perfon  to  apply  to  the  general 
court  to  appoint  commiffioners  to  examine  the  claims,  and 
alio  to  difcover  the  eftate  by  examining  upon  oath,  &c. 
and  each  creditor  was  paid  in  proportion. -f  The  common 
law  was  altered  with  refpect  to  fee  fimple  cftateS,  and  they 
defcended  to  every  child.  It  feems  very  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  eflates  in  fee  tail  would  defcend  in  like  manner,  ex- 
cept (o  far  as  the  entail  limited  or  cut  the  fee,  as  in  gavel- 
kind all  the  ions  take  as  heir  of  the  body.  Notwithfland- 
ing  this,  the  conflruclion  of  a  general  tail  was  fuch,  that 
the  heir  at  common  law  took  as  heir  of  the  body,  to  the 
exciufion  of  the  other  children.  Traitors  and  felons  might 
dii'pofe  of  their  eflates,  real  and  perfonal,  by  will,  after  len- 
ience ;  and  if  they  died  inteilate,  diflribution  was  made  as 
in  other  cafes,  there  being  no  forfeitures.  They  held  their 
lands  as  of  the  manor  of  Eafl  Greenwich  in  the  county  cf 

Kent, 

*  From  Deuteronomy  xxi.  17.  This  law  of  Mofes  extended  as  well  to  real  as 
pet  Tonal  eftate,  and  perhaps  had  as  great  weight  as  either  the  civil  law  or  the  pe- 
culiar circuinltances  of  a  new  country. 

+  About  the  year  1680,  a  law  was  made  to  enable  the  county  courts  to  ap- 
point commiffioners  to  examine  claims  to  the  eflates  of  pcrfoiib  d;  ing  infclvciu* 
and  to  diftribute  in  proportion  to  the  creditors. 
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Kent,  in  free  and  common  focage,  and  not  in  capite  nor 
by  knights  fervice.  They  ftrangely  fuppofed  that  ibcage 
tenure  included  all  the  properties  and  cuftoms  of  gavel- 
kind, one  of  which  is,  "  the  father  to  the  bough,  the  Ton 
to  the  plough.*  God  having  farbad  the  alienation  of  lands 
from  one  tribe  to  another  in  the  commonwealth  of  lirael, 
lb  among  the  firft.  laws  of  the  colony  it  was  provided,  "that 
no  free  inhabitant  of  any  town  mould  fell  the  lands  allotted 
to  him  in  the  town,  but  to  fome  one  or  other  of  the  free 
inhabitants  of  that  town,  unlefs  the  town  gave  confent,  or 
refilled  to  give  what  others  offered  without  fraud."  This 
law  could  not  continue  long  in  force.  Ail  the  valuable 
ends  were  aniwered  by  making  lands  liable  to  pay  taxes 
upon  them  to  the  town  where  they  lay,  though  the  lands 
be  not  the  property  of  the  inhabitants. 

They  made  provifion  by  temporary  laws  for  the  charges 
of  government.  This  was  done  for  divers  years  in  the  moft 
equitable  way,  by  affemng  every  inhabitant  in  proportion 
to  the  profits  of  his  whole  eftate  real  and  perfonal,  and  his 
income  by  any  ways  and  means  whatsoever.  This  is  prac- 
ticable only  in  cafes  where  the  taxes  are  not  very  heavy. 
By  impofb,  excifes  and  other  duties,  taxes  are  infenfibly 
paid,  which,  if  proportionably  laid  upon  every  individual, 
and  paid  in  one  fum  out  of  an  annual  income,  would  be 
thought  intolerable.  The  clergy,  at  all  times,  have  been 
exempt  from  all  taxes  for  their  peribns  or  eftatcs  under  their 
o.vn  improvement,  not  merely  becauie  this  was  agreeable 
to  the  levitical  law,-}*  but  becaufe  they  depended  upon 
the  people  from  year  to  year  for  their  fupport,  and  what- 
ever was  added  to  their  annual  expenfe  by  a  tax,  fo  much 
mud  have  been  added  by  the  people  to  enable  their  min- 
ifters  to  pay  it.  After  the  year  1645,  impofb  and  excifes 
were  introduced.  Where  the  officers  are  annually  ele 
by  the  people,  one  great  objection  againft  fuch  duties,  viz. 

the 

*  "  As  to  what  is  objected  againft  perfons  condemned  making  wills,  Sec.  we 
conceive  it  to  be  according  to  our  patent  and  its  original,  viz.  that  of  Eaft- 
Creenwich,  according  unto  which,  as  we  conceive,  notwithstanding  the  father's 
crime,  yet  the  children  are  to  po'lefs  the  eftate."     Maff.  Records. 

+  Upon  occafion  of  fome  difputes  with  the  clergy  at  Rome,  a  memorial  was. 
prefented,  in  which  was  this  maxim,  ««  That  the  clergy  ought  to  contribute  '» 
the  fupport  of  tne  irate,  let  the  old  teftameu:  fay  what  it  will."    Spirit  of La-.s. 

Cc  2. 
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the  influence  fuch  officers  may  have  upon  the  people's  lib- 
erty, ill  other  elections,  can  have  no  place. 

Their  military  laws  at  firrt  were  more  fevere,  every  per- 
fon  being  required  to  appear  in  arms,  in  order  for  military 
cxercife,  once  every  month.  Some  few  perfons  in  public 
oflice  were  only  excepted.  This  was  afterwards  IcfTened  to 
eight  times  in  a  year,  and  at  length  to  four.  Every  inhab- 
itant was  to  be  furnifhed  with  arms  and  ammunition.  A 
few  months  actual  fervice  againft  the  Indian  enemy,  in 
Philip's  war,  made  better  fbldiers  than  all  their  exercife  at 
home  had  done  in  forty  years. 

Upon  the  divifion  of  the  colony  into  regiments,  colonels 
and  lieut.  colonels  were  appointed  to  each  regiment.  This 
lafteJ  but  a  fhort  time;  ever  after  they  had  one  field  offi- 
cer only  to  every  regiment,  a  ferjeant  major,  and  a  major 
general  for  the  whole.  He  was  chofen  by  the  freemen. 
The  officers  of  the  feveral  companies,  ordinarily,  were  cho- 
fen by  the  companies  refpectiveiy,  and  prefented  to  the 
general  court  for  their  approbation. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  add  a  brief  account  of  their  le- 
gislative and  judiciary  forms,  and  fome  fpecial  cuftoms. 

The  magistrates  or  affiftants,  and  the  deputies  or  repre- l 
fentatives  of  the  people,  at  ftrft,  fat  together  in  one  room, 
and  lor  feveral  years  voted  together,  without-  any  difliric- 
tion,  the  major  part  of  the  whole  number  determining  the 
vote  ;  for  in  1635,  when  the  general  court  was  ordered,  for 
time  to  conic,  to  be  held  twice  a  year  only,  it  was  at  the 
lame  time  refblved,  that  inafmuch  as  in  thofe  courts  held 
by  the  magistrates  and  deputies,  there  might  arife  fome 
difference  of  judgment  in  doubtful  cafes,  therefore  no  law* 
order  or  fentence  mould  pals  as  an  aft  of  the  court,  without 
the  confent  of  the  greater  part  of  the  magiftrates  on  the 
one  part,  and  the  greater  number  of  the  deputies  on  the 
other  part ;  and  for  want  of  fuch  accord,  the  caufe  or  order 
was  to  be  fufpended  ;  and  if  either  party  thought  it  fuffi- 
cientiy  material,  a  committee  was  to  be  chofen,  one  half 
by  the  magiilratcs  and  one  half  by  the  deputies,  which 
committee  might  choofe  an  umpire,  and  by  them  the  caufe 
was  to  be  determined.  This  was  a  prudent  precaution  on 
the  part  of  the  magiftrates ;  for  their  number  being  limited, 

and 
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and  the  number  of  deputies  increafing  in  proportion  as  new 
towns  were  planted,  without  fuch  provifion  the  magistrates 
would,  in  a  few  years,  have  loft  ail  their  weight  in- the  le- 
gislative part  of  the  government.  There  is  no  record  of 
the  general  court's  fitting  and  acting  in  difcinct  and  fej  a- 
rate  hoiifes  until  the  year  164.}.  In  the  charter,  as  has 
been  obierved,  there  was  no  mention  of  a  houfe  cf  repre- 
sentatives ;  a  general  court  was  to  eonfift  of  the  magiftr;  tes 
and  freemen;  and  this  occafioned  the  difpute,  whether 
there  was  a  negative  voice  in  each  part  of  the  legislative 
body  ;  but  at  length  it  was  agreed,  that,  in  matters  of  le- 
gislation, they  fhould  act  diftinrt-and  feparate,  and  that  no 
legiflative  act  mould  be,  jptfo'  chit*  was  not  approved  by 
the  major  part  of  each  borne,  ttq  t  *$  > 

The  judicial  power,  bath i/tt  roil  frrjd  criminal  matters, 
was  at  lirtl  exercifed  by  Vl$&  court  d^lTiitants,  except  in 
cafes  cognizable  by  a  jultKeof  pea^e.  Jn  divers  cafes  of 
violent  death,  juries  of  inqueftwere  impanneled  by  the 
governor,  and  a  jury  was  alfo  impanneled  for  trial  of  any 
perfons  charged  by  the  jury  of  inqueft.  I  find  but  one 
inflance  of  trial  by  jury  in  any  cafe,  except  murder,  and 
that  was  in  an  action  of  atTault  and  battery,  until  Novem- 
ber  1633,  when  it  was  ordered  that  procefs  fhould  be  di- 
rected by  the  fecrefary  to  the  beadle,  to  warn  24  jurors, 
14  days  before  the  court,  who  were  to  be  named  by  the 
fecretary.  In  1634,  an  order  or  law  was  made,  that  no 
trial  would  pais  upon  any  for  life  or  death,  without  a  jury 
regularly  chofen  by  the  freemen.  Grand  juries  were  firft 
cftabliihed  by  law  in  September  1635.  At  the  firft  court 
afterwards,  an  hundred  offences  were  prefented. 

The  colony  increafins,  and  the  fettlements  extending- 
remote  from  the  capital,  it  was  loon  found  neceiiary  to 
make  a  divifion  into  (hires  or  counties  ;  and  courts  were 
held  in  each  county,  in  fame  four  in  a  year,  in  others  two, 
in  Yprkfhife  or  the  province  of  Main,  but  one.  Thefe 
courts  were  held  by  the  magiltrates  who  lived  in  each 
county,  or  any  other  magiltrates  who  would  attend,  toge- 
ther with  fuch  other  perfons  as  the  freemen  of  the  county, 
from  time  to  time,  mould  nominate,  and  the  general  court 
approve  of,  fo  as  to  make  five  in  all,  any  three  to  hold  a 

court, 
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court.  They  had  power  to  determine  all  civil  caufes,*  and 
all  criminal,  the  penalty  not  extending  to  life,  member,  or 
banifhment.  Grand  and  petit  juries  were  fummoned  to 
attend  them.  Appeals  from  them  lay  to  the  court  of  af- 
firmants, and  from  thence  to  the  general  court.  The  higher 
offences  againfl  law  were  cognizable  by  the  affiftants  only, 
except  upon  application,  by  appeal  or  petition,  to  the  gen- 
eral court.  In  all  actions,  civil  or  criminal,  in  which  any 
ftranger  was  a  party  or  interefted,  who  could  not  flay,  with- 
out damage,  to  attend  the  ordinary  courts  of  juftice,  the 
governor  or  deputy  governor,  with  any  two  magiftrates,  had 
power  to  call  a  fpecial  court  to  hear  and  determine  the 
caufe,  either  civil  or  criminal,  if  tnable  in  a  county  court ; 
the  record  of  the  proceedings  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  re- 
cords of  the  courts  of  affiftants.  In  divers  towns,  a  petty 
court  was  eftablitbed  for  fmall  debts  and  trefpaiTes  under 
twenty  millings  :  and  in  every  town  the  felectmen,  who 
were  annually  chofen  by  the  town,  had  power  to  hear  and 
determine  all  offences  againft  the  by-laws  of  the  town,  the 
penalty  of  which  could  not  extend  beyond  twenty  (hillings, 
and  the  by-laws  could  not  extend  to  matters  criminal  in 
their  nature,  but  were  limited  to  the  regulation  of  their 
buildings,  fences,  ftreets,  &c.  to  the  preventing  nuifances, 
and  to  other  matters  tending  to  the  convenience  and  ac- 
commodation of  the  inhabitants. 

The  ftar  chamber,  high  commiffion,  as  well  as  all  the 
ccclefiaftical  courts,  were  in  their  zenith  when  our  anceftors 
left  England,  but  they  brought  away  no  affection  for  them. 
A  difcontented  attorney,-]-  who  publifhed,  in  1642,  a  little 
pamphlet  relative  to  New-England,  fays,  that  "  in  their 

general 

*  At  firft  in  civil  caufes  they  were  limited  to  ten  pounds. 

+  This  was  one  Thomas  Lechford,  who  left  England  about  the  year  1637, 
jieing  diffatisfied,  as  he  fays,  with  the  ecclefialtical  government,  and  having  made 
himfelf  obnoxious  by  his  oppolition  to  epifcopacy.  When  he  came  to  New- 
England,  he  fays,  he  found  every  church-member  a  biihop,  and  not  inclining  to 
become  one  himfelf,  he  could  not  be  admitted  a  freeman  among  them,  but  was 
very  active  in  eenfuring  their  proceedings  in  civil  and  ectlefiaftical  matters.  The 
court  took  the  advantage  of  an  offence  of  another  nature,  his  going  to  the  jury 
and  pleading  with  them  out  of  court,  and  debarred  him  from  pleading  any  man's 
caule  befides  his  own,  and  at  the  lame  time  admonifhed  him  not  to  prefume  to 
meddle  beyond  what  he  mould  be  called  to  by  the  court.  Being  deprived  of  the 
means  of  fuppovting  himfelf,  he  returned  to  England  in  164.x,  a  zealous  epifco- 
palian.  Epifcopacy  being  declining  there,  he  had  room  to  indulge  the  ruling 
pailion,  by  attacking  Old  England  and  New  in  the  fame  piece,  to  which  he  give 
the  title  of  Plain  Dealing. 
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general  courts  and  quarter  fcflions,  the}''  excrcifed  all  the 
powers  of  parliament,  king's  bench,  common  pleas,  chan- 
cery, high  com  million,  ftar  chamber,  and  all  other  the 
courts  of  England  ;  and  in  divers  inftances  put  to  death, 
banilhed,  fined,  cut  off  ears,  whipt  and  imprifoned  for 
ecclefiafticai  and  civil  offences."  It  will  appear  from  their 
ecckfiaftieal  conftitution,  and  the  profefTed  independency 
of  the  churches,  that  there  was  no  room  for  the  exercife  of 
great  part  of  the  powers  of  the  fpiritual  courts. 

All  caufes  which  in  England  would  have  fallen  within 
the  jurifdiclion  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  were  like- 
wife  heard  and  determined  in  the  courts  of  common  law. 
There  were  divers  inftances  of  trials,  condemnations  and 
executions,  for  piracies,  murders  and  other  felonies  com- 
mitted upon  the  high  feas.  I  imagine,  the  neceffity  of  the 
thing,  that  juftice  might  be  done,  rauft  have  been  the  plea 
for  this  extraordinary  proceeding.  To  have  fent  fuch  of- 
fenders to  England,  where  they  might  have  had  a  trial,  to 
the  legality  of  which  no  exception  could  have  been  made, 
would  have  been  much  more  regular,  and  the  expenfe  at- 
tending it  mud  have  been  matter  of  little  weight,  when 
compared  with  the  putting  men  to  death  where  the  autho- 
rity for  it  was  but  doubtful,  if  even  that  may  be  faid  in 
favour  of  it. 

Their  judicial  proceedings  were  in  as  fummary  a  way  as 
could  well  conliii  with  the  prefervation  of  any  tolerable 
degree  of  method  or  order.  They  feem  to  have  not  much 
regarded  forms  in  books  of  entries.  Writs  and  proceifes 
were  not  in  the  King's  name,  and  were  very  concife,  J  find 
a  writ  in  1650  in  this  form. 

"  To  the  Marfhal  or  his  Deputy. 

"  You  are  required  to  attach  the  goods  or  lands  of  Wil- 
liam Stevens,  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  fo  as  to 
bind  the  fame  to  be  refponfible  at  the  next  court  at  Bofton, 
29th  ot  the  5th  month,  to  anfwer  the  complaint  of  Mr. 
James  Aihvood  in  an  acfion  of  debt  to  the  value  of  fifty 
pounds  upon  a  bill  of  exchange  ;  and  fo  make  a  true  re- 
turn hereof  under  your  hand.  Dated  29th  2d  month, 
1650,  per  curiam, 

Wm.  Alpinwall." 

They 
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They  did  not  trouble  themfelves  with  pleas  in  abatement. 
They  made  no  alteration,  upon  the  feveral  changes  of  gov- 
ernment in  England.  There  is  no  room  to  fuppofe  that 
the  omiffion  of  his  Majefty's  name  proceeded  from  disaf- 
fection, or  that  they  imagined  themfelves  altogether  inde- 
pendent. So  tar  as  their  dependence  was  expreffed  in  their 
charter,  it  could  not  be  difputed.  The  reasonable  and 
neceflary  connexion  between  a  colony  and  the  State  from 
which  it  Springs,  perhaps,  was  not  fully  undcrftood.  They 
were  not  long  "afraid  or  any  checks  or  refiraints  from  the 
powers  at  home.  After  a  few  years,  the  authority  of  the 
King  in  England  was  at  an  end.  The  houfe  of  commons, 
in  1642,  pafi'ed  a  rcfolve  which  fhews  the  colony  to  have 
been  a  favourite.  Both  Oliver  and  Richard  Cromwell,  dur- 
ing their  protectorates,  wrote  to  the  government  in  a  Style 
more  proper  for  one  ally  to  another,  than  for  the  head  of 
a  Sovereign  (late  to  one  of  its  branches  or  dependences. 

For  more  than  the  ten  firft  years,  the  parties  fpake  for 
themfelves,  for  the  molt  part ;  Sometimes,  when  it  was 
thought  the  caufe  required  it,  they  were  aflifted  by  a  patron, 
or  man  of  Superior  abilities,  but  without  fee  or  reward. 

Where  there  was  So  much  of  equality  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  inhabitants,  and  once  a  year  every  cilice  ex- 
pired, it  is  not  Grange  that  every  order  of  men  mould  be 
fond  of  acquiring  and  retaining  their  full  (hare  of  power 
and  authority  ;  and,  although  it  had  been  a  known  rule  in 
the  conflitution  they  came  from,  that  matters  of  evidence 
were  determinable  by  thejury^  and  points  of  law,  ordina- 
rily, by  the  court,  and  the  general  court  was  fo  SenSible  of 
the  expediency  of  this  rule,  that  in  1642  they  palled  a 
temporary  law  or  order,  "  that  in  all  trials  between  party 
"  and  party,  the  jury  fhall  find  matter  of  fact,  with  damages 
"  and  colts,  according  to  their  evidence,  and  (lie  judges  are 
"-to  declare  the  Sentence  upon  it,  or  they  may  direct  the 
"'jury  to  find  according  to  the  law,"  yet  the  jury  iel- 
dom  found  a  fpecial  verdict,  which,  a  contemporary  writer 
Says,  was  the  caufe  of  many  inconveniences.*  I  do  not 
find  that  this  law  was  ever  revived.  It  was  a  very  com- 
mon  thing  for  the  court  to  refufe  to  receive  the  verdict    f 

the. 

¥  Lpchford,  p.  j3. 
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the  jury,  and  in  this  cafe  the  caufc  was  carried  before  the 
general  court.  The  jury  fometimes  gave  their  verdict,  that 
there  were  ftrong  grounds  of  fufpicion,  but  not  furficient 
evidence  to  convict.  The  court  would  give  fentence  upon 
this  verdict,  and  punilh  for  many  oifences  which,  by  the 
evidence  upon  trial,  the  party  appeared  to  them  to  have 
been  guilty  of,  although  he  was  not  convicted  of  the  par- 
ticular crime  he  was  charged  with.  Secundum  allegata  et 
probata  was  a  rule  of  proceeding  to  which  they  did  not  con- 
fine themfelves.* 

In  criminal  profecutions,  regularlv,  a  bill  was  to  be  found 
by  a  grand  jury,  in  which  they  were  not  very  formal.  Some- 
times, the  bill  would  be  endorfed,  that  the  jury  had  ftrong 
grounds  of  fufpicion,  but  not  fufficient  evidence  to  put  up- 
on trial.  I  have  met  with  inftances  of  one  of  the  court 
(landing  up,  after  a  verdict  of  the  petty  jury  of  not  guiltv, 
in  a  capital  trial,  and  charging  the  prifoner,  in  open  court, 
with  burglary  and  theft,  which  were  not  capital,  and  a  new 
trial  ordered  upon  fuch  charge.  The  court  would  fome- 
times afk  the  pari}'  charged,  whether  they  would  be  tried 
by  bench  or  jury. 

An  attorney-general  was  not  an  eftablifhed  officer.  On 
fbme  occaiions,  a  per  (on  has  been  fpepially  authorized  to 
bring  informations  tor  the  King  or  government. -f-  The 
trealurer,  as  receiver  general  for  the  colony,  took  care  for 
the  recovery  of  public  dues.  In  criminal  matters,  a  fpirit 
of  virtue  produced  informers,  without  reproach  to  their 
characters. 

Oaths  were  adminifiered  with  no  other  ceremony  than 
holding  up  the  hand.  This  was  fufficient  to  diftinguiih  a 
witnefs  from  the  reft  of  the  court.  Killing,  or  laying  the 
hand  upon  the  book,  was  fcrupled  as  an  idolatrous  ceremo- 
ny, and  it. has  never  fince  been  practifed  in  the  government, 
nor  the  other  governments  in  New-England,  except  when 

fpecial 

*  Mr.  Hinkley,  governor  of  Plymouth,  writing  to  Mr.  Stoughton  for  advice, 
in  i68i,  he  annvers  him:  "The  teltimony  you  mention  againlt  the  prifoner,  I 
think,  is  clear  and  fuiricient  to  convjft  him  ;  but  in  cafe  your  jury  fhould  not  be 
of  that  mind,  then,  if  you  hold  yourfelves  llrictly  obliged  by  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, no  other  vet. !ict  hut  not  guilty  can  be  brought  in  ;  but,  according  to  our 
pracUce  in  this  jurifdiction,  we  lhould  puniih  him  with  lbme  grievous  punilh- 
ment,  according  to  the  demerit  of  his.  crime,  though  not  Jound  capital." 

i  Sup.  court's  records. 
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Special  commifiions  from  England,  to  take  depofitions  to 
be  uied  in  fome  cf  the  courts  of  law  there,  have  made  it 
necefiary.  There  is  no  law  to  enjoin  this,  or  reftrain  any 
other  mode.  Oaths  are  faid  to  be,  generally,  adminiftered 
according  to  the  religion  he  that  fwcars  holds  to  be  true. 
The  Chriftian  is  fworn  upon  the  gofpels,  the  Jew  upon  the 
old  teftament,*  and  the  Mahometan  upon  the  alcoran. 
To  have  the  fear  of  God  before  our  eve?  is  all  that  is  ef- 
iential  ;  and  this  is  more  likely  to  be  produced  by  a  due 
gravity  and  folemnity,  at  the  admimiflration,  on  his  part 
who  adminifters  the  oath,  as  well  as  his  who  takes  it,  than 
by  any  particular  ceremonv.  Gentlemen  who  come  a- 
mong  us  from  other  parts  of  the  Britifh  dominions  approve 
of  this  form,  and  it  is  kept  up  now,  more  from  the  decen* 
cy  of  it,  than  from  any  religious  fcruples. 

For  the  firfr.  twenty  years,  they  ufed  too  little  formality 
in  their  deeds  and  conveyances  of  the  titles  to  lands  ;  but, 
in  the  year  1651,  it  was  thought  necefiary  to  order  that  no 
eftate  of  inheritance  mould  pals,  unlcls  it  was  exprefled  in 
the  deed  or  conveyance  "  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  gran- 
tee and  his  heirs  forever,"  or  words  to  that  effect  ;  and  lb 
no  eftate  tail,  except  expreffed  "  to  the  heirs  male  of  the 
body  lawfully  begotten  forever,  or  to  the  grantee  for  life, 
or  term  of  years,"  &c. 

As  early  as  the  year  1 640,  they  made  provifion  for  a  pub- 
lic regiftry  ;  and  no  mortgage,  bargain,  fale  or  grant  of  any 
realty  was  good,  where  the  granter  remained  in  pofleffion, 
againil  any  perfons,  except  the  granter  and  his  heirs,  unlefs 
the  lame  was  acknowledged  before  a  magiftrate,  and  re- 
corded ;  and  all  grants  that  had  been  before  made  were  to 
be  acknowledged  and  recorded  within  one  month  after  the 
end  of  October  that  year,  if  the  party  was  within  the  juris- 
diction, if  not,  within  three  months  after  their  return,  other-, 
wife  to  be  void,  except  as  aforefaid. 

Every  marriage,  birth  and  death  was  likewife  regiftered, 
firft  in  the  town,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  carried  by 

the 

*  It  is  faid  by  fome  writers,  that  ftyearing  by  the  book  took  its  rife  from  the 
Jews,  who  laid  their  hands  upon  the  o]d  teftament  ;  but  our  lirft  planters,  who 
were  not  ignorant  of  this  cuftom  among  the  Jews,  attributed  it  to  their  pronenei's 
to  idolatry. 

"Cum,  ut  mos  Graecorum  eft,  jurandi  causa,  ad  aras  accederet."  Cie.fr* 
L.  C.  Balis. 
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the  town  clerk,  or  clerk  of  the  writs,  as  he  was  then  called, 
to  the  county  regifter  ;  and  every  neglecft  was  puniihed 
with  twenty  ihillings  fine. 


CHAP.  VI. 
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C  H  A  P.     VI.  . 

Of  the  original  State  of  the  Country  with  refpecl  to  the* In- 
habitants and  Soil. 

THE  Maflachufetts  firft  planters  diftinguifhed  the  na- 
tives by  four  diviiiens,  eaftefn,  weftcrn,  northern  and 
fouthern.  The  eaftcrn  people  had  t\\t  general  name  of 
Tarrateens  or  Tarrenteens  ;  they  had  their  refidence  at 
Kennebeck  and  the  other  rivers  in  the  province  of  Main 
and  country  eaft  of  it,  and  were  part  of  the  Indians  called 
by  the  French  Abenaki?.  The  feveral  fubdivifions  of  thefe 
Tarrenteens  or  Abehakis,  according  to  the  rivers  where 
they  dwelt  or  generally  refide J,  as  St.  John's,  Penbbfcot, 
Norridgewock",  Amerifcoggin,  Saco,  Sec.  were  not  known 
to  the  Englilh  until  many  years  after/*  There  was  great 
enmity  between  the  Tarrenteens  and  Aberginians,  or  Indians 
ofMafFachufetts  bay,  who,  although  they  had  been  form- 
erly a  great  people,  yet  were  lb  reduced,  that  upon  alarms 
they  would  fly  to  the  Englifh  houfes  as  to  afylums,  where 
the  Tarrenteens  durft  not  purfue  them.  The  French 
•traders  were  better  known  than  the  Englifh  to  thefe  Tar- 
renteens, and  early  planted  prejudices  againft  the  Englifh, 
which  could  never  be  eradicated.  Thefe  were  the  Indians 
who  firft  uicd  fire  arms,  which,  with  ammunition,  they  ob- 
tained from  the  French.  The  fecond  year  after  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  planters  arrived,  the  Tarrenteens  deftroyed  iorne 
of  the  Englifh  who  went  to  trade  with  them,  and  pretended 
that  they  were  drowned  ;  but  the  truth  being  difcovered, 
ibme  of  the  Indians  concerned  in  the  murder  were  taken 
and  hanged.  Although  they  refrained  from  open  hoftili- 
ties  for  above  forty  years,  yet  they  kept  no  gr.eat  correfpon- 
dence  with,  nor  Ihewed  any  afFeciion  for,  the  Englifh  colo- 
nies, but  at  ail  times  were  attached  to  the  French,  who 
{peak  of  them  as  the  moil  mild  and  docile  of  any  of  the 

Indian 

*  The  Indians  of  the  river  Saint  Francois,  viz.  the  Arefaguntacooks  and 
Weweenocks,  were  a  colony  ot  the  Abenakis  removed  from  the.eaftern  parts  of 
jSew-England  for  the  lake  of  French  neighbourhood.  They  fixed  at  firft  upou 
the  falls  of  Chaudiere,  buuioon  after  removed  to  St.  Francois.     Qhatkvrix, 
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Indian  tribes.  The  weftern  Indians  went  by  the  general 
name  of  Mohawks,*  and  under  this  name  were  included 
all  the  Indians  weftward  of  Quinnipiack  (New-Haven)  al- 
though the  Indians  of  Hudfon's  river,-}*  the  Moheganders 
or  Mackhaftders,  were  people  of  a  different  nation  and  lan- 
guage. The  name  of  Mohawks- ftruck  terror  into  the  In- 
dians who  lived  cafe  of  them. 

The  fouthern  Indians  were  divided  into  many  diftinc"t 
nations  or  tribes.  Thole  upon  Long-Ifland  and  the  main 
land  oppofite  upon  the  lea  eoail  were  accounted  among  the 
rrioft  favage  :  the  Manachufetts  Indians  had  but  Tittle 
knowledge  of  them.  There  was  another  fub-divlfion,  by 
the  name  of  the  River  Indians,  who  bad  feated  themfelves 
in  ieveral  commodious  places  upon  the  banks  of  Connecti- 
cut river.  Tlie  next  to  them  were  called  Mohegins,  be- 
tween Connecticut  river  and  the  Fequod  river,  and  upon 
fome  of  the  higher  branches  of  the  lafl  mentioned  river. 
Then  came  the  Pequods,  feated  between  and  about  New- 
London  and  Stonington,  near  to  the  fea  coaft  :  thefe  were 
fuppofed  to  be  tmong  the  mod  warlike,  active  and  daring, 
and  made  the  Narraganfets,  though  more  numerous,  ftand 
in  awe  of  them,  and  would  have  made  the  Engliih  do  fo 
likewife  if  they  had  been  owners  of  Engliih  arms,  and  un- 
derstood how  to  ufe  them  :  they  were  reprefentcd  to  have 
been  under  greater  prejudices  againft  the  Engliih,  from  the 
beginning,  than  any  other  tribe.  Next  to  the  Pequods 
were  the  Narraganfets,  who  lived  along  the  fea  coalt  from 
Stonington  round  point  Judith,  and  on  what  is  called  the 
Narraganfet  bay.  They  confided  of  icveral  lefTer  princi- 
palities, but  all  united  under  one  general  ruler,  called  the 
chief  fachem,;!;  to  whom  all  the  others  owed  fome  kind  of 

fealty 

*  Mohawks  they  were  called  by  the  Indians  of  New-England*  which  lignifies 
cannibals,  from  the  Indian  word  mobo,  to  eat.     R.  Williams. 

+  The  Indians  called  by  the  French  Loups  (Wolves)  moved  from  Hudfon's 
river.      Charlevix. 

£  Canonicus  and  Miantinomy  were  coniidered  as  having  equal  authority,  until 
the  latter  was  killed.     R.  Williams. 

The  ancient  Indians  among  the  Narraganfets  reported,  when  the  Englifls  firft 
arrived,  that  they  had  in  former  times  a  fachem  called  Taflitafluck,  incomparably 
greater  than  any  in  the  whole  land  in  power  and  itate  ;  that  he  had  only  two 
children,  a  fon  and  a  daughter,  and  not  being  able  to  match  them  according  to 
their  dignity,  he  joined  them  together  in  matrimony,  and  that  they  had  four  ibas, 
of  which  Canonicus,  who  was  iachem  when  the  Engliih  came,  was  the  elded.  ifefS. 
This  is  the  only  piece  ol  Indian  hiitoi-y  or  tradition  of  any  fort  from  the  auceitors 
of  our  firft  Indians  I  have  ever  met  with. 
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fealty  or  fubjeccion.  The  Nianticks  were  included  and 
confidered  as  a  branch  of  the  Narraganfets.  The  Narra- 
ganfets  mud  have  been  very  numerous.  None  of  the  In- 
dians were  fuppofed  to  increafe,  but  to  be  continually  de- 
creafing,  not  in  the  Engliih  colonies  only,  but  among  the 
French  in  Canada  alio  ;  and  yet  in  1675,  at  the  beginning 
of  Philip's  war,  it  was  generally  agreed  that  the  Narragan- 
fet  tribe  confifted  of  2000  fighting  men.  They  were  the 
moil  curious  coiners  of  the  wampompeag,*  and  fupplied 
the  other  nations  with  money,  pendants  and  bracelets  ;  alio 
with  tobacco  pipes  of  Hone,  iome  blue  and  fom'e  white  ; 
they  furnifhed  the  earthen  veflels  and  pots  for  cookery  and 
other  domeftic  ufes.  They  were  confidered  as  a  commer- 
cial people,  and  not  only  began  a  trade  with  the  Englifli 
for  goods  for  their  own  confumption,  but  foon  learned  to 
fupply  other  diftant  nations  at  an.  advanced  price,  and  to 
receive  beaver  and  other  furs  in  exchange,  upon  which  they 
made  a  profit  alfo.  The  Pequods  jeered  them  for  their 
indifpofition  to  war,  and  called  them  a  nation  of  women. 
The  Womponoags  were  next  to  the  Narraganfets.  Their 
fachem  was  Maifafoiet  of  YVoofamequin,  whole  chief  feat 
was  fometimes  at  Pokanocket-f  or  Sow  am,  and  at  other 
times  at  Namafket,  now  Middieborough.  The  Nipnets, 
who  were  feated  upon  iome  lerler  rivers  and  lakes  or  large 
ponds,  more  within  the  continent,  where  Oxford  now  is, 
and  towns  near  it,  were  fuppofed  to  be  tributaries  to  Maf- 
fafoiet.  The  Indians  upon  Cape  Cod,  although  not  con- 
fidered as  part  of  the  Wamponoags,  yet  were  fuppefed  to 
be  alio  under  fome  kind  of  fubjeclion  to  Mailafoict.  How- 
ever, it  is  certain,  that  when  Philip,  the  foil  of  Maflafoiet, 
had  engaged  aim  oft  all  the  other  Indians  of  the  country 
in  war  with  the  Englifli,  his  foiicitations  could  not  prevail 
with  thofe  of  Manamet  to  join  him,  but  they  adhered  to 
the  Enpliih,  and  were  a  defence  to  Sandwich  and  the  towns 

further 

*  The  pcop'e  of  New-Plymouth,  in  the  yeir  J  C27,  began  a  trade  v.iih  the 
Dutch  at  Manhados,  and  there  they  had  the  firft  knowledge  of  wampompeag, 
and  their  acquaintance  therewith  occalioned  the  Indians  01  thefe  parti  to  learn 
to  make  it.  Hull/ard.  It  is  not  probable  the  New-England  Indians  had  any 
inftrument  of  commerce:  the  Engliih  could  not  have  been  l'even  years  among 
them  without  diicovcring  it.  Argtntum  Sjf  aufum  fr  fiiii  .t>i  ir-t'.  dii  r.^gavcrint 
diblto.     Tac. 

t  Briftol. 
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further  upon  the  Cape.  There  feems  to  have  been  two 
cantons  or  fachemdoms  of  the  Cape  Indians  ;  one  extend- 
ing from  Eel  river  in  Plymouth,  to  the  fouth  more  cf  the 
Cape,  and  comprehended  what  are  now  called  ths  Maihpee 
Indians*  and  then  extended  upon  the  Cape  to  the  eaftern 
part  of  Barnftable,  and  as  far  wefiward  as  Woed's-hole., 
and  divers  petty  fachems  or  fagamores  were  comprehended 
in  this  divillon,  of  which  Maihpee  was  one  :  the  eaftern 
part  of  the  Cape  from  Nobfkuflet  or  Yarmouth  made  an- 
other fachemdom,  the  capital  of  which  was  Naufit  or  Eaft- 
ham  :  thefe  were  known  to  the  people  of  New  Plymouth 
by  the  name  of  Naufit  Indians.  The  Indians  upon  Nan- 
tucket, and  thofe  upon  Martha's  Vineyard,  are  fuppofed  to 
have  been  diftincl  and  feparate  tribes,  having  their  own 
fachems  and  fagamores.  The  Nantucket  Indians  were  a 
large  body. 

The  feveral  fcattercd  tribes  from  the  Pockanockets  to 
Pifcataqua  river,  were  called  the  Northern  Indians,  and  by 
fome  Aberginians.  There  were  many  diftincl:  fettlements, 
upon  the  lefler  channels  of  Pifcataqua  or  Newichewannock 
river.  Merrimack  aifo  had  its  receptacles,  from  the  mouth 
fifty  miles  or  more,  as  Wainoofet,  Patucket,  Amofkeag, 
^enicook,  &c.  and  Newbury  falls  was  a  noted  plantation, 
there  being  plenty  of  filh  there  at  all  feafons.  And  for  the 
fame  reafon,  and  becaufe  of  the  great  plenty  of  fhell  filh, 
at  Agawaro  (Ipf.vich)  there  was  a  noted  tribe  with  their 
fachem.  Naumkeag  (Salem  and  Marblehead)  and  Saugus 
(Lynn)  made  another  divillon.  Saugus  Indians  had  a  dif- 
tincl fachem,  known  by  the  Englifh  name  of  George,  who 

lived 

*  I  received  this  account  of  the  Cape  Indians  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawle3'i  * 
worthy  miifionary  to  the  Mathpee  tribe,  who  are  the  principal  body  of  Indians 
now  remaining  in  New-England.  The  town  of  Maihpee  confiits  of  65  wigwams, 
befides  9  wigwams  at  a  place  called  Scanton,  and  4  at  Sockanolfet,  in  the  bounds 
of  Falmouth,  who  are  likewife  under  Mr.  Kawley's  charge.  In  164S  Papmun- 
nuck  fold  lands  to  the  people  of  Barnftable,  as  being  the  chief  of  this  tribe. 
They  have  not  preferved  a  fucceflion  of  fachems,  but  for  many  years  paft  have, 
affected  government  in  imitation  of  the  form  of  government  in  the  Englilh  tovvn- 
fliips.  However,  the  great  grandfon  of  this  Papmunnuck  they  confidered  as  tha 
chief  fpeaker  in  1761.  He  died  that  year.  Another  of  his  defendants  is  now  a 
fchoolmafter,  near  four  fcore  years  of  age.  But  fome  deny  that  Papmunnuck 
was  their  chief,  and  make  Tookeuchofen  the  fachem.  There  are  as  many  adult 
'perfons  of  this  tribe  as  there  were  fourfcore  years  ago,  but  not  fo  many  children 
and  youth.  Complaints  are  made  of  the  practice  of  the  parents  in  binding  out 
their  children  as  lervants  in  Engli.h  families,  and  fome  late  attempts  have  been 
made  by  the  government  to  refrain  or  regulate  this  ^ctice. 
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lived  forty  years  or  more  after  the  Englifh  came  there. 

At  Marlachufetts,  near  the  mouth  of  Charles  river,  there 
ufed  to  be  a  general  rendezvous  of  Indians.  That  circle 
which  now  makes  the  harbours  of  Bofton  and  Charleftown, 
round  by  Maiden,  Chelfea,  Nantafket,  Hingham,  Wey- 
mouth, Braintree,  and  Dorchefter,  was  the  capital  ot  a  g;reat 
fachem,*  much  reverenced  by  all  the  plantations  of  Indians 
round  about  ;  and  to  him  belonged  Naponfet  (Dorchefter 
mills,  now  Milton),  Punkapog  (Stbughton),  WeffaguiTet 
(Weymouth),  and  feveral  places  upon  Charles  river,  where 
the  natives  were  feated.  At  Miftick  a  {agamore  was  feated, 
upon  a  creek  which  meets  with  the  mouth  of  Charles  river. 

It  is  not  poflible  to  make  a  juft  computation  of  the  num- 
ber ot  Indians  within  the  limits  of  New-England.  It  is 
agreed  that  they  looked  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  the  Eng- 
hlh  planters,  and,  when  it  was  too  late,  repented  that  they 
had  not,  by  a  general  union,  difcouraged  and  prevented 
the  firft  attempts  of  fettlements  among  them. 

The  life  of  hunters  and  fifhermen  is  faid  to  be  averfe  to 
human  focietv,  except  among  the  members  of  fingle  fami- 
lies. The  accounts  which  have  been  tranfmitted  of  the 
native?,  at  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Europeans,  reprefent  them 
to  have  been  as  near  to  a  ftate  of  nature  as  any  people  up- 
on the  globe,-]-  and  destitute  ofmoft  of  the  improvements 
which  are  the  ufual  effects  of  civil  focietv.  Some  writers^ 
tell  us,  that  hufbands  and  wives,  parents  and  children,  liv- 
ed always  in  one  room  or  wigwam,  without  any  apartments, 
and  made  no  privacy  of  thofe  actions  which  nature  teaches 
even  fome  irrational  anirna!s§  to  be  afhamed  of  in  public. 
All  agree,  that  a  young  woman  was  not  lefs  efteemed  for 
having  accompanied  with  a  man,  their  uftral  practice  being 

to 

*  The  tradition  is,  that  this  fachem  had  his  piincipa!  feat  upon  a  fmail  hill 
or  riling  upland,  in  the  midlt  of  a  body  of  faltrriarfh  in  the  townfhip  of  Dorclief- 
ter, near  to  a  place  called  Squantum,  and  it  is  known  by  the  name  of  Maffachu- 
fetts  hill,  or  mount  Mailachufetts,  to  this  day.  The  blue  hills,  lb  called,  in  the 
townfhip  of  Milton,  &c-  ar^;  called  in  Capt.  Smith's  map,  in  1614,  Chevi  hills, 
but  they  wer*  called  before  Mailachufetts  -mount.  Prince  Charles  changed  the 
name,  and  alio  gave  the  name  ot  Charles's  river  to  what  had  been  before  called 
Mailachufetts  river. 

+  Salluft's  defcription  of  the  aborigines  of  Italy  fuits  very  well  for  our  natives  ? 
'•Genus  hominum  agrefte,   fine  legibus,  fine  imperio,  liberum  aTique  folutum." 

X  Mr.  Shepard's  clear  fun-mine  of  the  gofpel,  1648. 

^  The  elephant,  the  deer,  &c.  wh©  never  couple  but  in  fecret. 
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to  live  together  upon  trial,  before  they  took  one  another 
for  hufband  and  wife.*  We  hear  of  no  inftances^of  refin- 
ed conjugal  aflection.  The  fuperior  ftrength  of  the  mari 
to  that  of  the  woman,-  inftead  of  being  employed  in  the 
molt  laborious  lervices  necefTary  for  their  mutual  fupport, 
was  made  uCc  of  to  keep  the  wife  in  fubjeclion,  and  oblige 
her  to  every  kind  of  drudgery,  not  only  to  the  carrying; 
her  children  upon  her  back  in  all  their  removes,  but  to  the 
carrying  their  provisions  and  packs  of  every  kind,  in  their 
huntings  and  other  marches.  The  women  not  only  pro- 
vided bark  and  flakes,  the  materials  of  their  houfes  or  cab- 
ins, but  were  the  houfewrights  who  built  them  ;  and  as 
often  as  the  family  moved,  for  the  fake  of  riming  or  hunt- 
ing, the  women  took  down  the  houfes  and  carried  them 
on  their  backs.  They  planted,  hoed  and  gathered  the 
corn,  and  provided  barns  (holes  in  the  ground  ceiled  with 
the  rind  of  trees)  for  the  reception  of  it  ;  not  to  mention 
their  employments  in  providing  mell-fiih  and  other  fifh 
for  the  family,  bearing  burdens  of  wood  and  water,  dreffingj 
their  food,  &c.  The  men  commended  themfelves  for  keep- 
ing their  wives  employed,  and  condemned  the  Englith 
hufbands  for  fpoiling  good  working  creatures.-  A  family 
feems,  necctfarily,  to  carry  an  idea  of  government  ;  but 
parents  had  no  authority  over  their  children.  The  ftorgee 
in  the  parent  might  be  obferved  towards  their  young.  No 
return  was  made  on  the  part  ot  the  child  ;  but  as  loon  as 

it 

*  Champhin,  who  lived  a  whole  winter,  about  1615,  among  the  Algonquins, 
fays,  "  they  have  a  fort  of  marriage  :  when  a  young  girl  arrived  t»  eleven,  twelve, 
thirteen,  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  lhe  would  have  fuitors  in  proportion  to  her 
charms,  who  would  apply  to  her  father  and  mother  ;  although,  often  enough, 
except  among  the  difcreeler  fort,  the  girls  would  not  ftay  for  their  confent.  The 
enamoured  Indian  tenders  to  his  miftrefs  a  few  belts,  shains,  or  bracelets  of  warn- 
pern.  If  the  girl  likes  him  the  will  receive  the  preienr,  and  he  conies  and  lodges 
with  her  th  ee  or  four  nights,  without  laying  one  word,  where  they  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  affections.  If.  after  a  week  or  fortnight  lpent  in  this  manner,  they 
cannot  agree,  which  is  very  often  the  cafe,  the  quits  her  lover,  who  leaves  his 
wampom  and  other  prefents  made  her.  Bifappointed,  he  leeks  another  miftrefs* 
and  ihe  another  humble  fervant,  and  continue  fo  to  do  until  two  meet  together 
who  are  agreeable  each  to  the  other.  There  are  fomc  who  pais  their  youth  thus 
with  many  fuch  hufbands,  who  have  not  the  fole  pofi'cffion  ;  for,  as  loon  as  it  is 
night,  the  young  women,  although  married,  run  from  one  wigwam  to  another, 
and  take  wfnt  they  like;  but  no  violence  is  ever  offered  to  the  women,  all  de- 
pending on  their  Content.  The  hufbuid  takes  the  like  liberty,  without  railing 
any  jealouf\,  or  but  little,  between  them  ;  nor  is  it  any  damage  or  lofs  of  reputa- 
tion to  them,  fuch  being  the  cuftom  of  the  country."  Did  ever  any  other  people^ 
in  this  refpect,  approach  neuter  to  the  brutal  part  of  the  creation? 

Vol.  I.  D  d 
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it  was  capable,  it  was  as  ready  to  refift  and  oppofe  its  parent 
as  any  other  perfon. 

Every  nation  or  tribe  bad  one  whom  they  acknowledged 
as  the  head  or  chief.  The  fori  fueceeded  to  the  father. 
If  no  fon,  the  queen  ruled  ;  if  no  queen,  the  next  of  kin  of 
the  blood  royal.*  They  gave  the  title  of  fachem  to  the 
chief,  and  fometimes  that  offagamore.  Some' fappofe  thefe 
two  titles  to  be  indifferently  uied  ;  others,  that  the  faga- 
mores  had  a.  fmall  territory,-;-  and  perhaps  were,  in  feme 
degree,  dependent  upon  a  fachem.  There  were  feveral 
fagamores  in  the  Maflachufetts  bay  :  fagamore  George, 
at  Saugus  or  Lynn  ;  John,  at  Ivlcdtord  ;  . if affaconaway ,  at 
Merrimack  ;  his' fon,  at  Wechu.fet  ;  Shawanon,  at  Nafha- 
wav  ;  and  many  others.  Mafufoiet,  the  chic:  of  the  Wctn-> 
panoag  Indians,  was  always  called  fachem  ;  fo  was  Myan- 
tinomo,  chief  of  the  Narraganfets,  and  SalTacus  of  the  Pe.- 

C  U  OG.S . 

What  power  and  authority  the  fachems  and  fagajnorcs 
had,  it  is  more  difficult  to  determine,'!.  Murdcrvand  a  bare 
attempt  upon  the  life  of  their  chief,  are  faid  to  have  been 
capital  offences.  Such  a  malefactor,  being  apprehended, 
(an  efcape  to  another  nation  was  not  very  difficult)  the  fa- 
chem called  fome  of  his  wifcit  men  together,  and  the  of- 
fender being  pronounced  guilty,  his  brains  were  beat  out 
with  a  tomahawk.  Other  puniihments  they  had  noL  We 
hear  of  no  laws.  Where  they  had  no  idea  of  property,  but 
few  laws  were  neceflary.  They  had  nothing  to  lofe,  worth 
even  any  corporal  punifhment,  much  lets  the  life  of  a  iub- 
jec~t,  where  they  were  mot  over-itocked.  Of  perfonal  inju- 
ries and  affronts  every  man  was  his  own  avenger ;  they  had 
no  religion  which  forbad  rendering  evil  for  evil.     Military 

authority 

*  Wood's  Profped. 

+  ««  The  inferior  fachems  and  fubjefts  plant  and  remove  at  the  pleafttre  of  the 
Fiigheft  and  fupreme  fachems;  and  I  humbly  coinceive  that  it  pleafeth  the  Mud 
High  te  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  bond  of  authority  over  them,  without  which  they 
could  not  long  fubfift  in  human  focieties,  in  this  wild  condition  wherein  they 
are."      Roger  Williams's  tetter  to  MaJJ'a.  Gov.   12.  $d  mo.  1856. 

X  The  earlieft  writers  reprefent  the  fachem  as  ruled  by  the  people,  rather  than 
a  ruler  of  them,  and  that  he  held  the  reins  no  longer  than  he  pleafed  the  people, 
and,  when  they  thought  proper,  rsligned  them  to  one  that  was  more  worthy,  and 
as  quietly  betook  himfelf  to  a  private  condition  as  if  he  had  never  known  any  other. 
Some  tribute  was  paid  to  lupport  the  prince.  Cutlhamoquin,  a  fachem,  com- 
plained to  Mr.  Eliot,  that  fome  of  Ids  fubjects,  after  they  became  chriftians, 
•were  more  flack  in  their  tribute  of  corn,  &c.  than  they  were  before. 
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authority  they  had  none  ;  every  man  fought,  and  ran  away, 
at  his  pleafure  ;  for  this  reafon,  they  never  could  (land  a 
body  of  Englim,  and  their  wars  between  themfelves  were 
extremely  precarious.  Uncas,  with  an  inferior  number  of 
Mohegins,  and  of  no  repute,  beat  Myahtiraomo  at  the  head 
of  the  Narraganfets,  who  held  the  Mohegins  in  contempt. 
Tlrjir  arms  were  bows  and  arrows  ;  their  captains,  only, 
carried  a  fpear.  Their  bowflrings  were  made  of  mooie 
finews.  Their  arrows  were  pointed  with  a  fmall  Hat  flone, 
of  a  triangular  form,  the  ban's  df  which  they  fattened  with 
a  leathern  firing  into  a  cleft  made  in  the  end  of  a  young 
flick  of  elder  wood  ;  and,  fimple  as  they  were,  they  did 
execution  upon  naked  bodies.  Many  of  thefe  flones,  or 
heads  of  arrows,  are  found,  to  this  day,  in  the  earth,  in 
places  where  the  Indians  uled  to  rel'ort.  After  the  arrival 
of  the  Engliih,  they  made  the  heads  of  their  arrows  of  brafs, 
fafrened  them  to  a  fmall  ftick  fix  or  eight  inches  long, 
formed  to  fix  into  the  end  of  the  pithy  elder,  which  they 
bound  round  ta  flrengthen  it.  They  feldom  miffed  their 
mark,  when  fliey  aimed  at  a  bcaflor  bird,  running  or  flying. 
In  their  wars  they  are  laid  to  have  always  engaged  in  a  loofe, 
diforderly  manner  ;  and,  as  foon  as  their  artillery  was  fpent, 
to  have  taken  to  their  heels.  The  Mohawks  fecured  their 
bodies  againft  the -arrows  of  other  Indians  by  a  covering 
of  feahorfe  fkins.  Their  principal  weapon  was  the  toma- 
hawk, a  club  two  or  three  feet  long,  with  a  knob  at  the 
end  ;  fince  they  knew  the  ufe  of  iron,  improved  by  the 
addition  of  a  fharp  pointed  hatchet  oppoiite  to  the  knob. 
Roger  Williams  fays,  it  was  their  conflant  practice  to  ftrike 
off  the  heads  of  their  dead  enemies,  at  which  they  were 
very  expert. 

They  were  remarkable  for  firm,  well- compacted  bodies ; 
ilrong  and  active  ;  capable  of  enduring  the  greateft  hard- 
lhips  and  fatigues  ;  regardlefs  of  cold,  whilfl  travelling  in 
the  feverity  of  winter.*    , Having  made  holes  in  the  ice, 

they 

*  «»  They  were  at  a  lofs  what  could  induce  the  EngHfli  to  leave  England,  and 
come  to  Americ:;.  The  mod  probable  conje&ure  they  could  make  was,  that  the 
Englifh  wanted  tewel  at  home,  and  came  over  for  the  fake  of  the  wood-  When  they 
had  burnt  up  the  wood  near  their  fettlemcnts,  they  removed  to  a  new  place  for 
the  fake  of  firing. "     R,  IVjJiiams.     The  fame  author  fays,  that  he   has  known 

them 
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they  would  fit  round  them,  upon  their  naked  bottoms, 
catching  pickrei,  breams,  pearch,  and  other  freih water  fill). 
A  (mail  pouch  of  parched  corn,  ground  or  rather  pounded 
into  meal,  and  called  nuichicke,  which  is  well  enough  tranfc 
lated  ndcake,*  would  fupport  them  feveral  days  in  their 
travelling,  when  they  could  get  no  other  provifions ;  ar.d 
iometimes  they  were  deftitute  even  of  this ;  but  after 
abftinence  they  never  failed  of  a  proportionable  indulgence, 
the  firth  opportunity  they  had  for  it,  and  would  make  up 
at  one  meal  for  all  they  had  miffed.  Their  clothing  was 
of  the  fkins  of  wild  beads ;  alter  the  Engiifh  came,  they 
began  to  ufe  woolen,  and  in  a  few  years  wholly  laid  afide 
feins.  One  of  their  old  garments  of  fkins  would  purchafe 
a  new  one  of  woolen,  and  a  good  quantity  of  ftrong  water 
or  fack  into  the  bargain.  The  men  threw  a  light  mantle 
or  covering  over  them  ;  and  although  they  wore  a  {mail 
flap,  called  Indian  breeches,  yet  they  were  not  over  nice  in 
concealing  their  nudities.-)-  The  women  were  more  mod- 
eft,  and  wore  a  coat  of  cloth  or  /kins,  wrapt  like  a  blanket 
about  their  loins  and  reaching  clown  to  their  hams,  which 
they  never  put  off  in  company  ;  and  if  the  hufband  had  a 
mind  to  fell  the  wife's  beaver  petticoat,  he  muff  have  pro- 
vided another  of  fome  other  iort,  before  he  could  prevail 
with  her  to  part  with  it.  In  winter,  the  old  men  ibme- 
times wore  a  fort  cf  troufers  o\  fkins,  faftencd  under  their 
girdles  with  buttons.  Their  ftioes  without  heels,  Which 
they  called  mockafiins,'];  were  cut. out  of  a  muofe's  hide. 
Their  ornaments  were  pendants  in  their  ears,  carved  of 
bone,  fnelis  and  fton£,  in  the  form  of  birds,  beails  or  fifties  ; 
belts  of  wampempcag  upon  their  arms,  and  hanging  down 
over  their  moulders.  Their  hair  was  cut  into  various  fqrima, 
and  ftuck  with  feathers.     Upon  their  cheeks,  and  in  many 

parts 

them  run  between  eighty  and  an  hundred  miles  in  a  fummer's  day,  and  bark  a- 
gain  within  two  ('ays.  »«  The  inhabitants  ol  Formofa  have  been  Teen  to  out-rurt 
!t  pries  in  their  full  freed-  The  Chinefe  a  Hedge-,  as  the  caufe  of  their  fwiftnefs, 
i  ..  'i  the  age  of  14  or  15,  trieit  knee;  and  loins  are  bound  exceeding  tight. '' 
D:<  Kj.Jc.     The  Americans  ae  bound  in  thi    manner  the  hrft  year  or  two  only. 

*  The  Indian  corn  boiled!  after  being  a  little  broken,  they  called  nafaump. 
Ti.e  Eogliih  c  ill  ii  lamp.      Boikd  with  clams  it  makes  a  favory  iliih. 

t  Champlain  fays,  the  men  in  Canada  generally  threw  afide  all  covering  in 
trie  lumrner,  and  that  the  women  «nd  gi'h  were  im  more  moved  at  feeing  them 
in  that  falhion  than  if  they  had  i'een  nothing  ftiange.  p.  -a^j. 

I  The  Virginians  had  the  fame-oaHic  ior  {hoes. 
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part:-  of  their  bodies,  feme  of  them,  by  incifions,  into  which 
they  convey  ed  a  black  unchangeable  ink,  made  the  figures 
of  bears,  deer,  mode,  wolves,  eagles,  hawks,  <kc.  which  were 
indel.ible,  and  generally  Jailed  as  long  as  they  lived.* 

Their  food,  in  winter,  was  birds  and  beads  of  all  forts, 
fiih.  from  the  ponds,  and  ftiell-fifh.  In  maimer,  they  had 
fifh  from  the  lea,  but  no  way  to  fave  that  or  their  meat 
from  putrefaction  ;  berries  or  all  forts,  green  corn,  beans,-}- 
and  fquaiheS.  They  boiled  their  victuals  in  earthen  pots  5 
their  l'ptts  were  fucks  fattened  in  the  ground,  cleft  a-top, 
where  they  fixed  their  meat,  and  placed  them  round  a  fire 
until  they  had  fufEciently  toafted  it.  The  earth  was  their 
table  ;  trenchers,  napkins  or  knives  they  knew  not  the  ufe 
of.  Salt  they  had  none,  nor  bread/}'  Indian  corn  boiled 
was  the  nearer!  akin  to  bread.  They  had  no  fet  meals ; 
eat  when  they  were  hungry,  as  long  as  victuals  halted  ;  arid, 
being  improvident,  not  caring  for  the  morrow,  they  and 
their  families  would  fometimes  keep  a  faft  of  two  or  three 
days  together.  Water  was  their  only  drink. §  Their 
houfhold  furniture  was  very  (mail.  A  fkin  or  mat  was 
their  bed  ;  thev  never  ufed  a  chair  or  (tool,  always  fitting 
on  the  ground. ||  A  few  earthen  and  wooden  veffels  an- 
Avered  all  the  purpofes  of  a  family.  As  they  had  no  met- 
als of  any  kind,  what  few  tools  they  had  were  of  (tone. 
Their  hatchet  and  chizzel  are  kept  as  curioflties;  the  for- 
mer fomewhat  in  (hape  like  an  iron  hatchet,  laving  that,  in- 
ftead  of  an  eye  for  the  handle,  it  had  a  neck,  where  they 
faltened   a  withe. ^[     Their  arts  and  manufactures  lay  in  a 

very 

*  Since  they  have  been  htrniflied  with  paints  from  Europe,  they  daub  their 
fares  with  vermilion,  and  fometimes  with  blue,  green,  and  other  colours. 

+  Heans,  called  in  Europe  French  beans,  are  undoubtedly  natural  to  the  coun- 
try, as  much  as  Indian  corn.  la  Canada  the  French  called  them  beans  of  Brazil, 
yvh.cn  they  firlt  found  them  among  the  natives. 

t  The  Indians  of  Canada  mixed  up  their  Indian  meal  and  water  into  a  cake, 
\vhioh  they  diied  by  the  fire.    Champ. 

\  Tobacco  was  in  general  ufe.     This  refrefhed  their  fpirits. 

|j  At  this  day,  when  hundreds  of  them  are  at  a  conference  with  any  of  the  En- 
gUfh  governments,  they  all  lit  upon  the  ground,  with  their  elbows  upon  their 
knees . 

£  Roger  Williams  fays,  he  knew  an  old  fquaw,  many  years  after  all  the 
reft  of  the  Indians  ufed  iron  hoes  for  their  corn,  who  was  fuperititioufly  attached 
to  the  clam-lhell,  and  would  never  ufe  an  Englifli  hoe,  though  three  times  more 
work  might  have  been  done  with  it  in  the  fame  time. 

'•  The  Samogitians-are  lb  given  to  fuperftition,  that  whereas  it  was  the  old  cuf- 
$£ra  of  that  country  to  till  the  ground  with  v/ooden  ploughs  and  coulters,  and 

that 


4i4  THE  HISTORY   OF         [Chap.  VI. 

very  narrow  compafs.  Their  fkins  they  drefled  by  fcrap- 
ing  and  rubbing,  and  fometimes  ftained  or  coloured  them 
with  odd  fort  of  embroideries.  They  had  a  fort  of  cordage 
or  lines,  from  the  wild  Indian  hemp,  with  which  they  made 
net^  30  or  40  feet  long,  for  taking  fturgeon.  They  had 
two  forts  of  canoes,  one  of  pine  or  chefnut  trees,  which  they 
burned  hollow,  and  then  fcraped  the  infide  with  clam-fhells 
and  oyfter-lhells,  and  hewed  the  out  fide  with  itone  hatch- 
ets. Thofe  were  generally  2  feet  wide,  and  about  20. 
feet  long  ;  the  other  fort  were  made  o(  the  bark  or  rind  of 
the  birch  tree,  with  knees  or  ribs,  and  though  eafily  broken 
upon  the  rocks  or  fhore,  yet  were  tight  and  fecure  againii 
the  waves.  Some  of  thefe  were  very  neat,  and  the  molt 
ingenious  of  any  part  of  their  manufactures.* 

They  that  (peak  mod  favourably,  give  but  an  indifferent 
idea  of  the  qualities  of  their  minds.  Mr.  Wilfon  fpeaks  of 
them,  but -with  compaffion,  as  the  mod  fordid  and  con- 
temptible part  of  the  human  fpecies.  Mr.  Hooker  fays, 
they  are  the  verier!  ruins  of  mankind  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth.  Perhaps  the  Indians  about  the  Maflachufetts  bay 
were  fome  of  the  lowed  of  the  American  nations.  We 
heaf  nothing  of  that  formality  and  order  m  their  councils, 
but  little  of  thofe  allegories  and  figures  in  their  fpeethcs 
and  harangues,  which  the  French  obferved  among  the  Iro- 
quois and  other-nations,  at  the  beginning  of  their  acquain- 
tance with  them.  Indeed,  in  their  difcourfes  together  upon, 
any  matter  which  they  deemed  important,  they  fcklom  ufed 
any  ihort  colloquiums,  but  each  fpake  his  mind  at  largo 
without  interruption,  the  red  of  the  company  giving  atten- 
tion ;  and  when  he  had  finifhed,  fome  other  gave  as  large 
an  anfwer.  They  fliewed  courtefy  to  the  Englifh  at  their 
firft  arrival ;  were  hofpitable,  and  made  fuch  as  could  eat 

their 

that  the  governor  of  one  of  their  provinces  brought  them  theufe  of  iron  ploitgh- 
lhares  for  the  eafe  of  the  labourer;  and  that  fome  years  after,  by  an  unufual  ciii- 
temper  of  the  air,  they  had  a  dear  year  or  two,  they  threw  away  their  iron  plough- 
fhares  and  fell  to  the  old  wooden  ones  again,  attributing  a  kind  of  divinity  to  the 
one  and  uniuckiuefs  unto  the  other."     fJatve/. 

*  it  1  have  leen  a  Native  go  into  the  woods  with  his  hatchet,  carrying  only  a 
balket  of  corn  with  him,  and  ltones  to  ftrike  fire.  When  he  had  felled  his  tiee  (being 
;i  chefnut)  he  made  him  a  little  houfe  or  lhed  of  the.  bark  of  it  ;  he  puts  fire,  and 
follows  the  burning  it  with  fire  in  many  places;  his  corn  he  boils,  and  hath  the 
brook  by  him,  and  fometimes  angles  for  a  little  fifh;  but  fo  he  continues  burn- 
ing and  hewing,  until  he  hath,  within  ten  or  twelve  days  (lying  thereat  his  wot£ 
(done}  ihuihed  his  boat."     R-  Willi. a;:s. 
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their  fool  welcome  to  it,  and  readily  inftrucTed  them  in 
Ranting  and  cultivating  the  Indian  corn  ;  and  fome  of  the 
i'fh  who  loft  themfelves  in  the  woods,  and  muft  other- 
wile  have  i  by  famine,  they  relieved  and  conducted 
home.  Their  manner  was,  to  come  into  the  Lnglifh  houfes 
without  knocking,  and  to  fit  down  without  ceremony.  R. 
Williams  compared  the  Quakers  to  them.  There  was  no 
trading  with  them  but  for  ready  pay.  He  that  truftcd 
them  loft  his  debt  and  his  cuftomer. 

The  principle,  or  perfuafiori,  that  all  things  ought  to  be 
in  common,*  might  caufe  hofpitality,  where  the  like  was 
expected  in  return,  without  any  great  degree  of  virtue. 
Some  pp;:  arances  there  were  of  companion,  gratitude  and 
friendihip,  and  of  grief  at  the  death  or-diitrefs  of  their 
.children  or  near  relations  :  fome  degree  of  theie  fecial  af- 
fections is  infeparable  from  human  nature.  Vices  they  had 
many.  They  were  falfe,  malicious  and  revengeful.  The 
leaf):  injury  caufed  in  them  a  deadly  hatred,  which  could 
never  be  allayed.  They  were  infinitely  cruel  to  their  ene- 
mies, cutting  and  mangling  their  bodies,  and  then  broiling 
them  alive  upon  hot  ernbe/s,  and  inflicting  the  molt:  ex- 
quifite  torments  they  could  invent.  They  were  not  known 
to  feed  upon  the  flefh  of  their  enemies  after  the  Englifh 
came  among  them,-}*  The  men  were  lazy  and.  idle,  never 
employing  themfelves  about  any  other  buhnefs  than  what 
was  of  abfolute  necefiity  for  their  fupport,  and  fuch  as  the 
women  were  not  capable  of.  More  dirty,  foul  and  fordid 
than  fwine,  being  never  lb  clean  and  fweet  as  when  they 
were  well  greafed.;|;     Drunkards  they  were  not ;    but  the 

only 

*  An  Indian  gift  is  a  proverbial  expretfion,  fignifying  a  prefent  for  which  an 
equivalent  return  is  expected. 

+  Champlain  fays,  the  Algonquins  took  the  heart  of  one  of  their  enemies  kil- 
led in  battle,  cut  it  ifito  pieces,  and  gave  it  to  his  brother  and  feveral  other  prif- 
oners  to  eat,   who  took  it  into  their  mouths,  but  would  not  fwalloW  it. 

A  journal  of  a  French  officer  in  Canada,  which  was  taken  on  board  a  fmall  vef- 
fel  in  the  Weft-Indies,  gives  an  account  of  a  feail  made  by  fome  of  the  Indians 
who  were  at  the  taking  of  Fort  William  Henry,  at  which  they  facrificed  fome  of 
the  Englifh  prifoners,  boiled  their  fieih,  and  forced  the  other  priloners  to  eat  it. 

+  I  have  feen  a  great  half  naked  Indian  fitting  at  a  fmall  difta nee  from  the  gov- 
ernors and  o«mmiffioners  of  feveral  of  the  colonies,  in  the  micift  of  a  conference, 
picking  lice  from  his  body  for  half  an  hour  together,  and  cracking  them  between 
his  teeth. — One  of  the  laws  our  Indians  made,  upon  their  firft  pietences  to  civil- 
ity, laid  a  {mall  penalty  upon  fuch  as  cracked  lice  with  their  teeth.  The  Hot- 
tentots iiad  the  lame  tafte.  ««  They  plead  in  excufe  the  law  of  retaliation,  and 
urge  that  it  is  no  flume  to  eat  thofs  that  would  eat  them."     Koike?? i  voya.  £?<•, 
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only  reafon  was,  they  had  nothing  that  would  intoxicate 
them.  As  loon  as  they  had  a  tafte  of  the  Englifh  fade 
and  ftrong  waters,  they  were  bewitched  with  them,  and  by 
this  means  more  have  been  deftroyed  than  have  fell  by  the 
fword.  The  Englifh  women  had  nothing  to  fear,  as  to  any 
attempt  upon  their  honour.  The  fame  obfervation  is  made 
of  the  Canada  Indians,  with  refpect  to  the  French  women. 
La  Hontan,  a  French  author,  who  has  given  a  different 
account,  is  charged  with  a  fondntfs  for  embellifhing  his 
memoirs,  and  being  very  credulous.  They  had  their  choice 
among  their  own  women.  We  have  but  litttle  reafen  to 
wonder  that  fo  few  Englilhmcn  incline  to  cohabit  with  In- 
dian women. 

They  had  fome  fports  and  games  with  which  they  fome- 
times  diverted  thcmfelves.  Football  was  the  chief,  and 
whole  cantons,  would  engage  one  againfl  another.  Their 
goals  were  upon  the  hard  lands,  as  even  and  firm  as  a  board, 
and  a  mile  or  more  in  length  ;  their  ball  not  much  larger 
than  a  hand  ball,  which  they  would  mount  in  the  air  with 
their  naked  feet,  and  fomctimes  would  be  two  days  together 
before  cither  fide  got  a  goal.  They  had  two  principal 
games  of  chance  ;  one  they  called  puim  ;  this  was. much 
the  fame  with  a  game  Charlevoix  mentions  among  the 
Miamis,  which  he  calls  jeu  des  pailles,  or  the  game  of  ftraws. 
They  took  a  number  of  packets  of  fmall  flicks  or  ftraws, 
unequal  in  number  but  near  of  a  fize,  and  fhufflirjg  them 
together,  he,  to  whofe  lot  the  higheft  number  fell,  was  the 
forwarder!:  in  the  game.  Another  game  they  called  hub- 
bub, the  fame  the  French  called  jeu  de  plat,  the  game  of 
the  difh  among  the  Hurons.  They  took  five  fmall  pieces 
of  bone,  flatter  than  a  die  and  longer,  black  on  the  one  f  de 
and  white  on  the  other,  thefe  they  put  into  a  fmall  wooden 
tray  or  platter,  and  giving  it  a  ftroke  on  the  ground  the 
bones  all  flew  into  the  air,  and  the  gamefters  whilk  their 
hands  to  and  fro  among  the  bones,  and  then  fmite  thenv- 
felves  on  the  breaft  and  thighs,  crying  out,  hub,  hub,  hub, 
fo  as  to  be  heard  at  a  great  diftance.  According  as  the 
bones  happened  to  be  more  or  lefs  of  one  colour,  fo  they 
won  or  loft.  Whilfl  any  one  continued  to  win  he  held  the 
tray,   and  upon  his  lofing  gave  it  to  the  next.     The  Ne-: 

erces 
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groes  in  Guinea  have  a  game  of  the  fame  fort,  which  they 
call  paw-paw.  Shooting  at  marks  was  a  diverfion  for  their 
children,  as  foon  as  they  were  capable  of  drawing  a  bow. 
Swimming,  running  and  w refiling  they  were,  as  early,  ac- 
cuflomed  to.  Their  hunting  and  timing,  being  all  they 
did,  which  could  be  called  labour,  for  their  maintenance  or 
fupport,  ferved  alio  as  diverfions.  Deer,  moofe  and  bears 
were  their  chief  objects.  Wolves,  wild  cats,  raccoons,  ot- 
ters, mufquafhes,  and  even  beavers,  were  not  much  regarded, 
until  the  Englifh,  from  the  value  they  kt  upon  their  fkins 
or  furs,  encouraged  the  purfuit  of  them.  Bcfides  their  bows, 
tliey  had  other  devices  to  take  their  game,  fometimes  by 
double  hedges  a  mile  or  two  in  length,  and  a  mile  wide  at 
one  end,  and  made  narrow,  by  degrees,  until  they  came  to 
a  gap  of  about  fix  feet,  againft  which  they  lay  hid  to  (hoot 
the  deer,  as  they  came  through,  in  the  day  time  ;  and,  at 
night,  they  Cct  deer  traps,  being  fprings  made  of  young 
trees.  They  had  their  traps  alfo  for  beavers  and  otters. 
Their  ordinary  liming  was  with  hooks  and  lines.  They 
made  their  hooks  of  bones,  their  lines  of  wild  hemp,  ftronger 
and  neater  than  the  Englifh  lines.*  They  had  a  way  of 
taking  flurgeon  by  lighting  a  torch  made  of  birch  bark, 
which  weaving  to  and  fro  by  the  fide  of  their  canoe  would 
delight  the  flurgeon  and  caule  them  to  come  tumbling  and 
playing,  throwing  up  their  white  bellies,  into  whieh-thc 
Indians  flruck  their  fpears  or  darts.}-  The  fturgeq'ns'  bacl^ 
were  impenetrable.  They  had  grand  hillings  at  the  feveral 
falls  of  the  rivers,  at  mofl  of  which  a  canton  or  company 
of  Indians  had  their  chief  refidence,  and  at  fixed  feafons  the 
feveral  neighbouring  cantons  met  by  turns,  partly  for  re- 
creation and  partly  to  make  provifion  for  the  year.  During 
thefe  meetings,  all  that  came  were  at  home,  and  had  all 
things  in  common  ;  and  thofe  who  had  entertained  their 
neighbours  expected  the  like  kindnefs. 

Religion  they  had  as  little  as  can  well  be  imagined. 
Some  notions  they  had  of  a  future  ftate,  a  mahometan  par-: 

adift, 

*  Douglafs  fays,  they  had  no  threads  of  flax,  hemp  or  any  other  herbs  ;  b/ut 
Jhe  earlieft  accounts  or  the  Maflachufetts  Indians  atfert  the  contrary,  and  Cham- 
plain  fays  that  it  was  part  of  the  employment  of  ttiG  Indian  women  of  Canad^t  to 
twift  the  wild  hemp,  and  make  it  into  nets  for  fhhing. 

+  The  natives  of  the  Canary  ifiands  happened  to  hit  upon  the  fame  way  of  tak- 
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adife,  where  they  wire  to  folace  themfelves  in  fruitful  corn* 
fields  and  fine  flowery  meads,  with  pleafant  rivers  to  bath 
in;  curious  wigwams,  provided  for  them  without  any  la- 
bour of  their  own  ;  hunting,  fowling  and  fiihing,  without 
any  wearinefs  or  pains  to  moleft  them  ;  but  at  the  door  was 
a  fnarling  animal,  who  denied  a  peaceful  entrance  to  ail 
unworthy  of  it.*  This  can  fed  them  to  bury  the  bows  and 
arrows  of  the  deceafed  with  their  bodies,  to  affright  or  re- 
pel Cerberus  ;  and  good  ftore  of  wampompeag,  to  purchafe 
ibme  peculiar  favours  or  privileges. -f*  Their  enemies,  and 
others  unworthy  the  joys  of  elyfium,  they  coniigned  to  an 
eternal  habitation  and  place  of  torment.  However  warm 
ibme  of  their  imaginations  might  be,  it  is  agreed  that  in 
gene.'  greater  fears  of  death,  discovered  by 

the  diftrefs  and  defpair  of  the  dying  perfon,  and  the  fighs 
and  groans  of  the  furviving  parents  or  near  friends,  who 
mourned  without  hope.  Idolatry ;|;  there  were  no  figns  of 
among  them.  They  acknowledged  a  God,  whom  they 
mentioned  by  the  word  Ketan  ;  he  gave  them  rain  in  time 

of 

*  Wood's  profpect- 

t  They  funpofe  I  the  fouls  of  all  g-ert  and  good  men  and  women  went  away  to 
th&fouthwe/t.     A  fouthweft  wind  ordinarily  makes  fair,  pleafant  weather.    In  the 

and  f'limner,  hear  the  feai  in  the  afternoon  it  frequently  futceeds  a  raw 
■•  iud  from  the  foulh  to  foutheaft  blowing  from  the  fea  all  the  forenoon  la  the 
country  from  whence  this  pleafant  wind  came,  they  concluded  the  divinity  would 
cboofc  to  refide.  R.  fPi/iumts.  This  agrees  exactly  with  the  accounts  the  full 
tatt- India  voyagers  give  of  the  Japanei'e. 

t  Amongft  Mr.  Eliot's  manuscripts  I  find  the  following  ftory.  "  This  fpring 
time  in  the  year  1653,  being  fundry  days  at  Pautucktt,  and  fpending  a  fabbath  a- 
mciig  them,  there  was  a  woman  at  the  meeting  who  had  a  fmal!  brafs  image  of  a 
man  about  her  neck,  hanging  by  a  firing  fattened  about  the  neck  of  the  image  ;  1 
obferved  it,  but  thought  little  of  it  :  alterwanis  when  I  thought  to  have  gone 
away,  my  horfe  li  ;d  run  and  gone  homeward,  as  they  found  by  his  footing,  where- 
upon I  lent  fome  after  my  horfe,  and  purpofed  to  have  gone  on  foot  after  till  they 
met  me  with  my  horfe.  Many  being  gathered  together  to  take  leave  of  me, 
among  the  reft  there  was  that  woman  with  an  image  about  her  neck  ;  I  afked  her 
why  (he  wore  it  there  ;  ll.e  roundly  and  readily  anfwered  me,  I  pray  unto  it. 
Why,  fays  1.  do  you  account  tiiat  to  be  your  god  ?  She  as  readily  anlwered  me, 
yes.  At  which  I  marvelled,  having  never  feen  the  like  before  at  any  place  I  ever 
came  to.  1  therefore  dedaied  to  her,  and  to  the  company  about  us,  the  greatnefs 
of  the  fin  of  idolatry.      I  urged  the  fecond  commandment.      I    fhewed  how  much 

•juld  be  demolifhd.  I  defired  her  to  give  it  to  me,  that  I  might  demoliih 
it ;  but  ihc  refilled.  I  offered  her  half  a  crown  for  it,  but  (he  was  not  willing. 
'  Perceiving  it  was  tied  with  a  riding  knot,   I  Hipped  the  knot,    and  flipped  off  the 

,  then  fie  f welled  with  anger,  and  cried.  I  prefent'y  gave  her  halt  a 
crow  n,  which  fhe  took,  but  was  not  pacified.  I  told  the  company,  the  firft  pond 
1  came  to  I  would  caft  it  in.  When  I  departed,  the  woman  girt  up  her  loins  and 
ran  after  me;  when  I  perceived  it,  I  afked  her  whither  (he  went  ;  the  anfwered, 
whither  1  went,  and  >he  would  not  leave  me  fo  long  as  I  had  her  god  about  me. 
it  began  to  rain,    which  was  fome  difcouragement  to  my  going  forward  ;    then  I 

conlidered 
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of  drought,  and  fair  weather  after  great  rains.  Upon  him 
they  had  their  firft  dependence  for  recovey  from  ficknefs ; 
but  if  he  foiled  them,  they  applied  to  their  povvows,  which, 
it  is  moft  likely,  brought  upon  them  the  charge  of  wormir- 
ping  the  Devil.  The  powows  the  Englilh  called  their  pr 
We  have  many  idle  (lories  of  the  intercourfe  they  had  with 
the  Devil.  Their  craft  was  in  danger  from  the  preachers 
of  the  gofpel,  who  condemned  their  cheats  and  juggles  as 
diabolical ;  and  they  were  great  oppoiers  of  the  gofpel,  and 
threatened  the  new  converts  with  death  and  defr.rucr.ion  ; 
and  many  were  fo  intimidated,  that  the  powows  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  fafcinated  or  bewitched  them.  Paiia~ 
conaway,  agreaLfagamore  upon  Merrimack  river,  was  the 
mod  celebrated  powow  in  the  country.  He  made  the  In- 
dians believe  flrange  things  ;  that  he  could  make  water 

burn, 

eonfidered  that  this  a6l  of  mine*  in  taking  away  and  abolifh'mg  the  idol»  was 
neither  fo  proper  nor  10  valid  as  it  would  be  if  the  rulers  and  fachems  ihould  do 
it — I  refolved  to  return,  and  did  fo,  and  the  woman  after  me.  When  I  came  to 
the  wigwam,  there  being  four  fachems  prefent  which  prayed  to  God,  I  defired 
them  all  to  come  together.  Being  come,  I  told  them  tint  feeing  the  rain  had 
driven  me  back,  God  would  not  have  me  yet  to  go,  but  fomewhat  elfe  is  to  bo 
done  about  this  idol  and  the  fin  of  idolatry,  and  becaufe  the  woman  is  not  con- 
tent with  what  I  have  done  I  do  commit  the  matter  and  the  idol  unte  you  to 
judge.  So  I  laid  it  upon  the  ground  before  them  where  they  fat,  and  went  to 
ronier  with  the  company.  When  they  had  fat  about  half  an  hour  in  confuta- 
tion, they  defired  the  company  .to  come  before  them,  which  they  did.  They  faid 
they  had  agreed  upon  their  judgments,  ift,  That  the  act  in  taking  away  the  idol 
was  svell  done.  2dly,  That  one  man  ihould  be  appointed  to  deniolhh  the  idel> 
and  three  others  for  wiuiefies  that  it  was  done.  3 d  1  >' ,  They  adjudged  the  idola- 
trefs  to  be  a  great  tinner,  yet  as  it  was  the  firft  time,  and  She  had  done  it  igno- 
rantly,  therefore  they  would  fpare  her,  yet  they  did  all  one  after  another  reprove 
her  very  folemn!y.f  Alter  execution  was  done  upon  the  idol,  one  declared  that  hs 
underftood  there  were  lb  me  more  idojs  like  to  that,  in  other  houfes.  I  requeued 
the  fachems  to  fend  for  tliofe  alio-  The  officer  or  cor.ftable  went  well  guarded* 
and  ptefently  brought  a  bright-b'rafs  image  or  feraphim  with  his  wings  fpread,  to 
the  fachems,  who  prefently  palled  the  fame  judgment  they  had  done  upon  the 
former,  and  it  was  executed  accordingly.  I  afked,  how  it  ihould  come 'to- pafs 
that  there  fhould  be  fuch  idolatry  here,  and  in  no  place  elfe  that  I  had  heard  of. 
They  rendered  this  reafon  :  That  being  the  moft  northerly  place  that  I  refort  to. 
fome  of  thofe  Indians  have  commerce  with  the  Indians  that  are  yet  more  north- 
erly, who  hive  commerce  with  thofe  whom  the  French  teach  to  pray  to  fuch 
idols,  therefore  they  tiiink  the  idols  and  idolatry  come  from  them. 

The  Ocpai  of  the  Algonquins,  or  French  Indians,  was  the  fame  with  the  powow 
of  the  Englifh  Indians.  Champlain  fays,  that  what  caufed  it  to  be  fuppofed 
they  intended  the  devil,  was,  that  when  they  faw  a  man  do  any  thing  extraor- 
dinary, or  have  any  extraordinary  qualities,  as  a  brave  warrior,  or  a  furious  fel- 
iaw  to  the  degree  ot  madnefs,  they  cailed  him  Oqui.  That  fome  of  thefe  Oquis 
undertook  to  heal  the  lick,  cure  the  wounded,  and  to  foretell  future  events.  The 
Oquis  perfuaded  the  fick  to  cauie  feafts  to  be  made,  that  they  might  have  a  fhare 
in  them,  and  to  perform  many  ceremonies  in  hopes  of  a  ifpeedycure.  Sometimes 
th'e  phyfician  acquired  reputation  by  the  fqdflen  reftoration  of  the  patient  ;  but 
if  they  were  very  ill,  the  horrid  noife  and  uitluibance  the  Oqui  made,  was  much 
rnore  likely  to  kill  than  to  cuie. 
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burn,  roc;;"  move,  and  trees  dance,  and  meCamorphife  him* 
felf  into  a  flaming  man  ;  that  in  winter  he  could  raife  a 
green  leaf  out  of  the  aihes  of  a  dry  one,  and  produce  a  liv- 
ing fnake  from  the  fkin  of  a  dead  one.* 

When  the  powow  was  fent  for  in  any  malad}*,  after  a 
hideous  bellowing  and  groaning,  he  made  a  flop,  and  all 
(he  auditors  with  one  voice  uttered  a  fhort  note,  and  then 
the  powow  renewed  his  roaring,  uniting  his  naked  breaft 
and  thighs,  and  jumping  about  until  he  foamed  at  the 
mouth.  The  patients  were  frequently  cured  of  ima- 
ginary diftempers,  by  thefe  ridiculous  pranks  -3  and  fuch 
inftances  of  recovery  worked  upon  the  credulity  of  the  In- 
dians, fo  far  as  to  make  them  to  fuppofe  the  powows  could 
heal  them,  and  poifon  them,  when  they  pleafed.  The  lat- 
ter was  the  eafieft,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  they  had 
enough  of  the  Devil  in  them  to  do  it,  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  fraud  and  raife  their  characters,  Thefe  poor  deluded 
creatures  were  foon  convinced  that  the  Eno;lifh  medicines 
had  a  healing  virtue  beyond  all  the  charms  of  the  powows. -f 
There  is  a  noted  inftance  of  Mr.  W  inflow,  the  governor 
of  Plymouth,  his  reviving  old  Maflafoiet,  by  the  help  of  a 
dofe  of  mithridate,  when  given  over  by  his  own  phyficiarts-. 
Mr.  Mayhew,  vifiting  the  ion  of  Towancuartick,  a  fagar 
vaot'j  at  Martha's  Vincvard,  who  was  ill  of  a  fever,  and 
whom  the  powows  pronounced  a  dead  man3  let  him  blood, 
and  lie  foon  recovered.;!;  Many  of  the  powows  became 
converts  to  .Mr.  Eliot  and  Mr.  Mayhew-;  among  the  refc, 
Paffaconaway,  the  fagamore  already  mentioned.  Some 
of  the  converts  gave  this  account,  that  "  when  any  of  the 
4i  Indians  fell  into  a  ftrange  dream,  wherein  Chepian  ap- 
"  peared  unto  them  as  a  ferpent,  the  next  day  they  tell  the 

"  other 

*  They  had  a  tradition,  that  a  crow  brought  the  firft  grain  of  Indian  corn  ; 
and  although  this  bird  often  robbed  their  fieldst  not  one  Indian  in  an  hundred 
woul'd  kill  them.     K.  Williams. 

•i  "  I  find,  by  God's  blefling  on  fame  means  ufed  in  phytic  and  chirurgery, 
they  are  already  convinced  of  the  folly  of  powowing,  and  are  eafily  pe'fuaded  to 
give  it  over,  as  a  finful  and  diabolical  practice."    Mr.  Eliot's  letter,  Nev.  12,  164b. 

X  Their  fweatirgs  in  their  hot-houfes  was  a  more  rational  remedy  than  the 
powowing-  By  thefe  they  are  faid  to  have  enfily  got  rid  of  the  French  difeafc. 
The  Six  Nations  make  ufe  of  a  plant,  whtjch  they  pretend  is  a  fpecific  for  that 
diitemper,  but  make  a  fecret  of  it.  I  will  mention  an  inftance  of  their  fagacify. 
Obferving  that  the  rr.ufquafh  fed  freely  up>n  the  hemlock  without  hurt,  they 
tpok  out  the  ftomach  of  the  animal,  dued  and  pulverized  it,  and  gave  it  to  thcij; 
children  who  had  eaten  01  the  plauti  and  found  it  to  be  an  antidote  for  thepoifoftt 
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"  other  Indians  of  it,  and,  for  two  days  after,  the  reft  of 
"  the  Indians  dance  and  rejoice  for  what  they  tell  them 
'*  about  this  ferpent,  and  fo  they  become  their  powows." 
Being  a&ed  what  thefe  powows  do,  and  what  ufe  they  are 
of;  they  faid,  "  ther  principal  employment  was  to  cure 
"  the  fick,  by  certain  odd  geftures  and  beating  themfelves, 
"  and  then  they  Ih  ill  pall  oat  the  ficknefs  by  applying  their 
*'  hands  to  the  fick  perfon,  and  Co  blow  it  away."  This 
account  was  given  to  Kir.  Eliot,  who  made  this  inference, 
ifc  fo' that  their  powows  arc  great  witches,  having  fellowship 
t,:  with  the  old  ferpent,  to  whom  they  pray,  and  by  whofe- 
"  means  they  heal  fick  perfons,"  &c.  Some  of  them  were 
jugglers  ;  and,  without  arriving  to  any  great  degree  of  per- 
fection, they  might  raife  the  admiration  of  the  generality 
of  their  bloekifh  countrymen.  However,  the  contempo- 
raries of-the  aboriginals  all  (ay,  that,  befides  the  Ketan,  or 
their  good  fpirit,  they  had*  (bine  notion  of  an  evil  fpirit, 
which  is  fometimes  called  Chepian,  but  generally  Abamo- 
cho,*  lord  of  thole  infernal  regions  to  which  they  confign- 
ed  their  enemies.  Mr,  Mayhew,  in  a  letter  dated  in  1650, 
relates  a  converfation  between  Htacoomes,  a  chriftian  In- 
dian, and  Myoxco,  a  chief  man  of  a  place  at  the  Vineyard. 
Myoxco  demanded  how  many  Gocb-f  the  English  worlhip- 
ed  ;  and  being  anfvvered,  one,  he  reckoned  up  about  37 
principal  gods  he  had  ;  and  dull  I,   laid   he,  throw  away 

The 


thefe  vi  sods  for  one  ?  f 


*  "  The  Indians,  who  bad  never  feen  any  man  blacker  than  themfelves,  hap- 
pened to  fpy  a  Negro  a-top  of  a  tree  who  had  loft  his  way,  ran  10  the  next  plan- 
tation to  inform  the  Engliih  that  they  ha  1  teen  Abamucho,  and  to  entreat  their 
aftiftance  to  conjure  him  down.  The  Engliih  went  out,  and  found  tlie  poor 
wandering  black,  anil  conducted  him  to  ins  mafter. "     Wood. 

Qnety,  Whether  it  was  not  as  natural  for  them  to  hav*  taken  the  firft  whit  a 
man  they  faw  lor  Abamochoi  as  the  full  black>  their  own  colour  being  a  medium 
between  both. 

+  Mr.  Eliot,  in  tranQating  the  bible,  could  find  no  Indian  word  for  Cod.  la 
the  prayers  and  fermons  made  by  the  Indians  in  their  own  language,  ti.  y  ha  e 
been  taught  to  ufe  the  word  Jehovah,  or  the  Engliih  words  God  or  Lord.  R. 
Williams  ules  the  Indian  word  Munitoo,  by  which  word  they  feem  rather  to  have 
exprefl'ed  their  admiration  at  any  thing  which  excelled,  whether  animate  or  in- 
animate- 

X  Roger  Williams  fays,  that  when  they  f«iw  one  man  excel  others  in  wifJom, 
valour,  ftrength,  &c,  they  would  Aj  out,  he  is  a  god.  And  when  they  heard  of 
the  Engliih  lhips,  houfes,  and  manner  ot  plowing  their  fields,  'they  pronounced 
that  they  were  gods.  By  their  eaftern,  Weftern,  fouthern  and  northern  gods, 
which  the  lame  author  fpeaks  of,  they  probably  intended  no  more  than  the  chief 
f^amores  of  the  leveral  places  to  which  fouls  went.  Tnia  is  very  confident  vsiJi 
the  grofs  notions  they  had  of  a  i'u'.ure  itate,  I 
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The  Indians  of  Canada,  according  to  Charlevoix,  had 
an  infinite  number  of  genii,  or  fubaltern  fpirits,  good  and 
bad,  who  had  their  particular  worlhip.  Very  circumftan- 
tial  accounts  have  been  publiihed,  by  the  French  writers,- 
of  the  religious  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  northern  In- 
dians, their  feafts  and  fails,  their  priefls,  and  even  their  nuns 
or  veftal  virgins  ;  which  accounts  have  either  been  too  ea- 
lily  received,  or  eife  the  northern  differed  much  from  the 
more  fouthern  Indians,  who,  at  beft,  gave  themfelves  but 
little  concern  upon  any  point  of  religion.  A  deep  inquiry 
into  futurity  could  not  confift  with  that  indolent  Irate  of 
mind,  which  they  made  the  fummit  of  all  happinefs.  An 
Indian  convert  diicourfing  with  Woofamaquin,  the  great 
fachem,  he  inquired  of  the  convert,  what  worldly  good 
things  he  had  gained  by-his  new  religion  ;  and  not  receiv- 
ing a  fatisfa&ory  anfwer,  gave  himlelf  no  further  thought 
about  it.  Mr.  Mayhew  *  fays,  that  upon  the  firft  propo- 
ials  of  religion  to  them,  they  generally  made  thtle  three 
inquiries  :  i.  What  earthly  riches  they  fhould  get.  2. 
What  approbation  they  fhould  have  from  other  fagamores 
and  governors.  3.  How  they  fhould  come  off  from  the 
powows.-f- 

Many  people  pleafed  themfelves  with  a  conjecture,  that 
the  Indians  in  America  were  the  dependents  of  the  ten 
tribes  of  Ifrael.  There  was  as  little  affinity  between  the 
Indian  and  the  Hebrew  language,  as  between  the  languages 
of  any  two  naiions  upon  the  earth  ;  and  the  New-England 
Indians  had  no  one  cuftom  peculiar  to  the  Ifraelites,  except 
that  of  the  feparation  of  the  women  on  certain  occaiion?. 
This  cuftom  obtained  among  moft  of  the  nations  upon  the 
continent.  The  French  fpeak  of  others,  viz.  that,  at  cer- 
tain repafts,  they  never  make  ufe  of  knives  ;  it  is  not  pro- 
bable 

I  began  to  lufpeel,  fom  this  inftance  of  plurality  of  gods,  forr.ething  Irks  the 
mythology  of  the  ancients.  Romului  in  ceelo  cum  diis  agit  <sevu»i.  Cic-  But  I 
have  no  where  met  with  any  evidence  c*f  their  making  any  of  their  deceafed  heroes 
the  objedis  of  their  religious  worlhip,  nor  lb  much  as  pfeferving  the  remembrance 
oi  their  names  ;  and  it  is  probable  the  Indians  run  over  a  number  of  names  to 
impofe  upon  Mr.  M.iyhew,  or  to  get  rid  of  his  importunity,  and  that,  from  this 
authority  only,  other  wiiters  have  mentioned  a  plurality  of  gods. 

*  His  letter  to  the  corporation,  1650. 

-t  R.  Williams  fays,  that  when  he  had  difcourfed  of  the  creation,  of  the  foul, 
of  the  danger  of  it,  and  the  faving  of  it,  they  sflented  ;  but  when  he  lpake  of  the 
rciurreclion  of  tiie  body,  they  cried  out,  we  will  never  believe  this. 
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bable  they  ever  had  any  to  ufe,  on  any  occafion,  until  they 
were  brought  to  them  from  Europe  ;  they  called  the  firft 
iln,  Knitemen  ;  that  they  never  break  the  bones  of  the 
b  <Jh  they  eat,  and  that,  in  fome  of  their  fcgigs,  you  may 
diftinguiih  the  word  Hallelujah.  One  Capt.  Cromwell,  a 
rich  bucanier,  who  died  at  Boifton  about  1 64.6,  allured  gover- 
nor Dudley,  that  he  had  (eon  Indians  to  the  fouthward  cir- 
cumciied. '  This  increafed  theiaith  of  many.*  The  authors 
of  the  univerfal  hiilory  leem  to  have  as  little  grounds  tor 
the  conjecture,  thac  the  Indians  are  the  posterity  or  the 
ancient  Scythians,  and  that  Fvlaiiachufetts,  a  compound 
Indian  word,' might  be  derived  from  Mafagetes. 

Our  ancedors  attempted  to  account  for  the  fijft  peopling 
America,  confident  with  the  facred  hillory  of  the  creation, 
but  were  obliged  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  fame  uncertainty 
as  all  others  have  done  who  have  lince  made  the  like  at- 
tempt. 

The  language  of  the  Indians,  from  Pfcataqua  to  Con- 
necticut, was  fo  nearly  the  fame,  that  they  could  tolerably 
well  converfe  together.  "It  was  obferved,  that  without  the 
greateft  difficulty,  they  could  not  be  brought  to  pronounce 
the  letters  L  or  II.  For  Lobfter,  they  laid  Noldan.  The 
Tarrenteens  founded  the  R  eafily.  Labials  they  ufed  with 
freedom.  It  is  obferved  of  the  weftern  Indians,  particularly 
the  fix  nations,  that  they  have  no  labials  in  all  their  lan- 
guage ;  and  they,  and  the  Nipnets,  who  lived  little  more 
than  ioo  mi  lor.  from  them,  could  not  better  underfland 
one  another  than  the  English  and  Chinefe. 

Al-  the  beginning,  cur  planters  promifed  themselves  great 
things  from  the  foil,  and  imagined  they  were  rich,  having 
the  property  of  fo  great  an  extent  of  territory.  The  gene- 
ra! court  allowed  no  more  than  200  acres  of  land,  in  the 
firft  dividend,  for  50  pounds  fterling  advanced  for  the  plan- 
tation. Mr.  Johnfon,  in  a  will  made  made  in  1629,  fup- 
pofes  his  intereft,  as  a  proprietor,  worth  fix  hundred  pounds 

fterling  : 

*  Their  greafing  their  hair  is  called,  by  R.  Williams,  anointing  their  heads. 

They  are  faid  to  call  the  (even  Itar*  the  Bear.  This  would  be  very  ftrange,  if 
there  was  any  evidence  of  their  calling  them  fo  when  the  firft  European  arrived. 
So  remarkable  a  constellation  mult  have  been  always  diltinguiihed  by  them.  A 
Bear  being  fo  common  an  animal  with  them,  they  probably  were  acquainted  with 
the  name  of  the  conftellation  being  the  fame  with  that  of  the  animal,  from  their 
Hioft  early  converfe  with  the  Engliih  or  French. 
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fterling  ;*  but  many  years  had  not  palTed,  before  an  inge- 
nious writer  -f  bbferved,  that  the  planters  had  found,  by 
experience,  that  their  improved  lands  were  of  no  greater 
value  (in  many  places  not  fo  great)  than  the  labour  and 
expenfe  in  fubduing  them.  Several  accounts  of  the  opin- 
ions, which  at  firft  prevailed,  both  of  the  foil  and  climate, 
have  been  preferred.  Wood,  a  writer  of  a  fertile  imagina- 
tion, who  lived  in  the  country  four  years,  which,  from  fome 
paflages  in  his  hiflory,  appear  to  have  been  before  the  year 
1636,  or  the  Pcquod  war,  fays,  "  The  foil  is,  for  the  gene- 
"  ral,  a  warm  kind  of  earth,  there  being  little  cold  fpewing 
"  land,  no  mcorifh  fens,  no  quagmires  ;  the  loweft  grounds 
"  be  the  marfhes,  over  which,  every  full  and  change,  the 
"  fea  flows ;  thefe  marfhes  be  rich  ground,  and  bring  plenty 
"  of  hay,  of  which  the  cattle  feed,  and  like  as  if  they  were 
"  fed  with  the  belt  up-land  hay  in  New-England,  J  of  which 
"•likewife  there  is  great  ftore,  which  grows  commonly  be,- 
"  tween  the  marfhes  and  the  woods.  This  meadow  ground 
"  lies  higher  than  the  marfhes,  whereby  it  is  freed  from  the 
"  overflowing  of  the  feas ;  anil  befides  this,  in  many  places 
"  where  the  trees  grow  thin,  there  is  good  fodder  to  begot 
"  amougft  the  woods.  There  be  likewife  in  divers  places 
"  near  the  plantations  great  broad  meadows,  wherein  grow 
"  neither  (hrub  nor  tree,  lying  low,  in  which  places  grows 
"  as  much  grafs  as  may  be  thrown  cut  with  a  fcythe,  thick 
"  and  long,  as  high  as  a  man's  middle,  feme  as  high  as  the 
"  fhoulders,  fo  that  a  good  mower  may  cut  three  load  in  a 
"  day.  Many  objeeT.  this  is  but  coarfe  fodder.  True  it  is, 
tw  that  it  is  not  fo  fine  to  the  eye  as  Englifh  grafs,  but,  be- 
"  ing  made  into  hay,  the  cattle  eat  it  as  well  as  lea  hay, 
"  and  like  as  well  with  it.  The  worft  that  can  be  faid 
"  againft  the  meadow  grounds  is,  that  there  is  but  little 

"  ed:fii 

*  In  17  16,  feveral  gentlemen  joined  in  the  purchafe  of  about  500,000  acres  of 
land  in  the  eaflern  country,  called  the  Pejepfcot  purchafe.  The  whole  confidera1 
tion  was  no  moie  than  about  &ne  hundred  pounds  fterling.     Doi/g!xfs. 

+   Mr.  Hubbard. 

%  This  account  is  much  too  favourable.  Take  the  faltmarfh  of  ths  fevcra!  parts 
ot  the  country,  one  acie  with  another  will  not  produce  more  than  three  quarters 
«f  a  U.ad  of  hay  Cattle,  remot  I  m  the  fea,  muft  have  fait,  and  a  little  fait 
hay  would  undoubtedly  be  grateful,  and  black  cattle  and  horfes  and  fheep  may  be 
kept  alive  through  the  winter  with  fait  hay,  but  all  creatures  prefer  Englifh  hjy 
when  they  can  have  both.  The  natural  upland  grafs  of  the  country,  commr.ul/ 
called  Indian  grafs,  is  poor  fodder,  perhaps  not  better,  if  fo  good,  as  barley  ftraw. 
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"  edifh  or  after  pafture,  which  may  proceed  from  the  late: 
"  mowing,  more  than  any  thing  eiie.*  For  the  more  up- 
"  land  grounds,  there  be  different  kinds,  in  fome  places 
"  clay,  fome  gravel,  fome  a  red  land,  all  which  are  covered 
"  with  a  black  mould,  in  fome  places  a  foot  deep,  in  others 
"  not  lb  much.  Such  is  the  rankiefs-f*  of  the  ground,  that 
"  it  mult  be  fown  the  firftyear  with  Indian  corn,  which  is 
"  a  (baking  grain,  before  it  will  be  lit  to  receive  Englilh 
"  feed.  For  the  natural  foil,  I  prefer  it  before  the  counties 
'*  of  Surry  or  Middlelex,  which,  if  they  were  not  enriched. 
"  with  continual  manuring,  would  be  lets  fertile  than  the 
"  meancfl  grounds  in  New- England  ;  wherefore,  it  is  not 
"  impoflible,  nor  much  improbable,  that,  upon  improve- 
"  ments,  the  foil  may  be  as  good,  in  time,  as  England.  If 
"  any  man  doubt  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  ground,  let  him 
*'  comfort  himfelf  with  the  cheapnefs  of  it  ;  fuch  bad  land 

"  in 

*  I  conclude,  from  this  account,  that  they  had  then  no  hay  of  Englilh  grafs; 
Land  ot  a  tolerable  quality,  where  Englilh  grals  (a  name  given  to  all  im potted 
gralles)  has  been  mowed,  we  now  find  by  experience  will  alfbrd  after  feed  until 
the  fevere  froits  burn  the  graft,  and  caul'e  it  to  wither.  It  has  been  made  a  quef- 
tion,  whelhsr  the  feed  of  the  white  clover  is  not  in  the  earth  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  ;  and  our  farmers  altirm,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  it  they 
break  up  new  ground  in  the  woods,  where  no  dung  hai  ever  been  fpread,  and  lay 
it  down  the  next  or  the  fame  )  car,  and  give  it  a  thin  coat  of  aiheSi  the  white  ho- 
ney fuckle  comes  in  as  thick  a^  if  the  feed  had  been  fown.  Some  connoifleurs 
lay,  that  the  plant  and  flower  differ  from  the  Englilh  honey  fuckle.  Aff.es  wilU 
certainly,  in  fome  of  our  improved  lands,  bring  in  this  fort  of  grafs,  when  barn 
dung,  or  fea  manure,  will  bring  in  other  forts  of  Englilh  grafs  in  the  fame  field. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  travelling  the  woods  where  no  cattle  has  been,  and  where 
the  foil  has  been  fo  g  ;od  that  the  brakes  and  Indian  grafs  have  been  four  or  five 
feet  high,  I  have  fearched  for  Englilh  grafs  without  being  able  to  iind  a  fpire  of 
any  fort.  Some  have  fuppofed  that  the  pigeons,  which  come  down  to  the  plan- 
tations in  infinite  numbers,  and  other  birds  ot  patlage,  leaner  the  feeds  in  their 
dung  through  the  continent.  There  is  a  tradition,  that  the  grals  called  fowl  mea- 
dow grafs,  which  is  fuperior  to  any  other  grafs  of  the  frelh  water  meadows,  was 
firft  brought  to  the  meadows  in  Dedham  by  a  large  flight  of  wild  fowls,  and  that 
from  thence  the  grafs,  and  the  meadows  where  it  was  fiift  difcoveted,  and  frorri 
wnence  it  has  been  communicated  to  many  parts  of  the  country,  took  then  nam's. 
1  do  not  find  the  obfervation  any  where  made,  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  En- 
glilh fottlcmenis,  the  European  grafs  came  into  ground  which  had  been  broke  up. 
before  any  feed  was  town.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  feeds  of 
all  that  great  variety  of  grades,  diftincl  from  what  is  called  wild  or  Indian  grals. 
with  which  our  fields  abound,  was  ever  imported  or  fown  among  us. 

t  Rather  the  roughnefs  of  the  ground.  The  Indian  corn  requiring  frequent 
plowings,  what  are  now  called  horle  hoeings,  belides  hoeing  and  hilling  by  hand, 
the  land  is  pulverized,  and  there  will  be  fine  tilth  necellary  for  Englilh  giain  the 
next  year.  Indian  corn  is  likewife  gathered  late,  alter  the  fiofts  let  in,  and,  if 
the  corn  has  been  well  tended,  there  will  be  no  grafs  or  weeds  when  the  frofls 
break  tip  in  the  fprir.g,  immediately  after  which  it  ihould  be  ploughed  for  the 
K:\glith  grain. 

Vol.  I.  E  e 


426  THE   HISTORY   OF         [Chap.  VI. 

"  in  England,  I  am  fure,  will  bring  in  (tore  of  good  money, 
"  There  hath  as  good  Engliih  corn  grown  there  as  can  be 
"  defired,  eipecially  rye,  oats  and  barley  ;  there  hath  been 
'*  no  great  trial  of  wheat  and  beans  ;  only  thus  much  I  af- 
■'  firm,  that  thefe  two  grains  grow  well  in  gardens." 

This  author's  account  of  the  country  is  not  unfavoura- 
ble. An  anonymous  manufcript,  which  was  fent  to  Eng- 
land in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1637,  gives  us  a  different 
idea. 

"  The  foil,  it  is,  for  the  nature  of  it,  mixed  ;  the  upland 
"  rather  participates  of  land  than  clay,  yet  our  rye  likes  it 
"  not,  an  argument  it  is  both  cold  and  barren ;  yet  1  find 
"  fome  of  it,  manured,  to  yield  fome  incrt-afe,  but  not  to 
"  anfvver  expectation  :  the  low  lands  are,  for  the  moil  part, 
"  covered  with  underwoods ;  the  foil,  which  is  a  mixture 
"  of  clay  and  (and,  feems  to  have  been  fattened  by  the  con- 
"  tinual  fall  of  leaves  from  the  trees  growing  thereon..  This 
"  foil  is  like  vour  woodland  in  England,  belt  at  firft,  yet 
"  afterwards  grows  more  barren.  This  raifed  the  report 
"  of  fo  rich  a  foil ;  but  we*  that  came  after  found,  by  dear 
"  experience,  that  arfjcidori,  not  judgement,  was  the  author 
"  of  it ;  for,  after  five  or  fix  years,  it  grows  barren  beyond 
"  belief;  and  whereas,  after,  the  land  in  England  proves 
"  fertile  for  grafs,  this  yields  none  at  all,  but,  like  the  land 
"  about  Dunftable,  puts  on  the  face  of  winter  in  the  time 
"  of  fummer.  I  do  believe,  that  if  we  had  marl,  lime,  or 
"  other  manure,  this  barrennefs  might,  in  part,  be  cured  ; 
"  but,  as  yet,  we  are  deftitute  of  thefe  fupplies.  The  na- 
"  tural  coidnefs  confutes  the  opinion  of  thofe,  who  did 
"  conceive  it  to  be  originally  fertile ;  and  experience  con- 
"  firms  this  to  be  true ;  for  beans,  millet,  and  fitches  and 
"  roots,  which  delight  in  a  cold  foil,  profper  here  alike. 
"  For  the  prefent,  we  make  a  fhift  to  live ;  but  hereafter, 
"  when  our  numbers  increafe,  and  the  fertility  of  the  foil 
•''  doth  decreaie,  if  God  difcover  not  means  to  enrich  the 
"  land,  what  (hall  become  of  us  I  will  not  determine,  but, 
et  it  is  probable,  we  muft  either  difband  ourfelves,  like 
"  beafts  ftraitened  in  their  pafture,  and  fo  be  liable  to  de- 
"  ftruition  from  the  natives  (I  mean  the  Pequods),  or  elfe, 

"  continuing 
*  l  fuppofe  he  means  the  Maflachufotts  planters  whe  came  after  Piyrnsuth  me?.. 
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1  continuing  together,  be  made  the  fubject  of  fome  fearful 
1  famine  and  the  mifery  that  accompanieth  it.  Hay,  we 
5  have  here  of  the  low  lands,  fuch  as  it  is,  which,  in  my 

*  opinion,  is  inferior  in  goodnefs  to  our  reed  and  fedge  in 

*  England,  for  it  is  fo  devoid  of  nutritive  virtue,  that  our 
4  beafts  grow  loufy  with  feeding  upon  it,  and  are  much 
'  out  of  heart  and  liking  ;  befides,  it  breeds  among  them 
'  fundry  difeafes,  which  we  know  not  how  to  cure.  Some 
'  have  learned  to  make  better  provifion,  by  burning  the 
'  grafs  when  it  is  near  ripe,  and  lb  fuffering  a  new  crop  to 
'  Ipring  out  of  the  afhes  of  the  old.  This  they  cut  down, 
'  before  it  be  half  ripe,  and  make  it  into  hay ;  but  this 
'  proves  like  your  after  meath  in  old  England,  not  fit  to 
'  labour  with,  yielding  a  faint  nourifhment,  which  brings 
'  our  cattle  fo  low,  and  many  times  to  difeafes  of  which 

*  they  hardly  ever  recover. 

A  gentlewoman,  a  few  years  after,  in  another  manu- 
fcript,  fends  the  following  account.  "  When  I  remember 
the  high  commendations  fome  have  given  of  the  place, 
and  find  it  inferior  to  the  reports,  I  have  thought  the 
reafoii  thereof  to  be  this,  that  they  wrote  furely  in  ftraw- 
berry  time.  When  I  have  thought  again  of  the  mean 
reports,  and  find  it  far  better  than  thofe  reports,  I  have 
fancied  the  eyes  of  the  writers  were  fo  fixed  on  their  old 
Englifh  chimney  tops,  that  the  fmoke  put  them  out. 
The  air  of  the  country  is  fharp,  the  rocks  many,  the  trees 
innumerable,  the  grafs  little,  the  winter  cold,  the  fum- 
mer  hot,  the  gnats  in  fummer  biting,  the  wolves  at  mid- 
night howling,  &c.  Look  upon  it,  as  it  hath  the  means 
of  grace,  and,  if  you  pleafe,  you  may  call  it  a  Cana- 
an,  1  perceive  fome  among  you  have  imagined,  they 

might  enlarge  their  eflates  by  coming  here;  but  I  am' 
taught  that  great  men  rauft  look  to  be  lofers,  unlefs-they 
reckon  that  gain  which,  by  the  glorious  means  Gf  life, 
comes  down  from  heaven.  Men  (by  what  I  hear)  of. 
your  rank  and  worth,  will  be  welcome  on  New-England's 
coafts ;  he  onlv  can  advife  you  beft,  wrho  can  lead  you 
to  his  place,"  Sec. 
Mr.  Hubbard,  whofe  manufcript  hiftory  was  -wrote  a- 
bout  16S0,  could  make  a  better  judgement, 

E  e  2  "A? 
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"  As  for  the  foil,  it  is,  for  the  general,  more  mountain* 
"  ous  and  hilly  than  otherwife,  and,  in  many  places,  very 
"  rocky  and  full  of  ftones,  yet  intermingled  with  many 
"  plains  and  valleys,  ibme  of  which  are  fandy  and  inclina- 
"  blc  to  barrennefs,  cfpecialiy  thofe  which  abound  with 
"  pitch  pines,  and  there  are  many  fuch,  as  likewife  many 
"  iwamps  or  boggy  places,  full  of  final!  buih.es  and  under- 
"  woods.  But,  here  and  there,  are  many  rich  and  fruitful 
"  fpots  of  land,  fuch  as  they  call  interval  land,  in  level  and 
"  champain  grounds,  that  oftentimes  are  overflown  by  the 
<;  channels  or  water  which  run  befide  them,  which  is  lup- 
"  pofed  to  enrich  the  foil  that  is  fo  watered.*  The  fatnefs 
"  of  the  earth,  wafhed  by  the  rains,  and  melting  of  the 
"  fnow  from  the  furface  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  country, 
"  being,  by  thofe  floods,  caft  upon  the  levels  which  lie  by 
"  the  fides  of  thofe  greater  ftreams;  In  many  fuch  places, 
"  their  land  hath  been  known  to  be  fown  or  planted  full 
"  forty  years  together,  without  any  conliderabie  abatement 
"  of  the  crop,  never  failing  of  thirty  or  forty  bufliels  per 
"  acre.  But  for  the  generality  of  the  foil,  it  is  of  a  lighter 
*'  fort  of  earth,  whole  fruitfulnefs  is  more  beholden  to  the 
"  influence  of  the  heavens,  advantage  of  the  feafon,  fkill 
"  and  induftry  of  the  tiller,  than  to  the  ftrength  of  its  own 
M  temper.  Such  as  came  hither  firft  upon  difcovery,  chanc- 
"  ed  to  be  here  in  the  firft  part  of  the  fummer,  when  the 
"  earth  was  newly  adorned  with  its  belt  attire  of  herbs  and 
"  flowers,  flourifhing  with  fuch  early  fruits  as  weather- heat- 
"  en  travellers  are  wont  to  refrefh  themfelves  with  behold- 
"  ing,  as  ftrawberries,  gooleberrics,  rafberries,  cherries,  and 
"  whorts,  as  the}-  obferved  who  firft  landed  about  Martha's 
"  Vineyard,  from  whence  they  promifed  themfelves  and 
"  their  fuccenbrs  a  very  flourifhing  country,  as  they  did 
"  who  landed  firft  upon  the  coaft  of  Florida.  All  forts  of 
"  grain  fown  in  the  fpring,  are  found  to  grow  pretty  natur- 
"  allv  here.     The  cold  oft  times  proves  fo  extreme  as  to 

"  kill 

*  The  two  great  rivers.  Connecticut  and  Hudfon's  river,  are  moft  remarkable 
for  large  tracts  of  this  interval  land,  which  are  fo  often  overflowed  as  to  need  no 
other  manure,  the  waters  in  a  trell.et  bringing  down  fo  much  muck  from  the 
mountains,  like  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  as  to  keep  the  ground  in  good  heart  to 
bear  a  crop  of  wheat  every  year.  Sometimes,  a  great  frelhet,  in  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  is  prejudicial  to  the  crops  upon  the  mowing  and  paftuie  land,  for 
that  fcalbn,  making  the  grafs  foul  and  difagrecabk  to  the  cattle.      •    ■ 
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44  kill  that  which  is  committed  to  the  ground  before  win- 
ce (;Cr<"-*  From  thefe  feveral  accounts,  fome  judgment 
may  be  made  of  the  Qpinion  our  forefathers  had  formed  of 
the  country.  Experience  convinced  many  of  them,  that 
the  value  of  the  land,  when  cleared,  would  make  but  poor 
wages  for  their  labour  in  clearing  it.  It  is  a  happy  thing, 
that  a  fondnefs  for  freeholds  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity,  with 
privileges  annexed  to  them,  excited  fo  many  of  the  full 
planters  of  America  to  hard  labour,  and  fupported  them 
under  hard  fare.  A  great  part  of  this  vaft  continent,  filled 
with  wild  beafts,  and  lavage  men  fcarcely  iuperior  to  them, 
now  affords  the  necetVaries  and  conveniences  of  a  civilized 
life,  equil  to  the  like  tracts  of  improved  country  in  other 
parts  of  the  globe,  Hiftory  affords  us  no  inftance  of  fo 
great  improvements  in  fo  Ihort  a  time.  The  fame  paffion 
iiill  continues,  and  affords  a  profpeft  of  the  like  happy  cf- 
feft  for  ages  yet  to  come. 

A  natural  hiftory  of  the  country  will  afford  a  volume  of 
jtfelf,  and  it  is  a  work  much  wanted,  and  would  entertain 
the  curious.  The  botanical  part  would  be  very  ufeful. 
I  have  not  leifure,  and  if  I  had  I  have  not  a  genius,  for 
fuch  an  undertaking.  I  with  fome  perfon,  who  has  both 
the  one  and  the  other,  would  undertake  it. 

*  Our  farmers,  by  fowing  their  feed  early,  the  ground  being  prepared  in  ridges 
to  throw  oif  the  rains  and  melting  fnows,  raife  winter  wheat  and  rye  with  good 
fuccefs.  The  great  discouragement  has  been  the  blaft.  An  idle  opinion  obtain- 
ed among  the  vulgar,  that  fince  the  execution  of  the  quakers,  about  a  century  paft, 
wheat  has  always  blafted-  Generally,  between  the  firft  and  the  tenth  of  July  it 
has  been  ohferved,  that  the  dew,  called  the  honey  dew,  falling  upon  the  wheat 
(the  morning  after  being  hot  and  calm)  caufes  the  rult  or  blalt.  Ordinarily,  if 
the  witeat  be  fown  early,  it  will  be  fo  forward,  by  this  time,  that  the  grain  will 
not  fuffer  by  it.  The  fpring  or  fumnaer  grain,  being  later  before  it  is  ripe,  is  in 
general  the  mod  expol'ed.  Sir  Henry  Frankland,  ieveral  years  ago,  imported 
from  Lilban,  the  feed  of  Cummer  wheat,  which  ripens  there  in  12  weeks,  and  the 
flour  ot  it  is  in  great  efteem.  This  fort  has  been  lets  fubject  to  blaft  than  any 
qti;er.     It  ripens  in  Malfachufctts  about  16  weeks  from  the  lowing. 
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The  hvmbie  Reqvefl  of  his  Ma)0es  hydll  Subjcrts,  the 
Govemour  and  the  Company  lat^  gone  for  New-England  \ 
to  the  reft  of  their  Brethren  in  and  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren, 

THE  wenerall  rumour  of  this  folemne  cnterprife,  wherein  ourfelves 
with  others,  through  the  providence  of"  the  Almightie,  are  engaged, 
as  it  may  fpare  us  the  labour  of  imparting  our  occafion  unto  you,  fo  it 
gives  us  the  more  incouragement  to  flrer.gthen  ourfdvcs  by  the  pro^ire- 
ment  of  the  prayers  and  blcffings  of  the  Lord's  faithful  fervants  :  for 
which  end  wee -are  bold  to  have  recourfe  unto  you,  as  thofe  whom  God 
hath  placed  neareft  his  throne  of  mercy;  which,  as  it  affbrdsyou  the 
more  opportunity,  fo  it  impofeth  the  greater  bond  upon  you  to  intercede 
for  his  peoph;  in  all  their  uraights  ;  we  befeech  you  therefore  by  rhe 
mercies  of  tbe  Lord  Jesvs  to  confider  us  as  ycur  brethren,  (landing  in 
very  great  need  of  your  helpe,  and  earneftly  imploring  it.  And  howfo- 
evcr  your  charhie  may  have  met  with  fome  occafion  of  difcouragement 
through  the  inifreport  of  our  intentions,  or  through  the  difaffeclion,  or 
indifcretion,  of  fome  of  us,  or  rather,  amongft  us ;  for  wee  are  not  of 
thofe  that  dreamc  of  perfection  in  this  world  ;  yet  we  defire  you  would 
be  pleafed  to  take  notice  of  the  principal?,  and  body  of  our  company,  as 
thofe  who  eiLeme  it  our  honour  to  call  the  Church  of  England,  from 
whence  wee  rife,  our  deare  mother,  and  cannot  part  from  our  native 
countrie,  where  (lie  fpecially  refirteth,  without  much  fadnes  of  heart, 
and  many  tears  in  our  eyes;  ever  acknowledging  that  fuch  hope  and  part 
as  we  have  obtained  in  the  common  falvation,  wee  have  received  in  her 
bofome,  and  fuckt  it  from  her  breafts :  wee  leave  it  not  therefore,  as 
loathing  that  milk  wherewith  wee  were  nourilhed  there,  but,  blefling  God 
for  the  parentage  and  education,  as  members  of  the  fame  bod;-,  fhall 
alwayes  r?pyce°in  her  good,  and  unfainedly  grieve  for  any  forro'v  that 
fhall  ever  betide  her,  and  while  we  have  breath,  fyneerely  defire  and  in- 
deavour  the  continuance  and  abundance  of  her  welfare,  with  the  inurge- 
ment  of  her  bounds  in  the  kingdome  of  Christ  Jesvs. 

Be  pkafed  therefore,  Reverend  Fathers  cif  Brethren,  to  helpe 
forward  this  worke  now  in  hand  ;  which  if  it  profper,  you  fhali  bee  the 
more  glorious,  how  foe  ver  your  judgment  is  with  the  Lord,  and  your 
reward  with  your  God.  It  is  an  ufuall  and  laudable  exercifc  or  your 
charity,  to  recommend  So  the  prayers  of  your  congregations  the  necefliues 

and 
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and  ftraighrs  of  your  private  neigRbours  :  do  the  like  for  a  church 
fpringing  oat  of  your  owne  bowels.  Wee  conceive  much  hop*  that  this 
remembrance  of  us,  if  it  be  frequent  and  fervent,  will  bee  a  raoft  prof- 
perous  gal*  in  our  failes,  and  prouide  fuch  a  pafTage  and  welcome  for  us, 
from  the  God  of  the  whole  earth,  as  both  we  which  mail  finde  ir,  and  your- 
felves,  with  the  reft  of  our  friends,  who  fhall  heare  of  it,  {hall  be  much 
inlarged  to  bring  in  fuch  daily  returnes  of  thanks-givings,  as  the  fpe- 
cialfics  of  Ms  providence  and  goodnes  may  jufrly  challenge  at  all  our 
hands.  You  are  not  ignorant,  thai  the  Spirit  of  God  furred  up  the 
Apoftle  Paul  to  make  ccntinuall  mention  of  the  church  of  Philippi 
(which  was  a  colonie  of  Rome)  :  let  the  fame  Spirit,  we  befeech  you, 
put  you  in  mind,  that  are  the  Lords  remembrancers,  to  pray  for  us 
without  ceafing  (who  are  a  weake  colony  from  yoarfelves)  making 
continuall  requeft  for  us  to  God  in  all  your  prayers. 

What  we  intreat  of  you  that  are  minifters  of  God,  that  we  crave  at 
the  hands  of  all  the  reft  of  our  brethren,  that  they  would  at  no  time 
forget  us  in  their  private  folicitations  at  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

If  asy  there  be,  who,  through  want  of  cleare  intelligence  of  our 
courfe,  or  tenderneflVs  of  affidion  towards  us,  cannot  conceive  fo  welj 
of  our  way  as  we  could  defire,  we  would  intreat  fuch  not  to  defpife  us, 
nor  to  defert  us  iu  their  prayers  and  affections  ;  but  to  confider,  rather, 
that  they  are  fo  much  the  more  bound  to  exprefie  the  bowels  of  their 
compafllon  towards  us,  remembring  alwaies  that  both  nature  and  grace 
doth  binde  us  to  relieve  and  refcue,  with  our  utmoft  and  fpeedieft  power, 
fuch  as  are  deare  unto  us,  when  wee  conceive  them  to  be  running  un- 
comfortable hazards. 

What  goodnes  you  fhall  extend  to  us  in  this  or  any  other  chriftiari 
kindnefTe,  wee  your  brethren  in  Christ  Iesvs  fhall  labour  to  repay  in 
what  dutie  wee  are  or  fhall  be  abla  to  performe ;  promifing,  fo  tarre  as 
God  fhall  enable  us,  to  give  him  no  reft  on  your  behalfes ;  wifhing  our 
heads  and  hearts  may  be  as  fountaines  of  tears  for  your  everlafting  wel- 
fare, when  wee  fhall  be  in  our  poore  cottages  in  the  wilderneffe,  over- 
fhadowed  with  the  fpirit  of  fupplication,  through  the  manifold  neceffities 
and  tribulations  which  may  not  altogether  unexpectedly,  nor,  we  hope^ 
unprofitably,  befall  us.  And  fo  commending  you  to  the  grace  of  God 
in  Christ,  wee  fhall  ever  reft, 

Your  afTured  Friends  and  Brethren, 

From  Yarmouth,  aboord 
the  Arieila,  April  7.  1630. 

Jo:  Winthropc,  Gov,  Rich:  Salt  or/?  all. 

Charles  Fines.  JJaac  hhnjon. 

Tho:  Dudley. 
George  Phillips.  William  Coddinvtox, 
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Certain  Propofals  made  by  Lord  Say,  Lor d  Brooke,  and 
other  perfons  of  quality,  as  conditions  of  their  removing  to 
Neiv-Englaud  ;  with  the  Anjwers  thereto. 

Demand  i.  HPHAT  the  commonwealth  (hould  confift  of  two  diftinft 
X  ranks  of  men  ;  whereof  the  one  fhotiM  be,  for  them 
and  their  heirs,  gentlemen  of  the  country  ;  the  other,  for  them  and  their 
heirs,  freeholders. 

Answer.  Two  diftinft  ranks  wc  willingly  acknowledge,  from  the 
light  of  nature  and  fcripture  ;  the  one  of  them  called  Princes,  or  Nobles, 
or  Elders  (amongft  whom  gentlemen  have  their  place)  ;  the  other,  the 
People.  Hereditary  dignity  or  honours  we  willingly  allow  to  the  for- 
mer, unlefs,  by  the  fcandalous  and  bafe  converfation  of  any  of  them, 
they  become  degenerate.  Hereditary  liberty,  or  eltate  of  freemen,  we 
willingly  allow  to  the  other,  unlefs  they  alfo,  by  fome  unworthy  and 
flavifh  carriage,  do  disfranchize  themfelves. 

Dem.  2.  That  in  thefe  gentlemen  and  freeholders,  afTemhled  together, 
the  chief  power  of  the  commonwealth  (hall  be  placed,  both  for  making 
and  repealing  laws. 

Ans.    So  it  is  with  us. 

Dem.  3.  Thai  each  of  thefe  two  ranks  (hodd,  in  all  public  affrmblies, 
have  1  negative  voice,  fo  as  without  a  mutual  confent  nothing  fhould  be 
eltablimed. 

Ans.   So  it  is  agreed  among  us. 

Dem.  4.  That  the  firft  rank,  confifring  of  gentlerren,  fhould  have 
power,  for  them  and  their  heirs,  ro  come  tn  the  parliaments  o*  public 
alTemblies,  and  there  ro  give  their  hec  votes  perfonally  ;  rhe  feebnd  rank 
of  freeholders  fhnuid  have  the  fame  power,  for  them  and  their  heirs,  of 
meeting  and  voting,  but  by  their  deputies. 

Ans.  Thus  far  this  demand  is  pradifed  among  us:  The  freemen 
meet  and  vote  by  their  deputies  ;  the  other  rank  give  their  votes  perfon- 
ally, only  with  this  difference,  there  be  no  more  of  the  gentlemen  that 
give  their  votes  perfonally  but  fuch  as  are  chofen  to  places  of  office, 
either  governors,  deputy  governors,  counfellors,  or  affirmants.  All  gen- 
tlemen in  Englaed  have  not  that  honour  to  meet  and  vote  pt  rfonally  in 
parliament,  much  lefs  all  their  heirs.  But  of  this  more  fully,  in  anfwer 
to  the  ninth  and  tenth  demand. 

Dem.  c.  That  for  facilitating  and  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  and  other  rea- 
fons,  the  gentlemen  and  freeholders  fhould  fir  and  hold  their  meetings  in 
two  diftincl  houfes. 

Ans.  We  willingly  approve  the  motion,  only  as  yet  it  is  not  fo  prac- 
tifed  among  us ;  but,  in  time,  the  variety  and  difcrepancy  of  fundrv 
Recurrences  will  put  them  upon  a  neceffity  of  fitting  r.part. 

Dem.  6.  That  there  (hall  be  let  times  for  thefe  meetings,  annually  or 
half  yearly,  or  as  (hall  be  thought  fit  by  common  confent,  which  meetings 
Should  have  a  fct  time  for  their  continuance,  but  fhould  be  adjourned  or 
bjrokea  otf  a:  the  difcreijon  uf  both  hoqfes, 

Ans, 
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Ans.  Public  meetings,  in  general  court?,  are  by  charter  appointed  re* 
be  quarterly,  which,  in  this  infancy  of  the  colony,  wherein  many  things 
frequently  occur  which  netd  fettling,  hath  been  of  good  ufe;  but  when 
things  are  mere  fully  fettled  in  due  order,  it  is  likely  that  yearly  or  half 
yearly  meetings  will  be  fufficienr.  For  the  continuance  or  breaking  up 
of  thefe  courts,  nothing  is.  done  but  with  the  joint  confent  of  both 
branches. 

De  m.  7.  That  it  fhal!  be  in  the  power  of  this  parliament,  thus  conili- 
tuted  and  affembled,  to  call  the  governor  and  ail  public  officers  to  ac- 
count, to  create  new  officers,  and  to  determine  them  already  fet  up;  and, 
the  better  to  flop  the  way  to  infblence  and  ambition,  it  may  be  ordered 
that  all  offices  and  fees  of  office  (hall,  every  parliament,  determine,  unkfs 
they  be  new  confirmed  the  laft-day  of  every  feffion. 

Ans.  This  power  to  cnll  governors  and  all  officers  to  account,  and  to 
create  new  and  determine  the  old,  is  fettled  already  in  the  general  court 
or  parliament,  only  it  is  not  put  forth  but  once  in  the  year,  viz.  at  the 
great  and  general  court  in  May,  when  the  governor  is  ehofen. 

Dem.  8.  Thai  the  governor  fhall  ever  be  ehofen  out  of  the  rank  of 
gentlemen. 

Ans.  We  ne\er  pradtife  otherwife,  choofing  the  governor  cither  out 
of  the  affiitants,  which  is  our  ordinary  courfe,  cr  cut  of  approved  known 
gentlemen,  as  this  year*  Mr.  Vane. 

Dem.  9.  1  hat,  for  the  prefenr,  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Vif- 
count  Say  and  Scale,  the  Lord  Brooke,  who  have  already  been  at  great 
difburiements  for  the  public  works  in  New-England,  and  fuch  other 
gentlemen  of  approved  finceiity  and  worth,  as  they,  before  their  perfonal 
remove,  fhall  take  into  their  number,  ihould  be  admitted,  for  them  and 
their  heirs,  gentlemen  of  the  country.  But,  for  the  future,  none  fhall  be 
admitted  into  this  rank  but  by  the  confent  of  both  houfes. 

Ans.  The  great  difburfements  of  thefe  noble  perfonagrs  and  worthy 
gentlemen  we  thankfully  acknowledge,  becaufc  the  faiety  and  prefence 
of  our  brethren  at  Connecticut  is  no  fmall  bleffing  and  comfort  to  us. 
But,  though  that  charge  had  never  been  dilburfed,  the  worth  of  the  hon- 
ourable perfons  named  is  fo  well  known  to  all,  and  our  need  of  fuch 
fupports  and  guides  is  fo  fen'ible  to  ouvfelves  that  we  do  not  doubt  the 
country  would  thankfully  accept  ir,  as  a  fingular  favour  from  God  and 
from  them,  if  he  ihould  bow  their  hearts  to  come  into  this  wildernefs  and 
help  us.  As  for  accepting  them  and  their  heirs  into  the  number  of  gen- 
tlemen of  the  country,  the  cuftom  of  this  country  is,  and  readily  wouid 
be,  to  receive  and  acknowledge,  not  only  all  fuch  eminent  perfons  as 
themfelves  and  the  gentlemen  they  fpeak  of,  but  others  of  meaner  efrate, 
fo  be  it  is  of  fome  cminency,  to  be,  for  them  and  their  heirs,  gentlemen 
of  the  country.  Only,  thus  ftandeth  our  cafe  :  Though  we  receive  them 
with  honour,  and  allow  them  pre-eminence  and  accommodations  accord- 
ing to  their  condition,  yet  we  do  not,  ordinarily,  call  them  forth  to  the 
power  of  eleclion.  or  adminiftration  of  magiftracy,  until  they  be  received 
as  members  into  fome  of  our  churches;  a  privilege,  which  we  doubt  not 
religion?  gentlemen  will  willing!}'  defire  (as  David  did  in  Pfal.  xxvii.  4  ) 
and  chriftian  churches  will  as  readily  impart  to  fuch  defirable  perfons. 
Hereditary  honours  both  nature  and  fcripture  doth  acknowledge  (Ecclef. 
xix.  17.}  but  hereditary  authority  and  power  ftandeth  only  by  the  civil 
*  1636,  laws 
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laws  of  fome  commonwealths  ;  and  yet,  even  amongft  them,  the  authority 
and  power  of  the  father  is  no  where  communicated,  together  with  his 
honours,  unto  all  his  pofterity.  Where  God  bleiTeth  any  branch  of  any 
noble  or  generous  family,  with  a  fpirit  and  gifts  fit  for  government,  it 
would  be  a  taking  of  God's  name  in  vain  to  put  fuch  a  talent  under  a 
bufhel,  and  a  fin  againft  the  honour  of  magiftracy  to  neglect  fuch  in  our 
public  elections.  But  if  God  mould  not  delight  to  furnifh  fome  of  their 
pofterity  with  gifts  fit  for  magiftracy,  we  fhould  expofe  them  rather  to 
xeproaeh  and  prejudice,  and  the  commonwealth  with  them,  than  exalt 
them  to  honour,  if  we  fhould  call  them  forth,  when  God  doth  not,  to 
public  authority. 

Dsm.  10.  That  the  rank  of  freeholders  fhall  be  made  up  of  fuch,  as 
fhall  have  fo  much  perfonal  eftate  there,  as  fhall  be  thought  fit  for  men  of 
that  condition,  and  have  contributed,  fome  fit  proportion,  to  the  public 
charge  of  the  country,  either  by  their  difburfements  or  labours. 

Ans.  We  muft  confefs  our  ordinary  practice  to  be  otherwife.  For, 
excepting  the  old  planters,  i.  e.  Mr.  Humphry,  who  himfelf  was  admit- 
ted an  afiiftant  at  London,  and  all  of  them  freemen,  before  the  churchei 
here  were  eftablifhed,  none  are  admitted  freemen  of  ihis  commonwealth 
but  fuch  as  are  firft  admitted  members  ot  fome  church  or  other  in  this 
country,  and,  of  fuch,  none  are  excluded  from  the  liberty  of  freemen. 
And  out  of  fueh  only,  I  mean  the  more  eminent  fort  of  fuch,  it  is  that 
our  magiftrates  are  chofen.  Both  which  points  we  fhould  willingly  per- 
suade our  people  to  change,  if  we  could  make  it  appear  to  them,  that 
fuch  a  change  might  be  made  according  to  God  ;  for,  to  give  you  a  true 
account  of  the  grounds  of  our  proceedings  hetein,  it  feemeth  to  them, 
and  alfo  to  us,  to  be  a  divine  ordinance  (and  moral)  that  none  fhould  be 
appointed  and  chofen,  by  the  people  of  God,  magiftrates  over  them,  but 
men  fearing  God  (Ex.  xviii.  21.)  chofen  out  of  their  brethren  (Deut. 
xvii.  15.)  faints  (1  Cor.  vi.  1.)  Yea,  the  apoftle  maketh  it  a  fhame  to 
the  church,  if  it  be  not  able  to  afford  wife  men  from  out  of  thamfelves, 
which  fhall  be  able  to  judge  all  civil  matters  between  their  brethren 
(ver.  5.)  And  Solomon  maketh  it  the  joy  of  a  commonwealth,  when 
the  righteous  are  in  authority  ;  and  the  calamity  thereof,  when  the  wicked 
bear  rule.    Prov.  xxix.  2. 

Obj.  If  it  be  faid,  there  may  be  many  carnal  men  whom  God  hath 
inverted  with  fundry  eminent  gifts  of  wifdom,  courage,  juftice,  fit  for 
government : 

Ans.  Such  may  be  fit  to  be  confulted  with  and  employed  by  govern- 
ors, according  to  the  quality  and  ufe  of  their  gifts  and  parts  ;  but  yet  are 
men  not  fit  to  be  traded  with  place  of  ftanding  power,  or  fettled  author- 
ity. Ahitophel's  wifdom  may  be  fit  to  be  heard  (is  an  oracle  of  God) 
but  not  fit  to  be  trufted  with  power  of  fettled  magiftracy,  left  he  at  lad 
call  for  12,000  men  to  lead  them  forth  againft  David,  2  Sam.  xvii.  1, 
2,  3.  The  beft  gifts  and  parts,  under  a  covenant  of  works  (under  which 
all  carnal  men  and  hypocrites  be)  will  at  length  turn  afide  by  crooked 
ways,  to  depart  from  God,  and,  finally,  to  fight  againft  God,  and  ar<- 
therefore,  herein,  oppofed  to  good  men  and.  upright  in  heart,  Pfal. 
exxv.  4,  5. 

Obj.  If  it  be  faid  again,  that  then  the  church  eftate  could  not  b* 
compatible  with  any  commonwealth  under  heaven  : 

Ans. 


436  APPENDIX. 

Ass.  .It  is  one  thing  for  the  church,  or  members  of  the  church,  loyally 
to  fubinit  unto  any  form  of  government,  when  it  is  above  their  calling  10 
reform  it;  another  thing  to  choofe  a  form  of  government  and  goverwis. 
difcrcpant  from  the  rule.  Now,  if  it  be  a  divine  truth,  that  none  are  to 
be  truifed  with  public  permanent  authority  hut  godly  men,  wno  are  fit 
rna'erials  for  church  fellowship,  then  from  the  fame  grounds  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  none  are  fo  fit  to  be  trufted  with  the  liberties  of  the  common- 
wealth as  church  members;  for,  the  liberties  of  the  freemen  of  this  com- 
monwealth  are  fuch,  as  require  men  of  faithful  integrity  to  God  aid  the 
ftate,  to  preferve  the  fame.  Their  liberties,  among  others,  are  chiefly 
ihefe.  i.  To  choofe  all  magistrate;,  and  to  call  them  to  accourt  at  their 
general  courts.  2.  To  choofe  fuch  burgeffes,  every  general  court,  as, 
with  the  magistrates,  Shall  make,  or  repeal  all  laws.  New,  both  thtfe 
liberties  are  fuch,  ai  cany  along  much  power  with  them,,  either  to  ellab- 
liih  or  fubvert  the  commonwealth,  and  therewith  the  church;  which 
power,  if  it  be  committed  to  men  not  accordirg  to  their  godlinefs,  which 
maketh  them  fit  for  church  fellowfhip,  but  according  to  thtir  wealth, 
which,  as  fuch,  makes  them  no  better  than  worldly  men,  then,  in  cafe 
wordiy  men  fhould  prove  the  major  part,  as  foon  they  might  do,  they 
would  as  readily  fet  over  us  magiitrates  like  themfelves,  fuch  as  might 
hate  us  according  to  the  curfe,  Levit.  xxvi.  17.  and  turn  the  edge  of  all 
authority  and  laws  ^gainft  the  church  and  the  members  thereof,  the 
maintenance  of  whole  peace  is  the.  chief  end  which  Gcd  aimed  at  in  the 
institution  of  mag  ill  racy.     1  Tim.  ii.  1,  z. 


(  No.  III.  ) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Cotton  to  Lord  Say  aid  Seal, 
in  the  year  1636. 

Right  honourable, 

WHAT  your  Lonifhip  writeth  of  Dr.  Twiffe  his  works  de  fchntia 
media,  and  of  the  fabbath,  it  did  refrefh  me  to  reade,  that  his 
labors  of  fuch  arguments  were  like  to  come  to  light ;  and  it  would  refrefh 
me  much  more  to  fee  them  here  :  though  (for  my  owne  particular)  till  I 
gett  fome  releafe  from  fome  conitant  labors  here  (which  the  church  is  de- 
firous  to  procure)  I  can  get  litle,  or  noe  oppertunity  to  reade  any  thing, 
or  attend  to  any  thing,  but  the  dayly  occurrences  which  preffe  in  upon 
me  conrinually,  much  beyond  my  ftrength  either  of  body  or  minde. 
Your  Lordfhips  advertifement  touching  the  civill  ftate  of  this  colony,  as 
they  doe  breath  forth  ycur  lingular  wifdome,  and  faithfulnefs,  and  tender 
care  of  the  peace,  fo  wee  have  noe  reafon  to  mifinterprite  or  undervalue 
your  Lordfhips  eyther  directions,  or  intentions  therein.  I  know  noe 
man  under  heaven  (I  fpeake  in  Gods  feare  without  flattery)  whofe  coun- 
fcll  I  fhould  rather  depend  upon,  for  the  wife  administration  of  a  civill 
ftate  according  to  God,  than  upon  your  Lordfhip  ;  and  fuch  confidence 
have  I  (not  in  you)  but  in  the  Lords  prefence  in  Chrift  with  you,  that  X 
*hou!d  never  fcire  to  betruft  a  greater  commoawcakh  than  this  (as  much 

as 
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as  in  us  lyefh)  under  fuch  a  perpetsd  diBatura  as  your  lordfhip  fhould 
prefcribe.  For  I  nothing  doubt,  but  that  eyther  your  Lordfhip  would 
prefcribe  all  things  according  to  the  rule,  or  be  willing  to  examine 
again:,  and  again?,  all  things  according  to  if.  I  am  very  apt  to  believe, 
what  Mr.  Perkins  hath,  in  one  of  his  prefatory  pages  to  his  golden  chaine, 
that  the  word  and  fcripture  of  God  doe  conteyne  a  ihort  upo/upasis,  or 
platfortne,  not  onely  of  theology,  but  alfo  ot  other  facred  feiences  (as  he 
calleth  them)  attendants,  and  hand  maids  thereunto,  which  he  maketh 
crhicks,  eoconomicks,  politicks,  church-government,  prophecy,  academy. 
It  is  very  fuirablc  to  Code.  ali-furRcicnt  w  if  Some,  and  to  the  fulnes  and 
perfection  of  Holy  Scriptures,  not  only  to  prefcribe  perfect  rules  for  the 
right  ordering  of  a  private  mans  foule  to  eveflafting  bleiTednes  with  him- 
fclfe,  but  alfo  for  the  ri^ht  ordering  of  a  mans  family,  yea,  of  the  com- 
monwealth too,  fo  farre  as  both  of  them  are  Subordinate  to  fpiritual  ends, 
and  yet  avoide  both  the  churches  usurpation  upon  civill  jurisdictions,  in 
online  ad fpirituaha,  and  the  commonwealtlis  invafion  upon  ecclefiaflicall 
adminittraiions,  in  or  dine  to  civill  peace,  and  conformity  to  the  civill 
1  ate.  Gods  jnftirutions  (fuch  as  the  government  of  church  and  of  com- 
monwealth be)  may  be  clofe  and  compact,  and  co-ordinate  one  to  an- 
other, and  yet  not  confounded.  God  hath  fo  framed  the  (late  of  church 
government  and  ordinances,  that  they  may  be  compatible  to  any  com- 
monwealth, though  never  Co  much  difordered  in  his  frame.  .But  yet 
when  a  commonwealth  hath  liberty  to  mould  his  owne  frame  (fcriptuia? 
phriitudinem  adoro)  1  conceyve  the  fcripture  hath  given  full  direction  for 
the  right  ordering  of  the  fame,  and  that,  in  fuch  fort  a3  may  bell:  main- 
teyne  the  euexi.i  of  the  church.  Mr.  Hooker  doth  often  quote  a  faying 
out  of  Mr.  Cartwright  (though  I  have  nut  read  it  in  him)  that  noe  man 
fafhloneth  his  houfe  to  his  hangings,  but  his  hangings  to  his  houfe.  It  is 
better  that  the  commonwealth  be  fafhioiied  to  the  letting  forth  of  Gods 
houfe,  which  is  his  church,  than  to  accommodate  the  church  frame  to  the 
civill  fiate.  Democracy  I  do  not  conceyve  that  ever  God  did  ordevne 
as  a  fitl  government  eyther  for  church  or  commonwealth.  If  the  people 
be  governors,  who  fhall  be  governed  ?  As  for  monarchy,  and  ariftocracy, 
they  are  both  of  them  clearely  approoved,  and  directed  in  fcripture,  yet  fo 
as  referreth  the  foveraigntie  to  himfelfe,  and  feiteth  up  Theocracy  in 
both,  as  the  bill  tonne  of  government  in  the  commonwealth,  as  well  as  in 
the  church. 

The  law,  which  your  Lordfhip  inftanceth  in  [that  none  fhall  be  chofen 
to  magistracy  among  us,  but  a  church  member]  was  made  and  enacted 
before  I  came  into  the  countrey  ;  but  I  have  hitherto  wanted  Sufficient 
light  to  plead  againfl  it.  ift.  The  rule  that  direrfteth  the  choice  of  fu- 
preame  governors,  is  of  like  ~equitie  and  weight  in  all  magifhates,  that 
one  of  their  brethren  (not  a  ftranger)  fhould  be  fet  over  them.  Dcut. 
xvii.  ig.  And  Jethroes  counfell  to  Mofes  was  approved  of  God.  that 
the  judges  and  officers  to  be  fet  over  the  people,  fhould  be  men  fearing 
God.  Exod.  xviii.  2i.  and  Solomon  maketh  it  the  joy  of  a  common- 
wealth, when  the  righteous  are  in  authority  ;  and  their  mourning,  when 
the  wicked  rule.  Prov.  xxiw  21.  Job  xxxiv.  30.  Your  Lordfnips  feare, 
that  this  will  bring  in  papal  excommunication,  is  juft,  and  pious  :  but  let 
your  Lordfhip  be  pleafed  againe  to  confider  whether  the  confequence  be 
neceffary.     Turpius  ejicitur  quam  non  admittitur  :  rion-memberihip  mav 

be 
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be  a  juft  caufe  of  non-admiffion  to  the  place  of  magiftracy,  but  yef, 
ejection  cut  of  his  memberfhip  will  not  be  a  juft  caufe  of  ejecting  him  out 
of  his  magiftracy.  A  godly  woman,  being  to  make  choice  of  an  hufband, 
may  juftly  refufe  a  man  that  is  eyther  caft  out  of  church  fcllovvfhip,  or  is 
no;  yet  receyved  into  it;  but  yet,  when  fhee  is  once  given  to  him,  fhee 
may  not  reject  him  then,  for  fuch  defect.  Mr.  Humtrey  was  chofen  for 
an  afiiftant  (as  I  heart)  before  the  colony  came  over  hither  :  and,  though 
he  be  not  as  yet  ioyned  into  church  fellowfhip  (by  reafon  of  the  un- 
fetlednes  of  the  congregation  where  he  liveth)  yet  the  commonwealth  doe 
ftill  continue  his  magiftracy  to  him,  as  knowing  he  waiteth  for  opportu- 
nity of  enjoying  church- fellowfhip  fhortly. 

When  your  Lordfliip  doubteth,  that  this  corfe  will  draw  all  things 
under  the  determination  of  the  church,  in  ordine  ad  fpiritualia  (feeing 
the  church  h  to  determine  who  fhall  be  members,  and  none  but  a 
member  may  have  to  doe  in  the  government  of  a  commonwealth)  be 
pleafed  (I  pray  you)  to  conceyve,  that  magiftrates  are  neyther  chofen 
to  office  in  the  church,  nor  doe  governe  by  directions  from  the  church, 
but  by  civill  lawes,  and  thofe  enacted  in  general]  corts,  and  executed 
in  corts  of  juftice,  by  the  governors  and  affiftsnts.  In  all  which,  the 
church  (as  the  church)  hath  nothing  to  doc  :  onely,  it  prepareth  htt 
ir.ftruments  both  to  rule,  and  to  choofe  rulers,  which  is  no  ambition 
in  the  church,  nor  difhonor  to  the  commonwealth  ;  the  apoftle,  on 
the  contrary,  thought  it  a  great  difhonor  and  reproach  to  the  church 
of  Chrift,  if  it  were  Dot  able  to  yield  able  judges  to  heare  and  deter- 
mine all  caufes  amongft  their  brethren,  i  Cor.  vi.  i  to  5.  which 
place  alone  feemeth  to  me  fully  to  decide  this  queftion  ;  for  itplaincly 
holdeth  forth  this  argument ;  It  is  a  fhame  to  the  church  to  want  able 
judges  of  civill  matters  (as  v.  5.)  and  an  audacious  act  in  any  church 
member  voluntarily  to  go  for  judgment,  other  where  than  before  the 
faints  (as  v.  1.)  then  it  will  be  noe  arrogance  nor  folly  in  church 
members,  nor  preiudice  to  the  commonwealth,  if  voluntarily  they 
never  choofe  any  civill  judges  but  from  amongft  the  faints,  fuch  as 
church  members  are  called  to  be.  But  the  former  is  clcare  :  and  how 
then  can  the  latter  be  avoyded  ?  If  this  therefore  be  (as  your  Lord- 
fliip lightly  conceyveth)  one  of  the  mainc  objections  if  not  the  onely 
one  which  hindereih  this  commonwealth  from  the  entertainment  of  the 
propofitions  of  thofe  worthy  gentlemen,  wee  intreate  them,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  coniider,  in  meeknes  of  wifdomc,  it  is  not 
any  conceite  or  will  of  ours,  but  the  holy  counfell  and  will  of  the 
Lor..'.  Jefus  (whom  they  feeke  to  ferve  as  well  as  wee)  that  overruleth 
us  in  this  cafe  ;  and  we  traft  will  overrule  them  alfo,  that  the  Lord 
onely  may  be  exalted  amongft  all  his  fervants.  What  pittie  and 
griefe  were  it,  that  the  obfervance  of  the  will  of  Chrift  mould  hinder 
good  things  from  us ! 

But  your  Lordftiip  doubteth,  that  if  fuch  a  rule  were  neceffary,  then 
the  church  eftate  and  the  beft  ordered  commonwealth  in  the  world 
were  r.ct  compatible.  But  let  not  your  Lordlhip  fo  conceyve.  For, 
the  church  fubmitteth  it  felfe  to  al!  the  lawes  and  ordinances  of  men, 
in  xhat  commonwealth  foever  they  come  to  dwell.  But  it  is  one 
thing,  to  fubmit  unto  what  they  have  noe  calling  to  reforme;  another 
thing,  voluntarily  to  ordeyne  a  forme  cf  government,  which  to  the  beft 

difcerning 
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decerning  of  many  of  us  (for  I  fpcake  not  of  myfelfe)  is  exprefsly 
contrary  to  rule.  Nor  neede  your  Lordfhip  feare  (which  yet  I  fpeakc 
with  fubmiflion  to  your  Lordfhips  better  judgment)  that  this  corfc  will 
lay  fuch  a  foundation,  as  norhing  but  a  mere  democracy  can  be  built 
upon  it.  Kodine  confefleth,  that  though  ic  be  jiatus  popularis,  where 
a  people  clioofe  their  owne  governors  ;  yet  the  government  is  not  a 
democracy,  if  it  be  adminittred,  not  by  the  people,  but  by  the  gov- 
ernors, whether  one  (for  then  it  is  a  monarchy,  though  elective)  or  by 
many,  for  then  (as  you  know)  it  is  ariltocracy.  la  which  refpect  it 
is,  that  church  government  is  iufily  denyed  (even  by  Mr.  Robinfon) 
to  be  democratic^!,  though  the  people  choofe  their  owne  officers  and 
rulers. 

Nor  neede  wee  feare,  that  this  courfe  will,  in  time,  caft  the  com- 
monwealth into  diftraclipns,  and  popular  confufionst  For (under  cor- 
rection) thefe  three  things  doe  not  undermine,  but  doe  mutually  and 
ftrongly  mainteync  one  another  (even  thofe  three  which  wee  princi- 
pally aime  at)  authority  in  magiltrates,  liberty  in  people,  purity  in 
the  church.  Purity,  preferved  in  the  church,  will  preferve  well  or- 
dered liberty  in  the  people,  and  both  of  them  eftablim  well-bailanced 
authority  in  the  magiltrates.  God  is  the  author  of  all  thefe  three, 
and  neyther  is  himfelfe  the  God  of  confufion,  nor  are  his  wayes  die 
wayes  of  confufion,  but  of  peace. 

What  our  brethren  (magiltrates  or  minifters,  or  leading  freeholders) 
will  anfwer  to  the  reft  of  the  proportions,  I  fhalj  better  underftand 
befote  the  gentlemans  retume  from  Connefticutr,  who  brought  them 
over.  Mean  while,  two  of  the  principal!  of  them,  the  generall  core 
hath  already  condefcended  unto.  i.  In  eftablilhing  a  Handing  coun- 
cell,  who,  during  their  lives,  mould  aSift  the  governor  in  managing 
the  chiefeft,  aiT:u  ies  of  this  little  Hate.  They  have  chofen,  for  the 
prcfent,  onely  two  (Mr.  Winthrope  and  Mr.  Dudley)  not  willing  to 
choofe  more,  till  they  fee  svhat  further  better  choyfe  the  Lord  will 
fend  over  to  them,  that  fo  they  may  keep  an  open  doore,  for  fuch  de- 
finable gentlemen  «s  your  Lordfhip  mentioned].  2.  They  have 
graunted  the  governor  and  affiftants  a  negative  voyce,  and  referved  to 
the  freemen  the  like  liberty  alfo.  Touching  other  things,  I  hope  to 
give  your  Lordihip  further  account,  when  the  gentleman  returneth. 

He  being  now  returned,  1  have  delivered  ro  him  an  anfwer  to  the 
reft  of  your  demands,*  according  to  the  mindes  of  fuch  leading  men 
amongft  us,  as  1  thought  meete  to  eonfult  withall,  concealing  your 
name  from  any,  excep  2  or  3,  who  alike  doe  coucurr  in  the  joynt  de- 
fire  of  yeilding  to  any  fuch  proportions  as  your  Lordfhip  demandeth, 
{0  farre  as  with  allowance  from  the  word  they  may,  beyond  which  I 
know  your  Lordfnip  would  not  require  any  thing, 

Now  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt  (the  prince  of  peace)  keepe  and  blefs 
your  Lordihip,  and  difpofe  of  all  your  times  and  talents  to  his  belt 
advantage  ;  and  let  the  covenant  of  his  grace  and  peace  reft  upon  your 
honourable  family  and  pofterity,  throughout  all  generations. 

Thus,  humbly  craving  pardon  for  my  boldneile  and  length,  I  take 
leave,  and  reft, 

Your  Honours  to  ferve  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

j.C. 

*  Appendix  No.  II.  No.  IV, 
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,      (  No.  IV.  ) 
Copy   of  a    Comnr.ffwn  for   regulating   Plantations. 

CHARLES,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and 
Ireland,  King,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c. 

7»  the  tfight  reverend  fa'her  in  God,  our  right  trujty  and  nvell  beloved 
counfllonr ,  William,  by  the  providence  of-God;  Archbfbip  of C  outer- 
bur j ,  primate  and  metropolitan  of  all  England  ;  to  our  right  t  nifty  and 
nvell  beloved  counfellour,  Thomas  Lord  Coventry-,  Lord  Keeper  of  out 
great  jcal  rf  England  ;  to  eur  tight  reverend  father  in  Gd,  our  risht 
i  rufiy  and  nvell  beloved  counfellour ,  Richard,  by  the  providence  of  G.d, 
Archbifhop>xif  York,  primate  and  metropolitan  of  England  ;  to  our  right 
trujly  and  nvell  beloved  coufin  and  counfelhur,  Richard  Ear  It  of  Port- 
land,  and  high  treafurer  of  England  ;  Henry  Earle  of  hlancheftcr. 
keeper  of  our  privy  Jeal ;  Thomas  Earle  of  Arundell  and  Surry ,  Earle 
Marlhall  of  England  ;  Ednvard  Earle  of  Dorfet,  chamberlaine  to  our 
nt'fl  dear  confort  the  L^uecn  ;  and  to  cur  trujJj  and  nvell  beloved  cun- 
fellour  Francis  Lord  Cottington,  chain  be  rtatie  and  under  treafurer  ef 
our  exchequer  ;  Thomas  Edmunds,  lint,  treafurer  cf  our  hetijbold ' ;  fohn 
Cook,  Knt.  one  of  our  principall  fcretaries  of ftate  ;  and  t  rancis  il  in- 
debank,  another  of  our  principal  fecretaries  <ij  Jiaitt   G  ii  E  E  T I  N  c . 

WHEREAS  divers  of  the  fubje&s  of  us  and  of  our  late  dear  father 
King  James,  of  famous  memory,  late,  of  England,  King,  by 
venue  of  our  royall  authority,  granted  not  only  to  enlarge  the  terri- 
tories of  our  empire,  but  more  efpecially  to  propagate  the  gofpel  of  our 
Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  having,  with  their  exceeding  induttry  .md  charge, 
deduced  great  numbers  of  the  people  of  England  into  fcveral  colonies, 
in  feverall  places  of  the  world,  either  altogether  defert  and  unpeopled, 
or  enjoyed  by  falvage  and  barbarous  nations,  voyd  of  all  manner  of 
knowledge  of  Almighty  God,  wee,  being  gracioufly  pleafed  to  provide 
for  the  eafe  and  tranquility  of  the  faid  fubjefts,  and  rcpofeing  allured 
confidence  in  your  fidelity,  wifdom,  jultice  and  providence,  do  ccnlti- 
tute  you,  our  faid  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  &c  or  any  five  or  more 
of  you,  our  councellours,  and  to  you,  or  to  any  five  or  more  of  you, 
do  commit  and  give  power  of  protection  and  government,  as  well  over 
the  faid  Engliih  colonies  already  planted,  as  over  all  fuch  other  colo- 
nies, which  by  any  of  our  people  of  England,  hereafter,  ftiall  be  de- 
duced into  any  other  like  parts  whatfoever,  and  power  to  make  law?, 
ordinances  and  con'ditutions,  concerning  either  the  Hate  public  of  the 
faid  colonies  or  utility  of  private  perfons  and  their  lands,  goods,  debts 
and  fuccefnon  within  the  precincls  of  the  fame,  and  for  ordering  and 
directing  of  them,  in  their  demeanours  towards  forreigne  princes  and 
their  people,  and  likewife  towards  us  and  our  fubjects,  as  well  within 
any  forreigne  parts  whatfoever  beyond  the  feas,  as  during  their  voyages, 
or  upon  the  feas,  to  and  from  the  fame. 

And  for  relief  and  fupport  of  the  clergy,  and  the  rule  aad  cure  of 
the  foules  of  our  people  hving  in  thole  parts,  and  for  configning  of 
convenient  maintenance  unto  them  by  tytl.es,  oblations  and  other  pro- 
fits 
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fits  accrewing,  according  to  your  good-  difcretion,  with  the  advice  of 
two  or  three  or"  our  bifhops,  whom  you  (hall  think  fitt  to  call  unto  your 
confuhations,  touching  the  diftribution  of  fuch  maintenance  unto  the 
clergy,  and  all  other  matters  ecoleliaiticall,  and  to  inflicl   punilhmcnt 
on  all  offenders  or  violators  of  c onftitutioiis  and  ordinances,  either  by 
imprifonments  or  other  reftraints,  or  by  lofs  of  life  or  members,    ac- 
cording as  the  qualify  of  the  offence  ihall  require,  with  power  alia 
(our  royall  aiTent  being  iirft  had  and  obtained)  to  remove  ail  governors 
and  prefidents  of  the  laid  colonics   (upon  juft  caufe  appearing)  trom 
their  feverai  places,  and  to  apoint  others  in   their  ftead,  and  alio  to 
require  and  rake  account  of  them  tooching  their  office  and  govern- 
ment ;  and  whom  you  (hall  find  delinquents,  you  Ihall   punifh,  either 
by  depriving  them  of  their  feverall  places  and  provinces  over  which 
they  are  appointed,  or  by  pecuniary  mulcts  and  penalties,   according 
to  the  qualities  of  the  offences  ;    and  power  aifo  to  ordain  temporal 
judges  and  civill  magutrates  to  determine  of  civil!  cauies,  with  fuch 
powers,  in  fuch  a  lorine,  as  to  you  or  any  five  or  more  of  you  (hall 
fecm  expedient  ;    and  alfo  co  ordain  judges,  magiftrates  and  officers 
for  and  concerning  courts  ecclefiafticall,  with  fuch  power  and  fuch  a 
forme,  as  to  you  or  any  five  or  more  of  you,  with  the  advice  of  the 
biihops  fuffragan  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  for  the  time  being, 
ihall  be  held  meet ;  and  power  to  comlitute  and  ordaine  tribunals  and 
courts  of  juftice,  both  ecclefiafticall  and  civill,  with  fuch  power  and 
in  them  forme  of  judicature,  and  manner  of  procefs  and  appeals  from 
and  to  the  faid  courts,    in  all  cafes  and  matters  as  well  criminal  as 
civill,  both  perfonall,  reall  and  mixt,  and  touching  the  determination 
pertaining  to  any  courts  of  juftice,  ecclefiafticall  and  civill,  to  judge; 
thereof  and  determine  ;    provided  neverthelefs,    the  faid  laws,    ordi- 
nances and  conftitutions  ihall  not  be  put  in  execution,  untill  our  roy- 
all aiTent,  expreifed  under  our  figne  at  leail,  be  firft  thereunto  had  and 
obtained,    the  which  our  royall  aiTent  fo  obtained,   together  with  the 
faid  laws,  ordinances  and  conftitutions,  being  publiihed  and  proclaimed 
in  the  provinces  in  which  they  are  to  be  executed,  the  laid  laws,  ordi- 
nances and  conftitutions,  from  thenceforth,  ihall  b;  in  force  in  law  ; 
anil  we  do  hereby  will  and  command  all  perfons  whom  it  ihall  con- 
cern, inviolably  to  keep  and  obferve  the  fame.   -  Notwithstanding,  it 
may  and  ihall  be  lawful  for  you,  and  every  five  and  more  of  you,  with 
our  royal  aiTent,   the  faid  laws,  ordinances  and  conftitutions  (tho'  fo 
publiihed  and  proclaimed  as  aforefaid)   to  alter,   revoke  and  appeal, 
and  other  new  laws,  arc.   in  forme  aforefaid,  from  time  to  time,  to 
make  and  publiih  as  aforefaid,  and  to  new  and  growing  evills  and 
periils  to  apply  new  remedies,  in  fuch  manner  and  fo  often  as  unto 
you  ihall  appear  to  be  neceffary  and  expedient. 

Know  yes  alio,  that  we  do  conftitute  you  the  faid  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  &c.  and  every  five  or  more  of  you,  our  committees,  ac- 
cording to  your  good  difcretions,  to  hear/  '  determine  all  complaints, 
at  the  entrance  and  fuit  of  the  party  grieved,  whether  it  be  againft  the 
whole  colonies  ihemfelves  or  any  governor  or  officer  of  the  ftme,  or 
whether  complaint  touching  wrongs  exhibited  and  depending,  either 
between  the  whole  bodies  of  the  colonies,  or  any  private  member 
thereof,  and  to  fammon  the  perfons  before  you,  and  they  or  their  pro- 
Vol.  I.  'Ff    ,  curators 
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curators  or  agents  being  on  both  fides  hea.d,  finally  to  determine 
thereof,  according  to  juftice.  Giving  moreover  and  granting  ro  you 
and  any  fi\e  or  more  of  you,  that  if  it  fhail  appear,  that  any  officer  or 
governor  of  the  faid  colonies,  (hall  injuriouily  intend  and  ufurp  upon 
the  authority,  power  and  pofTeffions  of  any  other,  or  fhall  unjultly 
ivrong  one  another,  or  fhall  not  fupprefs  all  rebells  to  us  or  fuch  as 
fhall  not  obey  our  commands,  that  then  it  fhall  be  lawful  (epon  advice 
with  ourfelf  full  had)  for  the  caufes  aforefaid,  or  upon  any  other juft 
reafon,  to  remand  and  caufe  the  offender  to  ret'urne  into  England,  or 
into  any  other  place,  a  cording  as  in  your  good  djferetions  you  (hall 
think  juft  and  neceffary. 

And  wee  do  furthermore  give  unto  you,  or  any  five  cr  more  of  you, 
letters  patents  and  other  writeings  whatfoever,  of  us  or  of  our  royal]  pre- 
deceffirs  granted,  for  or  concerning  the  planting  of  any  colonics,  in  any 
countries,  provinces,  iflands  or  territories  whatfoever,  beyond  the  feas, 
and  if,  upon  view  fereof,  the  fume  (hall  appear  to  voj,  or  any  five  or 
more  of  you,  to  have  been  furrepfirioufly  and  unduly  obtained,  or  that 
anv  privileges  or  liberties  therein  granted,  be  hurt :ul  to  us,  our  crown 
or  prerogative  royail,  or  to  any  foreign  princes,  to  c-iufe  the  fame,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  our  realm  of  England,  to  be  revoked, 
and  to  do  all  other  things,  which  fhall  be  nectflary,  for  the  wholefome 
government  aid  protection  of  the  faid  colonies  and  our  people  therein 
abideing. 

Wherefore,  wee  command  you,  that  vou  diligently  intend  the  premifes, 
af  fuch  ti  es  and  places  as  yourfelves  for  that  purpofe  (lull  appoint, 
charging  alfj  and  firrnely  commanding  all  prefidents  of  provinces  within 
the  aforefaid  colonies,  new  planted  or  to  be  planted,  and  all  and  every 
the  faid  colonies  thcmfelves,  and  all  other  perfons  whom  it  doth  concerne, 
that  thev  attend  you  in  the  premifes,  and  be  obedient  to  your  commands 
touching  the  fame,  fo  oftrn  as  they  (hall  be  thereunto  commanded,  at 
their  peril.  In  witnefs  whereof,  wee  caufed  thefe  our  letters  to  be  made 
pa'ent.  Witnefs  ourfelf  at  Weft  mi  after,  28  day  of  April,  in  the  tenth 
year  of  our  reifcn. 


(  No.  V.  ) 

Copy  of  the  General  Courts  JJdrefc,  the  6t/:  of  September 

1638.  " 

To  the   Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  foreigne 

Plantaions. 

The  humble  Petition  r.f  the  Inhabitants  cf  the  Majfachufet;  in  Neiv- 
Eu gland,  of  the  Gene  rail  Court  there  ajftmbltd,  the  6lh  day  of  >ep- 
tember,  in  the  \\th  yeare  of  the  Lieigr.e  of  our  §o<vei'aigi;e  Lord  King 
Charles. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  pleafed  your  Lordfhips,  bv  order  of  the  4th  of 
April  laft,   to   require  our  patent   to  be  fent  unto  you,    wee  do 
hereby  humbly  and  fmcerely  profefle,  that  wee  are  ready  to  yield  a'l  due 

obedience 
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obedience  fa  our  fcueraigne  Lord  the  King's  majefty,  and  to  your  Lord- 
fhips under  him,  and  in  this  minde  wee  left  our  native  countrie,  aid 
according  thereunto,  hath  been  our  pracdife  ever  fince,  Co  as  wee  are 
much  grieved,  that  your  Lordfhips  fh„uld  call  in  our  patent,  there  bfing 
no  caufc  knowne  to  us,  nor  any  delinquency  or  fault  of  ours  exprefled  in 
the  order  fent  to  us  for  that  purpofe,  our  government  being  according  to 
his  Majeftyes  granf,  and  wee  not  anfweiable  for  any  defeeds  in  other 
plantations,  &e, 

This  is  that  which  his  Majefties  (objects  here  do  believe  and  profeffe, 
and  thereupon  we  are  all  humble  fuitors  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  take  in'o  further  confideration  our  condition,  and  to  affoord 
us  the  liberty  of  fuhjects,  that  we  may  know  what  is  layd  to  our  charge  ; 
and  have  leaive  and  time  to  anfwer  for  ourfelves  before  we  be  condemn- 
ed as  a  people  unworthy  of  his  Majefties  favour  or  protection  ;  as  for  the? 
quo  warranto  mentioned  in  the  faid  order,  wee  doe  allure  your  Lordihips 
wee  were  never  called  to  anfwer  to  it,  and  if  wee  had,  wee  doubt  not  but 
wee  have  a  f  fhcient  plea  to  p  t  in. 

It  is  not  unknowne  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  we  cam?  into  thefe  remote 
parts  with  his  Majefties  licence  and  encouragement,  under  his  great  feale 
of  England,  and  in  the  confidence  wee  ha  1  of  that  a^.urancc,  wee  have 
tranfported  our  families  and  eftate;,  and  here  have  wee  built  and  planted, 
to  the  great  enlargement  and  fecuring  of  his  Majefties  dominions  in  thefe 
parts,  fo  as  if  our  patent  fhould  now  be  taken  from  us,  we  fhail  be  looked 
on  as  runnigadoes  and  outlawed,  and  fhnll  be  enforced,  either  to  remoove 
to  fome  other  place,  or  to  returne  into  our  native  country  againe  ;  either 
of  which  will  put  us  to  unfupportable  extremities,  and  thefe  evilh 
(among  others)  will  neceffarily  follow,  (i.)  Many  thou (and  fouls  will 
be  expofed  to  ruine,  being  layd  open  to  the  inj'iries  of  all  men.  (2  )  If 
wee  be  forced  to  deferc  this  place,  the  reft  of  the  plantations  (being  too 
weake  to  fubfift  alone)  will,  for  the  moft  part,  diffdve  and  goe  with  us, 
and  then  will  this  whole  countrey  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French  or 
Dutch,  who  would  fpeedily  imbrace  fuch  an  oppertunitv.  (3.)  If  we* 
Ihould  loofe  all  our  labour  asd  coils,  and  be  deprived  of  thofe  liberties 
which  his  Majefty  hath  granted  us.  and  nothing  layd  to  our  charge,  nor 
any  fayling  to  be  found  in  us  in  point  of  allegiance  (which  all  our  coun- 
trymen doe  take  notice  of  and  will  jufti'y  our  faithfulnefs  in  this  behalfe} 
it  will  difcourage  all  men  heereafter  from  the  like  undertakings  upon 
confidence  of  his  Majeftyes  royal  grant.  Laftly,  if  our  parent  be  taken 
from  us  (whereby  wee  fuppofe  wee  may  clayme  intereft  in  his  Majeftyes 
favour  and  protection)  the  common  people  heere  will  confeive  that  his 
Majefty  hath  call  them  off,  and  that,  heereby,  they  are  freed  from  their 
allegiance  and  fubjecdion,  and,  thereupon,  will  be  ready  to  confederate 
themfelves  under  a  new  government,  for  their  neceffary  fafety  and  fub- 
fiftance,  which  will  be  of  dangerous  example  to  other  plantations,  and 
perrillous  to  ourfclvcs  of  incurring  his  Majeftyes  difpleafure,  which  wee 
would  by  all  means  avoyd. 

Upon  thefe  confiderations  wee  are  bold  to  renew  our  humble  fuppli- 
cations  to  your  Lordfhips,  that  wee  may  be  fuffered  to  live  heere  in  this 
wildernefs,  and  that  this  poore  plantation,  which  hath  found  more  favour 
from  God  than  many  others,  may  not  find  lefs  favour  from  your  Lord- 
fcips  j  that  our  liberties  fhould  be  reftreyned,    when  others  arc  enlarged , 
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that  the  doorp  rhnnld  he  kept  frnirt  unto  as,  while  it  flaftds  open  tn  ft)] 
other  plantations,  that  men  of  ability  fhould  be  debarred  from  us,  while 
thev  havelnc'ouragernent  to  other  colonies. 

Wee  dare  not  queftion  your  Lord  (hips  proceeding*  ;  wee  only  deftre 
to  open  our  rrriefes  where  the  remedy  is  to  be  expected  :  If  in  any  th'ir.v 
wee  have  offended  his  Mnjeftvand  your  Lordfhips,  wee  humbly  proftrare 
ourfelves  at  the  footftool  of  fuprcame  authority  :  Jet  us  be  made  the  ob- 
ject of  his  Majeftyes  clemency,  and  not  cutt  off,  in  our  firft  appeal,  from 
all  hope  of  favour.  Thus,  with  cur  earnefr.  prayers  to  the  King  of  Kings 
for  long  life  and  profpereety  to  bis  facred  Majefty  and  his  royal)  family, 
and  fcr  all  honour  and  welfare  to  your  Lordfhips,  wee  humbly  take 
leave. 

This  is  a  true  copie  compared  with  the  original  on  file,  ?s  attefted. 

Edward  Ramson,  Secretary, 


(  No.  VI.  ) 

7);.-  Thefes  of  the  firft  Clafs  cf  Graduates  at    Harvard  Col- 
lege, in  1642*. 

Spcvfbtifiimis  Pietate,  ct  UluftriiTimis  Eximia  Virtute  Viris,  D.  lohan- 

■ni  Winthropo,   inclvtae  MaiTachufetti  Colonke  Gubernatori, 

D.  Johavni  Endicntti,  Vice-Gubernatori,  D.  Thorn. 

J)udleo,   D.    Rich.  Brllinghamo,    D.  loan. 

Humphry  do,  D,  Jjracl  itoitghtonn. 

Nee  non  Reverrndis  pientiflimifq'.ie  viris  Ioanvi  Cottovj,  loan.  Wil/oacty 

Joan.  Davexpdrt,   Tho.  Weld:,    Hug~>ni  Petri,   Tho.  -'hepardo. 

Coliegij  Harvardenjis,   nov.  Cantabr.  infpectoribus 

fidelifiimis,    casterifque   Mngiftratibus,    & 

Eclleliaruin     ejufdem     Colonial 

Prefbyteris  vigilantiffimis. 

Has  Thefes  Philologicas,  &  Philofophicas,  quas,  Deo  uuce,    PrsefiJe 

Henrico   Duf:jh>o,    palam    pro    virili  proougnare    cona- 

buntur   (honoris  &  obfervantia:  gratia)  dicanj: 

confecrantque  in  aitibus  liberaiibus 

initiati  Adolefcentes. 

Pe»/ami?    Woodbrigius  J  Hevricus  Saltovfiall      Nathaniel    nr/'Jterus 
Gebrghts    Do-zv>:n:gns      j  Johannes   Bnlkleius        Samuel    Bcllinghamns 
Gulielmki  JJubbardus     \  Joannes  Wiljonus  ~t  obias  Bcrnardus. 

Theft- 

*  From  the  year  1642  to  the  yeir  ^64.  inclufive,  2124  perfons  have  received 
degrees  a*  harvard  college,  about  40  of  which  were  honourary  degrees,  the  remain- 
der were  conterred  upon  fueh  as  had  been  admitted  ftudents  there.  Jn  July 
Jaft,  5091  of  the  perfons  graduated  remained  alive,  the  eldeft  of  whom  received 
fits  decree  cf  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1 6 q 8 .  The  falary  of  the  Prefident,  from  the 
firft  foundation,  has  been,  annually,  n  ran  fed  by  the  government  of  the  colony  and 
province,  betides  annual  grants  which  have  been  made,  for  many  years  parti  to 
jhe  feveral profeflbrs  and  inftrvdois,  wheje  the  foundations  have  been  inluifinenr. 

The 
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Thefes    Pkikkgicm. 

GrMMATTCAS. 

jr.  LINGUARUM   Scientia  ell   utiliffirna. 

2.  Literse  non  exprimunt  quantum  vocis  orgrma  efterunt. 

3.  Hasbraja  eft  Linguarum  Mater. 

4.  Confonantes  &  vocales  Hzebreorum  funt  coa^tanecr. 

5.  Punftationes  chatephata?  fyllabarrj  proprie  non  efticiunt. 

6.  Linguaram  Graeca  eft  copiofiffin-ia. 

7.  Lingua  Graecaeft  ad  accentus  pronuncianda. 

8.  Lingua  Latina  eft  eloquentifllma. 

Rhetoricas. 

x.  RHETORIC  A  fpecie  difTert  a  Logica. 

2.  In  Elocutione  perfpicuitati  cedit  ornatus,  ornatui  copia. 

3.  Aftio  primas  tenet  in  pronunciatione. 

4.  Oratoris  eft  celare  Artem. 

Lo  g  1  c  a  s. 

?.  UNIVERSALIA  non  funt  extra  intelle^tim. 
2.  Omnia  Argumenta  funt  relata. 

3    Caufa  Ji*e  qua  non  non  eft  pcculiaris    caufa    a   quatuor   reliquis 
generalibiis. 

4.  Caufa  et  effeflus  funt  fiiml  tempore. 

5.  DiiTentanea  funt  arque  nota. 

6.  Contrarietas  eft  tarttum  inter  duo. 

7.  Sublato  relato  toliiter  correlatum.  8  Genus. 

The  charge  of  the  feveral  buildings  alfn  ;  except  the  firft  houfe,  built  principally 
by  the  legacy  of  Mr.  Harvard  ;  Stoughtca-Hall,  by  lieutenant  governor  Stough- 
ton  ;  and  the  Chape',  by  Mrs.  Holden  ;  has  always  been  borne  by  the  govern- 
ment. The  library,  confifting  of  five  or  fix  thoul'and  volumes,  many  of  them  by 
the  raoft  celebrated  authors,  grew  cut  of  donations  from  charitable  benefactors, 
unlefs  any  fmall  purchafes  have  been  made  out  of  the  college  ftock.  This  valua- 
ble library,  together  with  the  apparatus,  and  the  whole  of  the  college,  in  which 
they  were  placed,  were  qonfumed  by  fire,  in  January  1764.  Very  generous  pre- 
fents  have  been  fince  made>  towards  the  library,  but,  as  yet.  far  lhort  of  procur- 
ing one,  equal  to  the  former.  Of  the  many  benefactors  to  the  college,  the  family 
of  Mollis  (lands  the  firft  upon  the  lift.  Mi-  Thomas  Mollis,  of  London,  who 
died  in  1731,  founded  two  profeiTorlhips,  one  of  divinity  and  the  other  of  mathe- 
maticks  and  natural  philofophy.  Me  gave  an  apparatus  for  experimental  phi- 
Jofophy,  and  made  (?reat  and  frequent  additions  to  the  library.  Several  other 
branches  of  the  family  have  given  bountifully  to  the  college,  particularly  the 
prefent  Mr.  Mollis  of  Grey's  Inn,  who,  befwles.his  donations  to  the  former  libra- 
ry, has  given  largely  towards  the  new  library  now  collecting.  The  general  court, 
having  caufed  a  new  college  to  be  built  in  tae  year  1763,  which  coft  between  four 
snd  five  thoul'and  pounds  fterling,  it  has  taken  the  name  of  Hollis-Hall,  in 
grateful  remembrance  of  the  benefactions  of  this  worthy  family.  I  fuppofe  the 
donation  of  Thomas  Hancocki  Efq.  late  of  Bofton,  deceafed,  who  gave  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  fterling  towards  founding  a  profellbrfhip  for  the  oriental  languages, 
ib  tiie  next  in  value.  His  executor  and  refiduary  legatee,  Mr.  John  Hancock, 
being  informed  of  his  teftator's  intention  to  have  given  five  hundred  pound* 
fterling  more,  towards  the  library,  geneioufly  gave  the  fame  fum  for  the  lam* 
pur^pl'e. 
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8.  Genus  perfcdiim  zqualiter  communicatur  fpeciebus. 
g.  Testimonium  valet  quantum  teftis. 
ic.  Elenchorum  doftrina  iti  Lo^ica  non  eft  n^cefcria. 

11.  Axioma  contingens  eft,  quod  ita  verum  eft,  ur  aliqnando  falfum 

efTe  poffit. 

12.  Praecepta  Artium  debent  efle  kata  tantos,  katP  auto,  kath'  etou 

proton. 


Thefts   PhitofopMcas. 

Ethicai, 

i.  PHILOSO?HIA  pra<ftica  eft  eruditicnis  meta. 

z.  A&io  virtutis  habnum  anteceliir. 

3.  Voluntas  eft  virtutis  m^ralis  fubjcclum. 

4.  Voluntas  eft  formaliter  libera. 
r.  Prudentia  virtutum  difficillini). 

6.  Prudentia  eft  virtus  intellectual's  &  moralis. 

7.  Juftitia  mater  omnium  virtutum. 

8.  Mors  potius  fubeunda  quam  aliquid  culpa?  perpet rand  urn. 
9  Non  injufte  agit  nifi  qui  libens  agit, 

r®.   Meniiri  poteft  qui  verum  die  it. 

ii.  Juvcni  modeftia  fummum  ornamentum. 

Physic  as. 

1.  CORPUS  naturale  mobile  eft  fuhjeclum  Phyfica?. 

i.  Materia  fecunda  non  poteft  exiftere  line  forma. 

3.  Forma  eft  aeeidens. 

4.  Unius  rei  non  eft  nitl  unui  farma  conftitutiva. 
r.  Forma  eft  principium  individuationis. 

6.  Privatio  non  eft  principium  internum. 

7.  Ex  meris  accidentibus  non  fit  fubfiantia. 

8.  Quicquid  movetur  ab  alio  movetur. 

9.  In  omni  motu  movens  fimul  eft  c.um  mobili. 
ro.  Ccelum  r.cn  movetur  ab  intelligentijs.' 

j  1.  Non  dantur  orbes  in  ccelo. 

12.  Quodiibet  Elementum   habet  unum   c:i   prirr.is  qualitatic'^j   fii 

rr.axime  propria m. 
j  :.  Futredo  in  humido  fir.  a  calore  externo. 
14.  An?ma  non  fir  ex  traduce, 
j  5.  Vehemens  fenfibile  deftruit  fenfum. 

M  E  T  a  p  n  j  s  1  c  a  5 . 

1.  OMNE  ens  eflfbonum. 

2.  Omne  creatum  eft  concrctum. 

3.  Quicquid  sternum  idem  &  immenfum. 

4.  Eonum  Me'taphyficum  non  fufcipit  grades, 
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(  No..  VII.  ) 

€opy  of  the  determination  of  arbitrators  for  fettling  the  line 
beizveeri,  New-Hav.en  and  the  Dutch)  in  1 650. 

ARTICLES  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  at  Hartford,  upon  Con- 
necticut, Sept.  19,  1650,  betwixt  the  delegates  of  the  honored  coin- 
miflieners  of  the  united  Englifhe  colonies,  and  the  delegates  of  Peter 
Stuyvefant,  governor  geneiall  of  Nevve-Netherlands. 

Concerning  the  hounds  and  lymi's  betwixt  the  Engtijhe  united  Ccllonies 
and  the  Dutch  province  sf  New-Netherlands,  wee  agree  and  determine 
as  folloivetb. 

1.  '  J  "*HAT  upon  Long-Tflan^,  a  line,  run  from  the  weftermofr  part 
k.     of  Qyfter-bay,  and  (o  in  a  (freight  and  direct  line  to  the  ft  a, 
fhall  be  the  bounds  betweene  ihe  Knglifhe  and  Dutch  there  :  the  eaiteily, 
part  to  belonge  to  the  Englifh,  the  vveflermoft  part  to  the  Dutch. 

2.  The  bounds,  upon  the  maine,  to  begin  upon  the  weft  fide 'of 
Greenwich  bay,  being  about  fuur  miles  from  Stamford,  and  Co  to  run  a 
wefterly  line  twenty  miles  up  into  the  country,  and  after,  as  it  fhall  be 
agreed  by  the  two  governments  of  the  Dutch  and  Newe  Haven,  provided 
the  faid  line  runn  not  within  tenn  miles  of  Hartford  river.  And  it  is 
agreed,  that  the  Dutch  fhall  not,  at  any  tyme  hereafter,  build  any  hoafe 
or  habitation  within  fix  miles  of  the  faid  line,  the  inhabitants  of  Green- 
wich to  remain  ('ill  further  confideration  thereof  be  had)  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Du:ch. 

3.  That  the  Dutch  fhall  hould  and  enjoy  all  the  lands  in  Hartford, 
that  they  are  actually  in  poffefTion  off.  knowr.e  or  fett  out  by  certaino 
nierkes  and  boondes,  and  all  the  remainder  of  the  faid  lands,  on  both 
fides  of  Connecticut  river,  to  be  and  remains  to  the  Er.glifh  there. 

And  it  is  agreed,  that  the  aforefaid  bounds  and  lymvts,  bath  upon  the 
iflind  and  maine,  fh ill  be  obflrved  and  kept  inviolable,  both  by  the 
Englifhe  of  the  united  collonies  and  all  the  Dutch  nation,  without  any 
encroachment  or  moleftation,  until  a  full  determination  be  agreed  upon 
in  Europe,  by  mutual  confent  of  the  two  ftates  of  England  and  Holland, 

And  in  teftimony  of  our  joint  confent  to  the  feveral  foregoing  con- 
ditions, wee  have  hereunto  fett  our  hands  this  19th  day  of  7ber,  1650. 

Symon  Bradftreete        Tho:  Willet 
Tho:  Preuce  Theo:  Eaxter. 
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(  No.  VIII.  ) 
Copy  of  a  Petition  to  thd  Parliament  in  i6jjl. 

To  tke  mod  honourable  the  parliament  of  the  commonwealth  of  England, 
tile  fuprcme  authoritie,  Greeting* 

'The  humble  petition  of  the  general  court   cf  the  Mojfachufetts-Bay    in 
j.\e<-vU-Engla>id. 

THERE  coming  jo  our  handes.  not  long  fince,  a  printed  proclama- 
tion, prohibiting  trade  with  Virginea,  Barbados,  Bermuda  and 
Antego,  of  which  we  were  obfervant  (though  to  the  great  ioile  and  pre- 
judice of  the  whole  colonie)  about  the  end  thereof  we  found,  that  the 
parliament  had  given  power  to  the  counfaile  of  ilate  to  place  governors 
and  commiffioners  (without  exception)  in  all  the  colonies  of  the  Englifo 
in  America,  wherein  we  rinding  ou delves  comprehended  as  wrapped  up 
in  one  bundle  with  all  the  other  colonies ;  our  cafe  being  different  from 
ail  other  English  colonies  in  America  for  ought  we  know  or  have  heard  : 
Alfo  fince  receiving  information  by  Mr.  Window  our  agent,  that  it  is 
the  parliaments  pleafure  that  we  fhould  take  a  new  patent  from  them,  and 
keep  our  courts  and  ilTue  our  warrants  in  their  names,  which  we  have  not 
ufed  either  in  the  late  Kinges  time  or  fince,  not  being  able  to  difcerne 
the  need  of  fuch  an  injunction  :  Thefe  thinges  make  ns  doubt  and  fear 
what  is  intended  towards  us.  Let  it  theiefore  pleas  you,  moll  honour- 
a!  le,  we  humbly  entreat,  to  take  notice,  hereby,  what  were  our  orders, 
upon  what  conditions  and  with  what  authority  we  came  hither,  and  what 
we  have  done  fince  our  coining.  We  were  the  firft  moovers  and  under- 
takers of  foe  great  an  attempt,  being  men  able  enough  to  live  in  Eng- 
land with  our  neighbours,  and  being  helpfull  to  others,  and  not  needing 
the  help  of  any  for  outward  thinges,  about  three  or  four  and  twenty  years 
fince,  feeing  juft  eaufc  to  feare  the  perfecution  of  the  then  bifhops  and 
high  com  million ,  for  not  conforming  to  the  ceremonies  then  preffed  upon 
the  confcicnces  of  rhofe  under  their  power,  we  thought  it  our  fa  i  cf  r  courfe 
to  get  to  this  outride  of  the  world,  out  of  their  view  and  beyond  their 
reach.  Yet  before  we  refclved  upon  foe  great  an  undertaking,  wherein 
fhould  be  hazarded  not  only  all  our  eflatcs  but  alfoe  the*  lives  of  cur- 
felves  and  our  pofteiity,  both  in  the  voyage  at  fea  (wherewith  we  were 
unacquainted)  and  in  coming  into  a  wildernefs  uninhabited  (unlefs  in 
fome  few  places  by  heathen  barbarous  Indians)  we  thought  it  nectifary 
to  procure  a  patent  from  the  late  King,  who  then  ruled  all,  to  warrant 
our  retnovall  and  prevent  future  inconveniences,  and  foe  did.  By  which 
patent,  liberty  and  power  was  granted  to- us  to  live  under  the  govern- 
ment of  a  governour,  magiitrutcs  of  our  owne  chufing,  and  under  laws  of 
our  owne  making  (not  being  repugnant  to  the  lawes  of  England)  accord- 
ing to  which  patent  we  have  governed  curfeives  abo\e  this  twenty  three 
years,  we  coming  hither  at  our  proper  charges,  without  the  help  of  the 
lhre,  an  acknowledgment  of  the'freedomc  of  our  goods  from  cuftom, 
and  h^.ing  expended,   firft  and  Ialt,  in  our  tranfportation,   building, 

fencinge. 
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frncinge,  warre  with  the  Indians,  fortifying,  fubduing  the  earth  in  mak- 
ing it  tit  for  culture,  divers  hundereth  of  thcufnnd  poundes ;  and  have 
now  made  the  place  foe  habitable  that  we  are  enabled  to  live  in  a  mean 
;ind  low  condition,  and  alfoe  to  furnifh  other  places  with  come,  beife, 
pork,  maftes,  clapboord,  pipe  ftaves,  fi(h,  beaver,  otter,  and  other  com- 
modities, and  hoped  that  our  pofterity  fhould  reape  the  fruit  of  our  la- 
bours, and  enjoy  the  liberties  and  privileges  we  had  obteined  for  them, 
and  lor  which  we  have  payd  foe  dear  and  run  foe  great  hazards.  Ami 
for  our  carriage  and  demeanour  to  the  honourable  parliament,  for  thefe 
ten  years,  fince  the  firft  beginning  of  your  differences  with  the  late  King 
and  the  warre  that  after  enfuied,  we  have  conftantly  adheared  to  you, 
not  withdrawing  ourfelves  in  your  weakeft  condition  and  dcubtfulleft 
times,  but  by  our  faftir.g  and  prayers  for  your  good  fucceffs,  and  our 
rhankfgiving  after  the  fame  was  attained,  in  dayes  of  folemnity  fet  apart 
for  that  purpofe,  as  alfoe  by  our  fending  over  ufeful  men  (others  alfoe 
going  voluntarily  from  us  to  help  you)  who  have  been  of  good  wfc  and 
done  good  acceptable  Cervices  to  the  army,  declaring  to  the  world  heerby, 
that  fueh  was  the  duty  and  love  we  beare  unto  the  parliament  that  we 
were  ready  to  rife  and  fall  with  them  ;  for  which  we  have  fullered  the 
hatred  and  threats  of  other  Englifh  colonies,  now  in  rebellion  againft 
you,  as  alfoe  the  lofs  of  divers  of  our  fhippes  and  goods,  takent  by  the 
Kings  party  that  is  dead,  by  others  commimoned  by  the  King  of  Scotts, 
and  by  the  Portugalls.  All  which  if  you  fhall  pleas  juftly  and  favourably 
to  conf.der,  we  cannot  but  h<">pe,  but  that,  as  you  have  formerly/conferred 
many  favours  upon  us,  foe  it  fhall  goe  noe  worfe  with  us,  than  it  did 
under  the  late  King  ;  and  that  the  frame  of  our  government,  fhall  not  be 
changed,  and  enftcad  of  governour  and  magiftrates  yearly  by  ourfelves 
chofen,  have  other  impofed  upon  us  againft  our  wills  ;  wherein  if  our 
hoprs  fhould  deceave  as  (which  God  forbid)  we  fhall  have  caufe  to  fay 
we  have  fallen  into  hard  times,  and  fit  downe  and  figh  out  our  too  late 
repentance  for  our  coming  hither,  and  patiently  bear  what  fhall  be  im- 
pofed upon  us;  our  adverfny  in  fuch  a  cafe  being  the  greater,  becaufe 
iome  of  us  are  too  old,  and  all  our  eftates  growne  too  weake  (except  a 
very  few)  to  feek  out  a  new  corner  of  the  world  to  inhabit  in.  But,  as 
we  faid  before,  we  hope  that  this  moft  honourable  parliament  will  not 
caft  fuch  as  have  adheared  to  you  and  depended  upon  you,  as  we  have 
done,  into  {oe  deep  defpaire,  from  the  fear  of  which  we  humbly  def.re  to 
be  fpeedily  freed  by  a  juft  and  gracious  anfwer  ;  which  will  hefhly  bind 
us  to  pray  and  ufe  all  lawful]  endeavours  for  the  bleffing  of  God  upon 
you  and  the  prefent  government. 

We  will  conclude,  molt  honourable,  our  humble  petition  with  the 
heartie  acknowledgments  of  the  goodnes  of  God  towards  us,  who  hath 
put  into  your  hearts  gracioufly  to  conferre  upon  us  fo  many  undeferved 
favours  and  great  privileges,  from  tyme  to  tyme,  in  helping  on  the  great 
work  of  God  here  amongft  us,  in  taking  off  the  cuftomes  from  ns,  in 
enlarging  your  fund  of  boantie  towards  us  for  the  propagating  of  the  gof- 
pel  among  the  natives  with  us,  which  work  God  profpereth  beyond  ex- 
pectation in  fo  few  years  ;  in  doing  us  that  juitice  in  ftopping  all  appeals 
from  hence  to  you,  in  fending  over  many  fen  ants  to  us,  in  vouchfafeing 
to  have  a  tender  care  over  us  upon  all  occafions  ;  for  thefe,  and  for  all 
ether  manifold  encouragements  receaved  from  the  moft  honourable  court* 

Vo}..  I,  G  g  <*'?. 
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of  parliament,  as  we  arc  bound  to  praife  and  magnify  the  name  of  oirr 
good  Gcd,  fo  we  acknowledge  it  our  bounden  durie,  not  only  to  be 
heartilie  thankfull  to  the  molt  honourable  court,  but  ever  to  prav,  that 
the  Lord  (if  it  be  his  good  pleafu're)  will  fo  ellablifh  ycu  the  fuprf ame 
auihoritie  of  that  commonwealth,  that,  all  your  enemies  being  fubdued, 
you  may  rule  in  pcr.ce  and  profpe'rit&e,  to  his  glorie  and  vour  owne  com- 
forr  here  on  earth,  and  e'verlaftinglie  raigne  with  him  in  glorie  hereafter; 
which  arc  the  earncll  defires  and  fervent  prayers  of, 

I  Idft  honourable, 

Your  humble  fervants, 

J.E. 

r.  d. 

Ed.  R. 
In  the  name  and  of  the  court. 


(  No.  IX.  ) 

of  a  L::::r  to  Oliver  Cromwell  /;/  165.1,  ffom  the 
General  Court  of  the  Mojjachufctts. 

To  the  right  honorable  his  Excellence  the  'Lord  Generall  Cromwell. 

Right  Hon. 

WEE  acknowledge  ourfelves  in  all  dutie  bound,  not  only  to  take 
due  notice  of  that  tender  enre  and  undeferved  refpeft  your  excel- 
lence hath,  upon  all  occafions,  vouc'ifafed  unto  the  poor  defpifed  colonie 
of  the  MalfachuE'tts  in  New-England,  but  alfo  to  acknowledge  ourfelves 
ever  obliged  to  forve  you,  and  to  improve  that  intereft  which,  through 
grace,  we  huve  obtained  in  Jehovah,  the  God  of  armies,  to  profper  you 
and  your  great  and  godly  undertakings  to  his  glorie  and  your  everlafting 
comfort. 

Your  readines,  right  honorable,  to  doe  us  good,  hath  occafioned  thefe 
lines  to  be  prefented  to  your  excellence,  to  the  end  that  no  priuat  infor- 
mation may  occafion  your  honor  (contrarie  to  your  aymes  and  ends}  to 
preiudice  this  colonie,  by  inviting  over  many  of  the  inhabitants  thereof 
to  be  tranfplanted  into  Ireland  ;  wherein,  although  we  verilie  beleeve 
that  your  honor  aymes  at  the  glorie  of  God  and  the  welfare  of  this  peo- 
ple, yet  (with  fauorj  we  conceave  it  will  tend  to  the  contrarie,  for  thefe 
reafons  following. 

Firft,  We  did  profcile,  we  came  into  thefe  remote  partes  of  the  earth 
to  enioy  the  iiberties  of  the  gofpel  in  their  puritie,  which,  hitherto,  we 
have  (through  the  grace  of  Chrift)  had,  without  reftraint,  thefe  23  yean- 
and  above.  So  that  there  is  no  folid  ground  for  any  defect  therein,  that 
we  know,  that  fnould  occaiion  a  remoue. 

Secondlie,  God  hath  bleiled  the  countrey  with  plentie  of  food  of  all 
kindes,  generallie  through  the  land,  infomuch  that  there  are  many  thou- 
fands  of  bufhels  of  graine,  and  other  provifions,  of  beef,  pork,  Sec.  yearlic 
tranfported  toother  places.  And  where  there  be  any  poore  people  through 
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a^e,  or  weaknes,  or  loffes  by  fire  or  other  band  of  God  upon  them  or 
their  eftntcs,  the  churches  or  towns,  or  both,  doe  contribute  to  their  wants. 
So  thru  povertie  cannot,  truely,  be  alleaged  to  be  a  ground  of  remouall. 

Third  lis,  We  know  net  a  more  heahhie  pb.ee  in  the  whole  world,  for 
the  general,  than  this  land.  Therefore,  there  can  be  no  ground  of  re- 
m.ouing  for  want  of  health, 

Foutthlie,  VVc  know  not  any  countrey  more  peaceable  and  free  from 
warrs,  for  the  prefsnt,  through  the  mercy  of  God.  What  our  unthank- 
ful lnefs  may  bring  upon  us,  the  juft  Gcd  onlie  knowes ;  but  we  deli  re 
the  Lord  Co  to  guide  us,  that  we  may  not  provoke  the  eyes  of  his  jelofie 
againft  us.  Sue  that  we  cotlceave  there  is  no  jult  ground  of  remouall  in 
that  refpeet. 

Fiftniie,  God  is  pleafed  hirhemnto  to  maintayne  unto  us  all  his  ordi- 
nances, both  in  church  an  1  commonwealth,  whereby,  fpreading  errors 
jn  judgement  are  fuppreffed,  and  prophanenes  and  wickednes  in  practice 
punifiied  according  to  rule  and  the  beft  light  God  is  pleafed  to  vcuchfafe 
unto  us.  So  that  wc  cannot  fee  ground  of  remoueall  for  any  defect  in 
thefe  particulars. 

Sixthlie,  God  hath  made  this  colonic  to  be  inftnimentall  in  the  con- 
verlion  of  fome  of  the  natiues  amongft  us,  and  many  more  are  hopefull 
to  fubmitt  to  the  gofple  and  beleeve  in  Cliriit  Jefus.  And  that  worke 
js  brought  ro  this  perfection  alreadic,  that  fome  of  the  Indians  themfelvcs 
can  pray  and  propheiie,  in  a  cona  far  table  manner,  to  the  reli,  with  gr?ac 
gravitie,  reverence  and  zealc,  and  can  write  and  read  Engliih  and  In- 
dian comfortably.  And  many  fcores  of  them  aifemble  together  upon 
their  lecture  days,  and  are  well  affected  to  the  gofple.  So  that  although 
this  may  not  fee.ne  to  be  an  argument  fufiicient  to  hinde-  fomc  from  re- 
moving, yet  it  might  be  a  juft  ground  of  consideration  for  many  to 
tunic  their  backs  upon  fo  hopefull  and  glorious  a  worke. 

Laftlie,  The  great  noife  and  general  report  of  (o  many  invited,  and 
intending  to  tranfoiant  themfelves  into  Ireland,  hath  occafioned  fome 
discouragement  and  weakening  to  the  whole  bodie  of  the  colonie,  and 
ncceti'arilie  bring:,  an  ill  report  upon  the  land,  as  it  defective  in  that 
which  make  for  a  peoples  comfortable  fubfiftance,  which  cannot  be  but 
dishonourable  to  our  good  God,  who  hath  done  U>  much  for  us  as  he 
hath  done,  and  confequentlie  not  comfortable  to  fuch  amongft  us  as 
have  occafioned  it. 

Yet,  notvvii Inland ing  (right  honorable)  it  is  not  our  purpofe,  in  lay- 
ing down  thefe  reafons  before  your  excellence,  to  hinder  any  families 
or  perfons  to  remoue  to  any  partes  of  the  world  where  God  calleth 
them.  And  there  is  a  law,  long  fince  eftabliihed  amongft:  us,  that 
granteth  fuch  a  libertie.  But  our  intent  onlie  is  to  let  your  excellence 
underftand  the  ftate  and  condition  of  this  people,  that  God  may  have 
his  due  praifes,  and  that  your  honor  may  not  be  wronged  (by  particular 
information)  of  the  ftate  of  this  colonie  ;  that,  accordingly,  your  ex- 
cellence may  ad  as  you  fliall,  for  the  future,  in  your  wifdome,  fee 
rneete. 

Furthermore,  We  humbly  petition  your  excellence  to  be  pleafed  to 
{hew  us  what  fauor  God  fliall  be  pleafed  to  direct  you  unto  on  our  be- 
halfe,  to  the  moll  honorable  parliament,  unto  whom  we  have  now  pre- 
sented a  petition.     The  copy  of  it,  verbatim,  we  are  bold  to  fend  here*- 

G  g  i  with, 
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with,  that,  if  God  fo  pleafe,  we  may  not  be  hindered  in  our  comforta- 
ble proceedings  in  the  worke  of  God  heerc  in  this  wiidernes.  Wherein, 
as  for  other  fauors,  we  (hall  be  bound  to  pray,  that  the  Captain  of  the 
hoaft  of  Ifraell  may  be  with  you  and  your  whole  army,  in  all  your 
great  enterprifes,  to  the  glorie  of  God,  the  fubduing  of  his  and  your 
enemies,  and  your  everialting  peace  and  comfort  in  Jefus  Chrift.  In 
whom  we  are,     Right  Hon. 

Your  mofc  obliged  fervants, 

i  J.  E. 


(  No.  X.  ) 
Copy  of  an  Addrefs  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  1654., 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

IT  hath  beene  no  fmal  comfort  to  us  poor  exiles,  in  thefe  utmoft  end* 
of  the  earth  (who  fometimes  felt  and  often  feared  the  fro^vnes  of  the 
mighty)  to  have  had  the  experience  of  the  good  hand  of  God,  in  raif- 
ingeup  fuch,  whofe  endeavours  have  not  beene  wanringe  to  cur  welfare  : 
amongft  whom,  we  have  good  caufe  to  give  your  highnefs  the  firft 
place  :  who  by  a  continued  feries  of  favours  have  obliged  us,  not  only 
while  you  moved  in  a  lower  orbe,  but  fince  the  Lord  hath  called  your 
highnefs  to  fupreame  authority,  whereat  we  rejoice  and  fhal  pray  for 
the  continuance  of  your  happy  government,  that  under  your  fhadow 
not  only  ourfelves,  but  ail  the  churches  may  find  reft  and  peace.  The 
affurance  of  your  highnefs's  endeavours  for  that  end  wee  have  lately. 
Received  by  Major  Sedgwick  and  Capt.  Leveritt,  for,  notwithstanding 
the  urgent  and  important  occafibns  wherewith  your  highnefs  is  preffed, 
yet  your  goodnefs  hath  compelled  you  to  be  mindful  of  us,  and  to  give 
fuch  royal  demoniiration  cf  your  grace  and  favour,  far  beyond  what 
we  dared  to  ex  peel:  or  defire,  upon  intelligence  of  our  condition  pre- 
fented  to  your  highnefs  by  fome  private  friends,  whofe  well  meaninge 
to  us,  muft  excufe  their  miitake  ;  which  hath  made  us  confident,  that 
pur  attendance  to  your  pleafure,  in  furnifhinge  the  faid  gentlemen  with 
Yoiuntiers,  for  your  highnefs's  fervice  againft  the  Dutch  at  the  Man- 
hatas,  will  be  acceptable  :  with  whom  alfo,  in  complyance  with  our 
nation,  ever  fince  wee  heard  of  the  warr,  wee  have  debarred  ourfelves 
of  all  commerce  ;  and  have  been  exercifed  with  ferious  and  confeien- 
tions  thoughts  of  our  duty  in  this  juncture  of  affaires  ;  the  refult  where- 
of was  in  May  1653,  That  it  was  molt  agreeable  to  the  gofpel  of  peace 
which  we  profefs,  and  fafeft  for  thefe  colonyes,  at  this  feafon,  to  for- 
bearc  the  ufe  of  the  fword  ;  and  though  fome  of  the  other  colonyes 
feemed  to  be  of  another  mind,  yet  there  wanted  the  concurrence  cf 
fuch  a  number  of  the  commiffioners  to  aft  accordingly,  without  whofe 
cenfent  foregoinge  (by  the  articles  of  our  confederation)  no  warr  muy 
be  undertaken.  Wee  have  nothing  to  add,  to  what  was  then  under 
ccnfideration,  to  put  us  upon  that  undertaking,  in  reference  to  our  own 
intereft,  which  we  ought  to  underftand  and  fhould  attend,  equally  with 
pur  friends  not  more  concerned  than  cur  felves;  wherein  if  wee  fhould 

'  be 
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be  miflaken.  wee  hope  wee  mall  not  be  loofers  with  God  or  good  men, 
by  our  ten  lernefs  in  a  cafe  of  &ch  importance,  and  fufpendtnge  our 
agings,  till  wee  fee  cleare  and  fatisfyinge  grounds  of  our  undertakings, 
fo  highly  tendinge  to  the  violation    of  our  peace,    the   almoft    onely 
bleffinge  remaining  to  us,  of  all  our  outward  comforts ;  the  loii'e  where- 
of, with  the  necWary  confequents,  would  add  fuch  weight  to  oar  other 
i  jfferings  as  might  overwhelme  us  in  forrow,  and  in  that  refpeft,  ren- 
dc  r  us  of  all  men  mofft  miferable  ;  which  wee  are  affured  is  fo  far  from 
your  gracious  intentions,  that  wee  have  no  doubt,  but  the  liberty  wee 
have  taken,  of  the  waies  propofed  by  your  highnefs,  to  take  that  which 
is  in  our  underftandinge,   the  mod  confident  with  our  peace  and  wel- 
fare, will  be  moft  acceptable  to  your  highnefs  ;  and  indeed  wee  cannot 
but  acknowledge  it  a  gracious  providence  of  God,  and  a  high  favour 
and  gentlenefs  in  your  highnefs  towards  us,  that  when  the  objeft  of 
your  defire  was  <.ur  good,  the  meanes  to  attaine  that  end  mould  no 
way  prefs  us  :   for,  with  all  readinefs,  wee  haue  confented  the  faid  gen- 
tlemen may  raife  500  voluntiers,  armed  and  fu mimed  for  vour  fervice, 
within  our  jurifdiftion,  which  is  a  large  proportion  out'of  our  final! 
numbers,  efpecially  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  wherein  the  preflings 
occafions  of  harveft  doe  call  for  all  our  hands  to  attend  that  fervice, 
leaft  the  following  winter  punilh  us  for  our  neglect  :    Yet  have  wee 
willingly  run  this  hazard,  that  wee  might,  in  fame  meafure,  raanifeft 
our  devotion  to  your  fervice,    in  what  wee  may.     Sir,  be  pleafed  to 
beleeve  us,    that  our  harts  and  our  affections  to  your  highnefs  are  fin- 
cere,    and  that  wee  mould  account  it  our  unhappinefs,   and  ranke  k 
amongft  our  gre.  ferings,    to  incurr  your  highnefs's  difpieafure, 

though  wee  mould  never  feele  the  effefts  thereof.  If,  th'refore,  our 
underftandings  have  in  in  any  thing  miflead  us,  we  moll  humbly  crave  > 
your  pardon,  aid  that  your  highnefs  be  pleafed  to  retaine  us  in  your 
good  opinion  and  favour,  and  wee  (hall  ever  pray  the  Lord,  your  pro- 
tector in  all  your  dangers,  that  hath  crowned  you  with  honor  after 
your  long  fen-ice,  to  lengthen  your  daics,  that  you  rrfay  long  continue 
Lord  Protector  of  the  3  nations,  and  of  the  churches  of  Chrift  Jefus. 
Jn  whom  we  arc,  §ir, 

Your  Highnefs's 
?4th  Auguft,  devoted  fervants, 


1654. 


The  Genera!  Court  of  the  Maffattifets, 


(    No.  XL    ) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Government  of  the  Colony  of  Khode- 
IjJiinJ,  concerning  the  Quakers. 


Much  honoured  Gentlemen, 
LEASE  you  to  underftand,  that  there  ha:h  come  tp  our  view  a  letter 

fubferibed  by  the  honour'd  gentlemen  commilfioners  of  the  united 
coloneys,  the  contents  whereof  are  a  rcqueft  concerning  certayne  people 
caled  makers,  come  among  us  lately,  &c.  Ouf 
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Our  deiires  arc,  in  all  things  poihble,  to  purfue  af.er  and  keepe  favre 
and  loving  corefpondence  and  entcrcourfe  with  all  the  colloneys  and 
with  all  our  countreymen  in  New-England  ;  and  to  that  purpofe  we  have 
endeavoured  (and  fhall  (till  endeavour)  to  anfvvere  the  deiires  and  reqaefts 
from  all  parts  of  the  cruntrey,  coming  unto  us,  in  all  jufi  gnd  eq'uall 
rcturncs,  to  which  end  the  coloney  have  made  feaiboabla  proviiicn  to 
preferve ~a jftft  and  equal  entercourfe  between  the  coloneys  and  us,  by 
giving jufiice  to  any  that  demand  it  among  us,  and  by  returning  fuch  as 
make  efcapes  from  you,  or  from  the  other  coloneys,  being  fuch  as  fly 
from  the  hands  of  juilice,  for  matters  of  crime  done  or  committed 
jimongft  you,  &c.  And  as  concerning  thefe  quakcrs  (lb  caf.-d)  which 
arc  now  among  us,  we  have  no  law  among  us  whereby  to  punilh  any  for 
only  declaring  by  words,  &c.  their  mindes  and  underfrandings  concern- 
ing the  tilings  and  ways  of  God,  as  to  falvanon  anrl  an  eternal  condition* 
And  wc,  moreover  finite,  that  in  thofe  places  where  thefe  people  afore- 
faid,  in  this  coloney,  are  moll  of  all  fufFered  to  declare  ihcmfelves 
freely,  and  arc  only  opofed  by  arguments  in  difcourfe,  there  they  leail 
of  all  defire  to  come,  and  we  are  informed  that  they  begin  to  bath 
this  place,  for  that  they  are  not  oppofed  by  the  civill  authority,  but 
with  all  patience  and  meeknes  are  furfered  to  fay  over  their  pretended 
revelations  and  admonitions,  ncr  are  they  like  or  able  to  gain  many  here 
to  their  way  ;  and  furely  we  find  that  they  delight  to  be  perfecuted  by 
civill  powers,  and  when  they  are  foe,  they  are  like  to  gaine  more  ad- 
herents by  the  confeyte  of  their  patient  fu.fferings,  than  by  confent  to 
their  pernicious  fayings.  And  yet  we  concive,  that  their  doclrines 
tend  to  very  abfolute  cutting  downe  and  overturning  relations  and  ci- 
vill government  among  men,  if  generally  received.  But  as  to  the 
dammage  that  may  in  Hi:  .lyhood  accrue  to  the  neighbour  colloneys 
by  their  being  here  entertained,  we  conceive  it  will  not  prove  fo  dan- 
gerous (as  elfe  it  might)  in  regard  of  the  courfe  taken  by  you  to  fend 
them  away  cut  of  the  countrcy,  as  they  come  among  you.  bur,  how- 
ever, at  prefent,  we  judge  it  requifitt  (and  doe  intend)  to  commend  the 
confideratior,  of  their  extravagant  cufgoings  unto  the  gcncrall  affembly 
of  our  coloney  in  March  next,  where  we  hope  there  will  be  fuch  order 
taken,  as  may,  in  all  honeft  and  contientious  manner,  prevent  the  bad 
effe&s  of  thtir  doclrines  and  endeavours  ;  and  foe,  in  all  courtious  and 
loving  refuel,  and  with  de';re  of  all  honeft  and  fayre  commerce  with 
you,  and  the  reft  of  our  honoured  and  beLved  countreymen,  we  reft 

Ycurs  in  all  loving  refpecls  to  ferve  you, 


From  Providence,  at 
the  court  of  tryals, 
held  for  the  coloney, 
October  13  th,   1657, 


Benedict  Arnold,  Pref.d, 
William  Raulilon, 
Randall  fcfovi  Idon, 
Arthur  Fenner, 
William  Feild. 


To   the   much    honoured,    the   Gencrall   Court, 

fitting  at  Bofton,  for  the  Colloney  of 

Maffachuffi'tts. 


(No.  XII.) 


APPENDIX.  453 


(   No.  XII.  ) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  R.  Cromwell,  Pro/error,  csv.  to  the 
Governor  and  Magiflrates  of  the  Maffachufets  Colony  hi 
New-England. 

Loveing  Friends, 

*\  \  7E  bring  given  to  u-nderftand,  that  Henry  Sewall  of, Rowley  ia 
V  V  Mclfey-Tuiick  bay  in  New  Effgland,  dyed  about  foure  years 
finc&,  pdffeffed  of  an  efl  ite  of  lands  and  goods  in  the  colony  aforefaid, 
and  that  the  faid  eftate  did  and  ought  to  defcend  and  come  to  his  only 
fonn  Henry  Sewal],  minifter  of  North  feadde'fly  in  our  county  of  South- 
ampton in  England,  who  now  purpofeing  to  make  a  voyage  into  New- 
England,  there  perfonally  to  make  his  ckyAie  to  his  faid  eftate,  hath 
defined our  lyGenn  for  his  abfence,  as  alfo  out  letters  recommendatory 
unto  you,  thai  ■  the  help?  of  GcJ.)  he  fhall  be  arrived  in  New  - 

England,  he  may  ha»e  fpeedy  juftice  and  right  done  him  concerning 
the  faid  eftate,  that  foe  he  may  the  fooner  returnc  to  his  minifteriall 
charge  at  North  Baddefly.  And  he  being  perfonally  knowne  to  us  to 
be  laborious  and  induftrious  in  the  work  of  the  minilirv,  and  very  ex- 
emplary for  his  holy  life  and  good  converfation,  we  doe  eactieftiy  de- 
fire,  that  when  lie  fhall  make  his  addreffes  to  you  he  may  receive  all 
lawful  favour  and  furtherance  from  you  for  the  fpeedy  difpatch  of  his 
efs  according  to  juftiee  and  equity,  that  foe  he  may  the  more  expe- 
ditfou'fly  rtftrfrns  to  his  faid  charge,  where  (through  the  hleffingof  God) 
bis  labours  in  the  gofpell  may  be  Further  ufcfull  and  profitable ;  which 
we  fhall  cfteeme  as  a  particular  refpeift  done  to  us,  arid  fhall  be  ready- 
to  ErrffrVowledge  an  I  retuxne  the  fame  upon  any  occaiion  wherein  we 
may  procure  or  further  your  good  and  welfare,  which  we  heartily 
wiib  and  pray  fur,  and  reil 

Your  very  loving  friend,  Richard  P". 

Whit. hall,  the  : -d  of  March,  1658. 


(  No.  XIII.  ) 
The  Court's  Declaration  of  their  Rights  by  Charter ■,  in  1661. 

At  the  Seffidns  of  the  Generall  Court,  held  at  Boflon  the  10th  of  June 
1 661.  The  Anfwer  of  the  Committee  unto  the  Matters  propofed 
to  their  Confideraiion  by  the  honourable  Generall  Court. 

I.    Co?icern':ng  our  Liberties. 

I.  T'X/'K  conceive  the  patent  (under  God)  to  be  the  firfiand  mayne 
VV     foundation  of  our  civil  polity  here,  by  a  governour  and. 
company,  according  as  is  therein  expreft. 

2.  The  governour  and  company  are,  by  the  patent,  a  body  poli- 
tique in  fact  and  name.  3.  This 
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3.  This  body  politique  is  veiled  with  power  to  make  freemen,  Sec. 

4.  Thefe  freemen  have  power  to  choofe  annually  a  governor, 
deputy  governor,  aflifiants  and  their  felecl.  representatives  or  deputies. 

r.  This  government  hath  alfo  power  to  feet  up  all  forts  of  ofHcerr, 
is  well  fuperiour  as  inferiour,  and  ■  point  out  their  power  and  places. 

6.  The  governor,  deputy  governor  aiTiilants  and  felecl  representa- 
tives or  deputies,  have  full  power  and  authentic,  both  legiflati\c  and 
executive,  for  the  government  of  all  the  pec;  le  here,  whether  inhab- 
itants or  Grangers,  both  concerning  ecclefiaftical  and  civil,  without 
appeals,  excepting  law  or  lawes  repugnant  to  the  lawes  of  England. 

7.  This  go\ernment  is  priviledged,  by  all  fitting  means,  yen  (  f 
neede  be)  by  force  of  armes,  to  defend  themfelves  both  by  land  and 
fea,  againft  all  fuch  perfon  or  nerSons  as  fhall,  at  any  time,  attempt  or 
enterprife  the  deStruclion,  invafion,  detriment  or  annoyance  of  the 
plantation,  or  the  inhabitants  therein,  befides  other  privileges,  men- 
tioned in  the  patent,  not  here  expreSfcd,  &c. 

8.  We  conceive  any  impofuion  prejudiciall  to  the  countrv,  con- 
trary to  any  juft  law  of  ours  (not  repugnant  to  the  lawes  of  England) 
to  be  an  infringement  cf  our  right. 


II.   Concerning  our  dutjes  of  allegiance  to  our  foueraigne  hrd  the  King. 

1,  We  olx'ght  to  uphold,  and  to  our  power  mainteyne  this  place,  as 
oi  right  belonging  to  our  foucraigne  lord  the  King,  as  holden  of  his 
Majeftyes  manor  of  Eait  Greenwich,  and  not  to  Subject  the  fame  to  any 
foreigne  prince^  or  potentate  whatfover. 

z.  We  ought,  to  endeavour  the  prefervation  of  his  Majeftyes  ro;.  all 
scrSon,  realmes^-and  dominions,  and,  fo  farr  as  lyeth  in  us,  to  difcover 
and  prevent  all  p  lotts  and  confpiracies  againit  the  fame,  £e. 

3.*  We  ought  to  feeke  the  peace  and  profperitie  of  our  King  and  na- 
tion, by  a  faithfull  difcharge  in  the  governing  of  this  people  committed 
to  our  care,  &c.,' 

Firft,  By  pu.'aJthing  all  fuch  crimes  (being  breaches  of  the  firft  and 
Second  table)  as  are  committed  againft  the  peace  of  our  foueraigne  lord 
the  King,  his  royall  crowne  and  dignity. 

Second,  In  propagating  the  goSpell,  defending  and  upholding  the  true 
chriftian  or  proti'ftant  religion,  according  to  the  faith  given  by  our  Lord 
Chrift  in  his  wovd  :  Our  dread  foueraigne  being  Styled  defender  of  the 
faith,  &c. 

The  premiiTcs  confidered,  it  may  well  ftand  with  the  loyalty  and  obe- 
dience of  fuch  fuhjects,  as  are  thus  priviledged  by  their  rightfull  foue- 
raigne (for  himSeif,  his  heirs  and  Succeflfors  for  ever)  as  caufe  Shall  re- 
quire, to  pleadfe  with  their  prince  againit  all  Such  as  Shall  at  any  time 
endeavour  the  violation  of  their  privileges. 

We  Surther  judge,  that  the  warrant  and  letter  from  the  King's  Majefty 
for  the  apprehending  of  Colonell  Whalley  and  Colonell  GofFe,  ought  to 
be  diligently  and  faithfully  executed  by  the  authority  of  this  court. 

And  alfo  that  the  generall  court  may  doe  fafely  to  declare,  that  in 
cafe,   lor  the  future,   a'ny  legally  obnoxious  and  3)  ing  from  the  civil 

juftics 
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jiiftice  cf  the  fta'e  of  England,  (hall  come  over  to  thefe  parts,  they  may 

not  here  expert  lhelrer. 

By  the  order  and  confent  of  the  committee, 

r>  n  re  ThomasDanfo'rth, 

xjOuoii,  io  .fmo.  i  oo  i. 

The  court  allowes  and  approves  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

This    is  a    true   copie   taken   out   of  the   courts   booke   of  records, 
as  at  lefts 

Edvv.  Raw  son,  Seer. 


(  No.  XIV.  ) 

Copy  of  d  Utter  to  William  Goffe,  due  of  the  Regicides,  from 
his  Wife,  in  1662. 

My  deareft  Hart, 

I  HAVE  been  excedingly  refrefht  with  your  choyce  and  precious  letter 
of  the. 29th  May  1662.  Thofe  fcriptures  you  mention,  through  mer- 
cy, with  many  others,  are  a  great  fupport  and  comfort  to  me  in  this  day 
of  my  great  affliction.  Through  grace,  I  doe  experience  the  Lords  pre- 
fence  in  fupporting  and  providing  for  mee  and  mine,  in  this  evill  day. 
The  prefervation  of  yourfelfe  and  my  deare  father,  next  to  the  light  of 
his  own  countenance,  is  the  choyceft  mercy  that  I  enjoy.  For,  to  heare 
of  your  wellfare  gives,  as  it  were,  a  new  life  to  me.  Ah  !  what  am  I, 
poor  vvorme,  that  the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth  fhou'd  continue 
iuch  merceys  to  mee  and  mine,  as  I  at  this  day  enjoy.  Many  others 
have  loft  their  deare  youke-fellowes,  and  out  of  all  hopes  tc  fee  them  in 
this  life  ;  but  that  is  not  my  condition,  as  yet,  blelTed  be  his  holy  name, 
for  he  hath  made  mee  hope  in  his  word.  10  Zech.  9.  And  I  '-will  Jo-uj 
them  among  fhe  people ,    and  tbey  Jball  remember  me  in  farre  count  rey<  , 

and  they  Jball  live  nuitb  their  children  and  turnc  againe. feifecution 

begins  to  be  high  heere,  the  bilhops  courts  are  up  as  high  as  ever.  Bur, 
wee  have  the  premifes  of  a  faithfull  God  to  live  upon,  and  he  hath  laid, 
To  you  it  is  given  not  only  to  beleeve  but  to  fuffer.  He  hath  aifue  prc- 
mifed  to  lay  noe  more  upon  his  poore  people  than  he  will  give  ftrcngth 
to  bcare.  Oh  my  Hart  !  I  doe,  wi'h  my  whole  foule,  bkife  the  Lord 
for  his  unfpeakeable  goodnes  to  you  and  your  deare  friend,  in  that  he 
hath  been  plcafed  to  appeare  foe  eminently  for  your  prefervation.  He 
brings  to  the  grave  and  raifes  up  againe.  Oh  that  the  experience  that 
wee  have  dayly  of  his  goodnes  may  make  us  truft  him  fur  the  future. 
Wee  have  (ceae  that  word  in  the  5th  of  Job,  in  fome  meafure,  made  good 
to  you.  Reade  the  1 2th  verfe  ;  from  the  1 1  th  to  the  end  of  the  chapter, 
there  is  much  comfort  to  thofe  in  our  condition  ;  as  alfoe  in  91  Pfal.  O 
my  deare,  let  u»  henceforth  make  the  Lord  our  refuge  and  our  truft,  and 
then  he  (hall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers,  and  be  a  fanttuary  to  thee, 
wherefoever  he  (hall'-caft  thee.  I  mention  thefe  fcriptures  becaufe  I  have 
found  comfort  in  them,  and  I  hope  thou  wouldeft  doe  foe  too.  I  fnall 
now  give  you  an  account  of  your  family,  as  farre  as  I  dare.  Through. 
Vol,  I,  H  h    '  mercy, 


453  A    P    P    E    N    D    I    X. 

mercy,  I  and  ycur  little  ones  are  in  reafonable  health,  only  Eetty  and 
Nan  are  weakely,  and  1  feare  will  be  lame  a*  little,  the  others  are  very 
lufty.  I  am  yet  with  my  aunt,  but  how  foon  (he  may  be  forft  to  ghe 
up  houfekeeping  I  know  not  (for  fne  is  warned  in  to  the  bifhops  court) 
and  wee  (halt  be  difperft,  but  1  hop-,-  the  Lord  will  provide  for  us,   as  lie 

hath  done  hitherto.- Oh  my  deare,  lett  our  trufl  be  in  the  Lord  alone. 

1  do  hardly  wifh  myfeifc  with  thee,  but  that  I  feare  it  may  bee  a  meanes 
to  difcover  thee,  as  it  was  to and  therefore  I  (hail  forbcare  at- 
tempting any  fuch  thing  for  the  prefent,  hoping  that  the  Lord  will,  in 
Ids  owne  time,  returne  thee  to  us  againe  :  for  he  hath  the  harts  of  all  in 
his  hands,  and  can  change  them  in  a  moment.  I  rejoyce  to  heere,  that 
you  are  fo  willing  to  be  at  the  Lords  difpofail  ;  indeed,  we  are  not  our 
owne,  for  wee  are  bought  with  a  price,  with  the  precicus  blood  ol  the 
Lord  Jefus  :  And,  therefore,  let  us  comfort  ourfelves  with  this,  thvugh 
we  fhouid  never  meete  in  this  world  againe,  vet  I  hope,  through  grace, 
wee  (hall  meete  in  heaven,  and  foe  ever  be  with  the  Lord,  and  it  will  not 
be  in  the  power  of  men  to  part  us.  My  dear,  I  know  ycu  are  confident 
of  my  affection,  yet,  give  me  leave  to  tell  thee,  thou  art  as  deare  to  me 
as  a  hufband  can  be  to  a  wife,  and  if  I  knew  any  thing  that  1  could  doe 
to  make  you  happy,  I  fhouid  do  it,  if  the  Lord  would  permitt,  though 
ro  the  lofle  of  mv  lif«.  As  for  newes,  I  (hall  fcrbeare  writeing  of  any, 
fori  know  not  much,  and  you  may  heare  it  from  better  hands.  My  tin- 
kle Burket  is  deal,  and  my  mother  is  with  her.  My  brother  John  is 
gon  beyond  fea,  but  I  know  not  whither.  His  father  in  law  is  dead.  My 
dear,  my  aunt  aod  many  others  are  very  kinde  to  mee,  foe  that,  through 
mercy,  I  have  noe  want  of  food  and  rayment,  though  in  a  raeane  way. 
The  Lord  is  pleafed  to  fait  my  ninde  to  my  condition,  and  to  give 
mee  ilrength,  in  fame  meafure,  to  take  paines  with  my  children,  which  I 
look  upon  as  a  great  mercy.  I  know  not  whether  1  may  ever  have  an- 
other opportunity  to  fend  to  yon  this  ftafon  or  noe,  which  makes  me  the 
longer  now  ;  for  I  (hall  not  fend  but  by  thofe  I  judge  to  be  faiihfull.  and 
1  being  in  the.  country,  I  may  not  heare  of  every  opportunity  ;  and, 
though  it  is  an  unfpeakeable  comfort  to  mee  to  heaie  or  thy  welliare,  yet 
I  earneltly  beg  of  thee  not  to  fend  too  often,  for  feare  of  the  word,  for 
they  are  very  vigilant  here  to  find  cut  perfons.  But  this  is  my  comfort, 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  men  to  act  their  owne  will.  And  now,  my 
dear,  with  isoo  tears,  I  take  my  leave  of  thee,  and  recommend  thee  to 
the  great  keeper  of  lfraell,  who  neither  (lumbers  nor  fleepes,  who,  I 
hope;  will  keepe  thee,  and  my  deare  freind  with  thee,  from  all  year  en- 
emies, both  fpirituall  and  temporall,  and  in  his  owne  time  return  you 
with  fafety  to  yoar  family.  Which  is  the  day!y  prayer  oi  thy  afTcC~tion- 
ate  and  obedient  wife,  till  dea.h,  F. 

Many  freinds  here  defire  to  be  remembered  to  yon.  It  will  nor  he 
convenient  to  name  them.  1  am  fare  you  have  a  flock  of 
prayers  going  for  you  here,  which  you  and  I  reap  the  benefit  oh 
My  humble  duty  prefented  to  you  know  who. 

Fredrick,  and  the  reft  of  thy  dear  ba^es  that  can  fpeake,  prefent  their 
humble  duty  to  thee,  talke  much  of  thee,  and  long  to  fee  thee. 

My  humble  duty  to  my  dear  father,  and  tell  him  I  pray  for  him  will 
my  whole  hart,  but  I  am  foe  bad  a  fcribe  I  dare  not  write  to  him. 
Pray  be  private  and  carefull  who  you  truft.  ,yQ>  ^y  • 


APPENDIX.  459 


(  No.  XV.  ) 

Copy  of  a  CoYnmijJim  from  King   Charles   the  Secend,  to 
Col.  Njcuols  and  offers,  in  1664. 

CHARLES  the  2d,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c* 

To    nil   whom    thefe  prefents  Jhall   come,    Greeting, 

WHEREAS  we  have  received  federal  addrtfFs  fiom  our  fubjecls 
of  feueral  colonies  in  N.  E.  all  lull  of  duty  and  affection,  and 
expreffions  of  loyalty  and  allegiance  to  us,  with  their  humble  ueiircs 
that  we  would  renew  their  feveral  charters,  and  receive  them  into  our 
favourable  opinion  and  protection  ;  and  feveral  of  our  colonies  there, 
and  other  our  loving  fubjccls  have  likevvife  complained  of  differences 
and  difputes  arifen  upon  the  limits  and  bounds  of  their  feveral  charters 
and  jurifdiclions,  whereby  unneighbourly  and  unbrotheriy  contentions 
have  and  may  arife,  to  the  damage  and  difcredit  of  the  Englifh  inter- 
eft  v  and  that  a'l  our  good  fubjeds  reftiing  there,  and  being  planters 
within  the  feveral  colonies  do  not  enjoy  the  liberties  and  privileges 
granted  to  them,  bv  our  feveral  charters,  upon  confidence  and  aiTurance 
of  which  they  tranfported  themfelves  and  their  eftates  into  thofe  parts. 
And  we  having  received  fome  addreffes  from  the  great  men  and  n.ttives 
of  thofe  countries,  in  which  they  complain  of  breach  of  faith,  and  ads 
of  violence  and  injultice,  which  they  have  been  forced  to  undergoe  from 
our  fubjeds,  whereby  not  only  our  government  is  traduced,  but  the  re- 
putation and  cre-iit  of  chriftian  religion  brought  into  prejudice  and 
reproach,  with  the  gentiles  and  inhabitants  of  thofe  countries  who  know 
not  God,  the  reduction  of  whom  to  the  true  knowledge  and  feare  of 
God  is  the  moit  worthy  and  glorious  end  of  all  thofe  piansations.  Up- 
on all  which  motives,  and  as  an  evidence  and  manifellauon  of  our  fath- 
erly affection  towards  al!  our  fubjeds  in  thofe  feveral  colonies  of  New- 
England  (that  is  to  fay  of  the  Maflachufets,  Connedicut,  New- 
Plymouth,  Road- lfl and  and  Providence  plantation,  and  all  other  plan- 
tations within  that  trad  of  land,  known  under  the  appellation  s»f  New- 
England)  and  to  ;hc  end  w*  may  be  truly  informed  of  the  (late  and  con- 
dition of  our  good  fubjects  there,  that  fo  we  may  the  better  know  how 
to  contribute  to  the  further  improvement  of  their  happinefs  and 
profperity. 

Know  yee  therefore,  that  wee  repofing  fp?cial  truft  and  confidence  in 
the  fidelity,  wifdome  and  circumfpedion  of  our  trufly  and  well  beloved 
Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert  Carre,  Knt.  George  Cartwright, 
Efq.  and  Samuel  Maverick,  Efq.  of  our  fpecial  grace,  certain  know- 
ledge and  mere  motion,  have  made,  ordained,  conftituted  and  appoint- 
ed, and  by  thcil:  prefects,  do  make,  ordain,  conftitute  and  appoint  the. 
faid  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert  Carre,  George  Cartwright, 
and  Samuel  Maverick,  our  commiflioners,  and  do  hereby  give  and  grant 
unt.o  them,  or  any  three  or  two  of  them,  or  of  the  furvivors  of  them,  of 
v/hom  we  will  the  faid  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  during  his  life,  fiiali 

H  h  z  m 
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he  alwaies  one,  and  upon  equal  divifions  of  opinions,  to  have  the  cafting 
and  dectfiye  voice.. in  our  name  to  vifit  all  and  every  the  feveral  colo- 
nies aforefaid,  and  alfo  full  power  and  authority  to  hears  and  receive,  and 
fo  examine  and  determine,  all  complaints  and  appeales  in  all  caufes  ar.d 
matters,  as  well  millitary  as  criminal  and  civil,  and  proceed  in  all  things 
for  the  providing  for  and  fettling  the  peace  and  feeurity  of  the  fatd 
country,  according  to  their  good  and  found  difcieticns,  and  to  fuch  in- 
structions as  they  or  the  furvivors  of  them  have  or  fhall  from  time  to 
time  receive  from  us  in  that  behalfe  ;  and  from  time  to  time,  as  they 
fhall  find  expedient,  to  certify  us  or  our  privy  counfel,  of  their  actings 
and  proceedings,  touching  the  premiffcs.  And  for  the  doing  thereof, 
or  any  other  matter  or  thing  relafeing  thereunto,  thefe  prefents,  or  the 
inrolment  thereof,  (hall  be  unto  them  a  fnfficient  warrant  and  difcharge 
in  that  behalf.  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  caufeJ  thefe  our  letters  to 
be  made  patent.  Witnefs  ourfdfe  at  Weftminftcr,  the  zcth  day  of  A- 
pril,  in  the  fixteenth  yeare  of  our  reigne. 


(  No.  XVI.  ) 

Copy   of  the   Addrefs   of  the  Majjachufeis   Colony    to    King 
Charles  the  2r/,  in   1664. 

To  the  Kings  mod  excellent  Majestie, 

*Thc  humble  fupflicathn  of  the  General  Ciurt  rf  the  Majfacbufett  Cohny 
in  Neiu-England. 

Dread  Sovereign e, 

IFF  your  poor  fubjecls,  who  have  removed  iherofclvcs  into  a  rsmo'e 
corner  of  the  earth  to  enjoy  peace  with  God  and  man,  doe,  in  this 
clay  of  their  trouble,  proftrate  themfelvcs  at  your  royal  feet,  and  beg 
your  favour,  we  hope  it  will  be  gracioufly  accepted  by  your  Majeftie. 
And  thaf,  as  the  high  place  you  fuftein  on  earth  doth' number  you  here 
among  the  Gods,  fo  you  will  imitate  the  God  of  heren,  in  being  rea- 
dy to  maintain  the  caufe  of  the  afflicted  and  the  right  of  the  poor,  and 
to  receive  i heir  cries  and  addreffes  to  that  end.  And  we  humbly  be- 
feeeh  your  Majeftie,  with  patience  and  clemency,  to  heare  and  accept 
c.;r  plain  difcourfe,  tho  of  fomewhat  greater  length  than  would  be 
comely  in  other  or  ieffer  cafes.  We  aree  remore,  and  can  fpeake  but 
feldom,  and  therefore  crave  leave  to  fpeake  the  more  at  once.  Wee  fhall 
not  largely  repeat,  how  that  the  firft  undertakers  for  this  plantation, 
having,  by  confiderable  fumrns,  purchafed  the  right  thereof,  granted  to 
the  eounfel  eftablifhfd  at  Plimouth  by  King  James,  your  royal  grand- 
father, did  afrer  obtain  a  patent,  given  and  confirmed  tm  themfelvcs  by 
yonr  royal  father,  King  Charles  the  firft,  wherein  it  is  granted  to  them 
and  their  heirs,  affigns  and  afTociates,  forever ;  not  only  the  abfolute  ufe 
and  propriety  of  the  tract  of  land  therein  mentioned,  but  alfo  full  and 
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abfolute  power  of  governing  all  the  people  of  this  place,  by  men  chofen 
from  among  themfelves,  and  according  to  fnch  lawes  as  they  fliall  from 
time  to  time,  fee  meet  to  make  and  cltablifh,  being  not  repugnant  to 
the  lawes  of  England  (they  paying  only  the  fifth  part  of  the  oare  of 
gold  and  filver,  that  fliall  here  be  found,  for  and  in  refpert  of  all  duties, 
demands,  exactions  and  fcrvice  whatfoever)  as  in  the  faid  patent  is 
more  at  large  declared.  Under  the  encouragement  and  fecurity  of 
which  royal  charter,  this  people  did,  at  their  own  charges,  tranfpor* 
themfelves,  their  wives  and  families  over  the  ocean,  purchafe  the  lands 
of  the  natives,  and  plant  this  colony,  with  great  labour,  hazards,  colt 
and  difficulties,  for  a  long  time  wreltling  with  the  wants  of  a  wildernes, 
and  the  burdens  of  a  new  plantation;  having  alfo,  now  above  30  yeares, 
enjoyed  the  aforefaid  power  and  privilege  of  government  within  them- 
felves, as  their  undoubted  right  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man.  And 
having  had.  moreover,  this  further  favour  from  God,  and  from  your 
Majeltie,  that  wee  have  received  feveral  gracious  letters  from  your  roy- 
al felfe,  full  of  expreffions  tending  to  coniirme  us  in  our  enjoyments, 
viz.  in  your  Majeures  letter  bearing  date  the  icth  day  of  February, 
j 660,  you  are  pleafed  to  confider  New-England  as  one  of  the  chiefelt 
of  your  colonies  and  plantations  abroad,  having  enjoyed  and  grown  up 
in  a  long  and  orderly  eftablifhment  ;  adding  this  royal  promife,  Wee 
fhall  not  come  behind  anv  of  our  royal  predecefTors  in  a  juft  encourage-  > 
meat  and  protection  of  all  our  loving  fubjeds  there.  In  your  M;ijef. 
ties  letter  of  the  28th  of  June  1662,  fent  us  by  our  meflengers,  befides 
many  other  gracious  expreffions.  there  is  this  [Wee  will  preferve  and  do 
hereby  confirme  the  pitent  and  charter  heretofore  granted  unto  them, 
by  our  royal  father  of  blcifed  memory,  and  they  fliall  freely  enjoy  all 
the  priviledgcs  and  liberties  granted  unto  them  in  and  by  the  fame.] 
As  for  fuch  particulars,  of  a  civil  and  religious  nature,  which  are  fub- 
joined  in  the  faid  letter,  wee  have  applyed  ourfelves  to  the  utmoft  to 
fatisfy  your  Majeftie,  fo  far  as  doth  confift  with  conference  of  our  duty 
toward  God,  and  the  juft  liberties  and  priviledges  of  our  patent.  We 
are  further  bound,  wiih  humble  thankfulnefs,  to  acknowledge  your 
Majefties  gracious  expreffions  in  your  laft  letter  wee  have  received,  dat- 
ed April  23,  1664.,  as  (hefides  other  inflances  thereof)  That  your  Ma- 
jeltie hath  not  the  leaft  intention  or  thought  of  violating,  or,  in  the  leaft 
degree,  infringing  the  charter  heretofore  granted  by  your  royal  father, 
with  great  wifdom,  and  upon  full  deliberation,  &c. 

But  what  affliction  ot  heart  mufl  it  needs  be  unto  us,  that  our  fins 
have  provoked  God  to  permit  our  adverfaries  to  fet  themfelves  again  ft 
us  by  their  mifinrormations,  complaints  and  folicitations  (as  fome  of 
them  have  made  it  their  worke  far  many  ycares)  and  thereby  to  procure 
a  commiffion  under  the  great  feal,  wherein  4  perfons  (one  of  thera  our 
knowne  and  profeflfed  enemv)  are  impowered  to  heare,  receive,  examine 
and  determine  all  complaints  and  appeals,  in  all  caufes  and  matters,  as 
well  military  as  criminal  and  civil,  and  to  proceed  in  all  things,  for  fet- 
tling this  countrv,  according  to  their  good  and  found  difcretions,  &c. 
Whereby,  inftead  of  being  governed  by  rulers  of  our  owne  chooftng, 
(which  is  the  fundamental  privilege  of  our  parent)  and  by  lawes  of  our, 
owne.  wee  are  like  to  be  fubjecled  to  the  arbiirary  power  of  ftrangers, 
'proceeding  not  by  any  eitabliihed  law,  but  by  their  own  difcretions.  And 
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whereas  our  patent  gives  a  fufficient  royal  warrant  and  discharge  to  all 
officers  and  perfons  for  executing  the  lawes  here  made  and  publilhed,  as 
is  therein  directed,  wee  fhall  now  nor  be  uifcharged,  and  at  reft  frcm 
further  moldiation,  when  wee  have  fo  executed  and  obfened  our  lawes, 
but  be  liable  to  complaints  and  appeales,  and  to  the  determinations  of 
new  judges,  whereby  our  government  and  administrations  will  be  made 
void  and  of  none  effect.  And  th»  wee  have  yet  had  but  a  little  tafte  of 
the  words  or  actings  of  thefe  gentlemen,  that  are  come  over  hither  in  this 
capacity  of  commiffioners,  yet  wc  have  had  enough  to  confirme  us  in 
cur  feares,  that  their  improvement  of  this  power,  in  pnrfuance  of  their 
commiffion  (fhould  the  fame  proceed)  will  end  in  the  fubverfion  of  our 
all.  We  fhould  be  glad  to  hope  that  jrour  Majefties  inftruclions  (which 
they  have  net  yet  been  pleafed  to  impart  unto  us)  may  put  fuch  limita- 
tion;, to  their  bylines  here  as  will  take  off  much  of  our  feare,  but  accord- 
ing to  the  prefent  appearance  of  things  we  thus  fpeake. 

In  this  cafe  (dread  fovcraignc)  our  refuge,  under  God,  is  your  royal 
felfej  whom  wee  humbly  addreffe  ourfelves  unto,  and  are  the  rather  em- 
boldncd  therein,  becaufe  your  Majefties  laft  gracious  letter  doth  encour- 
age us  to  fu;rgeft  what,  upon  the  experience  we  have  had  and  obferva- 
tion  we  have  made,  we  judge  neceffary  or  convenient  for  the  good  and 
benefit  of  this  your  plantation,  and  becaufe  we  are  well  perfwaded  that 
had  your  Majeilie  a  full  and  right  information  of  the  (late  of  things  here, 
you  would  find  apparent  reafon  to  put  a  (top  to  thefe  proceedings,  which 
are  certainly  differvient  to  your  Majefties  intereft,  and  to  the  profperity 
and  welfare  of  this  place. 

If  thefe  things  go  on  (according  to  the  prefent  appearance)  your  fub- 
jecls  here  will  either  be  forced  to  feeke  new  dwellings,  or  finke  and 
faint  under  burdens  that  will  be  to  them  intolerable.  The  vigour 
of  all  new  endeavours  in  the  feveral  callings  and  occupations  (either 
for  merchandize  abroad  or  further  fubduing  this  wildernefs  at  home) 
will  be  enll cbied,  :..,  we  perceive  it  already  begin*  to  be,  the  good  of 
convertin"  the  natives  obttructed,  the  inhabitants  driven  to  we  know- 
not  what  extremities,  and  this  hopeful  plantation  in  the  iffuc  ruined. 
But  whatever  becomes  of  us,  we  are  furc  the  adverfary  cannot  counter- 
vail the  Kings  damages.  It  is  indeed  a  grief  to  our  hearts,  to  fee  your 
Majeftie  put  upon  this  extraordinary  charge  and  coft  about  a  bufincf.*, 
the  product  whereof  can  never  reimburfe  the  one  halfe  of  what  will  be 
expended  upon  it.  Impofed  rulers  and  officers  will  have  occafion  to 
expend  more  than  can  be  raifed  here,  fo  as  nothing  will  returne  to  your 
Majefties  exchequer,  but  inflead  thereof,  the  wonted  benefit  by  cuflomes, 
exported  and  imported  into  England  from  hence,  will  be  diminifhed  by 
the  difecuragement  and  diminution  of  mens  endeavours  in  their  feveral 
occupations ;  or  if  the  aime  fhculd  be  to  gratify  fome  particular  gentle- 
men by  livings  a.nd  revenues  here,  that  will  alfo  fail,  where  nothing  is 
to  be  had,  the  Kin*  himfelf  will  be  a  loofer,  and  fo  will  the  cafe  be 
found  to  be  here,  for  fuch  is  the  poverty  and  meannes  of  the  people  or 
this  country  (by  reafon  of  the  length  and  coldnes  of  the  winters,  the 
difficulty  of  fubduing  a  wildernefle,  defect,  of  a  ftaple  csmmodity,  the 
want  of  money,  &c.)  that  if,  with  hard  labour,  men  get  a  fubiiftence 
for  their  families,  tis  as  much  as  the  generality  are  able  to  do,  paying 
hut   very  fmal  rates  towards  the  public  charges,  aad  yet,  if  all  the 
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country  hath  ordinarily  raifed  for  by  the  year  all  the  charges  cf  the 
whole  government,  were  put  together,  and  then  doubled  or  trebled  it 
would  not  be  counted  for  o.ie  or  thefe  gentlemen  a  confiderablc  accom- 
modation. 

It  is  trae,  that  the  efhtes  men  have,  in  conjunftion  with  hard  la- 
bour, and  vigorous  endeavours  in  their  feueral  places,  do  brin*  in 'a 
comfortable  fullulcnce  for  fuch  a  mean  people  (we  dare  not  afmioifii 
our  thankfidr.es  to  God  that  he  provides  for  us  in  a  wildernefs  as  he 
d-OTh)  yet  neither  w.il  the  former  ftand  if  the  latter  be  difeoaraged 
nor  will  both  ever  nni.vcr  the  ends  of  thofe  that  need  or  feehe  great 
tilings.  \\e  perceive  there  have  been  great  expectations  of  what  is  to 
tediad  here,  raifcd  by  Pome  mops  informations,  but  thofe  informations 
will  prove  fallacious,  disappointing  them  that  have  relyed  upon  rhem 
And,  it  the  taking  o{  this  courfe  fnould  drive  the  people  out  of  the 
country  (l0r  to  a  coalition,  therein,  they  will  never  come)  it  will  be 
Jmd  to  find  another  people  that  will  flay  long  or  Hand  under  any  con- 
iidorable  burden  in  it,  feeing  it  is  not  a  country  where  men  can  fubfift 
without  hard  labour  and  great  frugality. 

There  have  alfo  been  high  representations  of  great  divisions  and  dif 
contents   amongft  us,  and  of  a  neceffity  offending  commissioners  to  re- 
lieve the  aggrieved,  &c   whereas,  ir  plainly  appear*,  that  the  body  of 
this  people  are  unan.moufiy   Satisfied  in  the  prefent  government/ and 
abhorrent  from  change,  and  that  what  is  now  offered  will    inftead  of  r» 
lieving,  raife  up  fuch  grievances  as  are  intolerable.     Wee  fuppofe  there 
is  no  government  under  heaven,   wherein  fome  difcontented    p^'ens 
may  not  be  found  ■   and  if  it  be  a  fufheient  acenfation  againit  a  govern 
rnent,  tVat  there  are  fume  fuch,  who  will  be  innocent  ?  Yet   thro  the 
favour  of  God,  there  arc  bur  few  amongft  us  that  are  malecontent,  and 
fewer  that  have  caufe  to  be  fo. 

Sir,  the  allknowmg  God  knows  our  greareft  ambition  is  to  lire  a 
poor  and  quiet  hfe:    in  a  comer  of  the  world,  without  offence  to  God 
or   man.      Wee   came  not  into  this  wildernefs  to  feeke  great  things  to 
ourfelves,  and  ifany  come  after  us  to  feeke  them  heere,  they  will  be 
disappointed      Wee  keep  ourfelves  within  our  line,  and  meddle  notwiS 
matters  abroad  ;  a  jult  dependence  upon,  and  Subjection  to  vour  Maief 
tie   according  to  our  charter,  it  is  far  from   our  hearts  to ^acknow- 
ledge.    Wee  fo  highly  pnfe  you:    favourable  afpect  (th6  at  this  great 
diftancej  as  wee  wonld  gladly  do  any  thing,   that  is  within  our  power 
to  purchafe  the  continuance  of  it.     Wee  were  willing  to  teftify  our  af* 
echontoyourMajcftics  Service    by  anfwering  the"  propofal  of  your 
bonourabl^ommiffioners,  of  which  wee  doubt  not  but  .hey  have  airea 
dy  given  your  Majeftie  an  account.     Wee  are  carefully  ftudious  of  all 
due   Subjection  to  your  Majeftie,   and  that  not  only  for  wrath,  but  for 
confoence  fake.     And  mould  divine  providence  ever  offer  an  opportu- 
nity, wherein  wee  might,  in  any  righteous  way,  according  to  our  poor 
and   mean  capacity,    teftify  our  dutiful  afFeclion  to  your  Majeftie    we 
hope  we  fdaould  moft  gladly  embrace  it.     But  it  is  a  great  unhapptocs 
to  be  reduced  to  fo  hard  a  cafe,  as  to  have  no  other  teftimony  of  our 
Subjection  and  loyalty  oflered  us  but  this,  viz.  to  deftroy  our  owne  be- 
ing, which  nature  teacheth  us  to  preferve,  or  to  yield  up  our  liberties, 
which  are  far  dearer  to  u*  than  our  lives,  and  which,  had  we  had  any 
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feares  of  being  deprived  of,  wee  had  never  wandred  from  our  father 
houfes  inro  thele  ends  of  the  earth,  nor  laid  our  labours  ar.dcftates  there- 
in ;  befides  engaging  in  a  rnoft  hazardous  and  difficult  warre  with  the 
molt  warlike  of  the  natives,  to  our  great  charge,  and  the  lofle  of  fome  of 
the  lives  of  our  dcare  friends.  Neither  can  the  deepeft  invention  of  man 
lind  out  a  more  certain  way  of  confidence,  than  to  obtain  a  royal  dona- 
lion  from  fo  great  a  prince,  under  his  greae  feal,  which  is  the  greatelt 
fecurity  that  may  be  had  in  humane  affaires. 

Roval  Sir,  it  is  in  yonr  power  to  fay  of  your  poor  people  in  New- 
Engkmd,  they  fhall  not  die.  If  we  have  found  favour  in  the  fight  of 
our  King,  let  our  life  be  given  us  at  our  petition  (or  rather  that  which 
is  dearer  than  life,  that  we  have  ventured  our  lives  and  willingly  palled 
thro  many  deaths  to  obtain)  and  our  all  at  our  requeft.  Let  our  gov- 
ernment live,  our  patent  live,  our  rua»iftrates  live,  our  lawes  and  liber- 
ties live,  our  religious  enjoyments  live,  fo  mail  we  all  yet  have  further 
taufe  to  fay,  from  our  hearts,  let  the  King  live  forever.  And  toe  blef- 
iing  of  them  that  were  ready  to  perifn  lhall  come  upon  your  Majeftie  ; 
having  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  fuch  as  had  none  tohelpe  them. 
It  was  an  honour  to  one  of  your  royal  anceftors  that  he  wa<  called  the 
poor  mat  s  King.  It  was  Job's  excellency,  when  he  fat  as  King  among 
his  people,  that  he  was  a  father  to  the  poor.  They  are  a  poor  people 
(deftitute  of  outward  favour,  wealth  and  power)  who  now  cry  unto  their 
Lord  the  King.  Mav  your  Majeftie  pleafe  to  regard  their  caufe  and 
maintain  their  right  ;  It  will  Hand,  among  the  marks  of  lafting  honour, 
to  after  generations.  And  wee  and  ours  ftiall  lave  laftir.g  caufe  to  te- 
joice,  that  we  have  been  numbered  among  >our  Majeftiea 

Moft  humble  fervants 

and  fuppliants. 

25th  of  October,  1664. 


(  No.  XVII.  ) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  o/Clarendon/o  the  Majfa- 
chufets  Colony,  in  1664. 

Mr.  Governour  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  received  yours  of  the  7th  of  November,  by  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Afhurft,  a  very  fober  and  difcreet  perfon,  and  did  (by  his  communi- 
cating it  to  me)  perufe  the  petition  *  you  had  directed  to  his  Majeity, 
and  I  do  confeffe  to  you,  I  am  fo  much  a  friend  to  your  colony,  that  if 
the  fame  had  been  communicated  to  no  body  but  rav  felf,  1  fhculd  haue 
diflVa.md  the  preferring  the  fame  to  his  Majefty,  who,  I  doubt,  will  not 
think  himfclf  well  treated  by  it,  or  thu  lingular  care  he  hath  txprcflcd  of 

his- 
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Hs  fabjec\s  in  thofe  parts  fufficiently  acknowledged  ;  but  fince  I  found 
by  your  letter  to  my  lord  Charnberlaine  and  Mr.  Boyle,  that  you  ex- 
pected fome  effect  froin  your  petition,  upon  conference  with  them  wee 
all  agreed  not  to  hinder  the  deliuery  of  it,  though  I  have  read  to  them, 
and  Mr.  Afhurft,  euery  word  of  the  inftructions  the  commiffioners  haue  ; 
and  they  all  confeffed  that  his  Majefty  could  not  expreffe  more  grace  and 
g.odntffe  for  that  his  plantation,  nor  put  it  more  out  of  their  power,  in 
any  degree  to  invade  the  liberties  and  privileges  granted  to  you  by  your, 
charter  ;  and  therefore  wee  were  all  equally  amazed  to  rind  that  you 
demand  a  revokation  of  the  corh'miffion  and  commiffioners,  without  lay- 
ing the  lealt  matter  to  their  charge  of  crymes  or  exorbitances  :  What 
fenfe  the  King  hath  of  your  addreffe  to  him,  you  will  I  prefume  heara 
from  himfelf,  or  by  his  direction  ;  1  fhall  only  tell  you,  that  as  you  had 
long  caufe  to  expect  that  the  K.in£  would  fend  commiffioners  thither,  fo, 
that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  he  mould  do  fo,  to  compofe  the  differ- 
ences amongft  yourfelves,  of  which  he  received  complaint,  and  to  do 
juftice  to  your  neighbours,  which  they  demanded  from  his  royail  handy. 
I  know  not  what  you  mcane  by  faying,  the  commiffioners  have  power 
to  exercife  government  there  altogether  inconfiftent  with  your  charter 
and  privileges,  fince  I  am  fure  their  commiffion  is  to  fee  and  prouide  for 
the  due  and  full  obfervation  of  the  charter,  and  that  all  the  priv Hedges 
granted  by  that  charter  may  be  equally  enjoyed  by  all  his  Majeities  fub- 
jects there  :  I  know  they  are  exprefly  inhibited  from  intermedling  with, 
or  iiiftrucling  the  administration  of  juftice,  according  to  the  formes  ob- 
ferued  there  ;  but  if  jn  truth,  in  any  extraordinary  cafe,  the  proceedings 
there  haue  been  irregular,  and  againft  the  rules  of  juftice,  as  fome  parti- 
cular cafes,  particularly  recommended  to  them  by  his  Majefty,  feemeto 
be,  it  cannot  be  pre  finned  that  his  Majefty  hath  or  will  leaue  his  fubjects 
of  Nc-v-England  without  hope  of  redrelle  by  an  appeale  to  him,  which: 
his  fubjects  of  all  his  other  kingdomes  haue  free  liberty  to  make.  I  can 
fay  no  more  to  you  but  that  it  is  in  your  owne  power  to  be  very  happy, 
and  to  enjoy  all  that  hath  been  granted  to  you  ;  but  it  will  be  abfolutely 
neceffary  that  )ou  p*-r forme  and  pay  all  that  reverence  and  obedience 
which  is  due  from  fubjects  to  their  King,  and  which  his  Majefty  will 
exact  from  you,  and  doubrs  not  but  to  find  from  the  beft  of  that  colony, 
both  in  quality  and  in  number.     I  have  no  more  to  add,  but  that  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 
Worc-efter-Hoiife,  Your  affectionate  fervant, 

j'5  March  1664.  Clarendon  C. 


(  No.  XVIII.  ) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  King  Charles  iUe  id  to  the  Colony  of 

Ne  w-  Plimotith,  1666. 

CHARLES,  R. 

nTTRUSTy  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well.     Having  received 

X     fo  full  and  Satisfactory  an  account  from  cur  commiffioners,    both 

of  rhs  good  reception  yo j  have  given  them,  and  alio  of  your  dmifulnefs 

VoL.  I.  I   i  and 
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and  obedience  to  us,  We  cannot  but  let  you  know  how  much  we  are 
pleafed  therewith  ;  judging  that  refpeft  of  yours  towards  our  officers, 
to  be  the  true  and  natural  fruit  which  demonftrates  what  fidelity  and 
affection  towards  us  is  rooted  in  your  hearts.  And  although  your  car- 
riage  doth,  of  itfelf,  moft  juflly  dcferve  our  praife  and  approbation,  yet 
it  feems  to  be  fet  oft"  with  the  more  luflre,  by  the  contrary  deportment 
of  the  colony  of  the  Maflachufets,  as  if,  by  their  reffactofihefs,  they  had 
defigned  to  recommend  and  heighten  the  merit  of  your  compliance  with 
our  directions,  for  the  peaceable  and  good  government  of  our  Adjects 
in  thofe  parts.  You  may  therefore  afiure  \  ourfelves,  that  we  iriall  never 
be  unmindful  of  this  your  loyal  and  dutiful  behaviour,  but  fhalr,  upon 
all  occafiens,  take  notice  of  it  to  your  advantage  ;  promising  you  cur 
conflant  protection  and  royal  favour,  in  all  things  that  may  concern  your 
fafety  peace  and  welfare.  And  fo  we  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  our 
court  at  Whitehall,  the  roth  day  of  April  1666,  in  the  eighteenth  y«tf 
of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majefbr's  command, 

Will.  Morrice. 


(  No.  XIX.  ) 

Copy  of  a  Later  fYom  Kin?;  Charles  the  zd,  to  the  Majfa- 

tiiufils  Colony,  in  1666. 

CHARLES,  /?. 

HIS  Majefty  hauing  received  a  full  information,  from  his  ccinmif- 
iioners  who  were  fent  by  him  into  New-England,  of  their  rtcep- 
tion  and  treatment  in  the  feuerall  colonyes  and  prcuinccs  of  that  planta- 
tion, in  all  which  they  have  receiued  great  fatisfaclion,  but  only  that 
of  the  IVblTachufets  ;  and  he  hauing  likewife  beciHully  informed  of  the 
accompt  fent  hither  by  the  counfcll  of  the  Maflachufets,  under  the  hand 
of  ther  prefent  gouernor,  of  all  the  paffages  and  proceedings  which  haut 
been  there  between  the  fald  crmmiSiioncrs  and  ihem  from  tlic  time  of 
their  fuft  coming  ouer  ;  upon  all  which  it  is  ucry  euident  to  his  Majef- 
ty, notwithstanding  many  expreflions  of  great  affection  arid  duty,  that 
thofe  who  gouern  the  collony  of  the  Mafnchufets  doe  bcleiue,  that  the 
commifiion  giuen  by  his  Majefty  to  thofe  coramiffioners,  upon  fo  many 
and  waighty  reafons,  and  after  fo  long  deliberation,  is  an  apparent  iso- 
lation of  their  charter,  and  tending  to  the  diffoluticn  of  it,  and  that  in 
truth  they  doe,  upon  the  matter,  belieue  that  his  Majefty  hath  noe  jurif- 
diclion  ouer  them,  but  that  all  perfens  muft  acquiciTe  in  ther  judgments 
and  determinations  how  unjuft  foeuer,  and  cannot  appeale  to  his  Majefty, 
which  would  bee  a  matter  of  fuch  a  high  confequence  as  euery  man  dif- 
eyjnes  where  it  muft  end.  His  Majefty  therefore,  upon  due  confidera- 
tion  of  the  whole  matter,  thinks  titt  to  recall  his  fayd  cominifticners, 
which  he  hath  at  this  prefen:  done,  to  the  end  hce  may  recciue  from 
them  a  more  particular  account  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  thofe  his 
plantations,  and  of  the  particular  differences  and  debates  they  haue  had 

with 
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with  thofe  of  the  Mafachufets,  that  fo  his  Majefty  may  pafs  his  final 
judgment  and  determination  therupon.  His  Majesty's  exprefs  command 
and  charge  is,  that  the  gouernor  and  councell  of  the  Mafachufets  doe 
forthwith  make  choice  of  fiue  or  four  perfons  to  attend  upon  his  Majefty, 
whereof  Mr.  Richard  Bellingham  and  Major  Hathorn  are  to  be  two, 
both  which  his  Majefty  commands  upon  their  allegiance  to  attend,  the 
o'her  three  or  two  to  be  fuch  as  the  counfell  fnall  make  choice  of;  and 
if  the  fayd  Mr.  Eellingham  bee  the  prefent  gouernor,  another  fitt  perfon 
is  to  be  deputed  to  that  office  till  his  return, and  his  Majefty  will  then, in 
perfon,  hear  all  the  alle^a-ions,  fugged ions  or  pretences  to  right  or  fauor 
that  can  be  male  on  the  behalf  of  the  favd  collony,  and  will  there  make 
it  appear  how  farr  hee  is  from  the  leaft  thought  of  invading  or  infring- 
ing, in  the  leafi  degree,  the  royall  charter  granted  to  the  faid  collony  ; 
and  his  Majeltv  expels  the  appearance  of  the  fayd  perfons  as  foon  as 
they  can  potfibly  repair  hither,  after  they  haue  notice  of  this  his  Majes- 
ty's plcafure  ;  and  his  further  command  is  that  there  may  bee  noe  alter- 
ations with  reference  to  the  government  of  the  prouince  of  Mayne,  till 
his  Majefty  hath  heard  what  is  alledged  on  all  fides,  but  that  the  fame 
continue  as  his  Majeftyes  commiffioners  haue  left  the  fame,  untill  his 
Majefty  (hall  further  determine;  and  his  Majefty  further exprelly  charges 
and  commands  the  gouernor  and  counfell  there,  that  they  immediately 
fet  all  fuch  perfons  at  liberty,  who  haue  been  or  are  imprifoned,  only 
for  petitioning  or  applying  themfelues  to  his  Mijcity's  commiffioners. 
And  for  the  better  prevention  of  all  differences  and  difputes  upon  the 
bounds  and  limits  of  the  feveral  collonyes,  his  Majffty's  pleafure  is, 
that  all  determinations  made  by  his  Majefty's  fayd  commiffioners  with 
reference  to  the  faid  bounds  and  limits  may  (till  continue  to  bee  ob- 
ferved,  till  upon  a  full  reprefenfation  of  all^retences,  his  Majefty  fhall 
make  his  own  finaJl  determination  ;  and  particularly  the  prefent  tempo- 
rary bounds  fct  by  the  commiifioners  between  the  collonyss  of  New- 
Plymouth  and  Rhoad-Ifland,  untill  his  Majefty  fhall  find  caufe  to  alter 
the  fame.  And  his  Majefty  expects  that  full  obedience  be  given  to  this 
fignification  of  his  pleafure,  in  all  particulars  :  Giuen  at  the  court  at 
Whitehall  the  10th  day  of  April  1666,   in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his 

Majefty 's  reign.  _Tr  _.  , 

•    i     J        6  Will.  Morrice. 


(  No.  XX.  ) 

Samuel  Gortom'j  Defence  againjl  the  Charges  upon  him 
in  Morton' 's  Memorial. 

Nathaniel  Morton, 

IUnderftand  you  have  lately  put  forth  a  book  of  records. — But  this  I 
know,  that  I  am  unjuftly  enrolled,   becaufe  I  was  never  free  nor 
member  incorporate,  in  your  body,  or  any  of  your  territories ;  therefore, 
I  may  not  refrain  to  make  a  fhort  return,  only  as  it  concerns  myfelf. 
And  1  ft.   Your  peremptory  judging  of  one  ycu  know  not,  for  I  am  a 

(tranter  to  you, • 

li  Z  My 
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My  2d  word  concerns  your  eminency,  in  a  flu  mi  rig  authority  to  can- 
onize  and  put  into  the  number  of  faints  ftich  men,  when  they  are  dead, 
who,  in  their  life  time,  were  perfecutors,  efnecially ,  you  having  ac- 
knowledged them  to  be  fuch  yourfdf ;  as  alfo  to  thruft  down  under 
your  feet,  and  make  as  bruit  beafts,  having  only  hope  in  this  prefent 
life,  fuch  as  are  known  to  be  fearers  of  God,  worfhipping  him  iri'lant- 
ly,  day  and  night  ;  tho'  they  be  not  acknowledged  to  be  inch,  by  fame 
particular  fedaries  as  your  A  If. 

A  3d  word  I  have  to  fay  concerns  your  record  :  Mifi&ke  me  not,  I 
meddle  net  with  your  records  further  than  they  concern  myfelf.  I  then 
affirm,  that  your  record  is  fetched  from  him  who  is  a  lyar  from  the  be- 
ginning— In  that  you  declare  I  have  fpoken  words  (or  to  That  effect) 
that  there  is  no  ftate  nor  condition  of  mankind  after  this  life.  I  do 
x'erily  belioe,  that  there  is  not  a  man,  woman  or  child ,  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth,  that  will  come  forih  and  fay,  that  ever  they  heard  any 
fuch  words  come  from  my  mouth  ;  and  1  appeal  to  Gcd,  the  judge  of 
all  fecrets,  that  there  was  never  fuch  a  tho't  entertain'd  in  my  heart. 

And  whereas  you  fay,  I  am  become  a  fordid  man  in  my  life  ;  I  dare 
be  fo  bold  as  to  lay  my  converfation  among  men  to  the  rules  of  human- 
ity,  with  any  minifter  among  you,  in  all  the  paffages  of  my  life  which 
God  hath  bro't  me  thro',  from  my  youth  unto  this  day,  that  it  hath 
been  as  comely  and  innocent  as  his.  Whofe  ox  or  uhofe  afs  have  I 
taken,  or  when  or  where  have  1  lived  upon  other  mens  labours,  and  not 
wrought  with  my  own  hands,  for  things  honcft  in  the  fight  of  men,  to 
eat  my  own  bread  ? 

A  4th  word  I  have  to  fay  to  your  pamphlet, concerns  the  fluff,  as  you 
fottifhly  and  contemptuoufl y  call  it.  You  may  be  afhamed  to  put  pen 
to  paper,  to  publifh  any  thing  to  the  world  in  fhew  of  religion,  not 
acknowledging  the  letter  of  the  fcripture,  but  deriding  it  rather. 

Por  the  relt  of  thofe  expreflions  which  you  charge  upon  us,  you  ialfly 
apply  them.  We  never  died  fermons  of  falvation,  tales  ;  nor  any 
ordinances  of  the  Lord,  an  abomination  or  vanity  ;  nor  holy  miniilers, 
necromancers :  We  honour,  reverence  and  practice  thefe  things.  And, 
however  you  term  me  a  belcher  out  of  errors,  I  would  have  you  know, 
that  I  hold  my  call  to  preach  the  gofpel  of  Chrifl,  not  inferiour  to  any 
minifler  in  this  countrey,  tho'  I  was  not  bred  up  in  the  fchools  cf  hu- 
mane learning,  and  1  blefs  God  that  I  never  was  ;  Icaft  1  had  been 
drowned  in  pride  and  ignoiance,  thro'  Ariflotle's  principles,  and  other 
heathen  philofophcrs,  as  millions  are,  and  have  been,  who  ground  their 
preaching  of  the  gofpel  upon  humane  principles,  to  the  falsifying  of  the 
word  of  Gotl,  in  the  ruin  of  mens  fouls.  Yet  this  1  doubt  not  of,  but 
that  there  hath  been  as  much  true  ufe  made  of  the  languages,  within 
this  twenty  years  part:,  in  the  place  where  I  live,  ss  hath  been  in  any 
church  in  New-England  :  1  know  the  manner  of  your  preaching 
very  well. 

When  I  was  laft  in  England,  thro'  importunity,  I  was  perfwaded  to 
fpeak  the  word  of  God  publickly,  in  divers  as  eminent  places  as  any 
Were  then  in  London,  as  alfo  about  London,  and  places  more  remote  ; 
many  times  the  minifters  of  the  place  being  hearers,  and  fometimes 
many  together,  at  appointed  lectures  in  the  countrey.  I  have  fpoken 
in  the  audience  of  all  forts  of  people  and  perfcr2ges,  under  the  title  of 

a 
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a  bimop  or  a  King  ;  and  was  invited  to  (peak  in  the  prefence  of  fuch 
as  had  the  title  of  excellency  ;  and  was  lovingly  embraced  wherever  I 
came,  in  the  word  uttered,  with  the  moil  eminent  chriftians  in  the 
plase  ;  and  for  leave-taking  at  our  departure,  not  unlike  the  ancient 
cuftom  of  the  faints,  on  record  in  the  holy  fcripturc  ;  and  I  dare  fay, 
as  evident  teftimony  of  God's  power,  going  forth  with  his  word  fpok- 
en,  manifefted,  as  ever  any  in  New-England  had  ;  publick'y,  and  im- 
mediately after  the  word  delivered,  the  people  giving  thanks  to  God 
that  ever  fuch  a  word  came  to  be  uttered  among  them  ;  with  intreaty 
for  ftay  and  further  manifeftation,  in  as  eminent  places  as  are  in  Eng- 
land ;  where  myfelf  did  know  that  doctors  of  note  had  formerly 
preached,  and,  at  that  time,  fuch  as  had  more  honour  put  upon  them 
than,  ordinarily,  preachers  have,  who  gave  me  the  call  thither,  in  way 
of  loving  and  chriftian  fellowship,  th«  like  abounding  in  the  hearers  : 
Therefore,  I  know  not  with  what  New-England  is  leavened  or  fpirired. 
Indeed,  once  in  London,  3  or  4  malignant  perfons  caufed  me  to  be 
fummoned  before  a  committee  of  parliament,  becaufe  I  was  not  a  uni- 
verfity  man  :  I  appeared,  and  my  accufers  alfo ;  one  of  them  a  fchool- 
mafter  in  Chrift's  hcfpital,  another  or  two,  elders  of  independent  or 
feparated  churches;  who  were  queftioned  what  they  had  againft  me. 
They  faid  I  had  preached.  Divers  of,  the  committee  anfwered,  that 
was  true,  they  had  he:<rd  me.  The  chairman  afked  of  my  accufers, 
what  I  had  faid.  They  could  not  repeat  any  thing,  but  faid  they  were 
fure  I  had  made  the  people  of  God  fad.  But  the  fum  of  all  their  acr 
cufation  was  bro't  out  in  a  book,  which,  they  faid,  contained  divers 
blafphemies  :  The  baok  was  only  that  which  was  printed  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  MalTachufets  againft  myfelf  and  others.  The  honoured 
committee  took  the  book,  and  divers  of  them  looked  upon  it,  and 
found  no  fuch  thing  there,  as  they  ignorantly  fuggefted  :  And,  tho'  my 
adverfaries  could  fay  nothing,  but  only  vent  their  fpleen,  crying  out 
upon  blafphemy  ;  yet  the  chairman  and  divers  of  the  board,  knights 
£nd  other  gentlemen,  queftioned  me  about  my  call  to  preach,  and  other 
principal  points  of  religion,  and  I  anfwered  to  all  of  them  according  to 
my  knowledge  and  confeience.  Then  my  accufers  defired  Mr.  Winf- 
low  might  be  called  forth,  whom  they  had  procured  to  appear  there, 
whom  they  thought  would  oppofe  me  ftrongly,  with  refped  to  that 
b®ok  :  When  he  came  out  of  the  crowd  (for  there  was  a  multitude  of 
people,  the  place  being  fpacious)  he  fpake  judicioufly  and  manlike, 
defiring  to  be  exculed,  for  he  had  nothing  to  fay  to  me  in  that  place, 
his  bufinefs  with  mc  lay  before  another  committee  of  parliament; 
which  gave  the  table  good  fatisfaction.  My  anfwers  and  arguments 
were  honourably  taken  by  the  chairman  and  the  reft  of  the  committee, 
and  myfelf  difmiiTed  as  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel.  Shortly  after,  emi- 
nent preachets,  living  remote  from  London,  then  prefent,  fer.t  unto  me 
kind  gratulations,  for  my  arguments  ufed,  and  anfwers  given  before 
that  committee.  Which  act  of  that  committee  I  take  to  be  as  good  an 
human  call  to  preach,  as  any  of  your  minifters  have  ;  and  other  call  I 
know  none  they  have.  And,  for  a  human  call,  I  think  mine  to  be  as 
good  as  the  degrees  in  the  fchools,  or  to  pafs  under  the  hands  and  cere- 
monies of  a  titular  bifhop,  or  under  the  natural  hands  of  a  titular  elder- 
fnip,  or  to  have  the  call  of  a  people,  by  the  power  of  ftipend  or  contri- 
bution, 
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bntion,  without  one  of  which  no  contract — all  which  I  account  as  hu- 
man, at  the  beft. 

A  £th  word  I  have  to  fay,  is  in  that  you  fend  your  reader  to  a  book^ 
printed  by  Mr.  Edward  Win/low,  for  a  more  full  and  perfccl  intelii. 
gence.  Mr.  Window  ami  myfclf  had  humanlike  correfpondency  in 
England,  and  before  the  honourable  committee  which  he  referred  him- 
fclfto,  as  above:  and,  not  to  wrong'  the  dead,  1  faw  nothing  to  the 
contrary,  but  that  I  had  as  good  acceptation  in  the  eyes  of  that  com- 
mittee as  himfell  had  ;  altho'  he  had  a  greater  charter  and  larger  com- 
miflion,  out  of  thefe  parts,  than  myfelf  then  had  ;  and,  however  he  was 
a  man  of  more  eminent  parts  than  myfelf,  yet  the  goodr.efs  and  juitice 
cf  my  caufe  did  equalize  myfelf  unto  him,  in  thofe  occafions,  both  in, 
the  minds  and  demeanors  of  our  fuperiors.  1  do  profefs  I  do  not  know 
or  remember  any  particulars  in  that  book  he  then  put  forth  : — I  faw  it 
in  London,  but  read  little  of  it  ;  and  when  I  came  over  into  thefe 
parts,  my  ancient  acquaintance  and  friend,  Mr.  John  Brown,  difcourf- 
ing  with  me  about  thofe  affairs  in  England,  told  me  he  had  read  fuch  a 
book,  printed  or  put  forth  by  Mr.  Window  :  I  told  him  I  had  feen  it, 
but  read  very  little  ©fit.  Mr.  Brown,  you  know,  was  a  man  approved 
cf  among  you,  an  aiTiltant  in  your  government,  a  commifiioner  tor  the 
united  colonies,  Sec,  who  thus  fpake  unto  me  in  cur  difcourfe  (I  will 
not  pervert  nor  alter  a  word  of  the  will  or  words  of  the  dead)  1  lay,  he 
affirmed  thus  unto  me,  7 hat  he  would  maintain,  that  there  i»ert  40  lies 
printed  in  that  book.  per  me, 

Samu  el  Gorton. 

Warwick^  June  30.  1669. 


(  No,  XXI.  ) 

Jjrldjo?  W AlltZY's  Journal  in  the  Expedition  again  ft  Canada 

in  1692. 

A  narrative  of  the  proceedings  to  Canada,  {oq  far  as  concerned 

the  land  army. 

HAVING  pafled  the  ifle  of  Percey,  and  being  put  back  by  a  con- 
trary wind,  it  was  defigned  there  to  have  landed  our  fouldiers,  to 
have  fettled  our  companys,  to  have  called  a  council  of  warr,  to  have 
made  and  declared  fuch  orders  as  was  necefl'ary  for  regulating  our 
forces,  but  by  feveral  of  our  (hips  and  velTels  being  drove  out  of  the 
harbour  by  a  dorm,  they  came  not  in  again  ftafonably,  and  foe  what 
was  intended  was  p/evented. 

Upon  the  23d  of  Sept.  wee  came  to  an  anchor  at  Tarrafack,*  a  coun- 
cil of  warr  was  called,  fuch  orders  and  ordinances  made  as  was  judged 
neceffary,  and  ordered  to  be  published  in  every  vefiel,  and  at  the  head 
cf  each  company,  which  orders  are  upon  record  and  may  be  feen. 

Upon  the  27th  of  Sept.  being  about  25  leagues  frcm  Cabeck,+  I  went 
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aboard  each  veffel  in  the  fleet,  that  had  fouldiers,  to  take  care  that  tMey 
might  be  all  ready  and  fixt  for  the  fervice,  not  knowing  how  foon  there 
might  be  occafion  ;  and  whereas  there  had  been  complaints,  that,  aboard 
feveral  of  the  veffels,  the  fouldiers  and  others  had  near  a  third  part  of 
their  allowance  taken  oft'  without  order,  I  then  gave  orders^  that  their 
full  allowance  might  be  given  them. 

Upon  the  5th  Ocl.  wee  came  up  with  the  Iflc  of  Orleans,  the  whole 
■fleet  together,  and  having  proraifed  our  men  that  they  {liquid  with  the 
firit  convenience  be  landed  to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  not  having  oppor- 
tunity before,  thought  it  might  doe  well  to  doe  it  then,  propofing  to  the 
council  that  wee  might  'hen  fettle  the  companys,  that  wee  might  then 
fecure  the  ill  and,  gaine  intelligence,  and  upon  our  informations  to  draw 
up  fuch  conclufions  as  were  necefTary,  and  not  to  have  appeared  in  fight 
of  the  town  until  wee  were  fully  ready  to  fall  upon  them  ;  but  it  was 
over-ruled  by  the  council,  and  agreed  we  Ihould  take  the  advantage  of 
the  tide  and  be  in  fight  of  the  town  by  day  light,  which  was  according- 
ly done. 

Upon  the  6th  Oft.  it  was  concluded  that  a  fummons  fhould  be  fent 
afhore,  and,  while  the  anfwer  was  coming,  to  put  ourfelves  in  the  beft 
poiture  wee  could  tor  landing,  but  by  that  time  the  rneffenger  was  re- 
turned wee  found  the  tides  did  not  fute,  and  that  it  would  be  too  la'.e  to 
land  that  night.  It  was  alfoe  then  agreed  upon,  that  the  army  fhould 
land  at  the  north  fliore,  at  the  place  wee  after  landed  at ;  that  the 
fmall  veffels,  that  had  guns,  fhould  take  in  the  ammunition,  provifion, 
field  pieces,  (hovels,  fpades  and  other  neceffarys  for  the  fouldiers  (that 
tide  or  the  next  they  were  to  come  up  to  Charles  river,  that  lyes  by  the 
town)  that  the  (hips  boats  fhould  come  into  the  river  to  be  helpfull  to 
carry  the  fouldiers  over,  and  the  fouldiers  to  be  ready  by  the  river  when 
they  came,  that  fo  they  might  be  helpful  each  to  oilier,  as  there  had 
been  occafion  ;  that  the  field  pieces  fhould  come  in  thofe  veffcls  to  b: 
landed  on  the  other  fide  the  river;  it  was  alfoe  agreed  that,  wdien  wee 
were  over  the  river,  the  men  of  warr  were  to  fail  up  with  the 
town,  and  when  they  pereeived  we  were  upon  the  hill,  es- 
pecially if  we  then  fired  a  houfe,  they  were  then  to  land  200  men 
un.lcr  their  guns,  and  were  to  make  a  brifk  and  refolute  charge 
to  enter  the  town  ;  alfje  agreed  that  Shute  and  others  of  the  lar- 
ger veiTels  that  were  not  men  of  warr,- were  to  go  beyond  the  town,  that 
the  enemy  might  thinke  we  had  another  army  to  land  there  ;  alfoe  agreed 
that  we  fhould  have  two  minifters  and  three  chirurgeons  afhore. 

Thefe  things  being  thus  agreed  on,  on  the  next  morning  being  the 
7th  Oft.  wee  attempted  to  land  our  men,  but  by  a  itorm  were  prevented, 
few  of  the  boats  being  able  to  row  a  head,  and  found  it  weuld  endanger 
our  men  and  wett  our  armes,  at  which  time  the  vcfTel  Capt.  Savage 
was  in  went  afhore,  the  tide  fell,  left  them  dry,  the  enemy  came  upon 
them,  they  manfully  defended  themfelves.  I  went  aboard  feveral  vef- 
fels,  and,  though  uirh  fome  difficulty  caufed  fome  fmall  veffels  that  had 
guns  to  weigh,  and  fent  fome  boats  that  endeavoured  to  help  them,  or 
if  no  other  way  to  bring  off  the  men,  but  the  weather  and  fhoals  were 
fuch  they  could  do  them  noe  good  ;  the  enemy  were  awed  by  fome  guns 
from  Sir  William,  that  the  fhott  flew  among  the  thickefl  of  them,  alfce 
by  fome  guns  from  Capt.  Eldridge,  At  the  tides  coming  in  they  float- 
ed 
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ed  and  all  gott  off  fafe.  That  night,  aboard  Sir  William's  fhip,  tire 
French  prifoners  informed  us  of  a  place  about  two  miles  beyond  the; 
town,  that  would  be  more  commodious  for  landing  the  array,  which  1 
then  thought  might  be  beft  (but  Capt.  Davis  faith  fince,  wee  mould  not 
amended  ourfclves)  but  it  was  faid  the  council  of  warr  had  determined 
the  place,  and  wee  had  not  time  to  call  them  together  then,  and  it  would 
be  fafeft  to  artend  order. 

The  next  dav,  being  the  8th  Ocl.  as  foon  as  the  bad  weather  was  over, 
and  the  tides  fuited,  wee  landed  our  men,  which  confidering  how  farr 
many  of  our  vcfiels  were  from  the  fhoar,  and  the  helps  wee  had,  never 
more  men  were  landed  in  left  time  ;  but  the  fats  lay  off  foe  we  were 
forced  to  go  into  the  water,  fume  up  to  the  knees,  and  fome  near  as  high 
as  their  wafts  upon  the  flatts.  I  drew  up  the  whole  army,  which  con- 
futed of  between  i  z  and  1 300  men,  caufed  four  companys  to  be  drawn  out 
as  forlorns,  though  the  ground  would  not  admitt  the  forlorn  and  main  bat- 
tle to  be  far  the  one  from  the  other  ;  this  being  done,  I  ordered  the  for- 
lorns to  advance  and  to  march,  at  their  open  order,  cowards  the  upland, 
and  by  this  time  the  tide  was  upon  the  ground  we  flood  on  :  The  for- 
lorn were  no  fooner  advanced  a  few  rods,  before  there  was  firing  from 
both  fides ;  upon  one  wing  fome  of  our  men  faw  the  enemy  in  the  bufh- 
es  and  fired  firft,  but  upon  the  other  wing,  and  in  moft  places,  the  ene- 
my had  the  firft  (hot  at  us;  and  from  a  village  over  a  creek  on  our  right 
wing,  there  was  a  party  gauled  us  confiderably  ;  upon  the  charge  our 
officers  and  fouldiers  fhewed  courage  and  refolution  enough,  yet  fome 
having  given  an  order  to  fire  and  fall  off,  but  judging  under  the  prefent 
circumftances,  ordered  the  whole  body  to  (hoot  and  run  up  at  once, 
which  they  did  with  one  confent,  that  it  was  hard  to  fay  which  compa- 
ny went  up  firft  or  fafteft  ;  upon  which  the  enemy  having  generally 
made  a  fecond  ihott,  they  gave  way  at  once,  and  by  the  convenience  of 
fwamps  and  bufhes,  they  had  an  opportunity  to  run  away  and  fecure 
themfelves,  but  yet  ia  partys  cut  of  every  corner  of  a  fwamp  or  thicket 
they  kept  firing  upon  us ;  wee  continued  our  chafe  and  march  towards 
the  town,  and  killed  fome  of  the  enemy  as  wee  went.  Being  informed 
that  the  cr.emy  had  fired  at  our  men  out  of  a  barn,  ar.d  judging 
there  were  fome  in  it,  I  ordered  it  to  be  fired  ;  we  come  np  with  a 
houfe  where  was  a  hogfhead  of  claret  fett  at  the  door,  and  feeing  our 
fouldiers  gather  about  it,  leaft  it  were  poifoncd,  or  might  othcrwi/b 
harm  our  men  or  hinder  cur  march,  I  ordered  the  head  to  be  knocked 
out;  drawing  nearer  the  town  and  finding  the  army  too  much  bar- 
tered, and  not  knowing  but  wee  might  be  met  withall  by  a  force 
from  the  town,  I  drew  up  a  good  part  of  cur  forces  and  marcht  on  y 
wee  continued  cur  march  until  it  was  dark,  two  thirds  of  the  army  took  up 
their  ftand  by  a  creek,  where  was  a  houfe  and  fomeother  fhelter ;  with  the 
other  part  I  advanced  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  that  we  might  the  better 
fecure  the  fhoar  and  to  fee  our  vefTels  that  were  to  come  into  the  river  ; 
there  we  took  up  our  quarters,  placed  cur  guards  and  feniinels,  and  did 
what  was  neceifarv  for  fecuring  ourfclves  and  taking  notice  of  the  mo- 
tion of  the  enemy  ;  wee  then  took  the  advantage  of  lhe  houfe,  barn, 
hay  and  ftraw,  that  thofc  that  were  not  upon  duty  might  keep  themfelves 
as  warm  as  they  could.  Making  inquiry  what  damage  wee  had  receiv- 
ed from  the  enemy,  or  dene  to  them,  fountl  wee  had  not  above  4  killed 
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•iitright  at  our  landing,  nor  lefs  than  60  officer;  and  fouldiers  wotrndcd, 
and  it  was  judged  wee  had  killed  20,  fome  fav  30  of  the  enemy,  and 
fince,  have  been  informed  their  hof'pital  is  fu'l  of  wotmded  men,  and  it 
ia  faid  1  hey  had  not  lefs  than  7  or  Soo  men  that  lay  undifcovered  to 
take  the  advantage  at  our  lanjing  ;  all  tilings  considered,  it  was  a  preat 
rn-^rcy  wee  had  do  more  damage  done  us.  The  fame  evening,  having 
information  of  a  Frenchman  that  had  furrendenxl  Hmfelf,  and  was  with 
the  other  part  of  the  army,  I  fent  for  him  and  f'.rictly  examined  him,  fe- 
verely  threatened  him  it  1  caught  him  in  a  lye,  told  him  wee  had  taken 
other  French  prifoners,  and  if  he  told  us  any  thing  that  was  falfe,  wee 
ihould  foon  find  it.  He  told  us  wee  ihould  cut  him  in  pieces  if  he  told 
11s  any  thing  but  what  was  truth  ;  lie  informed  that  there  were  about 
600  men  that  were  in  the  fwamp  at  our  coming  afhore,  that  there  was  a 
Captain  and  other  officers  killed,  befides  others  that  he  faw,  that  the 
French  had  900  men  from  the  town  more,  upon  their  march  towards  us, 
that  they  were  over  the  river,  but  feeing  wee  had  landed  our  men  foe 
fuddainly,  and  beaten  the  French  off  the  ground,  and  were  marching  to- 
wards the  town,  that  they  retreated,  marcht  back  to  the  town,  or  atleall 
to  the  other  iide  of  the  river  :  He  faid  the  Earl  of  Frontenack  was 
come  down,  the  governor  of  Mount  Royal  and  the  intendant ;  that  a 
great  many  fouldiers  came  into  Cabeck  on  the  Thurfday  before,  a  great 
many  with  the  governor  upon  Fryday,  and  more  with  the  governor  of 
Mount  Roysl  on  Saturday,  and  many  fince  :  he  alfoe  faid  he  was  a 
fouldier  of  Mount  Royal  that  had  run  away,  and  that  they  were  feek- 
ing  after  him  (which  we  after  found  true).  He  alfoe  faid  he  came  by 
the  information  by  a  Mount  Royal  fouldier,  that  he  had  mett  withall, 
which  acquainted  him  they  had  left  but  50  fouldiers  at  Mount  Royal, 
and  added  that  he  had  heard  fome  French  officers,  at  the  next  houfe  to 
that  wee  then  were  2t,  fay  that  they  had  not  lefs  than  3000  men  in  the 
town  :  he  alfoe  faid,  that  at  the  mod  convenie.-it  place  of  the  fouldiers 
goeing  over  they  had  planted  8  guns.  All  which  afterwards  we  had 
confirmed.  That  others  might  not  be  difcouraged,  wee  told  him  he 
was  lent  by  the  enemy  to  tell  us  a  parcel  of  lies,  but  he  faid  he  had  tel  1 
ns  nothing  but  what  we  ihould  find  true. 

After  this,  I  fent  for  the  reft  of  the  forces  to  come  over,  that  wee  might 
not  be  too  much  fcattered,  and  fent  for  the  majors  and  captains,  and  fuch 
as  belonged  to  the  council  of  warr,  to  confider  and  conclude  what  was 
farther  to  be  done ;  after  fome  difcourfe,  it  was  concluded  by  the  whole, 
that,  for  as  much  as  the  veffels  were  not  come  up  the  river  with  our  fup- 
plyes  of  provision,  am  munition,  and  other  neceflaries,  neither  the  boats 
for  tranfporting  our  men,  that,  as  matters  were  thus  circumftanced,  wee 
were  not  in  a  capacity  to  advance,  but  hoped  the  velTels  would  be  in  with 
the  tide,  that  wa.s  before  day,  and  that  if  they  came,  wee  would  be  ready 
to  be  helpfull  to  defend  them,  as  we  expected  help  from  them  ;  but  the 
winds  prevented  their  coming,  as  the  mailers  after  faid.  Before  day, 
contrary  to  order,  and  without  my  knowledge,  they  landed  the  fix  field 
pieces,  at  the  point  near  which  the  army  lay,  which  greatly  clogg'd  us, 
and  would  a  made  our  paffidge  over  the  river  very  difficult.  In  the  eve- 
ning, wee  fee  Capt.  Gilbert  weigh  anchor,  and  the  mips  of  warr  fail  up 
to  the  town,  and  the  feveral  (hips  plying  their  guns  upon  the  town,  and 
the  town  upon  them,  with  utmolt  diligence;  but  the  reafon  of  their  go- 
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ing  before  the  land  army  were  over  the  river,  wee  underftood  not  till 
afterwards.  The  cold  of  the  nighr,  and  our  fouldiers  not  having  oppor- 
tunity to  dry  themfelves  until  the  next  day,  proved  very  prejuditiall  to 
them.  Upon  the  9th  of  Oftober,  Sir  William's  (hip  returned  from  the 
town,  being,  as  wee  were  informed,  very  much  difinabled,  having  been 
very  fmartly  engaged  with  the  town ;  alfoe  were  informed,  that  the  men 
of  warr  had  not  powder  enough  left  for  two  rounds  apeice  ;  but,  howe- 
ver, fuppofing  they  had  fecured  and  would  fupply  us  with  what  was  pro- 
mifed  and  reckning  it  was  aboard  the  f.nall  veffels  that  were  to  come 
into  the  river,  we  {till  expected  their  coming  in,  and  that  day  advanced 
nearer  the  town,  where  wee  had  better  fhelter  for  the  men,  and  a  better 
place  for  our  defence,  where  we  placed  out  our  guards,  cad  put  ourfclves 
in  the  beft  pofture  we  could  to  defend  ourfelves  and  offend  our  enemies, 
if  they  had  come  upon  us  ;  fent  out  partys  to  gain  intelligence  and  make 
difcovery,  and  what  provifion  came  within  our  reach  was  killed  for  the 
ofe  of  the  army  ;  our  provifions  being  fo  much  in  the  matters  of  the  vef- 
fels power,  and  not  in  the  commiffary-generais  order  and  difpofe,  proved 
a  great  damidge,  for,  by  reafon  hereof,  fonie  fouldiers  were  provided  for 
and  others  wanted,  and  .ail  the  rum  that  could  be  procured,  to  refrefh  the 
fouldiers,  was  only  about  60  gallons,  which  was  fpared  from  Sir  Wil- 
liam's fhip,  the  reft  either  had  it  not,  or  would  not  own  they  had. 

Our  fouldiers  dried  thimfeivcs,  gott  what  refreshment  they  could,  and 
hoped  the  veffels  might  come  in  the  evening  tide,  wee  feeing  more  and 
more  need  of  them,  being  more  and  more  fenfible  of  the  enemies  ftrength, 
and  our  own  men,  many,  growing  lick  and  unrttt  for  fer\  ice.  But  the 
veffels  not  coming,  we  ftood  upon  our  guard  that  night,  but  found  it 
exceeding  cold,  it  freezing  that  night  foe  that  the  next  morning  the  ice 
w-ould  bear  a  man.  That  night  I  called  a  council,  demanded  their  opin- 
ion v,  hat  was  to  be  done,  for  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  1;  e  there  ;  one 
in  behalf  of  fundry  others  faid,  they  had  been  together  conlidering  there- 
of, and  that  for  as  much  as  we  had  not  fuitable  fupplys  of  provifions 
sfhore,  little  or  no  ammunition  to  recruit  if  there  fhould  be  occafion, 
that  our  men  were,  many,  lick  and  wearied,  that  they  had  the  difficulty's 
of  the  river  to  deal  with,  neither  boats  nor  veffels  to  help  us  in  ourgoing 
over,  that  we  had  8  great  guns  and  icoo  men  at  the  river  fide  that  were 
ready  for  us,  after  that,  a  fteep  bank  and  narrow  paffage  to  win,  up  or 
through  which  wee  fhould  not  a  been  able  to  have  carried  our  great  guns, 
neither  could  wee  have  carried  them  over,  where  wee  might  have  had 
them  for  ufe,  without  the  help  of  our  boats  or  veffeh,  after  ail  this,  a 
well  fortified  town  with  three  times  our  number  of  men  within  to  en- 
counter with,  having  but  one  chirurgeon  afhore,  though  three  were  or- 
dered, the  increafing  cold  weather,  the  enemy  being  capable  and  had  a 
fair  opportunity,  had  we  gone  over,  by  reafon  of  their  men  on  our  backs 
and  guns  by  Charles  river,  to  cut  off  all  fupplys  and  preventing  our  fend- 
ing off  foe  much  as  a  wounded  man  ;  after  fome  difcourfc  on  thefe  mat- 
ters it  was  concluded,  as  I  underftood,  by  the  whole,  that  I  fhould  goe 
on  board  that  morning  to  Sir  William,  and  acquaint  him  with  our  dif- 
ficultys  and  difappointments,  and  that  it  was  their  agreement,  if  he  were 
willing,  that  the  army  fhould  get  aboard  that  night  or  before  day,  and 
that  they  fhould  reft  and  refrefh  themfelves  a  day  or  two,  and  if  they 
found  they  had  ammunition  fuitable,   they  were  ready  to  land  at  aiy 
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other  place,  or  under  the  guns  at  the  town,  if  the  counfel  fhould  foe  con- 
clude ;  there  was  that  day  two  men  to  each  gun  fent  afhore,  a  barrel  of 
powder  for  the  great  guns,  and  half  a  barrel  befides,  and  ioo  wt.  of 
bullets  or  fomt::hing  more. 

The  ioih,  before  noon,  I  went  aboard  to  Sir  William,  acquainted  him 
how  matters  went  afhore,  and  of  the  defire  and  conclufion  of  the  officers ; 
lie  faid  he  could  a  been  glad  we  had  bcen^capabie  to  have  proceeded, 
but  confented  to  their  coming  aboard,  and  faid  the  boats  fhould  be  fent 
afhore  before  day  ;  after  I  had  been  aboard  a  while,  wee  heard  guns  goe 
off  afhore  and  perceived  our  out  gu3rds  were  charged  by  the  enemy  ;  I 
was  g«ing  off,  bur,  perceiving  it  was  foon  over,  ftsid  a  while,  and  in  the 
aftetaoon  went  afhore  again,  found  our  guards  and  fome  fcouts  had  been 
engaged  by  the  enemy  ;  Major  Savage  fent  reliefs  as  was  neceflary,  bat 
being  informed  that  the  enemy  might  be  iooo  men  over  the  river,  he 
fent  Capt.  Corwin  with  orders  that  the  fouldiers  fhould  make  an  orderly 
retreat,  for  if  the  enemy  were  numerous  it  were  better  to  prepare  to  meet 
them  in  the  plain  holds  than  among  the  fwamps ;  wee  had  4  men  wound- 
ed, one  died  of  his  wounds,  and,  through  haft  in  the  retreat,  a  fmall 
drummer  left  his  drum  behind  him  j  they  did  confiderable  damage  to 
the  enemy,  but  could  not  give  a  certain  and  particular  account  thereof, 
they  fired  feveral  houfes  and  barns  and  returned,  but  the  enemy  fee  no 
caufe  to  follow  them.  That  night  wee  kept  a  very  ftrong  and  ftrift 
watch,  I  acquainted  the  fouldiers  of  their  coming  aboard  ;  after  mid- 
night feveral  of  the  commanders  defired  we  might  remove  our  army 
nearer  to  the  place  where  we  were  to  goe  off,  accordingly  wee  filently 
marched  off  the  ground,  carryed  back  our  guns ;  when  I  had  taken  care 
that  wee  had  left  none  behind,  I  went  to  the  place  where  they  were  or- 
dered to  march,  found  our  fouldiers  too  many  of  them  upon  the  beach 
ready  to  goe  off  if  there  had  been  an  opportunity ;  I  caufed  them  to  be 
drawn  up  upon  the  upland  adjoining,  and  put  them  in  a  pofture  for  fer- 
vice  if  they  had  been  attacked  by  the  enemy,  for  wee  were  within  fight 
and  hearing  of  the  town.  Before  day  the  boats  began  to  row  afhore, 
but  foe  many  of  our  men  drew  off  without  orders,  that  they  might  be 
ready  to  get  in  with  the  firft,  I  forefeeing  the  confufion  that  was  like  to 
be,  and  perceiving  there  would  not  be  time  before  it  was  light  to  get  all 
off",  I  fent  the  boats  all  away  and  would  not  let  any  goe  off  at  that  time. 

The  nth  day,  being  foe  near  as  to  heare  them  calling  one  to  another 
at  the  town,  their  drumming  and  ringing  before  day,  and  other  noifes 
in  the  woods,  that  wee  had  reafon  to  think*  they  intended  that  day  to 
come  out  againft  us  with  their  whole  ftrength ;  in  the  morning  they 
fired  feveral  great  guns  at  us  but  did  us  no  harm,  our  men  all  that  day 
(landing  to  their  arms,  drums  beating,  colours  flying,  fair  in  fight  of  the 
town  ;  we  faw  feveral  of  the  enemy  not  far  from  us,  and  many  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  befides  what  was  in  the  town  ;  it  is  faid  that  Capt. 
Davis  *  reckoned,  what  they  had  in  the  town  and  that  alarmed  us  and 
guarded  their  fhoars,  they  were  more  than  4000  men  ;  they  fent  out  7 
or  800  frefh  men  dayly  to  alarm  us  and  to  watch  our  motions.  De- 
figning  to  goe  off  that  night,  and  there  being  like  to  be  a  good  oppor- 
tunity, I  called  feveral  of  the  officers  and  acquainted  them  that  I  was 
(Jefigned  to  fend  three  parties  of  fouldiers  to  beat  up  the  fwamps  that 
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*  Davis  was  then  a  prifoner  at  Quebec,  taken  at  Cafco-bay. 
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were  round  us,  and  beat  offthefe  fpies  that  we  had  reafon  to  judge  lay 
near  us,  accordingly  ordered  three  )6  files  to  be  detached  out  of  the 
feveral  companies,  and  fent  them  out  commanded  by  Capt.  Barnet,  and 
.Capt.  Minot,  and  that  party  that  was  fent  out  upon  our  right  wing  were 
foon  engaged  ;  fent  Capt.  March  forthwith,  who  had  a  good  company, 
and  they  then  foon  made  the  enemy  give  back,  but  they  continued 
firing  brifkly  at  each  other;  I  fent  out  feveral  companys  to  relieve 
them  ;  in  the  mean  time  not  knowing  but  this  party  might  have  been 
fent  to  occaiion  the  drawing  off  a  great  pa:t  of  our  forces,  and  they 
might  have  a  greater  ftrength  near  us,  wherefore  I  fent  oir  to  make 
difcovery,  and  flood  ready  with  the  reft  of  the  army  to  light  them  if 
they  had  come  up  with  us.  The  fouldiers  were  ordered  to  keep  firing 
at  the  enemy,  in  and  about  the  fwamps  near  us,  and  where  they  law  the 
enemy,  until  it  was  dark  ;  which  accordingly  they  did. 

It  then  growing  near  night,  I  ordered  the  fick  men  to  be  tarried 
aboard,  which  might  be  done  by  day  light,  becaufe  two  or  three  boats 
might  goe  off  well  enough  unfufpecled.  That  day,  Alexander  Smart 
came  afhore  with  a  commifficn  to  be  mnfler  gunner,  and  had  52  feamen 
under  his  command  for  to  attend  the  guns.  A  little  before  night,  I 
called  him  and  acquainted  him  that  the  army  was  to  goe  off  that  night, 
and  gave  him  a  charge  about  the  guns,  in  particular  ordered  that  three 
guns  mould  goe  off  before  any  men  went,  or  with  the  firft,  the  other 
fnould  be  let  alone  to  the  laft  and  kept  for  to  defend  the  foldiers  if 
there  had  been  occafion,  and  to  be  put  aboard  the  laft  boats,  which 
might  be  foon  done ;  he  made  me  anfwer  that,  thcugh  he  was  the  laft 
man  aboard,  he  would  fee  all  the  guns  off";  I  parted  with  him  then  and 
never  fee  him  afterwards  that  I  knew  of;  I  then  acquainted  Major 
Savage  and  other  officers,  that  we  mould  draw  off  half  each  regiment  at 
a  time,  and  he  fnould  draw  off  half  his  regiment  fiift,  and  ordered  that 
thofe  that  went  in  the  firft  boats  fhould  be  helpful  to  draw  down  thofe 
three  guns  that  were  to  goe  firft  aboard,  which  they  did,  and  concluded 
they  were  gone  aboard.  It  growing  very  d-rk,  notwi:hftanding  I  had 
ordered  the  officers  to  keep  the  fouldiers  to  their  arms,  many  precipi- 
tately and  difcrderly  drew  down  to  the  beach,  four  times  more  than  had 
leave,  and  a  very  great  noife  was  made,  which  I  was  much  troubled  at, 
and  was  willing  to  go  down  to  fee  if  I  could  ftill  them  ;  I  called  to 
Major  Ward,  ordered  him  he  fhould  do  what  he  could  to  keep  the  foul- 
diers to  their  arms,  and  not  to  move  without  order,  which  he  foon  found 
too  hard  for  him  to  doe  ;  I  ordered  fome  fouldiers  to  keep  the  reft  frcm 
crowding  down  until  thofe  were  gone  off  that  were  upon  the  flats;  I 
called  to  them  to  be  filcnt,  but  either  of  thefe  were  little  regarded,  for 
the  croud  and  the  noife  both  increafed ;  the  feamen  calling  out  for  fuch 
fouldiers  as  belonged  to  their  veffels,  and  the  fouldiers  for  fuch  boats  as 
came  from  the  veffels  they  belonged  to,  hundreds  in  the  water  up  to  the 
knees  and  higher,  preffing  into  boats,  the  feamen  and  they  contending, 
by  reafon  whereof  I  fee  boats  were  like  to  be  five  times  lenger  a  loading 
than  they  needed  ;  I  faw  a  neceffity  of  my  going  off  to  the  boats,  went 
aboard  a  finall  boat  belonging  to  Mr.  Winfer,  commanded  filence,  or- 
dered the  boats  to  take  the  men  in,  as  they  came  and  to  carry  them  to 
the  firft  veffels  they  came  at,  which  was  not  minded  by  many,  but  as  I 
vas  forced  to  goe  from  boat  to  boat  and  fee  it  clone,  for  other  ways  feme 
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ef  the  fearaen  would  throw  the  fouldiers  overboard  if  they  did  no'  be- 
long to  them,  or  the  fouldiers  would  have  preffed  into  boat?  to  have 
funk  them.  After  my  being  at  the  point  not  lefs  than  three  hours,  the 
men  were  moft  off,  and  every  thing  (till  quiet;  the  boats  were  all  gone, 
I  began  to  think  becaufe  I  fee  none  a  coming  they  thought  the  men 
were  all  off,  I  queftioncd  how  many  men  were  upon  the  point,  fome 
faid  15:0,  wee  judged  about  100  or  120,  I  told  them  I  would  fee  jf  any 
boats  were  coming,  rowed  off  and  heard  feveral  boats  rowing,  went  to 
them  and  ordered  them  to  haften  to  the  fhoar  ;  and  though  I  thought 
there  might  be  enough  to  take  off  all  the  men,  yet  they  mould  rather 
have  too  many  than  want,  I  told  them  1  would  go  to  the  next  veffels 
that  had  boats  aboard  and  fend  them  away,  which  i  did  with  all  fpeed, 
Being  now  well  fatisfied  our  men  were  fafe  off,  I  went  on  board  Sir 
William  s  fhip,  I  acquainted  how  matters  were,  told  him  I  hoped  the 
guns  were  off,  for  did  not  fee  them  when  I  came  away ;  lie  madeanfwer 
he  queftioned,  for  the  mafter  gunner  had  been  aboard  long  before,  and 
could  not  give  account  they  were  off,  immediately  came  one  of  the 
gunners  aboard,  with  a  gun,  and  faid  that  the  guns  were  all  off.  I 
then  being  fatisfied  that  both  men  and  guns  were  all  off,  1  went  to  my 
cabbin,  to  take  my  reft,  having  had  but  little  for  3  days  and  nights  be- 
fore. Soon  after,  Mr.  Dcaring  came  aboard,  who  came  off  in  the  lad 
parfel  of  boafs,  and  acquainted  fome  of  the  officers  and  divers  others, 
that  there  was  j  of  the  guns  afhore,  that  they  had  been  under  water, 
but  appeared  when  he  came  away,  they  did  not  acquaint  Sir  William 
nor  myfelf  of  it,  until  the  next  morning,  for  wee  had  come  off  undif- 
covered,  and  there  was  4  or  5  hours  time  that  they  might  been  eafily 
and  fafely  fetchr,  bat  that  was  neglected;  they  fent  in  the  morning,  but 
then  it  was  too  late. 

The  1  2th  day  a  council  was  called,  feveral,  but  not  all  the  commanders 
aboard,  they  difcourfed  of  landing  at  the  town,  or  at  Orleance,  many  uf 
the  officers  declared  that  many  of  their  men  were  fick  and  unfitt  for  fer- 
vice  ;  however,  it  was  agreed  that  the  men  fhould  have  a  day  or  two's 
time  to  refrefh  therafelves,  and  to  inquire  what  capacity  wee  were  in  for 
a  further  attempt,  and  fome  time  fhould  be  fpent  on  Monday  in  prayer, 
to  feek  God's  direction,  but  the  weather  prevented  our  meeting,  and  wee 
necefiitated  to  weigh  and  fall  down  to  Orleance,  many  vtffels  drove  fiom 
their  anchors,  and  were  in  danger  of  being  drove  on  upon  the  town  ;  wee 
then  fent  afhore  about  our  captives,  but  winds  and  weather  after  proved, 
fuch,  as  wee  had  never  oppottunity  to  come  together,  but  the  whole  fleet 
were  fcattered,  and  fuch  exceeding  hard  cold  and  windy  weather  fett  in 
for  3  weeks  or  a  month  together,  as  I  never  was  in  fo  much  together. 

This  narrative  given  into  the  honourable  council  of  the  Mafiachufetts, 
this  27th  Nov.  1 690. 

P.     JOHN  W ALLEY. 

The  land  army's  failing,  the  enemy's  too  timely  intelligence,  lyeing 
~t  weeks  within  3  days  fail  of  the  place,  by  reafon  whereof  they  had  op- 
portunity to  bring  in  the  whole  ftrength  of  their  country,  the  fhortnefi 
of  our  ammunition,  our  late  fetting  out,  our  long  pafiidge,  and  many 
fick  in  the  army,  thefe  may  be  reckned  as  fome  of  the  reafons  of  our 
gifappointmetit. 

Some 
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Some  queflion  our  courage,  that  wee  proceeded  no  further  ;  as  thing9 
were  circumflanced,  others  would  a  qucflioncd  our  prudence,  if  free  hM  ; 
v/ere  it  a  fault,  it  was  the  act  of  a  council  of  warr  ;  wee  mult  undergoe 
the  ccnfurcii  of  many  :  In  tine  mean  time,  our  conferences  doe  not  accufe 
us,  neither  are  we  molt,  yea  allmoft  all,  cf  us,  afraid  or  afhamed  toanf- 
wer  our  actions,  before  any  that  can  or  (hall  call  us  to  an  account  for 
the  fame,  nor  unwilling  to  give  any  farther  fatisiaction  to  any  reafonabk 
men  that  thall  deiire  it. 

John  W*  I.  L  S  ¥t 

Doflon,  the  syth  Nov.  1690. 
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lCADIEi  bid  Bring  with  the  French  there,  page  120. 

Aits  of  Trade,  not  ofa 

Addington,  tfaac,  Secretary,  305. 

Ad<lrels  to  King  Charles  the  fecund  moved  for  without  fuccdi,  194.  Agreed  to. 
1^4.  To  King  Charles  the  firfti  442.  To  the  Parliament,  44S.  To  Oliver 
Cromwell,  4.5  a        Id  King  Charles  the  fecond,  460. 

Adultery,  female,  not  male,  capital,  3^9-  On  either  part,  ground  for  divorce  a 
vinculo,   395. 

Agawam,  Indian  name  of  Ipfwich,  33.     OF  Springfield,  9;. 

Agents,  Weld,  Peters  and  Ilibbins,  95.  Edward  Winflow,  140.  John  Leveret* 
175.  Uradftrecl  and  Norton,  202.  Stoughtou  and  Bulkley,  2Sr.  Dudley 
and  Richards,    |0»<      Mather,  327.     Alhuilt,  Cooke,  Mather  and  Oakes,  349. 

Alexander,   Sir  William*  tells  Nova-Scotia  1 1  the  French,    121. 

Aiulrob,  Sir  Edmundi  governor  of  New-Yoik,  292.  Of  Mafl'achufetts,  116. 
Crown  more  arbitrary,  317.  Lilt  of  his  council,  31;.  Sulpccted,  without 
grounds,  of  being  a  papift,  354.  Other  grouttttleft  jealoufieu,  331-  A  kind 
general,  331.  Covernor  from  Delawa  to  Nova-Scotia,  332.  Seized  and 
confined,  533.  Demands  his  releafe,  34;-  Ordeicd  to  England,  347.  El- 
ea|>e.  From  the  cxftlt,  and  retaken,  349.     Made  govemoi  of  Virginia,  3>t. 

Anglefey,  Lord,  his  letter  to  governor  Lcvrrett,  279. 

Antinomianifmsi  rife  ai^i  progrefs,  56  to  7$. 

Applc/on.  Mr.  an  ailiftant,  intprifoned  by  Sir  E.  Andros,  326. 

Articles  of  War  fof  New- England  forces,  269. 

Aihurft  family,  triends  to  New  England,  346.  Sir  Henry  appears  for  the  colo- 
ny* i47- 

AlTembly  of  divines  at  Wefhivntter  invite  Mr.  Cotton,  &c.  to  fit  with  them,   lit, 

Alliftauts  contend  with  deputies)  39,   134.     Vote  to  fuTtendfil  the  charter,  304. 

1!. 

Baptifl^  perfecutcd,  208,  209. 

Baxter,  George,  an  arbitrator  between  Englifh  and  Dutch,   149. 

Bellingham,  Ricliaid,  arrives,  44.  Deputy  governor,  45.  Governor,  91.  Or- 
dered to  England  to  aiilwer,   23a.     Governor,  236,  247.      Dies,  147. 

Bermudas  charter  vai  ated,  302. 

Bigotry  in  England  fettled  America,  11.     Prevailed  ill  New- England,  175. 

Bills  of  credit  fiilt  iltucd,  356. 

Blaxton,  Mr.  an  epifcopalian,  26. 

Bofton,  fo  called  frata  refpedt  to  Mr.  Cotton,  a5.  Inhabitants  favour  Mr. 
Vane  and  llight  Mr.  Winthrop,  6j.  Sixty  of  thcin  difarmed,  74.  Irnpovver* 
ed  to  try  caufes,   162. 

Bounds  of  the  firlt  charter,   16. 

Boyle,  Robert,  g.vernor  of  corporation  for  propagating  the  gofpel,  ijj.    Dies,  324. 

Bradford,   William,  governor  of  Plymouth,  Ins  death,   190. 

Bradford,  major,  account  of  Indian  fight,  272. 

Bradftrcet,  Simon,  23.  Agent  to  England,  202.  Governor,  291.  Of  the  mod- 
erate party,  29K.  kefufes  to  act  under  Dudley,  314.  Vindicates  the  titles  te 
lands,  322.      Governor  or  President,  340. 

Brereton,  Sir  William,  of  the  New-England  company,  23. 
Bridges,  Pobert,   an  alhftant,  140. 

Brown» 
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Brown,  John  and  Samuel,  churchmen,  and  therefore  fent  back  to  England,  io« 

Brook,   Lord,  44. 

Bulkley,  Peter,  agent,  281. 

Bullivant,  one  of  Andros's  juftices,  feized,  334. 

Burgefs,  William,  tirft  fecretary,  17. 

Bloody  Point  fettled,   101. 

Burditt's  villainy,  8$. 

C. 

Cambridge  petition  to  the  King,  328. 

Canada  expedition  propofed,  235. 

Canoriicus,  Narraganfet  lachism,    130. 

Cap(.  Anne,  fithery  there  in  1624,    14. 

Cape  Fear,  contribution  for,  238. 

Carr,  Sir  Robert,  commiftioner,  ait.     Indiferect,  22C. 

Cartwright,  George,  commiihoncr,  an. 

Cafco  tort  taken,   353. 

Caitine,  Baron,  325. 

Cattle,  number  in  1640,  91. 

Charles  II.  news  of  his  restoration,  194.  Motion  to  addrefs  him  fails,  194.  Pro- 
claimed in  Bolton,  200.  No  man  to  drink  his  health,  2or.  Grant.'  his  par- 
don, and  confirms  the  charter,  203.  A  p relent  made  him,  235.  Letter  to 
Plymouth,  466.    To  Mafi'achufetts,  465. 

Charlcftown  church  fettled,  27. 

Charter  tirft  pafles  the  feals,  17.  Removed  to  New- England,  20.  Prccefs  a- 
gainft  it,  $4  to  87.  Saved  by  change  ot  times  in  England,  86.  Afliftants  vote 
to  furrender  it,  304.     Judgment  or  decree  againft  it,  306. 

Charter,  fecond,  drawn  by  Blaithwait,  564.       , 

Chaunccy,  Charles,  prefident,  16 1 .     Death,  237. 

Child,  Doctor,  concerned  in  a  faction,  137. 

Chriitianity  preached  to  Indians,  131  to  157. 

Church,  Benjamin,  fortunate,  276. 

Church  of  England  firft  fet  up,  3  18. 

Church  government,  fum  of  it,  370. 

Civil  commotions,  notions  upon  it,  230. 

Clark,  Thomas,  proprietor  of  Kenebec,  31%. 

Clark,  Nathaniel-  a  time  ferver,  322.      Seized  and  fecured,  341. 

Clams  received  by  the  firft  planters  with  pious  gratitude,  28. 

Coin  of  New-England  in  16^2,  164. 

Coddington,  William,  23,  63. 

College,  Harvard.  107,  159  to  162. 

Colonies  form  their  own  legiilatuie,  92. 

Colonies,  ftate  of  in  Cromwell's  time,  179. 

Commerce  free,  propofed  from  Canada,   156. 

Commerce,  flourilhing  llate  of,   174. 

Commifiioners  from  King  Charles,  211  to  234.      Commiilion,  459. 

Comnufnoners  of  united  colonies,    125,  130,  144,  155,  157,  166,  i~£. 

Comet,  remarkable,  207,  312. 

Connecticut,  their  firrt  combination,  96.     Controverfy  about  duties,   144  to  i- 
Forces  fuccefsful,  276.     Surrender  their  charter,  305.     Revolution  there,  341. 
Reaffume  their  charter,  360. 

Cooke,  George,  a  Maffachufetts  capt.  afterwards  a  colonel  in  Ireland,   115. 

Cooke,  Eliftia,  zealous  for  liberty,  298.  AfTiftant,  306.  Agent,  349.  For  o!i 
charter  or  none,  361. 

Conant,  Roger,  at  Cape  Ann,  14.     Salem,   15. 

Corn,  Indian,  10s.  fterl.  the  buihel,  29.     Mean,  diftateful  diet  to  Europeans  31. 

Corporation  for  propagating  the  gofpel,   150,   154. 

Council  for  fafety  of  the  people,  340. 

Covenant,  Scotch,  propofed,   137.  V 

Counties,  tirft  made,  112.  ' 

Council  under  Dudley,  314.     Andros,  317. 

Council  of  Plymouth  conftituted,  13.  Make  a  grant  to  Wcfton,  13.  '*-o  Rob- 
ert Gorges,  34.     Divide  New-England,  52. 

"curt 
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Court  of  a(Ti(tants  at  Charleftown,  30.     General,  30. 

Courfe  of  judicial  proceedings,  397. 

Craufield,  governor  of  New-Hamplhire,  303. 

Cotton,  John,  arrives,  37.  Engaged  in  controverfy,  55  to  74.  Invited  to  the  aT- 
fembly  of  divines,    m.      Death,   165. 

Cows,  milch,   2^1    per  head.  31. 

Cradock,  Matthew,  tirft  governor,  17.  Account  of  h?m,  23.  Intended  to  fe'tle  at 
Med  ford,  27 

Cromwell,  Oliver,  drfigned  for  New-England,  44.  Writes  to  Mallachufetts  to 
•join  againft  tlie  Dutch,  168.  To  remove  to  Ireland,  17,.  Urgss  their  remov- 
al to  Jamaica,  1-5.  His  converfation  with  Wheelwrighti  178.  Sees  the  im- 
portance of  the  colonies,  178. 

Cromwell,  Richard,  not  proclaimed  when  ordered,  195. 

Crown  Law  taken  frorft  Mofes,  387. 

Culpepper,  Lord,  at  Bofton,  299. 

D. 

Danfortb.  Thomas,  afliftant,  174.  Deputy  governor,  zqi-  Prefident  of  Maine? 
296.      Zealous,  198.      In  terror,  339.      Treats  with  the  Indians,  358. 

Davenport,  John,  comes  over,  Sr.  Invited  to  Weftminfter  aficmbiy>  ill.  Con- 
ceals Whaley  an  O-      Death,   238. 

Davenport,  captain,  killed  at  the  cattle,  232.. 

D'Aulney,  a  French  governor  at  Penobfcot,  bickerings  with  him,   121  to  12.5. 

Davis,  Silvanus,  action  at  Kenncbeck,  311. 

Deeds  regiftered,  402. 

Deniiiibn,  George,  great  fticcefs,  275. 

Deputies  and  alliltants  contention,  39,    134. 

Dixwell,  colonel,  one  of  King  Charles'  judges,  known  by  the  name  of  j*  Davids? 
200. 

Dod,  John,  charges  New-England  puritan's  with  feparation,  Si. 

Dougfafs,  erroneous,    191,  283,  317,  320.  • 

Downing,  Sir  George,  anecdotes  ot\   107. 

Dudley,  Thomas,  io.  Accounts  of  him.  21.  Deputy  governor,  24.  No  iriend 
to  toleration,  71.     Governor,  39,  136.     Death  and  character,  109. 

Dudley,  Joieph,  member  for  Roxbury,  261.  His  account  of  Nanaganfci  fi .  .it, 
273.  Agent,  301.  Prefident,  314.  Seized  and  imprifotied',  334.  Suuers 
much,  348-     Sent  to  England,  349.      Chief  juftice  of  New- York,  351. 

Summer,  Richard,  H'ft  arrives,  44.      Afliftant,  45.      Left  out,  63. 
ummcr,  Shubael,  killed  at  York,  309. 

'"unftar,  Henry,  college  prefident,    iui. 

Dutch  bribe  Engliih  pilot  to  go  to  Cape-Cod,  12.  Settle  bounds  with  New-Ha- 
ven, 148.  Sufpeded  of  a  plot  againit  the  Engliih,  165  to  170.  Surrender 
Manhadoes,  212. 

Dover  fettled,  100. 


Earthquake  memorable,  88. 

. ...  .on,  Nathaniel,  lint  matter  of  Harvard  College,  89.      Difplaced-  89. 

Eaton,  Theophilus,  account  of  him,  23.      Comes  to  New- England,  8t. 

Elders  confulted  by  the  General  Court,  167,  205,  232,  281,  303.  Jealous  of  the 
power  of  the  mag'iftrates,  249  to  251.  Prophefy  in  lackcloth,  274.  Concerned 
in  all  matters  oi  moment,  4*4. 

Election  contentions,  02,  y5- 

Elliot,  John,  an  Indian  apottle,  153  to  157.  Recants  his  opinions  againft  mon- 
ar,     y,    195. 

Elizabeth  Illands,  fa  railed  by  Golnold,  9. 

Emba  kation,  firit .  for  Maffachuletts  bay,  16.  Second,  18.  Third  and  princi- 
pal!  .  with  the  charter,  24. 

Endkoit,  John,  a  patentee,  r6.  Goes  to  Naumkeag  or  Salem,  fub-governor,  16. 
His  character,  22.  Cuts  thecrofs  out  of  the  King's  colours,  and  is  cenfured, 
41.  S.  it  againit  the  Pequods,  without  fuccefs,  and  reflected  on,  60.  Gover- 
nor, 1     .  142,  ifao,  174.     His  death,  21  j. 

Errors  smned  in  the  Synod,  7s- 

Yd*,  Ll  Effex 
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EfTeX  county,  in  1643,  m. 

Excommunication  eftablifhed,  J73- 

Expenfe  of  ftrft  tranfportation  computed  at  192,0001.  fieri.  91. 

Exeter  fettled,  103. 

E. 

Faflicn  fuppreiTed,  136  to  140. 

Faft  turned  to  Thankfgivir.g,  28,  1^4. 

Fenwick,  George,  agent  for  Lord  Say,  Brook,. &c  97.     Leaves  a  legacy  to  New- 

England,  9S. 
Fire  of  London,  collection  in  the  colony  for  fuilcrers,  236.     In  Bofton,  in  167& 

and  1679,  313. 
Flint,  Thomas,  afliftant,  ic6. 
Fofter,  John,  an  active  revolutioner,  337. 
Foxcrott,  juftice,  imprifons  Winflow,  333. 
Freemen,  none  admitted  except  church  members,  30. 
French  drove  from  Acadie,  32.      Drive  the  Engliih  from  Penobfcot,  33. 
French  proteftants  afk  leave  to  fettle,  206. 

C. 

Gardner,  Sir  Chriftopher,  knight  of  the  fepulchre,  a  great  enemy  to  the  colony,  19. 

General  Court  rirft  confifting  of  a  houle  of  reprefcniatives,  Sec  39.  Offended 
with  Bofton,  and  meet  at  Cambridge,  6t.  Pafb  an  order  of  neutrality  in  the 
war  between  king  and  parliament,  128.  Reftrain  churches  in  the  choice  of 
minifters,  174.  Their  proceedings  \vith»commiflioners  from  king  Charles  the 
fecond,  230  to  234.     Amplify  their  jurifdiction,  239. 

General  Court  interpofe  in  the  difputes  of  Bofton  church,  247.  Acknowledge 
their  error,  zee.  Meftage  upon  the  difiolution  of  the  government,  307.  De- 
claration of  rights,  45  5 . 

George,  captain  of  a  king's  fhip,  feized,  334. 

Gibbons,  major-general  of  forces,  132.     Alfiftant,  150.     Anecdote,  i,o. 

Goffe,  Colonel,  one  of  king  Charles's  judges,  197  to  201.  Letter  from  his 
wife,  457. 

Goffe,  Thomas,  ftrft  deputy  governor,  17. 

Gookins,  Daniel,  arrives,  128.      Zealous,  29S. 

Gorges,  Robert,  his  grant  from  colony  of  Pl\ntouth,  14.  Sells  it  to  Sir  William 
Brierton,  14. 

Gorges,  Sir  Ferdinando,  fpent  2o,ooel.  fettling  colonies,  11.  A  moft  active  mem- 
ber of  the  council  of  Plymouth,  13.  Joins  with  Mafwn  in  endeavours  to  hurt 
Maffachufetts,  50. 

Gorges,  Thomas,  member,  mayor  of  Acarr.enticus,  alias  York,  163. 

Gorton,  Samuel,  founder  of  a  feci,  112.  A  brief  hiftory  of  him  to  118.  His 
defence,  467. 

Gofnold,  Bartholomew,  flrft  difcovered  New-England,  9. 

Governor  expected  from  England,  35,  50,  207.  Old  charter  governor  prays  in 
public  upon  a  faft  day,  267. 

General  court's  opinion  of  Mafon's  claim,  300. 

H. 

Hadley  men,  headed  by  Goffe,  the  regicide,  201. 

Hair,  long,  afibciation  againft  it,  142.      Ranked  among  the  fins  of  the  land,  289. 
Hampden,  John,  intended  for  New- England,  44. 
ILimpden,  Mr.  ane«dote  of,  299. 
Hamplhire  county  eftablifhed,  207. 
Harlakenden,  Mr.  arrives,  44.     Dies,  89. 
Harvard  College  founded,  89,  107,  159.      Growth»  159  te  162. 
Haflerigg,  Sir  Arthur,  intended  for  New- England,  44. 
Haugh,  Mr.  affiftant,  45.     Slighted,  63. 

Hawthorne,  William,  fpeaker,  150.     Sent  for  to  anfwer  in  England,  232. 
Haynes,    John,    arrives,    39.     Affiftant,    Hid.     Governor,   45.     Gees    to    Con- 
necticut, 55. 
Hereditary  honours,  plan  for  them,  433. 
Higeinfoa,  Francis,  firft  minifter  of  Salem,  17,  18. 

Hi6h 
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High  Treafon,  firft  law  againft  it,  321. 
Hiacoomes,  an  Indian  convert,  151. 
Hibbins,  William,  agent,  95.      Affiftant,  112. 
Hibbins,  Ann,  executed,  173. 

Hinkley,  Thomas,  governor  of  Plymouth,  petitions  king  James,  349. 
Hoar,  Leonard,  president,  161. 
Holyoke,  Edward,  prelident,  162. 

Hooke,  counsellor,  his  opinion  upon  the  MalTachufetts  charter,  363. 
Hooker,  Thomas,  arrives,  37.      Coldnefs  between  Mr.  Cotton  and  him,  45.    Re- 
moves to  Hartford,  46.      Invited  to  the  aft'embly  at  Weftminftcr,  in. 
Hopkins,  governor  of  Connecticut,  81. 
Hudibras,  the  author  of,  ridicules  the  pious  New-Englanders  for  the  deeds  of  a 

profligate  crew,  1 ;. 
Houfe  of  Commons  vote   the   funender  of  plantation  charters   illegal,  &c.  347. 

Bill  pa{Ted  to  leftore  New-England  charters,  347. 
Hutchinfon,  William,  comes  to  New- England,  56 

Hutchinfon,  Ann,  comes  from  Alford  to  New- England,  57.  Treated  with  great 
refpeel,  but  watched  by  Mr.  Winthrop,  ibid.  The  principal  women  attend 
her  leclures,  Hid.  She  condemns  the  minifters  for  being  under  a  covenant  of 
works,  ibid.  Mr.  Cotton  countenances  her  opinions,  58.  The  colony  in  a 
flame  by  reafon  of  them,  59  Loft  her  fupport  when  Mr.  Vane  removed,  6i». 
Called  to  trial,  forfakeu  by  Mr.  Cotton,  and  her  tragical  fate,  70  to  72. 
Hutchinfon,  Edward,    banifhed,    73.      Sent  to  treat  with  Nipmug  Indians,    265. 

Ambuthed  and  killed,  ibid. 
Hutchinfon,  Elitha,  a  zealous  member,  298.     Affiftant,  306.     Joins  with  Mather 
in  a  rcmonftrance,  ;:i5.     Treats  with  Indians,  jjS. 

I. 
James  the  firft  grants  all  the  continent  from  34  to  4,  degrees,  to-     Refufes  t* 

grant  liberty  of  confeience,  12. 
James  the  fecond  proclaimed  in  Boftoiij  306. 
Janfon,  Sir  Bryan,  affiftant,  23. 

Idolatry,  Indian,  learnt  from  the  French,  419.  • 

Jermayne,  Sir  Thomas,  fpeaks  in  favour  of  the  colony,  37. 

Indians,  no  idea  of  what  the  Engliih  intend  by  fubjects,  252.  Their  way  of 
lighting  muft  fucoeed  when  they  exceed  greatly  in  numbers,  268.  Hardly 
ufedj  169.  Captives  made  flaves,  z~>  /.  Their  number  in  Plymouth  colony, 
313.  The  feveral  nations,  404..  The  mohawks  or  cannibals,  405.  The 
French  made  them  idolaters,  419.  Said  to  call  the  feven  ftars  the  bear,  423. 
Indians,  Pequods,  threaten  war,  32,  59.  War  with  them,  7,  to  80. 
Indians,  Narraganfets,  come  to  Eoftun,  32.    Treaty  with  thern,  61.    Plot  againft 

the  Englifh,  io5.      At  war  with  Mohegins,  129. 
Indians,    Wompunoags,    or  Philip's  Indians,    war  with   them,    &c.  251   to  277. 

Their  firft  fubjection  to  king  James,  252. 
Indians,  Eaftern,  aifault  Ipfwich  Indians,  32.     Begin  war,  278.     Hoftilities,  310 

to  312,  325,  351,  358. 
Jocelyn,  his  voyage  to  New-England,  24;. 

Johnfon,  Ifaac,  an  affiftant,  17.     Kefolves  to  become  a  planter,  19.     His  family, 
eftate,  &c.  21.      His  lady,  daughter  of  Earl  of  Lincoln,  25.     His  death  greatly 
lamented,  25. 
-Jones,  Margaret,  executed,  141. 

Ipfwich  men  fined  and  imprif'Mied  by  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  326,  327. 
Ireland  claim  an  exemption  from  Britilh  a£ts  of  parliament,  290. 
Judicial  proceedings,  tourlie  of,  397. 

K. 
Kennebeck  river  firft  entered  by  Europeans,  10.     Indian  fpoils  there,  311, 
Kieft,  a  Dutch  governor,  at  Manhadoes,  1415. 
Kirk,  colonel,  appointed  governor  of  New-England,  307, 
£.noles  and  Larknam,  at  Dover,  104. 

L. 
Laconia,  an  ideal  province,  10 1.     The  province  of  Maine  fo  called,  245. 
J^ancaftei  burnt  by  th«  enemy,  274. 

L  1  2  Lake, 
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Lake,  Capt.  Thomas,  killed,  311. 

Li  Tour,   French  governor  121  to  r;6. 

Lau  I,  archbhhop  jealous  of  New- England,  84.     Employs  Burden  to  give  intel- 

i«.enee.  ibid.     Firft  commiflioner  tor  regulating  plantations,  440. 
1  framed  irom  the  judicial  or  Mofes,  384.  * 

'd,  Thomas,  a  fractious  attorney,  398. 
L    lea,  w>  i  am,  a  quaker,  hanged)  186 
L  ere,  William    deputy,  governor  of  Connecticut,  favours  Whaley  an  J  Go  fib,  599, 

i  arcs,  in  general  formed  by  the  colonies,  92. 
I.e..      I01    .  inies  Mr.  Vahe  to  England,  64. 

L.  e  etti   I  nomas,  ruling  elder-  58. 
Lxvt  rett,  John,  fent  to  Narraganiet   to  treat,   10S.     Commiflioner  from    Oliver 

Ovinv.etl    169       Deputy  governor,  247.      Governor,  ibid.      His  deatu,  391. 
f,everett,  John,  college  •p.refident,  162. 
Leyuen   puritans  or  feparatifts  there,  it. 

Loug-Ifland,  in  New- York,  tint  peopled  from  Lynn  in  Mafiachufetts,  88. 
Eothrop.  Capt.  and  company,  defeated,  2/38. 

L,udli  *,  Roger,  deputj  governor,  39.      Remove*  to  Connecticut,  45,  9$. 
Lyfbidi  a  mimfter  of  New-Plymouth,  1  \. 

M. 

Maine,  provirr?  of,  deferted  by  Gorges  t!:e  proprietor,  the  people  put  themfelvcs 

undei  Maffach   fetts,  163.     Made  a  county,  164-      Purchafed,  294. 
Mann    I  Yotk)  furrenders  to  Col.  Nichols,  &e.  212. 

and  the  reft  of  me  fivi    nations,  treaty,  3  12. 
M  rb!  •  1  1  women  tin  v,  278. 

i-d,  rli It  fo  called,  9. 
Maloh,  C'pt-  John,  fpent  2c, cool-  fettling  colonies,   11.      Molefts  Mafidchufctts, 

50      P.s  lc  eral  allc^  I  ..    .  \  .  2-1 
Mal'om  John,  con  mands  Connecticut  forces  againft  Fequods,  76.     Chief  lhare  in 
Pei  ■  •      8 

.   chief,   choofes  king  James   for  his  fovereign,    rather  than  his 
in  enemy  to  chiiftiahity,  253. 
Ma:  d»  arrives.  44.     His  death,  237.  * 

Mil! her,  Increafe,  college  prefident,  K>2.    Sted  by  Randolph  for  defamation,  327. 
.i   to  I       [and  t0  folicit  for  the  colony,  ibid.     A  faithful  agent,  346. 
Sa  e    ;v    w-Plymouth  from  being  annexed  to  New-YoiJc,  360.     Not  fatisfied 
■wvh    he  new  charter,  362.     Has  the  fole  nomination  of  the  firft  governor  and 
,65.      Arrives  at  Bolton,  567. 

:■  upon  the  New-England  revolution,  339.     In- 
tercede    with  hi    r.uhf;r  for  govermr  Stoughton,  36^. 

■  •,  a  miniftei)  lined  for  preaching  without  licence.  373. 

:.   at  Noddles  Ifland,  26-     Obnoxious  for  lt.ii ring  up  a  faction, 
Poiiimiffioner   forking    Charles   II.    211.     Delivers  a  letter  from  king 
ilony,  232. 
Mavo    en  '   dian  name  for  the  eaftejn  country,  9. 

M  yhew,  Thomas,  inftruds  the  Indians,  15 1.     Purchafoof  Martha's  Vineyard, 

Nantucket,  ami  Elizabeth  lilands,  ibid. 
Medheld  burnt,  2-5. 
Miantinomo,    NarragafHet  chief,   comes   to  B.-ifton,    32.     Plots  againft  the  Eng- 

Taken  prifoner,  129.     Put  to  death,  .'30. 
Middlefex  county,  112. 

■  ,  the  j  ear  1665,  223. 
Miniftr) ,  •   ■  irly  fupporti    .  251. 

Mitc'ici,  Jonathan,  friend  te  Whaley  and  Goffe,  201.  Oppofes  the  fending  over 
the  magiftrates  upon  king  Charles's  order,  232.  A  licehfer  of  the  prefs,  236. 
Death,  23  S. 

Mortality  among  the  Indians,  38. 

■  <  ,  an  attorney  at  Mount  Wollafton,  i{.     Seized  and  fent  to  England,  ibi 
t    I-.-;  ]  ins  ot  the  colony,  5-.      fined  tool.  ibid. 

M i.h  ind  the  country  round,  granted  to  New-Plymouth,  31c 

M..lbu,  R.'b-it,  cqunfellor,  3  i~,  318.     Hia  death,  326. 

Nantafkel 
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N. 

Vanlafket  firft  began,  14. 

Narraganfet  Indians,  treaty,  6r.  Plotting,  108.  At  war  with  the  Mohegins, 
119  Further  quarrels,  170,  171.  Treaty,  263.  Break  their  treaty*  269. 
Famous  fight,  If  1,  *7S< 

Naumkcag  (Salem)  fettlement  began  there,  t6. 

in,  Jolin,  a  revolutioner,  336.      His  friendly  intelligence,  33?. 

New*- England  difcovered,  9.  Firft  fo  called,  ic.  Firft  colony  there,  10.  Di- 
vilion  into  12  provinces,  52. 

New-HampOiira  fettled,  98  to  106.  Three  diftincl  governments,  104.  Swallow- 
ed up  by  Mad'achufetts,  106.  Of  the  fame  difpofition  with  Maffachufetts, 
246.      Grateful  return,  295.      Controverfy  about  it,  282  to  z88. 

New-Haven  firft  planted,  82  to  84.  Settle  bounds  with  the  Dutch,  148.  Apply 
to  Cromwell,  168. 

New- Plymouth  colony  begins,  13.  Trade  at  Penobfcot,  32.  Brief  ftate  of 
affai  s,  190  to  191.  Boundary  line  fettled,  192,  20-9.  Conduct  approved  by 
king  Charles  II.  commillionerc,  2,2.  Defirous  of  chaftifing  the  Indians,  254. 
Further  ftate  of  affairs  there,  308  to  310.  Revolution  there,  341 .  Annexed 
to  New- York,  359.      Recalled  and  annexed  to  Maffachufetts,  360. 

New-Somerfetlhire,  »hc  fame  with  the  province  of  Maine,  245- 

K  w-York,  revolution  there,  342. 

Nichols,  king  Charles's  coinmiifioner,  230.     Difcreet  behaviour,  21  r. 

Nichclfon,  Francis,  343. 

Nocake,  for  Nuichicke,  Indian  food,  412. 

Norfolk  county,  1 12. 

Norton,  John,  anives,  44.  Difapproves  Mrs.  Hibbins*  execution,  173.  In  fa- 
vour of  an  addrefs  to  king  Charles  the  fecond,  194.  Agent  to  England]  2~~. 
His  death,  and  quakers'  remark-  10$. 

Nova-Scotia,  affairs  there,  120  to  126. 

Nowelli  Incre.ite,  his  .  haraclcr,  32.      Settles  at  Charleftown,  27. 

Nowcll,  Samuel,  j^ins  with  Mather  in  England,  328. 

O. 

Dakes,  Thomas,  agent,  349-     AfTiftant,  ibid. 

Oakes,  Urian,  prelideni  of  the  college,  161. 

Oldham,  John,  ftjrs  up  a  faction  in  New- Plymouth,  14.  A  grantee  from  the 
council  of  Plymouth,  1?. 

Owen,  John,  inviied  to  New- England,  237. 

Old  charter  defigned  as  a  corporation  in  England,  20. 

P. 

Paper  money  firft  made,  356. 
Parliament,  memorable  act  or  ordinance,  1 10. 
Parfons,  Hugh,  tried  for  witchcraft,  165. 
Pailengers  the  firft  ten  years,  II 200,  9  1. 
Patrick,  Capt.  in  the  Pequod  war.  76. 
Pierce.  Capt.  and  50  men  killed,  275. 

im,  H'rbert,  afliftant,  136.     Commiflioner,  ibid.     In  England,  153. 
*enn,  eldc,  death  and  character,  216. 
Penobfcot  rifled,  33..     Taken,  48.     By   Cromwell,  169.     Reftored,  2^6.     Taken 

b,  the  Dutch,  280      By  Sir  William  Phips,  353. 
Procee  tings  of  the  Commifiioncrsof  King  Chailes  II.     in  New-Himpfhire,  228. 

Confluences  thereof,  2^4. 
Pe-quodc  kill  Stone,  47.     Protect  the  murderers  of  the  Englifh,   60.     Urge  the 

Narr : j;-infc;3  to  war.  ibid.      The  tribe  deftroyed,  75  to  80. 
Peters,  Hugh,  arrival,  44.      Agent,  and  his  tragical  end,  95.      Oppofes  collection 

for  the  Indians,  1,1,. 
Philip,  king,  or  Ir.i;an  fachem,  fubjecls  himfelf  and  nation,  255,  257.      Rafhly 

begins  a  war.  2  59.      In  imminent  danger,  26',.      Killed,  277. 
Phips,   Sir  William,  birth,  Sec.  352      Takes    Port-Royal.    353.     Ill    fuccefs   at 

Quebec,    334  to  356.      Solicits   a   feeond    expedition,  357.     Governor,    365. 

Arrives,   ^  67. 
Pifjataqua  fubmits  to  Maffachufetts,  98.     A  fmnir.ary  of  fettlement,  98,  99. 

Planters, 
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Planters,  firft,  whether  churchmen,  j63.     Became  feparatifts,  369, 

Platform,  fum  of  it,  370. 

Popham,  Sir  John,  a  promoter  of  colonies,  10.     His  brother  prefident  of  Saga- 

dehoc  colony,  10. 
Porte,,  John,  Sentenced  to  die  f.er  difobedience  to  parents,  219. 
Port- Royal  taken  by  Phips,  353. 

Portfmouth,    New-Hampihire,    their  generous  donation  to  Harvard  college,  246. 
Prince  of   Orange,  news  of  his  landing  in  England,  332.      His  declaration  called 

a  treasonable  libel,  333. 
Prince  of  Wales,  his  birth celebrateJ,  332. 
Printing  firft  let  up,  236. 
Prodigies  reported,  120. 
Providence  ifland,  colony,  92  to  94. 
Puritan  minifters  in  England  did  not  approve  of   reparation,  8o-      Come  over  in. 

Charles  II    reign,  207. 
Pym,-|r,hn,  defigned  to  New- England,  44. 

Pynchon,  William,  afii'ftant,  20.     Settle  at  Roxbury,  23.     Springfield,  95. 
Philip's  war,  251. 

O^ 

Quakers  persecuted,  180  to  189,  288. 
Qiiinnypiack,  afterwards  New-Haven,  64. 
Quo  warranto  againft  the  charter,  3C4,  306. 
Qucchecho  taken,  396. 

R. 

Painsforc'.,  brother  to  lord  chief  juflice,  a  ruling  cider,  238. 

Randolph,  Edward,  arrives,  280.  Made  eight  voyages  in  9  years,  297.  Ap- 
pointed collector,  ibid.     Quarrels  with  Dudley,  315. 

Ratclifie,  Mr.  theriift  epifcopal  minittei,  318. 

Kegiftry  of  deeds,  4*2. 

Reprefentatives  firlt  chofen,  39. 

Revell,  John,  afnitant,  21. 

Revolution  in  New-England  before  any  certain  news  from  England,  333.  Cir- 
cumftantial  account  of  it,  334  to  336.  Peifons  concerned  afraid  of  the  conle- 
quenoes,  338. 

Rhode-Iiland  fettled  by  refugees  from  Mafiachuietts,  72.  73.  Refufed  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  union  with  the  other  colonies,  1 18.  Surrender  their  charter,  305. 
Reaflume  it,  360. 

Robinfon,  William,  a  quaker,  executed,  184. 

Roehellers  apply  lor  leave  to  fettle  in  New-England,  206. 

Rogers,  John,  college  prelident,  161. 

Rofiiter,  Edward,  afiiltant,  20. 

Rofwell,  Sii  Henn,  patentee,  16. 

Rowley  fettled,  83. 

Ruling  Elders,  3:5. 

Ruifd!,  hen.  Geoige,  at  Bolton.  299. 

Ruflell,  Riihard,  an  amftant,  174. 

^Reyner  recommended,  i"4- 

S. 

Sagadehoc  fettled,  10. 

Saint  Chriftopher's,  contribution  for  .relief,  236. 

Saltonltall,  Sir  Richard,  patentee,  17,  20.  Settles  at  W'atertown,  27.  Returns 
to  England,  29. 

Sal tonftall,  Richard,  aftiftant,  62.  Makes  a  vow,  92.  Gives  Whaley  and  Golfe 
fifty  pounds,  200. 

Sentiments  refpecting  allegiance  and  political  connexion  with  England,  45,  49; 
86,  87,  92,  165,  230,  390. 

Salisbury  fettled,  87. 

Sandlord,  major,  takes  Sir  E.  Andros,  and  lends  him  to  Eofl^n,  349. 

SarTacmis,  Pequod  fachem,  76,  79,  80. 

Savage,  Thomas,  banilLed,  73.     Ccnimands  forces,  262. 

Say 
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Say  and  Seale,  lord,  intended  ta  New-England,  44.     Urges  removal  to  the  Ba» 

hamas,  92.     Kind  letter  to  the  colony,  202. 
Say  brook  fort,  49.      Burnt,  145. 
Scott,  Patience,  a  quaker child,  183. 
.Sewall,  Samuel,  311. 
Sedgwick,  major,  comrniffioner  from  Cromwell,  168.     Takes  St.  John's,  Pcnob- 

lent,  &C.    1  69. 

Sharp,  Samuel,  afllftant,  22. 

Shawmut,  26. 

Shepard,  Thomas,  arrives,  44.      Dies,  141. 

Ships,  number  of,  in  1665,  223. 

Shiinipton,  Col.  writ  of  intrutinn,  330. 

Small  Pox  among  the  Indians,  38. 

Sickncfs  the  firit  winter,  2 

Skelton,  Samuel,  firft  minister  of  Salem,  17. 

Smith,  Rnlph,  feparatitt,  17. 

Soils,  opinion1;  about  it,  423  to  429. 

Somers,  Sir  John,  for  the  colony,  350. 

Southcoat,  Thomas,  a  patentee,  ib. 

Springfield  called  Agawam,  95.     Burnt  by  the  Indians,  275. 

Stevenfon,  Marmaduke,  a  quaker,  hanged,  (84. 

Stillingfleet,  Dr.  his  remark,  209 

Stone,  Mr.  arrives,  37.     At  Cambridge.  38.     At  Hartford,  96. 

Stone,  Capt.  killed  by  the  Indians,  47. 

Storm,  remarkable,  ^4. 

Stoughton,  Ifrael,  affiftant,  62.    Commands  againft  Pequods,  76.    His  death,  136. 

Stoughton,  William,  agent,  23i. 

Stuyvefant,  Dutch  governor,  149. 

Suffolk,  county,  112. 

Sunderland,  lord,  would  not  admit  a  houfe  of  representatives,  328. 

Subjeitions,  civil,  notions  of  it,  230. 

Sudbury  fettled,  83. 

Symonds,  Samuel,  afiiftant,  112.     Deputy  governor,  247. 

Synod,  68  to  70,  205,  291. 

Strawberry  Bank  fettled,  101. 

T. 

Temple,  Sir  Thomas,  begs  the  live:  of  condemned  quakers,  184.  Recommended 
by  N.  Fiennes,  190. 

Teft,  New-England,  3S0. 

Thurloe,  fends  orders  to  proclaim  Richard  Cromwell,  igj . 

Tilton,  Peter,  a  zealous  deputy,  298. 

Titles  and  lands  queftioned,  321. 

Town,  a  fortified  one  projected,  27. 

Trade,  ltate  of  it  in  1639,  9°-      Flouriming,  174.      In  1670,  246. 

U.  • 

Vane,  Henry,  arrives,  44.  Governor,  54.  Supported  by  Mr.  Cotton,  55.  Dif- 
fembles,  55,  56.  Peculiar  tenets,  57.  Winthrop's  intereft  too  ftrong  for  him, 
62.  Shews  his  refentment,  63.  Returns  to  England,  64.  Character,  6j  to 
67. 

ValTal,  William,  affiftant,  20.     Further  account  of  him,  136. 

Veils  worn  by  Salem  women,  379. 

Uncas,  Mohegin  Sachem,  129,  134. 

Underhill,  John,  captain,  75,  76.  An  enthufiaft,  77,  Chofen  governor  of  Do- 
ver,   104. 

Union  of  the  colonies,  118  to  120. 

Uihcr,  John,  281,  317. 

W. 

Wadfworth,  Capt.  killed,  and  his  csmpany,  276. 

Walley,  John,  commands  land  forces  againft  Canada,  401.    Journal,  356. 

Ward,  Nathaniel,  iij. 

Warwick,  Earl  of,  14. 

Warwick) 
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Warwick  couutefs  ofi  benefactor,  13. 
"  .    burn,  Jehn,  Secretary,  17. 

Id,  Thomas,  agent,  95.     DifmifTed,  140. 
Wcquafh,  a  ciuiftian  Indian,  betrays  his  countrymen,  77. 
Weft,  fecrerary  under  Andres,  321. 
Weft,  vice  admiral,  :  4.. 

Wetion's  plantation,  13       Broke  up,  and  he  call  away,  14.. 
Whaley,  the  regicide,  fo  called,    197- 
Wharton,  lord,  friend  to  New-England,  346. 
Wheat  firft  blafted,  210 
Wheelwright,  John,  antinomian,  57.    Banifhedj  70.    At  Hampton  and  Salifbury, 

74.  At  Exeter,  103. 
Whetcomb,  Symon,  a  patentee,  17. 
White,  John,  encourages  planters,  16. 
White  hills  fir  ft  explored,  109. 
Wiggins,  Capt.  affiftant,  150. 

WilJard,  Simon,  commander  offerees,  172. 
Willett,  Thomas,  referee  between  the  Englifh  and  Dutch,  I49. 
Willoughby,  Francis,  affiftant,  150.      Deputy  governor,  236.      Death,  246. 
Williams,  Roger,  makes  (iifturbance  at  Salem,  4c.      Einifhed,   and  removes  t« 
Provjdence,  41.     Shelters  Gorton,  113.     Gives  notice  of  plots  by  the  Indians, 

William  and  Mary,  their  acceflion  m oft  joyful  news  to  New-England,  345. 

Wilfon,  John,  minifter,  27.     His  zeal,  62.     Death  and  character,  237. 

Wilfon,  Deborah,  a  quaker,  whipped,  187. 

Window,  Edward,  principal  o(  New-Plymouth  planters,  13.  Agent,  140. 
His  death,     172. 

Window,  Jofias,  feized  Indian  prince,  252.  Governor  of  Plymouth,  261.  Gen- 
eral in  Narraganfet  £j,ht,  271. 

Winthrop,  John,  firft  engages,  19.  Elected  governor,  20  Account  of  his  fam- 
ily, 2t.  Travels  on  foot  through  the  woods,  26  J;  called  to  account,  and 
honorably  acquitted-  4?.      Engaged  with  Mr.  Vane  and  the  opioionilts,   55   to 

75.  Governor,  62.  Very  popular,  64.  Overrules  at  the  fynod,  69.  Great 
concern  at  his  apprehended  danger,  123.  Called  to  anfwer,  138.  Death  ami 
character.  142. 

Winthrop,  John,  commiffioncd  by  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  49. 
WiJe,  minifier  of  Ipfwich,  imprisoned,  327. 
Wifwall,  Mr.  agent  lor  Pi/mouth,  359 
Writs  of  intrufion,  3jo. 


York  county,  164.     Govcrnmer.t  there,  239.     Town,  deftroyed,  35*. 
Young,  Sir  John,  patentee,  16. 
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